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EVERY  public  library  in  Brit¬ 
ain  should  provide  access  to 
the  Intemer,  according  to  the 
ground-breaking  report  which 
recommends  a  vast  upgrade  of 
lending  libraries. 

Tony  Blair  has  asked  Chris 
;  Smith,  the  Heritage  Secretary, 
to  draw  up  proposals  fay  the 
end  of  the  year  based  an  the 
study  by  the  Library  and 
'.-  Information  Commission,  to 
be  published  next  week. 

The  far-reaching  plans  to 
hook  up  Britain's  libraries  to 
the  Internet  would  cost 
£750  million  over  live  years. 
There  is  no  tjuestion  of  the 
Government  coming  up  with 
that  sum  on  its  own  so  Mr 
Smith  has  been  asked  to  work 
out  ways  in  which  the  pro-' 
gramme  could  be  introduced 
through  partnerships  between  ■ 
central  and  local  government 
and  the  private  sector.  . 

Mr  Smith  is  expeaed~tb-say 
next  Wednesday,  when  the 
report  New  Library:  The  Peo¬ 
ple's  Network  is  unveiled,  that 
it  could  represent  “a  defining 
moment"  for  the  British  li¬ 
brary  network. 

The  report  says  every  public 
library  in  Britain  should  pro-, 
vide  access  to  the  Internet  But 
the  price  could  be  the  end  of 
the  free  library  service  with 
library  users  paying  to  use 
computers.  The  involvement 
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Times  sales 
forge  ahead 

Average  -daffy  sales  of 
The  Times  last  month 
■were  82UOOQ,  an  increase 
of  54.600  over  August 
and  the.biggest  achieved 
by  any  national  daily 
broadsheet  newspaper. 

■  Meanwhile,  sales  of 
The  DuUyTeiegraph  art 
dropping,  according  to 
die  critical  longer  term 
index7 of  drcnlation  aver¬ 
aged  over  six  momhs. 
Betwcm -April  arid  Sep¬ 
tember,  compared  to 
Mari*  to  August  aver¬ 
age  sales  -of  The  Times 
were  up  by  .  14,200, 
against  arfedl  of  1350  for 
The  b'fufyTehegraph. . 
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of  the  private  sector  would 
break  tne  local  authorities* 
monopoly  for  the  first  time. 

The  report  also  recom¬ 
mends  that  Britain  ’s  irreplace¬ 
able  collections  of  rare  books, 
manuscripts,  paintings  and 
historical  artefacts  should  be 
turned  into  digital  records  and 
stared  for  posterity  in  a  new- 
tedmoiogy  “Doomsday  Book” 
of  the  nation’s  heritage. 

Anybody  with  a  computer,  a 
modem  and  a  telephone  line 
can  gain  access  to  die  Internet 
But  there  are  fears  of  dividing 
society  mto  the  Jnformation- 
-  rich  and  the  information-poor 
as  the  basic  hardware  costs 
'  .more  than  E1.000- 

A  ministerial  soiree  said 
last  night  “We  want  every 
child  to  be  computer  literate 
-fay  the  year  2002.  How  marvel¬ 
lous  it  would  be  if  we  can  get 
Granny  on  the  Internet  as 
wdL"  .  ■ 

Mr  Blair-found  an  enthusi¬ 
astic  supporter  for  the  shake- 
up  in  Bill-  Gates,  the  President 
of  Microsoft  and  one  of  the 
worlds’  biggest  names  in  ran- 
'  puters,  •  when  he  visited 
Downing  Street,  earlier  this 
week. 

The  authors  of  the  .  report 
-  have  been,  inspired  fy  the 
'  Gates  Library  Foundation,  set 
up  fay  Bill  and  Melinda  Gates 
to  provide  $200  million  (£125 
million)  in  cash  and  the  same 
amount  in  software  to  public 
libraries  in  low-income 
groups  throughout  North 
America. 

Mr  Blair  sees  it  fitting  into 
his  proposals  for  a  national 
grid  for  learning.  He .  an¬ 
nounced  on  Tuesday  that  lie 
had  plans  to  link  32A00 
schools  to  die  Internet 
The  Government  is  also 
keen  to  allow  adults  to  study 
for  degrees  using  computer 
facilities  to  link  students  with 
universities  miles  away. 

.  Matthew  Evans,  chairman 
of  the  report’s  authors,  said 
that  revolutionary  changes  in 
new  technology  during  the 
next  few  years  would  bring 
about  "previously  undreamed 
of*  increases  in  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  detailed  informa¬ 
tion  and  knowledge  available 
to  the  public. 

libraries  last  year  raised 
£12  million  in  lure  charges  for  i 
videotapes  and  music  CDs. 
but  are  prevented  by  law  from 
charging  for  the  loan  of  books. 

There  are  4,79?  libraries  in 
Britain,  including  693  which 
are  mottle.  Book  lovers  are 
also  served  by  19,136  service 
points  in  hospitals,  ’  prisons 
and  old  people's  henries. 
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England  captain  Paul  Ince:  “If  they  say  anything  about  Paul  Ince.  they  have  to  say  he  is  a  hard  tackier,  but  he  tackles  fair.  He  is  a  hard  man  in  that  respect  he  wants  to  win* 


English  eyes  on  Rome  —  and  Glasgow 


“As  we  had  nothing  on 
tonight  I've  invited  the 
Barringtons  over  1  for 
■  bridge * 


.  By  Alan  Hamilton 

THE  lowly  paid  underdogs  of  Latvia 
could  today  guarantee  England's  foot¬ 
ballers  a  World  Cup  bonus  payment  of 
£200.000  each  before  they  even  kick  a 
ball  against  Italy  tonight 
It  works  like  this.  Under  the  byzan- 
tine  playoff  system,  if  Latvia  defeat 
Scotland  in  their  match  in  Glasgow 
this  afternoon.  England  should  quality 
for  the  World  Cup  finals  even  if  their 
new  captain.  Paul  Ince,  leads  them  to 
defeat  in  Rome.  The  players  would 
then  be  in  line  for  hefty  bonuses  and 


licensing  royalties  from  a  E3  million 
pot  to  be  paid  into  team  funds. 

As  English  eyes  turn  to  the  match 
against  Italy  tonight  Glenn  Hoddle. 
the  England  coach,  said  yesterday  he 
expected  Scotland  to  win  —  which 
would  require  England  at  least  to  draw 
to  qualify  automatically. 

The  worst  possible  scenario  for 
Hoddle  is  a  Scottish  win  coupled  with 
his  own  defeat  That  would  consign 
England,  to  a  two-leg  play-off  with  one 
of  die  other  runners-up,  which  could 
mean  a  trip  to  Russia  or  Yugoslavia. 

In  an  interview  with  The  Times 


today,  Ince  dismisses  suggestions  he  is 
a  dirty  or  malicious  player.  “If  they  say 
anything  about  Paul  Ince.  they  have  to 
say  he  is  a  hard  tackier,  but  he  tackles 
fair.  He  is  a  hard  man  in  that  respect: 
he  wants  to  win."  says  the  England 
skipper,  brought  in  because  of  fitness 
doubts  about  Tony  Adams,  and  with 
the  advantage  of  a  smattering  of 
Italian,  having  had  a  brief  career  with 
Internationale  of  Milan  before  relum¬ 
ing  to  captain  Liverpool.  I  nee's  men 
stand  to  enjoy  some  of  the  most 
generous  bonuses  seen  in  English 
football.  In  addition  to  a  £!,500-a-head 


match  fee  on  top  of  income  from 
playing  international  football  that  can 
exceed  £50,000  a  year,  the  players 
stand  to  share  a  pot  of  £500.000  bonus 
payments  from  a  consortium  of  lead¬ 
ing  commercial  sponsors  including 
Green  Flag.  Carlsberg.  Procter  & 
Gamble.  Mars  and  Coca-Cola. 

Leading  article,  page  23 
Roman  crossroads,  page  33 
Ince  interview,  page  35 
Steve  McManaman,  page  36 
Scotland's  task  page  37 
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Judge  orders  acquittal  of 
officers  accused  of  rape 


SIX  young  Army  officers  ac¬ 
cused  of  gang-raping  a  stu¬ 
dent  were  yesterday  acquitted 
on  the  orders  of  a  judge  but 
their  reputations  and  careers 
are  in  tatters. 

Judge  Julian  Hall  halted  the 
trial  at  Oxford  Crown  Court 
after  ten  days,  deriding  that 
the  woman’s  account  of  her 
alleged  ordeal  is  an  officers’ 
mess,  was  riddled  with  “dra¬ 
matic  inctrisistendes". 

But  he  told  the  officers:  “If 
six  men  dunk  h  is  a  good  idea 
to  have  sex  with  one  woman 
they  run  the  risk  of  being 
accused  of  rape.  1  think  they 
have  brought  this  prosecution 
on  .themselves. "  He  said  the 
men  realised  they  had  gone 


By  Tim  Jones  and  Adrian  Lee 

too  far.  The  episode  “was  ill 
thought  through  by  everybody 
and  it  does  no-one  any  credit". 

-  Last  night  the  23-year-old  i 
student,  the  mother  of  a  three-  1 
month-old  child,  said  she  had 
“no  regrets"  about  accusing 
the  six  of  rape,  adding  “I  hope 
they  rot  in  hell”.  I 

All  six,  from  the  Royal  < 

Electrical  and  Mechanical  En¬ 
gineers.  were  taken  back  to  a  i 
barracks  at  Abingdon  in  Ox-  i 
ford  shire  last  rught  as  the  < 
Army  confirmed  it  has  begun  1 
its  own  investigation.  1 

As  they  were  acquitted  they  •  i 
cannot  face  a  court  martial  but 
they  could  be  discharged.  i 

As  they  walked  free.  Cap-  - 

tain  Phillip  Bates,  29.  Captain 


Darren  Bartlett,  24.  Captain 
Ian  Barlow,  29,  lieutenant 
Matthew  Tupling,  21,  and 
officer  cadets  Nicholas 
Oettinger,  21,  and  Andrew 
Stout.  20,  refused  to  comment 

Will  Sheppard,  their  solici¬ 
tor.  said:  “They  have  all  been 
through  what  can  only  be 
described  as  a  nightmare." 

The  men  were  accused  of 
raping  the  student  in  a  bed¬ 
room  after  cavorting  naked  in 
a  sauna  in  the  officer's  mess  at 
the  Royal  Military  College  of 
Science,  at  Shrivenham.  Ox¬ 
fordshire,  on  May  27  last  year. 
The  six  claimed  she  had 
consented  to  sex. 

Student’s  bitterness,  page  3 


US  rejects  Nobel 
plea  on  landmines 

By  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington  and  Our  Foreign  Staff 

PRESIDENT  CLINTON,  crit-  last  month.'The  President 
irised  fast  night  by  the  new  was  dear  last  month  that  the 
Nobel  peace  laureate  for  fail-,  Ottawa  treaty  did  not  address 
fog  to  sign  tip  to  a  global  ban  the  concerns  of  the  Adminis- 
on  landmines,  refused  to  alter  tration.  partidarly  in  places 
America’s  policy  towards  the  like  the  Korean  peninsula,"  a 
deadly  weapons.  National  Security  Council 

Congratulating  Jody  Wfl-  aide  said.  . 
hams,  the  co-ordinator  jontiy  ■  The  reaction  provoked  a 
awarded  die  prize  with  the  stinging  riposte  from  Ms  WH- 
Intemational  Campaign  to  liams.  who  described  Mr  Chn- 
Ban  Landmines,  the  White  ton  as  "neither  a  leader  nor  a 
House  -  said  Washington  -statesman".  . 

would  continue  go  work  with  Landmine  victim  Chris 
ibe  UN  Conference  on  Disar-  Moon,  whose  bravery  in- 
mament  in  Geneva.  spired  Diana,  the  Princess,  of 

Aides  said  the  President  had  Wales,  said  the  award  of  the 
no  plans  to  join  the  Ottawa  prize  was  a  fitting  epitaph  to 
orinc«&  the  treaty  calling  for  a  her  humanitarian  campaign. 

Africa  scarred,  page  9 


Hague  apologises 
for  ERM  debacle 

By  Philip  Webster,  political  editor 
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global  moratorium  which  was 
ratified  by  89  nations  in  Oslo 


WILLIAM  HAGUE  yesterday 
broke  with  the  Conservative 
past  by  delivering  an  unre¬ 
served  apology  to  the  country 
for  the  last  Government’s 
“great  mistake”  of  entering  the 
European  exchange-rate  mec¬ 
hanism. 

..•It  was  time,  he  told  the 
Conservative  Party  conference 
in  Blackpool,  to  be  “brutally 
candid"  about  the  fateful  move 
in  1990  that  led  to  the  mayhem 
of  Black  Wednesday  and  even¬ 
tually  destroyed  the  credibility 
of  the  Tories.  “I’m  sorry  we  did 
it  We  should  have  the  courage 
and  the  confidence  to  say  so, " 
he  said. 

Almost  everyone  thought  it 
was  a  good  idea  at  die  time  but 


the  party  paid  the  price,  he 
added.  "We  went  into  some¬ 
thing  when  the  time  was  not 
right  and  we  must  never  let 
that  happen  to  our  country 
again." 

It  was  another  indication  of 
his  decision  to  take  a  hard  line 
against  entry  to  foe  single 
currency,  which  he  confirmed 
could. not  be  contemplated  in 
the  "foreseeable  future.” 

Mr  Hague's  decision  to 
apologise  and  “purge  our  con¬ 
tempt".  as  one  of  his  aides  put 
it,  brought  one  of  the  loudest 
cheers  in  ■  his  rallying  address 
to  the  conference. 

Conference,  pages  12-14 
Leading  article,  page  23 


The  Saturday  Times 

has  grown  and  improved, 
with  expanded  SPORT 
and  more  award-winning 
WEEKEND  MONEY  pages. 
The  enhanced  BUSINESS 
pages  start  on  page  27. 
And  the  expanded 
WEEKEND  section  features 
much  more  travel 
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Stand-up  comedian  delivers  his  subversion  with  a 


From  a  Labour  leader  in 
Brighton.  Britain  got 
Salvation.  From  the 
new  Tory  leader  at  Blackpool 
yesterday  we  had  a  folksy 
chat-  In  nine  days  we  have 
travelled  from  Jerusalem  to 
Rotherham. 

As  a  speaker.  William 
Hague  is  engaging,  rather 
than  rousing.  He  was  at  his 
best  In  the  Winter  Gardens 
when  he  was  at  his  gentlest 
poking  fun  at  new  Labour, 
explaining  with  apparent  sin¬ 
cerity  the  change  ofheart  he 
urges  upon  his  party. 
Attempts  to  rouse  wen?  less 


successful.  A  noisy  passage 
about  keeping  up  Britain's 
defences  f*I  put  Labour  on  red 
alert  This  is  still  a  dangerous 
world  . . .")  fell  pretty  flat 
whereas  Hague’s  wry  mickey¬ 
taking  over  new  Labour’s 
Armani  Army  delighted  his 
audience.  Fifteen  years  ago, 
“Let's  bomb  Russia"  would 
have  raised  a  cheer  among 
Tory  representatives.  Yester¬ 
day.  Mr  Hague  pleased  them 
better  with  a  “Let’s  bomb 
Islington"  theme. 

To  draw  wild  applause  with 
the  line  “I  love  Wales"  is  some 
kind  of  an  achievement '  in 


Tory  politics.  Aides  and  gag- 
writens  often  wince  as  a  tin¬ 
eared  politician  wrecks  their 
lines.  '•  But  yesterday 
speech  writers  surely  looked 
up  in  surprise  as  this  most 
professional  of  northern 
stand-up  artistes  made  even 
indifferent  material  sing. 

There  was  no  Autocue,  but 
a  typed  text  on  the  lectern.  It  is 
always  interesting  to  guess  the 
instincts  of  a  speaker  by 
noting  how,  in  tire  delivery,  he 
modifies  his  p  re-released 
script.  Whenever  Mr  Hague 
veered  off  the  printed  track  it 
was  to  become  more  conyersa- 


CONFERENCE  SKETCH 


tionaL  The  more  conversa¬ 
tional  he  got,  the  better  it 
worked.  Hague  conjures  a 
kind  of  intimacy,  a  quietly 
reasoning  style,  unusual  at 
Tory  (or  new  Labour)  occa¬ 
sions.  His  trademark  is  the 
unspoken  wink.  Who  would 
have  though  it  possible  to 
draw  from  so  many  elderly 
ladies  the  knowing  laughter 
Hague  won  with  his  line:  "Mr 


Blair.  Full  of  this.  Full  of . . . 
slight  pause . . .  that”? 

He  had  the  defects  of  his 
virtues.  An  over-long  speech 
included  pages  of  declaratory 
prose,  protesting  (too  much, 
and  far  too  often)  that  Tories 
have  principles,  too.  The  pas¬ 
sages  dragged. 

And  can  we  now  have  an 
amnesty  on  Yorkshire  boy¬ 
hoods?  How  many  more  ref¬ 


erences  to  northern  straight- 
talking  can  the  rest  of  Britain 
take?  Mr  Hague  told  us  about 
Hague  Soft  Drinks  Ltd's  dan¬ 
delion  and  burdock  brew, 
Yorkshire  farmers’  sudkier- 
cow  premium  blues:  his  York¬ 
shire  comprehensive,  and  the 
lessons  you  learn  about  grow¬ 
ing  lip  if  you  are  lucky  enough 
to  be  bom  in  Yorkshire. 
Voters  struggling  to  make  a 
success  of  their  lives  without 
the  advantage  of  a  Yorkshire 
birthright  will  grow  resentful 
if  we  get  much  more,  of  this. 

Still,  plainspeaking  was  eff¬ 
ective  —  almost  too  effective. 


Talking  about  Black  Wednes¬ 
day,  Hague  used  a  word  tew 
have  heard  from  a  British 
politician.  “I’m  sorry."  he 
said. 

Sorry?  At  first  the  audience 
seemed  stunned-  One  lady, 
shouted:  "So  are  wd"  Then 
they  dapped.  Beneath  the 
folksiness  and  the  charm,  this 
was  a  subversive  text  I  noted 
the  line  “1 . .  you  have  to  give 

freedom  to  those  who  you  fear 
□say  abuse  it  ...  to  those 
whose  values  you  profoundly 
disagree  with".  When.  20 
years  ago.  J  suggested  almost 
identical  lines  to  my  boss. 


Margaret  Thatcher,  also  a 
fairly  new  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  she  sfirudt  them 
from  ray  draft. 

Hague  sounded  as  though 
he  really  meant  to  change  his 
party.  A  hint  of  the  dead¬ 
weight  he  must  shift  lay. 
perhaps,  in  the'  reaction  to  a 
tine  eariy  In  his  speech.  "I’d 
like  to  tell  you  about  an  open 
Conservatism  that . . .  believes 
freedom  doesn't  stop  at  the 
shop  counter." 

There  followed  a  baffled 
silence,  then  thin  applause. 

Conference,  pages  12-14 


Immigration 
law  changed 
for  gay 
partners 

By  Nicholas  Watt,  political  correspondent 


FOREIGN  nationals  in  homo¬ 
sexual  relationships  with  Brit¬ 
ish  dtftens  have  been  given 
the  right  to  settle  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

In  a  major  liberalisation  of 
immigration  guidelines,  the 
Government  announced  yes¬ 
terday  that  it  was  relaxing  the 
regulations  for  unmarried 
couples,  rovering  homosex¬ 
uals  and  heterosexuals  in 
long-term  relationships. 

Mike  O’Brien,  the  Home 
Office  Immigration  Minister, 
said  that  the  Government  had 
decided  to  act  because  the  old 
guidelines  were  "unsustain¬ 
able  and  may  have  breached 
human  rights  law". 

The  Government's  move 
was  immediately  condemned 
by  Conservatives.  Ann 
Widdecombe.  the  former 
Home  Office  Minister,  said: 
“It  undermines  marriage  and 
secondly  it  undermines  immi¬ 
gration  control." 

Lord  Tebbir  said:  "It  is  dear 
that  the  Government’s  policy 
is  to  plaoe  sodomite  marriage 
on  the  same  standing  as  the 
honourable  estate  of  matrimo¬ 
ny.  Presumably  now  we  will 
liave  to  endure  a  succession  of 
real  or  alleged  homosexual 
partners  being  brought  in  to 
avoid  our  immigration  rules." 

Lord  Tebbit's  comments 
drew  a  sharp  reaction  from 
Mr  O'Brien.  He  said:  "Wil¬ 
liam  Hague  has  called  for 
compassion  in  their  party. 
This  was  their  first  test  and 
they  flunked  it.  The  cold,  nasty 
heart  of  the  party  has  been 
exposed.  It  is  not  the  right 
policy." 

Stonewall,  the  gay-rights 
pressure  group,  welcomed  the 
move.  Mike  Watson,  the 
group's  chair,  said:  “We  are 
very  pleased  that  the  Immi¬ 
gration  Minister  recognises 


that  the  policy  of  the  previous 
Government  was  unjust  and 
unsustainable.  We  have  had  a 
very  difficult  struggle  for  the 
right  to  five  and  love  the 
partner  of  our  choice." 

Mr  O’Brien’s  announce¬ 
ment  which  will  come  into 
force  on  Monday,  followed  a 
wide-ranging  review  by  the 
new  Government  of  regula¬ 
tions  applying  to  unmarried 
couples,  including  homosex¬ 
uals.  lesbians  and  heterosex¬ 
uals.  Under  the  old  guidelines 
foreign  nationals  from  outside 
the  European  Union  in  such 
relationships  with  British  citi¬ 
zens  had  no  automatic  right  to 
remain  in  this  country. 

Mr  O’Brien  said  that  the 
Government  was  “replacing 
an  unfair  policy  with  a  fairer 
one”.  But  in  a  attempt  to 
reassure  traditionalists  the 
minister  said  the  new  criteria 
would  be  “strict  and  much 
tighter”  than  for  married  cou¬ 
ples  in  order  to  preserve  the 
“special  position  of  marriage". 

Under  the  new  guidelines  a 
couple  will  have  to  show  that 
they  have  been  living  together 
for  at  least  four  years  and  that 
they  intend  to  live  together  for 
the  rest  of  their  lives.  Once 
admitted  to  Britain  the  couple 
will  have  to  show  that  their 
relationship  has  lasted  a  fur¬ 
ther  year  before  they  are 
allowed  to  settle. 

Mr  O’Brien  said:  “The  key 
requirement  of  immigration 
policy  is  fairness.  The  new 
policy  will  keep  the  special 
position  of  marriage.  But  it 
would  be  unfair  to  stop  un¬ 
married  people  in  long-stand¬ 
ing  relationships  from  being 
toother  if  they  would  other¬ 
wise  satisfy  the  immigration 
.guidelines  and  meet  certain 
other  criteria,  but  are  unable 
to  get  married." 


Boris  Yeltsin,  Helmut  Kohl  and  Tony  Blair  at  lunch  in  Strasbourg  yesterday  before  the  announcement 

Yeltsin’s  Franco-Russian  deal 
undermines  Blair’s  Euro  hopes 


From  Charles  Bremner  in  Strasbourg 


TONY  BLAIR'S  drive  for  British  leader¬ 
ship  m  Europe  was  dealt  a  setback 
yesterday  when  Russia,  France  and 
Germany  agreed  to  stage  an  annual 
summit  without  inviting  Britain. 

News  of  the  Franco-German  arrange¬ 
ment  with  Russia  was  announced  by 
Presidents  Chirac  and  Yeltsin  after  Mr 
Blair  had  already  left  the  summit  of  the 
Council  of  Europe  in  Strasbourg.  Only 
two  hours  earlier,  Mr  Blair,  fresh  from  a 
visit  to  Moscow,  had  outlined  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  plans  to  bring  Britain  into  line 
with  the  rest  of  Europe  by  in  corpora  ting 
the  1950  Convention  on  Human  Rights 
into  domestic  law.  Britain  would  "lead  the 
way"  in  Europe,  he  said. 

The  words  lost  some  of  their  force  when 
a  jovial  Mr  Yeltsin  and  M  Chirac 


emerged  after  lunch  to  announce  that 
they  had  agreed,  with  Helmut  Kohl,  the 
German  Chancellor,  to  hold  annual 
meetings  to  review  the  state  of  the 
continent  The  meetings  would  be  “an 
important  force,  a  necessary  element  in 
the  deepening  of  peace,”  M  Chirac  said. 

Mr  Yeltsin  was  delighted  with  an 
arrangement  that  bolsters  Russia’s  ties 
with  the  West  and  which,  as  he  put  it 
recognises  “Russia's  place  in  the  Euro¬ 
pean  family".  Russia.  France  and 
Germany  had  “common  problems,  com¬ 
mon  business  to  discuss",  he  said. 

Tony  Lloyd,  a  Fbreign  Office  Minister, 
said  Britain  welcomed  the  arrangement 
but  acknowledged  that  no  prior  warning 
was  given  of  ft.  “Of  course  tills  is  not  a 
snub  for  Britain.  Britain  doesn’t  take  pan 


in  every  relationship  across  the  whole 
world.  We  regard  dus  as  a  very  welcome 
development  that  enhances  Russia's. role 
within  the  European  framework.”  he 
said. 

Ttaiian  officials,  irked  by  their  exclu¬ 
sion.  muttered  about  a  “Franco-German 
stitch-up".  Despite  the  British  line,  one 
round]  offidal  described  the  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  “troika"  summit  as  “weird" 
because  ft  had  been  presented  in  the 
context  of  foe  European  club. 

EU  offidals  said  British  exdusion 
would  have  been  barely  noticed  under  the 
previous  Government,  but  it  carried  a 
message  in  the  light  of  Mr  Blair’s 
European  aspirations.  He  is  to  host  a 
summit  of  east  European  states  applying 
for  EU  membership  in  February. 


Council  ‘left  hundreds 
at  risk  of  neglect’ 

Government  inspectors  yesterday  revealed  a  catalogue  of 
“fundamental  weaknesses"  and  “failures"  in  the  social 
services  department  of  Sefton  Borough  Council.  Mersey¬ 
side.  The  report  said  hundreds  of  vulnerable  .children  and 

old  people  had  been  left  at  risk  of  abuse  or  neglect  _ 

It  found  that  the  council  had  failed  to  allocate  a  social 
worker  to  nearly  200  children  on .  the  coundTs  child 
protection  register  or  identified  at  being  “at  risk”.  Eight  of 
the  council's  homes  for  old  people  failed  to  meet  health  and 
safely  standards,  and' more  than  100  elderly  people  were 
stranded  in  hospital  beds  because  of  sodal  workers’  failures. 

McCartney  plea  to  Blair 

Tony  Blair  was  lobbied  by  one  of  his  childhood  heroes 
yesterday  when  Sir  Paul  McCartney  pleaded  for  financial 
support  for  his  Liverpool  Institute  for  Performing  Arts, 
which  is  faring  crippling  debts.  Dining  a  meeting  at 
Chequers  —  their  find  since  the  election  —  Sir  Paul  was 
expected  to  tefl  the  Prime  Minister  that  his  performing  arts 
school  needs  minions  of  pounds  to  continue. 

GPs  win  medicine  war 

Doctors  can  were  given  the  go-ahead  to  continue  to  allow 
their  receptionists  to  dispense  prescriptions  after  a  High 
Court  test  case  brought  by  pharmacists.  The  chemists,  who 
receive  94.6p  for  each  prescription  they  dispense  and  are 
reimbursed  by  the  NHS.  claimed  they  were  better  trained 
and  tii at  doctors  usually  left  the  handing  over  of  medicines 
to  their  receptionists,  putting  the  public  at  risk. 

Promise  for  Britain 

A  British  oflshootof  die  American  “Promise  Keepers”,  the 
organisation  which  headed  a  prayer  rally  of  one  million 
men  in  Washington  last  week,  is  to  be  launched  at  a  rally  in 
London  in  May.  Promise  Keepers  UK  is  being  set  up  by 
English  churchgoers  to  help  men  recover  from  what  they 
term  “a  crisis  of  identity".  Meetings  wiU  be  held  next  month 
in  eight  churches  across  Britain.  Feet  of  day.  page  15 

Killing  was  self-defence 

A  factory  worker  who  stabbed  a  man  through  the  heart  with 
a  penknife  in  a  fight  was  cleared  of  murder  and 
manslaughter  at  Winchester  Crown  Court  Stuart  O’Neill, 
32.  of  Southampton,  said  he  produced  his  knife  in  self- 
defence  after  Phillip  Gray.  24,  frightened  his  dog  in 
Hoglands  Park,  Southampton,  and  started  to  punch  him. 
He  said:  “I  never  intended  to  use  the  knife.” 

Guerin  murder  arrests 

Dutch  police  last  night  arrested  two  suspects  in  connection 
with  the  murder  of  Veronica  Guerin,  the  Irish  journalist  in 
June  19%.  Brian  Meehan,  32,  and  John  Traynor.  48,  both  of 
Dublin,  were  arrested  in  Amsterdam  after  police  followed 
Mr  Meehan's  girlfriend  from  Dublin  yesterday.  All  three 
were  taken  into  police  custody.  Irish  police  had  issued  a 
warrant  for  the  arrest  of  Mr  Meehan. 
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This  exclusive  seven  row  faux  pearl  choker  is  part  of  the  new 
‘Heirloom  Violet’  range  by  Marvella.  now  available  from 
the  Designer  Jewellery  Room  at  Harrods,  Its  elaborate  floral 
detailing  is  highlighted  by  amethyst  and  clear  crystal  in  an 
‘antique’  style  silver  setting. 

-  Marvella  is  one  of  many  jewellers  offering  complimentary 
.  gifts  with  selected  purchases  between  now  and  16th  November. 
See  in-store  for  details.  Don’t  miss  out  on  this  glittering  opportunity 

Designer  Jewellery,  Ground  Floor.  * 
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Police  chief  to 
have  partner  in 
drug  tsar  post 

By  Valerie  Eluott  and  Stewart  Ten  dler 


TONY  BLAIR  is  so  concerned 
by  the  threat  of  drugs  that  he 
has  derided  to  appoint  two 
“drugs  tsars”  to  lead  a  cam¬ 
paign  against  the  problem. 

Keith  Hellawel!.  the  outspo¬ 
ken  Chief  Constable  of  West 
Yorkshire  Police  and  a  nat¬ 
ional  expert  on  drug  prob¬ 
lems,  is  to  lead  the  work  with 
police  and  on  the  ground. 

He  is  to  be  joined  by  a 
second  person  who  has  experi¬ 
ence  of  prisons  and  drug 
treatment  to  share  the  work¬ 
load.  The  prerise  division  of 
responsibilities  and  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  approach  to  a  new 
national  drugs  strategy  will  be 
announced  next  week  by  Ann 
Taylor,  the  Leader  of  the 
Commons  and  chairman  of  a 
Cabinet  subcommittee  on 
drug  problems. 

The  derision  to  split  the  role 
came  after  ministers  found 
great  difficulty  reaching  a 
decision  about  the  choice  of 
tsar.  Part  of  the  problem  may 
have  been  that  ministers  felt 
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Hellawel]:  to  lead 
work  with  the  polio: 


that  Mr  HellaweU.  56,  may 
have  been  too  old  to  reach  out 
to  young  people  and  theft- 
drug  culture. 

But  the  scale  of  the  task  was 
also  a  factor  which  persuaded 
ministers  that  they  should 
have  two  figures  at  the  helm. 
Mrs  Taylor  is  expected  to 
emphasise  next  week,  that  the 
Government  has  no  intention 
of  legalising  cannabis. 

The  tsars  are  to  have  special 
adviser  posts  in  the  Cabinet 
Office.  Salaries  are  not 
known,  but  the  present  maxi¬ 
mum  salary  for  a  special 
adviser  is  £73,000. 

Mr  HellaweU,  who  held  his  ‘ 
current  post  for  seven  years, 
earns  closer  to  £100,000  and  it 
is  possible  that  Mr  Blair 
might  increase  tile  salary  of 
the  new  job  with  the  agree¬ 
ment  of  Parliament. 

Mr  HellaweU,  a  member  of 
the  Home  Office's  advisory 
council  on  the  misuse  of  drugs 
since  1994.  has  repeatedly 
wanted  about  the  dangers  to 
society  from  drug  abuse,  in¬ 
cluding  telling  parents  that 
soft  drugs  were  as  much  a  part 
of  today's  youth  culture  as 
tobacco  was  to  his  generation. 

He  has  also  revealed  evi¬ 
dence  of  heroin  addicts  as- 
young  as  12  fuming  to  prosti¬ 
tution,  and  the  need  for  com¬ 
pulsory  treatment  of  drug 
misusers. 

Mrs  Taylor  has  been  pri¬ 
vately  studying  work  In 
Europe  on  drug  problems  and 
spent  two  days  this  week  in 
France  and  Holland.  The  trip 
included  a  visit  to  a  coffee  shop 
in  Amsterdam  where  canna¬ 
bis  is  sold  for  personal  use. 
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Slacey  lives  life  to  the  full  thanks 
to  Sense.  For  over  40  years  Sense 
has  helped  children  who  are  deaf 
and  blind  to  make  the  most  of 
their  lives. 

Help  us  reach  thousands  more 
like  Stacey  who  desperately  need 
special  support  by  completing 
the  coupon  below.  Thank  you. 
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rape  claim  student 
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THE  student  whose  gang  rape  case 
against  six  army  officers  collapsed 
yesterday  said  bitterly  after  they 
had  walked  free:  “I  hope  they  rot  in 

The  23-year-old  was  not  in  court 
but  made  no  attempt  to  disguise  her 
bitterness  and  said  she  had  no 
regrets  about  bringing  the  case.  The 
woman  said  she-  had  brought  the 
charges  to  encourage  other  women 
not  to  remain  silent  if  they  believed 
they  had  been  raped. 

Speaking  from  her  parents’  home, 
she  said  she  was  “shocked"  that  the 
case  had  collapsed  but  ruled  out  any 
civil  claim  against  the  six  she  had 
accused.  Her  hope  now  was  that  the 
men  would  be  thrown- out  of  the 
Army.  “1  grew  up  believing  that 
officers  were  genriemeru  Now  I 
know  different.  Giving  evidence 
was  a  nightmare:  I  just  wanted  to 
cry  the  whole  time.” 

She  said  her  solicitor  telephoned 
her  with  ,  the  news.  “I  could  not 
believe  it.  1  just  started  to  cry  and 
cry."  She  said  she  now  regretted  not 


THE  WOMAN 


Reports  by  Michael 
Evans,  Adrian  Lee,  Tim 
Jones,  Paul  Wilkinson 
and  Paul- Whittaker 


giving  the  whole  truth  about  other 
sexual  encounters  with  soldiers.  The 
court  heard  that  she  had  previously 
consented  to  sex  with  two  of  the 
men.  “I  omitted  details  because  I 
wanted  them  to  believe  what  I  was 
saying.  I  don’t  regret  reporting  it  at 
the  time.  I  did  it  for  other  women.  I 
wanted  to  be  strong  for  them." 

She  urged  others  in  her  situation 
to  tell  the  whole  truth  from  the  start 
and  said  those  who  made  rape 
allegations  should  retain  their  ano¬ 
nymity.  “if  they  don X  no  one  will 
come  forward  to  report  rapes." 

Her  main  priority  now  was  to 
continue  her  studies  as  a  computer 
programmer  and  raise  her  three- 
month-old  son.  “We  will  just  take  it 


stories 


rr  WAS  her  best  friend’s  account  of 
the  night  they  spent  at  the 
Shrivenham  college  that  under¬ 
mined  the  23-year-old  student's 
accusation  of  rape. 

Although  the  friend  was  a  witness 
for  the  prosecution,  the  judge  said 
that  her  account'  had  helped  the 
defence.  The  Telephone  call  inviting 
her  to  take  part  in  group  sex  with 
some  soldiers  she  had  met  at  a  golf 
club  had  clearly  indicated  that  the  ; 
complainant  was  considering  hav¬ 
ing  group  sex. 

The  complainant  had  claimed 
that  after  they  had  all  gone  back  to 


THE  FRIEND 


the  college  from  the  fate,  she  had 
gone  with  only  one  officer  from  the 
'sauna  to  change  her  clothes.  How¬ 
ever.  tiiis  did  not  tally  with  the 
account  given  by  her  Mend,  who 
was  in  another  officer’s  room  and 
said  that  she  had  heard  laughing 
and  giggling  in  the  corridor  outside 
aiid  that  one  of  the  voices  was  that  of 
the  complainanL  This  had  made  it 
clear  that  there  ,  were  others  and 
indicated  that  the  complainant  was 
not  at  that  stage  under  any  duress. 


step  by  step.  My  parents  are  being 
totally  supportive  but  I  still  fed 
numb."  She  declined  to  name  the 
father  of  her  child,  bur  said  he  was  a 
close  friend  who  lived  near  by.  They 
were  not  together,  but  remained 

friends. 

-Her  friends  said  she  admined  to  a 
series  of  faded  relationships,  but 
maintained  she  never  had  a  reput¬ 
ation  for  promiscuity.  While  work¬ 
ing  at  the  golf  club  where  she  was  to 
meet  the  six  soldiers,  she  had  had  a 
brief  affair  with  her  employer,  but 
by  the  time  of  this  incident  she  was 
seeing  another  man.  Although  the 
two  were  living  together,  their 
relationship  was  “rocky"  and  had 
been  effectively  over  ’  before  the 
incident 

The  woman  was  brought  up  in 
the  military  as  her  father  was  a 
sergeant  in  the  RAF.  Her  friends 
said  that  as  a  young  woman,  she 
.  was  attracted  to  officers  but 
because  of  her  own  modest  upbring¬ 
ing,  was  in  awe  of  them.  As  a  child, 
her  father’s  rank  denied  her  the 
chance  to  mix  with  the  officer  class, 
so  she  welcomed  the  attention  of  the 
dashing  young  men  from  Shriven¬ 
ham  who  drank  at  die  golf  dub. 

She  was  a  familiar  figure  at  the 
"  pubs  and  nightdubs  near  the  mili¬ 
tary  academy  and  worked  part-time 
as  a  barmaid.  To  the  soldiers  she 
was  an  easy  target.  Studying  in  a 
predominantly  male  environment 
she  was,  to  use  the  words  of  one,  “a 
game-on  bird".  In  an  interview  with 
MoD  police  another  of  the  men 
described  her  as  a  “tart". 

Another  of  the  accused,  describ¬ 
ing  sex  with  the  young  woman,  said 
he  “climbed  aboard"  her.  Ten  days 
before  the  incident,  she  marked 
three  soldiers  out  of  ten  for  their 
kissing  technique  at.  a  Swindon 
nightclub.  . 


Junior  officers 
told  friends 


any  case  could 
ruin  careers 


Darren  Bartlett 


Andrew  Stout 


Nicholas  Oettinger 


Phillip  Bates 


New  code  to  ban  antics  of  the  ‘Triathlon  Club’ 


THE  trial  highlighted  the 
antics  of  the  so-called 
Triathlon  Qub,  with  its  three 
disciplines  of  “booze,  birds 
and  brawling",  which  scan¬ 
dalised  senior  officers  and 
presented  die  Army  in  the 
worst  possible  light 
Associates  saidthat  three  of 
the- six  —  Captain  Phillip 
Bates,  Captain  Ian  Eta  How 
and  lieutenant  Matthew 
Tupling—  had  helped  to  form 
the  dub  when  they  were 


THE  ARMY 


stationed  in  Germany  in  1992. 
Five  of  the  six  accused  were 
studying  at  the  Royal  Military 
College  of  Science  at 
Shrivenham  and  the  sixth 
had  previously  attended  the 
college:  Friends  said  that,  at 
Shrivenham,  the  five  had 
discussed  sex  openly,  walked 
miked -around  die  officers’ 
mess  and  drunk  heavily  in  the 


local  pubs.  At  the  Eagle  pub  a 
picture  of  Captain  Bates  was 
pinned  to  the  wall  during  a 
caption  competition.  The  win¬ 
ning  entry  read:  “His  name  is 
Phillip  Bates.  He  screwed  a 
girl  with  a  load  of  his  males.” 

During  legal  arguments  in 
the  trial  the  court  was  told 
that  the  six  viewed  group  sex 
with  the  alleged  victim  as  an 
initiation  rite. 

.  Despite  the  acquittal  of  the 
six  ameers.  what  remained  on 


record  from  the  trial  was  a 
culture  of  heavy  drinking  and 
extrovert  behaviour  that  will 
be  prohibited  under  a  code  of 
ethical  conduct' that  is  to  be 
distributed  to  every  soldier 
and  officer  before  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Senior  officers,  who  were 
said  ro  have  been  shocked  by 
what  emerged  during  the 
triad,  were  adamant  yesterday 
that  (he  men’s  behaviour  was 
“totally  inconsistent”  with 


military  service.  The  Army 
already  has  discipline  and 
standards  guidelines,  drawn 
up  by  the  Adjutant-GeneraL 
which  spell  out  behaviour 
that  could  lead  to  disciplinary 
action,  including  bullying,  ra¬ 
cial  and  sexual  harassment 
drunkenness,  drug  abuse, 
and  adultery  within  the  mili¬ 
tary  community. 

The  lurid  picture  that 
emerged  from  the  trial  will  be 
uppermost  in  the  minds  of  the 


army  authorities  when  they 
deride  whether  disciplinary 
action  should  be  taken 
against  the  six  officers.  Based 
on  the  standards  required  of 
an  officer,  there  seems  little 
chance  of  any  of  them  being 
allowed  to  stay  in  the  Army. 

One  officer  saitfc  “That  they 
will  go  is  cut  and  dried.  There 
is  zero  tolerance  for  unaccept¬ 
able  behaviour  like  this.  They 
are  almost  certain  to  be 
dishonourably  discharged." 


AS  THE  weeks  passed,  the  six 
junior  officers  believed  they 
would  never  be  charged  with 
rape.  All  were  ambitious  for 
advancement  in  the  Army, 
and  confided  to  colleagues 
that  any  court  case  could 
finish  their  careers. 

Through  friends,  they  knew 
that  Che  woman  was  threaten¬ 
ing  to  go  to  police,  but  ft  was 
nearly  six  months  before  Min¬ 
istry  of  Defence  poiice  arrived 
with  arrest  warrants. 

In  the  early  hours  of  Decem¬ 
ber  3  last  year,  Captain  Phillip 
Bates,  of  Havana  Company  of 
the  Royal  Electrical  and  Me¬ 
chanical  Engineers,  was  sum¬ 
moned  from  the  mess  to  his 
commanding  officer's  room  at 
the  Bordon  garrison  in  Hamp¬ 
shire.  Within  hours,  the  others 
had  been  arrested  at  three 
other  military  establishments, 
including  Sandhurst,  where 
cadets  Nicholas  Oettinger  and 
Andrew  Stout  were  enrolled. 

Captain  Ian  Barlow,  the  son 
of  a  former  REME  major,  was 
the  last  to  be  picked  up  at  his 
barracks,  at  Catierick  in  York¬ 
shire.  Most  stood  in  stunned 
silence  when  told  the  charge. 

Lieutenant  Darren  Bartlett 
asked:  “Am  l  the  only  one 
arrested?"  He  had  followed 
his  father.  Frank,  into  the 
Army.  He  was  proud  of  being 
rhe  son  of  a  career  soldier  who 
spent  22  years  in  the  Royal 
Artillery,  rising  to  captain. 
The  family  live  in  Gosport.  A 
schoolfriend.  John  Ridley, 
said:  “Darren  was  always 
keen  to  impress  his  father  and 
follow  him  into  the  Army.  Of 
all  of  us.  he  was  the  least  Ukely 
to  do  anything  like  this." 

He  was  among  the  four  in 
this  group  who  was  a  student 
at  Welbeck.  the  MoD’s  sixth- 
form  college  at  Worksop.  Not¬ 
tinghamshire.  which  prides 
itself  on  taking  only  the  most 
accomplished  applicants  with 
scientific  backgrounds. 

Another  was  Matthew 
Tupling,  a  fire  officer's  son 
and  gifted  sportsman,  who 
went  to  Welbeck  from  the 
Danum  School  in  Doncaster. 
Yorkshire,  as  one  of  the  top  ten 
pupils  in  his  year.  His  deputy 
head  there.  Alan  Mendum. 
described  him  as  “a  very 
bright  lad  who  decided  early 


on  that  he  wanted  to  join  the 
Army.  He  earned  the  respect 
of  all  rhe  staff  here." 

Tupling  admined  during 
questioning  that  he  urinated 
on  the  woman  in  a  sauna,  but 
said  he  did  not  rape  her:  "I  am 
an  officer  for  God's  sake  — 
integrity  and  all  that." 
Tupling's  father.  David,  said: 
“I  was  disgusted  when  f  was 
told  the  details.  Nevertheless, 
I  believe  it  should  never  have 
been  brought  to  court.' 

Captain  Ian  “Harry"  Bar- 
low.  29,  is  attached  to  ihe 
Army  Air  Corps,  662  Squad¬ 
ron.  A  graduate  of  Shriven¬ 
ham  in  1991.  he  was  a  close 
friend  of  Phillip  Bates  and 
Manhew  Tupling.  The  three 
met  serving  in  Germany  in 
1992,  where  they  formed  the 
Triathlon  Club  drinking 
group.  He  served  in  Bosnia. 


THE  SIX  MEN 


and  was  visiting  his  friends 
when  the  incident  took  place. 
His  father  Peter.  53.  and 
mother.  Sylvia,  have  lived 
near  Corby,  Northampton¬ 
shire.  for  about  four  years. 

In  Gateshead.  Tyne  and 
Wear,  where  Andrew  StouL 
grew  up  and  attended 
Whickham  comprehensive 
school,  neighbours  said  the 
case  forced  his  separated 
mother.  Pamela,  to  move 
house.  She  told  friends  she 
could  nor  face  those  who  knew 
her.  and  bought  a  house  six 
miles  away.  Her  son  told 
police  that  he  found  group  sex 
“a  weird  and  sombre" 


experience. 

Phillip  Bates,  born  in  Scun¬ 
thorpe.  told  police:  'T  am  a 
typical  sexist  bloke.”  He 
admitted  trying  to  persuade 
the  girl  to  wear  handcuffs 
taken  from  the  garage  of  his 
father.  Michael,  who  was  a 
policeman  in  Lincolnshire. 

Nicholas  Oettinger.  20. 
grew  up  in  Wiltshire.  An 
earlier  hearing  was  told  that 
he  was  seeking  a  medical 
discharge.  That  is  now  likely 
to  be  refused.  Army  sources 
said.  His  father.  David,  of 
Preston,  is  a  former  landlord 
of  the  Red  Lion  Inn.  in  West 
Dean,  Salisbury. 


♦  Asian  wins  £350,000 
for  council’s  race  bias 


BY  ALEXANDRA  FrEAN,  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  CORRESPONDENT 


AN  ASIAN  computer  operator 
wbn-rectHtitlaimqjsraof  more 
than  £350,000  yesterday  in 
what  was  described  as  the- 
worst  care  (rf  persistent  radal . 
discrimination  ever  to  go  be¬ 
fore  a  cotirt 

DOT_D?Souza..62.wonthe 
award -at  the  end  bf  a  mara¬ 
thon  legal  banJe  which  started 
eight  yeanrago  after  he  com-, 
plained  to  Jtis  employers  at 
Lambeth. .  • '  council.  South 
London,  .  of-,  radial'  dis¬ 
crimination.  . ' . . 

After ' "  his'  -  victory,  Mr 
D*Souza"  criticised  the  council 
for  wasting  taxpayers  money 
fo  “defend  the 


le-; 


“Had  Lambeth  acted  prop¬ 
erly  at  the  beginning  and 
reinstated  "ine  'at  an  early 
stage,  the,  fiftandal  loss  they 
imposed  bri  .  me  would  have 
been  far  smaller.  I  would  have, 
been  able:  to  continue  contrib¬ 
uting:  to  services  for  the  people 
of  Lambeth'  through  my  cho¬ 
sen  career^"  he  said: 

MrD’Souza  started  to  work 
for  LambetJrin  March  1986, 
and  was  dismissed  in  January 
1990  after  he  had  complained 
imemaJtyofradafdiscrimiiia- 
tion.  He  won- 

five  industrial  tribunal  hear¬ 
ings  mroftis  treatment  by  the 
council. 

One' hearing  awarded  him 
£8,925  damages  under  the 
Employment  Protection  Con-, 
sofidation  Act*  which  imposes 


a  ceiling  on  payouts.  In  .the 
latest  ruling,  however,  the 
Employment  Appeals  Tribu¬ 
nal' said  that  he  was.  in  fact, 
entitled  to  a  payout  under  the 
Race  Relations  Act.  for  which 
there  is  no.  ceiling.  It  calculat¬ 
ed  his  award  at  £355L288.73  for 
loss  :’of  his-  job  and  "pensions 
benefits. 

Mr  D’Squia’s  original  com¬ 
plaint  Was  that  he  was'demed 
promotion  because  of  his  race. 
He  said  he  Was  subsequently 
victimised  by  the-coundl  sim¬ 
ply  because  he  had  taken  his 
complaint  to  an  industrial 
tribunal  and  was  seen  as  a 
trouble-maker  who-  had  cost 
his  employers  a.  lot  of  money. 

In  its.  ruling,  the  tribunal 
said  yesterday  that  but  for  an 
unreserved  1  apology  from 
Heather  Rabbatt,  the  present 


LTSouzarhe 
eight-year  legal  ' 


council  chief  executive,  it 
would  have  requested  a  for¬ 
mal  investigation  of  Lam¬ 
beth'S  policies  and  practices  in 
order  to  “to  minimise  the  risk 
of  a  similar  occurrence  in  the 
future". 

.The.  ruling  added  that  Mr 
D'Sb&za  had  been  the  victim 
of  “sham  eful "  treatment  by  the 
"council.  “In  the  experience  of 
this  court,  this  is  the  worst 
rare  of  unlawful  race  discrimi¬ 
nation  That  ft  has  ever  had  to 
consider.  Furthermore,  there 
is  no  reported  rase  which 
shows  such  persistend  dis¬ 
crimination  against  one  indi¬ 
vidual."  ' 

Sir  Herman  Ousdey,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Commission  for 
Radal  Equality,  which  backed 
Mr  D 'Souza’s  case,  said:  “Em¬ 
ployers  must  actively  seek  to 
eliminate  discrimination  from 
their  employment  practices, 
ensure  that  they  are  providing 
equafity  of  opportunity  and 
run  effective  and  fair  disciplin¬ 
ary  procedures." 

A  spokeswoman  for  Lam¬ 
beth,  council  said  yesterday 
that  Ms  Rabbatt  had  told  the 
tribunal  that 1  Lambeth  had 
been  in  an  “appalling  mess"  at 
the  time  of  Mr  D’Souza’s 
dismissal  and  that  none  of  the 
people  involved  in  his  sacking 
remained  with  foe  council. 

The  round]  is  considering 
an  appeal  against  the  way  in 
which  Mr  D'Souza's  award 
had  been  calculated- 


Neo-Nazi 
jailed  over 
race  hate 


magazine 


By  Stewart  TEndler 

CRIME  CORRESPONDENT 


A  FORMER  National  Front 
by-election  candidate  who 
planned  to  “destroy  society" 
by  inflaming  race  hatred  and 
violence  with  a  neo-Nazi  mag¬ 
azine  was  jailed  for  18  months 
yesterday. 

Robin  Gray,  35,  who  stood 
for  election  in  Hounslow. 
WesT  London,  in  the  19S0s, 
was  discovered  by  police  with 
hundreds  of  copies  of  a  maga¬ 
zine  called  S former  published 
by  the  Combat  18  group.  The 
magazine  was  linked  to  a  hate 
campaign  against  the  boxer 
Frank  Bruno’s  mother  and 
other  targets  including  the 
Liberal  Democrat  leader  Pad¬ 
dy  Ashdown. 

Gray,  of  Stan  well.  West 
London,  was  jailed  for  12 
months  at  Southwark  Crown 
court  for  two  counts  of  pos¬ 
sessing  “threatening,  abusive 
or  insulting”  material  with  a 
view,  to  distributing  it  and 
stirring  up  radal  hatred.  At 
the  time  of  the  offences  Gray 
was  on  licence  from  a  three- 
year  prison  term  imposed  for 
a  “fascist  skinhead”  attack  on 
a  policeman.  The  judge 
ordered  he  should  serve  the 
remaining  six  months. 

Last  month  Gray's  former 
landlord,  Mark  Atkinson.  31, 
from  Egham.  Surrey,  pleaded 
guilty  to  publishing  two  issues 
and  was  jailed  for  21  months. 


'  BA  to  change  smoke  hoods  for  Sikhs 


By  Joanna  Bale 


BRITISH  Airways  agreed  yesterday  to 
review  the  design  of  smoke  hoods  for 
cabin  crew  after  two  Sikhs  claimed 
discrimination  when  they  were  rejected 
as  stewards  because  of  their  beards  and 
turbans. 

Narinder  Singh  Roath  and  Satvmder 
Sandhu  werc  ttrid  that  they  would  have  to 
trim  their  beards  and  be  willing  jo 
remove  their  tartans  in  tbeevent  of  a  fire 
m  order  to  be  able  to  wear  the  smoke 
hoods.  Cabin  crew  are  not  allowed  to 
have  long  beards  because  facial  ban1 
interferes  with  the  seals  around  the  neck 
and  mouth  which  safeguard  them 


against  tone  fumes.. 

The  two  men  withdrew  their  daim  of 


radal  discrimination  at  an.  industrial 
tribunal  yesterday  after  BA  agreed  to 
attempt  to  develop  new  smoke  hoods, 
which  ran  be  worn  by  people  with  beards 
and  turbans,  in  collaboration  with  the 
Civil  Aviation  Authority  and  the  Health 
and  Safety  Executive. 

‘  .The  Drlger  safety  hoods,  distributed  to 
all  cabui  crew,  were  introduced  after  (be 
Manchester  air  crash  in  1985,  in  which  54 
people  dad.  The  hoods  enable  crew  to 
fight  ,  fires  on  board.  Pilots  and  passetv 
gers  are  issued  with  oxygen  masks. 
Andrew  Clarke.  QG  for  BA,  told  the 
hearing  in  London:  "The  Drlger  hood 
goto  over  the  whole  face.  The  difficulties 
are  obvious  and  the  difficulties  are  ■ 
accepted  by  experts  on  both  rides  of  this 
case-  Facial  hair  which  interrupts  those 


two  seals  is  impermissible,  whether  it  is 
worn  by  a  Sikh  or  anyone  else." 

The  agreement  reached  between  BA 
and  Mr  Sandhu,  24  of  Wariey.  Birm¬ 
ingham,  who  now  works  fora  marketing 
firm,  and  Mr  Singh  Roath,  27.  now  a  aril 
servant  also  states  that  the  company  will 
report  its  findings  to  the  Commission  for 
Radal  Equality  within  six  months. 

-  Manjit  GflL  representingtbe  two  men, 
said  they  believed  the  company  had  not 
done  all  it  could  to  employ  Sikhs.  “We 
hope  a  poritive  development  will  occur  as 
a  result  of  this  case  and  that  (hose 
responsible  for  developing  hoods  and 
safety  equipment  will  do  so  to  allow  more 
Sikhs  to  wear  them" 


Photograph,  page  32 


...and  over  100  other  destinations  worldwide. 


With  KLM/Air  UK,  you  can  fly  all  over  die  world  fecn  your  local  airport-  And  2 1  local 
airports  around  the  country  means  there's  one  closer  than  you  think.  With  prices  starting 
from  £59,  it  won't  cost  the  earth  either.  So  if  you  need  a  break,  call  0990  074  074  or 
0990  750  900  or  your  local  travel  agent,  ask  to  fly  KLM/Air  UK,  and  you're  off. 
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LATEST 
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DOLBY  PRO-LOGIC 


■  FEEL  PART  OF  THE  ACTK)M  Wnti  THE  CXQTEMENT  OF  CINEMA  SOUND 
STRAIGHT  INTO  YOUR  UVING  ROOM  _  •  , 

■COME  TO  CURRYS  FOR  AN  UNRIVALLED  DEMONSTRATION  OF  THE  VERY  LAItbl 
DOLBY  PRO-LjOGIC  TELEVISION  IN  OUR  STATE-OF-THE-ART  CINEMA-AT-HOME  ROOM 
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ON  DOLBY  PRO-LOGIC  TV 
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WIDESCREEN  MCAM  TELEVISIQK 


■UP  TO  30%  MORE  OF  THE  ACTION 
AS  THE  DIRECTOR  INTENDED 
■  WIDESCREEN  WITH  DOLBY  PRO-LOGIC  SURROUND 
SOUND  PROVIDES  THE  ULTIMATE  CINEMA 
SOUND  AND  VIEWING  EXPBUBICE 


*  jC 


33"  Dolby  Pro-Logic 
Surround  Sound  TV 

■  80cm  visible  screen  size. 

■  Sub-woofer. 

■  Fastext  for  easy  access  to 
Teletext  information  services. 

■  Headphone  socket 

■  On-screen  menu  system 
for  ease-of-use. 

Model  3377DB. 


CURRYS  PRICE 
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12  MONTH: 
INTEREST 
FREE 
OPTION* 
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■  FOR  A  HIGH-QUALITY  STEREO  SOUND 
■  HEAR  YOUR  FAVOURITE  TV  PROGRAMMES 
N  FULL  MCAM  STEREO 

l  IDEAL  FOR  MUSIC  PROGRAMMES.  FILMS  AND  SPORT 
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WDotoy  Pro-Logic  Sonouod  Sound  TV  with  Fastext  djRRY5  PRICE 


■* 


■  6Som  visible  screen  size. 

■  Fastext  for  easy  access  to  Teletext  service*. 

■  Super  3-0  bass  super-woafet 

■  Cabinet  included.  ’ 

Model  29AD2DP.  Was  £849.99. 

12  MONTHS  M1ERE5T  FSS  OPTIOM* 


f, 


EXTRA  SAVING 


JVC  29- Why  Fio-tonlc  J-D  Phonic  SionHMd  Sound  TV 

■  68071  WiiWe  sovon  size.  m  On-jown  menu  display. 

■  Fastext.  a  Auto  set-up 

Model  23SX2EKR.  Was £84*99.  Was  £79949. 

9  NOMTHS  WIEHEST  DD  OPTWH* 


3ST  Dotoy  Pro-Logic  Surround  ■  ■ 
SoundTV 

■  66cm  visible  screen  size.  •  . 

■  Fastext  for  easy  access,  to  ..  . 

Teletext  services-  .’  • 

Model 2886-  -*  r-v:r,l--  ■■■. 

MiBtEsr  CURRYS  PRICE' 
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SAVE 


32"  Widescreen  TV  with  Dolby  Pro-Logic  Surround  Sound 

■  76cm  visible  screen  size.  CURRYS  PRICE 

■  6  loud  speaker  system  including 
sub-woofer  for  extra  bass. 

Model  32PW6332C.  ▼■  ■  ■  ■ 

Was  £1499:  Was  £1349.  f  ■  M  ■■ 

12  MONTHS  INTEREST  J  |  ^ 


NICAM  VIDEO 


Pgaroma  28"  NICAM 
Stereo  TV  with  Fastext 

■  66cm  visible  screen  size. 

■  On-screen  display. 

Model  2867.  Was  £579.99. 

9  MONTHS  INTEREST 
FREE  OPTION* 


CURRYS  PRICE 

£52999 
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28"  Widescreen  TV 

■  66cm  visible  screen  size. 

■  Fastext  for  easy  access  to 
Teletext  services. 

■  Hyper  Sound  for  enhanced 
base. 

■  On-screen  display  for 
ease-of-use. 

Model  28BW2BD. 

Was  £949.99. 


CURRYS  PRICE 


2ST  NKAM  Stereo  TV  with 


WOODEN  CABIN  El 


■  68on  visible  screen  size. 

■  Fastext  for  e«y  access  to  Teletext 
services. 

Model  29PTS773C  CURRYS  PRICE 
(Model  PHILIPS  _  _  _  A 

zs^m-  40AA 


SONY 


25”  NICAM  Stereo  TV  with  Fastext 

59cm  visible  screen  size. 

ModelKV25F1.  CURRYS  PRICE 
Was  £54849:  _ 

Was  £49999. 

9  MONTHS  #1  fll 


£899.j  f1099  sl  479  m 
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NICAM  Stereo  Video  with 
VideoPius  and  PDC 
On-screen  display. 

Model  3800.  In-store  Price  £299-99- 
6  MONTHS  INTEREST 
FREE  OPTION* 


4-Head  Supar-WLogic  IWCAM 
Stereo  Video  with  VideoPius  and  PDC 
Full  auto  set-up  for  easy  Installation.' 

Model  SLVE72Q.  . 

Was £37939. . 

9  MONTHS  UriBEST  FREE  OPTION* 


CURRYS  PRICE 


VOUCHER  PRICE 
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ocean  to  Teletext 
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£849 


Model  KV28W5Z 

Was  fBW.  W»  £899. 

12  MONTHS  DUBB3T  FREE  OFTKWT 


JVC  BBH  32"  WUwnm  TV  with 
Dolby  Fro-togic  J-D  Phonic  Sunwid  Stand 

■  7Son  vMbfn  screen  size. 

■  Mutb -format  HM  CMMMMX 

'*^nema  fflfl  ilTQQ 

Model  32WX1.  £  I  L3j 

Was  £1699.  _ 
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21- MCAM  SMM  TV  w«i  team 

■  Sian  vfaibln  urttn  sin. 

■  Fastext  lor  easy  MMKto 
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Model  21MD3.  HI 
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was  £379.99.  KAJWVlP.H 


EXTRA  SAVING 


manual 


TOSHIBA  a*MCMHSnM>1VuMihnai 

■  S9gn  visible  screen  dan. 

■  Fasten  for  easy  ■BWWaOTnr*  fiocs 
access  to  Teletext  VM  IRA 

a^^DHL  EiHAIjm 

Was  £499.99 

9  MONTHS  INTEREST  FREE  OPTION- 


EXTRA  SAVING 


umZEUfilafl  4-Head  NICAM  Stereo 
Video  with  VideoPius  and  PDC 

■  VWeoWus  and  PDC  for  aasy;.  reliable  recording. 

■  Auto  set-up. 

Model  VTF650.  Iihstore  Pita  <37949. 

9  MONTHS  INTEREST  FWEE  OPTKM* 
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Only  Currys  bring  you  all  this 


NEXT  DAY  DELIVERY 
&  INSTALLATION 
yv  ;  i  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
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■any  of  our  ament  prices  are  Cony*  lowest 
aeet  Find  a  lower  price  far  the  sane  product 
and  oflei;  complete,  neve,  boxed  and  In  stock 
in  a  loaii  shop  vndw  7  days  of  pwtase  and 
well  match  iL 


Up  to  5  years  expert 
service  support 
when  you  buy  a 
Maseitare 
Coverpten  Service 
AgimnwnL 
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ANY  PBODUCT  OVER 
£100.  Ask  iivnore 
for  details. 

EXCLUSIVE 


With  Currys  Premier 
Advantage  Account 
you  can  take 
advantage  of  any 
credit  offer  (restore. 
Ask  for  detail*. 


Repairs  7  day*  a  week 
(same  day  wherever 
passible). 


For  mast  large  items 
if  you  phone  before 
Warn  Monday  to 
Friday  and  live 
within  ID  mltas  of  " 
a  Currys  store. ' 
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WE’LL  NEVER 


^For  exceptional 
value,  exdusivfl  to 
DSG  Retail  Ltd. 


For  direct,  doontep 
defive<y,  Freephone 
0500  304304  or  fax 
01442  88814S  (9am- 
530pm  Mbn-Sat, 

T  0am- 5pm  Sun). 
Delivery  charges  from 
£3-2-  Rart  of 
DSG  Retail  Ltd. 


Available  in-store. 


0891  516516 
CaUs  cost  50p  per 
minute. 


ELECTRIC 


On  aH  free-standing 
gas  and  electric 
cookers  by  CORGI 
registered  engineer* 
(exdudes  Northern 
Ireland  and  sefocred 
Scottish  stores). 


.  EXAMPLE  OF 
INTEREST 
FREE  OPTION 
ON  SELECTED 
PRODUCTS 


- - -  , 

IWhi  12th or IBtb  owntNy  liMWKiSiiMI  Balance  of  £237.64  before  £U53L Total  amount  ■  HIM  IU  h  /  WHtbm  cmfit  quotations 

■epaymaitacoml&ig  to  the  parted  stated  with  the  (or  with)  tha  l2d>moathly  BBi  (ayafafo  £749A3.  Ml  It  £il J  L  *n..m***iT<*r?  jendwartu  ”»”?  aaim  ywr  dtewaa.  One 

product.  Sae  our  Tfaw  It  Works' sbowtad  bestorefor  QHSBQ  repgmerttoudmn^  payaNe  MH  Ill  llflflAf/0  toe*la*^”,fc4n 

details.  Example  based  ed  Cash  Pifwaf  £499.99.  MHHHH  £*w-91  lrfrER£ST<Hi-  HIHIHH  BW«ba18orowm2Hn  HorttmtolanL)  |cflw1.HUlgrn  Thwa  Code*  (Head  Offlar 

All  Superstores  offer  easy  paritmg.  (at*  night  shopping  and  Sunday  opening.  Ring  0990-500049  for  details  of  your  nearest  store.  Written  credit  quotations  from  Currys,  Dept  MK.  Hand  Hempstead,  Herts  HP2  7T<G.-  Currys  are  licensed  credit  bipken  Ask  in -store  For  details* 


LITMCE  12 
MONTHS 
i;-JT  =  REST 
:REE  OPTION 


20%  deposit  Of  £99-99. 

12  monthly  payments  of  £  1153- 
Balance  of B37A4  before 
(or  with)  the  12th  monthly 
repayment,  fotol  amount  payaMe 
£4»JllKTEIUSrO%. 


SfTFAQ  THE 

[E3  cost 


^  3mm  ■ 

Currys 


BRITAIN’S  BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL  STORES 


F°R  0UR  VOUCHER  SPECIALS! 
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Never  mind  Gazza, 


A  DISCERNING  elite'  has 
decided  that  culture  and  cal  do 
—  Italian  for  football  -  ate  the 
perfect  mix  for  a  long  weekend 
and  has  swelled  the  ranks  of 
fans  attending  England’s 
cruaal  match  with  Italy 
tonight  J 

For  thousands  of  English 
supporters.  Rome  will  only  be 
glimpsed  between  the  airport 
and  the  stadium  where  World 
Cup  qualifying  dreams  could 

be  won  or  lost 

But  hundreds  more  are 
combining  the  game  with 
visits  to  Rome's  galleries,  mu¬ 
seums,  and  shops.  Seven 
members  of  the  Islington  Lab¬ 
our  Party,  former  neighbours 
of  Tony  Blair,  arrived  yester¬ 
day  and  hope  to  visit  Rome’s 
galleries  tomorrow.  The  art 
lover’s  list  includes  works  by 
Raphael  and  Leonardo  da 
Vina"  at  the  Vatican  Museum, 
Bernini  at  the  Museo  Borghe- 
se,  and  Etruscan  treasures  at 
the  Villa  Giulia. 

To  avoid  the  huge  demand 
for  hotel  space  —  Rome  is  fully 
booked  on  Saturday  night  — 
the  seven  have  hired  an  apart¬ 
ment  in  the  city.  Tony  Banks, 
the  Sports  Minister,  and  the 
Chancellor,  Gordon  Brown, 
are  also  to  attend  the  match, ' 

For  others  the  game  is  an 
occasion  around  which  to 
build  a  romantic  weekend. 
Clive  Thompson.  43,  a  man¬ 
agement  consultant  and 
Arsenal  fan,  has  invested  a 


An  elite  band  of  fans  are  to  pay  their 
respects  to  Italy’s  finest  artists  as  well 
as  to  football,  writes  Richard  Duce 


Well.  he*sgot  to  be  around 
hen  somewhere!  . 

“sizeable  chunk"  in  four  days 
away  with  his  wife  Margaret 
at  a  £150-a-night  hotel.  • 

.  The  couple  first  ;came  to 
Rome  ten  years  ago  on  their 
honeymoon  and  Mrs  Thomp¬ 
son  has  no  intention  of  seeing 
the  game.  “I  want  to  see  die 
Titians  at  the  National  Gal¬ 
lery  and  the  statues  at  the 
Borghesi  museum.  We  plan  to 
eat  well  together  but  my 


husband  is  on  his  own  as  far 
as  the  match  is  concerned." 

Alan  Smith,  37,  a  restaurant 
■  manager,  arrived  at  his  hotel 
on  the  Via  Veneto  yesterday- 
with  his  wife  Debbie,  31.  from 
Worthing.  West  Sussex.  The 
couple  have  spent  £350  each 
for  a  three-night  stay.  While 
Mr  Smith  has  a  ticket  for  the 
match,  his  wife  is  happy  to 
watch  it  on  television.  She 
said:  "I  plan  to  see  the  sights  in 
Rome  and  perhaps  do  some 
.  serious  shopping." 

At  the  Stadio  Olimpico, 
where  the  match  kicks  off 
tonight.  Italian  touts  were 
offering  £80  tickets  for  £120. 
However,  police  insist  that 
anyone  who  is  obviously  an 
English  supporter  will  not  be 
allowed  into  sections  of  the 
ground  which  have  been  allo¬ 
cated  for  Italians. 

Police  in  Rome  also  revealed 
yesterday  that  they  will  be 
using  a  helicopter  above  the 
stadium  with  a  direct  video 
link  to  their  control  room.  It 
means  police  can  be  mobilised 
within  minutes  to  any  poten¬ 
tial  flashpoint  between  oppos¬ 
ing  supporters.  More  than 
2,000  Italian  police  will  be 


mobilised  today  in  foil  rioi 
gear  and  all  leave  has  been 
cancelled.  An  extra  1,500  offi- 
■  cers  from  outside  Rome  have 
also  been  drafted  in. 

The  majority  of  the  10.000 
England  supporters  are  ex¬ 
pected  in  Rome  on  flights  this 
morning.  Some  2,000  of  them 
have  signed  up  for  "executive 
packages",  which  indude  a 
match  ticket,  flights  and  a 
night  in  a  hotel  for  £469. 

Five  British  police  officers 
from  the  National  Criminal 
Intelligence  Service  in  London 
are  in  Rome  to  help  the  Italian 
police  spot  any  potential  trou¬ 
blemakers  who  are  known  to 
have  previous  convictions  re¬ 
lating  to  football  They  esti¬ 
mate  that  between  600  and 
700  fans  could  be  swept  along 
by  any  trouble,  but  that  only 
60  or  70  without  tickets  will  be 
looking  for  confrontation.  Last 
night  only  four  English  sup¬ 
porters  had  been  arrested  for 
drink-related  offences.  ! 

Superintendent  George 
Robinson,  of  West  Yorkshire 
Police,  who  is  heading  the 
British  liaison  operation,  said 
last  night  “We  don't  want 
people  to  spoil  what  should  be 
a  wonderful  evening  for  every¬ 
one,  particularly  as  England 
is  hoping  to  stage  the  World 
Cup  in  2006." 

Leading  article,  page  23 

Rome  crossroads,  page  33 
Weekend,  page  13 


Trophy  wives  fly  out  for  a  Debs’  ball 


By  Dominic  Kennedy 
and  Daniel  McGrory 

A  FLEET  of  planes  wfl]  fly  to 
Rome  today  bearing  En¬ 
gland’s  ultimate  weapon  to 
intimidate  the  Italians:  a  bevy 
of  footballers’  trophy  wives. 
Several  are  called  Debbie: 

Their  mission  is  the  psycho¬ 
logical  intimidation  of  the 
Italian  squad,  who  have  been 
grimly  preparing  in  an  isolat¬ 
ed  hotel  mi  a  mountain  in 
Tuscany. -A  Football  Associ¬ 
ation  source  said:  “We  want  to 
make  them  think  that  Eng¬ 
land  are  relaxed,  enjoying 
ourselves  and  preparing  for  a 
big  family  party." 

They  will  be  backed  by 
reinforcements  of  proud  par¬ 
ents  armed  with  anecdotes^ 
about  their  sons’  school  foot-  - 
ball  days.  The  FA  has  booked 


Ian  Wright  with  his  wife  Debbie,  who  will  be  in  Rome 


wives,  girlfriends;  parents, 
brothers  and  sisters  on  50 
aeroplanes.  Staff  working  for 
Glenn  Hod  die  have  spent  48 
hours  booking  footballers’ 
loved  ones  on  to  empty  seats 
on  the  planes,  which  are  also 


carrying  scores  of  officials. 
They  have  struggled  to  find 
hotel  rooms,  as  Rome  is  also 
hosting  a  conference  Of  2,000 
doctors. 

■pie  women  flying  to  Italy 
indtade  Debbie  Wright,  wife 


of  lan.  and  Debbie  Rodgers, 
fiancee  of  David  Seaman. 
Gary  and  Phil  Neville's  par¬ 
ents  will  be  there  too.  Local 
knowledge  will  be  provided 
by  Clare  Ince.  wife  of  Paul  an 
Italian  band  from  the  days 
when  her  husband  played  for 
Inter  Milan. 

Among  the  absentees  is  the 
ultimate  trophy  girlfriend. 
David  Beckham's  Victoria 
Adams,  who  uses  the  profes¬ 
sional  sobriquet  "Posh  Spice". 
She  will  be  rehearsing  for  a 
concert  in  Istanbul. 

The  FA  was  inspired  by  the 
Ryder  Cup  wives  whose  glam¬ 
orous  presence  on  the  greens 
was  regarded  as  a  vital  mo¬ 
rale  booster  helping  the  Euro¬ 
peans  to  retain  the  trophy. 
The  English  soccer  women 
will  be  given  prominent  seats 
in  the  stadium. 
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In  gladiatorial  mood:  English  footbaU  fens  in  front  of  the  Colosseum  yesterday 
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Digger 
firms 
fined 
for  fatal 
accident 

By  Simon  de  Bruxelles 

TWO  plant  hire  companies 
found  guilty  of  contribut¬ 
ing  to  a  road  accident  in 
which  five  people  were 
killed  by  the  arm  of  a 
digger  were  fined  a  total  of 
£425.000  yesterday. 

The  victims  died  when 
The  arm  swung  out  as  the 
digger  was  carried  on  a 
low  loader,  tearing  off  the 
roofs  of  four  cars  coming  in 
the  opposite  direction  at 
Castle-an-Dinas  near 
Newquay.  Cornwall. 

The  judge  at  Truro 
Crown  Court  said  there 
had  been  a  "complete  dere¬ 
liction  of  duty"  by  the 
companies'.  Bazeley  Plant 
Hire,  of  St  Columb,  Corn¬ 
wall.  and  its  parent  com¬ 
pany.  Chepstow  Plant 
Hire,  of  Chepstow,  were 
convicted  of  failing  to  en¬ 
sure  people  were  not  ex¬ 
posed  to  risks  to  their 
safety. 

The  accident  happened 
in  December  1995  on  a 
narrow,  unlit  road  because 
the  driver  of  the  low  loader 
failed  to  pin  the  arm  of  the 
digger  or  secure  it  with 
chains.  Judge  Graham 
Cottle  said  most  of  the 
blame  must  go  to  Bazeley 
Plant  Hire  because  it  was 
their  responsibility  to  see 
that  the  driver  was  super¬ 
vised.  Thai  week  he  had 
worked  71  hours. 

The  driver.  Mark  Wade. 

31,  who  was  found  guilty  of 
five  charges  of  causing 
death  by  dangerous  driv¬ 
ing.  had  no  safety  training 
and  told  the  court  he 
worked  16  hours  without  a 
break  on  the  day  of  the 
accident.  He  is  to  be  sen¬ 
tenced  next  month. 

Thejudge  said:  “Elemen¬ 
tary  and  basic  safety  proce¬ 
dures  were  ignored  and 
there  was  a  total  failure  to 
instruct,  train  or  supervise 
an  employee.  It  was  a 
complete  dereliction  of 
duty."  He  fined  Bazeley 
Plant  Hire  £250,000  and 
ordered  the  company  to 
pay  E45.000  costs.  Chep¬ 
stow  Plant  Hire  was  fined 
£175.000  and  ordered  to 
pay  £30,000  costs. 
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Right  how  the  taxman  is  nibbling 
at  your  savings. 


But  we  have  a  cunning  plan. 


7V’..:  taxman  is  current!':  taking  J 
bit?  out  of  the  interest  or.  your  savings.  Its  -<' 
hard  \  . but  it  needn't  he  hat  !  d-cc-c. 

(  >.vr  :.:rx  j>:  Mowt-v  (  :ti  tiitr.uUu. 

r!r-;ne  lik.  '/.<  To-  f  V  =rn:y  -  .'7  m. 
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yottr door.  And  yon'!!  find  other  tiiiditci.il •jri&s.v 
that  aren't  to-be  <r:'lvd  a!.  IcmPte+if 

I  ■/:  rout  tr.  i  L‘sj>v  or  to  ii/raiigi  an 
,7 ffp/riitmer:  :;  i  \<t;  an;  .,»:<!  lore  .tinenf 

\dr:<n.  sen-i  ;'f  or- «.-/»  free  ■ 

‘‘St:0  d'O. 


Call  TSB  PhoneBanh 
now  for  your  free  guide. 


0500  758  400 


¥<*,  I  would  tike  to  teem*  my  free  TSB  Money  Guide. 

Smd  to,  TSB  Money  Guide  Offer.  FREEPOST  SC£  4272.  Swindon  SN3S  9HW. 


Surname:  IXUlMn/Mlst/MsI  -  .. 
T(l*ph<*U!  \t totben  . 


First  Name: . 
.Address: . 


I  . . Postcode: . . . : . .  . . 

•  Are  you  a  TSB  eutiomeri  Yes  □  ,Vo  □. 

■  We'd  like  m  contact  you  from  time  to  Ume  with  details  about  scruim  from  TSB 

•  '  aaJ  other  TSB  group  companies  if  we  think  they'd  httemi  yam. 

-  However,  if  you' j  prefer  «»r  to  be  told  about  these  services,  please  tick  this  box 
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•  Stnickbythe  Royal  Mint 

10th  Anniversary  of  the 
Britannia  Issue  - 

•  Purer  than  sterling  silver 

•  Brand-new  design  for  1997 

•  Strictly  limited  to  15,000  complete  j 

collections  worldwide  r 

Now  you  can  own  one  of  Britain’s  best  kept  coin  secrets,  jl 
The  Complete  Britannia  Solid  Silver  Proof  Collection!  . 


royal  ! 

MLVr  * 


FREE  Presentation 
Case  &  Certificate 
of  Authenticity 


£2  aOBOum  ifiarnaa 
£]  ZrtXknBi  dameur 
50p  SZLOQmm  diameter 
?flp  JbJOnUD 


i.  N  The  Complete  Britanuia  Solid  Silver  Proof  Collection!  J  SEND  NO  MONEY  NOW  J 
Issued  on  the  10th  Anniversary  of  the  first  ever  Britannia  J  VVTQifmincisanx^  J 

coins  -  each  of  the  four  coins  in  the  set  are  struck  by  the  Royal  I  J-JCO  application  for  ihe  1997  complex  Britannia  sawprqof  I 
Mint  in  purest  Britannia  silver  -  even  purer  than  sterling  silver'  I  1 *?*  non^,DOW- 1  «*dcrsiand  dm  1  will  ■ 

‘  *  B  be  invoiced  for  (be  first  instalment  of  £17  prior  to  despatch,  and  for  die  ■ 

_ _ _ „  _ _ ,  D  -  .  ,  ..I  balance  in  four  interest-tree  monthly  Instalments  of  £17.  1  will  also  I 

Fteatunng  a  brand  new  design  for  1997,  Britannia  is  shown  in  all  ■  ha*  ^opportunity  to  if  not  completely  J 

her  glory,  resplendent  in  her  chariot  pulled  by  two  magnificent  I  satisfied,  1  have  foil  right  of  return.  | 

horses  I  ■ 

J  Order  Rcf:  3847IN108  | 

Presented  in  an  exclusive  Presentation  Case,  TTje  Complete  I  a[mcd;  I 

Britannia  Solid  Silver  Proof  Collection  is  strictly  limited  to  |  | 

just  15,000  sets  worldwide  -  a  tiny  number  when  compared  to  |  Mc/MrsAiiss: _ I 

Other  Royal  Mint  coin  issues.  Demand  is  expected  to  be  very  |  Address:  I 

high,  so  please  order  early  to  avoid  disappointment  .  ”  ^  ™“  J 
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IT  IS  being  billed  as  the  last  great  space 
mission  of  the  20th  century  {Nick 
NuttalJL  technology  correspondent 
writes).  On  Monday  the  Cassini  Huy¬ 
gens  mission  will  blast  off  from  Cape 
Canaveral  on  a  two-bflliotwnile  voyage 
to  Saturn  and  its  giant  moon.  Titan. 

The  El  billion  mission,  a  joint  Euro¬ 


pean  and  American  venture,  aims  to 
gather  more  knowledge  on  the  ringed 
planet  and  unravel  die  mysteries  of 
Titan,  which  is  shrouded  in  foggy 
douds.  Its  surface  and  atmosphere  have 
intrigued  scientists  for  years:  they 
believe  the  moon  resembles  a  deep- 
frozen  Earth  of  4 5  billion  years  ago. 


before  life  evolved.  The  Huygens  probe, 
with  instruments  from  the  University  of 
Kent,  the  Rutherford  Appleton  Labora¬ 
tory  and  the  University  of  Manchester’s 
Institute  of  Science  and  Technology.  wilJ 
parachute  through  the  atmosphere,  hit¬ 
ting  the  surface  after  135  minutes.  The 
probe  may  then  operate  for  up  to  an 


hour,  beaming  information  to  the 
Cassini  craft-  The  probe  has  a  force 
sensor  beneath,  whidi,  it  is  hoped,  will 
beam  back  whether  the  surface  is  sandy 
or  gravelly,  or  sticky  from  organic 
compounds.  Ralph  Lorenz,  a  European 
Space  Agency  engineer,  said:  “If  the 
probe  lands  in  a  hydrocarbon  sea,  it  wiB 


float,  and  accelerometers  will  measure 
wave  heights.  A  small  sonar  wiD  mea¬ 
sure  the  depth  of  the  sea.”. 

Some  does  to  die  moon's  environment 
have  co  me  from  Voyager  missions  of  the. 
early  1980s,  and  more  recently  from 
ground-based  radar,  the  Hubble  space 
telescope  and  more  powerful  optical 


telescopes.  These  indicate  that  some  of 
the  .complex  organic  chemicals  whidi 
may  have  led  to  die  evolution  of  life  on 
Earth  are  oh  Titan.  They  indude 
hydrogen  cyanide,  a  building  block  of 
life.  Its  air,  like  Earth’s,  is  made  up 
mainly  of  nitrogen.  But,  unlike  Earth,  it 
also  contains  methane.  . 
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4nd  the  Beast. 
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It's  all  happening  at  the  Loudon  Motor  Show,  Hall  1. 


October  1 6th  will  be  a  great  day  tor  true  motoring  enthusiasts.  Chevrolet  will 
unveil  two  new  stars,  each  unique,  and  each  offering  totally  new  experiences  to 


Sports  Car  buyers.  1  he  L  K  Premiere  of  the  Corvette  and  the  Camsro.  The  Beau  tv  is 
Camaro  -  sleek,  powerful,  roomy  and  infatuating.  A  true  Sports  Tourer  with  a!! 
die  conveniences  of  a  luxury  cruiser.  For  years,  the  brand  has  been  one  of  Americas 
favorite  pastimes. 


"1  he  Beast  is  Corvette.  1  he  new  Corvette.  Launched  in  Geneva  earlier  this  ir 
and  now  offered  topless.  But  with  pienrv  under  the  hood!  Corvette  is  power  in 
the  raw.  Fast,  furious,  magnificent.  A  -Sporting  Icon.  Carefully  monitored  production 


results  in  hunted  C  orvette  availability.  Reserve  one  early.  The  Beast  is  for  txmim 
1  lie  Beau  tv  is  for  ioviutr. 


http://www.dievrolotcurope.com  For  more  information,  also  call  03  43-66 11  04. 
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Son  goes  free 


BRYN  COLTON 


A  FARM  worker  who  held  a 
shotgun  to  his  crippled  moth¬ 
er  s  head  while  she  pulled  the 
mgger  walked  free  from  court 
yesterday. 

Janet  Pitman.  75.  had  re- 
pearedly  begged  her .  son, 
Peter,  to  help  her  out  of  her 
misery  after  suffering  years  of 
agony  from  rheumatoid  ar¬ 
thritis.  On  an  early  summer’s 
evening  in  May  the  pair 
hugged  farewell  in  a  field  200 
.  yards  from  the  home  -  they 
shared  in  the  village  of 
Chariton  .  Mackrell.  near 
Yeovil,  Somerset.  Moments 
later.  Mrs  Pitman  was  dead. 

A  judge  showed  mercy, 
giving  Peter  Pitman  a  nine- 
month  prison  sentence  sus¬ 
pended  for  two  years.  Pitman. 
46,  who  called  the  police 
.  straight  after  the  shooting, 
was  originally  charged  with 
murder.  Buz  when  th.e  details 
emerged,  the  Crown  Prosecu¬ 
tion  Service  reduced  it  to 
aiding  and  abetting  suicide. 

Michael  Brabin,  1  for  the 
defence,  told '  Bristol  Crown 
Court  “The  night  before  she 
died  she  screamed  in  agony 
every  half-hour.  She  was  de¬ 
termined  to  take  her  life  the 


Man  was  faced 


with  stark  choice 


.after  witnessing 


years  of  agony, 
reports  Simon 


de  Bruxelles 


next  day  and  asked  Mr  Pit¬ 
man  to  lend  her  his  gun.  He 
and  his  mother  hugged  each 
other  for  a  long  lime.  She  got 


him -to  hold  the  gun  for  her 
and  she  pressed  back  the 
trigger." 

Mr  Brabin  said  Pitman  had 
previously  stopped  his  wid¬ 
owed  mother  from  sitting  on  a 
railway  track  near  their  home. 
She  jiad  threatened  to  do  it 
again  if  he  did  nor  help  her  to 
kill  herself. 

Mr  Brabin  said:  “She  was  a 
strong-minded  woman  who 
was  determined  on  this  occa¬ 
sion  to  take  her  life.  Mr 
Pitman  had  a  difficult  derision 
to  make.  He  knew  what  he 


Matter  of  honour:  Peter  Pitman  and  his  mother,  Janet 


was  doing  was  against  the 
law. 

“It  was  a  matter  of  honour 
which  forced  him  .  to.  go 
through  this  macabre  ritual. 
He  said  to  me.  ‘For  my  mother 
to  have -gone  down  to  the 
railway  track  and  to  have  been 
found  from  here  to  Crewkeme 
would  have  been  a  disgrace.'  ” 

He  added:  “He  had  lived 
with  his  mother  all  his  life  and 
looked  after  Her.  She  was  the 
-dominant  one  in -the  house 
and  she  was  obsessed  with  her 
illness.  Mrs  Reman  had  made 
it  abundantly  clear,  that  she 
had  intended  to  take  her  life." 

Since  die  killing  Mr  Pitman 
had  received  the  backing  Of  his 
family  and  villagers.  Judge 
John  Raley  told  him:  “1  accept 
you  were  left  with  a  stark 
choice.  I  am  told  your  mother 
was  screaming  in  agony  the 
night  before  her  deaxh  and  I 
am  satisfied  there  is  no  risk  of 
you  re-offending. 

“In  the  circumstances  there 
has  to  be  a  custodial  sentence, 
but,  due  to  the  exceptional 
circumstances,  in  my  opinion 
it  is  appropriate  to  suspend  it 
for  two  years.” 

After  the  hearing  Mr  Brabin 
said  his  client  was  too  upset  to 
talk.  He  said:  “Mr  Pitman  is 
relieved.  He  has  been  under  a 
terrific  amount  of  strain  over 
the  last  few  months." 

•  Lily  Shakespeare,  owner  of 
the  village  store  in  Charlton 
Mackrell,  said:  “1  am  very 
pleased  for  him.  His  mother 
used,  to  come  into  the  shop 
regularly.  She  was  very  fed  up 
with  the  quality  of  her  life. 
When  I  first  heard  of  her 
death,  it  was  a  terrible  shock, 
but  1  am  happy  he’s  gone  free. 
I’m '  sure  he  only  had  his 
mother's  best  interests  at 
heart.” 


French  start  mass  DNA 
tests  to  find  girl’s  killer 


From  Susan  Bell  in  Paris 


THE  Breton  village  of  PIgine 
Fougtres  witnessed  France's 
-largest  mass^  DNA  testing 
yesterday  in  an  effort  to  catch 
die  killer  of  Caroline  Dickin¬ 
son,  the  British  girl  who  was 
raped  and  murdered  while 
staying  in  -the  focal  youth 
hostd  on  a  school  trip  in  July 
last  year. 

The  tests  werexamed  out  at 
the  town  hall  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  Rcnaud  Van 
Ruymbeke.  the  judge  who 
look  over  the  murder  investi¬ 
gation  in  August  after  appeals 
from  Caroline’s  parents  that 
the  former  investigating  mag¬ 
istrate  in  charge  of  the  case. 


Gerard  Zaug.  be  removed. 
He  had  refused  to  cany  out 
mass  grtAtfesting.  - 
•  The  170  men  of  the  village 
aged  15  to  35  were  invited  to 
attend  the  testing  sessions 
which  began  yesterday  and 
will  continue  until  Sunday 
night  Under  French  law. 
people  cannot  be  forced  to 
submit' to.  DNA  testing  and 
investigators  emphasised  yes¬ 
terday'  that  pressure  would 
not  be  put  on.  those  who  did 
not  volunteer. 

The  testing  was  carried  out 
in  an  atmosphere  of  good 
humour  with  many  in  the 
community  anxious  to  see  the 


paU  of  suspicion  that  has 
been  hanging  over  them 
lifted. 

Not  everyone,  however,  is 
in  favour.  The  village  awoke 
yesterday  to  find  that  the 
walls  of  the  town  hall  had 
been  daubed  with  the  words 
“No  to  the  ‘Iiberticide’  tests. 
Boycott”  Members  of  the 
Anarchist  Federation  claimed 
responsibility. 

If  the  DNA  tests  are  incon¬ 
clusive,  more  tests  in  Novem¬ 
ber  will  target  men  aged  35  to 
55  in  the  village.  Police  say  the 
killer  of  the  13-year-old  knew 
the  area  and  the  hostel,  mak¬ 
ing  it  likely  he  was  local. 
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The  Antique  and  Fine  Furniture  Department  is 
proud  to  present  an  exhibition  of  furniture  and  works  of  art  from, 
the  Victorian  and  Edwardian  eras.  These  rare,  and  in  many 
cases  unique,  examples  of  die  crafunanship  of  times  past  are 
offered  for  sale  in  the  Antiques  and  Fine  Furniture  Department 
from.  Sanxrdar4th  October  until  Saturday  1st  November  1997. 


Antiques  and  fine  Furniture  Department,  Third  Floor. 


IKK 


Hanods  IJmited,  Knighlsbridge,  London  S\V}X  7XL  Telephone  0171-730  1234. 


Luca  Cum ani  surveys  the  bumt-out  loft  of  his  stables  after  the  second  fire  in  as  many  days  early  yesterday 


Top  stables  hit  by  mystery  fires 


By1  Lin  Jenkins  and  John  Shaw 


ONE  of  the  country’s  leading  fiat  raring 
Trainers,  Luca  Cumani.  has  suffered  two 
mystery  arson  attacks  ar  Ills  stables  in 
Newmarker  within  24  hours. 

The  48-year-old  trainer,  his  wife  Sarah 
and  three  neighbouring  trainers  coaxed 
frightened  horses  out  of  their  stables  to 
safety  as  flames  ripped  through  the  loft 
early  yesterday.  The  alarm  was  raised  by 
a  neighbour  who  had  heard  a  man 
running  down  the  lane  shouting  for  help. 

The  first  fire,  which  broke  out  around 
9am  on  Thursday,  had  destroyed  the  roof 
of  a  stable  yard  adjacent  to  Bedford 
House.  Mr  Cumani.  who  trained  the 
jockey  Frankie  Dettori,  a  fellow  Italian. 


and  counts  the  Aga  Khan  amongst  his 
owners,  said:  “J  just  couldn't  believe  ir. 
Sarah  and  I  brought  the  firsr  three  horses 
out  from  boxes  under  the  loft  that  was 
burning.  They  were  a  bit  frightened  but 
perfectly  all  right.  Then  my  head  lad 
Jimmy  Thompson  and  his  wife  arrived 
and  we  got  another  four  out. 

“Neighbouring  trainers  Sean  Woods, 
Willie  Jarvis  and  Willie  Haggas.  Lester 
Piggott’s  father-in-law.  appeared  on  the 
scene  and  lent  a  hand.  The  fire  brigade 
arrived  and  brought  it  under  conirof" 

Mr  Cumani  said  he  was  saddened  by 
the  fires  and  had  feared  for  both  his  staff 
and  the  120  horses  in  his  care.  "Nobody 
panicked,  the  horses  were  frightened  bur 
none. of  them  did  anything  silly.  We  have 


pur  the  horses  in  empty1  boxes  and 
proceeded  to  train  as  normal."  he  said. 
“We  have  a  runner  today  and  runners 
tomorrow  and  life  is  gening  back  as 
usual.  Fire  is  not  to  be  trilled  with  and  the 
potential  was  very  great  but  we  are  glad 
there  have  been  no  injuries." 

The  incident  follows  rwo  fires  within  a 
week  last  month  at  the  yard  of  the  trainer 
Howard  Johnson  in  Crook.  Durham. 

Mr  Cumani's  yard  has  been  in  top  form 
this  season.  In  the  past  14  days  from  23 
runners,  he  has  had  seven  winners  and 
eight  horses  placed.  This  year  he  has  won 
£953,000  prize  money  and  had  59  winners 
—  a  strike  rate  of  21  percent. 

A  28-year-old  man  has  been  arrested  in 
connection  with  the  blazes. 
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THE  SUNDAYTTMES 

Colonel  Bob 
on  Bosnia 
and  love 
under  fire 


•  After  keeping  his 
-  emotions  under 
wraps  for  three 
years  while  the  dust 
settled  on  his 
controversial 
command  in  Bosnia, 
Colonel  Bob 
Stewart  reveals  what 
he  wouldn't  put  on 
record  in  the  past: 
the  anecdotes,  the 
anger  —  and  the 
agony  of  falling  in 
love  under  fire,  far 
away  from  his  wile 
and  children  . .  .  ^ 
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lnishvickfllane  could  fetch op  to  £2mi^on.  Mr  Haughey  bought  it  in  1974  for  £25.000  and  spends  eight  weeks  a  year  on  the  island,  which  forms  part  of  the  remote  Blasket  Islands,  below,  off  the  Keny  coast 


Haughey  sells  island 
to  pay  off  his  debts 


By  Audrey  Magee,  Ireland  correspondent 


CHARLES  HAUGHEY.  die 
disgraced  former  Irish  Prime 
Minister,  is  selling  his  private 
island  to  pay  substantial  tax 
and  legal  bills  incurred  by  a 
tribunal  investigating  his 
secret  £13  million  gift  from  a 
supermarket  tycoon. 

Mr  Haughey  is  putting  his 
most  prized  asset  on  the 
market  to  meet  die  massive 
bills  he  faces  at  the  end  of  this 
month  when  the  tribunal  is 
expected  to  award  costs 
against  him. 

He  already  faces  a  £1  mil¬ 
lion  bill  for  non-payment  of 
tax  on  the  £13  million  he 
received  from  Ben  Dunne,  the 
former  chairman  of  Dunnes 
Stores  retail  chain.  But  even 
more  financially  crippling  is 
the  bill,  likely  to  run  into 


millions  of  pounds,  for  his 
failure  to  cooperate  with  the 
tribunal.  The  sale  of  Inishvick- 
illane.  11  miles  off  the  Keny 
coast,  for  between  £1  million 
and  £2  million  wQl  go  some 
way  towards  meeting  those 
costs. 

The  former  Hanna  Fail 
Prime  Minister  bought  the 
island  in  1974  for  about 
£25,000.  ft  forms  part  of  the 
Blasket  Islands  and  was  once 
home  to  a  community  of 
monks,  who  left  stone  relics  on 
the  island. 

According  to  a  regular  visi¬ 
tor  to  the  island.  Intshvick- 
illane  has  a  stone-clad  three- 
bedroom  house,  a  run-down 
cottage  and  a  ruined  church.  It 
has  a  helicopter  landing  area, 
a  sheltered  cove  for  Mr 


Great  Btasket 
Island 
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Haughey^  50ft  ketch,  a  small 
jetty  for  dinghies  and  its  own 
electrical  generator.  For  most 
of  the  year,  it  is  accessible  only 
by  helicopter. 

The  island  has  two  dozen 
red  deer.  Mr  Haughey  also 
began  a  breeding  programme 
to  raise  the  numbers  of  the 
rare  sea  eagle  in  Ireland.  He 
has  preserved  the  bleak 
nature  of  the  island,  although 
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topdogformusic 


he  has  erected  a  handrail  to 
assist  people  climbing  from 
the  jetty  to  the  house. 

Political  sources  said  that 
the  island,  one  mile  long  by 
half  a  mile  wide,  was  being 
placed  on  the  international 
-  market  in  the  hope  of  attract¬ 
ing  buyers  from  Germany  and 
the  United  States. 

Mr  Haughey  is  being  forced 
to  relinquish  the  island 
against  his  wishes.  He  spends 
about  eight  weeks  a  year  there 
on  his  own  or  with  family  and 
dose  friends.  Francois  Mitter¬ 
rand.  the  late  French  Presi¬ 
dent  was  among  the  visitors. 

One  source  said  Mr 
Haughey  recently  described 
himself  as  firing  .through 
"miserable  times"  Last  week, 
he  laid  off  five  employees  on 
his  north  Dublin  estate  to 
curb  costs.  Judge  McCracken. 


who  chaired  the  tribunal  that 
sat  for  19  days  earlier  this 
year  in  Dublin  Castle,  is 
expected  to  demand  later  this 
month  that  Mr  Haughty  pay 
a  large  part  of  the  fees  in¬ 
curred  for  the  investigation 
into  Mr  Dunne's  payments  to 
politicians. 

The  costs  of  the  tribunal 
have  not  yet  been  set,  but  legal 
sources  involved  in  the  case 
suggest  that  it  will  run  into 
several  million  pounds,  some 
of  which  will  have  to  be  met  by 
Mr  Haughey. 

Mr  Haughey.  unlike  all  the 
other  parddponts  in  the  tribu¬ 
nal,  is  -unlikely  to  have  his 
costs  met  by  the  state,  because 


of  his  failure  to  co-operate.  The 
tribunal  incurred  massive  ad¬ 
ditional  costs,  induding  a  trip 
to  the  Cayman  Islands  to 
examine  off-shore  accounts, 
and  two  days’  hearing  in 
London  because  of  Mr 
Haughey’s  repeated  denials  of 
receiving  £13  million  from  Mr 
Dunne  between  1987  and  1991. 

However,  the  tribunal  un¬ 
covered  such  strong  evidence 
against  Mr  Haughey  that  he 
was  forced  in  July  to  admit  die 
donation.  He  tried  to  absolve 
himself  of  any  respcmsibilty 
for  the  money  by  blaming  his 
former  accountant  But  m  a 
damning  indictment  Judge. 
McCracken  criticised  .Mr.' 


Haughey’s  lack  of  co-opera¬ 
tion  and  dismissed  .  his  evi¬ 
dence  to  the  tribunal  as  "quite 
incredible” 

A  second  tribunal  has  been 
set  up  by  the  Government  to 
estaMish  if  ary  further  illegal 
or  secretive  payments  were 
made  to  Mr  Haughey. 

The  former  Prime  Minister, 
a  man  of  humble  origins, 
denies  that  his  mansion,  pri¬ 
vate  island,  racehorses  and 
ketch  are  indicative  of  a  lavish 
life.  He  told  the  tribunal  that 
his  busy  work  schedule  left  no 
room  for  “an  extravagant  life¬ 
style".  Journalists  who  asked 
him  about  his  wealth  were 
told:  “Ask  my  bartk  manager.” 


brought  back  to  Britain  afec£  . 
spending  H  years  w 
Michael  Jackson.  46,  -talks., 
been  serving' .  an  ■.  Ijkrwnt&v . 
sentence  for  conspiracy  toy 
smuggle  Krugerrands  .g*>y 
'  Britain  wijen  he  escaped  ngm*; 
Rudgate  prison,  near  Leeds,; 
in  1986.  . 

He  was  taken  yesterday  to  a . 

police  station  at  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne  for  questioning.  . 
Jackson,  originally  from., 
Birtlcy.  near  Gateshead,  had-;, 
been  living  under  a  false-, 
name  in  Oriando  untfl  a  tip-  . 
off  this  summer.  Northum¬ 
bria  Police  arranged  his 
deportation. 

Portrait  restored 

The  portrait  of  Myra  Hindley. 
damaged  three  weeks  ago 
when  a  protester  splattered  it 
with  ink.  has  gone  back  on  - 
display  at  the  Royal  Academy- 
The  painting  has  been  put 
behind  Perspex  to  protect  it 
from  further  attacks. 

Scout  tents  safe  .  . 

Fears  that  scouts’  tents,., 
bought  from  the  Ministry  of 
Defence  in  1993,  may  have 
been  contaminated  with 
chemicals  suspected  of  caus¬ 
ing  Gulf  War  syndrome  are 
unfounded,  the  ArmedForces 
Minister  John  Reid  said. 

Four  charged 

Four  teenagers  have  been 
remanded  in  custody  for  a 
week  by  magistrates  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  southwest  London, 
charged  with  attacking  Dan- 
id  Moore,  12.  a  policeman’s 
son.  Daniel  is  still  being 
treated  for  head  injuries. 

Yachts  damaged  . 

Coastguards  have  been  check¬ 
ing  for  casualties  after  a  boat 
collided  with  a  line  of  moored 
yachts,  sinking  one  and  dam¬ 
aging  smother.  The  vessels  on 
die  River  Orwdl  near  Ipswidi 
were  hit  by  a  coaster  with  six 
people  on  board. 

D J  browned  off 

Simon  Mayo's  Radio  I  show 
was  forced  off  the  air  yester¬ 
day  after  smoke  from  burning 
toast  three  floors  above  the 
London  studios  forced  the 
building,  to  be  evacuated. 
.Taped  music  filled  the  gap 
until  Mayo  returned. 


Townies’  blamed  for  threat  to  fair 


By  Simon  de  Bruxelles 

EVERY  summer  for  650  years,  Priddy 
Fair  has  gone  ahead  regardless  of  war  or 
pestilence.  Now  one  of  Britain’s  oldest 
country  fairs  is  said  to  be  faring  a  new 
threat:  townies. 

Each  August,  the  village  of  400  people 
high  in  the  Mendips  plays  host  to 
thousands  of  visitors  for  a  day.  But  many 


of  the  newer  residents  are  said  to  be 
unhappy  at  the  annual  invasion  of 
gypsies  and  travellers  with  bareback 
races,  claiming  ir  disrupts  their  newty- 
aoqufred  rural  bliss.  A  postal  ballot  is  now 
to  be  held  giving  residents  the  choice  of 
stopping  the  fair,  reducing  its  size  or 
allowing  it  to  carry  on  unchanged. 

Clarice  Maine,  71.  one  of  12  “sharehold¬ 
ers"  who  run  the  fair,  said:  "There  are 


more  new  people  here  than  Priddy  people 
and  that  is  causing  the  problem.  The  fair 
is  an  important'part  of  village  life." 

The  parish  council  derk,  Judith  Pea¬ 
cock,  said:  “It  is  the  same  as  when  people 
come  to  a  village  and  complain  about- the 
cows  mooing.”  But  one  relatively  recent 
arrival,  who  asked  not  be  named,  said:  **It 
can  be  intimidating  when  there  are  so 
many  strangers  around."' 


Nation  votes 
from  the  heart 

By  Carol  Midgley,  media  correspondent 


HOW  Do  I  Love  Thee?  —  the 
sample  sonnet  written  by  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Barren  Browning  for 
her  husband  —  has  been 
voted  the  public’s  favourite 
love  poem  in  a  poll  conducted 
by  the  BBC 

Barrett  Browning,  who  de¬ 
fied  her  father  to  dope  with 
Robert  Browning  in  1846,  was 
the  dear  winner  from  the 
shortlist,  which  included 
Shakespeare  W.B.  Yeats.  Ted 
Hughes  and  Robert  Bums. 
The  survey  was  carried  out  to 
mark  National  Poetry  Day. 

Stop  AU  the  Clocks  (Song 
9j.  the  oration  by  WJHL  Auden 
which  was  popularised  in  the 
funeral  scene  of  the  film  Four 
Weddings  and  a  Funeral, 
emerged  as  the  nation’s  third 
favourite  love  poem. 

Barrett  Browning’s  poem  is 
sonnet  43  from  Sonnets  from 
the  Portuguese  which  ap¬ 
peared  in'  her  Poems  pub¬ 
lished  in  1850. 

A  spokesman  for  the  BBC’s 
education  department  said 
surprisingly  few  pop  song 
lyrics  were  voted  for.  and  only 
Leonard  Cohen,  Bob  Gddof 
and  Marc  Almond  registered 
in  the  survey.  The  two  best- 


known  living  poets  in  the  top 
30  were  Adrian  Henri  ana 
Adrian  MitchelL 
Last  year’s  BBC  poll  to  find 
the  nation’s  favourite  postwar 
poem  was  won  by  Jenny 
Joseph's  Warning.  The  previ¬ 
ous  year's  poQ  for  the  most 
popular  poem  of  all  time  was 
Rudyard  Kipling's  If. 

□  The  Tbp  20:  L  How  Do  I  Love 
Thee?.  Elizabeth  Barrett  Brown¬ 
ing;  2.  He  Wishes  for  the  Cloths  of 
Heaven,  W.B.  Yeats;  3.  Stop  All 
the  Clocks  (Song  9).  W.H.  Auden: 
4.  A  Red,  Red  Rose.  Robert  Bums; 
5L  Let  Me  Not  /o  the  Marriage  of 
True  Minds  (Sonnet  116).  Shake¬ 
speare:  6.  To  his  Cm  Mistress. 
Andrew  Marvell;  7.  Shall  l  Com¬ 
pare  Thee  to  a  Summers  Day? 
(Sonnet  IS].  Shakespeare:  S. 
Remember.  Christina  Rossetti;  9. 
Renouncement,  Alice  MeyneU,- 10. 
When  You  an  Old  and  Full  of 
Sleep .  WJB.  Yeaxs  II.  The  Good 
Monvw,  John  Donne;  12-  A  Subal¬ 
tern's  Love  Song.  Sir  John  Betje¬ 
man;  ti  A  Fond  Kiss.  Robert 
Burns;  14  Jenny  Kissed  Me,  Leigh 
Hum;  IS.  Low's  Philosophy.  Percy 
Shelley;  16.  The  Sun  Rising.  John 
Donne;  17.  Code  Poem  for  the 
French  Resistance.  Leo  Marks;  IS. 
A  Birthday,  Christina  Rossini;  19. 
The  Passionate  Shepherd  to  Ms 
Love.  Christopher  Mariowe;  20. 
The  Confirmation,  Edwin  Muir. 


How  Do  f  Love  Thee? 


How  do  I  love  thee?  Let  me 
count  the  ways. 

/  love  thee  to  the  depth  and 
breadth  and  height 
My  soul  can  reach,  when 
feeling  out  cf  sight 
For  the  ends  of  Being  and 
ideal  Grace. 

I  love  thee  to  the  level  of 
■  everydays 

Most  quiet  need,  by  sun  and 
candlelight. 

I  love  thee  freely,  as  men  strive 
for  right; 


/  love  thee  purely,  as  they  turn 
from  Praise. 

I  love  thee  with  the  passion  put 
to  use 

ht  my  old  griefs,  and  with  my 
childhood's  faith. 

I  love  thee  with  a  leve  l  seemed 
to  lose 

With  my  lost  saints.  —  I  love 
thee  with  the  breath. 

Smiles,  tears,  of  all  my  life!  — 
and.  if  God  choose, 

I  shall  hut  love  thee  better 
after  death. 
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Jewels  of  the  Crown 
dazzle  Pakistan  elite 


In  a  nation  where  gold  is  a  badge  of 
wealth,  the  Queen  has  made  heads 
turn,  Christopher  Thomas  writes 


THE  Queen  dazzled  Pakistan 
this  week  with  her  jewels, 
some  of  which  she  rarely 
wears.  In  a  country  where 
gold  about  the  neck,  wrists 
and  ankles  is  a  calculated 
boast  of  wealth  —  and  must 
never  be  less  than  22  carat  — 
her  expensive  adornments  left 
a  lasting  impression. 

In  India  loo,  wealthy 
women  drape  gold  about 
themselves,  some  of  it  big  and 
vulgar  but  nevertheless  a 
badge  of  high  position  in 
society.  To  carry  20  years  of  a 
labouring  man's  wages  about 
the  neck  in  one  chunk  of 
ornate  gold  is  not  deemed 
tacky  by  the  elite  in  either 
India  or  Pakistan,  two  of  the 
world's  poorest  nations.  It  is 
merely  a  statement  of  rank. 

At  the  state  banquet  given 
by  President  Leghari,  one  of 
Pakistan's  richest  feudal  land¬ 
lords.  the  Queen  wore  a 
diamond  tiara  with  a  huge 
emerald,  set  off  by  a  matching 
necklace.  She  was  more  daz¬ 
zling  than  the  crystal  chande¬ 
liers  that  dangle  over  die  vast 
halls  of  the  Presidential  Pal¬ 
ace,  and  not  a  woman  in  the 
place  could  have  failed  to  cast 


an  appraising  eye  upon  her 
jewels.  She  also  wore  the  sash 
of  the  Nishan-e-Pakistan 
(Order  of  Pakistan),  the  high¬ 
est  civilian  award,  which  the 
President  had  given  her. 

The  Queen  has  perhaps  a 
dozen  tiaras,  some  inherited, 
some  received  as  gifts.  One  of 
the  Royal  Family’s  least  popu¬ 
lar  is  known  as  the  Family 
Tiara,  usually  worn  by  young 


Lahore:  Singing  children 
greeted  the  Queen  with  rose 
petals  when  she  visited  their 
school  in  die  Pakistani  dty  of 


visited  Pakistan  in  1961. 

Two  mentally  handicapped 
boys  held  np  hand-lettered 


royals  when  they  come  of  age 
and  do  not  have  a  tiara  of  their 
own.  Princess  Margaret  used 
it  before  buying  her  own  from 
Christie's.  The  Queen  has 
always  valued  the  impact  of 
her  tiaras,  which  enable  her  to 
outshine  even  the  most  jewel- 
draped  filmstar. 

Her  jewellery,  like  her 
many  trunks  of  other  posses¬ 
sions  flown  out  from  London. 


paper  signs  which  read  “God 
bless  Pakistan”  and  "God 
bless  the  Queen”.  The  Queen 
and  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh 
will  rest  for  (he  weekend  in 


where  they  wfll  attend  church 
tomorrow.  They  arrive  in 
Delhi  later  tomorrow  for  a 
week-long  state  visit  to  India. 


was  hauled  around  Pakistan 
this  week  guarded  by  the 
Army  —  a  more  honest  and 
reliable  institution  than  the 
police.  Airport  officials  stared 
in  wonder  at  all  the  boxes. 
“This  is  all  for  just  one  week?" 
one  asked,  and  whistled. 

At  a  dinner  in  Lahore  Fort 
given  by  Nawaz  Sharif,  the 
Prime  Minister,  the  Queen 
wore  a  brooch  containing  a 
large  round  sapphire  sur¬ 
rounded  by  diamonds.  This  is 
one  of  the  finest  pieces  in  her 
collection.  It  was  owned  by  the 
Tsarina  Marie  Fyodorovna, 
sister  of  Queen  Alexandra, 
wife  of  Edward  VII.  The  Tsar¬ 
ina,  mother  of  Nicholas  II,  the 
last  Tsar,  passed  this  and 
other  valuables  to  her  daugh¬ 
ter.  But  the  brooch  made  its 
way  to  Queen  Mary  after  the 
Tsarina’s  death.  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth  wore  it  during  her  visit  to 
Russia  in  1994. 

Wealthy  women1  in  India, 
perhaps  even  more  fond  of 
adorning  themselves  in  gold 
than  Pakistani  women,  will 
check  to  see  if  the  Queen  treats 
local  high  society  to  a  spectacle 
as  splendid  as  the  one  she 
gave  across  the  border. 


Lahore  children  sing  greeting 


ved  at  Christ  Church  primary 
school  in  the  same  Rolls- 
Royce  she  used  when  she  last 


the  former  hiD  station  ol 
Murree,  near  Islamabad, 


I 

-U 


u  r 


ihminois 


Africa  scarred  by 
relentless  grip  of 


WAR  leaves  many  scars,  both 
physical  and  psychological, 
but  with  patience  and  care 
most  people  can  recover.  Rat 
landmines  rob  survivors  of 
arty  hope  of  leaving  the  battie- 
field  behind. 

From  Somalia  to  Angola  to 
Zaire  and  Rwanda,  the  “per¬ 
fect  soldiers”  have  been  sown 
randomly  across  a  war-tom 
continent  and  wfll  continue  to 
maim  and  kill  for  decades  to 
come.  They  will  reinforce 
terrible  dreams,  haunting 
those  who  have  suffered.  The 
banning  of  the  production 
and  use  of  landmines  in  most 
countries  this  year,  recog¬ 
nised  with  tin*  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  for  the  International 
Campaign  to  Ban  Landmines, 
and  Jody  Williams,  its  Ameri¬ 
can  coordinator,  will  go  some 
way  towards  ending  the 
threat. 

Like  anyone  who  has 
witnessed  a  conflict.  1  have 
had  many  encounters  with 
mines  and  will  join  millions 
of  people  in  congratulating 
the  campaign  oh  its  award. 
But  until  mines  are  removed 
from  Africa's  grasslands  it 
wfll  be  difficult  for  millions  of 


Williams:  awarded  lite 
Nobel  Peace  Prize 


The  Nobel  prize - 
for  landmine 
campaigners  is  a 
small  step  towards 
making  an  entire 
continent  safe, 
writes  Sam  Kfley 


people  to  rebuild  their  coun¬ 
tries  with  any  confidence. 

Until  One  has  seen  tile 
damage  that  they  do  and  their 
entirely  random  targets,  it  is 
difficult  to  understand  hilly 
the  deep  terror  that  their 
sowing  causes.  I  have  been 
lost  at  night  on  remote  roads 
in  Somalia  and  simply  prayed 
that  1  would  survive  a  30  rrrile 
journey  post  trucks,  buses, 
cars  and  bicydes  shattered  by 
landmine  explosions. 

In  Cuatoi,  central  Angola, 
mines  outnumber  maize 
plants.  On  a  day  trip  to  the 
city  I  noted  an  anti-personnel 
mine  explosion  every  45  min¬ 
utes.  Unexploded  mortar 
bombs,  stuck  in  the  tarmac 
with  their  fins  pointing  at  the 
sky,  seemed  like  benign 
friends  compared  to  mines. 
Seven  months  later,  swinging 
round  a  comer  on.  a  dirt  track 
in  Rwanda.  I  nearly  rammed 
two  trucks  from  the  Rwandan 
Patriotic  Front  which  had 
been  destroyed  by  anti-tank 
mines.  The  vehicle  in  front  of 
me  pulled  forward  just  two 
yards  and  was  blown  to 
pieces,  its  driver  thrown 
through  the  windshield. 

My  party  was  then  am¬ 
bushed,  but  the  clatter of  light 
toms  could  not  compare  with 
the  shattering  explosion  of  a 
mine  designed  to  rip  apart  60 
tonnes  of  steeL 

Wherever  I  am,  I  step  from 
concrete  on  to  grass  with  a- 
sharp  intake  of  breath.  But 
tins  irrelevant  neurosis  is  but 
a  tiny  .part  of  the  absolute 
terror  which  infects  the  heart 
of  almost  every  Angolan 
fanner,  every  peasant  in  east¬ 
ern  Congo  ami  every  nomad 
in  the  Horn  of  Africa. 


Peace  prize  gives 
Voice  to  victims’ 


ByFETER  CAJPSLXA  IN  GENEVA  AND  OUR  FOREIGN  STAFF 


THE  International  Campaign 
to  Bah  Landmines  yesterday 
welcomed  the  award  of  the 
Nobel  Peace  Prize’  as-  giving 
new -strength  to  the  voice  of 
smaller  countries,  victims  of  a 
daily  “sifentTnassajcre". 

The  prize,  announcement 
was  widely  wefcomed.  partic¬ 
ularly  in  countries  suffering  a 
legacy  of  landmines  from  in- 
taW  wars.  Brandishing  the 
artificial  limb  of  &  seven-year- 
old  G^bodian  girt,  Suzan 
Walker,  a  feadingTnember  of 
the  Campaign,  vowed  to  keep 
up  tte-jtressaire  to  get  more 
countries  to  join  a  ban  on  anti¬ 
personnel  landmines  in  Otta¬ 
wa  in  "December. 

“The  Nobel  Place  Prize  will 
help  us -to  convince  recalci¬ 
trant  nations  tike  the  United 
States,. China, -Russia,  India, 
Pakistan,  Iran,  Iraq:  Stand  on 
notice,  yew  are  on  the  wrong  ; 
side  <tf  hunianlty.if  you  do  not 
sign."  Mrs  Walker  said. 

Campaigners  siy  TD  people: 
are  Jailed  or  ~  maimed  by  . 
landmine  explosions  every 
day.  More  than  200  countries 


are  ready  to  support  a  ban. 
Mrs  Waiter  also  paid  tribute 
to  Diana,  Princes  of  Wales, 
for  raising  public  awareness, 
of  the  humanitarian  problem 
of  landmines:  .“What  the  vic¬ 
tims  are  suffering,  she 
brought  that  to  the  attention  of 
the  world  public."  • 

Min e-d earing  experts  in  Af¬ 
ghanistan.  one  of  the  world's 
most  heavily  mined  countries, 
said  yesierday  that  they  were 
thrilled.  The  award  was  also 
applauded  by  Angolan 
landmine  victims. 

Alexander  Ivanko,  spokes¬ 
man  far  the  United  Nations  in 
Bosnia,  said  he  said  he  hoped 
the  prize  would .  lead  to  an 
increase  in  funding  to  clear 
mines.  Bajazit  Suta,  coordina¬ 
tor  for  demining  the  former 
frontline  suburb-  of  Dobrinja 
next  to  the  Sarajevo  airport 
praised  the  award. 

'Handicap  International,  a ; 
body  whidr  works  to  rehabili¬ 
tate  victims  of  anti-personnel 
landmines,  hailed  die  award 
as  a  turning-point  in  the  drive 
to  abolish  toe-weapons. 
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Dancers  at  the  Hadenda  before  it  shut  gangs  of  youths  drunk  or  high  on  drugs  who  force  their  way  into  one  dub  after  another  have  made  violence  an  everyday  event 

Clubland  acts  to  curb  violence 


-.rrVr^TT 


Manchester's  vibrant  nightlife  has 
been  marred  by  a  spate  of  random 
murders,  reports  Russell  Jenkins 


MANCHESTER’S  clubland, 
once  the  capital  of  Britain's 
youth  culture,  yesterday 
launched  a  flghtback  against 
violence  that  reached  a  bloody 
climax  with  die  murders  of 
two  clubbers  last  weekend. 

The  city’s  dubs  stopped  the 
music  to  stage  a  minute’s 
silence  at  midnight  last  night. 
Earlier  dry  councillors  had 
met  senior  police  officers  and 
dub  owners  to  discuss  the 
crisis. 

The  talks  were  triggered  by 
the  double  murder  last  Satur¬ 
day  night  when  .  Simon 
Speakman.  27,  from  Maccles¬ 
field,  Cheshire,  was  kicked  to 
death  outside  the  Spice  Cafe, 
after  he  stepped  in  to  help  a 
gjri  involved  in  an  argument 
over  a  bag  of  chips. 

Twenty  minutes  later,  400 
yards  away,  Steven  Hughes. 
22,  from  Chorlton  cum  Hardy, 
was  stabbed  to  death  after 


going  to  help  a  girl  who  was 
pushed  to  the  ground  in  a  row 
over  cigarettes. 

Manchester's  city  fathers 
are  so  alarmed  that  they  met 
pub  and  dub  owners  and 
senior  police  officers  at 
Manchester  Town  hall  yester¬ 
day  afternoon  to  draw  up  a 
strategy  to  counter  the  vio¬ 
lence.  In  the  past  six  months  at 
least  two  others  have  died 
after  inddents  outside  dubs. 
Sam  Parle.  22.  of  Stretford 
Greater  Manchester,  died 
after  a  fight  outside  the  Fifth 
Avenue  nightclub.  A  man  has 
been  charged  with  man¬ 
slaughter. 

Last  night  as  the  minute's 
silence  was  observed.  Patrick 
Kamey,  chairman  of  die  coun¬ 
cil's  dty  centre  committee, 
asked  clubbers  to  use  the  time 
to  reflect  on  what  kind  of  city 
they  want. 

Manchester's  dubs  once 


MoD  dismisses  a 
private  Britannia 

By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


PRIVATE-sector  plans  to 
build  a  new  Royal  Yacht  were 
dismissed  as  impractical  by 
die  Ministry  of  Defence  yes¬ 
terday,  as  the  Government's 
decision  not  to  replace  Bri¬ 
tannia  came  under  attack. 

After  yesterday’s  announce¬ 
ment  by  George  Robertson, 
the  Defence  Secretary,  a  se¬ 
nior  MoD  official  said  of  the 
private  consortiums'  propos¬ 
als:  “They  effectively  said  we 
will  build  a  cruise  ship,  you 
can  use  it  fora  few  days  ayear 
and  well  call  it  a  Royal 
Yacht" 

Running  costs  would 
amount  to  £5  million  to 
£10  million  a  year,  and  the 
Government  felt  it  was  inap¬ 
propriate  to  spend  "substan¬ 
tial"  public  fends.  British 


firms  used  Britannia  on  60 
days  between  1990  and  1996. 

A  Buckingham  Palace 
spokeswoman  said  the  Queen 
considered  the  decision  not  to 
replace  or  refurbish  Britan¬ 
nia  to  be  "understandable 
and  appropriate".  The  ship's 
final  Location  is  to  be  decided 
before  decommissioning  on 
December  II  in  Portsmouth. 

Lord  Hurd  of  Westwell  said 
he  had  seen  at  firsthand  the 
"amazing  impact”  Britannia 
had  abroad  and  the  benefits  it 
brought  for  business,  adding: 
This  is  a  mean  and  short¬ 
sighted  decision." 

□  The  cruise  liner  Canberra 
leaves  Southampton  tonight 
to  end  her  life  in  a  scrapyard 
in  Pakistan,  P&O  Cruises 
announced. 
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Steven  Hughes,  left;  Simon  Speakman,  centre,  arid  Sam  Parle  hilled  near  dubs 


lured  teenagers  from  all  over 
the  country.  But  the  Hacien¬ 
da,  the  club  that  began  it  all, 
has  dosed  under  the  hostile 
attention  of  the  police,  and  the 
club  scene  has  soured.  Club¬ 
bers.  150.000  of  whom  head 
into  Manchester  each  week¬ 
end  to  its  115  dubs,  complain 
that  an  atmosphere  of  fear  and 
intimidation,  envelops  the  dty 
centre. 

There  has  been  concern  that 
organised  crime  has  infiltrat¬ 


ed  the  employment  of  door¬ 
men.  Gangs  of  thuggish 
youths,  drunk  or  high  on 
drugs,  roam  from  one  dub  fo 
another,  forcing  their  way  in 
arid  making  violence  an  every¬ 
day  event. 

Gary  Maxto,  promoter  of 
the  dty’s  premier  Friday  night 
2Kinky  at  Holy  City  Zoo.  has 
complained  of  yobs  getting 
through  the  net  Thor'  are 
identified,  he  says,  by  a  "uni¬ 
form”  of  long  winter  overcoats 


in  tire  9QF  heat  of  the 
dancefloor. 

He  told  City  Life  Magazine 
last  week:  “ft  wasn’t  a  lack  of 
ideas  that  brought  the  demise 
of  the  Hadenda  arid  other 
duhs  in  thar  genre,  it  was 
actually  the  effect  that  the 
gangs  have  on  nightclubs  In 
Manchester." 

Dave  Has! am,  DJ  at  Yellow 
(The  Boardwalk), :  told  die 
same  listings  magazine:  "Sod- 
ety’s  problems  have  became 


clubland's  problems  in  die 
same  way  as  football  has  been 
marred-  in  the  past”  :  - 

Both  men  were  attending 
the  meeting  at  the  town  hall 
yesterday.  They  heard  Mr 
Kamey  plead  with  the  police 
.  for  more  officers  on  the  beat  ai 
nights  in  the  dty  centre.  -He 
.  has  asked  for  the  closed-circuit 
"television  cameras  to  be  linked" 
to  Boo  tie  Street  police  station 
where  officers  can  be  sent  out 
as  soon  as  trouble  begins  to 
brew_  .  ..  .  •  ; 

Mr  Kamey  is  asking  Jack 
Straw,  the.  Home  Secretary, 
for  greater  powers  to  combat 
the  menace  and  more  CCTV 
cameras.  He  wants  the  power 
to  ban  convicted  thugs  from 
the  dty  centre  for  life. 

-He  told  BBC  Radio  4’S 
Today:  “A  minority  of  young 
male  adults  have  to  examine 
their  macho  tribal  behaviour 
because  this  is  where  these 
incidents  come  front. '..This  is 
Manchester i  not  America,  arid 
we  are  going  to  sort  this  out” 

Two  then,  in  separate  cases, 
have  been  charged  with  the 
mu  rders  of  Mr  Speakman  and 
Mr  Hughes!  They  have  been 
remanded  in  custody. 
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Hague  the  apologist 
clears  party’s  decks 


By  Philip  Webster,  political  editor 


WILLIAM  HAGUE'S  apolo¬ 
gy  to  the  country  yesterday  for 
the  Conservative  Government 
taking  it  into  the  exchange- 
rate  mechanism  was  the  cul¬ 
mination  of  a  clearing-foe- 
decks  exercise  in  which  former 
ministers  have  constantly 
preached  the  message  that 
they  made  mistakes  and  must 
learn  from  them. 

■*We  had  to  slay  the  drag¬ 
ons.  Talking  about  the  ERM 
in  this  way  was  the  most 
dramatic  way  of  doing  it  and 
you  could  hear  the  relief  in  the 
audience  when  he  said  it,"  a 
Tory  strategist  said.  “This  wilJ 
help  us  to  move  on." 

Relaxed  and  assured,  Mr 
Hague  delivered  an  hour-long 
speech  that  combined  a 
Lengthy  statement  of  his  per¬ 
sonal  credo  with  a  withering 
attack  on  the  “deeply  unattrac¬ 
tive  cynicism"  of  Tony  Blair's 
Government. 

He  told  them  thar  while 
Labour's  “politics  without  con¬ 
science"  had  initially  prompt¬ 
ed  fascination,  then  admira¬ 
tion,  it  would  ultimately  breed 
contempt. 

After  a  week  that  has  gone 
better  for  the  Conservatives 
and  Mr  Hague  than  they 
could  have  anticipated,  he 
declared  thar  they  had 
achieved  a  new  unity  of  pur¬ 
pose  and  conviction  that 
would  help  them  to  rebuild  the 
party  and  make  it  fit  to  return 
to  govern  at  the  next  general 
election.  He  told  them  to 
“sharpen  your  swords"  for  the 
fight  ahead,  helped  by  a 
reform  process  that  would 


"transform  the  world's  oldest 
and  most  successful  political 
party  inro  a  modem  fighting 
force  equipped  for  the  battles 
of  the  21st  century." 

Mr  Hague  declared:  "Never 
again  will  we  have  a  divided 
organisation.  Never  again  will 
the  voice  of  our  members  go 
unheard  and  never  again  will 
we  allow  the  good  name  of  our 
party  to  be  blackened  by  the 
greed  and  selfishness  of  a 
few.” 

The  other  central  aim  was  to 
introduce  Mr  Hague  to  the 
wider  public.  His  low  poll 
rating  is  attributed  by  the 
Tories  to  the  fact  that  for  many 
people  he  remains  unknown. 

So  his  speech  was  peppered 
with  personal  references  to  his 
upbringing,  how  he  went  to  a 
comprehensive  school  in  Roth¬ 
erham,  how  his  father  ran  a 
small  soft  drinks  company. 

He  then  gave  them  his  own 
vision  of  Conservatism  -  com- 


Light  thrown  on 
council  work  bill 

William  Hague  was  accused 
last  night  of  being  “  in-in¬ 
formed"  after  claiming  that  a 
Labour-run  council  charged 
a  children's  home  £514  to 
change  17  lighibulbs.  John 
Fletcher,  the  leader  of  Coven¬ 
try  City  Council  said:  "Had 
he  checked  his  facts  he  would 
know  that  the  bin  had  been 
wrongly  calculated,  and  that 
a  bill  for  the  correct  amount 
has  already  been  sent" 


BLACKPOOL 


bining  his  support  for  the 
traditonal  Tory  values  of  free¬ 
dom.  enterprise,  education 
and  self  reliance  and  the 
nation  with  a  strong  emphasis 
on  compassion,  tolerance  and 
obligation  to  others. 

His  democratic,  popular 
Conservatism  would  listen 
with  "compassion  ar  its  core". 
It  would  be  rooted  in  tradition 
but  embrace  the  future. 

It  would  be  "a  changing 
Conservatism  that  acknowl¬ 
edges  its  mistakes". 

It  was  clear  that  his  audi¬ 
ence  had  yet  to  come  to  terms 
with  his  effort  to  transform  the 
Tory  image  through  giving  it  a 
caring  heart  His  statements 
that  compassion  was  not  a 
bolt-on  extra  to  Conserva- 
tivism  and  that  Britain  could 
become  the  most  compassion¬ 
ate  society  in  the  world  were 
politely  received. 

It  was  a  similar  reaction 
when  he  hit  out  again  at  Lord 
Tebbit  for  his  attack  on 
multicultural  ism.  He  said  he 
was  proud  to  be  British  "and 
so  do  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  British  blacks  and  British 
Asians.  I  want  to  see  men  and 
women  from  our  ethnic  mi¬ 
norities  playing  their  full  part 


in  the  mainstream  of  our 
national  life." 

But  they  were  much  more  at 
home  with  his  attacks  cm 
Labour  and  his  Euroscepti¬ 
cism.  He  was  trying  to  con¬ 
trast  his  own  beliefs  and 
values,  rooted  in  Tory  tradi¬ 
tions.  with  Labour's  alleged 
lack  of  principles.  "New  Lab¬ 
our  they’re  for  everything  but 
nothing." 

On  any  issue  ar  any  time, 
Mr  Blair  was  happy  to  say  one 
thing  and  then  do  another. 
Thars  why  well  oppose  them 
as  new  Labour.  And  that’s 
why  we'll  beat  them  as  new 
Labour." 

Watching  Labour  In  Gov¬ 
ernment  had  made  dear 
“They  don’t  believe  in  any¬ 
thing  except  their  own  political 
success".  Mr  Hague  declared: 
"Labour  have  lost  their  moral 
compass.  They  care  most  of  all 
about  what  sounds  good,  what 
trips  off  the  tongue,  what 
plays  well  on  the  television 
bulletins  and  what  gets  a 
headline  in  tomorrow’s 
papers." 

Labour  had  introduced  "a 
new  and  deeply  unattractive 
cynidsm  into  British  politics;  a 
new  cynidsm  that  says  It 
doesn't  matter  whether  a  poli¬ 
cy  is  right  or  wrong,  but  only 
whether  it  can  be  sold  to  the 
British  people,"  he  said. 

He  pleased  them  with  his 
affirmation  of  his  belief  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  in  a 
Europe  of  nation  states. 
"There  is  a  limit  to  European 
integration  and  ...  we  are 
near  that  limit  now."  And  they 
seemed  happier  with  his  sup¬ 
port  for  the  traditional  family. 


Hague’s  Hop  Bitters 
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A  poster  showing  the  premises  of  the  Hague  family's  soft-drinks  business  at  Park  Gate  in  Rotheram 

William 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 

THE  young  WQliam  Hague 
learnt  about  commerce  by 
watching  over  his  father’s 
shoulder  as  he  ran  the  family 
business,  distributing  wine 
and  the  company’s  own- 
brand  fizzy  drinks. 

Nigel  Hague's  business 
provided  a  comfortable,  but 
not  luxurious.  lifestyle  for  the 
family  in  Greasebo  rough, 
deep  in  the  coal  and  steel 
heartland  of  socialist  south 
Yorkshire.  As  a  teenager. 


and  the  fizzy  pop  factory 

_  .  .  , _ i- 

to  pursue 
i  so  me  famil 


William  earned  useful  cash 
working  with  the  delivery 
lorries  on  runs  from  the 
company  works  at  Park  Gate 
in  nearby  Rotherham. 

His  mother.  Stella,  the 
daughter  of  a  local  fanner, 
said:  "I  think  going  out  like 
that  on  the  lorries,  meeting 
people,  helped  him  get  on. 
That  and  going  to  a  compre¬ 
hensive,  where  aU  sorts  go, 
gave  him  the  common  touch. 
He  can  get  on  with  anybody. 
He  loves  people." 

It  was  dear,  however,  that 


he  was  going'  to  pursue  a 
career  elsewhere  so  me  family 
sold  Charles  Hague  and  Co  in 
1989.  “it  would  have  been 
there  for  him  if  he  had  wanted 
it  but  he  was  not  interested,” 
Mrs  Jiague  said. 

Her  husband,  now  69,  was 
the  third  generation  of  the 
Hagues  to  run  the  family 
company.  Hague’s  Pop  Fac¬ 
tory.  as  it  was  known  locally, 
was  started  in  1870  by  Wil¬ 
liam's  great-grandfather 
Charles.  It  produced  tradi¬ 
tional  drinks,  such  as  lemon¬ 


ade  and  cherryade,  which 
were  sold  to  load  shops  and 
pubs.  It  also  did  home  deliver¬ 
ies  and  locals  still  recall  the 
lorries  bringing  crates  of  pop. 

In  its  later  years  the  busi¬ 
ness  moved  into  wine  whole¬ 
saling.  The' Hagues  were  also 
part-owners  of  five  pubs. 

They  sold  the  firm,  which 
had  32  staff,  to  a  subsidiary  of 
Boddingtons  brewery  in 
Manchester  and  soft-drinks 
production  ceased  soon  after¬ 
wards.  Today  the  works  is 
owned  by  Greenall. 


The  leader  is  willing. 


WILLIAM  HAGUE  has  estab¬ 
lished  himself  as  Conservative 
leader  this  week,  but  the  party  itself 
remains  in  a  stunned  and  confused 
state.  The  Shadow  Cabinet  is 
restless  and  too  many  of  its 
members  have  not  yet  adjusted  to 
loss  of  office.  Convalescence  is  just 
beginning:  recovery  is  some  way 

The  standing  of  Mr  Hague  was. 
artifically  low  before  the  confer¬ 
ence.  partly  as  a  result  of  his  own 
misjudgements.  But  the  endorse¬ 
ment  process  by  party  members, 
however  flawed,  at  least  provided 
derisive  backing  for  him  and  his 
reform  plan,  even  though  there  wOl 


be  many  arguments  ahead  over 
implementation. 

Mr  Hague  is  also  the  best 
conference  orator  to  be  Tory 
leader  for  a  long  time,  more 
fluent  than  either  Margaret 
Thatcher  or  John  Major,  as  he 
showed  both  on  Tuesday  and  again 
yesterday.  Many  people,  in  the 
party  as  well  as  among  the  public 
generally,  have  not  known  what  to 
make  of  him.  He  has  now  begun  to 
fill  out  his  identity  by  talking 
about  his  personal  experiences 
and  what  he  has  learnt  of  freedom 
and  enterprise  from  growing  up  in 
south  Yorkshire.  There  is  the 
beginnings  of  an  appealing  Hague 


RIDDELL 


ON  POLITICS 


story  to  be  told,  and  to  be  sold  to  the 
voters. 

The  Hague  strategy  has  also 
become  dearer.  This  week,  we  have 
heard  contrition,  humility  (often 
somewhat  strained  from  former 
Cabinet  ministers)  and  even,  yes¬ 
terday,  an  outright  apology  for 
Britain’s  entry  into  the  European 
exchange  rate  mechanism  fa  great 
mistake").  If  the  past  has  not  yet 
been  forgiven  or  forgotten,  the 
Major  era  is  now  definitely  over. 


The  most  controversial,  and  un¬ 
expected,  feature  was  the  new. 
caring  face  of  Conservatism.  This  is 
both  necessary,  to  appeal  to  a 
younger  generation  and  risky,  as 
shown  by  the  hostile  reaction 
yesterday  of  the  moral  arbiters  of 
the  committed  Tory  press  to  Mich¬ 
ael  Portillo’s  lecture. 

Mr  Hague  himself  yesterday 
both  effectively  countered  Lord 
Tebbit’s  assault  on  multi- 
cuhuraiism  and  carefully  bal¬ 
anced.  “the  enduring  values’  of 
traditional  family  life’  and  ‘under¬ 
standing  and  tolerance  of  people 
making  their  own  derisions  about 
how  they  lead  their  lives".  Compas¬ 


sion.  he  said,  is  ‘not  a  bolt-on  extra 
to  Conservatism.  It’s  at  its  very 
core."  Society  is  back  on  the  Tory 
agenda,  even  if  these  remarks  were 
more  coolly  received  by  foe  Tory 
faithful  than  the  breast-beating 
over  the  exchange-rate  mechanism 
or  the  attacks  on  Labour. 

However,  itis  hard  to  know  what 
to  make  of  his  comment  about  a 
‘democratic,  popular  Conservatism 
that  listens,  that  has  compassion  at 
its  core’.  It  is  perilously  close  to  the 
soundbite  vacuities  of  "new"  Lab¬ 
our  that  Mr  Hague  was  himself 
criticising  earlier  m  the  speech. 

Mr  Hague,  we  are  told  admir¬ 
ingly  by  his  advisers,  will  surprise 


us  all  by  his  boldness.  There  was 
Irttie  sign  of  that  yesterday.  There 
was  much  about  the  continued 
relevance  of  Conservative  princi¬ 
ples  but  little  sense  of  wheTe  the 
party  might  be  going. 

What  are  foe  new  challenges  it 
expects  to  face?  What  role  is  there 
for  the  state?  What  do  his  refer¬ 
ences  to  self-reliance  and  commun¬ 
ity  responsibilities  really  mean? 
Policymaking  can  wait  but  this  is 
the  debate  that  Mr  Hague  should 
starting  now. 

As  it  is,  about  the  only  definite  , 
policy  so  far,  apart  from  opposition 
to  devolution,  is  the  firm  rejection 
of  a  single  European  currency  and 


hostility  to  further  European  inte¬ 
gration.  But  the  Tories  are  largely 
irrelevant  to  this  and  many  other 
issues.  They  have  lost  foe  political 
initiative.  Whether  Britain  enters  a 
single  currency  will  depend  on 
Tony  Blair's  judgement  not  Wil¬ 
liam  Hague's. 

No  one  can  tell  what  the  result  of 
the  next  general  election  will  be.  At 
present  it  is  Labour’s  to  lose,  and 
few  would  bet  on  tins.  Mr  Hague 
may  hope,  and  plan,  for  a  return'  to 
office  in  five  years.  But  much  of  his 
party'fastill  behaving  as  if  it  will  be 
ten  years. . 

Peter  Riddell 


For  the  third  consecutive  year  the  harvest  in  North 
Korea  has  been  ruined  by  devastating  oods.  Many  homes 
have  been  destroyed  and  millions  of  people  face  starvation. 
Already  huge  numbers  of  children  are  barely  surviving  on 
a  diet  of  tree  bark,  grass  and  roots.  The  oods  have  also 
severely  damaged  the  nation  s  health  system  leaving  it 
ill-equipped  to  deal  with  malnourished  and  suffering  children. 

The  people  of  North  Korea  are  in  desperate  need. The 
Red  Cross  is  organising  emergency  supplies  of  food  to 
vulnerable  groups  and  medical  equipment  to  the  failing 
health  sector. 

Your  help  is  vital,  just  £26.00  could  feed  a  family  of  four 
for  two  months.  This  money  can  help  the  Red  Cross  save  lives. 

Please  call  now  with  your  credit  card  donation.  . 

0171 201 5040 

QUOTING  REFERENCE  8865 

Or  yon  can  send  a  cheque  or  postal  order  with  the  coupon  below. 
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the  scenes  still 


SINGLE  mothers,  Asians, 
Afro-Caribbeans.  Yorkshire 
suckler  cow-owners,  every  de¬ 
serving  minoriiy  has  had  its 
hand  held  by  the  Conserva¬ 
tives  in  the  week  the  Tory 
party  presented  a  softer  face. 
Bur  behind  the  smiles  the  feud 
•  that  brought  the  Tories  to  their 
current  pass  still  festers. 

The  momentum  for  the  Con¬ 
servative  cultural  revolution 
at  Blackpool  came  from  a 
friendship  forged  around  the 
last  Cabinet's  table.  But  the 
prospects  of  revival  are  still 
clouded  by  tensions  apparent 
last  week  in  the  Shadow 
Cabinet  room. 

Wiliam  Hague  was  elected 
not  just  to  give  the  Tories  a 
fresh  face  and  a  surer  public 
relations  touch  but  also  to 
bring  coherence  and  clarity  on 
Europe.  He  made  clear  during 
the  leadership  election  that 
unity  could  not  be  built  on  a 
“constantly  shifting  fudge". 
Since  then  he  has  been  deter¬ 
mined  to  draw  a  line  in  the 
sand  but  some  of  his  col¬ 
leagues  are  trying  to  kick  it  in 
his  face. 

Mr  Hague  has  made  at- . 
tempts  to  fashion  a  policy  on 
Europe  both  sceptical  and 
inclusive  but  the  strength  of 
the  agreed  line  —  that  the 
single  currency  is  ruled  out  for 
the  “foreseeable  future"  —  has 
been  tested  by  Shadow  Cabi¬ 
net  dissidents'  such  as  David 
Curry  whose  interpretation  of 
“foreseeable"  implies  ten  min¬ 
utes  rather  than  the  leader¬ 
ship's  preferred  version  of  ten 
years. 

Hague  supporters  were 
niunering  their  irritation  with 
Cuny  as  they  necked  their 
Budweisers  in  the  conference 
hotel  on  Thursday  night  but 
they  were  confident  other  fac¬ 
tors  were  already  working  to 
the  Tories*  advantage. 

The  first  of  these  is  the 
political  intelligence  Hague 
displays,  apparently  much 
more  attuned  to  the  demands 
of  modem  campaigning  than 
his  predecessor. 

Tory  party  staffers  believe 
the  deliberate  downplaying  of 
expectations  before  the  result 
of  the  ballot  on  his  leadership 
is  evidence  of  greater  grip. 
They  also  feel  the  leader’s 
analysis  in  his  speech  of  new 
Labour'S  lack  of  firm  princi- 


Tories’soft 


focus  hides 


feud  that 


lingers  on;  - 


writes 


Michael  Gove 


pled  has  the  potential  to 
convince. 

Hague's  handling  of  his 
own  reform  programme  cer¬ 
tainly  looked  adept  He  was 
elected  leader  by  the  MPs  over 
the  heads  of  the  activists  in 
what  amounts  to  an  arranged 
marriage  between  Hague  and 
his  party.  The  party,  initially 
suspicious,  is  now  warming  to 
the  match,  especially  as 
Hague  shows  every  sign  of 
taking  on  a  parliamentary 
party  blamed  by  activists  for 
the  scale  of  defeat 

Hague's  willingness  to  take 
on  the  Jurassic  and  geriatric 
tendency  within  his  own  party 
has  been  bolstered  by  the 
encouragement  of  the  man  he 
expected  to  be  his  leader. 
Michael  Portillo  and  William 
Hague  share  a  belief  that  the 
Tones  should  look  softer, 
think  harder  and  apologise 
fully  if  the  Tories  are  to  return 
to  power. 

Over  dinner  in  the  Portillo’s 
Victoria  Square  home  in  the 
summer,  William  and  Ffion 
and  Michael  and  Carolyn  had 
a  chance  to  reflect  on  defeat  - 
The  fruits  of  that  dinner  were 


Portillo:  ally  in  Hague's 
battle  with  old  guard 


apparent  in  this  week's 
.  reinvention. 

Mr  Portillo’s  remodelling 
saw  him  abandon  the  ministe¬ 
rial  pinstripes  for  sackcloth 
and  ashes.  “I  have  made  many 
mistakes  in  my  career,"  he 
confided  to  the  2,000-strong 
audience  and  the  blue  rinses 
who  once  admired  him  for 
being  a  bastard  now  adored 
him  for  saying  sorry. 

But  their  outlook  is  not 
universally  shared.  One 
Shadow  minister  on  the.  Left 
thought  the  new  tolerant  tone 
“wonderful,  but  two  years  too 
late.  If  we’d  had  a  speech  like 
that  from  Portillo  before  the 
election  we  wouldn’t  be  in  the 
mess  we  are  now".  Another 
Shadow  minister  on  the  Right 
was  a  touch  worried  that, 
“weVe  moved  too  fast  We  did 
a  lot  of  work  to  defend  the 
family  and  we  can’t  forget  we 
fought  the  last-election  with  a 
'  commitment  to  pro-family  tax¬ 
ation  as  the  centrepiece  of  the 
.  manifesto."' 

Mr  Portillo’s  lecture  was 
only  the  roost  conspicuous  re¬ 
modelling  on  the  Right. 

Leadership  ambitions  had 
already  wrought  a  transfor¬ 
mation  in  some  senior  Tories. 
In  the  battle  to  succeed  John 
Major  the  contest's  hard  man. 
Michael  Howard,  became 
makeover  Mike.  The  Gordon 
Gekko  pinstripes  were 
swapped  for  subtler  Savile 
Row  shades.  Speeches  which 
were  once  barristerial  tours  de 
force  now  have  references  to 
Beavis  and  Butthead. 

John  Redwood  sported  a 
softer  fringe  and  a  suit  and 
manner  which  are  less  but¬ 
toned -up. 

The  only  display  of  humility 
in  which  Ken  Clarke  has 
indulged  this  week  was  die 
work  of  his  wife  Gillian.  She 
preferred  Doreen  Cumpsty’s 
bed  and  breakfast  to  the  glitz 
and  glamour  of  the  conference 
hotel.  The  former  Chancellor’s 
reputation  for  prudence  was 
underlined.  Mr  Clarke  did 
stray  off-message  in  an  inter¬ 
view  with  the  Evening  Stan¬ 
dard, ,  when  he  confirmed  he 
still  wants  to  lead  his  party. 
But  at  the  end  of  a  week  when 
the  rest  of  his  party  has  shown 
more  of  the"  gentle  touch  it 
looks  as  though  the  time  for 
bruisers  has  passed. 


PETER  NIC  HO  LLS 


hyped  d 

supplanted  as  party  pin-up;  and  at  the  end  of  her  nance's  final  conference  address 

Ffion  is  unfazed  by 
her  dress  rehearsal 


Damian  Whitworth  on  a  week  that  set  Tory  pulses  racing 


UNTIL  yesterday  this  week’s 
Conservative  Party  confer¬ 
ence  had  followed  the  famil¬ 
iar  pattern  of  recent  years.  A 
male  Tory  leader  striving  to 
dominate  his  party  was 
eclipsed  by  a  dazzling  blonde 
whose  brief  cameo  appear¬ 
ances  stole  the  show.  This 
time,  however,  the  lady  in 
question  was  the  leader’s 
fiancee,  not  his  predecessor. 

Such  has  been  the  excite¬ 
ment  about  Ffion  Jenkins 
this  week  that  for  the  official 
highlight  of  the  conference, 
William  Hague's  speech  yes¬ 
terday,  she  kept  a  low  profile 
in  order  to  focus  attention  on 
him.  She  did  not  sit  on  the 
stage  but  slipped  into  the 
conference  hall  just  before 
his  solo  grand  entrance  and 
tucked  herself  away  in  the 
middle  of  the  second  row 
where  she  dapped  enthusias¬ 
tically  and  laughed  at  jokes 
she  must  already  have  heard. 
Only  when  the  speech  was 
over  was  she  pulled  on  to  the 
platform  by  Mr  Hague. 

If  Miss  Jenkins  had  still 
been  in  the  Welsh  Offce, 
where  she  was  an  anony¬ 
mous  civfl  servant  until 
recently,  she  would  have 
spent  the  last  week  poring 
over  the  minutiae  of  the 
Devolution  Bill  with  Ron 
Davies,  the  Welsh  Secretary. 
Instead,  in  her  first  confer¬ 
ence.  she  has  become  the  pin¬ 
up  of  the  party;  the  dutiiiil, 
polite  fiancee  who  also  set  tire 


pulses  of  constituency  chair¬ 
men  galloping  in  an  evening 
dress  that  was  risque  without 
being  too  shocking. 

The  Ff  Factor  has  sup¬ 
planted'  even  the  Thatcher 
Effect.  When  Mr  Hague  and 
Miss  Jenkins  were  photo¬ 
graphed  with  Baroness 
Thatcher  he  said  he  was 
sandwiched  between  his  two 
favourite  ladies.  If  behaviour 
in  the  Imperial  Hotel  foyer  is 
anything  to  go  by.  Miss 
Jenkins  was  a  bigger  favour¬ 
ite  for  conference-goers  than 
even  the  former  Prime  Min¬ 
ister.  There  was  a  large  turn 
out  (and  not  just  of  press)  to 
see  Miss  Jenkins  descend  a 
staircase  in  her  dress  than 
there  was  for  the  arrival  of 
Lady  Thatcher  and  Sir  De¬ 
nis.  Lady  Thatcher,  as  she 
does  every  year,  grabbed 
headlines,  but  they  were  of 
nothing  compared  with  the 
acres  of  coverage  devoted  to 
Ms  Jenkins's  much-hyped 
but  mildly  disappointing 
frock. 

Considering  that  this  was 
her  first  experience  of  intense 
media  scrutiny  she  per¬ 
formed  with  accomplish¬ 
ment  At  her  solitary  pholo- 
call  she  maintained 
as  much  dignity  os  is  possible 
when  sitting  on  a  toadstool 
talking  to  a  bemused  toddler 
at  Bradley  Beaver’s  restau¬ 
rant  . 

Throughout  the  week  she 
posed  with  poise,  refraining 


from  grinning  as  much  as 
Mr  Hague,  who  has  also 
adopted  a  strange  habit  of 
pointing  at  the  cameras.  On 
the  stage  yesterday,  as  the 
couple  basked  in  the  ap¬ 
plause  of  a  party  desperate  to 
shed  its  geriatric  image,  she 
put  her  arm  round  him,  but 
he  did  not  kiss  her.  Earlier  in 
the  week,  when  photogra¬ 
phers  had  asked  him  to,  he 
had  said  that  they  would 
have  to  wait  until  they  were 
married. 

“Ffion  was  nervous  before 
the  conference  began  but  that 
is  only  to  be  expected."  a 
friend  said.  “But  she's  a  very 
cool  and  intelligent  lady. 
She's  not  fazed  by  any  of 
this." 

Apart  from  laughing  on  a 
walkabout  when  The  Times 
pointed  out  somebody  wear¬ 
ing  a  HAGUE  baseball  cap 
and  making  the  exciting  dis¬ 
closure  that  "it’s  going  really 
well",  she  has  remained  si¬ 
lent  and  a  senior  member  of 
the  Hague  camp  said  she  was 
not  intending  to  give  any 
interviews.  “I  don't  think  she 
will  talk  to  the  press  in  the 
foreseeable  future.  That’s  not 
a  policy  decision,  she  just 
doesn’t  want  to." 

In  December  Mr  Hague 
will  become  the  first  politi¬ 
cian  in  tiring  memory  to 
many  while  leading  his  par¬ 
ty.  For  his  bride,  this  week 
ha.s  been  a  handy  dress 
rehearsal. 
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It’s  hard  to  know  what  will  happen  to  interest  rates.  But  the  Halifax  Capped 
Rate  mortgage  means  you  don’t  have  to  worry. 

Because  if  you're  wrong,  and  interest  rates  rise,  our  capped  rate  won't!  But  if 
you’re  right,  and  our  mortgage  base  rate  falls  below  7.79%  8-3%  APR,  your  rate 
falls  as  well.  • 

So  whatever  happens,  the  Halifax  Capped  Rate  mortgage  is  a  winner,  right 
up  to  31st  January  2002?  There’s  no  two  ways  about  it 

For  more  information,  call  into  your  local  Halifax  branch  or  phone  us  on 
0800 10 11 10  for  an  information  pack. 
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/I*?'?  / marks  tiie  Utah  Anniversary  of  the  award- 
/  winning  Britannia  gold  coin  and  also  the  300th 
Anniversary  of  the  Britannia  silver  hallmarking  standard. 

In  celebration  of  these  mo  great  milestones,  the  Royal 
Mint  is  issuing  a  superb  Britannia  Stiver  Proof  coin  with  a 
new  commemorative  reverse  design  by  Philip  Nathan.  Just 
50,000"  Britannia  Silver  Proof  1'TOoz  coins  will  be  available 

for  worldwide  distribution. 

These  unique  Legal  Tender  coins  contain  95.8%  fine 
silver  -  the  Britannia  Standard  -  making  them  more  pure 
than  the  usual  92.5%  fine  silver  content  of  sterling  silver. 

Each  Britannia  Silver  Proof  coin  bears  Raphael 
Maklouf’s  elegant  portrait  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  on  the 
obverse,  and  is  presented  in  a  beautiful  gift  box  together 
with  a  Royal  Mint  Certificate  of  Authenticity. 

Take  advantage  of  this  wonderful  opportunity  to 
acquire  the  stunning  new  1997  Britannia  Silver  Proof  -  the 
perfect  Christmas  Gift] 

'An  additional  15.000  BritaMui  Siteer  Proof  l/W  oz  coins  are 
reserved for  inclusion  in  the  Britar.nui  4-Coin  Sdrer  Proof  Collection. 

-  CALL  OR  FILL  IN  THE  COUPON  TODAY. 


In  order  to  guarantee  delivery  for  Christmas,  Credit  Card  orders 
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‘We’ll  be  the 

Hague  offers  alternative 
to  Labour’s  ‘cynicism’ 
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The  following  is  an  edited 
version  of  William  Hague's 
speech  yestenlay. 

1  SAID  that  i  wanted  a  fresh 
conference.  And  I  have  got  i L  f 
believe  that  this  week  we  haw 
had  the  freshest  and  most 
constructive  and  exciting  con¬ 
ference  for  years. 

I  said  that  1  wanted  an  open 
conference.  This  week  we  have 
had  some  of  the  most  open 
and  vigorous  and  honest  de¬ 
bates  that  our  parry,  any 
party,  has  had  for  years  and 
years.  I  said  that  l  wanted  a 
dear  conference.  And  this 
week  the  message  of  change 
and  renewal  has  come  out  of 
this  hall  with  a  clarity  and 
directness  that  is  rare  in 
modem  politics. 

I  said  that  i  wanted  a  united 
conference.  There  is  no  doubt 
this  week  that  you.  you  the 
conference,  have  demonstrat¬ 
ed  a  new  unity  of  purpose  and 
a  new  unity  of  conviction  that 
none  of  the  pundits  predicted. 
Fresh,  open,  clear  and  united. 
That  is  what  I  wanted  to  see 
and  that  is  what  this  confer¬ 
ence  has  delivered. 

Far  from  being  dead  we 
have  embarked  on  a  process  of 
reform  and  renewal  that  will 
rebuild  our  party,  rejuvenate 
our  membership,  restore  our 
confidence  and  make  us  fit  to 
return  to  govern  at  the  next 
general  election. 

As  some  of  you  may  remem¬ 
ber,  i  gave  a  speech  in  this 
very  hail  20  years  ago  almost 
to  the  day.  I  told  Margaret 
Thatcher  what  she  had  to  do  to 
be  a  successful  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter,  It  was  a  bit  presumptuous, 
but  it  worked.  And  you  have  to 
hand  it  to  her.  she  took  the 
message  to  heart.  1  spent  three 
minutes  20  years  ago  telling 
Margaret  what  she  needed  to 
do.  Then,  to  the  lasting  benefit 
of  this  country,  she  spent  the 
next  13  years  telling  all  of  us 
what  to  do. 

Six  months  from  now,  we 
will  have  our  new  constitu¬ 
tion.  the  foundation  of  a  new, 
united,  inclusive,  democratic, 
decentralised,  and  open  party. 
Never  again  will  we  have  a 
divided  organisation.  Never 
again  will  the  voice  of  our 
members  go  unheard,  and 
never  again  will  we  allow  the 
good  name  of  our  party  to  be 
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William  Hague  matched 
Tony  Blair  in  one  respect 
yesterday:  the  use  of  com- 

pa  ssio  n/co  mpasstonata .  A 
textual  analysis  of  their  con¬ 
ference  speeches  reveals 
that  he  showed  his  softer 
side  eight  times — the  same 
as  Mr  Blair  last  week. 

But  there  were  some  big 
differences.  Mr  Hague 
spoke  of  freedom  21  times. 
Mr  Blair  never  mentioned  it 

The  buzz-words  and  their 
frequency  were:  Britain/ 
British,  Hague  23,  Blair  53; 
country,  Hague  IS,  Blair 
31;  nation,  Hague  20,  Blair 
19;  people,  Hague  34.  Blair 
44;  family,  Hague  6,  Blair  3; 
choice,  Hague  8.  Biair  11 
(but  mostly  hard  choices); 
modem,  Hague  3,  Blair  21 ; 
change,  Hague  7,  Blair  16; 
vision,  Hague  1,  Blair  12; 
reform  Hague  4,  Blair  12. 


blackened  by  the  greed  and 
selfishness  of  a  few.  This  week 
has  been  one  of  reflection,  but 
it  has  also  been  one  of  recon¬ 
struction.  Today  I'd  like  to  talk 
about  my  kind  of  Conserva¬ 
tism.  the  party  i  lead,  the 
things  I  believe  in. 

I'd  like  to  tell  you  about  an 
open  Conservatism  that  is 
tolerant,  that  believes  freedom 
is  about  much  more  than 
economics,  that  believes  free¬ 
dom  doesn't  stop  at  the  shop 
counter.  I'd  like  to  tell  you 
about  a  democratic,  popular 
Conservatism  that  listens,  that 
has  compassion  at  its  core. 

[  want  to  tell  you  about  a 


Dandelion  and 
Burdock  alt  round! 


Conservatism  rooted  in  its 
traditions,  but  embracing  the 
future.  I  want  to  tell  you  about 
a  changing  Conservatism  that 
acknowledges  its  mistakes. 
But  I  also  want  to  ted  you 
about  a  proud  Conservatism 
that  has  served  this  nation 
well  and  will  do  so  again. 

We  won't  just  be  a  party  of 
power,  we  will  be  a  party'  oF 
principle,  too.  In  the  coming 
years,  we’ll  be  Ihe  only  party  of 
principle  in  this  country.  Lis¬ 
tening  to  a  Labour  politician, 
you  might  well  think  1m  being 
a  bit  unfair.  “A  hand  up.  not  a 
hand  out."  "Tough  on  crime." 
“Opportunity  for  all."  The 
words  are  all  in  their  place.  It 
all  sounds  prerty.  familiar.  It 
should  do.  They  are  our 
words.  It's  no  accident  Labour 
adopts  our  words.  Opinion 
polls  and  focus  groups  tell 
them  they're  popular.  They 
could  have  saved  their  money. 
We  could  have  told  them  that 
for  free. 

Bui  just  because  they  use 
our  language,  and  have 
swapped  the  donkey  jacket  for 
the  Armani  suit,  doesn't  mean 
they  actually  believe  in  the 
principles  that  give  that  lan¬ 
guage  its  purpose.  It  is  their 
lack  of  principle  which  is  the 
central  characteristic  of  the 
new  Labour  Government. 

Tony  Blair  said  that  he  ran 
as  new  Labour,  that  he  won  as 
new  Labour,  and  that  now 
he’ll  govern  as  new'  Labour. 
Well  let  me  tell  him  we're 
going  to  oppose  him  as  new 
Labour.  New  Labour.  They're 
for  everything  but  for  nothing. 

Tough,  tender. 

Hot.  cold. 

Soft  hard. 

Fast.  slow. 

For  you.  for  me. 

To  give,  to  take. 

To  stop,  to  start. 

What  sort  of  speech  was  that 
last  week?  Mr  Blair,  full  of 
this,  full  of  that  But  what  on 
earth  did  it  ail  mean?  What  is 
he  going  to  do?  Well.  I  think  I 
know.  It  means  that  on  any 
issue,  at  any  rime  he’s  happy 
to  tell  you  one  thing  and  then 
do  something  different  That's 
why  we’U  oppose  them  as  new 
Labour.  And  that's  why  we’ll 
beat  them  as  new  Labour. 

Labour  have  lost  their  mor¬ 
al  compass.  They  care  most  of 
all  about  what  sounds  good. 


William  Hague  acknowledging  the  applause  of  his  Shadow  Cabinet  colleagues  on  the  platform  after  his  speech  in  Blackpool  yesterday 


what  trips  off  the  tongue,  what 
plays  well  on  the  television 
bulletins,  and  what  gets  a 
headline  in  tomorrow's 
papers.  Every  Labour  politi¬ 
cian  has  to  have  his  own  focus 
group.  Except,  John  Prescott, 
□f  course.  He  has  a  lack-of- 
focus  group. 

Well,  politics  is  about  much 
more  than  focus  groups  and 
short-term  gimmicks.  Respon¬ 
sible  politicians  have  to  make 
judgments  about  the  rights 
and  wrongs  of  issues.  There 
are  times  when  they  have  to 
ignore  the  opinion  polls,  when 
they  have  to  take  tough  deci¬ 
sions.  There  are  times  when 
you’ve  got  to  risk  unpopulari¬ 
ty.  when  you  must  look  be¬ 
yond  tomorrow. 

Labour  are  already  ducking 
those  choices.  They've  an¬ 
nounced  39  policy  reviews 
since  the  general  election. 
Every. time  we  ask  them  a 
difficult  question  they  say 
they're  setting  up  a  review. 
And  it's  fimny  how  these 
reviews  never  end.  They  never 


Harwich  -  Hook  of  Holland 


Fancy  going  over  to  Holland  for  a  break  this  autumn?  Maybe  staying  at  one  of  the 
country's  unspoilt  beach  resorts  or  driving  over  to  Amsterdam  or  Maastricht?  Well,  Stena 
Line  have  all  the  best  travel  offers  to  get  you  there.  You  can  enjoy  a  5  Day  Midweek 
Return  for  just  £68  (Sun-Thur)  or  a  5  Day  APEX  return  from  £137  (Fri-Sat).  So  why  are  you 
waiting?  To  book,  call  0990  70  70  70  or  see  your  Travel  Agent. 
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actually  report  Imagine  if  the 
Second  World  War  had  been 
fought  this  way.  You  can  just 
imagine  them  in  1940:  "We 
shall  review  them  an  the. 
beaches,  we  shall  review  them 
on  tiie  landing  grounds,  we 
shall  review  them  in  the  fields 
and  the  streets;  we  shall 
review  them  in  the  hills;  we 
shall  never  publish  the  re¬ 
sults."  I  believe  that  Labour 
have  introduced  a  new  and 
deeply  unattractive  cynicism 
into  British  politics.  A  new 
cynicism  that  says  it  doesn't 
matter  whether  a  policy  is 
right  or  wrong  but  only 
whether  it  can  be  sold. 

Let  me  give  you  an  example. 
Imagine  that  a  party  had 
deliberately  misrepresented- 
its  opponents’  plans  for  the 
state  pension.  That  it  had 
deliberately  and  cynically 
played  on  the  fears  of  the  old 
and  tiie  vulnerable  for  its  own 
immediate  political  advan¬ 
tage.  Imagine  that  that  same 
party,  now  in  government, 
introduced  in  its  very  first 
budget  a  £5  billion  tax  on 
people's  pension  funds. 

You\i  think  that  was  incred¬ 
ible.  You’d  think  that  no  set  of 
politicians  could  be  so  shame¬ 
less.  You  would  have  thought 
that  a  party  that  had  done  all 
that  would  have  felt  more  than 
a  pang  of  conscience,  more 
than  a  twinge  of  shame.  You 
would  have  thought  that  a 
party  that  had  manipulated 
people  in  that  way.  and  then 
kicked  them  in  the  teeth, 
would  be  ashamed  to  show  its 
face  to  the  British  people.  But 
not  new  Labour. 

We  have  no  intention  of 
stooping  to  a  new  politics 
without  conscience.  Let  them 
sloop.  We  will  conquer. 

WeYe  not  fooled  by  the 
mood  music  of  new  Labour. 
Not  like  the  Liberal  Demo¬ 
crats,  unfortunately.  They’ve 
been  completely  mesmerised 
by  these  politics  without  val¬ 
ues.  They’re  jigging  along 
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happily  to  the  Pied  Piper  of 
Downing  Street 

Paddy's  proved  a  real  push¬ 
over.  He’s  been  completely 
seduced.  When  the  Prime 
M  mister  says  come  up  and  see 
my  etchings  he  stiil  expects  to 
see  some  artwork.  Everyone 
now  knows  for  certain  what 
weve  always  warned:  if  you 
vole  Liberal  you  are  support¬ 
ing  the  Labour  Party. 

Mind  you,  I  don't  know  who 
is  going  to  regret  this  partner¬ 
ship  most.  Remember,  the 
Literals  want  to  legalise  can¬ 
nabis  but  ban  lottery  scratch 
cards.  Urey  want  a  federal 
Europe  but  voted  to  boycott 
French  wine.  And  Tony  Blair 
wants  to  have  an  alliance  with 
these  people?  Soon  we’ll  be 
saying:  don't  vote  Labour  or 
you'll  let  the  Liberals  in. 

So  much  for  the  parties  that 
dont  believe  in  anything.  Let’s 
talk  about  a  party  that  does 
believe  in  something,  that  does 
have  principles,  values  and 
purpose.  Let’s  talk  about 
ourselves. 

I’m  going  to  tell  you  what  l 
believe  in.  First  of  all.  I  believe 
in  freedom.  In  Thomas  Jeffer¬ 
son’s  famous  words,  “the  price 
of  liberty  is  eternal  vigilance". 
Two  hundred  years  later  we’ve 
got  to  be  vigilant  against  a 
Government  whose  every  in¬ 
stinct  is  to  boss,  to  meddle,  to 


interfere  and  to  control.  We 
are  the  only  party  in  Britain 
which  believes  in  freedom  as  a 
birthright  to  be  protected  rath¬ 
er  than  a  concession  to  be 
handed  down.  So  I  believe  in 
freedom. 

And  I  believe  in  enterprise.  I 
did nt  Team  about  enterprise 
from  economics  textbooks  and 
the  back  pages  of  the  Finan¬ 
cial  Times.  [  learnt  about 
enterprise  first  hand,  from  my 
own  family.  My  father,  before 
he  retired,  ran  a  small  busi¬ 
ness.  Hague  Soft  Drinks.  We 
booled  such  well-known 
brands  as  Hague  Cola.  Hague 
Chenyade,  Hague  Orangeade 
and  my  favourite.  Hague 
Dandelion  and  Burdock.  I 
said  we'd  be  an  honest  party. ; 
So  111.  be  honest  -Some  fla¬ 
vours  tasted  better  than 
others. 

We  were  never  rich.  But  we 
were  comfortable.  I  knew 
from  an  early  age  what  that 
comfort  depended  on:  dili¬ 
gence,  enterprise  and  initia¬ 
tive.  Sound  business  practice, 
dedication,  hard  work  and 
long- hours.  The  same  values 
that  were  the  foundation  of  my 
family’s  business  helped 
launch  millions  of  similar 
small  businesses  under  Con¬ 
servative  governments.  Enter¬ 
prise  needed  the  Conservative 
Party  then.  Enterprise  needs 
.  the  Conservative  Party  now. 

I  believe  in  enterprise.  And  1 
believe  in  education.  I  have  to 
believe  in  education.  I’m  only 
standing  here  today  because 
of  education.  If  Labour  now 
builds  on  our  achievements 
and  brings  forward  the  right 
policies,  then  we  will  support 
them.  This  subject  is  too 
important  for  any  politician  to 
bear  a  grudge. 

But  what  have  they  done  so 
far?  They  took  the  assisted 
places  scheme,  the  scheme 
which  helps  bright  children 
from  poor  families  to  go  to 
some  of  the  best  schools  in  the 
country  and  abolished  it  Can 
you  believe  it?  Next  years 
youngsters  will  now  be  denied 
that  opportunity.  What  a  stu¬ 
pid  and  vindictive  thing  to  do. 

Not  content  with  that,  we 
new  find  grant  maintained 
schools  condemned.  Gram¬ 
mar  schools  are  under  threat. 
Church  schools  '  will  be 
stripped  of  their  indepen¬ 
dence.  I  say  to  Labour,  recog¬ 
nise  and  applaud  diversity. 
Join  us  In  the  modem  age 
which  recognises  diversity. 
Education  needs  the  Conser¬ 
vative  Party  now. 

Labour  ask  us  to  trust  them 
on  health.  Trust  them  when 
waiting  lists  are  going  up? 
Trust  them  as  they  axe  hospi¬ 
tal  building  across  the  coun¬ 
try?  And  trust  them  when  they 
pul  Frank  Dobson  in  charge  of 
the  NHS?  lYn  told  that  when 
Frank  got  into  his  ministerial 
car  the  other  week,  his  driver 
said  to  him:  "Have  you  heard 
the  latest  Frank  Dobson  joke, 
sir?" “But",  he  protested.  "I  am 
Frank  Dobson".  "Dont  wor¬ 
ry".  sa  id  his  driver.  "Ill  tell  it  to 
you  slowly". 

We  hear  the  Government  is 
committed  to  welfare  reform. 
An  enormous  challenge.  A  job . 
for  someone  of  real  dyna¬ 
mism.  of  intellectual  rigour,  a 
job  for  someone  with  real  clout 
at  the  Cabinet  table.  A  job  for 
Harriet  Harman.  I  hear  that 
Tony  Blair  is  planning  a 
iphuflle.  He  thinks  shrt  out¬ 
lived  her  uselessness. 

Conservatives .  believe  that 
welfare  dependency  breeds  de¬ 
spair  and  misery,  if.  despite 
everything,  the  Government 
can  break  this  cycle  of  despair 
they  will  get  our  unswerving 
support  and  they  will  deserve 
it.  We  won't  be  afraid  to 
support  the  Government  if 
they  are  right.  So  I  believe  in 


obligation  to  others.  And  I 
believe  in  our  nation. 

Each  one  of  us  is  proud  to  be 
Welsh,  or  Scottish,  or  North¬ 
ern  Irish  or  English.  Or 
Yorkshire.  And  we  have  every 
right  to  be.  I  come  from 
Yorkshire  and  I  am  marrying 
Wales.  I'm  not  one  of  those 
politicians  who  looks  at  the 
United  Kingdom  through  a 
pair  of  binoculars  from  inside 
the  M25.  1  don’t  look  at  the 
world,  through  the  wrong  end 
of  an  Islington  drain  pipe. 

1  know  that  Britain  is  more 
than  the  sum  of  its  parts.  I 
come  from  Yorkshire,  and  I 
love  Wales  but  I  call  the 
United  Kingdom  my  country. 
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That  is  why  I  abhor  the 
damage  that  this  Labour  Gov¬ 
ernment  is  doing  to  our  na¬ 
tion.  They're  pitting  one  part 
of  our  United  Kingdom 
against  another. 

So  I  believe  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  And  I  believe  in  a 
Europe  of  nation  states. 

All  Conservatives  want  to 
see  a  strong  and  prosperous 
Europe  in  which  Britain. plays 
a  leading  part.  A  Europe  in 
which  we  work  with  our 
partners  to  bring  down  the 
barriers  to  free  trade.  An  open 
Europe  which  embraces  the 
countries  of  Central  and  East¬ 
ern  Europe. 

But  we've,  got  to  have  a 
flexible  Europe  of  nation 
states.  Europe  itself,  is  not  a 
nation,  and  it  should  not 
aspire  to  be  a  nation.  [  have  to 
tell  you,  there  is  a-  limit  to 
European  integration.  And  I . 
■must  say.  in  my  opinion,  we 
are  near  that  limit  now.  ' 

The  prospect  of  a  single 


currency  may  present  this 
country  with  one  of  the  meat 
momentous  derisions  in  its 
history.  For  a  lot  of  Conserva¬ 
tives,  there  are  profound  con¬ 
stitutional  objections  to  a 
single  currency.  Others  in  our 
party,  while  not  ruling  out 
entry  at  some  point,  believe  it 
would  be  a  mistake  for  Britain 
to  take  part  in  such  a  risky 
economic  experiment,  with  all 
its  far  reaching  consequences, 
at  least  until  we've  had  a 
decent  opportunity  to  see 
whether  it  works.  And  that  is 
why  we  say  no  to  abolishing 
the  pound  for  the  foreseeable 
future. 

There  will  always  be  some 
serious  differences  in  any  seri¬ 
ous  party.  We.  will  give  our 
backbench  MBs  a  free  vote  on 
a  single  currency.  But  what  is 
most  important  is  that  rhe 
people  should  have  a  free  vote 
and  the  final  say  in  a  referen¬ 
dum.  Not  the  rigged  and 
fudged  referendum  some  in 
the  Government  want  to  see. 

So  1  believe  in  a  Europe  of 
nation  states.  So  I  believe  in 
freedom.  I  believe  in  enter¬ 
prise.  I  believe  in  education.  I 
believe  in  self-reliance.  1 
believe  in  obligation  to  others. 
I  believe  in  the  nation. 

So  let’s  hold  our  heads  high 
and  say  to  new  Labour  and  the 
whole  world:  these  are  the 
things  we  believe  in,  these  are 
the  values  from  which  we  will 
never  retreaL  Let’s  say  to  the 
world,  this  is  what  we  believe 
in  and  this  is  what  we  will 
always  stand  for. 

Let's  challenge  New  Lab¬ 
our:  this  is  what  we  believe, 
what  do  you  believe?  These  are 
our  values,  where  are  yours? 
This  is  what  is  sacred  to  us. 
when  will  anything  be  sacred 
to  you?  Some  people  think 
none  of  this  matters  any  more. 
.They  think  we've  no  more 
need  for  beliefs.  We've  reached 
the  end  of  history.  The  battle's 
been  won.  the  game  is  over, 
the  fat  lady  has  sung.  But  I’m 
here  to  tell  you  they’re  wrong. 
Our  beliefs  and  our  values 
matter  now  more  than  ever. 
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Robert  Morgenthau.  Manhattan  DA  and  one  of  the  city’s  last-liberals 


DA  fights  death  row  lobby 


TUNKU  VARADARAJAN’S 

NEW  YORK 


AT  ONE  of  my  first  criminal 
law  tutorials  at  Oxford  in 
1981.  my  tutor  and  I  talked  at 
length  about  Robert  Morgen- 
thau.  Manhattan’s  flinty  dis¬ 
trict  attorney.  We  discussed. ! 
remember. "  “the  American 
way”,  in  which  the  discretion 
to  prosecute  alleged  crimi¬ 
nals  can  rest  with  a  single, 
elected  individual,  i  am 
delighted  to  report  that  Mr  Morgenrhau. 
now  7S,  is  still  DA  lb  years  later.  In  fact, 
he  has  held  that  office  uninterrupted ly 
since  1975  and  is  up  for  re-election  later 
this  year,  which  should  ensure  that  he  is 
Manhattan's  “Mr  Prosecution”  until  at 
least  3001.  Few  are  prepared  to  bet  that 
this  lifelong  Democrat  will  not  soldier  on 
beyond  that  date. 

Mr  Morgen  thau,  often  described  as 
the  incarnation  of  New  York  history,  is 
the  last  powerful  liberal  in  a  city  which 
was  once  a  bastion  of  that  creed.  In 
recent  years  New  York  has  swung  id  the 
right  —  with  a  new  clamour,  in 
particular,  for  capita]  punishment,  cul¬ 


minating  in  its  reinrroduciion  in  1995  — 
and  the  spotlight  has  often  fallen 
uncomfortably  on  Mr  Morgenthau,  who 
is  a  dogged  opponent  of  the  “try  'em  and 
fry  ’em”  school. 

This  week  he  earned  a  volley  of 
criticism  for  his  refusal  to  seek  the  death 
penalty  for  a  man  accused  of  killing  a 
police  officer  in  May.  The  case  was 
described  by  Rudolph  Giuliani,  the  city’s 
Mayor,  and  George  Paiaki.  the  state’s 
Governor  —  Republicans  both  —  as 
“precisely  the  reason  the  death  penalty 
was  established  in  New  York”.  Yet  even 
this  “natural  capital  punishment  case” 
faffed  to  budge  M  r  Morgenthau.  Writing 


in  The ■  New  York  Times  two 
years  ago.  when  the  city  was 
in  the  grip  of  an  intense 
debate  on  the  subject,  he  said 
of  the  death  penally:  “It 

exacts  a  terrible  price  in 
dollars,  lives  and  human 
decency.  Rarher  than  damp¬ 
ing  down  the  flames  of  vio¬ 
lence,  it  fuels  them  while 
draining  millions  of  dollars 
from  more  promising  efforts  to  restore 
safety  to  our  lives.” 

Many  in  New  York  are  unhappy  with 
his  stance,  not  least  the  family  of  the  dead 
police  officer.  Anthony  Sanchez.  The 
victim's  embittered  mother.  Loretta, 
said:  “In  our  eyes,  it  is  not  just.  I  think  in 
a  lot  of  eyes,  it  is  not  just” 

Sanchez,  a  decorated  officer  with  a 
spotless  ten-year  record  as  one  of  New 
York’s  finest,  was  shot  when  responding 
to  an  armed  robbery  call  in  the  Chelsea 
district.  His  alleged  killer.  Scott 
Schneiderman,  was  a  failed  stockbroker 
who  had  entered  his  wealthy  father’s 
building  in  order  to  rob  him. 


□  ALMOST  os  one.  New  Yorkers 
turned  on  their  favourite  sons,  the 
Yankees,  this  week  after  they  lost  the 
World  Series  baseball  play-offs  to  the 
Cleveland  Indians.  The  anger  was  not 
because  of  the  defeat,  although  the  city  is 
struggling  to  accept  that  its  batters  and 
pitchers  are  no  longer  "world"  cham¬ 
pions.  It  was  rather  that  the  players, 
including  pitcher  Andy  Petiltc,  above, 
did  not  seem  to  be  mourning  their 
demise.  The  Yankees  flew  back  to  New 
York  and  had  a  good  old  time  at  a 
downtown  bar  —  “ Yankee  Panky". 
according  to  the  New  York  Post. 


How  an  alter 

NICHOLAS  HYTNER,  the  director  of 
The  Madness  of  King  George,  made  a 
confession  to  me  recently:  “  1  impersonat¬ 
ed  you  the  other  day.  although  it  wasn't 
a  great  success.” 

This,  in  a  nutshell,  was  his  story.  He 
was  in  a  taxi  in  New  York,  driven  by  a 
Haitian.  The  cabbie  niade  an  unortho¬ 
dox  manoeuvre,  attracting  the  attention 


ego  failed  the  NYPD  blue  language  test 


of  a  police  car.  The  cops  screeched  up  to 
the  cab.  The  flustered  Haitian  was 
peppered  with  words  beginning  exclu¬ 
sively  with  “f*  and  “n". 

Hytuer  tried  to  intervene:  "I  say."  he 
said  to  the  foul-mouthed  officer.  “You 
can’t  talk  to  him  like  that.  Stop  it 
immediately.  I  am  the  New  York 
correspondent  of  the  London  Times.” 


The  officer  told  him  to  mind  his  own 
business,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

The  story  puzzles  me.  Why  did  the 
officer  not  tislen  to  him?  The  line  always 
seems  to  work  when  /  use  iL 

□  PETER  CARUANA  Gibraltar’s 
Chief  Minister,  was  in  town  this 
week  at  the  United  Nations,  in  his 


campaign  for  a  better  deal  for  the  Rock. 
Sources  tefi  me  that  he  is  getting  less 
support  than  he  would  like  from  Robin 
Cook,  the  Foreign  Secrctaty.  Unlike 
Malcolm  Rifkind.  his  predecessor,  who 
saw  Mr  Caruana  as  a  plucky.  Asterix* 
like  figure  keeping  the  “Romans”  in 
Madrid  at  bay.  Mr  Cook  is  believed  to 
be  lukewarm  about  Gibraltar. 


Preacher’s 
star  team 
had  feet 
of  clay 

From  Tom  Rhodes 
IN  WASHINGTON 


BILL  McCARTNEY.  head  of 
the  fastest-growing  evangeli¬ 
cal  movement  in  the  United 
States,  was  yesterday  at  the 
centre  of  controversy  over  his 
past  as  an  American  football 
coach. 

Mr  McCartney,  whose 
Promise  Keepers  movement 
attracted  700,000  men  to  the 
centre  of  Washington  last 
weekend  in  a  show  of  family 
commitment,  apparently 
failed  to  recognise  the  den  of 
iniquity  that  he  was  running 
while  In  charge  of  American 
football  for  12  years  at  the 
University  of  Colorado-  The 
man  who  has  consistently 
portrayed  himself  as  an  agent 
of  God  and  has  always  known 
what  is  best  for  young  men. 
transformed  his  Colorado 
team  from  perennial  losers  to 
frequent  victors  between  1982 
and  1994. 

But  during  that  time,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  article  from 
Sports  Illustrated,  his  re¬ 
cruits  were  accused  of  theft, 
serial  rape,  assault,  extortion, 
drugs,  criminal  trespass  and 
possess  on  of  weapons.  The 
entire  team  was  eventually 
required  to  attend  a  date-rape 
seminar.  From  1986  to  1989 
alone.  24  of  the  players  were 
arrested. 


Tobacco 
firms 
win  US 
reprieve 

From  Bronwen  Maddox 
in  Washington 

THE  tobacco  industry  won  an 
unexpected  reprieve  yesterday 
when  a  landmark  trial  about 
“secondhand  smoking”  ended 
in  settlement,  forestalling  a 
juiy  verdict  that  would  have 
set  a  precedent  for  dozens  of 
follow-up  cases. 

The  suit,  which  was  the  first 
to  claim  damages  from  “pas¬ 
sive  smoking"  —  inhaling 
smokers’  cigarette  fumes  — 
was  also  the  first  class  action 
against  die  tobacco  industry. 

It  was  filed  on  behalf  of 
thousands  of  flight  attendants 
based  in  America  who  claimed 
that  they  were  made  ill  by 
breathing  smoke  on  passenger 
aircraft.. 

The  settlement,  which  was 
not  disclosed,  ended  the  four- 
month  trial  before  the  jury 
was  asked  to  consider  a  ver¬ 
dict  Dozens  of  follcw-up  cases 
were  expected  to  be  launched 
immediately  if  the  defendants 
—  five  cigarette  makers  and 
two  industry  groups  —  had 
lost 

The  tobacco  companies  de¬ 
nied  that  secondhand  smoke 
had  caused  the  flight  atten¬ 
dants’  lung  cancer,  heart  dis¬ 
ease  and  other  symptoms,  and 
claimed  that  other  high-alti¬ 
tude  factors  such  as  ozone 
were  responsible. 
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Scottish  Widows  mav  have  been  around  since  1815,  but  our 


bank  was  formed  only  3  years  ago  to  allow  policyholders  to  benefit 
from  our  financial  expertise.  Now  by  opening  its  doors  to  you. 


were  also  opening  up  banking  based  on  genuine  customer 


service.  And  on  the  commitment  above 


We  call  it  the  new  face  of  banking.  We  hope  vou  call 


it  long-awaited  common  sense. 
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Dubious  tale  of  murder  in  high  places  rocks  France 


“WHAT  is  at  stake  here  is  the 
fundamental  workings  of  democra¬ 
cy.  the  very  rule  of  law."  Jacques 
Chirac  declared  this  week  in  his 
most  solemn  presidential  tones. 

The  threat  to  French  democracy 
that  had  brought  the  President  to 
such  a  peak  oi  moral  indignation 
ante  in  the  unlikely  form  of  a  short 
and  distinctly  dubious  book  by  a 
pair  of  investigative  journalists 
claiming,  without  proof,  thar  nyo 
former  conservative  Cabinet  minis¬ 
ters  had  ordered  the  IW  murder  of 
a  fellow  member  of  parliament. 

The  charges  could  hardly  be 
more  spectacular,  and  the  ensuing 
scandal  has  rocked  the  French 
Establishment  with  a  astonishing 
tale  of  assassination,  corruption, 
organised  crime,  political  conspira- 


A  new.  book  is  linking  Francois  Leotard,  the 
former  Defence  Minister,  with  the  death  of 
anti-corruption  MP,  Ben  Macintyre  writes 


cy  and  journalistic  ethics,  in  Febru¬ 
ary  1994  Yann  Piat  a  former  MP 
for  the  far-right  National  Front 
who  had  defected  to  the  centre- 
right  Union  for  French  Democracy 
(UDF)  was  shot  dead  in  her  car  on 
a  deserted  road  in  the  Riviera  by 
gunmen  on  a  motorcycle. 

Piat.  an  MP  in  the  Var 'depart¬ 
ment  along  the  Cote  d’Azur,  is 
known  to  have  been  investigating 
allegations  of  mafia  money-laun¬ 
dering  involving  Defence  Ministry 


land  in  the  region.  It  was  widely 
assumed  that  the  44-year-old  anti- 
corruption  campaigner  was  the 
victim  of  a  mafia  "hit",  and  after  a 
long  investigation  two  young  men 
from  Marseilles  were  charged  with 
her  murder.  They  will  be  tried  next 
year,  but  investigators  have  never 
established  who  was  behind  the 
assassination. 

Then  last  week,  journalists  An¬ 
dre  Rougeor  and  Jean-Michel 
Verne,  identified  the  men  allegedly 


behind  the  assassination  by  code- 
names  — Encomet  (The  Squid)  and 
Trortinette  (The  Scooter)  -  but  few 
were  unaware  that  they  referred  to 
two  of  the  most  prominent  politi¬ 
cians  in  France:  Francois  Leotard, 
then  Defence  Minister,  now  head 
of  the  UDF  and  widely  tipped  as  a 
potential  presidential  candidate, 
and  his  political  ally.  Jean-Claude 
Gaudin.  farmer  Urban  Affairs 
Minister,  Mayor  of  Marseilles  and 
powerful  president  of  the  Provence- 
Core  d’Azur  regional  assembly. 

Earlier  this  week,  as  the  political 
gossip-mill  roared  into  overdrive. 
M  Leotard  and  M  Gaudin  came 
forward  to  denounce  the  book, 
demanding  rhat  its  authors  pro¬ 
duce  their  proof  or  face  Libel 
charges.  The  enraged  M  Lfotard 


Desert  flight  festival 
will  go  with  a  bang 


indirectly  blamed  his  bitter  rivals 
and  enemies  within  the  Gaullist . 
RPR  party,  allies  of  the  UDF  in  the 
previous  Government,  or  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Front  for  the  smears. 

Next  March,  M  Lfiotard  is  plan¬ 
ning  to  ran  for  the  presidency  of  the 
southern  region  against,  among 
others.  Jean-Marie  Le  Pen.  the 
National  Front  leader. 

To  some,  the  level  of  outrage . 
seems  out  of  aJl  proportion  to  the 
quality  of  the  allegations  which  are, 
to  say  the  least,  thin. 

The  source  behind  die  allega¬ 
tions  in  The  Yann  Piat  Affair 
Murderers  at  the  Heart  of  Power  is 
identified  only  as  a  “general”.  This 
unnamed  individual,  claiming 
there  had  been  a  second  “team"  on 
the  scene  when  Rat  was  murdered 

_ _ GARY  CASKEY  y 


near  her  home  in  Toulon,  said  he 
had  intercepted  the  assassins  imm¬ 
ediately  after  the  murder  and  had 
been  shown  signed  documents 
ordering  the  killing.  He  said  that 
the  incident  had  been  filmed,  but 
no  such  proof  has  been  produced. 

The  authors  alleged  that  Piat  had 
amassed  evidence,  including  a 
computer  disk  and  photographs, 
linking  the  two  unnnamed  senior 
politicians  with  die  mafia  and  a 
plot  to  launder  cash  by  selling  off 
disused  army  training  grounds  to 
corrupt  developers  near  Frig  us. 
where  M  Ltotard  was  Mayor. 

The  charges,  whether  true  or  not. 
have  refocused  attention  on  a  still- 
unsolved  political  assassination 
and  a  region  of  France  riddled  with 
organised  corruption.  Before  she 


was  murdered.  Piat  had  vigorously 
attacked  local  politicals  for  their 
links  with  the  local  mafia. 

There  is  one  final  disquieting 
dement  that  may  be  linked  m  the 
mystery.  Last  week.  Marsefll« 
police  found  the  body  of  Andre  Iso- 
ardo.  a  member  of  the  Provence 
regional  council,  who  also  defected 
from  the  National  Front  to  the 
UDF.  Isoardo  had  been  shot  nve 
times:  in  the  hand,  the  stomach,  the 
neck  and  finally,  fatally,  m  the 
mouth.  More  surprising  than  the 
death,  or  even  the  victim,  was  The 

coroner’s  verdict?  the  politician,  it 
was  formally  announced,  had  com¬ 
mitted  suicide.  _ 

John  Lloyd,  page  22 
Leading  article,  page  23 


HIGH  over  the  Mojave 
Desert  the  distinctive  crack  of 
an  FIS  fighter  breaking  the 
sound  barrier  heralded  more 
than  a  routine  training  mis¬ 
sion.  At  the  controls,  half  a 
century  after  making  super¬ 
sonic  history  in  a  lethal  rocket 
plane  nicknamed  the  "Flying 
Brick”.  General  Chuck 
Yeager  was  ar  it  again. 

Starting  today,  the  test  pilot 
will  mark  the  50th  anniversa¬ 
ry  of  his  legendary  flight  in 
the  Bell  X-f  research  rocket 
plane  with  a  week  of  deafen¬ 
ing  festivities  at  the  dusty 
Edwards  Air  Force  Base 
where  he  launched  the  era  of 
supersonic  aviation  in  <947. 

General  Yeager,  an  Ameri¬ 
can.  now  retired,  performed 
his  first  punch  through  the 
sound  barrier  with  two  bro¬ 
ken  ribs  earned  chasing  his 
young  wife  over  the  Mojave 
on  horseback  the  previous 
night.  When  he  reenacts  the 
flight  on  Tuesday  in  a  twin- 
engined  FI5E  Strike  Eagle  it 
will  be  with  the  relatively 
minor  handicap  of  a  74-year- 
old’s  reflexes. 

By  chance,  the  anniversary 
of  one  of  the  century's  most 
dramatic  technological  break¬ 
throughs  comes  as  the  British 
Thrust  SSC  team  is  poised  to 
hurtle  past  the  same  mile¬ 
stone  on  land,  an  a  similar 
barren  waste  500  miles  to  the 
north  in  Nevada. 

In  the  five  intervening  de¬ 
cades  supersonic  flight  has 
evolved  to  a  muitibiilion-dol- 
lar  branch  of  the  superpower 
arms  race  —  one  that  the 
United  States  can  be  said  to 
have  won  with  the  SR-71 
Blackbird,  capable  of  travel¬ 
ling  at  over  three  times  the 
speed  of  sound  Thanks  to 
Concorde,  breaking  Mach  I 
has  also  become  a  fact  of  life 


Pilot  who  broke 
sound  barrier 
in  1947  is  to 
fly  again,  writes 

Giles  Whittell 


for  many.  Yet  like  the  Thrust 
team.  General  Yeager  and  a 
tiny  crew  of  technicians  were 
forced  to  shrug  off  doubting 
pundits  and  self-styled  ex¬ 
perts  who  in  General  Yeager's 
case  claimed  the  sound  barri¬ 
er  was  an  unbreakable,  invisi¬ 
ble  “brick  wall  in  the  sky". 

The  first  sign  that  the 
naysayers  were  wrong  was  a 
wobbling  machometer.  "Sud¬ 
denly  the  needle  began  to 
fluctuate;**  General  Yeager 
wrote  in  his  autobiography. 
"It  went  up  to  .965  Mach  — 
then  tipped  right  off  the  scale. 
I  thought  1  was  seeing  things! 
We  were  flying  supersonic! 


‘  y  ."fell 


Yeager,  returning  to 
scene  of  his  triumph 


And  it  was  as  smooth  as  a 
baby's  bottom.  Grandma 
could  be  sitting  up  there 
sipping  lemonade." 

The  24-year-old  was  burn¬ 
ing  several  gallons  of  alcohol 
and  liquid  oxygen  a  second, 
levelling  off  at  42.000ft  having 
been  dropped  from  a  B29 
mother  ship  in  a  stubby 
orange  aircraft  he  likened  to  a 
50-calibre  machine  gun  bul¬ 
let'.  He  had  named  the  X-l 
Glamorous  Glennis  after  his 
wife  for  good  luck. 

Bell's  chief  civilian  test  pilot 
had  stopped  flying  the  X-l  at 
Mach  0-S  because  the  com¬ 
pany  would  not  pay  him  an 
extra  $150,000  (£93.000)  dan¬ 
ger  money.  General  Yeager 
broke  the  sound  barrier  on  his 
Air  Force  wages. 

Lacking  a  degree.  General 
Yeager  was  ineligible  for  the 
space  programme,  but  his 
daim  to  have  attended  a 
“college  of  life  and  death"  is 
typically  sound.  Aged  20,  he 
shot  down  five  German  air¬ 
craft  in  one  day.  The  follow¬ 
ing  year  he  was  shot  down 
over  France  only  to  escape  to 
England  via  a  brutal  winter 
crossing  of  the  Pyrenees  in  the 
course  of  which  he  saved  a 
wounded  comrade's  life  by 
amputating  his  leg.  In  his 
time  at  Edwards,  30  fellow 
test-pilots  died. 

Critics,  including  at  times 
his  wife,  who  died  of  cancer  in 
1990.  have  variously  accused 
him  of  arrogance,  egocen¬ 
trism  and  a  troubling  inabil¬ 
ity  to  show  emotion.  He 
should  answer  at  least  one  of 
these  complaints  on  Tuesday 
when,  in  front  of  500,000 
spectators,  he  will  fly  a  twin- 
engined  F15E  to  30,000ft, 
“take  it  to  about  Mach  2.1  and 
lay  down  a  pretty  good  sonic 
boom". 


WORLD  IN  BRIEF 


A  duststorra  sweeps  through 
the  Thrust  SSC  compound  in 
the  Black  Rode  Desert  in 
Nevada  as  the  team  waits  for 
a  break  in  the  weather  to 
attempt  its  goal  of  breaking 
the  sound  barrier  on  land. 
Five  weeks  spent  fine-tuning 


Dust  cloud 
over  Thrust 

the  twin-jet  car  has  taken  it  to 
an  unofficial  top  speed  of 
750mpb  and  left  it  "very 
stable,  very  fast,  with  bags  of 


mmm 


power  left",  said  Richard 
Noble,  the  team’s  leader 
(Giles  Whittell  writes).  But  a 
vast  AJaskan  low-pressure 
system  moved  in  just  as 
problems  with  the  car’s 
breaking  and  on-board  com¬ 
puter  systems  were  solved. 


Court  allows  ailing  Papon  to  stay  out  of  jail  for  years 


From  Ben  Macintvre 
IN  PARIS 

A  BORDEAUX  court  yesterday 
ordered  that  the  alleged  Nazi  collabo¬ 
rator.  Maurice  Papon,  be  released 
from  prison  during  his  trial,  prompt¬ 
ing  furious  accusations  rhat  the 
retired  bureaucrat,  charged  with 
sending  hundreds  of  Jews  to  their 
deaths  in  the  Second  World  War,  will 
be  allowed  to  die  without  seeing  the 
inside  of  a  jail  cell  ever  again.  M 


Papon.  S7,  will  remain  free  even  if 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  life  im¬ 
prisonment  in  the  current  trial,  until 
all  legdl  appeals  have  been  heard. 

That  process  could  take  years  and. 
because  the  former  official  of  the 
collaborationist  Vichy  regime  has 
acute  heart  disease,  he  would  almost 
certainly  die  before  rhe  final  appeals 
court  verdict,  the  families  of  his 
alleged  victims  said.  Court-appointed 
doctors  had  recommended  that  the 
accused  be  detained  in  a  secure 


hospital,  but  the  court  went  further, 
ruling  he  should  be  set  at  liberty 
given  his  "great  age.  rhe  length  of  the 
trial  and  his  state  of  health". 

Arno  Kiarsfeld,  a  lawyer  represent¬ 
ing  civil  plaintifs  in  the  case, 
described  the  ruling  as  "scandalous". 
The  president  of  the  court  “has 
shown  where  his  sympathies  tie  . . . 
this  trial  no  longer  makes  sense, 
since  the  accused  is  under  no  risk  of 
prison",  M  Klarsfeld  said.  Michel 
Slitinsky.  whose  father  perished  at 


Auschwitz,  denounced  the  “strategy" 
of  the  defence  to  prevent  his  impris¬ 
onment  "They  say  this  is  a  very  old 
man.  In  the  deportation  convoys, 
there  were  very  young  children."  M 
Slitinsky  said. 

On  Thursday,  his  third  night  at 
Gradignan  jail  outside  Bordeaux.  M 
Papon  complained  of  heart  pains  and 
was  taken  to  a  hospital  intensive  care 
unit  where  his  lawyers  described  his 
symptoms  as  "stress  bordering  on  a 
heart  attack". 


“During  the  night  the  legal  action 
against  my  client  was  very  nearly 
brought  to  a  definitive  end."  Jean- 
Marc  Varaut  said  yesterday,  adding 
that  "M  Papon  was  delighted  and 
surprised"  by  .the  court's  decision. 

Even  if  he  is  convicted  and  if,  as 
expected,  his  own  death  then  inter¬ 
venes  before  his  legal  appeals  are 
exhausted.  M  Papon  will  have  spent 
three  days  in  prison:  roughly  2b 
minutes  for  each  of  his  alleged 
victims. 
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Travelodge  offers  you  top  quality  accomodation  and 
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Blasts  in  Delhi  on 
eve  of  royal  visit 

Delhi:  At  least  12  people  were  injured  in  three  separate 
explosions,  believed  to  have  been  caused  by  bombs,  in  the  Indian 
capital  yesterday,  two  days  before  the  start  of  a  state  visit  by  the 
Queen.  _r 

Two  of  the  explosions  were  on  buses  in  the  north  and  eastoi 
the  city  and  a  third  near  a  railway  track  in  the  old  district  The 
suspected  bombs  went  off  on  the  eve  of  the  Hindu  festival  of 
Dussehra.  Delhi  has  witnessed  similar  explosions  at  this  time  in 
the  last  two  years.  A  police  spokesman  said  12  people  had  been 
•  injured,  although  the  United  News  of  India  gave  the  figure  as  16. 
with  four  people  seriously  hurt.  UNI  quoted  Sahib  Singh  Verm  a. 
Delhi’s  Chief  Minister,  as  saying  that  the  timing  of  the  blasts 
pointed  “the  finger  of  suspicion  towards  foreign  elements".  He 
did  not  elaborate.  (Reuters) 

Police  beat  anti-Moi  MPs 

Nairobi  Kenyan  police  beat  up  and  arrested  several  members 
of  parliament  while  dispersing  a  rally  called  to  snub  celebrations 
marking  President  Men's  19-year  hold  on  power.  Witnesses  said 
that  the  MPS  —  Paul  Muite.  OIoo  Ogeka,  Heruy  Ruhiu  and 
Benjamin  Ndumbai  —  were  beaten  before  being  detained  along 
with  a  dozen  aides.  Mr  Muite,  who  is  also  a  human  rights 
activist,  was  "in  a  bad  shape"  in  hospital  last  night  Other  MPS 
managed  to  evade  arrest  Police  units  later  stormed  a  shanty 
dwelling  near  Kamukunji.  on  the  outskirts  of  the  capital,  in 
pursuit  of  stone-throwing  youths  who  were  angered  by  rhe 
disruption  of  the  reform  rally.  /Reuters) 

Tokyo  to  curb  paedophiles 

Tokyo:  The  Japanese  capital  is  to  lose  its  notoriety  as  a  paradise 
for  paedophiles,  thanks  to  a  new  law  that  makes  paid  sex  with 
children  a  criminal  offence  (Robert  Whymant  writes).  When  the 
law  comes  into  force  on  December  16,  people  who  pay  for  sex 
with  anyone  under  IS  will  be  liable  to  up  to  a  year's  jail  term  and 
a  £2.600  fine.  Under  existing  rales,  sexual  contact  with  children 
under  13  is  illegal  but  relations  with  teenagers  aged  13  or  over  are 
allowed  unless  coercion  is  involved.  Members  of  civic  groups 
handed  out  leaflets  advising  people  of  the  change. 

Prodi  cool  on  support  offer 

Rome:  Fausto  Bertinotth  the  leader  of 
Italy’s  hardline  •  '.Communist 
Refoundation,  who  on  Thursday  top¬ 
pled  the  centre-left  Government  of 
Romano  Prodi.  right,  yesterday  pro¬ 
posed  supporting  the  same  coalition 
with  a  specific  programme  for  one 
year.  But  Signor  Prodi,  in  Strasbourg 
for  a  Council  of  Europe  summit, 
reacted  coolly  to  the  offer,  saying  that 
he  was  not  prepared  to  discuss  any 
proposals  still  based  on  opposition  to 
his  draft  budget  (Reuters) 

Mexican  hurricane  toll  rises 

Miami:  Rescue  crews  searched  through  piles  of  mud  and 
collapsed  buildings  yesterday  for  scores  of  people  still  missing 
after  Hurricane  Pauline  swept  through  Mexico’s  tourist  resort  of 
Acapulco,  leaving  at  least  123  dead  and  thousands  homeless 
(David  Adams  writes).  President  Zedillo  cut  short  a  state  visit  to 
Germany  and  was  expected  to  return  home  to  take  charge  of  the 
rescue  efforts.  Officials  fear  thar  the  death  toll  will  perhaps 
double  The  115mph  storm  left  thenorm ally  sunny  port  city  knee- 
deep  in  muddy,  water  and  strewn  with  uprooted  trees.  ' 

Move  to  disarm  child  soldiers 

Freetown:  The  head  of  Sierra  Leone’s 
junta.  Major  Johnny  Paul  Koroma.  left 
has  ordered  the  immediate  disarma¬ 
ment  of  all  5,000  child  soldiers  in-  the 
West  African  country,  state  radio  said.  - 
The  national  army  claimed  to  have 
demobilised  about  1,500  of  its  children, 
bin  observers  say  half  that  number  are 
still  in  combat  situations.  The  Kamajor 
militia,  fighting  '  for  the  return  of 
civilian  President  Ahmad  Tejan 
Kabbah  who  was  ousted  in  May.  has 
about  1,000  children  in  its  ranks.  (AFP)  . 

US  death  rate  hits  record  low  : 
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Hussein  orders 
Mossad  team 

to  quit  Jordan 

1  r 

From  Christopher  Walker  in  Jerusalem 


KJNG  HUSSEIN  has  ordered 
rhe  expulsion  of  the  entire 
intelligence  mission  from  the 
Israeli  Embassy  in  Amman 
and  demanded  that  Israel 
dismiss  Danny  Yatom.  the 
,  chief  Mossad  spymaster.  ac¬ 
cording  to  Israeli  media  re¬ 
ports  quoting  top  Jordanian 
officials. 

The  disclosures  in  the  two 


f  it  \  \  .  The  disclosures  in  the  two 
Mj  I  IlN  '  biggest-selling  Tel  Aviv 
V  j :  papers  and  on  army  radio 


;  .  4  came  as  Israel  was  "put  on 

?  i  f  f  I  11  •* !  ■  maximum  security  alert  for 

*  *  Lfi  Vi  r.  Yom  Kippur,  the  holiest  day  of 
'  the  Jewish  year,  after  new 
‘  intelligence  warnings  that  Ha¬ 
mas  will  try  to  exact  a  bloody 
revenge  for  the  bungled 
Mossad  attempt  to  assassinate 
its  political  head,  Khaled 
Meshaal.  in  Jordan  on  Sep¬ 
tember  25. 

Israel  grinds  to  a  25-hour 
halt  for  the  Day  of  Atonement 
when  observant  Jews  pray 
and  fast  and  the  only  vehicles 
on  the  roads  are  ambulances. 
Special  guards  have  been 
placed  round  synagogues  and 
all  public  areas.  Few  Israelis 
can  forget  that  it  was  on  Yom 
:  (  Kippur  in  1973  that  Arab. 

‘  states  launched  a  surprise  war 

designed  to  catch  them  off 
guard. 

The  King’s  action  is  regard¬ 
ed  as  highly  damaging  to 
Israel's  security  interests,  as 
\mman  has  been  used  as  the 


Congolese 
militiamen 
take  airport 

\insbasa:  Militia  fighters  in 
Zongo  who  seized  Brazzaville 
lirport  yesterday  moved  on  to 
•rtack  President  Lissouba’s 
iverside  palace,,  diplomats 
nd  relief  workers  said. 
There  is  small-arms  fire 
round  the  palace  now.  We 
annot  confirm  that  it  is  the 
’■obra  (militia]  fighting,  but 
„  ...  hat  seems  probable,”  said  one 
ipiomat  in  Kinshasa  in  touch 
t  -yith  Brazzaville. 

'  A  Congolese  government, 
lilitary  source  said  Gobra 
vulitia.  who  support  the  for- 
|  ter  military  ruler,  Denis 
-  ^  assou  Nguesso,  had  taken 
*  le  treasury  building.  Smoke 
ase  from  the  government- 
eld  south  of  the  city  and. 
reas  in  the  north  held  by  the 
Militia. 

President  Lissouba  had  ear- 
j  er  admitted  losing  control  of 
|  trazzaville’s  international  air- 
on.  He  was  in  Kinshasa, 
apital  of  the  neighbouring 
Jemocratic  Republic  of  the 
onga  during  yesterday’s 
ghting.  (Reuters) 


main  Mossad  base  for  gather¬ 
ing  information  on  Syria  and 
Iraq.,  Until  the  botched  at¬ 
tempt  to  poison  Mr  Meshaal 
outside  his  Amman  office,  co¬ 
operation  between  Mossad 
and  its  Jordanian  equivalent 
against  radical  Palestinian  el¬ 
ements  had  been  good  since 
peace  was  signed  in  1994. 

News  of  die  latest  spin-off 
from  the  biggest  operational 
and  planning  disaster  in 
M os  sad’s  history  came  as 
Israel  confirmed  that  the  Is¬ 
raeli  Embassy  in  Amman  had 
been  attacked  with  two  petrol 

Levy  apologises 
over  passports 

Ottawa:  Pari  lament  cheered 
yesterday  when  Lloyd  •  Ax- 
worthy,  the  Foreign  Minister, 
announced  that  he  had  jntf 
received  a  foil  apology  from 
David  Levy,  the  Israeli  For¬ 
eign  Minister  (Richard  Cler- 
oux  writes).  -Mr  Axworthy 
said  Mr  Levy  had  promised 
“that  the  use  of  forged  Cana¬ 
dian  passports  by  Israel 
would  never  happen  again”. 
The  apology  dears  the  way 
for  Canadian  Ambassador 
David  Berger  to  return  to 
Israel  He  left  after  Mossad 
used  forged  Canadian  pass¬ 
ports  in  Jordan.  ‘ 


Zimbabwe  farmers 
flee  rioting  strikers 

From  Jan  Raath  in  trelawney,  Zimbabwe 


WHITE  farming  families 
have  had  to  be  evacuated  from 
one  of  Zimbabwe’s  most  pros¬ 
perous  tobacco-growing  areas 
after  hundreds  of  striking 
farmworkers  ransacked 
homesteads  and  wrecked 
farm  machinery.  • 

A  score  of  pickup  trucks, 
driven  by  young  white  farm¬ 
ers  and  laden  with  armed  riot 
police  sped  through  the  flat 
tobacco  lands  of  Trelawney, 
about  50  miles  northwest  of 
Harare  on  Thursday,  while 
air  force  helicopters  thumped 
overhead,  in  a  disturbing  re¬ 
minder  of  tile  Rhodesian  war 
when  white  farmers  fought 
black  nationalist  guerillas. 

By  yesterday  morning, 
about  200  demonstrators  had 
been  arrested  after  a  security 
operation  that  appeared  to 
have  been  organised  by  farm¬ 
ers  and  the  disturbance  sub¬ 
sided.  No  injuries  were 
reported  among  the  144  farm¬ 
ing  families,  bur  several  work¬ 
ers  were  said  to  have  been  as¬ 


saulted  by  agitators  and  police 
officers.  The  violence  erupted 
on  Wednesday  as  the  first 
strike  by  the  country's  farm 
labour  force  went  into  its 
second  week.  Workers  are 
demanding  a  135  per  cent  in¬ 
crease  to  their  basic  monthly 
wage  of  Zim$359  (£18). 

“We  are  on  top  of  it  now,  but 
it  is  very  tense  still,"  Warwick 
Evans,  chairman  of  the  Tre- 
lawney-Darwendale  farmers’ 
association  said.  “We  have  not 
lived  in  fear  here  before,  but 
we  are  living  in  fear  now. 
There  is  a  lot  of  uncertainty." 

He  said  that  about  30  fam¬ 
ilies  were  evacuated  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  after  mobs  of  up  to  300 
men  moved  from  farm  to 
farm,  forcing  workers  to  join 
them.  They  surrounded  home¬ 
steads,  chanting  anti-while 
abuse  and  threatening  to  kUJ 
the  occupants.  They  smashed 
vehicles  and  equipment, 
pulled  up  crops,  spilled  chemi¬ 
cals  and  fuel  and  tore  down 
fencing. 


■-•.V  !■  Sr: 


A  Meaningful 
Decision. 


;7S”; 

*- 


Velvet  reds.  Golden  whites. 

Discover  the  true  meaning  of  Santa  Carolina  from  Chile. 

Wines  With  Meaning 


'  Ad  . 


FAYEZ  NUHELDINE  i  FFA 


sm 


bombs  on  Thursday  night. 
Officials  denied  a  German 
news  agency  report  that  there 
had  later  been  shooting 
around  the  heavily  guarded 
compound. 

Mr  Meshaal  had  said  short¬ 
ly  before  the  attempt  to  bum 
down  tixe  embassy  that  the 
military  wing  of  Hamas 
would  “know  their  duty”  after 
the  anempt  to  kill  him  which 
wa$  averted  only  after  Israel 
sent  an  antidote  against  its 
own  poison.  Last  month  Is¬ 
lamic  mflitams  wounded  two 
Israeli  security  guards  in  Am¬ 
man  as  part  of  their  campaign 
against  the  normalisation  of 
Israeli-Jordanian  ties. 

Binyamin  Netanyahu,  the 
Israeli  Prime  Minister,  had 
released  Sheikh  Ahmed 
Yassin,  the  Hamas  founder, 
and  other  Jordanian  and  Pal¬ 
estinian  prisoners  in  an  effort 
to  mollify  Jordan  and  to  secure 
the  release  of  the  two  Israeli 
agents  involved  in  the  murder 
mission. 

The  head  of  the  Mossad 
mission  in  Amman  and  his 
agents  have  returned  home 
“on  the  express  orders  of  King 
Hussein”,  even  though  Israel 
claims  they  were  not  involved 
in  the  attempt  to  kill  Mr 
Meshaal,  Israeli  army  radio 
said. 

Israeli  security  experts  said 
that  tbe  denials  of  knowledge 
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Sheikh  Ahmed  Yassin,  the  Hamas  leader  who  spent  eight  years  in  Israeli  jails,  prays  in  his  wheelchair  in  Gaza  City  yesterday 


rang  hollow  as  four  members 
of  the  Mossad  hit  team,  in¬ 
cluding  one  woman,  sought 
refuge  in  the  embassy  for  48 
hours  after  the  mission^  fail¬ 
ure.  “Until  now  the  King  has 
refused  to  forgive.  At  this  stage 
he  has  announced  there  wilt 
be  no  more  collaboration  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries  in  the 


Gates  at  a  Moscow  news 
.  conference  yesterday 

Microsoft 

maestro 

targets 

Russian 

missiles 

From  Richard  Beeston 

IN  MOSCOW 

BILL  GATES,  the  Microsoft 
billionaire,  yesterday 
described  plans  to  take  his 
information  revolution  into 
space,  using  Russian  ballistic 
missiles  once  targeted  at 
American  cities. 

On  a  two-day  visit  to  Mos¬ 
cow  to  promote  his  computer 
software  company  Mr  Gates 
revealed  details  of  a  scheme  to 
use  converted  SS20  missiles  to 
establish  a  global  network  of 
more  than  300  satellites  in  low 
orbit  around  the  world. 

The  satellite  network  would 
enable  anyone  living  in  even 
the  most  remote  regions  on 
tbe  globe  to  access  the 
Internet  and  would  revolu¬ 
tionise  communications  tech¬ 
nology.  particularly  in  the 
Third  World. 

To  make  the  system  work 
all  the  satellites  must  be 
placed  in  orbit  within  18 
months  and  Teledesic.  the 
Gates  company  spearheading 
the  operation,  would  need  to 
use  American,  European  and 
Russian  rockets.  Under  the 
terms  of  the  Start  accord 
Russia  must  dispose  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  missiles  by  2003. 

"Teledesic  needs  a  lot  of 
laimch  capability,"  said  Mr 
Gates,  who  described  the  plan 
as  at  an  early  stage.  “There  is 
a‘  possibility  of  taking  weap¬ 
ons  that  have  to  be  decommis¬ 
sioned  and  using  them  as 
launch  vehicles." 

Space  experts  said  that 
while  the  system  would  be  far 
cheaper  than  using  conven¬ 
tional  rockets  like  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Space  Agency's  Arianne 
system,  the  missile  conversion 
project  had  so  far  recorded 
mixed  results. 

“The  problem  is  that  these 
missiles  were  designed  to 
cany  nuclear  warheads,"  said 
one  industry  expert  "The  G- 
foree  and  vibrations  are  very 
strong  and  can  damage  a 
telecommunications  satellite  " 
Mr  Gates  said  Russia  had  a 
bright  future  in  the  field  of  , 
information  technology  but 
said  piracy  of  software  sys-  ! 
terns  was  slowing  progress.  j 


defence  sphere  in  all  its  vari¬ 
ous  forms  and  instructed  his 
officials  to  send  back  to  Israel 
everyone  who  is  involved  or 
suspected  of  being  involved  in 
Mossad  work."  wrote  Smadar 
Peny.  Israel’s  senior  Arab 
affairs  correspondent,  in 
Yediot  Aharonot. 

Ms  Perry  added:  “The  Jor¬ 


danians  also  transmitted  a 
message  to  Israel  that  as  long 
as  people  who  were  involved 
in  the  operation  |  to  assassinate 
Meshaal]  still  serve  in 
Mossad.  there  will  be  no  co¬ 
operation  whatsoever.” 

As  part  of  a  detailed  investi¬ 
gation  of  the  botched  opera¬ 
tion.  the  paper  quoted  one 


senior  Jordanian  official  as 
explaining  the  anger  of  King 
Hussein,  who  had  entertained 
Israelis  in  his  palace  only  days 
before  the  murder  bid.  ’ 
“Imagine  the  situation  in 
which  the  host  in  a  bedouin 
society'  opens  his  house  to  a 
stranger  according  to  the  best 
Tradition  of  hosptality.  but 


when  the  host  turns  his  bad: 
for  .a  minure  he  discovers  to 
his  astonishment  that  the 
guest  took  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  rape  his  wife." 
the  dose  aide  to  the  monarch 
said.  “How  would  Israel  react 
if  our  intelligence  agents 
would  have  done  something 
like  that  in  Israel?” 


Democrats  reveal  Reagan  fund  tape 


From  Tom  Rhodes 

IN  WASHINGTON 

JANET  RENO,  the  American  Atiomey- 
General,  declaring  that  she  was  “mad” 
about  the  belated  White  House  release  of 
controversial  videotapes.  yesterday 
emerged  among  the  ranks  of  President 
Clinton's  critics. 

Republicans  were  delighted  at  Ms 
Reno’s  comments,  which  marked  an 
extraordinary  public  assault  by  the 
Justice  Department  on  the  White  House. 

Although  she  continues  to  maintain 
that  coffee  mornings  shown  on  44  tapes 
released  last  weekend  do  not  break 
federal  election  law,  Ms  Reno  said  the 
delay  had  frustrated  and  angered  her  as 
well  as  placing  strain  on  her  relationship 


with  the  White  House.  She  has  launched 
an  inquiry  into  why  she  was  given  the 
tapes  months  after  all  fundraising  docu¬ 
ments  hud  been  requested  by  the  Justice 
Department  and  Congress.  Ms  Reno  was 
particularly  annoyed  that  they  had  ap¬ 
peared  after  her  own  decision  not  to 
appoint  an  independent  counsel  to  inves¬ 
tigate  alleged  irregular  fundraising  by 
Mr  Clinton  last  year.  The  White  House 
said  it  had  found  the  footage  several  days 
earlier. 

"I  was  mad.”  Ms  Reno  said.  “When  you 
have  a  situation  where  the  White  House 
has  recognised  responsibility  to  produce 
the  documents,  it  is  very,  very’  frustrating 
to  have  them  produced  in  such  a  delayed 
fashion.  And  I  also  thought  that  we 
should  have  been  told  immediately,  as 


soon  as  they  were  found."  Democrats, 
meanwhile,  yesterday  unearthed  a  ten- 
year-old  video  of  President  Reagan  ap¬ 
pealing  to  Republican  donors  at  the  White 
House,  hoping  this  would  counter  re¬ 
newed  criticism  of  their  actions  last  year. 

The  tape,  leaked  to  ABC  News"  and 
CNN  by  Democratic  sources,  showed  Mr 
Reagan  meeting  dozens  of  contributors  in 
the  East  Room.  During  die  19S7  reception 
held  for  the  Republican  Eagles,  the 
donors  who  had  each  given  $10,000  to  the 
party  that  year,  Mr  Reagan  pledged  tu 
"campaign  hard”  for  the  Republican 
nominee-" and  talked  about  the  importance 
of  winning  the  19SS  presidential  election. 
“And  let  me  ask  you  now.  and  I  know  this 
is  silly,  bur  can  1  count  on  you  to  help?"  he 
asks. 
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The  sheer  beauty  of  a  hardwood  floor  is  now  on  affordable 
and  practical  choice  for  almost  any  home.  Suilable  for 
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NO  FUSS  -  a  choice  of  hardwoods  and  broad  range  of 
designs  ensure  that  the  perfect  match  is  always  found  - 
whatever  the  style  of  your  home  or  furniture. 

NO  MESS  -  all  floors  have  been  pre-finished  for  trouble  Free 
installation.-  and  are  lacquered  and  sealed  for  a  virtually  maintenance- 
free  experience. 

NO  WAITING  -  installed  by  our  own  skilled  craftsmen  anywhere  in  foe 
U.K.  within  a  matter  of  2  or  3  weeks  from  foe  time  you  place  your  order. 

NO  WORRY-  as  professional  installers  we  have  filled  thousands  of 
floors  in  commercial  and  domestic  situations  all  covered  by  our  5  year 
guarantee. 
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MAKING  SAFE  TOE  BASIUC*SCRufe|K 
TYMPANUM,  AND  THE  ARTWORK  STILLAT — __ 

_ I  I  SLOWER  C*fllRCH= 
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©CHAPH.  OF  ST  JOHN  THE  BAPTIST: 
Lower  Church 


Metro  Lorenzcrttf: 

Madonna  and  Child 
Epieodas  from  the  life  ol  Cbnst 
and  St  Franco  ■ _ 


■nwHan^rTgofM135 
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Ttw  Kiss  of  Judas 
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The  Sunset  MacJona 

By  niltaw*"  painters: 
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©UPPER  church: 
Ctawboo:  scenes  I 


The  cagf:  will  rest  on  the 
lodge  and  roof  and  then  tc 
bolted  to  the  tympanum  to 
secure  the  structure 


Cbnabne:  scenes  from  the 

Apocalypse 

OucttWon 

also  U5  carved  cfw"  statSs 
beta*  Qmabue  frescoes 
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Crane  will  lift 
prefabricated  steel 
support  cage  into 
position 


/T\  ALSO  AT  RISK: 

I W  the  ctotstef  of  Pc 


the  cloister  of  Pope  Sixtus  IV 
(Outside. Basilica  but  beneath 


Madonna  and  Child  with  St  Francis  and  St  John  the  Evangelist,  the  most  admired  of  the  Lorenzetti  masterpieces,  which  engineers  are  desperate  to  protect 


Ftaacoao  by  Dono  Donfc 
Scenes  from  the  life  of  St  Rancis 


\ 


Assisi  battles  to  save  the  frescoes 


STEFAN  WLLER/AKG 


Richard  Owen  in  Assisi  reports  on  efforts 
by  engineers,  working  under  crumbling 
masonry,  to  win  a  vital  race  against  time 


i  IRBANO  MFnita  /  ap 


Firemen  check  the  Madonna  atop  the  church  for  safety 


ITALIAN  engineers  yesterday 
started  mounting  an  “extremely 
delicate  and  dangerous”  operation 
to  shore  up  the  Basilica  of  St 
Francis  by  using  giant  cranes.  They 
said  that  “one  false  move”  would 
bring  tonnes  of  masonry  crashing 
down  into  the  church  “with  the 
force  of  a  bomb”  destroying  price¬ 
less  frescoes  by  Cimabue  and 
Lorenzetti.  a  15th-century  cloister 
and  the  irreplaceable  basilica 
library. 

Fears  centre  on  the  tympanum,  a 
huge,  recessed  triangular  pediment 
120ft  up  on  the  side  of  the  basilica, 
above  the  left  transept.  It  was 
damaged  in  the  double  earthquake 
two  weeks  ago.  which  brought 
down  part  of  the  vaulted  ceiling 
inside  the  Upper  Church,  killing 
four  people. 

More  of  the  tympanum,  which 
weighs  70  tonnes,  crumbled  when 
another  earthquake  rocked  Assisi 
last  Monday.  The  stones  have 
given  way  round  the  triple  window 
at  the  centre  of  the  pediment 
leaving  a  hole  through  which  the 
sky  is  visible. 

“If  it  falls,  either  because  there  is 
another  quake  or  because  we  get 
the  rescue  operation  wrong,  the 
damage  will  be  irreparable.'’  said 
Giorgio  Crori,  the  engineer  in 
charge,  as  we  watched  the  huge 


cranes  manoeuvring  into  place. 
"The  tympanum  will  smash 
through  the  roof.  We  are  living  a 
nightmare:  to  save  our  heritage,  we 
are  putting  human  life  at  risk.  We 
have  agonised  all  week  about  what 
to  do.” 

Antonio  Paolucci.  the  former 
Minister  of  Culture  who  is  oversee¬ 
ing  the  restoration  at  Assisi,  looks  a 
worried  man..  “This  is  a  race 
against  time  and  the  next  tremor.” 
he  said.  “The  Basilica  of  St  Francis 
is  not  only  one  of  the  most  precious 
Christian  buildings  in  the  world, 
and  a  symbol  of  peace,  it  contains 
some  of  the  most  important  paint¬ 
ings  in  the  history  of  art" 

The  basilica  has  been  shored  up 
with  scaffolding  over  the  past  iwo 
weeks,  while  restorers  finish  sifting 
through  the  rubble  for  pieces  of 
fresco  behind  a  high  wooden  wall, 
set  up  to  keep  out  sightseers  and 
potential  thieves. 

Bur  surveyors  are  still  not  sure 
how  unstable  the  great  13th-centu¬ 
ry  building  is.  Professor  Crori  said 
he  would  have  preferred  to  disman¬ 
tle  the  crumbling  tympanum,  but 
this  had  been  ruled  out  as  too  risky. 
Instead  a  60-tonne  crane  with  a  60- 
yard-long  telescopic  arm  will  lift  a 
prefabricated  steel-mesh  cage  over 
the  tympanum,  where  it  will  rest  on 
a  narrow  stone  shelf  and  be 


*  Mimm 
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The  Crucifixion,  another  of  the  Lorenzetti  artworks  at  risk 


secured  by  steel  bands.  Engineers 
said  the  priority  was  to  hold  the 
pediment  in  plaoe.  with  a  derision 
to  be  taken  later  on  whether  and 
how  to  rebuild  iL  “We  have  to  do 
something,  it’s  hanging  by  a 
thread."  Professor  Crori  said. 

In  the  Upper  Church,  where  the 
floor  has  been  covered  in  hundreds 
of  old  mattresses  as  a  precaution, 
the  collapse  would  bring  down  key 
frescoes  by  Cimabue.  including 
Scenes  from  the  Apocalypse,  and 
his  magnificent  Crucifixion,  in 
which  the  painter  shows  St  Francis 
kneeling  ar  the  foot  oF  the  Cross. 
Both  are  blackened  and  faded,  but 
are  considered  crucial  to  the  birth 
of  Western  art. 


In  the  Lower  Church,  the  left 
transept  was  mainly  decorated  by 
Lorenzetti,  who  painted  the  fres¬ 
coes  when  he  was  30  and  at  the 
heighr  of  his  powers.' They  depict 
Judas  hanging  himself  after  be¬ 
traying  Jesus;  Jesus  washing  the 
feet  of  his  disciples;  a  Crucifixion 
full  of  human  crowd  detail,  with 
the  two  thieves  placed  on  either 
side  of  Jesus  for  the  first  time  in 
Western  art  77ie  Entry  of  Christ 
into  Jerusalem,  with  Jerusalem 
shown  as  a  Sienese  city  of  crenellat¬ 
ed  towers  in  clear,  sharp  colours; 
the  Kiss  of  Judas,  with  the  first 
depiction  in  Italian  painting  of  a 
starry  night  sky.  and  a  Deposition. 

The  most  admired  of  die 


Lorenzetti  masterpieces  is  his  Ma¬ 
donna  and  Child  with  St  Francis 
and  St  John  the  Evangelist,  more 
affectionately  known  as  the  Sunset 
Madonna  because  of  the  breathtak¬ 
ing  impression  made  when  the 
setting  sun  strikes  the  gold  of  the 
fresco.  The  Virgin  Mary  and  the 
Infant  Jesus  appear  to  be  deep  in„ 
conversation,  while  the  VirgfrA. 
points  to  .St  Francis:  die  interpreta™ 
tion  in  Assisi  is  that  Jesus  is  asking 
his  mother  who  loved  him  more,  St 
FVanris  or  the  Beloved  Disdple. 

Also  at  risk  are  the  chapel  of  St 
John  the  Baptist  built  by  the  Orsini 
family,  which  contains  another 
Madonna  and  Child  by  Loren- 
zetti,  and  the  cloister  of  Sixtus  IV — 
the  Fransdscan  Rape  —  reached  by 
a  stone  staircase  near  the  Lorenzetti 
frescoes  in  the  Lower  Church.  Built 
between  1474  and  1476.  the  doister 
consists  of  two  delicately  arched 
loggias  round  a  courtyard  with  a 
rainwater  astern  in  the  middle. 
The  walls  bear  16th-century  fres¬ 
coes  by  Dono  Doni,  and  ground- 
floor  rooms  house  the  library,  with 
80.000  volumes  and  thousands  of 
rare  manuscripts  on  theology, 
music  and  art  history. 

□  77ie  Order  of  Friars  Minor 
Conventual,  the  branch  of  the 
Franciscans  which  cares  for  the  £ 
tomb  of  St  Francis  and  the  Basilica  ▼ 
in  Assisi .  has  opened  a  bank 
account for  those  who  wish  to  help. 
The  bank  is  the  Cassa  di 
Risparmio  di  Perugia.  The  account 
is  titled  “ Basilica  di  Sah  Francesco 
in  Assisi ",  account  number. 
26000/03  (code:  ABI-6235- 
CAB03001) 
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Private 


finger  on 
the  usual 


suspects 


Residents  feel  safer,  but  police  are 
sceptical,  says  Simon  de  Bruxelles 


If  you  are  young,  male, 
wear  a  baseball  cap. 
drive  an  old  banger  or 
simply  walk  down  the 
.  Wrong  street  in  one  of  Bristol's 
more  affluent  suburbs,  you 
might  as  well  consider  putting 
on  a  striped  jumper  bearing 
the  word  burglar. 

If  you  are  lucky,  you  might 
haw  your  car  number  taken. 
At  worst,  you  will  be  confront¬ 
ed  by  a  burly  ex-serviceman 
demanding  to  know  your  busi¬ 
ness.  For  five  years,  patrols  by 
a  private  security  company 
called  SAS  (Security  And  Sys¬ 
tems  —  not  of  course,  to  be 
confused  with  any  other  org¬ 
anisation)  have  been  policing 
the  streets  of  Stoke  Bishop. 
Coombe  Dingle  and  Sneyd 
Park. 

Britain's  first  and  longest- 
running  private  police  force  is 
constantly  vigilant  for  the 


Ram-raiding  front  doors  with 
stolen  cars  to  steal  the  tele¬ 
vision  or  video  was  a  local 
speciality.  Life  isn’t  like  that 
any  more,  says  Phil.  The 
highlight  of  his  week  was  the 
theft  of  an  ornamental  bird 
bath.  He  is  optimistic  that  he 
has  the  number  of  the  culprits’ 
van. 

The  SAS  patrols  were 
started  by  Andrew  Burke  after 
his  car  was  broken  into  twice 
and  his  mother's  home  was 
burgled.  Mr  Burke,  44,  was 
already  running  a  security 
company  employing  ex-ser¬ 
vicemen  when  he  decided  to 
take  action.  He  said:  “We  went 
out  on  patrol  one  night  and 
caught  two  little  bastards 
breaking  into  a  car.  We  took 
them  to  one  side  and  read  their 
futures  for  them." 

Word  got  back  to  the  resi¬ 
dents’  association,  which  was 


Annie  Williams,  a  neighbourhood  watch  coordinator,  said:  “We  had  felt  like  we  were  under  siege.  Now  I  can  call  the  patrol  with  petty  things  the  police  don’t  have  time  for" 


young  men  they  call  "toe-rags,  fed  up  with  the  increase  in 


s  crates  and  scumbags"  on  the 
prowl  for  anything  they  can 
carry  off. 

The  patrols  are  fighting  a 
battle  not  just  against  the 
criminals  but  against  the  scep¬ 
ticism  of  many  police.  Senior 
officers  believe  the  company’s 
existence  exacerbates  fear  of 
crime,  on  which  its 
profits  depend.  But 
as  the  ability  of  the 
police  to  curb  petty 
crime  comes  under 
challenge,  resi¬ 
dents  of  Bristol’s 
greener  outposts 
believe  they  have  a 
solution.  Going 
private  is  a  route 
other  communities 
are  watching  close¬ 
ly.  Last  month, 
council  tenants  in 
Bradford  voted  for 
a  50p  levy  on  their 
rent  for  their  own  community 
squad.  Bristol  police  will  not 
discuss  whether  crime  rates 
have  fallen,  but  SAS  and 
residents  insist  the  effect  has 
been  dramatic.  Wien  Phil  an 
ex-Royal  Marine  who  saw 
service  in  Northern  Ireland, 
arrived  in  Sneyd  Park,  it  was  a 
battleground.  On  one  side, 
there  were  the  law-abiding 
citizens’  large  houses.  On  the 
other,  he  saw  the  "social 
bacteria"  who  preyed  on  them. 


crime.  The  street  patrols  were 
borre  At  first  only  160  house¬ 
holds  signed  up.  Today  there 
are  more  than  1.200  paying 
£135  a  week  for  24-hour 
patrols  by  Mr  Burke’s  full¬ 
time  team  of  12.  The  men  wear 
informal  uniforms  of  shirt,  tie 
and  blue  blouson  jacket  Their 


Andrew  Burke  dials  with  a  local  resident 


cars  have  a  roof  sign  saying 
Patrol  alongside  a  flashing 
light  Faces  of  local  suspects 
appear  on  "wanted"  posters 
distributed  to  members. 

Mr  Burke  claims  burglaries 
are  down  78  per  cent  crimes  of 
violence  dawn  SO  per  cent  car 
thefts  down  92  per  cent  van¬ 
dalism  down  100  per  cent  The 
Neighbourhood  Watch  agrees 
there  has  been  a  big  reduction.  - 

Residents  of  the  surround¬ 
ing  council  estates  resent 


SAS’s  accusations  that  they 
are  responsible  for  the  crimes. 
Mr  Burke  said:  “I’m  not 
saying  everyone  who  lives  in  a 
council  estate  is  a  criminal,  but 
nearly  all  the  criminals  live  on 
the  estates.  You  can  spot  diem 
a  mile  off.  They  skulk  along 
looking  shifty,  they  have  skin¬ 
head  cuts,  they  wear  scruffy 
clothes  or  drive  an  old  banger 
they  haven't  registered.  You 
can  tell  they  don't 
belong.  We’ve  had 
death  threats, 
assaults,  but 
theyire  cowards  at 
heart."  A  senior 
police  officer  was 
highly  critical  of 
Mr  Burke’S  poster 
campaign  naming 
’“known”  crimi¬ 
nals,  and  repeated 
several  times  that 
the  police  would 
support  private 
security  .  controls 
only  if  the  firms 


Where  people  power  has  turned  to  anarchy 


From  Sam  Kiley 

IN  CAPETOWN 


BENNY  GOOLE 


were  properly  regulated  and 
licensed.  However,  most  resi¬ 
dents  are  delighted. 

■  Annie  Williams,  co-ordina- 
tor  of  the  Coombe  Dingle 
neighbourhood  watch,  said: 
“Before  the  patrols  started,  we 
felt  like  we  were  under  siege.  If 
there  is  a  crime,  I  will  call  the 
police  first  and  the  patrol 
second,  but  I  can  call  the 
patrol-  with  petty  things  that 
the  police  don’t  have  the  time 
or  the  resources  to  deal  with." 


THE  HIGHLY  ACCLAIMED  BBC  TELEVISION 
SERIES  -  NOW  AVAILABLE  ON  VIDEO! 


The  definitive,  history  of  the  First  World  War,  told  through 
archive  footage,  dramatic  stills  and  the  letters  and 
diaries  of  those  who  fought 

1914-18:  TOTAL  WAR  contains  the  first  four  episodes 
shown  on  BBC  television,  covering  the  outbreak  of  war, 
the  battles  of  Mens,  Verdun,  Tannenberg,  the  Somme 
and  Ypres,  plus  Gallipoli,  Zeppelin  raids  and  much 
more! 

‘A  series  it  is  impossible  to  praise  too  highly' - 
The  Times 

'Moving  and  informative.. .a  superlative  series’  -  The  Guardian 
‘Compulsive  viewing'  -  The  Observer 
‘Excellent  arid  thought  provoking'  -  The  Daily  Telegraph  - 
‘Superb  archive  film'- The  Independent  on  Sunday 


ALSO  AVAILABLE  FRO  M  (V  H  SMITH 
AND  ALL  GOOD  VIDEO  STORES ! 


CONVERGING  on  the  com¬ 
fortable  -  middle-class  home 
from  two  sides,  the  vigilantes 
opened  fine.  At  least  300 
rounds  from  pistols,  pump- 
action  shotguns  and  hunting 
rifles  tore  into  the  building  in 
Hout  Bay.  Three  truckloads 
of  South  African  police 
watched,  but  did  nothing. 

The  forte  is  at  least  1.000 
men  short  of  the  number 
heeded  to  police  Cape  Town’s 
gangs,  who  have  senior  offi¬ 
cers  on  their  payrolls:  so 
vigilantes  have  been  allowed 
to  grow  out  of  control.  During 
the  Hout  Bay  attack,  on  an 
alleged  drug  dealer's  house,  it 
took  at  least  50  police  in 
armoured  trucks  to  arrest 
three  vigilantes. 

But  most  sinister  of  all  have 
been  recent  warnings  from 
gang  experts  that  one  vigilan¬ 
te  group  has  forced  rival 
gangs  into  an  alliance  which 
could  soon  take  over  the 
economic  and  political  life  of 
the  Cape. 

No  one  was  injured  in  the 
Hout  Bay  shooting.  But  fight¬ 
ing  between  rhe  gangs  and  the 
Muslim-dominated  vigilante 
group  People  Against  Gang¬ 
sterism  and  Drugs  (Pa  gad) 
has  escalated  into  open  war, 
which  has  been  ignored,  by 
the  Government. 

Cape  Town  and  the  Cape 
Flats,  where  most  Coloured 
(mixed  race)  people  live,  has 
largely  been  written  off  by  the 
ANC  as  a  lost  cause. 

“The  vigilantes  have 
achieved  in  a  month  what 
gang  leaders  have  failed  to  do 
over  the  last  four  years.  Now 
there  is  total  unityamong  the 
gangs;"  said  Irvin  Kirin es. 
founder  of  Community  Anti- 


People  Against  Gangsterism  and  Drugs  on  the  march  near  Cape  Town.  But  their  actions  have  united  the  gangs 


Crime  Forum  for  the  Western 
Cape.  A  former  ANC  activist, 
he  grew  up  in  the  township  of 
Manenburg  which  is  held  in 
the  grip  of  an  estimated 
100.000  gangsters.  Disgusted 
by  the  indifference  of  the 
Government,  he  resigned 
from  the  ANC  earlier  this 
year. 

Pagad  chalked  up  its  most 
dramatic  kill  when  it  lynched 
Rashaad  Staggie,  joint  leader 
of  the  Hard  Livings  gang  18 
months  ago.  Since  then  his 
twin  brother,  Rashied.  has  set 
up  an  alliance  with  the  Mon¬ 
grels,  Sexy  Boys  and  the 
Americans  under  the  umbrel¬ 
la  of  The  Firm. 

Divided,  the  gangs  might 
have  been  vulnerable  to  police 
infiltration.  United  they  look 
unstoppable.  Rashied  Staggie 
said  recently  that  he  was  as 


“close  to  all-out  war  with 
Pagad  as  I  am  to  my  skin". 

Pagad's  main  military 
branch.  G- Force,  is  widely 
believed  to  have  been  trained 
overseas  by  militant  Mus¬ 
lims.  But,  over  the  past  two 
weeks  of  hit  and  counter-hit, 
the  gangs  have  proved  far 
more  efficient  killers  than 


their  hooded  enemies.  Most 
of  the  Pagad  attacks  have 
been  on  the  wrong  targets.  In 
the  past  month  several  child¬ 
ren  have  been  killed  in  Pagad 
drive-by  shootings. 

The  group's  actions,  and 
those  of  the  police,  are  playing 
into  Staggie*  hands,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Wilfried  Scharf.  direc¬ 


tor  of  Cape  Town  University's 
Institute  of  Criminology.  “A 
full-scale  war  would  only 
have  one  winner  —  the  gangs 
—  and  there  would  be  nothing 
to  stop  them  from  taking  over. 
The  police  and  administra¬ 
tion  have  been  very'  slow  in 
seeing  that  vigilantes  will 
bring  only  disaster." 
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Stephen  Fry  In  the  tide  role,  with  Jennifer  Ehle  as  his  wife,  Constance,  in  the  heavily  subsidised  Wilde 


Lottery  winners  and  losers,  from  the  top:  Helena 
Bonham  Carter  and  Sam  Neill  in  The  Revengers' 
Comedies:  Jon  Boh  Jovi  and  Thandie  Newton  in 
The  Leading  Mam  Kate  Beckinsale  m  Shooting  Fish 


When  Wihie.  a  lit¬ 
erary  romp  star¬ 
ring  Stephen  Fry 
as  Oscar,  opens 
on  Friday,  it  will  become  the 
most  heavily  subsidised  Brit¬ 
ish  film  ever  released.  Its  fate 
at  the  box  office  will  also  be 
watched  nervously  by  the  en- 
rire  British  film  industry. 

The  film,  which  portrays  the 
writer  as  a  promiscuous 
homusexual  but  also  a  loving 
father  and  husband,  was 
made  only  because  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Lottery  stepped  in  where 
big  film  companies  feared  to 
tread  with  a  loan  of 
EI5  million. 

Wilde  is  spearheading  a 
new  generation  of  subsidised 
films  that  owe  their  existence 
to  an  unprecedented  outpour¬ 
ing  of  government  generosity. 
Some  £940  million  of  extra 
investment  will  be  channelled 
into  film  production  during 
the  next  six  years  through 
ministerial  initiatives,  enough 
to  make  250  sequels  to  Four 
Weddings  and  a  Funeral. 

The  new  money  at  last  gives 
British  producers  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  srop  churning  out 
Merchant  Ivory  nostalgia 
romps  and  comedies  about  the 
class  system.  The  most  keenly 
awaited  lottery  film  is  Shoot¬ 
ing  Fish,  which  received  a 


EMSU.OOO  loan.  It  is  a  comedy 
about  confidence  tricksters, 
starring  Kate  Beckinsale,  and 
has  an  indie  music  soundtrack 
featuring  Space  and  the 
Bluetones. 

Love  and  Death  on  Long 
Island  (£750.000)  casts  John 
Hut!  as  an  English  widower 
who  becomes  obsessed  with 
an  American  teen  heart-throb 
played  by  Jason  Priestley. 
Bent  (E560.000)  features  Mick 
Jaeger  as  a  drag  queen  and 
Clive  Owen  as  a  gay  man 
thrown  into  a  Nazi  concentra¬ 
tion  camp. 

However,  there  are  pitfalls 
ahead  as  well  as  opportunities. 
The  creative  spark  of  the  lean, 
hungry  film-maker  chasing 
money  in  the  free  market 
might  be  dimmed  by  a  new 
generation  of  flabby  executives 
addicted  to  subsidy.  The  extra 
money  is  already  leading  to 
higher  costs  as  the  limited 
number  of  experienced  techni¬ 
cians  and  craftspeople  sell 
their  skills  to  the  highest 
bidder. 

Some  fear  the  lottery  will 
repeat  the  mistakes  of  the 
discredited  National  Film  Fi¬ 
nance  Foundation,  created  by 
Harold  Wilson  in  the  1940s. 
which  backed  a  string  of 
turkeys  with  government 
“loans",  many  of  which  were 


|gi| 


Julia  Palau's  request  for  a  loan  was  turned  down 


never  repaid.  Margaret  That¬ 
cher  eventually  scrapped  the 
foundation. 

Government  support  was 
revived  after  Julia  Palau, 
whose  J&M  Entertainment 
made  What's  Earing  Gilbert 
Grape?  and  Kiss  of  the 
Spiderwoman .  joined  forces 
with  the  broadcaster  Barry 
Norman.  “We  targeted  Virgin¬ 
ia  Bottomley  and  look  her  out 
to  lunch  and  told  her  what’s 
what,”  Mrs  Palau  said.  Mrs 
Bottomley  made  film  a  Nat¬ 
ional  Lonely  “good  cause".  By 
2001,  lottery  players  will  have 
donated  £200  million  to  it 

Labour's  generosity  has 


scaled  new  heights.  Gordon 
Brown'S  first  Budget  included 
tax  breaks  to  increase  annual 
investment  by  £240  million. 
Chris  Smith,  the  Culture  Sec¬ 
retary,  changed  Channel  4* 
finances  so  that  it  can  spend  a 
further  £16  million  on  making 
films  in  1998  and  1999. 

Yet  the  secrecy  and  red  tape 
surrounding  lottery  applica¬ 
tions  have  left  film-makers 
bewildered.  When  Mrs  Palau 
sought  a  loan  of  ES90.000  for 
JAM'S  The  Leading  Mari,  a 
“sexy  thriller"  starring  Jon 
Bon  Jovi  in  London’s  theatre- 
land,  the  claim  was  rejected. 
The  Arts  Council  refused  to 


C  We  heard  that 
the  Arts 
Council’s  view 
was  that  we 
would  finance 
The  Leading 
Man  anyway, 
so  why  give  the 
money  to  us?  3 


say  why  and  all  Mrs  Palau 
had  to  go  on  was  rumour.  , 

“We  heard  that  the  view  was 
that  we  would  finance  it 
anyway,  so  why  give  it  to  us?" 
she  said.  (The  company  did 
finance  it  and  the  film  has  just 
been  released,  to  lukewarm 
reviews.) 

So  when  J&M  backed 
another  film  seeking  lottery 
funding.  The  Revengers'  Com¬ 
edies,  it  advised  the  producer. 
Simon  Bosanquet,  to  apply 
under  his  own  name.  The  Arts 
Council  began  considering  a 
£950,000  loan  to  Artisan  Flints 
Ltd.  The  “riotous  British  com¬ 
edy"  stars  Helena  Bonham 


PAYDAY  FORTHE  BRfTISH  FILM  INDUSTRY 


PRODUCTION  AWARDS: 

£100  million  from  the 
lottery  over  six  years  to  . 
make 200 extra  kw-budgat 
films:  announced  1395 


FRANCHISES:  . 

three  ‘baby 
studios' 

given  £92  million 
from  the  lottery  i 
players  to  spend  / 
over  six  years,  f 
Announced  by  l. 
Chris  Smith  at  I 
Cannes  Film  i 
Festival  1997  l 
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ate 


KELP  FROM  CHANNEL  4: 

extra  £16  minion  to  make  films  in  first 
two  yee  rs  of  financial  restructuring,  go- 
ahead  given  by  Chris  Smith  1997 


Carter  alongside  Sam  Neill 
and  Kristin  Scott  Thomas. 

The  civil  servants  took  so 
long  that  the  stars  began  to 
fret.  "Helena  Bonham  Carter 
was  really  responsible  for 
keeping  the  cast  together,” 


ncu  cm  m  mmiMKroy  have  to  be  overtly  commercial. 

n>H  enuusmkt  jg  plenty  of  room  for 

greenughtfund:  more  sophisticated  movies." 

-fSv  ““ES5£“j5!  Teny  [|on- author  o' M? 

Indecision  is  final  about  the 
\  \  budget  films.  First  decline  of  Goldcrest  Films. 

I  ^announced  in  1995'  aid;  “Why  is  film  a  good 
i  j  -  .  cause?  ft’s  not.  Film  produo- 

gBKSP"  11  •  ■  -  tion  is  almost  quintessenfiaQy 

■Rf  i  f  a-vertture  capital  business.  The 

■PFX.' J-  /  .  .  very  existence  of  lottery  fund- 

Su^AT-7  ing  as  subsidy  removes  from 

1^27  _  '  die  producer  a  very  large  part 

help  from  of  the  consequences  of  failure." 

TAXPAYER& 

:  annuaUnvestmentby  •  ■■  ■  tor  01  Screen  Ft- [ 
£240  million  a  year  for  nance,  said:  “Too 

■  ■  the  next  three  years,  'JL  many  films  are  being 

anrawnr^d  In  Gorton  made.  This  is  pushing  costs 
r^^Browns  Budget  1997..  np.  pafly  nrtes  for  sel  riggere 
.  W  can.  •  and  fighting  and  sound  men 
vjflw  •  '  .  increase  by  about  10  per  cent 

rt  w.  Mr  earirtune  they  move  between 

•  films." 

>.  Two  even  trigger  gambles 
.than Wiide  zutedue  for  release 
won  a  loan  and  the  film  will  be . .  in  coming- monthsf  m  untitled 
released  next  year.  '  '  Mike  Leigh  project  arid  Swept 

Some  experts  say  that  Brit-  From  The  Sea .  based  an  fire 
ish  cinema  cannot  icope  with  Joseph  Conrad  novel  Amy 
the  avalanche  of  cash.  Wendy  _  Foster.  Each  was  lent  £2  mil- 
Paimer,  sales  agenr  lorSecrets  lion  fromthe  lottery. ; 
and  Lies,,  .which  delighted  .7  ’* So.far  reaction  to  Wilde  has 


HELP  FROM 
TAXPAYERS: 
tax  breaks  for  films 
expected  to  increase 
annual  Investment  by 
£240  miffion  a  yearfor 
the  nod  three  years, 
announced  rn  Gordon 
Brown’s  Budget  1997.. 


Mrs  Pilau  said.  “She  was  very  .  critics  and  made  £33  million  at  ^jjanged  from  The  Daify  Tele¬ 
helpful  in  calling^  the  other  ;  the  box  office,^  sajd:  "I  am  a  ™ graph,  -which  tipped  it  foUan 


actors  up  and  keeping  them’in 
place:  She’  had  a  lot  to  do." 
Eventually  Mr  Bosanquet 


strong'  -believer  in  market 
forces  deriding  what  films  are 
-made.  I  donl  believe  that  films 


Oscar, .  to.  The  Face,  whose 
reviewer  stated:  “There’s  no 
passion,  no  point." 
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The  model  of  a  modem  Queen 


I 


w; 


Queen  Noor  of  Jordan:  the  student  activist  at  Princeton  was  an  unlikely  candidate  for  royally 


'hen  Queen  Noor  of 
Jordan  arrived  at  the 
Savoy  for  the  Women 
of  the  Year  lunch  on 
Monday,  she  was  surrounded  by  a 
frenzy  of  popping  flashbulbs.  "Is  it 
like  that,  wherever  you  go?"  I  asked 
.  her  later.  “Absolutely  not,"  she 
replied.  But  it  was  plain  to  see  why 
it  happened.  Those  cameramen  are 
bereft  without  their  Princess.  When 
a  royal  blonde,  tall  and  slender  and 
of  quite  exceptional  beauty,  haves 
into  view,  they  cannot  resist. 

"Enough!  Enough!  Go  now,  all  of 
you!"  A  formidable  luncheon 
organiser  of  headmistressy  bearing 
soon  had  the  lensmen  cowering. 

Queen  Noor  had  come  to  address 
500  high-achieving  women  with  an 
inspiring  speech;  and  as  it  hap- 
-  pened,  to  visit  one  of  her  sons  in  the 
sick  bay  at  his  English  public 
school.  “Like  most  working  moth¬ 
ers."  she  said,  “1  never  feel  I  am 
doing  anything  well  enough." 

Queen  Noor.  nee  lisa  Halaby. 
grew  up  in  Washington  and  Cali¬ 
fornia;  her  father  of  Syrian  descent, 
her  mother  Swedish,  hence  the 
direct  blue  eyes,  blonde  mane  and 
totally  American  manner. 

When  she  met  King  Hussein  20 
years  ago  and  became  "Light  of 
Hussein”  —  Noor  A1  Hassein  — 
Queen  of  the  small  Hashemite 
desert  kingdom,  she  had  been 
working  as  an  architect.  Since  then 
she  has  become  the  very  model  of  a 
modem  Queen:  a  statesmanlike 
figure,  airing  her  views  freely 
across  the  world.  When  she  gave 
her  first  political  speech,  in  Wash¬ 
ington  in  1982.  on  the  Middle  East 
peace  process,  the  Washington 
Post  sent  along  a  Style  section 
reporter  who  wrote  about  her 
clothes:  curse  of  the  prominent 
woman.  (Even  Madeleine  Albright 
does  not  escape  this  treatment  the 
current  New  Yorker  notes  that  an 
aide  carries  her  lipstick.)  On  the 
other  hand.  Queen  Noor's  looks  — 
5ft  IOin,  slim  and  chic  —  are 
extremely  noticeable;  her  wit  and 
quick  intelligence  strike  later. 

She  was  an  unlikely  candidate 
for  Queen.  She  hadn't  the  slightest 
interest  in  royalty.  She  was  a 
student  activist  at  Princeton,  one  of 
the  few  women  in  its  first  co-ed 
reading  architecture  and  ur- 
planning.  She  stood  on  tear- 
gassed  picket  lines  in  anti-Vietnam 
demos.  “But  then,"  she  says.  “1 
married  an  unusual  man." 

It  happened  by  chance:  Lisa  was 
working  with  Marietta  Tree  at 
Llewelyn- Da  vis.  Weeks,  the  British 
firm  commissioned  to  replan  Teh¬ 
ran.  Later,  she  was  in  Jordan 
working  on  a  plan  for  a  pan-Arab 
aviation  university.  Uninvited,  she 
accompanied  her  father  (aviation 
chief  in  the  Kennedy  years,  and 
sometime  Pan-Am  president)  to  die 
palace.  “One  could  say  that  the 
romance  blossomed  by  chance." 

She  was  25;  King  Hussein  had 
lost  his  third  wife  in  an  air  crash. 


Jordan  can  boast  a  woman  whose  success  in 


a  royal  role  might  have  been  a  blueprint 


for  another  Princess,  had  she  been  luckier 


They  conducted  their  courtship 
despite  security  guards  and  the 
gaze  of  Amman  society,  by  riding 
off  on  his  BMW  motorcycle:  "Those 
were  exhilarating  moments  of  free¬ 
dom,  I  have  to  say." 

She  inherited  eight  stepchildren 
and  has  four  of  her  own.  aged  II  to 
17:  two  sons.  Hamzah  and  Has  him. 
two  daughters,  Iraan  and  Raiyah. 
Her  sons  will  follow  their  father  to 
Sandhurst.  The  King's  younger 
brother  remains  Crown  Prince,  but 
otherwise  “Who  knows  what  desti¬ 
ny  will  call  them  to?" 

When  she  made  her  first  political 


L 


tJ 

Valerie 

Grove 


speech,  she  says  fondly,  her  hus¬ 
band  telephoned  as  she  was  leaving 
and  said:  “I've  just  realised  the 
position  I've  put  you  in.  I’ve  taken  a 
Valium.”  But  me  anxious  King 
soon  realised  that  he  could  rely  on 
his  wife  to  deliver  on  his  behalf  a 
forceful  message  to  the  Americans. 

"Obviously  an  American  audi¬ 
ence  would  listen  to  me  differently 
from  an  Arab  official.  They  think  of 
me  as  one  of  their  own.  They  ident¬ 
ify  with  me,  which  gave  me  a 
special  credibility.  When  I  ques¬ 
tioned  American  policy  in  the 
Middle  East,  it  didn’t  earn  me 
friends  within  certain  political  ad¬ 
ministrations.  But  1  wanted  to 
break  down  stereotypes  and  preju¬ 
dice  about  the  Arab  world.  I  tried  to 
present  the  too-often  hidden  hu¬ 
man  tragedy  of  the  Arab-Israeli 
conflict  We  were  not  as  adept  as 
the  pro-Israeli  lobby  in  the  US  at 
getting  our  message  across." 

In  the  early  days  each  speech  was 
a  mammoth  effort  “I  would  do 
about  15  drafts:  it  was  like  cram¬ 
ming  for  finals.  1  was  most  appre¬ 
hensive  about  the  Q  and  As.  Esp¬ 


ecially  at  die  Kennedy  Institute  at 
Harvard  in  the  middle  of  a  major 
Middle  East  crisis."  They  asked  her 
what  it  was  like  being  one  of  the 
first  girls  at  Princeton.  Answer  “  An 
excellent  preparation  for  living  in 
the  Arab  world." 

Her  husband,  educated  at  Har¬ 
row  and  Sandhurst  witnessed  at  15 
the  assassination  of  his  grandfa¬ 
ther:  a  bullet  caught  him  but  was 
deflected  by  a  medal  on  his  tunic. 
At  17  he  succeeded  to  the  throne  and 
has  reigned  for  46  years.  His  12 
children,  and  even  more  grandchil¬ 
dren.  gather  regularly:  “It’s  a 
typical  Middle  Eastern  family." 
Queen  Noor  keeps  in  touch  with 
her  American  family  by  e-mail:  she 
finds  cyberspace  congenial  (“people 
get  in  touch  who  I  haven’t  heard 
from  in  years")  and  was  proud 
when  http:/ /www,  noor. gov  .jo  was 
named  Website  of  the  Week. 

Having  taken  feminism  for 
granted  when  growing  up  five 
never  been  an  ‘isms'  person"),  she 
set  about  improving  the  lot  of 
Jordanian  women  through  her 
Noor  Al  Hussein  Foundation.  Her 
pet  project,  the  co-ed  Jubilee  School, 
has  produced  three  mathematics 
and  physics  wizards,  all  girls  of  17. 

•  Queen  Noor's  conversation  is 
peppered  with  “Contrary  to  West¬ 
ern  perceptions  ..."  "Few  West¬ 
erners  realise  . . She  constantly 
confronts  our  assumption  that  all 
women  in  Islam  are  subjugated 
creatures  with  covered  heads.  The 
Muslim  world  embraces  many 
societies.  As  many  Jordanian 
women  as  men  go  to  university. 
Levels  of  literacy  and  health  ap¬ 
proach  those  of  the  developed 
world.  Women  in  the  labour  force 
have  doubled  in  20  years,  though 
they  lag  behind  in  government  and 
the  judiciary,  but  they  have  had  the 
vote  only  since  1974. 

Her  quality-of-life  project  has 
been  transforming  rural  women 
from  unpaid  drudges  into  entrepre¬ 
neurs,  turning  their  homes  into 
cottage  industries  of  bee-keeping, 
growing  thyme  and  sage,  weaving 
furniture  from  banana  and  palm 
leaves.  She  raised  her  biggest  laugh 
in  her  Savoy  speech  when  she 
described  one  of  die  new  entrepre¬ 
neurial  women’s  husbands  who. 
“himself  unemployed,  sits  all  day 
watching  his  wife’s  prospering 
weaving  business  ...  He  wants  to 
know  if  we  can  find  him  another 
wife  like  that." 

It  is  tough  being  a  queen  in  the 
modern  world:  visible,  involved 
and  “of  the  people".  She  cites  role 
models  from  Arab  history  —  war¬ 
rior  queens,  peacemakers  and 
educators  from  the  3rd-century 


Queen  Zenobia  onwards  —  and 
rays  Islam  long  preceded  the  West 
in  granting  women  status  and 
property  rights.  She  embraced 
Islam  wholeheartedly  on  marriage, 
having  no  religion  before,  "and  I 
feel  it  was  the  right  choice.  I  don’t 
regret  it  1  only  regret  the  stereo¬ 
types.  the  distortion  of  its  message 
in  the  West,  caused  by  contempo¬ 
rary  fundamentalist  movements 
which  misrepresent  the  teachings 
of  Islam-"  She  covers  her  long  fair 
tresses  only  in  religious  places. 

Arabic  remains  a  struggle  bur 
she  felt  she  had  assimilated  into  her 
new  life  when  she  started  to  dream 
in  Arabic.  “It's  a  beautiful,  rich, 
complex  language,  and  the  youn¬ 
ger  you  learn  it  the  better."  She 
made  a  point  of  having  Arabic- 
speaking  helpers  and  her  children 
are  effortlessly  bilingual. 

Tourism,  vital  to  Israel.  Egypt 
and  Jordan,  depends  utterly  on  the 
precarious  pea  re  process;  every 
terrorist  attack  in  neighbouring 
countries  affects  them  all.  Jordan, 
bordered  by  Iraq.  Israel.  Syria  and 
Saudi  Arabia,  is  “a  peaceful,  mod¬ 
erate.  dean  oasis.  Thank  God  for 
our  stability,  which  has  strength¬ 
ened  us  through  innumerable  cri¬ 
ses  around  us.  espedally  during  the 
Gulf  crisis  and  the  ups  and  downs 
of  the  peace  process.  But  our 
political  system  is  not  exdusive  of 
extremist  points  of  view,  our  elec¬ 
tions  contested  by  the  foU  range 
from  Left  to  Right."  Most  people  in 
Jordan,  she  added,  feel  they’re 
"awfully  lucky". 


We  discussed  the  con¬ 
fines  of  royal  life:  she 
spoke  of  the  Emperor 
Hirohito,  by  inclina¬ 
tion  a  marine  biologist,  who  gave 
her  sea-loving  younger  son  one  of 
his  books.  (They  Ye  also  a  family  of 
musicians:  I  wish  I’d  been  able  to 
persuade  my  children  to  cany  on 
with  their  violin  and  piano  les¬ 
sons.")  Didn't  she  long  to  use  her 
architectural  degree?  It  turns  out 
she  takes  a  Prince  of  Wales-like 
inrerest  in  traditional  building 
styles  and,  in  the  seaside  town  of 
Aqaba,  which  was  "in  danger  of 
being  overdeveloped  with  huge 
concrete  excrescences"  has  super¬ 
vised  a  model  for  future  building  in 
the  traditional  style,  using  local 
natural  stone.  "It's  a  constant 
battle,  but  we  persevere." 

She  also  succeeded  the  Prince  of 
Wales  as  president  of  the  United 
World  Colleges.  Education  is  fore¬ 
most  in  her  projects  and  pro¬ 
grammes,  which  run  to  27  A4 
pages.  A  queen  has  to  be  interested 
in  everything.  “Well,  luckily.  1  am. 
And  I  am  blessed  with  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  long  term,  instead  of 
depending  on  the  length  of  a 
political  administration  only." 

It  is  impossible  not  to  think  of 
another  potential  queen,  for  whom 
her  friend  Noor  might  have  been  a 
blueprint,  who  was  less  lucky. 


EARLIER  this  year  Edward  VIII 
and  Mrs  Simpson  were  the  joint 
stars  of  a  dire  West  End  musical 
called  Always.  It  war  billed  as  the 
"ultimate  love  story”  and1  took  its 
tiile  from  the  Imaginary  paradise 
where  the  Prince  and  his  belle 
dreamed  of  spending  the  rest  of 
their  lives.  But  the  action  ended  in 
1937,  so  we  did  not  see  what  sort  of 
place  it  actually  was. 

Snoo  Wilson's  outrageously  en¬ 
joyable,  if  somewhat  static,  jwo- 
handev  provides-  an  answer. 


THEATRE 
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Royal  love  story  with  a  Hell  of  an  ending 


Always  is  the  Bahamas  in  1943,  “a 
fetid  little  backwater”  where  the 
love  story  is  going  decidedly  awry. 
As  played  by  Gorin  Redgrave, 
HRH  the  Governor  Is  a  Wode- 
housean  dimwit  with  a  wife  whose 


unscnipulonsness  .would  have 
confounded  even  Jeeves.  Imagine 
Bertie  Wooster  in  the  dutches  of 
Lady  Macbeth,  and  you  have  the 
picture  that  Conn  Redgrave  and 
Amanda  Donohoe  present. 

If  the  parties  were  alive  they 
would  be  suing  Wilson  and  his 
director,  -Simon  Callow,  for  mil¬ 
lions.  The  accusation  isn't  just  that. 


as  late  as  1943.  Edward  admired 
Hitler  and  still  hoped  to  be  ruling 
a  Nazi  Britain  alongside  Queen 
Wallis.  It  is  that,  as  Governor  of 
the  Bahamas,  he  transferred  huge 
sums  to  a  German  bank  in  Mexico 
and  tried  to  pin  the  murder  of  Sir 
Harry  Oakes,  tycoon  and  scoun¬ 


drel,  on  a  man  he  suspected  of 
having  an  affair  with  Wallis. 

Redgrave  wins  a  certain  sympa¬ 
thy  for  a  chappie  who  seems  a  lot 
happier  darning  his  teddy  bear  or 
knitting  funny  little  scarves  than 
attending  to  the  business  of  the 
island.  If  he  is  morally  near- 


Slmon  Callow  Interflow,  Metro,  page  10 


imbed  lie.  it  is  partly  because 
pleasing  Wallis  takes  precedence 
and  partly  because  he  has  never 
quite  escaped  the  royal  nursery. 

The  alleged  coldness  of  the 
Windsors,  as  represented  by  a 
grim  George  V  and  a  grimmer 
Queen  Mary,  is  one  of  Wilson's 
targets.  But  an  insecure  and  some¬ 
times  violent  background  seems  a 


poor  excuse  for  Wallis's  unequivo¬ 
cal  nastiness.  She  keeps  her  hus¬ 
band  in  thrall  by  playing  sexual 
games,  but  money  matters  most. 

“You’ll  be  jailed  for  currency- 
running  or  executed  for  treason, 
and  I’ll  be  left  without  a  penny,” 
she  yells  at  him.  With  this  go- 
getting  monster  in  effortless  com¬ 
mand,  Always  isn’t  just  Govern¬ 
ment  House  or  the  Bahamas. 
Always  is  a  Strmdbergjan  HelL 


Benedict  Nightingale 
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Tomor'  tan  feton  7J0om 


PALACE  THEATRE  0171-434  0909 
oc  24hre  (Mg  late  0T71 W  4444 
fee)  ops  01 71 4133311 
THE  WORLD'S  MOST  POPULAR 
MUSICAL, 

i.rs  mtsrra1ti.es 

NOW  IN  ITS  1ZTH 
RECORDGREAKMG  YEAR 
Evee  730  Mate  Tta  ft  5*230 
Lteeoomasnoradmlted 
iteterienal 

LM7H3  NO.  OF  SEATS  AVAIL 
PALY  FROM  BOX  OFFICE 


PHOENK  BOZCC  0171 309 1733 
/344  4444/420  0000  (fee) 

BEST  MUSICAL 

CSvieBDranaAnRls 
n»s  ft  Ptayera/feor  NohIo  Asreds 
Faou.  WEEK  OF 
HELEN  RHJOY 
WILLY  RUSSELL’S 


BLOOD  BE0THEBS 

-JBrings  the  Budfenca  to  Its  tost, 
and  roaring  tta  sppmrer  D  UaS 

Ew57  45tM8lltiis3pmSa4tom 


PKXyUHLLYOITl  309 1734/0171 
344  44440171 420  0000  P4t¥S] 
ADVENTURES  M  MOTION 
PICTURES' 


CINDERELLA 

7.30.  VWdft  Sat  Mate  230 


PLAYHOUSE  0171 8394401 
CC  3164747  Ops  930  0000 


fLB-H 

EModSMteSkripanlnlhe 


A  pby  by  SNOO  WAGON 
Starring 

AMANDA  and  COHN 
DONOHOE  REDGRAVE 

Onroad  ty  SUON  CALLOW 
Mon-THift  n&SS530&S30 
Running  Tlmb2hre 


PfflNCE  EDWARD  0171 4475400 
Frtt  Cai  «0  0100  cc 3444444 
Groups  420  0200 

WBB4ER 

BEST  CHOREOGRAPHER 


BEST  NEW  MUSICAL 

LAURENCE  OUVIER  AWARDS 


MARTIN GUERRE 

"ABfflMAGMnCEOTB>1C 
MUSKAL  A  GREAT  EVENING 
OUT’S.  Trees 
NOW  WITS  2nd  YEAR 


MARM  GUERRE 

BOUBULftSCHONBSWS 

“MUSICAL  MASTERPECE" 

K  HM  Tit) 

Uoi^Sal  7.45  M6B  Tbui  ftSN  &00 
NOW  BOOKS^G  TO  FEB  1396 


PHB4CE  OF  WALES  0171 B39  5007 
FWCaB 420 0000  cc  344  4444  Grpa 
420  0200  reaptewaOeTO  614803 
GRAMMY  AWARD  WWKB4G 
MUSICAL 

"Hot  from  Broadway.  Enough 
•neroy  to  electrify  a  dty.'*D.  Mai 

SMOKEY  JOE’S  CAF6 

THE  SONGS  OF  LBBST  ft  STOLER 
iJor>Sa  8pm,  Thu  &  Sal  Mate  3pm 
NOW  BOOKING  TOSEPT 1993 


QLCB4S  0171  494  5040  CC  344 
4444  Bee  8  Mats  Wad  &Sa  4 
RoperttaKW  Jomy Seegrova 

HURLTBUKLT 

“SIMPLY  ELECTRIFYING"  NoW 
.  “Smgefy  Funoy"  fed 
“TTftS  IS  A  MUST  SEE"  GTms 


ROYAL  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY 

STRATFORD  01 789  2956230541 
541051 

AUTIMN  ALTBMATIVE 
4/106/11 

Ticket  ft  How  PactegeB 
01789414999 
YOtMG  VIC  0171 9286383 
THE  COMEDY  OF  5«ORS 
FWLPBire  TODAY  230ft  730 


Toadvedise 

in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 

Tel:  01 71  680  6222 
or  tax  .  0171  4819313 


ST  HARTWS  0171 S36  1443 
Eves9,T<c245,S*5&8. 


AflAlSA  CHRISTIE'S 
THE  MOUSETRAP 
45th  YEAR 


STRAND  THEATRE  B®  0fF& cc 
{no  be)  0171 9906600 
CC  5*5  fee}  0171  3444444/4200000 
Groups  0171 413 332W171 438  5588 

•BUDDY* 

The  Buddy  HoRy  Story 
“BRILLlAirrSuv 


•BUDDY* 

IVONDBVULSTUFPSunTN 


•BUDDY* 

Tubs-TIus&ORi530&830 

SaB530ftS30ftS(iKlaye 

400pm 

AU.  SEATS  I^PBaFft  530  POT 
Sb  KNOCKOUT  YEAR! 

Now  boofenounK  y»  2000 
Bat*  radii'  on  Sundays  te  4pm  tram 
_ Oct  12 


TRICYCLE  0171 326 1000 
KATA  THE  KINGS 
Aocfejmed  SAJncan  mused 
Mon  -Sal  8am.  Sal  ma  4on 


VAUDEVILLE  0171 636 9987 
BEST PLAY 

1 096  lanm  ORwter  Amnia 
BflMBhy  SMaGonet 

Royal  National  Theatre 
Production 


SKYLIGHT 

"The  play  of  «hs  dacttV 
HHarTrb 
by  David  Haro 
directed  by  HkteKJ  Eyre 
MnvSai  8pm,  Wed  ft  Sa  Mats  3pm 
MUST  END  TOUT 


VAUDEVILLE  0171 6369967 
Joan  Farguaaon  as  Hylda  Baker 


SHE  KNOWS  YOU  KNOW! 

LM  Season  15  Oct -6  Dec 


WYNDHAMS  369 17*344  4444 
BEST  COMEDY 
EreStaretedAmda 
BEST  COMEDY 
Laurence  Ottrier  Awards 


"ART 

A  new  play  by  Vesnina  Reza 
Trans,  ty  Chnstophar  Hampton 
“The  perfect  West  End  ptay" 
IndtpaviM 

Ewe  B,  Mate  Wed  3  ft  Sa  5 
ftjnnng  tree  85  mins 


CLASSICAL  CONCERTS 


The  PARKHOUSE  AWARD  presews 
Registered  Charily 

KATHARINE  GOWERSXHARLES  OWEN 
Vkriin  and  piano 

‘  ‘—marweHotuIy  muricni  and  megicnL .  ” 
Brahms  Stmatemon:  Scherzo  in  C  minor 
Bcefboven  Sonata  Op  12  No  2  in  A 
Debussy  Sonata  m  G  minor 
Sdromana  Sonata  No  1  In  A  minor 
Szymanowski  Nocturne  and  Tarantella  Op  28 
Wednesday  15  October.  7.30pm 
Si  John's.  Smith  Square.  London  SW] 

Box  Office  0171  222  1061 
£1330,  £11.  £9.  £7  (£7  concessions  > 


The  Gordon  Foundation 


CONCERTS 


Oanny  5c;L»h  ar;d  jrt  Harlor.  proicn'. 


B.B.KING 


SPUNTERGROUP  PETER  GREEN 

4^  MANCHESTER  NTNEX  ARENA 

'0.%  -reP-  THURSDAY  30TH  OCTOBER  S  O:  0151 52SC3C3/05?'  521509 

■  ^5  "  ^CLir:OrO-F!;E:  7151  5221111 

S.E.C.C.  CLYDE  AUDffORiliM 

FRIDAY  3TST  OCTOBER  3  j:  01:1 257  ttt?  3s=; 

NEWCASTLE  ARENA 

i  Saturday  i  st  November  at:  0191 m .  ?•••,:  weiu 


'Jk 


.  *  BOURNEMOUTH  INTERNATIONAL  CENTRE 

MONDAY  3RD  NOVEMBER  £  t:  «:4K  tjtssi 

L  BIRMINGHAfrt  ACADEMY,  NIA 

TUESDAY  m  NOVEMBER  tc:  0121 20122?:  ;pc?c  «<coo 
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THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  11 1997 


GowriewiU 
be  the  last 
of  his  kind 

Chairing  the  Arts  Council  isn’t  for 
amateurs,  says  Magnus  Linklater 

Wanted:  thick-skinned  Royal  Scottish  National  Or- 
art  lover  prepared  to  chestra  and  the  Scottish 
withstand  outraged  Chamber  Orchestra  —  all,  to  a 


Wanted:  thick-skinned 
art  lover  prepared  to 
withstand  outraged 
public  opinion,  lobby  minis¬ 
ters  relentlessly,  chair  high- 
powered  committees  with 
charm  and  skill,  leant  to  say 
no  firmly  but  tactfully,  handle 
a  budget  of  some  £400  million, 
and  give  up  three  to  four  days 
a  week  for  no  pay.  Not,  on  the 
surface,  a  dream  job.  But  there 
will.  I  suspect,  be  no  lack  of 
applicants  for  the  post  that 
Lord  Gowrie  will  vacate  next 
May.  The  question  is  whether 
any  of  the  rich  or  the  retired 
who  reckon  they  can  afford  to 
apply  will  be  able  to  cope. 

Chairing  the  Arts  Council  or 
England  these  days  is  no  cosy 
sinecure,  no  exercise  for  the 
gifted  amateur,  with  some 
agreeable  evenings  at  the  op¬ 
era  thrown  in.  It  is.  for  one 
thing,  hugely  demanding,  not 
just  in  time  but  in  sheer 
concentration  of  effort  The 
steady  erosion  of  government 
support  for  the  arts  has  meant 
that  crisis  management  rather 
than  genial  supervision  has 
become  almost  routine.  De¬ 
fending  controversial  deci¬ 
sions  on  the  Royal  Opera 
House  or  the  handling  of 
lottery  funds,  goes  hand  in 
hand  with  long  hours  spent 
arguing  against  cutbacks,  or 
pleading  the  case  for  the  arts 
with  cash-strapped  local 
authorities. 

Lord  Gowrie  admits  that  if 
he  has  failed,  it  is  over  money. 
Despite  lengthy  sessions  with 
the  previous  Chancellor  and 
Prime  Minister,  he  has  seen 
the  Treasury  extract  its  pound 
of  flesh  and  institute  cutbacks 
which  the  present  Govern¬ 
ment  has  said  it  intends  to 
slide  with. 

“Maybe  the  next  chairman 
will  be  more  successful."  he 
writes  in  this  week's  New 
Statesman.  “If  she  or  he  is.  I 
shan't  be  jealous.  l*m  a  good 
parodist,  and  1  shall  write  a 
Baroque  ode  in  the  manner  of 
Dryden  in  their  honour."  His 
successor  will  need  more  than 
the  Gowrie  gift  of  parody  to 
handle  some  of  the  decisions 
the  council  is  likely  to  face  in 
the  years  ahead.  What  flow 
from  standstill  or  reduced 
budgeting  are  increasingly 
hard  choices  on  revenue-fund¬ 
ed  theatres,  hard-pressed  gal¬ 
leries  or  companies  whose 
very  existence  depends  on  Arts 
Council  support  For  some  it  is 
no  longer  a  case  of  death  by  a 
thousand  cuts,  but  simply 
death.  And  it  is  the  chairman, 
ultimately,  who  administers 
the  last  rites  and  explains  to 
the  bereaved  why  it  had  to 
happen. 

When  I  took  on  the  job  of 
Chairman  of  the  Scottish  Arts 
Council  last  year,  I  was  reas¬ 
sured  that  it  would  take  a 
modest  day  or  day-and-a-half 
of  my  week.  Two  things  threw 
the  prediction  oul  The  first 
was  the  National  Lottery, 
which  has  doubled  our  fund¬ 
ing  but  also  doubled  the 
amount  of  time  required  to 
discuss  and  handle  sensitive 
decisions.  The  second  was  the 
almost  permanent  crisis  fac¬ 
ing  the  so-called  national  com¬ 
panies  of  Scotland  —  Scottish 
Opera.  Scottish  Ballet,  the 


...  1  ™  . . .  ” . . 

0M&  Blue-footed  Booby 
(Jebbitas  ctickettestus) 

This  Seabird  canpltmge  £mm  a  great 
height  into  the  shallows  (seeJPqpi). 
Of  a-  hostile  and  insular  disposition, 
it  tends  to  attack  kmougratory  species. 


Royal  Scottish  National  Or¬ 
chestra  and  the  Scottish 
Chamber  Orchestra  —  all,  to  a 
lesser  or  greater  degree,  in 
financial  trouble.  They  be¬ 
came.  for  me.  the  equivalent  of 
Lord  Gowrie’s  Covent  Garden 
trauma.  When,  after  many 
months  of  agonising  delibera¬ 
tion.  we  reached  a  point  at 
which  die  entire  board  of 
Scottish  Ballet  was  forced  to 
stand  down,  ail  hell  broke 
loose. 

I  have  faced  the  occasional 
calumny  in  my  time,  but  I 
have  never  before  been  la¬ 
belled  (in  no  particular  order): 
fascist,  totalitarian.  Stalinist, 
arrogant.  Thatch  erite  (in  Scot¬ 
land  the  worst  insult  of  all), 
elitist,  remote,  arrogant  and 
unaccountable.  That  may 
seem  extreme,  but  when  — 
gluttons  for  punishment  —  our 
council  also  withheld  funding 
from  a  much-loved  theatre 
company  and  refused  support 
for  a  strongly  lobbied  film 
project,  they  were  repeated  in 
spades.  The  assumption  was 
that  we  had  turned  into  some¬ 
thing  akin  to  serial  art  killers, 
pursuing  some  secret  agenda 
of  recrimination. 

This,  as  Lord  Gowrie  points 
out,  is  nothing  new.  The  Arts 
Council  and  its  bureaucracy  is 
always  the  first  port  of  abuse, 
because  those  who  administer 
the  arts  in  Britain  care  pas¬ 
sionately  about  what  they  are 
doing  and  react  with  equal  , 
passion  when  constrained.  But  . 
things  are  getting  worse.  The  j 
financial  straitjacket  is  being 
drawn  tighter,  the  crises  are 
building.  With  diminishing 
funds,  what  confronts  us  now 
is  a  complex  and  delicate 
argument  about  the  use  of  the 
lottery.  It  is  one  that  Lord 
Gowrie  has  begun  to  frame:  if. 
he  says,  the  Treasury  is  to 
continue  to  bleed  the  arts  to 
death,  then  arts  councils  must 
be  allowed  to  use  lottery  funds 
the  way  they  want  rather  than 
the  way  they  are  told  to.  The 
danger  is  that,  if  the  argument 
is  accepted,  some  future  gov¬ 
ernment  could  cut  its  grants 
altogether  and  use  the  lottery 
as  a  substitute  —  in  effect 
gambling  with  its  own  culture. 

So  Lord  Gowrie’s  succes¬ 
sor  will  need  deft  polit¬ 
ical  skills  and  the  mind 
of  a  Machiavelli  He  or  she 
will  be  chosen  under  the  new 
Nolan  rules,  and  therefore  the 
job  will  be  widely  advertised. 
But  with  no  salary  attached, 
the  choice  may  turn  out  to  be 
limited.  However  admirable 
die  concept  of  chairing  public 
bodies  without  recompense, 
tiie  number  of  those  who  can 
afford  the  time  —  or  com¬ 
panies  who  can  release  execu¬ 
tives  without  counting  the  cost 
—  is  limited,  and  growing 
smaller.  I  write  as  one  who  is, 
m  fact,  paid  a  fee,  and  I  believe 
in  the  end  that  it  is  an 
inevitable  process.  But  I  accept 
that  it  would  mark  the  end  of  a 
noble  tradition. 

Perhaps  the  Government 
should  be  offered  a  deal: 
proper  funding  for  the  arts  in 
return  for  the  concept  of  public 
service  without  financial  re¬ 
ward.  You  cannot  really  have 
one  without  the  other. 
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J&glZ  The  booby  beads 

&r  extinction*.  . 


Sitting  pretty  in  Europe 


Staying  in  Florence  this  week, 
I  have  watched  at  close 
quarters  the  struggle  for  a 
certain  kind  of  Europe  that 
has  been  unfolding  in  Rome.  It  is  a 
struggle  which  is  "typically  Italian” 
in  the  hectic  haggling  between  part¬ 
ners  in  the  coalition  which  sustained 
the  Government  of  Professor  Roma¬ 
no  Prodi;  but  it  is  also  one  which 
seeks  a  more  decisive  break  with  the 
Italian  postwar  tradition  of  corporat- 
ist  accommodation.  It  is  a  struggle 
whose  outcome  will  be  critical  for  the 
future  of  a  more  integrated  Europe 
and  for  European  economic  and 
monetary  union  (EMU)  in  particular. 

Signor  Prodi 's  resignation  on 
Thursday  evening,  after  the  week  in 
.which  he  failed  to  find  a  compromise 
with  his  Communist  partners  in  the 
coalition,  was  not  the  end  but  merely 
a  staging  post  in  his  and  others' 
efforts  to  turn  Italy  into  a  credible, 
founding  member  of  EMU.  It  was  a 
challenge  to  his  country  as  much  as  to 
the  Opposition;  a  challenge  to  sup¬ 
port  a  national  consensus  _ 

on  Europe  If.  Signor  Prodi 
was  saying,  a  more  into-  Tom 
grated  union  is  what  you 
want,  there  is  a  price  to  tend 

pay.  The  Communists  __ 

have  so  far  preferred  to"  Simi£ 
destroy  the  fmst  Govern-  i_r„  m 
merit  of  the  Left  since  the 
war  than  to  pay  it.  Over  froi 
now  to  the  country. 

The  Italian  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter’s  travails  are  shared,  in  differing 
ways,  by  Lionel  Jospin  of  France  and 
Helmut  Kohl  of  Germany.  Britain  is 
presently  in  a  protected  space-  Tony 
Blair  enjoys  an  amnesty  in  Britain's 
Euro-wars  —  though  the  spectacle  of 
John  Major,  cheered  in  Blackpool  for 
being  a  gallant  loser,  will  have 
reminded  him  that  this  is  a  pause  in, 
not  an  end  of,  the  battle. 

It  may  have  reminded  him,  too.  of 
the  causes  of  his  good  fortune.  He  can 
propose  a  third  way  between 
Thatcherism  and  Euro-corporatism 
because  new  Labour  is  founded  on  a 
decorpora tised  state.  He  can  refuse  a 
return  to  “beer  and  sandwiches" 
because  the  main  consumers  of  these 
delicacies  —  the  trade  union  leaders 
—  are  no  longer  in  a  condition  to 
daim  them  as  of  right.  Margaret 
Thatcher  laid  waste  the  shaky  lega- 
des  of  previous  governments'  at¬ 
tempts  to  construct  a  British  version 
of  a  soda!  partnership;  its  debacle  in 
the  1970s  is  engraved  On  the  collective 
memories  of  all  parties,  and  it  will  not 
be  tried  again  by  this  Prime  Minister. 


John  Lloyd  finds  Blairism  irrelevant  to 
the  crisis  of  the  continental  corporatists 


Tony  Blair 
tends  to  be 
smug  about 
his  partners’ 
troubles 


His  continental  counterparts 
should  be  so  hicky.  Caught  still  in 
networks  of  obligation  to  which  no 
one  has  taken  an  axe,  they  must  now 
seek  to  accommodate  their  economies 
to  globalisation  through  negotiation 
and  compromise  within  the  system 
and  between  the  sodal  partners. 

Germany  remains  mired  In  a  crisis 
of  unemployment.  Earlier  this  week, 
the  adjusted  figures  rose  to  just  under 
five  million,  or  11.7  per  cent  In  the 
eastern  Lander,  a  fifth  of  the 
workforce  is  unemployed,  and  many 
other  jobs  there  are  sustained  only  by 
subsidies  which  the  State  must  now 
reduce.  At  the  same  time,  both 
German  and  foreign  capital  shrink 
from  major  investments;  direct 
investment  remains  negative  with  a 
net  outflow  of  nearly  DM900  million 

_  to  June  of  this  year.  The 

reason  seems  simple 
Blair  enough:  average  hourly 

wages  stand  at  around  £17. 
to  be  In  the  US.  where  jobs  are 

,  plentiful  the  average  hour- 

LDOUt  ]y  wage  is  around  EIO. 

j  Chancellor  Kohl  has 
U1CI5>  promised  to  halve  unem- 

»les  ployment  by  2000;  the  date 

_  creeps  doser  but  the  trends 

do  nor  look  hopeful.  The 
German  budget  contains  provision 
for  100,000  fewer  unemployed  than 
there  are  likely  to  be  this  year;  the 
extra  costs  will  blow-  holes  in  it  and 
further  compromise  the  credibility  of 
the  euro  in  the  state  which  must  be  its 
main  pillar. 

Kohl  has  a  Left  opposition  in  the 
Social  Democrats  (SPD).  which, 
though  unable  to  win  elections  in  the 
past  decade,  remains  powerful,  close¬ 
ly  linked  to  trade  unions  which  have 
retained  industrial  and  political  mus¬ 
cle.  But  the  SPD  probably  has  no 
more  big_  ideas  on  unemployment 
than  does  Kohl's  Centre-Right  coali¬ 
tion.  There  is  little  sense  yet  that  here 
is  an  alternative  force  able  to 
galvanise  the  country. 

The  Left  does  rule  in  France,  and  it 
also  gives  as  yet  little  sense  of  a  new 
momentum.  Instead,  it  is  being 
pulled  into  an  enervating  round  of 
negotiations  in  its  proposal  to  cut  the 
working  week  to  35  hours  as  a  way  of 
fighting  unemployment  —  a  proposal 
which  was  a  firm  plank  of  its 
campaign  in  Opposition,  and  which 


now  faces  a  united  rejection  from  the 
PatronaL  the  employers'  federation. 
That  oragnisation’s  president,  Jean 
Gandois.  is  a  friend  and  former 
employer  of  Marline  Aubty,  the 
Employment  Minister  and  number 
two  in  the  Cabinet;  he  has,  however, 
assured  his  members  that  the  friend¬ 
ship  comes  second  to  their  aim:  to 
torpedo  die  working  week  reduction. 

Lionel  Jospin  is  stretched  on  the 
rack  between  the  bosses  and  the 
Communists  on  whom  he  reties  for 
his  minority,  just  as  Prodi  relies  on 
the  Italian  equivalent  for  his.  Robert 
Hue^the  French  CP  leader,  insists  on 
a  law  guaranteeing  a  35-hour  week 
without  a  reduction  in  pay.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  table.  Francois  Mer, 
the  chief  executive  of  the  Usinor 
group,  told  Le  Monde  this  week:  "If. 

to  give  work  to  a  million  _ 

people,  you  threaten  the 
employment  of  20  million  Prod 
others,  you  would  have 
scored  something  of .  an  and . 

own  goal" 

Thus  proceeds  die  edu-  SI® 

cation  of  the  French  Left  a  - 

“The  political  truth,"  A 

writes  the  former  Tory  MP  oredii 
George  Walden  in  the  y 
current  issue  of  Prospect, 

"is  that  the  French  are  coming  to  die 
end  of  a  period  in  which  they  enjoyed 
the  best  of  both  worlds,  capitalism 
and  collectivism.'’  If  this  is  a  political 
truth  —  and  it  seems  to  be — then  it  is 
true  beyond  France.  The  globalis¬ 
ation  and  information  explosions 
have  detonated  everywhere,  privileg¬ 
ing  not  just  M  Merl;  consumers  but 
people  tike  himself  —  able  as  he  is  to 
brandish  the  laws  of  21st-century 
global  competition  in  the  feces  of 
European  politicians  walled  in  by 
national  imperatives  which  stem 
from  their  postwar  political 
settlements. 

Tony  Blair  and  new  Labour  tend  to 
be  smug  about  dieir  continental 
partners’  troubles.  The  solution,  as 
they  see  it.  is  an  emulation  of  the  new 
Labour  approach:  rising  above  en¬ 
tanglements  and  compromises  to  an 
articulation  of  national  goals  and 
economic  truths,  while  devolving 
such  messy  issues  as  hours  and 
wages  to  the  actors  in  the  market¬ 
place.  Some  of  this  lay  behind  Mr 
Blairs  hubristic  rhetoric  at  his  party 


Prodi,  Kohl 
and  Jospin 
are  all  in 
asimilar 
predicament 


conference  last  week  on  Britain's 
"destiny  to  lead"  in  Europe  —  a 
formulation  .which  seems  absurd 
from  a  continental. perspective  while 
Britain  stands  aside  from  the  grand 
project  which  consumes  every  other 
member  of  the  union:  EMU. 

But  Mr  Blair'  is  positioned  on 
ground  that  was  cleared  in  the  1980s. 
His  fellow  leaders  cannot  rise  above 
the  systems  which  both  constrain  and 
empower  them;  nor.  even  if  they 
could,  should  they.  The  institutions  of 
social  cohesion  to  which  countries 
traumatised  by  dictatorships  and 
war  naturally  ding  are  not  to  be 
casually  brushed  aside,  even  where 
they  must  be  reformed. 

Reform  is  coming,  but  not  in  hew 
Labour  guise.  Germany  is  no  ailing 
giant;  it  has  recovered  its  share  or 
world  exports  after  a  dip  ami  is 
decentralising  negotiations  on  work¬ 
ing  practices  and  on  wage-retting, 
especially  in  the  east,  to  cope  with  die 
need  for  greater  fiexfbflfty.  Jospin  has 
dropped  the  35-hour  week  and  is 

_ _  likely  to  be  more  attracted  . 

to  the  kind  of  employment 
Kohl  schemes  the  Patronat 

would  tolerate  than  to  a' 
JSplIl  central  command  to  cut 

«  .  hours,  which  would  beat 

W  best  temporary  in  its  ame-- 

lilnr  Iterative  effect.  .  .  . 
lUcir  As  for  Signor  Prodi,.  the 
iment  politics  he  has  attempted  to 

_  champion  in  the  past  IS 

months  hang  in  the  bal¬ 
ance.  "The  Italians."  he  told  his 
parliament,  "do  not  want  to  go  back, 
to  continually  shifting  coalitions  and 
unstable  governments."  In  that  he 
seems  right;  the  media  reacted  to  his 
resignation  yesterday  with  acute  . 
disappointment  that  the  old.  selfish 
party  politics  should  again  dominate. 

He  may  fail.  But  it  scans  more 
likely  that  the  open,  purposeful 
politics  he  has  attempted  to  ingrain 
into  Italian  public  life  will  not  pass 
away  in  favour  of  a  bout  of  pointless 
financial  lubrication.  He  has  been 
successfully  tough  in  reducing  the 
budget  deficit  by  £38  billion  and  in 
bringing  inflation  down  to  1.4  per 
cent.  The  goal  of  the  Italian  political 
dass  remains  EMU  membership, 
and  high  costs  have  already  been 
paid  for  its  realisation.  High  costs  are 
being  paid  across  the  Continent. 
Britain,  relaxed  and  booming,  has 
paid  some  of  these  costs  in  the  past  — - 
bur  faces  another  bill  soon. 

The  author  is  associate  editor  of  the  i 
New  Statesman.  1 


A  book  of 
snobs  — 
so  what? 

Simon  Barnes  says 
Anthony  Powell's 
critics  miss  the  point 

It  is  shot  through  with  every 
snobbery  of  old  Britain.  He 
dwells  too  much  on  a  narrow, 
privileged  world.  He  is  interested 
only  zrl  the  upper  classes.  It  is 
anathema  to  die  best  intellectual 
circles’  ... 

All  these  words  were  written  in  me 
past .  few  days  in  pieces  largely 
favourable  to  A  Dance  to  the  Music 
of  Time.  Anthony  Powell’s  12-volume 
romanfleuve.  The  first .  of  the  four 
two-hour  television  episodes  of  the 
Dance  was  shown  on  Thursday,  to  a 
mixed  critical  reaction.  I  enjoyed  the 
thing  myself,  even  if  it  did  remind  'me 
a  tittle  of  Monty  Python'S 

"summarise  Proust  competition". 

ft  is  intriguing  that  Powell  still 
presents  .a  problem,  even  to  his  fans. 
Evelyn  Waugh’s  passionate  adora¬ 
tion  of  the  aristocracy  is  seen  — 
rightly  —  as  .an  essential  aspect  of 
Brideshead  Revisited.  Powell  has  no 
such  love;  he  accepts  his  aristocratic 
characters  matter-of-factiy,  as  people 
yuu  bump  into,  people  who  knock 
about  the  world  like  everybody  else.  ■ 
And  that  for  some  people,  is 
unforgivable.  “Unfortunately  his 
oeuvre  at  present  is  lacking  any  real 
sense  of  social  significance."  said  the 
left-wing  critic  J.G.  Quiggin.  Which 
says  it  all,  although  Quiggin  is  in  fact 
a  character  -  in'  tiie  Dance,  here 
discussing  another  character. 

•’  There  is  sometihing  abdut  Powell'S 
work  that  brings  out  the  working- 
class  hero  who  lurks  in  every  middle- 
class  heart,  waiting  only  to  meet  a 
genuine  patrician  to  be  let  loose. 
Powell's  fans  can  argue,  and  rightly, 
that  there  are  very  many  non-aristo¬ 
crats  in  The  Dance  —  more  than  in 
Shakespeare. ,  But  the  snobbery  is 
always  there:  quiet,  understated,  the 
more  gafiihg  for  that 
Powell’s  memoirs  are  foil  of  genea¬ 
logies,  more  fascinating  to  the  author 
than  to  his  readers:  His  diaries  are 
fUll  of  annoying  remarks  about  wine. 
There  is  no  more  point  in  defending 
Powell's  snobbery  than  in  defending 
Kipling’S  imperialism.  - 
"A  novelist  writes  what  he.is.  That 
is  equally  true  of  authors  who  deal 
with  medieval  romance,  or  journeys 
to  the  Moon."  Words  of  the  novelist 
X-Trapnd,  which  go  some  way  to 
covering  Powell  ana  .his  sodaJ  as¬ 
sumptions.  Trapnef,  although  not  an 
aristocrat  —  decidedly  down-  at-heel. 

•  in  factf- is  a  character  in  the  Donee: 

-  Marry,  people :  dislike  Powell 
because  -they  dislike  the  world  he  • 
portrays,  and  count  themselves  mor¬ 
ally  serious  beings  for  doing  so.  But 
this  is  tike  saying  Ulysses  is  a  bad 
book  because  you  have  never  cared 
for  Dublin.  I  am  a  stand-up-and-be- 
counted  whale-saver  myself,  but  I 
could  not  get  through  Whale  Nation. 
which  shares  my  views.  Moby  Dick, 
however,  is  one  of  the  best  things  I 
have  ever  read.  To  disapprove  of 
Melville  on  eco-moral  grounds 
misses  both  the  point  and  a  treat. 

To  write  off  Pdwell  for  social- 
political  reasons  is  just  as  bad.  The 
moral  importance  of  a  book  does  not 
depend  on  the  political  views  tiie 
author  held,  any  more  than  it 
depends  on  the  kind  of  life  he  led. 
X-Trapnd.  talking  of  Satyricon  and 
dealing  prophetically  with  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  political  correctness  in  the 
novel,  asks:.  “Who  cares  which  way  _ 
Trimalchio  voted,  or  that  he  was  a  bit 
temperamental  towards  his  slaves?" 

The  fact  that,  people  are  still 
uncomfortable  about  the  Dance  — 
the  last  novel  was  published  22  years 
ago,  the  first  42  years  ago  —  is 
perhaps  a  sign  not  of  its  failings  but 
of  Its  greatness.  The  best  fiction  in 
English  since  tiie  war?  I  think  so. 
Never  trust  the  teller,  trust  the  tale. 


Panel  pinned 

WHY  does  the  Booker  Prize  always  end  in  controversy?  This  year.  I 
gather,  a  dispute  has  already  broken  our  before  the  verdict  has  bom 
delivered.  The  judges  have  been  banned  from  attending  the  party  before 
the  awards  ceremony  next  week  to  prevent  them  from  leaking  their 
decision  to  other  guests  (or.  worse,  the  media).  They  are  not  happy. 

This  follows  an  incident  last  year  r — - - 


when  one  of  the  judges,  the  author 
AN.  Wilson,  apparently  unhappy 
with  the  panel’s  derision,  is  said  to 
have  let  slip  the  result. 

This  year  the  five  judges,  indud- 
i  ing  authors  Lady  Rachel  Billington 
and  Dan  Jacobson,  will  be  shut  in  a 
small  room  and  drip-fed  cham¬ 
pagne  while  guests  socialise  out¬ 
side.  At  dinner,  the  judges  will 
crouch  at  an  isolated  table  until  the 
,  chairman  announces  the  winner.  It 
is  likely  to  be  awkward,  since  they 
are  usually  cm  blood-letting  terms 
after  hours  of  bickering. 

“We  have  spent  an  awful  lot  of 
time  reading  these  books  and  we 
are  now  being  treated  very  badly," 
3  says  one  judge.  “I  feel  strongly 
about  this."  But  Carmen  Callil. 


chairman  of  last  year’s  prize,  has 
lirtle  sympathy:  “It’s  quite  right 
that  they  should  dine  separately. 
They’re  jolly  lucky  to  get  fed  at  all." 

•  BAD  news  for  Chris  Fatten. 
Mints  that  he  will  slip  back  into 
Westminster  by  inheriting  John 
Major's  Huntingdon  seat  have 
been  ruled  out.  Before  the  election, 
the  then  PM  privately  assured  his 
local  party  that  he  would  serve  the 
full  term  of  this  Parliament.  He 
renewed  this  pledge  recently.  I  also 
gather  that  Major  has  been  told, 
curtly,  that  even  if  he  were  to  step 
down,  the  seat  is  not  his  to  hand  on 
a  silver  salver  to  Patten.  Looks  as  if 
the  former  Governor  will  have  to 
loiter  in  France  for  a  bit  longer. 


■  P.Saf  $Fi 


h#r/  mci 


No  offence 

IT  JUST  isn’t  Neil  Hamilton’s  life. 
The  disgraced  MP*s  latest  attempt 
to  prove  how  terribly  maligned  he 
is  has,  er,  failed.  This  me  begins 
with  his  Tatton  election  campaign 
and  an  advertisement  taken  in  a 
local  paper  by  Mohamed  Al  Fayed. 
It  promoted  a  book  entitled  Sleaze. 
Funnily  enough.  Mr  Hamilton 
features  in  it. 

Beljeving  the  “offensive"  ad  un¬ 
dermined  his  candidature,  he  com¬ 
plained  to  the  Advertising 
Standards  Authority.  The  judg¬ 
ment  seemed  to  be  swinging  Ham¬ 
ilton’s  way,  but  then  Sir  Gordon 


•  OLD  TIMES 
JEFFREY  ARCHER'S  caB 
for  unity  surprised  some  who 
recall  his  remarks  in  1985: 
"You  wouldn't  buy  a  used  car 
off  this  Government”  To 
charges  of  disloyally  he 
repfted:  ‘Tm  the  senior 
volunteer  in  the  party,  so  1  can 
say  what  IBRa” 


Downey  published  his  report  The 
ASA's  verdict:  "If  he  had  been 
involved  in ’sleaze’  and  the  contents 
of  the  book  were  broadly  true,  then 
the  complaint  was  unwarranted." 

•  THERE  is  a  bloodthirsty  tone  to 
the  CV  of  James  Pure  Joy.  trouser 
interest  in  the  televisual  adapta¬ 
tion  of  Anthony  Powell's  ttpper- 
crust yam,  A  Dance  to  the  Music  of 
Time.  Before  hitting  drama  school, 
young  Purefoy  had  embarked  on  a 
'career  as  a  piglet-castrator  in 

Somerset.  "/  ooula  get  through  SO 

little  pigs  a  day r  he  malls.  * Tm 
not  squeamish  in  the  least  —  we 
grew  up  next  door  to  an  abattoir.” 


Soppy  date 

PRINCE  EDWARD  has  taken 
charge  of  plans  to  celebrate  his  par¬ 
ents'  golden  wedding  anniversary 


A  piglet's  nightmare:  Purefoy 


at  the  Festival  Hall  in  November. 
His  theme?  Romance,  and  the  en¬ 
during  nature  of  marriage. 

“It's  all  been  Edward's  idea." 
says  a  courtier.  It  is  a  “family, cele¬ 
bration"  for  250  friends  including 
all  the  Royal  Families  of  Europe, 
plus  2.700  guests  paying  £400  a 
throw.  Senior  actors  will  play  roles 
from  Shakespeare.  Sophie  *Rhys- 
Jones.  Prince  Edwara's  friend, 
might  be  interested  to  hear  that 
they  will  act  out  scenes  from  Ro¬ 
meo  and  JulieL 

•  DRAINED  after  a  bumpy  con¬ 
ference.  William  Hague  is  to  recu¬ 
perate  among  the  beer-and-chips  . 
crowd  on  the  Costa  Bravo.  He  will 
be  joined  by  Sebastian  Coe,  who 
spent  mast  of  last  week  grumbling 
that  he  had  not  had  time  to  scam¬ 
per  across  Blackpool's  golden 
beach.  He  will  meet  retired  British 
members  of  the  Conservatives 
Abroad  Group  in  the  resort  of  Cal- 
pe,  a  ntecca  for  bunkered 
Thatcherites.  Hague  will  be  wel¬ 
comed  on  Monday  by  the  Anglo¬ 
phile  Mayor,  The  bracing  Javier- 
Maroto ,  who  makes  Franco  look 
like  a  Heathite.  And  he  thought 
being  leader  would  be  fun . . . 


•  NEW  TIMES 
THE  First  Sea  Lord,.  !  . 
Admiral  Sir  Jock  Stater,  has 
been  required  to  give  a 
urine  sample  to  prove  he  is 
rut  on  drugs  as  pad  ofaO'1- 
dampdown  by  the  Ministry  of 
Defence,  which  says: .MHe  v .  . 
was  negative  but  he  has  to  be 
treated  fflve  everyone  "else." f  • 


Luwy  to  see  you:  Cameron  Mackintosh  and  chorus  girts 


HOPING  to  boost  his  ageing 
West  End  musical,  Les 
Misembles,  ‘Cameron  Mackin¬ 
tosh  threw  a  party.  So  when  the 
curtain  fell  on  Wednesday  eve¬ 
ning.  chorus  girls  rushed  to  join 
Mackintosh  and  his  director. 
Trevor  Nunn,  for  bubbly  and 
eftidten  satays  in  the  basement 
of  the  Palace  Theatre. 

Talk  turned  to  Diana,  The 
Musical,  which  Mackintosh,  I 
gathered,  might  produce. 
“Someone  in  California  has  sent 
me  a  script,"  he  said  coyly,  "bur 


Itn  worried  that  it  would  be 

ramer  bad  taste  to  do  it  so  soon." 

Trevor  Nunn  appeared  less 
*7**?  a**  ’interesting 
idea,  he  admitted.  "Some  might 

say  we  have  a  duty  to  bring  the 
tragedy  to  life.  Andrew  Lloyd 
Webber  would  be  perfect  to 
comprae  it,  but  it  would  be  too 
painful  tor  him  —  he  was  such  a 
dose  friend  of  Diana’s.  We  all 
were."  Hirun ... 


Jasper  Gerard 
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CHANGE  AND  THE  TORIES 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

1  Pennington  Street.  London  El  9XN  Telephone  017I-7S2  5000 


Hague  learns  the  lessons  of  failure  —  and 


success 


For the  second  time  in  a  fortnight,  a  political 
eader  stood  before  his  party  yesterday  and 
***  truths  that  left  them  a  little  be¬ 
wildered.  Tony  Blair  had  already  lectured 
ms  activists  on  the  hard  choices  that  would 
face  Labour  m  government.  William  Hague 
tried  to  explain  to  his  supporters  why  they 
out  of  tune  with  the  country  and  what 

they  needed  to  do  to  win  back  the  trust  of  the 

V  Neither  audience  was  entirely  happy 

wrtn  die  prescription:  but  for  neither  is  there 
any  alternative. 

Mr  Hague  came  to  Blackpool  as  unsure  of 

his  activists  as  they  were  of  him.  They  have 
been  pleasantly  surprised  by  his  confidence, 
assurance  and  oratorical  skills.  To  field  him 
on  Tuesday  straight  after  John  Major  was  a 
clever  way  of  reminding  the  party  how  lack¬ 
ing  in  these  skills  his  predecessor  had  been. 
Mr  Hague  is  the  first  party  leader  since  Neil 
Kinnock  who  has  oratory  in  his  blood 

This  week  the  new  young  leader  began  to 
grow  the  roots  of  loyalty  dial  have  such  a 
fierce  hold  in  the  Conservative  Party.  He 
appealed  over  the  heads  of  his  MPs  to  the 
activists  in  the  hall,  offering  them  more 
power  and  supporting  their  analysis  that  it 
was  the  parliamentary  party  that  was  to 
blame  for  the  general  election  defeat.  This 
bond  of  loyalty  should  repay  him  when  tile 
members  are  given  a  large  share  of  the  votes 
in  any  future  leadership  election.  MPs  may 
snipe  at  Mr  Hague,  but  if  party  members 
have,  as  expected,  nearly  40  per  cent  of  the 
votes,  he  is  unlikely  to  be  ousted 

His  position  has  also  been  buttressed  by 
the  fact  that  his  prescription  for  change  — 
bringing  a  greater  humanity,  tolerance  and 
compassion  to  the  Tory  party  —  has  been 
reinforced  by  Michael  Portillo.  Had  Mr 
Hague’s  move  been  disdained  by  the  Right 
he  would  have  opened  up  a  vulnerable  flank.  ' 
As  it  is,  his  combination  of  Euroscepticism 


and  libera]  social  policies  is  now  sanctified 
by  his  main  leadership  opponent  —  and 
creates  the  potential  for  the  party  to  begin  its 
climb  back  to  popular  esteem. 

If  some  vocal  Conservative  activists 
thought  this  week  that  defeat  was  entirely 
the  fault  of  MPS,  others  have  understood 
that  two  other  factors  were  also  at  work,  bad 
government  and  harsh  rhetoric.  The  con¬ 
ference  audience  refused  on  Tuesday  to 
accept  that  John  Major  himself  should  take 
some  share  of  the  blame.  Mr  Hague, 
however,  hinted  as  much,  both  by 
apologising — at  last — for  the  debacle  of  the 
ERM,  and  by  notably  failing  to  mention  his 
predecessor  by  name  during  the  entire 
course  of  his  speech. 

Regaining  their  reputation  for  competence 
will,  as  Labour  discovered,  be  a  frustrating 
process  for  .  the  Tories.  Margaret  Thatcher 
was  still  reminding .  voters  of  Labour’s 
winter  of  discontent  11  years  after  the  fact; 
Tony  Blair  will  keep  memories  of  Blade 
Wednesday  alive  too.  But  Mr  Hague  has 
learnt  another  lesson  from  Mr  Blair:  his 
only  power  in  Opposition  is  over  his  party, 
and  if  he  reforms  die  party  successfully,  and 
demonstrates  leadership  over  his  MPs,  he 
may  find  a  platform  for  power. 

As  for  abandoning  the  rhetoric  of  intol¬ 
erance  and  learning  the  language  of  compa¬ 
ssion,  Mr  Hague  and  his  colleagues  made  a 
start  this  week.  The  Tory  party’s  most  nec¬ 
essary  transformation  is  to  come  to  terms 
with  the  social  and  cultural  changes  that 
their  own  economic  reforms  unleashed.  It 
will  take  time  for  party  members  to  adjust  to 
the  new  reality.  Some  will  never  do  so.  But,  if 
Mr  Hague’s  conversion  is  genuine,  and  if  he 
continues  to  preach  it  new  members  will  be 
attracted  to  the  Conservatives.  And  that,  as 
Mr  Blair  could  tell  him.  is  the  necessary 
start  of  a  process  of  renewal. 


BLOOD  ON  THE  PARQUET 

Allegations  of  conspiracy  and  counter-conspiracy  rock  France 


France  has  never  been  a  happy  hunting 
ground  for  the  investigative  journalist  One 
reason  that  ft  took  so  long  for  the  political 
and  financial  scandals  of  the  Mitterrand 
years  to  emerge,  or  even  for  the  shameful 
truths  about  Vichy  to  be  properly  investigat¬ 
ed  and  acknowledged,  is  France’s  strong  cul¬ 
ture  of  respect  for  the  State  and  its  servants, 
buttressed  by  a  forbidding  array  of  laws  anc¬ 
ient  and  modem  against  bringing  either  into 
disrepute.  Even  today,  the  rare  televised  in¬ 
terviews  with  the  President  are  so  reverent 
that,  to  envious  politicians  elsewhere,  they 
have  the  flavour  of  a  royal  audience.  All 
polls  show  that  the  French  like  it  that  way. 

Two  journalists  of  the  satirical  journal 
Canard  Enchain#  have  now  ruptured  this 
smooth  veneer.  In  doing  so,  they  have  united 
the  entire  political  class,  from  President 
Chirac  down,  against  them  and  —  as 
France’s  journalists  nervously  anticipate  — 
against  the  media  in  general.  Their  sensa¬ 
tional  book,  which  without  naming  names 
or  providing  proof  accuses  two  leading 
French  politicians  of  ordering  the  security 
forces  to  murder  a  French  MP,  may  well 
have  played  foul  with  the  rules  of  evidence. 
What  is  certain  is  that  they  have  flouted  the 
usual  constraints  that  govern  relations- 
between  politics  and  the  press. 

For  M  Chirac,  this  thin  volume  “threatens 
French  democracy,  the  rule  of  law,  our 
liberties  and  personal  dignity".  It  should  do 
nothing  of  the  kind  in  a  confident  democ¬ 
racy,  equipped  with  some  of  Europe’s  stiffest 
libel  and  privacy  laws.  He  would  have  been 
wiser  to  await  the  courts’  verdict  The 
Dolitical  rush  to  judgment  indicates  nervous¬ 
ness  that  true  or  false,  the  book  directs  an 
unwelcome  spotlight  on  the  least  salubrious 
romer  of  French  democracy,  the  political 
viper’s  nest  of  the  C6te  d’Azur. 

One  name,  that  of  Yann  Piat,  has  come  to 
• symbolise  public  disquiet  about  the  roysteri- 
ius  failures  of  the  French  judiciary  to  solve  a 


string  of  murders  and  suspicious  suicides  in 
the  Midi,  which  have  involvement  in  politics 
and  organised  crime  as  their  linking  thread. 
The  woman  her  supporters  call  Yann  d’Arc 
was  a  beautiful,  fiery  right-wing  MP 
publicly  sworn  to  expose  the  deeply  corrupt 
politics  of  her  native  South  of  France, 
including  suspected  links  between  sales  of 
Defence  Ministry  land  and  the  Mafia.  Since 
the  night  in  1994  when  she  was  gunned 
down  by  two  young  thugs  who  have  yet  to  be 
brought  to  trial,  her  murder  has  given  rise  to 
about  as  many  conspiracy  theories  as  has 
the  assassination  of  John  F.  Kennedy. 

It  is  a  comment  mi  the  deservedly  low 
reputation  of  the  political  bosses  of  the  Cole 
d’Azur  that  her  murder  has  widely  been 
assumed  to  have  been  a  contract  killing 
involving  both  the  mafia  and  prominent 
politicians.  Even  so,  as  our  Pans  corres¬ 
pondent  reports  on  page  16.  it  is  a  giant  leap 
from  such  speculation  to  the  act  of  all  but 
naming  those  responsible,  as  the  book  does, 
as  Francois  Leotard,  former  Defence  Min¬ 
ister  and  Mayor  of  neighbouring  Frfjus  and 
leader  of  the  UDF,  and  Jean-Claude 
Gaudjn,  the  powerful  Mayor  of  Marseilles. 
The  two  men  have  rightly  challenged  the 
authors  in  court  to  produce  their  evidence  — 
which,  they  now  claim,  is  available  only 
from  an  unnamed  “deep  throat"  in  the 
armed  services. 

What  chiefly  excites  the  politicians,  how¬ 
ever.  is  not  the  conspiracy  alleged,  but  the 
quite  different  conspiracy  theory  that  foe 
journalists  have  been  put  up  to  this  stunt  by 
"secret  political  cells"  out  to  discredit  foe 
Centre-Right  in  forthcoming  regional  elec¬ 
tions  in  foe  South  of  France.  That  would  pro¬ 
bably  benefit  the  National  Front.  This  is  the 
anxiety  behind  M  Chirac’s  outburst.  But  the 
best  remedy  is  a  determined  public  assault, 
starting  with  reopening  the  Piat  murder 
inquiry,  on  the  corruption  that  imparts  to 
this  smoke  its  damaging  whiff  of  fire. 


ROMAN  AWAY  DAY 

In  the  Colosseum  the  lions  usually  came  out  the  winners 


)h,  to  be  in  Rome  now  that  Saturdays  there! 
unshine  is  forecast.  This  late  Italian 
ummer  is  averaging  a  temperature  10 
egrees  higher  than  in  London.  And  Rome 
as  been  the  favourite  destination  For  Eng- 
sh  visitors  since  a  Pope  flattered  the  first 
^voluntary  tourists  from  England  by  de¬ 
lating  them  to  be  not  Angles  but  angels. 

I  For  medieval  pilgrims  and  young  ladies 
|id  gentlemen  making  their  Grand  Tour, 
iome  was  either  their  spiritual  or  worldly 
jhmmit,  and  often  both.  Two  centuries  ago 
toward  Gibbon  found  the  inspiration  for 
p  life’s  work  there,  as  he  sat  musing  amidst 
le  ruins  of  foe  CapitoL  Rome  has  always 
second  or  ideal  home  for  foe  English 
raiantics:  “Everyone  soon  or  late  comes 
■und  by  Rome." 

And  for  those  English  who  are  lucky’ 
ough  to  be  in  Rome  today,  there  is  so 
uch  going  on.  The  55th  Italian  Govern¬ 
or  since  the  Second  World  War  has 
Uapsed.  and  intricate  negotiations  are 
icing  place  to  cobble  together  either  the 
th  or  a  general  election.  There  is  the 
i  miring  debate  about  which  works  of  Eur- 
ean  painting  may  have  to  be  lost  in  order 
rescue  the  upper  basilica  of  the  Franciscan 
mplex  at  Assisi.  The  draughty  new  styles 
Milan  Fashion  Week  have  just  arrived  in 
?  smart  shops  of  the  Via  Coudotti. 

*nd  today,  as  you  may  have  noticed 
ewhere  in  The  Tunes,  there  is  also  a 


football  match  in  Rome.  Statistically,  in  foe 
-  19  frill  internationals  that  England  have 
played  against  Italy  since  1933,  each  side  has 
won  seven  times,  with  five  draws.  Nostal¬ 
gically,  the  last  time  England  won  in  Italy 
was  in  Rome  in  1961,  the  year  when  the  £20  a 
week  wage  for  professional  footballers  was 
abolished  and  after  which  Gerry  Hitchens 
and  Jimmy  Greaves,  who  scored  England’s 
clinching  goals,  foot  the  golden  trail  to 
Italian  dubs-  Financially,  an  England  win  is 
calculated  to  earn  each  player  in  foe  squad 
at  least  an  extra  £100,000  in  fees  and  other 
accessories  and  perquisites. 

Since  England’s  last  win  in  Italy,  foe  game 
has  become  a  global  business  and  passion. 
Some  of  foe  brightest  stars  on  either  side 
play  or  have  played  their  football  in  foe 
opposing  country’s  leagues.  Television  view¬ 
ers  fti  England  and  Italy  are  familiar  with 
the  other  country's  domestic  matches  every 
week.  With  its  improved  international 
image,  new  football  chic  has  arrived.  So  the 
eyes  of  the  world  will  be  on  this  evening’s 
-match  between  two  of  the  world’s  most 
glamorous  and  expensive  teams  for  a  chance 
4o  play  for  the  most  valuable  prize  in 
football:  The  Roman  police  will  try  to  make 
sure  that  the  English  football  supporters 
come  as  dose  to  angels  as  is  humanly 
possible.  And  many  gentlemen  in  England, 
now  a-faed.  will  think  themselves  accursed 
they  are  riot  in  Rome  tonight 


Social  cohesion  in 
‘multicultural’  UK 

From  Lord  Tebbit,  CH 

Sir,  Canon  Smith-Cameron  (letter. 
October  9)  seeks  to  uphold  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  as  an  example  of  multi- 
culture. 

That  is  odd.  Most  Christians  would 
feel  that  the  schism  between  the  Greek 
and  Russian  Orthodox,  the  Holy 
Catholic  Church  and  the  Protestant 
Churches,  most  notably  the  Church  of 
England,  has  weakened  Christianity 
and  led  to  much  quarrelling,  even 
bloodshed,  where  jurisdictions  have 
clashed  or  overlapped. 

I  thought  that  the  ecumenical  move¬ 
ment  was  about  bringing  Christians 
together  to  share  a  common  doctrine 
and  liturgy  in  order  to  preserve  the 
Christian  identity  distinct  from  that  of 
the  other  great  religions. 

I  am  left  wondering  if  the  Canon  re¬ 
joices  in  foe  memory  of  the  crusaders 
holding  the  borders  of  Christendom 
against  Islam,  or  if  he  is  ashamed  ai 
the  violence  and  cruelty  of  the  cru¬ 
sades  which  upheld  Christianity. 

Yours  faithfully. 

TEBBIT. 

House  of  Lords. 

October  10. 

From  the  Right  Reverend 
Lord  Habgood 

Sir.  -Multicultural"  is  a  weasel  word 
which  seems  to  have  at  least  three 
meanings. 

A  multicultural  society  might  be 
one  in  which  (i)  a  majority  culture 
tolerates  minorities,  or  (ii)  a  majority 
culture  welcomes  and  encourages 
minorities,  or  Oii)  there  is  a  mixture  of 
cultures  existing  side  by  side,  with 
none  predominating. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  a  stable  soci¬ 
ety  could  exist  with  the  third  and  1 
cannot  think  of  any  country  which  fits 
this  description.  Fear  of  That  can 
throw  a  blight  on  the  second,  which  I 
suspect  is  the  primary  meaning  most 
people  have  in  mind  when  they  wel¬ 
come  multiculturalism.  The  first  looks 
mean,  but  may  represent  a  necessary 
stage  through  which  countries  have  to 
pass  in  coming  to  terms  with  actual 
cultural  diversity,  as  in  Northern 
Ireland. 

Unless  these  meanings  are  distin¬ 
guished  from  one  another,  no  sensible 
discussion  of  the  subject  is  possible. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  HABGOOD. 

IS  The  Mount, 

Maltan,  North  Yorkshire. 

October  9. 

From  Mr  Philip  Skelsey 

Sir.  Writing  about  Australia  four 
years  ago  Ferdinand  Mount  posed  the 
question:  “How  much  common  cul¬ 
ture  is  necessary  to  maintain  social 
cohesion  in  a  multi-ethnic  society?" 
(77 te  Times  Literary  Supplement.  Au¬ 
gust  20. 1993). 

Instead  of  merely  reviling  Lord  Teb¬ 
bit.  his  critics  should  spell  out  pre¬ 
cisely  how  they  would  deal  with  his 
concerns,  which  must  be  shared  by 
very  many  people.  In  the  new  situ¬ 
ation  which  Labour  is  creating,  what 
exactly  are  the  components  of  com¬ 
mon  culture  to  be?  From  which  ethnic 
groups  are  these  to  be  derived  and  in 
what  proportions? 

Yours  faithfully, 

PHILIP  SKELSEY. 

32/B  Abbey  Road.  NW8. 

October  8. 

From  the  Executive  Officer 
of  the  Professional  Council 
for  Religious  Education 

Sir.  This  week,  in  the  national  religi¬ 
ous  education  festival,  thousands  of 
schools  have  celebrated  the  way  they 
can  help  young  people  to  feel  secure  in 
their  own  beliefs  and  values,  and  ex¬ 
plore  the  beliefs  and  values  held  by 
others. 

I  have  been  unsuccessful  in  encour¬ 
aging  the  press  to  write  about  this  {not 
controversial  enough.  I’m  told),  but  a 
few  words  from  Lord  Tebbit  on  his 
hostility  to  our  multicultural  society 
has  yielded  acres  of  coverage. 

Perhaps  he  should  go  back  to  school 
for  some  up-todate  religious  edu¬ 
cation. 

Sincerely. 

LAT  BLAYLOCK, 

Executive  Officer. 

Professional  Council  for 
Religious  Education. 

Royal  Buildings. 

Victoria  Street  Derby. 

October  9. 


Masterpieces  of  tranquil  Norfolk 


BA  cover-up 

From  Mr  Mike  Rainham 

Sir,  Watching  Baroness  Thatcher 
drape  the  tail  of  a  British  Airways 
model  aeroplane  with  a  handkerchief 
was.  perhaps,  the  most  telling  mo¬ 
ment  ai  foe  Conservative  Party  confer¬ 
ence  (report  and  photograph,  October 
10).  If  ever  a  spectacle  summed  up  the 
task  faring  William  Hague,  then  it 
was  surely  this  act  of  self-regarding 
pomp. 

Fc.-mer  prime  ministers  and  presi¬ 
dents  of  other  countries  seem  happy  to 
observe  the  unwritten  protocols  which 
their  status  makes  necessary,  if  only 
for  reasons  of  common  sense.  Perhaps 
Baroness  Thatcher  ought  to  begin 
accepting,  as  others  have  been  forced 
to  do.  that  when  foe  cumin  falls,  it 
really  is  time  to  leave. 

Sincerely. 

MIKE  RAINHAM, 

22  High  Street, 

Sutton  Coldfield,  West  Midlands. 
October  10. 


From  Mr  Roger  Last 

Sir,  Simon  Jenkins's  view  of  Somerset 
versus  Norfolk  churches  (Towers 
built  on  wool",  October  4)  is  purely 
subjective.  His  arguments  in  favour  of 
Somerset  are  hardly  convincing. 

One  point  in  particular  he  misses  is 
the  technical  marvel  of  being  able  to 
fashion  churches  at  all  from  such  an 
unlikely  and  unmanageable  material 
as  flint.  The  construction  of  scores  of 
architectural  masterpieces  from  these 
fragments  is  nothing  short  of  miracu¬ 
lous.  Church-building  using  stone  is 
relatively  easy. 

What  astonishes  me  is  his  descrip¬ 
tion  of  Norfolk  as  both  gloomy  and 
dull.  Gloomy,  this  dry.  sun-drenched 
county,  with  its  brilliant  sharp  light? 
It  is  telling  that  the  great  landscape 
painters  of  England  came  from,  and 
painted,  the  east.  Not  for  them  the 
obvious  appeal  of  hills  and  valleys, 
but  a  subtler  more  tranquil  beauty  of 
oak  tree,  cornfield,  cortage  and  un¬ 
limited  sky. 

Norfolk  spurns  the  superficial  visi¬ 
tor.  But  to  those  who  choose  to  take 
the  time  and  trouble  it  yields  up  its 
subtle  and  haunting  beauty,  a  rich¬ 
ness  that  endlessly  rewards. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ROGER  LAST. 

Tlte  Mill  House, 

Corpusty,  Norwich,  Norfolk. 

October  6. 

From  Mr  Andrew  Anderson 

Sir,  There  are  more  than  15.000  parish 
churches  in  England  and  it  is  invidi¬ 
ous  to  make  comparisons.  I  know  an 
unprepossessing  Yorkshire  church 
that  has  an  early  14th-century  effigy  of 
a  lady  which  beats  anything  in  Nor¬ 
folk  or  Somerset:  Suffolk  is  best  for 
fire  engines  and  roasting  spits. 

For  Simon  Jenkins  to  say.  on  the 


Playgroup  closures 

From  Viscount  Falkland 

Sir,  Can  anyone  not  be  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  about  foe  news  that  S00  play¬ 
groups  have  closed  and  that  this  is 
likely  to  increase  to  more  than  2.000  in 
the  foreseeable  future  (reports,  Sep¬ 
tember  29)? 

About  800,000  children  go  to  play¬ 
groups  represented  by  the  Pre-School 
Early  Learning  Alliance,  and  a  very 
high  proportion  —  about  a  third  —  of 
these  under-fives  are  growing  up  in 
families  where  poverty:  UJ-heaith  and 
poor  housing  are  the  norm.  These  are 
the  children  most  at  risk  from  severe 
deprivation  in  later  life,  and  the  play¬ 
groups  give  a  lifeline  to  them  and  to 


Home  services 

From  Dr  Serena  North 

Sir,  On  the  Today  programme  this 
morning  Harriet  Harman  agreed- 
with  the  interviewer  that  an  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  experienced  childcare 
workers  would  be  required  in  order  to 
encourage  single  mothers  back  into 
the  workplace. 

May  I  poinr  out  that  a  trained  work¬ 
force  is  already  in  place,  whose  mem¬ 
bers  work  a  24-hour  shift,  do  not  take 
sick  leave  and  rarely  go  on  holiday. 
They  are  called  mothers  (or  fathers)  at 
home.  Some  are  able  to  job-share  (par¬ 
ents),  others  have  to  do  the  job  single- 
handed. 

Sadly,  they  are  undervalued  and 
hence  largely  unrewarded  for  Their 
service  to  the  nation.  This  is  what  this 
Government  needs  to  rectify  if  it 
wishes  to  improve  the  emotional  as 
well  as  die  physical  and  spiritual 
health  of  the  next  generation  of  voters. 

Yours  faithfully, 

SERENA  NORTH. 

Care  (Christian  Action 
Research  and  Education). 

53  Romney  Street,  SW1. 

October  3. 


Medical  risk-takers 

From  Dr  Gordon  Manson-Bahr 

Sir.  The  proposed  injection  of  a  weak¬ 
ened  but  live  strain  of  the  HIV  virus 
into  a  dozen  healthy  people,  including 
Dr  Charles  Farthing  (report,  Septem¬ 
ber  29),  has  parallels  in  the  histoiy  of 
medicine. 

My  great-grandfather.  Sir  Patrick 
Manson,  who  with  Sir  Ronald  Ross 
pioneered  the  discovery  of  the  malaria 
parasite  and  die  theory  of  mosquito- 
borne  transmission,  did  his  original 
work  by  letting  his  Chinese  gardener. 
Hinlo.  get  bitten  in  his  famous  mos¬ 
quito  hut  in  Amoy.  China.  This  impor¬ 
tant  experiment  helped  to  prove  foe 
theory  of  mosquito  transmission  of 
diseases. 


Nuns’  retreat 

From  Mrs  John  Murray 

Sir,  It  will  be  dreadfully  sad  if  the 
delightful  San  Girolamo  hospice  — 
perched  just  below  Fiesole  and  run  by 
Irish  “Blue  Nuns" — is  forced  to  dose, 
accused  of  having  become  a  luxury 
hotel  (report,  October  6). 

When  we  stayed  there  many  years 
ago  we  slept  in  a  simple  cell-like  room, 
ate  (usually  Irish  stew)  and  prayed 
communally.  The  guests  were  writers 
at  work,  serious  an  students,  a  few 
clerics  and  the  like,  all  revelling  as 
they  must  today  in  the  peace  they 
found  there. 

Before  leaving  England  we  asked 
foe  Mother  Superior  whether  we 
could  bring  her  anything.  “Tins  of 


Feast  of  St  Francis,  that  you  rarefy 
encounter  a  living  soul  in  these  build¬ 
ings  begs  an  interesting  question.  In 
my  experience  old  churches  swarm 
with  creatures,  many  of  them  protect¬ 
ed  species,  to  the  despair  of  the  armies 
of  cleaners  which  are  the  Church  of 
England's  first  line  of  defence. 

It  is  these  people  —  the  ones  who 
give  up  their  Saturday  afternoons  to 
polish  woodwork  and  brass,  cut  foe 
grass  in  graveyards,  sweep  floors, 
change  the  flowers  and  wash  cassocks 
and  altar  linen  —  who  cry  out  for 
appreciation. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ANDREW  ANDERSON  (architect), 

I  The  Close,  Norwich.  Norfolk. 
October  4. 

From  Mr  A.  P.  Anderson 

Sir.  For  Mr  Jenkins  to  say  that  most 
Norwich  churches  "are  now  heart¬ 
broken  refugees  from  Norwich’s  post¬ 
war  desecration"  seems  unfair  on  two 
counts. 

Norwich  set  an  example  to  others  in 
the  way  it  dealt  with  its  unique  collec¬ 
tion  of  andent  churches.  The  city 
council  purchased  foe  freeholds  of 
most  and  the  Norwich  Historic  Chur¬ 
ches  Trust  came  into  being,  not  to  be 
confused  with  the  later,  admirable 
Norfolk  Churches  Trust. 

Alternative  use  has  not  diminished 
foe  contribution  these  buildings  make 
to  the  city's  fabric.  As  for  the  so-called 
desecration,  many  think  that  Norwich 
has  done  rather  well,  in  spite  of  loss 
through  wartime  bombing,  in  keep¬ 
ing  its  medieval  street  pattern  and  its 
marked  individuality. 

Yours  faithfully. 

A.  P.  ANDERSON. 

14  Barn  Meadow. 

Trowse.  Norwich,  Norfolk. 

October  4. 


their  parents,  or  parent.  The  danger  to 
our  society  from  these  closures  is 
clear. 

Cannot  the  political  parties  find 
some  true  consensus  to  deal  urgently 
with  the  threat  to  these  children?  The 
signs  are  not  good:  Labour  blames  foe 
situation  on  foe  Conservatives  for 
introducing  die  nursery  voucher 
scheme,  and  the  Tories  blame  Labour 
for  allowing  the  holding  of  classes  in 
primary  schools  as  a  substitute  for 
nursery  provision.  They  are  both  right 
of  course:  but  it  does  not  help  solve  a 
problem  which  we  ignore  at  our  peril. 

Yours  truly, 

FALKLAND. 

House  of  Lords. 

October  8. 


No  trade 

From  Mrs  Margaret  Felling 

Sir.  I  read  with  interest  (article. 
Homes.  October  I)  of  foe  sixth  house 
move  in  13  years  planned  by  City  fund 
manager  Nicola  Horlick  and  family. 
Don't  people  like  this  ever  find  any¬ 
where  they  can  love,  want  to  stay  in 
and  call  home,  and  abandon  the  re¬ 
lentless  business  of  trading  up? 

By  their  standards.  I  suppose  my 
family  and  I  live  in  a  wreck.  Were 
been  in  it  since  1979:  our  son.  now  19. 
kicked  his  first  football  in  foe  back 
garden,  and  our  14-year-old  daughter 
was  conceived  here.  The  kitchen  des¬ 
perately  needs  redecorating,  but  that 
would  mean  taking  down  foe  pictures 
and  drawings  which  the  kids  did 
when  they  were  lirtie,  and  they  arc  so 
fragile  by  now  that  we’d  never  ger 
them  up  again  intact. 

Our  son  still  kicks  a  football  about 
in  the  garden  when  he’s  home  from 
university  —  those  bits,  that  is,  .which 
our  daughter  has  not  yet  claimed  for 
the  rabbit  run. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MARGARET  PEUJNG. 

36  Oxford  Road.  Cumnor.  Oxford. 


My  father  continued  in  this  Tradi¬ 
tion  by  injecting  one  of  his  friends,  a 
parasitologist  who  had  volunteered  to 
be  given  the  serum  of  an  African  bush 
buck,  to  prove  that  this  animal  was 
foe  reservoir  of  African  Trypanosomi¬ 
asis  (sleeping  sickness).  Both  foe  vol¬ 
unteers  survived. 

Dr  Charles  Farthing  is  to  be 
applauded,  and  not  regarded  as  lack- ' 
ing  in  scientific  judgment.  My  great¬ 
grandfather  was  regarded  as  mad 
until  Ids  research  was  seen  to  have 
influenced  foe  course  of  tropical 
medicine. 

Yours  faithfully. 

GORDON  MANSON-BAHR. 

Boden  House.  Hall  Lane. 

Tharsron.  Norwich.  Norfolk. 

October  2. 


Bird’s  Custard  and  bottles  of  tomato 
ketchup."  she  replied. 

No  doubt  much  has  changed  since 
then,  bur  difficult  to  imagine  nine 
nuns  aged  between  65  and  95  success¬ 
fully  running  a  luxury  hotel. 

Yours  faithfully. 

DIANA  MURRAY, 

38  Elizabeth  Court. 

Milmans  Street.  SW10. 

Ocioberb. 
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Picking  the  bones 
of  Saxon  warhorse 

From  Colonel  .4.  L  Mallinson 

Sir.  You  write  (leading  article,  “Old 
warhorse".  October  &  report  and 
phoiograph.  same  day)  that  scholars 
will  have  ro  rethink  their  accepted 
notion  of  a  Saxon  warlord  riding  into 
battle  on  a  pony  and  dismounting  to 
fight,  because  "the  Lakenheaih  horse 
was  huge  for  its  period". 

However,  after  closer  examination 
of  foe  bones,  it  now  appears  more  like¬ 
ly  that  foe  horse  was  abour  14  hands 
(and  therefore  a  pony)  rather  than  foe 
16  hands  that  foe  USAF  veterinary 
surgeons,  unable  to  make  detailed 
measurements,  at  first  estimated. 

Even  if  foe  horse  were  15  hands, 
however,  it  would  be  significantly  big¬ 
ger  than  the  native  British  breeds  of 
foe  6th  century.  Yet  this  in  itself  would 
say  only  so  much  about  the  equipage 
of  Saxon  mounted  warriors. 

The  Saxons  (and  foe  Danes]  im¬ 
ported  stallions  from  northern  Eur¬ 
ope  specifically  io  improve  native 
stock.  These  would  undoubtedly  have 
included  coldbloods  standing  15 
hands,  and  more,  descended  from  the 
sturdy  Diluvial  type  which  the  Goths 
had  domesticated.  A  warlord  would 
have  ridden  a  stallion,  and  therefore 
possibly  one  of  these  bigger,  foreign 
breeds.  The  circumference  of  foe 
Lakenheaih  horse’s  cannon  bone 
should  eventually  give  a  better  idea  of 
its  build  and.  thereby,  its  breed. 

No  stirrups  were  found  in  foe 
grave,  as  you  point  out,  though  we 
cannot  entirely  discount  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  non-metal  (leather)  ones  having 
decomposed.  Realistically,  however,  it 
would  have  been  another  half-century 
or  so  before  foe  stirrups  with  which 
the  Avars  and  Huns  overran  Eastern 
Europe  could  have  readied  these 
shores,  probably  via  foe  Franks.  And 
without  the  stirrup  ft  is  difficult  to 
imagine  foe  Saxon  warlord  fighting 
from  the  saddle  in  a  melee. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ALLAN  MALUNSON, 

The  Cavalry  and  Guards  Club. 

127  Piccadilly,  Wl. 

October  9. 

From  Mrs  Elizabeth  Dineley 

Sir.  How  short  a  time  do  we  have  to  be 
buried  before  ir  is  pmnissible,  even 
acceptable,  for  grinning  archae¬ 
ologists  to  dig  out  our  bones,  prod 
about  among  our  teeth,  disperse  our 
possessions,  take  the  head  off  our 
horse  and  lay  us.  not  to  resr,  in  boxes 
in  museums? 

How  immeasurably  touching  to  see 
foe  phoiograph  of  foe  Saxon  warrior 
and  his  horse.  What  vandalism,  in  the 
name  of  science,  to  rend  them  apart 

Yours  faithfully, 

ELIZABETH  DINELEY, 

Woodlands. 

Berwick  St  Jolm.  Shaftesbury.  Dorset. 
October  8. 

From  His  Honour 
Judge  Gabriel  Hutton 

Sir.  If  1  intended  to  be  buried  with  my 
horse  I  would  be  saddened  to  think 
that  we  might  both  be  exhumed,  at  • 
some  time  in  foe  future,  to  make  way 
for  a  new  dormitory  for  American  air¬ 
men.  When  does  sanctity,  afforded  to 
graves,- run  out? 

Yours  etc. 

GABRIEL  HUTTON 
(Chairman.  The  Berkeley'  Hunt). 
Chestal  House, 

Dursley,  Gloucestershire. 

October  9. 


Not  at  home 

From  Mr  Michael  J.  Dyer 

Sir.  My  answering  machine  has  also 
been  accused  of  telephoning  people 
only  to  announce  that  I  am  out  (Mr 
Trevor  Davies’s  letter.  October  /). 

While  nor  particularly  caring  for  the 
infernal  machine,  I  do  have  to  defend 
its  behaviour  in  these  instances,  as  the 
calls  were  initiated  by  my  awn  absent- 
mindedness.  When  finding  a  called 
number  to  be  engaged.  I  had  activated 
the  wondrous  BT  "Ringback"  system, 
which  telephones  me  when  they  have 
put  their  receiver  down. 

I  then  forget  all  about  it  and  when  it 
rings  my  dutiful  answering  machine 
answers  it:  this  makes  foe  exchange 
think  1  have  picked  up  the  phone  for 
my  automatic  connection  to  the  previ¬ 
ously  engaged  party,  and  the  ex¬ 
change  phones  them.  They  then  have 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  an  ill-in¬ 
formed  machine  telling  them  some¬ 
thing  they  did  not  wish  to  know. 

Bring  hack  foe  carrier  pigeons. 

Yours  sincerely, 

MICHAELJ.  DYER. 

I  Bradlev  Gardens, 

West  Eaiing.  W13. 

October  7. 


Flying  tackle 

From  MrR.  S.  Smith 

Sir.  We  all  know  about  road  rage,  bur 
recently  1  witnessed  what  appears  to 
be  a  new  departure. 

Driving  on  foe  M25, 1  was  passing  a 
van  land  yes,  it  was  white)  whose  driv¬ 
er  leant  out  of  his  window,  gave  a  one- 
fingered  salute  and  roundly  abused 
foe  pilot  of  an  airliner  which  was 
passing  low  over  us  on  foe  approach 
to  Heathrow. 

Unfortunately.  I  was  unable  to  see  if 
foe  pilot  responded. 

Yours  faithfully. 

R.  S.  SMITH. 

21  Winston  Close, 

Frimley  Green.  Surrey. 

October  S. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
October  10:  The  Queen  this  mom- 
tna  visited  Raiwind  School. 
Laihure. 

Her  Majesty  loured  rhe  daw- 
rooms  and  mef  Voluntary  Service 
Overseas  volunteers. 

The  Queen  laier  visited  the 
National  College  of  Arts.  Lahore. 

Her  Majesty  viewed  some  of  the 
galleries  and  met  staff  and 
students. 

The  Queen  afterwards  viewed 
the  “Travellers  in  Tune"  exhibition 
ar  the  Brirish  Coundl  before 
attending  a  Reception. 

Her  Majesty  this  afternoon  at¬ 
tended  a  Luncheon  given  by  the 
Governor  of  Punjab  (Shahid 
Hamid)  at  the  residence  in  Lahore. 

The  Queen  and  The  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  later  flew  to  Islam¬ 
abad.  before  travelling  by  rood  to 
Murree. 

His  Royal  Highness  this  morn¬ 
ing  (lew  to  Chitral  and  visited  a 
British  Aid  Project  at  Bilphok. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  sub- 
•vquendy  attended  a  short 
presentation  of  WWFs  work  in 
Chitral  at  rhe  Governor's  Res¬ 
idence.  and  presented  certificates 
to  WWF  Conservarronists  from 
Chitral. 

His  Royal  Highness  ihis  after¬ 
noon  attended  a  Luncheon  given 
by  the  Governor  of  North-West 


Frontier  Province  (Lieutenant 
General  Arif  Bangash)  ar  the 

Residence. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  after¬ 
wards  watched  a  game  of  Polo, 
before  attending  a  Reception  at  die 
Deputy  Commissioners  House. 
Chitral. 

His  Royal  Highness  afterwards 
visited  Chitral  Fort. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
October  10:  The  Duke  of  York, 
Patron,  this  evening  attended  the 
Annual  Dinner  of  the  Royal 
Blackhearh  Golf  Club  at  the  Royal 
Artillery  Mess.  Woolwich.  London 
SEIS. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
October  1ft  The  Princess  Royal  this 
morning  departed  Gatwfck  Air¬ 
port.  London,  for  Austria. 

Her  Royal  Hignness.  President. 
Save  the  Children  Fund,  this 
afternoon  visited  a  primary  school 
Volkssdiule  Goldschiagstrasse. 
Go!  dschl  agsirasse.  Vienna. 

The  Princess  Royal  this  evening 
attended  the  Four  Hundred  and 
Twenty  Fifth  Anniversary  Gala 
Performance  of  the  Spanish  Riding 
School  in  the  Winter  School  of  the 
Imperial  Castle,  Vienna,  followed 
by  Dinner  at  the  Pallavidni  Palais. 

Mrs  Timothy  Holdemess- 
Roddam  is  in  attendance. 


Today’s  royal 
engagements 

The  Princess  Royal,  as  patron, 
Mmchinhampton  Centre  for  the 
Elderly,  will  open  a  new  building 
at  the  centre.  Windmill  Road. 
Minchinhampton,  Stroud. 
Gloucestershire,  at  4. 

Award  for  BT 

BT  has  received  an  award  for  its 
support  of  people  with  oommu- 
nicacion  difficulties.  Lord  Ashley  of 
Stoke,  CH,  President  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Speech  and  Language 
Therapists,  presented  the  award  at 
a  ceremony  yesterday  at  the  Kings 
Fund  in  London. 

Welsh  Liveiy  Guild 

The  following  have  been  installed 
as  officers  of  the  Welsh  Livery 
Guild  for  the  ensuing  year 
Master.  Dr  David  Townsley- 
Hughes:  Senior  Warden.  Briga¬ 
dier  Ronald  E.L  Jenkins:  Junior 
Warden.  Mr  Gram  Walshr,  Dep¬ 
uty  Master.  Mr  Thomas  A.  Owen. 

Appointment 

Mr  Giles  Radke,  MP.  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  Lord  Kelvedon  as  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  British  Association  for 
Central  and  Eastern  Europe. 


Dinners 

Royal  Mackheath  Golf  Club 
The  Duke  of  York.  Patron  of  the 
Royal  Blackheath  Golf  Glib.  was  a 
speaker  at  the  annual  dinner  held 
last  night  ar  the  Royal  Artillery 
Mess.  Woolwich.  Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel  Richard  Pearson,  out-going 
captain.  Mr  Frank  Hea dicar,  in¬ 
coming  captain.  Mr  Michael  Coyle 
and  Mr  John  Armitage,  Captain  of 
Linfestone  Golf  Gub,  also  spoke. 
Incorporation  of  Weavers, 
Fullers  and  Shearmen 
The  Mayor  of  Exeter  and  the 
Prime  Warden  of  the  Blacksmiths' 
Company  were  the  guests  of  hon¬ 
our  at  a  dinner  of  the  Incorpora¬ 
tion  of  Weavers.  Fullers  and  Shear¬ 
men  of  Exeter  at  Tuckers'  HalL 
Exeter,  last  night.  Mr  John  Parkin, 
Master,  assisted  by  the  Wardens 
and  Court  of  Assistants,  presided. 
Liverpool  Consular  Corps 
The  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Mersey¬ 
side  and  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
Liverpool  attended  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Liverpool  Consular 
Corps  at  Liverpool  Town  Hall  last 
night,  marking  the  25th  assembly 
of  the  Association  or  Norwegian 
Consuls  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Ireland.  Consul  D.  BeazJey. 
president  of  the  corps,  welcomed 
the  guests,  who  included  the 
Ambassadors  of  Norway.  Iceland 
and  Sweden.  The  Norwegian 
Ambassador  was  the  hast  at  a 
reception  held  earlier. 


Weekend 

birthdays 

TODAY:  Sir  Anthony  Beaumont- 
Dark.  former  MP.  65;  Miss  Maria 
Bueno,  tennis  player,  5S  the  Hon 
Sir  Adam  Butler,  former  MP,  66; 
Sir  Bobby  Charlton,  footballer,  bO; 
Vice-Admiral  Sir  John  Coward,  60; 
Miss  Valerie  Dimming,  former 
deputy  director.  Museum  of 
Lcndon,  51:  Sir  Timothy  Daunt, 
diplomat.  62;  Sir  Michael 
Edwardes.  former  chairman.  Brit¬ 
ish  Ley  land,  67:  Mr  Tony  Evans. 
Head  Master,  King's  College 
School.  Wimbledon.  52;  Miss 
Dawn  French,  actress  and  com¬ 
edian.  40;  Mr  Geoffrey  Haslam, 
former  chairman.  Prudential 
Corporation.  83;  Sir  Denys 
Henderson,  former  chairman,  ICI, 
65;  Mr  Henry  King,  non-executive 
chairman.  Ren  told!  Group.  61; 
Vice-Admiral  Sir  Ian  McIntosh.  78: 
Mr  Alan  Pascoc,  athlete,  50;  Lord 
Prior.  7ft  Mr  David  RendaJI, 
tenor.  49:  Dame  Paddy  Ridsdaie, 
76;  Air  Chief  Marshal  Sir  Michael 
Stear.  59;  Lord  Tordoff.  66;  Mr 
Thomas  Wheare,  Headmaster, 
Bryanston  School.  53;  Sir  Richard 
Wilson,  civil  servant,  55:  Mr  Tony 
Worthington.  MP.  56. 
TOMORROW:  Professor  Juliet 
Cheetham.  sociologist.  58;  Dame 
Elizabeth  Chesterton,  architect 
and  town  planner.  S2;  Mr  Jarostav 
Drobny,  tennis  player,  76;  Mr 
Kenneth  Griffith,  actor,  writer  and 
documentary  film-maker,  76:  Mr 
Robert  Heron,  former  director. 
The  Duke  Of  Edinburgh's  Award 
Scheme.  70:  Mr  Jonathan 
Holborow,  Editor.  The  Mai!  on 
Sunday.  54;  Mr  Magnus 
Magnusson,  broadcaster,  6&  Dr 
John  Moffett,  former  Provost.  The 
Queens  College,  Oxford.  75:  Mr 
Rkk  Parfitt,  rock  singer  and 
guitarist,  49;  Vice-Admiral  Sir 
John  Parker.  82;  Mr  Luciano 
Pavarotti,  tenor.  62:  Miss  Angela 
Rippon,  broadcaster.  53:  Mr  David 
ThreiM.  actor.  44;  Mr  Midiael 
Verey.  merchant  tanker,  85;  Sir 
David  White,  chairman,  Notting¬ 
ham  Health  Authority,  68. 


MAffTOIRtCKETT 


The  Royal  Free 
Hospital 

The  I5fh  triennial  dinner  of  the 
Royal  Free  Hospital  School  of 
Medicine  and  Old  Students' 
Association  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday.  November  19.  The 
annual  d  ini  cal  meeting  will  take 
place  on  Thursday.  November  3). 
For  further  details  and  application 
form  please  contact  die  Post¬ 
graduate  Administrator,  (el:  0171 
W4  0500  ext  4261.  fax*  0171  830 
2167.  PGEA  approved. 


Old  Millhillians 

The  Old  Millhillians  North  West 
Area  Dinner  will  be  held  at  St 
James's  Gub.  St  James's  House. 
Charlotte  Street  Manchester,  on 
Friday.  November  7.  1997.  The 
principal  speaker  will  be  BUI 
Skinner,  our  new  President  Old 
Millhillians  wishing  to  attend 
should  contact  PWer  Huston,  tel; 
0161  941  1318  (H)  or  0161  872  3889 
(B)  for  more  information. 


Archie  Holmes,  of  Benenden.  Kent,  and  Rachel  Coles,  of  Hambrook,  Bristol, 
who  have  recently  announced  their  engagement 


Memorial  services 


Sir  John  W might 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
and  Commonwealth  Affairs  was 
represented  by  Sir  John  Birch  and 
the  Permanent  Under-Secretary  of 
State  and  Head  or  the  Diplomatic 
Service  by  Mr  John  de  Fbnblanque 
at  a  service  of  thanksgiving  for  the 
life  and  work  of  Sir  John  Wraight. 
former  diplomat,  held  yesterday  in 
the  Chapel  of  St  Michael  and  St 
George,  St  Paul's  Cathedral. 

The  Archdeacon  of  London, 
canon  in  residence,  officiated,  as¬ 
sisted  by  the  Rev  John  PauL 
sacrist  Sir  Curtis  Keeble  read  the 
lesson  and  Mr  Roger  Pincham 
read  from  the  St  George's  Day 
Address  by  Mr  Enoch  Powell. 

The  Right  Rev  John 
Satterthwaite  gave  an  address  and 
Captain  Bill  Palmer  and  Mr  James 
Reeve  paid  tribute. 

The  Ambassador  of  Switzerland, 
accompanied  by  Herr  Robert 
Reich,  attended.  Among  others 
present  were: 

Lady  Wrai^it  (widow);  Sir  Ronald 
and  Lady  Arculus.  Dame  Gillian 
Brown.  Sir  Timothy  Garden 
(Royal  Institute  of  International 


Affairs).  Sir  Reginald  Hibbert. 
Lady  Keeble. 

Mrs  Rose  Damiral-White 
(representing  the  Chief  Scout)  with 
Mr  Bill  COckcroft  (Chief  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  England,  Scout  Associ¬ 
ation),  Mr  John  Berrisford  (World 
Scout  Committee  Honours  and 
Awards  Board).  Mr  Roger 
Hurrion  (County  Commissioner) 
and  other  representatives  of  tie 
Scout  Association,  Greater  London 
and  the  South  West). 

Mr  David  Beattie.  Mr  and  Mrs 
Bryce  Cottrell.  Mr  Andrew 
Palmer.  Mr  D  S  Paravitini  (Anglo- 
Swiss  Society).  Mr  Peter  Parker 
and  many  other  friends  and  for¬ 
mer  colleagues. 

Licntmaitf-Cokmcl 
RJ3-  Bashford 

A  service  of  thanksgiving  for  the 
life  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  RJ3. 
Bashford.  former  Director  of 
Music.  Grenadier  Guards,  was 
held  yesterday  at  the  Guards 
Chapel,  Wellington  Barracks. 
The  Rev  Leslie  Bryan,  Chaplain 
to  the  Household  Division,'  offici¬ 
ated.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Conway 


Seymour  read  the  lesson  and 

Major-General  Evelyn  Webb-Car- 
ter  read  from  the  works  of  John 
Donne.  Major  Peter  Lewis  gave  an 
address. 

During  the  service  the  music  of 
COlonel  Bashford,  Vaughan  Wil¬ 
liams.  ■  Bach.  Purcell,  Elgar, 
Grainger.  Stanford,  and  Greig 
and  Faure  arranged  by  Colonel 
Bashford  was  playad  by  the 
band  of  the  Grenadier  Guards 
and  the  Trumpeters  of  the  Royal 
Military  School  of  Music.  KneUer 
Hall 


Dr  David  Grant 

A  memorial  service  for  Dr  David 
Grant,  consultant  paediatric  endo¬ 
crinologist  at  Great  Ormond  Street 
Hospital  for  Children,  will  be  held 
in'  the  Kennedy  .Lecture  Theatre, 
Welknme Trust  Building,  Institute 
of  Child  Health,  Guilford  Street, 
London,  WCl.  at  4.00pm  on  Tues¬ 
day.  November  25.  1997.  All  are 
wdoome. 


er  regains  title  with 
th-round  knockout 


Joe  Bugner,  “the  golden  boy"  of  British  boxing 


Bu 
ei 

By  Neil  ADen 
Boxing  Correspondent 
The  welcome  sound  of  cheers,  rather 
than  boos,  at  last  greeted  Joe  Bugner 
when  he  regained  the  European  heavy¬ 
weight  title  by  knocking  out  Jurgen  Blin, 
of  West  Germany,  in  the  eighth  round  at 
the  Albert  Hall,  London,  last  nighL 
It  was  only  the  third  clean  knockout 
gained  by  Bugner  in  45  professional 
contests  and  just  the  second  time  that 
Blin  has  been  knocked  out  in  his  eight 
years'  career.  The  other  man  to  cause  the 
full  count  to  be  tolled  over  Blin  was 
Muhammad  Ali  who  took  seven  rounds. 

ft  was  a  left  and  right  to  the  head  that 
sent  Blin  crashing  down  early  in  the 
eighth,  round.  The  German  squatted 
near  his  own  comer  with  eyes  blurred 
and  filled  with  pain  as  his  seconds 
shouted  desperately  at  him.  Somehow  he 
staggered  up  to  a  half-standing  position 
as  the  Italian  referee  reached  "nine".  But 
then  Blin  went  jolting  back  on  his  heels. 


ON  IHIS  DAY 

October  11, 1972 


Joe  Bugner.  Brirish  heavyweight  boxing 
champion.  1971-76.  lacked  Ihe  aggression 
of  a  really  great  champion.  But  he  was  a 
popular  figure,  fighting  bravely  against 
Muhammad  Ali  and  Joe  Frazier. 

quite  unable  to  defend  himself,  and  the 
referee  correctly  ruled  a  knockouL 
Now  the  crowd  which  has  so  often 
booed  Bugner  in  and  out  of  the  Albert 
Hail  ring  changed  their  tune  completely. 
“Bugner.  Bugner".  they  chanted  delight¬ 
edly  and  the  22-year-old.  who  has  often 
laboured  so  disappointingly  under  the 
label  of  "the  golden  boy",  was  able  at  last 
to  lift  his  arms  proudly  in  response. 
Bugner.  considering  the  sporting  way  he 
has  taken  so  much  criticism,  thoroughly 
deserved  his  moment  of  triumph. 


Bugner  had  come  excitingly  dose  to  a 
first-round  victory.  After  die  two  men 
had  come  out  of  a  flurry  at  dose  quarters, 
Bugner  had  jumped  forward  with  un¬ 
characteristic  decision  and  lashed  out  a 
right  and  left  which  sent  Blin  thumping 
down  on  his  back.  The  German  had 
risen  at  the  count  of  two  but  still  had  to 
take  a  compulsory  count  of  eight  as  the 
crowd  roared  their  delight 

For  the  next  lour  rounds  Bugner 
dominated  the  contest  though  there  were 
moments  when  he  forsook  his  trusty  left 
jab  and  started  to  flap  away  with  badly 
timed  attacks  to  the  head.  Bugner  raised 
the  pace  in  the  sixth  by  shortening  the  left 
jab  so  that  instead  of  whistling  over 
Blin's  shoulder,  it  began  to  smack 
soundly  into  the  German’s  face. 

The  seventh  was  slower  and  Bugner 
seemed  to  lack  leverage  in  his  counters  as 
Blin  tried  more  cavalry  charges.  But 
though  I  did  hear  one  or  two  murmurs  of 
the  old  sourness  from  the  crowd  at  that 
stage,  ail  was  forgiven  in  the  next  round 
when  Bugner  shocked  and  delighted 
them  with  his  knockout  success. 


Kh- 


marriages 


MrJAD.  Bates 

and  Miss  FM.  MacDermott 
The  engagement  is  .  announced 
between  Adam,  only  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Christopher  Bates,  of  Clifton 
Hampden,  Oxford,  and  fhbia. 
younger  daughter  of  Mr  Alasdair 
MacDermott,  of  the  British  Em¬ 
bassy,  Ankara;  and  Mrs  fipger 
Flint,  of  Povverslodc.  Dorset 

Mr  P.G.D.  Bingham 
and  Miss  R.E.  Oaridge 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Patrick,  youngest  son  of 

Mr  and  Mrs  Stephen  Bmgham.  of 

Stamford.  Linoolnsbire,  and  Ruth, 
youngest  daughter  of  Mr  Richard 
Claridge.  of  Bedford,  and  Mrs 
Freda  Dunlop,  of  Bedford. 

Mr  J.  Eton 
and  Miss  C.  Brown 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Jonathan,  younger  son  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Simon  EMn,  of 
Cookham  Dean,  Berkshire,  and 
Christy-  eider  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs  Midiael  Brown,  of  Langtoft. 
Peterborough. 

Mr  KA.  Froggatt 
and  Miss  A.F.  Packer  . 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Keith,  youngest  son  of  Sir 
Peter  and  Lady  Froggatt,  of  Bek 
’  fast.  Northern  Ireland,  and  Alison 
Frances,  daughter  of  Professor  and 
Mrs  Ken  Packer,  of  Bunny. 
Nottingham. 

Mr  D.T.G..  Jones 
and  Miss  A.GD.  Campbell 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  David,  elder  sin  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Ronald  Jones.'  of  Rock. 
Cornwall,  and  Alexandra,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Stuart  Camp-  - 
bell,  of  Cookham,  Berkshire. 

Mr  AM.  King 
and  Miss  S-Cobbold 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  John,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Midiael  King,  of  Perth.  Australia, 
and  Susannah,  daughter  of  Mr' 
Nicholas  Oobbold,  of  Caine,  Wilt¬ 
shire.  and  of  Lady  Brooke,  of 
London  SW3. 


Mr  M.R.  Lindsay-Smith 
and  Miss  S.E.  Hackney 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Mark,  only  son  of  Mrs 
Teresa  lindsay-Smith.  of  North 
Hykeham.  Lincoln,  and  Suzanne, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mis  Jade 
Hackney,  of  North  Hykeham. 
Lincoln.  ’  \  - 

Mr  J.W.  McVkkrr 
and  Miss  V.L  Bignbr-I. 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  James,  son  of  Dr  and  Mrs 
James  McVrcker,  of  Ballyraoney. 
Northern  Ireland. .  and  Valerie, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Manuel 

Bignofes.  of  Paris,  France- 

Mr  JJC Scott 

and  Mfos  J.G  Rofner 

The .  engagement  is  announced  - 

between  Jonathan,  eldest  son  of 

Mr  and  Mrs  Michael  Scott,  of 

Oxsbott,  Surrey,  and  JilL  elder 

daughter  of  Mr  antf  Mrs  Bruce 

Rufher.  of  New  Jersey,  USA 

Mir  D.G  Smith 

and MfssCJ.  Davies'.  .  , 

.  The  engagement  is .  announced 
between  Duncan  Charles,  son  of 
the  Rev  and  Mrs  Anthony  Smith, 
of  Northfieet. "  Kent,  formerly  of 
.  Marfieid,  Kent  and  Christine 
Jane,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
John  Ffrancon  Davies,  of  Ascot 
Berkshire.  ■  1 

Mr  S.R.  White 
and  Dr  H.L  Willard 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Stephen,  elder  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Ron  ■  White,  ■  of 
Berkhamsted,  Hertfordshire,  and 
HQary.  younger  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  David  Willard,  of  Wor¬ 
thing,  West  Sussex. 

Marriage 

Mr  A.K.L  Black 
and  Mrs  SJUL  Miller 
The  marriage  took  place  on  Fri¬ 
day.  October  3,  in  Guildford 
Cathedral,  between  Mr  Alastair 
Black  and  Mrs  Susan  Mary 
Miller.  The  Dean,  die  Very  Rev 
Alexander  Wedderspoon. 
officiated 


Anniversaries 

Today 

BIRTHS:  John  Thadeus  Delane. 
Editor  of  The  Times  1841-77. 
London.  1S17:  Sir  George  Williams, 
founder  of  the  YMGA.  Dutverton. 
Somerset  1821;  Henry  John  Heinz, 
food  manufacturer.  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.  1844:  Sir  Bernard 
Partridge,  artist  and  cartoonist 
London,  1861:  Franpris  Mauri ac 
novelist  Nobel  laureate  1952,  Bor¬ 
deaux.  1885. 

DEATHS:  James  Joule,  physicist 
Sale.  Cheshire,  1889;  Anton  Bruck¬ 
ner.  composer.  Vienna.  1896; 
Henry  Broodhurst  trade  unionist 
Cromer,  1911;  Jean  Fabre. 
entomologist.  Serignan-du- 
Comtat  1915;  Maurice  Vlaminck, 
painter,'  Ruefl-la-Gadelieie,  1958; 
Chico  Marx,  actor.  Hollywood. 
1961;  Jean  Cocteau,  poet  painter, 
actor  and  film  director,  Mflly-la- 
Fbret  1963;  Edith  Hat  singer, 
Paris,  1963;  Stanley  Mariam, 
typographer  and  historian  of  The 
Times,  London.  1967. 

The  Great  Fire  of  Qticago  was 
extinguished.  1871. 

The  flnt  In-flight  meals-  were 
served  on  a  Handky-Page  Sign 
from  London  to  Paris  ai  a  cost  of  3 
shillings  (15  pence),  1919. 

Tomorrow  - 

BIRTHS:  Ralph  Vaughan  Wil¬ 
liams.  composer,  Ampney, 
Gloucestershire.  1872;  Christopher 
Dawson,  historian.  Hay-on-Wye. 
1889:  James  McAuley.  poet 
Lakemba.  New  South  Wales.  1917. 
DEATHS:  Elizabeth  Fry.  Quaker, 
prison  reformer.  Ramsgate,  1845; 
Robert  Stephenson,  dvQ  engineer, 
London.  1869;  Tom  Mix.  film  actor,  . 
1940:  Sir  fan  Hamflion,  general 
London.  1947;  Sonja  Henie,  world 
skating  champion  and  film  ac¬ 
tress.  died  in  an  air  crash  en  route 
to  Oslo  from  Paris,  1969:  Gene 
Vincent,  singer;  1971. 

Christopher  Columbus  landed  on 
Guanahani  (San  Salvador).  1492.  . 
The  Boer  War  began.  1899.. 

Edith  Cavell.  nurse,  was  executed 
by  the  Germans  for  helping  Allied 
prisoners  to  escape.  Brussels.  1915. 


S^rncediimers 

The  Green  Howards 
Brigadier  Richard  Dannatt  pre¬ 
sided  at  the  annua]  officers’  dinner 
of  The  Green  Howards  (Alexan¬ 
dra,  Princess  of  Wales's  Own 
Yorkshire  Regiment)  held  last 
night  at  the  Infantry  Training 
Goitre.  Catterick. 

The  Royal  Ghrucestershire. 
Berkshire  and  Wiltshire 
Regiment 

Major-General  itobin  Grist  Colo¬ 
nel  of  The  Royal  Gloucestershire, 
Berkshire  and  Wiltshire  Regiment, 
presided  at  the  annual  regimental 
dinner  held  last  night  at  the  Royal 
Logistic  Corps,  Deepcut 
Ordnance  Board 
Lieutenant-General  E.F.G.  Bur¬ 
ton.  Deputy  Chief  of  the  Defence 
Staff  (Systems)  was  the  guest  of 
honour  at  the  annual  dinner  of  tiie 
Ordnance  Board  Officers’  Mess 
held  last  night  in  Bristol.  Air  Vke- 
Marshal  P  J.  O'RriOy.  President  of 
the  Ordnace  Board,  presided. 

7Lst  Yeomanry  Signal  Regiment 
The  Eari  and  Countess  of  limerick 
received  the  guests  at  the  annual 
ladies  dinner  of  the  71st  Yeomanry 
Signal  Regiment  Officers’  Dining 
Club  held  last  night  at  the  Inns  of 
COurt  and  City  Yeomanry,  on  the 
return  of  the  regiment  from  annual 
camp  in  Belgium.  Lieu  ten  ant - 
Colonel  R.K.  WQkinson,  his  offi¬ 
cers  and  their  ladies,  Contessa 
GabrieDa  Pen  biro  and  Colonel 
and  Mrs  R.M.  YoDaod  were 
among  those  present. 

Middlesex  Yeomanry  Association 
Major-General  D.R.  Horsfield 
was  the  guest  of  honour  at  the  an¬ 
nual  dinner  of  the  Middlesex  Yeo¬ 
manry  Association  held  last  night 
at  the  Duke  of  York'S  Head¬ 
quarters,  marking  the  bicentenary 
of  the  raising  of  Ihe  Uxbridge 
Yeomanry  Cavalry.  Mr  G.L  Key 
presided.  Lieu lenant-Co lord  S.R. 
Beazfey  and  Major  P.N.  Wilimoo, 
Royal  Signals,  also. spoke. 
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Details  of  tomorrow's 
church  services  are  on  page 
16  of  die  Weekend  section! 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


BIRTHS 


ADE80N  -  On  October  3rd  at 
Tbe  Portland  BcaplQI,  to 
Ziada  sfid  IGtvta,  •  daughter; 
Graoa  LIHlan.  a  sister  fox 

ELUS  -  Oa  October  3rd.  IO 
Chadott*  (id*  Last  F*0  tad 

Broca,  a  daoghxer,  Tabbba 

Hope,  a  itanr  tor  WaiCda. 
FARROW  -  Carol  and  Jnvma 
an  peon d  to  mnonaca  tbs 
antral  of  George  Hears,  a 
IsoUwr  for  William,  bom  on 
lat  October  at  Euaborangh 
Hospital 

GAMOULI- On  23  nl  September 
In  Tabor,  to  Sabina  (nte 
Magee)  aad  Kan  Jan,  ■  eon, 
Joabna  Michael  ■  brother 
for  Anghaiad. 

KAMPtON  -  On  Pth  October 
1PP7,  to  Lain  (trie  tackier) 

and  Andrew,  another 

beantffoZ  dvagbter,  Arabella 

Felldaane  (ElMCb  »  fMer  fdr 
Roeie  and  Camilla  -  JD>ee 


JOHNSEM  -  On  September 
28th  at  Tha  Portland 
HoapUal,  to  Ina-Jaalne  and 
Lara,  a  daughter,  Ella 
Bredarfta. 

UJCl*«Mmf  -  See  Port. 

MASW*  -  Allan  aad  Paul 
thank  God  for  ihe  safe 
arrival  of  Sqplde  CUq  on 
Wednesday  8th  October,  a 
ristar  for  Joseph  ton 
MUS-Ott  October  B£h  at  Tbe 
Portland  Hospital,  to 
Geraldine  and  John,  a 
daughter,  Rebecca  OUrta.  a 

■farter  foe  Cnmwt 
POKT-On  IChfa  October  1997, 
«o  Sne  (nde  Lode -Smith) 
J*1  Andw.  *  mm,  James. 
POST  -  On  October  7tb  at  He 
Portland  Hospital  Anne 
**  ^boma!  dochtar 
™  wrlnat  u  Ittuttpaa 

-  OManbecg. 


BIRTHS 


REDHEAD- On  5th  September, 
to  Ateiator  and  Xaxen  Cairn 
BttKX  a  bondful  daughter, 
Emily  Charlotte  .Com,  a 
■later  for  Arthur  aad 
gnxtfdaoghtvx  fot  KflcbMl 
Jezmtfar,  Bod  jfm 
VezUe. 


ftOBarrSMI  -  On  October  9th 
1997  In  Jersey,  u  SlnhMn 
Code  Kennedy)  aad  Rases,  a 
daughter,  Cmran  SIobhAn 
Iona. 


DIAMOND 

ANNIVERSARIES 


COTTOHjCONRORB  -  On 
October  12th  1937.  at  St 
Peter's,  CantpbeUpaTi  Pan  Jib 
by  Father  Allied  BoD.  John 
to  Mary.  Row  at  Lansing 
Boom,  Bartley  Wlnraey, 
Hants.  Will  lose,  sdmltartow 
and  gratitude  for  belag  Bach 
wonderful  patents,  grand 


DEATHS 


DE  ET.CHOIX 
Hay  (formerly  Kabagllatl, 

bfe  BoorgafasJ.  Peacefully  oa 

6th  October  at  The  Qtaata 
Nursing  Home,  Bentley. 
Boland  mother  of  Paul  azu! 
empmother  of  John  and  Hm. 
Much  lovod  by  her 

y TjjgMtgfrfirti  m  afl  lar  rifftgr 

Mary  and  s  good  Mend  to 
many  In  Guildford  and 
FaxnJum.  Funeral  at 
Guildford  Crematorium 
Thursday  16th  October 
1150  am.  Family  flowers 
only,  donations  to  ATD 
Fourth  World  c/o  HjC.  Patrick 
*  Co.  01^2-714884. 


DEATHS 


FOUKES  -  Ann  Barge  ret 


on  October 


?sr 


late  Paul  Folkaa,  baloved 

BBKllVf  Of 

Sarah  aad  Patrick  and 

adored  grandmother  of 

Katie,  uobel,  Edward, 
Jemima,  Zoi,  Robert  end 

Joshua.  She  will  be  gz 

hf  family 


a  Jrli Ton 


be  held  at  a  later  date. 

Donations  If  desired  to 

Ouldllnn  «ff  lowar 

Sneet.  UraBaa  SE1 


HARRBOH  -  On  October  9th 


Upton  Scudamore. 

Warminster,  ronmtlam  Vicar 
of  St  James.  Canards  Cross- 
Devoted  servant  of  Christ, 
greatly  beloved  husband  aad 
partner  of  the  late  Joan, 
adored  father  of  Sosan  and 
Jane,  much  loved  father-tn- 
iaw  of  Francis  and  Tony, 
dear  grandfather  of  Andrew. 
Stephan.  Gavin,  Susanu  and 
Joanna,  fond  great¬ 
grandfather  of  Thomas, 
Hany  and  Fraaelsra.  Rnral 
Service  Tuesday  14th 
October  2  pm.  Si  llarys, 
Upton  Scudamore.  Sendee  of 
Thanksglvlaa.  Saturday  15th 
November  2  pm.  Si  James. 
Gerrarda  Crose.  Family 
Zknram  only,  donations.  If 
desired,  CMS  Sudan,  do  W. 
Adlam  It  Son.  68/70  Locks 
Hill.  Frame.  Somerset  BA11 
INK. 


XHBI  -  On  9th  October  1997 
Donald  Frederick  Bn  C.VA 
ABF,  hirshwiel  of  the  labs 
Elizabeth,  Getter  of  Oerld, 
Bobert  and  Jean,  grandbther 
of  Inlle.  Deborah,  James, 
Esther,  Elizabeth.  Samuel 
and  Vary.  Great-grandfather 
of  Babacca.  Partner  of  Safaris. 
Kingston  Crematorium, 
Tuesday  14th  October  at 
12.20  pm.  Family  flowers 
only.  Donations  to  Xoyal 
Rational  -  '  * 

BUnd. 


Insdtuts  for  the 


MILES  -  Christine  (nde 

Ebodesk  peacefully  at  boms 

3rd  October.  Funeral  held 

quietly  at  St  Barr's,  West 

Klngtoa  9th  October. 
Donations  to:  CmU*r  Ung 


Bswkbm,  7A  Rdara  Ghfriens, 
Mekfbtd.  SS12  OHA. 


•HAND  -  EUean  Haney, 
peacefully  an  October  9th, 
at  home,  sued  90.  Beloved 
wife  of  the  late  Dr.  BUI 
Shawl.  Bach  loved  mother, 
grandmother  aad  great¬ 
grandmother.  Funeral 
Service  at  Harkeaton 
Crematorium,  Derby,  on 
Friday  17th  October  at 
2J6sn>-  Family  doxem  only 

nteeee.  IIimwHihh  tf  Ammljmii 

to  the  See  Ryder  PaQlBtiie 
Care  Home.  Stannton 
BazokL  Asbbf  ds  la  BumH 
B6S  LET. 


Tj>W.  t.bas 


SOCXETT  -  Ernest  of  Ifaiui 
by  See  and  formerly  of 
Newcastle.  Teacher  and 
historian.  Peacefully  altar  a 
brief  Illness  on  4th  October. 
Beloved  husband  and  lather. 
Funeral  took  place  on  9th 
October.  Donations  If 
desliad  to  XAF  Benevolent 
Fund.  RIP. 


SOimfCOTT  -  WUfmd  John 
(Bill)  on  October  8th. 
pasorfnlly  in  bosjdal  aged 
76.  Deeply  missed  by  Us 
wife  Amanda  and  sons 

Qulstopber,  Betsy,  Anthony 
andtbrirfiinilH—  Funeral  si 
Bortlsfce  Crematorium  on 
Friday  October  17th  at 
230pm.  Flowers  to  Ftmetal 
Dfaoetora  T J3.  Sand sts  and 
Sons,  28-30  Row  Road, 
Richmond,  Sumy. 
Donations,  if  desired,  to 
Klngwoed  Unit,  Queon 
Mary's  Unlvozstty  Hospital. 
Roehamptou  Lane,  London 
SW1S  5PN. 


STJU1I0  -  Captain  Osoffray 

Heaton  Stunning,  D-S-O, 

■oyal  Havy,  died  pnecvfuOy 

tat  hospital  on  9th  OcZDbcs; 

beloved  busbead  of  Mary. 

law  hr  of  Jmny  fatter  Of 

Elisabeth,  Rosemary  and 


WARES  -  EnUt  cm  October  8th 


late 

mother  of  Ursula  and 

Ant  has.  grand  mother  of 

Andrew,  Christian.  James, 

InBimi  mil  Awtiwila  — ri  ntrot 

or  Jennifer  and  Eorrln. 
Funeral  Settle*  Holy  Trinity 
Church,  Penn,  Bocks,  at  3  pm 
followed  by  committal  at 
Chiltorna  Crematorium, 
Amoxshum,  Friday  24th 
October.  Donations  If 
desired  to  Tha  Musician's 
Benevolent  Fund.  All 
enquiries  to  G.  Smith 
Funeral  Dirac  rots.  Ml: 
C0Z620)  S23566- 

WAK2  -  Uhan.  wife  of  the  late 
William,  passed  away 
October  8th  1997  at  home. 
Funeral  Service  at  Cro|don 
QpiarlM  czmzcX  Thuriiy 
October  16tb  2  pm. 

WARD  -  It  CoL  David  Omdra 
Bobert  Ward  X.05A,  died 
vdddsnly  but  peacefully  tm 
October  8th.  Husband  of 
B»ry.  father  of  Caroline, 
Angus,  AmeRs  aad  Georgia. 
Grandfather  of  Charlie, 
Health.  Archie,  Hannah  aad 

EvnngeteM.  Much  loved  aad 
grasriy  rim!  He  asM  for 
a  private  aMuUga  with  no 
flowers  er  terrors  of 
sympathy  to  the  family.  A 
Memorial  Semes  will  be 
held  on  Friday  October  17th 
at  2  pm  at  Berwick-upon- 
Tweed  Parish  Church. 
Everyone  Is  most  welcome 
ISO  flowers.  will 

be  taken  st  the  service  aad 
gtvun  to  SSAFA  Fuives  Help 
and  Berwick  garish  Chntch. 


THANKSGIVING 

SERVICES 


DA  ROOM  -  A  Service  of 
ThauAsglvtag  for  tte  lUe  of 

ITT.  Ti  Ml  TWn- 

held  ar  & 

High  Road.  Bocfcbnrat  HOI. 

•tUO  pm  on  Thursday  <  ' 
1997. 


INMEMORIAM  — 
PRIVATE 


HTD*  -  Yvette  BayenL 
Tnuond  memories  of  a 
loved  and  loving  wife, 
daughter  and  friend,  who 
died  11th  October  1993, 
aged  38.  RXP.  From  her 
husband  Larry. 


12th  October  1992  aged  29. 

Deeply  loved  son.  Sadly 

misted  but  forever  with  ua. 

Burn,  XM.  Kevin,  fondly  and 


TATHALL  •  Sidney  George. 
CenteiMcty.  SMB  remembered 

ud  wiirti  kmd. 


SERVICES 


ssar- 


Craft  tuny. 


WANTED 


TICKETS  FOR  SALE 


All  AVAR:  Vtamiiwn.  Wraiifv. thr- 

»  jarntmoueL  serltei;  orris, 
Baafav.  Sport  OtTl  «B0  619* 


TICKETS  FOR  SALE 


MHI  Mwmms  Aims 

(SO  mu)  Tri  Ol«4«  7 

Per  6l«*d  TOOSB2. 


FOR  SALE 


A  —Wfognt  Wtsrapw.  Ottgh 
weL  SupuMr  ewnMd, 


- *  i - --~T  llsortnrw  k 

floor  UlM.  CeMde  sstta,  bum 

uoashBL  aawoasy  sMTiewtenAi 

Imsuier  dsL  tiaOsy  MHt 
oisno  860039  CWUf>  | 


Rolex  Oyster 

DATE  JUST.  Bi-Mccd 
<16233).  2  year*  rid. 
Ebampsguc  tece  with 
RoouBi  mmaafa,  wlih  sQ 
pspea  red  boxes.  As  nevr 

czjoa 

Td;  01277  216243 


GIFTS 


l  MUHOAIE  Kswepspes  1847 

1 907  b  p«— eeriou  foidw 

CIVjOO  tec  pAp.  newsrasl  yeas 

rids  os  avanTTrURra  01934- 
413844  8am  7  Urn. 


raono.  at  ccthbbk  h  as 

trams  £2Un.  cwn  sud^ras 

TO*  Inc.  be  Nme  MsWorii 

Per  0X481  <MOU^M 


.on. 


HEALTH  &  BEAUTY 


ovneoHi  tnenr  Tbm  ts  u. 

Hesy  wvy*  Tri  0181  336  4291 

rarac  Qw  i ri>  mxa 


FLATSHARE 


BATTBmn  fiTlfct*  2bm  Bet  am 

Cheyee  WUkaa  rtvefMAmri 

IMnerimHO^ 


VTMI88IIMM  M  t  dbls  bad 

oen  hatt  Mb  Oat  m  tube 

flSe  *«1  0171  8446179 

BARM  VMM  sperious  Oat  wtan 


FOR  SALE 


GUNS 

FOR  SALE  BY  AUCTION 


HOLT  &  KJDNER 

AucdfoneeraoTMocforn  &  Antique  Gum 
The  safe  Esonriewalthe 
Puke  qt  Ycxfcs  Heedqusrlera.  Moge  Rtf,  London 
on  22nd  October,  12  noon  10  8  pm 
Strictly  by  appointment  only -p*eaM  telephone: 

0171  386  0658 

To  oniar  u  cotaiogua;  pleowsend  a  ctwqua  tor  ES JO 
To 

The  OW  Softool.  Tha  Square.  Pennington. 
Lyndngton.  HantpaMro,  S041 8GH 
R8E 01980  87B1S7 

300  tots,  from  E10  up  to  C2OJD0O  (tor  palia  of  Punieyh). 
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GIFT  GUIDE 

TIMES  NEWSPAPERS  WILL  ONCE  AGAIN  BE 
PUBLISHING  ITS  SUCCESSFUL  GUIDE  TO  ALL 
THINGS  CHRISTMAS  APPEARING  IN  THE 
■WEEKEND  SECTION ■  OF  THE  TIMES  AND  IN 
THE  "STYLE  SECTION'  OF  THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 
ON  THE  FOLLOWING  DATES: 

‘  SATURDAY  25th  AND  SUNDAY  26th  OCTOBER 

*  SATURDAY  1st  AND  SUNDAY  2ND  NOVEMBER 

*  SATURDAY  8th  AND  SUNDAY  9th  NOVEMBER 

*  SATURDAY  ISO,  AND  SUNDA  Y 160,  NOVEMBER 

*  SATURDAY  22nd  AND  SUNDAY  23rd  NOVEMBER 
‘  SATURDAY  29th  AND  SUNDAY  30th  NOVEMBER 

*  SATURDAY  6th  AND  SUNDAY  7th  DECEMBER 
r  SATURDAY  15th  AND  SUNDAY  I6th  DECEMBER 

“BUY 3  WEEKEND 
P ACKAGES  AND  GET  THE 
-  4TH  WEEKEND  FREE” 

™  display  your  gift  ,deas  m  ONE  op 

THE  LARGEST  SHOP  WINDOWS  IN  THE 
COUNTRY.  CALL  THE  TUFT  GUIDE » TEAM  ON 

0171  680  6891/0171  680  6893 
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Obituaries 

* 


J.  G.  LINKS 


J.  G.  links,  furrier  and 
expert  oa  Venice  and 
Canaletto,  died  on  October  1 
aged  02.  He  was  born  on 
December  13. 1904. 

Pre-eminence  in  utterly  dis¬ 
parate  fields  was  masked 
m  J.  G.  Links  by  a  never- 
failing  modesty  and  genial- 
10’-  His  first  career,  forced  on  him 
by  circumstance,  was  as  a  furrier; 
he  retired  from  fur  to  become,  by 
accident,  one  of  the  world’s  most 
respected  art  historians;  and  he 
wrote  what  has  often  been  descri- 
•bed.  by  Bernard  Levin  among 
f  many  others,  as  the  greatest  guide¬ 
book  to  any  city  ever  written, 
Veni  ce  for  Pleasu  re.  In  between  he 
was  a  regular  on  th^  Cresta  Run. 
and  with  Dennis  Wheatley  he. 
produced  detective  novels  that 
thrust  Wheatley  to  the  forefront  of 
popular  writing. 

Joseph  Gluckstein  Links,  known 
as  Joe.  was  bom  in  North  Lon¬ 
don.  the  son  of  a  Jewish  refugee 
from  Hungary  who  had  a  fairly 
.  prosperous  fur  business  special¬ 
ising  in  skunk  skins  —  the  lower 
end  of  the  market.  His  mother  died 
in  childbirth  when  Joe  was  12,  and 
two  years  later  his  father  had 
leukaemia  diagnosed.  As  a  result, 
he  was  removed  from  Mill  Hill 
!  School  to  study  the  trade.  “I  was  an 
unwilling  and  sulien  pupil.”  he 
wrote,  but  after  his  father’s  death 
-  five  years  later  he  was  obliged  to 
take  the  business  seriously,  in  order 
to  support  himself  and  his  two 
sisters. 

There  were  compensations,  how¬ 
ever  unlike  his  contemporaries 
who  had  to  marry,  often  unhappily, 
to  escape  the  pressures  of  the  Jew¬ 
ish  home.  Unks  found  himself 
leading  a  very  agreeable  life,  with 
his  own  business,  a  handsome 
house  in  Hampstead  and  two 
_  sisters  looking  after  him. 

He  learnt  to  love  fast  cars  and 
boats,  and  holidayed  frequently  in 
the  South  of  France,  the  Alps  and 
New  York,  always  travelling  in 
style  at  the  insistence,  so  he  said,  of 
the  firm.  For  by  now'  he  had  made 
himself  one  of  the  leading  furriers 
in  Britain,  and  this  career  was 
eventually  crowned  by  the  Royal 
-Warrant  and  the  medieval  post  of 
Furrier  to  the  Queen.  His  first  book 
was  The  Book  of  Fur,  full  of  wit  and 
tis  unfailing  sense  of  enjoyment, 
ind  still  unsurpassed.  It  was  also 
is  a  furrier  that  Links  achieved  the 
■are  distinction  —  and  here  his 


The  Riva  degti  Schiavoni.  Canaletto's  neglected  masterpiece,  subject  of  Links’s  last  book,  is  seen  here  for  the  first  time  since  cleaning 


modesty  sometimes  failed  him  —  of 
being  interviewed  on  television 
before  the  war. 

To  this  day  many  furriers  re¬ 
member  Joe  Unks  of  Caiman 
Links,  buT  are  unaware  of  his  other 
careers.  A  taste  for  fine  German 
wine  led  him  in  the  Thirties  to 
Dennis  Wheatley,  then  an  unsuc¬ 
cessful  wine  dealer.  The  friendship 
was  sealed  one  evening  when 
Links,  no  doubt  under  the  influence 
of  Wheatley’s  stock,  argued  that 
detective  novels,  though  superior  to 
adventure  novels,  at  which  Wheat- 
ley  was  beginning  to  make  a 
modest  name,  suffered  from  an 
excess  of  “stuffing".  “Why  cant  we 
just  have  the  facts  and  the  dues?" 
he  demanded.  “Not  description  of 
die  dues  but  the  real  thing  — 
bloodstained  matches,  bits  of  hair, 
real  fingerprints  all  leading  the 
reader  to  the  solution.  A  dossier 
rather  than  a  book,  with  reports, 
newspaper  cuttings,  photograplw 
and  so  an.” 


The  result,  after  a  sceptical 
publisher  had  been  pummelled 
into  acquiescence  by  Wheatley,  was 
Murder  off  Miami  and  wild  suc¬ 
cess.  At  one  stage  Hutchinson  had 
40  girls  in  Watford  dipping  mat¬ 
ches  into  red  ink  and  struggling 
with  Cellophane  envelopes.  (For 
those  who  remained  baffled,  there 
was  a  sealed  solution  at  the  back.)  A 
quarter  of  a  million  copies  were 
sold,  three  more  titles  were  issued, 
with  translations  in  eight  lan¬ 
guages.  It  did  not  appear  in 
Germany,  however,  because  a  tom- 
up  photograph  of  a  nude  lady 
invoked  the  wrath  of  Hitler's 
censors.  “The  morals  of  the  book", 
they  reported,  "must  be  designated 
more  than  inferior,  created  for 
English  living  conditions,  not  Ger¬ 
man  ones.” 

In  1945  Links,  who  had  served  in 
the  RAF  during  the  war,  married 
Mary  Lutyens,  daughter  of  the 
architect,  and  a  novelist  historian 
and  biographer  of  KrishnamurtL  It 


was  a  strikingly  happy  marriage. 
Their  first  honeymoon  was  an  a 
troopship,  and  by  way  of  compen¬ 
sation  Links  took  Mary  to  Venice 
the  following  year,  ft  was  a  revela¬ 
tion.  and  Venice  became  the  lode¬ 
star  of  the  second  half  of  his  life. 

Curiously  for  a  couple  on  their 
honeymoon,  they  chose  to  follow  in 
die  footsteps  of  John  Ruskin  and 
Effie  on  their  own  honeymoon 
some  100  years  earlier.  Out  of 
this  grew  an  astonishing  intimacy 
with  the  Ruskins  that  resulted  in 
four  books  still  recognised  as  auth¬ 
oritative  pictures  of  the  world  of 
Victorian  high  art:  Mary’s  Effie  in 
Venice.  Millais  and  the  Ruskins. 
The  Ruskins  and  the  Grays,  and 
Joe’s  The  Ruskins  in  Norman  dy,  as 
weD  as  his  superb  abridgement  of 
The  Stones  of  Venice.  Links  had 
discovered  Effie’s  letters  home, 
anguished  and  crossed  and  double- 
crossed.  and  had  given  them  to  the 
archivist  at  the'  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  of  which  he  was  by  then 


a  director,  who  deciphered  and  sent 
them  back  to  him  at  the  rate  of 
one  a  week.  “It  was  like  having 
a  daughter  living  in  Venice  at 
the  time." 

By  this  stage  the  Linkses  were 
going  two  or  three  times  a  year  to 
Venice,  always  staying  at  the 
Daniel i.  “Why  buy  a  house,  when 
you  can  have  120  servants?”  he 
asked.  Research  into  Ruskin  took 
up  Mary's  time,  and  Joe  amused 
himself  by  writing  Venice  for 
Pleasure  —  “a  guide  to  the  plea¬ 
sures  of  Venice  without  its  pains”. 
Few  books  of  any  genre  have  such 
charm,  grace,  wit,  companion- 
ability  —  a  true  case  of  the  style 
showing  the  man  —  and  fewer 
guidebooks  have  ever  been  written 
with  such  mastery  of  their  sub¬ 
ject  or  understanding  of  how 
history  creates  the  sense  of  place. 
Instantly  acclaimed,  it  has  never 
been  out  of  prim,  and  Links  spent 
much  of  his  last  months  preparing 
a  sixrh  edition-  In  1994  it  was  the 


first  guidebook  ever  to  be  read  on 
BBC  Radio  4.  with  John  Wells 
capturing  ail  the  debonair  joy  of  the 
original.' 

Venice  was  also  the  locus  of 
Links's  most  substantial  work,  the 
cataloguing  of  the  works  of  Cana¬ 
letto.  TTils  occupied  the  last  25 years 
of  his  life.  Mary  had  given  him  a 
copy  of  W.  G.  Cansiable's  great 
catalogue  raisonne.  in  which  was  a 
photograph  of  a  painting  described 
as  lost  but  which  Links  recognised 
as  one  hanging  over  his  sister-in- 
law's  fireplacer  A  correspondence 
with  Constable  ensued,  during 
which  Constable  asked  Links  if  he 
would  take  over  the  final  prepara¬ 
tion  of  a  second  edition  of  the 
catalogue,  which  he  estimated 
would  take  six  weeks. 

It  took  six  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  Links  was  the  acknowledged 
world  authority  on  Canaletto.  He 
was  always  too’modest  to  accept  the 
description,  but  his  rigorously 
scholarly,  sceptical  work,  his  me- 
riculousness  in  a  notoriously  con¬ 
fusing  field,  and  a  growing  passion 
for  the  subject  made  an  outstand¬ 
ing  contribution  not  only  to  Cana¬ 
letto  studies  bur  to  the  story  of  view- 
painting  (about  which  he  wrate  a 
pioneering  book). 

He  also  brought  the  true  great¬ 


ness  of  Canaletto  to  the  appre¬ 
ciation  of  a  wider  public.  Links  was 
the  moving  spirit  behind  the  great 
exhibition  at  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  in  New  York,  for  which 
he  obtained  scores  of  paintings 
never  before  seen  in  public,  and  he 
was  closely  involved  with  the 
exhibitions  at  the  Queen’s  Gallery' 
in  1981  and  the  Royal  Academy  in 
1995.  He  produced  an  exemplary' 
popular  introduction  to  the  painter 
for  Phaidon.  as  well  as  an  in¬ 
novative  study  of  Canaletto’s  com¬ 
mercial  life,  Canaletto  and  his 
Patrons  (1977). 

Work  on  Canaletto  continued 
unabated  right  up  to  His  death, 
with  the  final  preparation  of  a 
supplement  to  the  catalogue,  and  a 
book  for  the  Soane  Museum  on  its 
recently  cleaned  masterpiece  (seen 
here).  Meanwhile,  the  predicament 
of  the  real  Venice  was  never  far 
from  his  thoughts,  and  one  of  his 
most  lasting  contributions  wiil  he 
the  many  successful  restorations 
undertaken  by  the  Venice  in  Peril 
Fund  with  money  he  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  raising. 

He  is  survived  by  Mary  Links 
and  her  daughter.  Of  his  two 
godsons.  Sir  Tim  Sainsburv  sur¬ 
vives  him  but  Jeffrey  Bernard 
predeceased  him  last  month. 
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DEIRDRE  REDGRAVE 


MICHAEL  CUMMINGS 


Deirdre  Redgrave, 
author  and  agitator,  died 
of  pneumonia  on 
September  29  aged  58. 

She  was  born  on 
January  6, 1939. 

JEIRDRE  REDGRAVE  was 
ne  of  life's  great  characters.  A 
Hiking  beauty  with  luxuriant 
ed  hair,  whose  looks  faded  as 
fe  gradually  became  more 
ifficuli,  she  was  bom  into  an 
risiocratic  Anglo-Irish  fam- 
y,  the  Hamilton-Hilis.  At  the 
nd  of  the  1950s  she  was  one  of 
ie  most  sought-after  debu- 
intes  of  her  time.  In  1963  she 
la  tried  Corin  Redgrave,  son 
f  the  actor  Michael  Redgrave, 
luring  their  13-year  marriage 
Jeirdre  was  the  toast  of 
ohemian  swinging  London. 
Later,  as  things  got  tougher. 
ie  never  lost  the  ability  to 
tugh  at  herself,  raucously 
oing  so  as  she  chain-smoked 
nd  consumed  copious  qualiti¬ 
es  of  red  wine.  She  took  on 
tany  jobs  to  make  ends  meek 


from  film  and  stage  designer, 
to  journalist,  and  from  cos¬ 
tume  designer  to  author. 

Nothing  subsequently  em¬ 
barrassed  her  more  than  her 
supposedly  tell-all  biography 
To  Be  a  Redgrave  (1982). 
which  she  co-wrote  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  break-up  of 
her  marriage  —  partly’  in 
revenge  but  mostly  as  a  way  of 
producing  much-needed  cash. 
Long  after  all  such  bitterness 
had  departed.  >  one  friend 
delighted  in  playfully  torment¬ 
ing  her  by  reading  aloud  to 
her  the  more  fruity  passages 
—  and  her  toes  would  curl 
with  mortification.  Bur  she 
would  always  manage  to 
laugh  and  never  lost  her  sense 
of  the  ironies  of  her  life. 

In  her  marriage  she  went 
along  with  the  eccentric,  ex¬ 
tremist  political  views  of  her 
husband  and  of  his  sister, 
Vanessa  —  later  looking  back 
on  such  "demo"  days  as  a 
mixture  of  fun  and  lunacy.  She 
always  insisted  that  the  satiri¬ 


cal  character  of  Deirdre  Span 
—  the  partner  of  the  student 
agitator  Dave  Spart  —  was 
based  on  her. 

Five  years  ago  breast  cancer 
was  diagnosed.  In  1995  she 
published  a  moving  book 
about  her  experience  of  cancer 
treatment  entitled  Me  and  My. 
Shadow.  She  campaigned  to 
keep  the  Royal  Marsden  Hos¬ 
pital  open  and  even  addressed 
a  rally  in  Trafalgar  Square. 

•  When  the  cancer  returned  in 


1996.  she  did  not  give  up 
despite  the  prognosis.  She  was 
determined  to  fight  on,  not 
only  for  die  sake  of  her  family 
fait  also  as  an  example  to  the 
many  cancer  patients  she  had 
befriended. 

Deirdre  Redgrave  touched 
many  lives  and  was  never 
short  of  admirers,  one  being 
Jeffrey  Bernard,  who  before 
his  death  last  month  would 
regularly  refer  to  her  in  his 
column  in  The  Spectator  as 
“she  who  would  drown  in  my 
eyes” — a  reference  to  a  phrase 
she  had  once  used  when  they 
were  having  dinner  together 
in  Soho. 

The  support  she  received 
during  her  illness  from  both 
her  ex-husband  Corin  and  his 
family  meant  much  to  her  and 
she  would  often  recall  her 
lunches  with  her  former  moth¬ 
er-in-law.  Rachel  Kempson. 
and  the  laoghs  that  they  had 
shared. 

•  She  is  survived  by  her 
daughter  and  her  son. 
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LEGAL  NOTICES 


No.  004797  of  1997 
Hi  THE  HIGH  GOTJBT 
Of  JUSTICE 
CHANCERY  DIVISION 
COMPANIES  OOOHT 
IN  THE  MATTER  OP 
SECOND  LONDON  AMERICAN 
TRUST  PIC 

ZN  THE  MATTE*  OF 
THE  COMPANIES  ACT  1! 
NOTICE  15  HEREBY  GiVEN  Uml 
a  Mliite  was  an  26  September 
1997  pmeeuted  to  Be  Majesty's 
High  Court  of  Joatloe  for  die  con¬ 
firmation  at  tha  cancellation  of 
the  shore  pitsutum  aceoout  of 
the  above-named  Company 
mmunlag  to  644.401.272  br 
(hnr  alh]  letuniiuu  capital 


of  the  Company-  _ 

AND  NOTICE  IS  nJKTHER 
OVEN  that  tha  said  Petition  la 
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...when  you  find  the  girl  of 
your  dreams!  Check  out 
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week's  STYLE  magazine* 
for  details. 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 


TRUSTEE  ACTS 


NOTICE  Is  hetabt  glean  pmatrnw 
to  aZ7  of  tha  TRUSTEE  Act, 
1925  that  any  person  having  a 
Cl  ATM  agitator  an  INTEBECT 
ta  the  ESTATE  of  any  of  the 
dec-eased  powst  whose 
names,  addressee  and  dancrip- 
bMow  la 


OHV1S.  IVY  GCAtreS,  21  CUfMaw 
Bond.  HtnyHaMa.  Lewlaham 
SEX  3  died  12th  PObmary  1997, 

particulars  to  Piper  Smith  A 

Borttam  Solicitor*.  81  Warwick 

Sonant  London  BW1V2AF  before 


HOPKDS,  DAVDX  JOHN  of  102  8t 


19th  December  1997. 


PUBLIC  NOTICES 


THE  ROYAL  ASSOCIATION 

IN  AID  OF  DEAF  PEOPLE  - 
Node*  to  SdbMdbm 
Motto  n  hereby  sivaa  that  the 

ISA  its  Annual  General  Heating 
or  the  Aanodatdon  will  be  held  in 
the  Conference  Mm  at  Binder 
HanJyn,  20  Old  Bailey,  London 
EC4  on  Wednesday  12  Novaater 
1997  at  Ep*k 

Soboetihan  wtahiag  to  an  and 
wfll  iscelra  tha  noeemuy  papea 
sawn  dny#  before  the  meting 
upon  wHttan  appUouim  toe 
The  Genera]  Secretary, 

27*kld  Oak  Road, 

London  W  7HXC _ 


LEGAL,  P'UBUC, 
COMPANY 
&  PARLIAMENTARY 
NOTICES 

TO  PLACE  NtmCBSHBt  THIS 


PLEASS  TELEPHONE 

FAX:  017 1  4819313 
Notlcaa  are  aobjact  to 
conflnoation  and  dmM  be 

leealred  by  2  SOywi  tew  day* 

prior  to  inoenion. 


Michael  Cummings, 
OBE,  cartoonist  died  oa 
October  9  aged  78. 

He  was  bom  on 
June  1, 1919. 

THE  longest-serving  contem¬ 
porary  cartoonist,  Cummings 
drew  for  more  than  40  years 
for  the  Daily  Express  and  for 
32  years  for  the  Sunday  Ex¬ 
press  —  with  his  work  latterly 
appearing  in  both  T7ie  Times 
Magazine ■  and  the  Daily 
Mail.  Although  never  quite 
the  equal  of  Vicky  or  David 
Low,  he  was  a  formidable 
draughtsman  with  a  particu¬ 
lar  strength  in  likenesses. 

Arthur  Stuart  Michael 
Cummings  —  always  called 
Michael  by  his  family  and 
friends  —  was  bom  in  Leeds, 
the  son  of  a  journalist  who 
went  on  to  become  the  noTed 
Liberal  columnist  on  the  News 
Chronicle,  A.  J.  Cummings. 

After  going  to  The  Hall 
preparatory  school  in  Hamp¬ 
stead  and  then  to  Gresham’s 
School.  Holt.  Cummings  be¬ 
came  a  student  at  the  Chelsea 
School  of  Art.  While  There,  he 
contributed  his  first  cartoon  — 
an  attack  on  Neville  Cham¬ 
berlain  —  to  Tribune,  a  sur¬ 
prisingly  left-wing  publication 
for  an  artist  whose  work  was 
later  thought  to  be  violently 
right-wing.  But  the  explana¬ 
tion  probably  was  that  Cham¬ 
berlain  had  always  been  one 
of  his  father's  particular  bites 
noires  —  and  there  were  not 
very  many  anti-appeasement 
papers  to  choose  from. 


His  art  studies  were  inter¬ 
rupted  by  the  outbreak  of  the 
Second  World  War,  for  the 
duration  of  which  he  served  as 
an  RAF  draughtsman  with  the 
Air  Ministry. 

At  the  end  of  the  war, 
Cummings  returned  to  art 
school  and  became  a  regular 
contributor  to  Tribune.  At  the 
same  time  he  took  a  teaching 
course  at  the  Institute  of 
Education.  London  Univer¬ 
sity,  so  as  to  haw  an  al¬ 
ternative  fallback  career  to  his 
chosen  vocation  as  an  artist. 

He  had  just  secured  a 
teaching  post  at  St  .Albans 
Grammar  School  for  Girls 
when,  through  an  introduc¬ 
tion  from  his  father,  he  was 
given  an  interview  with  Lord 
Beaverbrook.  Another  meet¬ 
ing  followed,  with  the  Editor 
of  the  Daily  Express,  Arthur 
Clirisli  arisen,  who  offered 
Cummings  a  trial  engagement 
as  a  cartoonist 

He  joined  the  Daily  Express 
in  1949.  his  cartoon  s’ intended 
to  fill  the  gap  left  by  the 
retirement  of  Strobe  and  to 
provide  a  contrast  to  the  more 
domestic  ones  of  the  paper's 
other  regular  artist  Giles. 

Initially.  Cummings  had 
some  difficulty  in  finding  suffi¬ 
ciently  good  ideas  to  satisfy 
Christiansen  —  at  one  stage 
being  saved  from  the  sack  by 
Lord  Beaverbrook.  But  from 
the  beginning  his  cartoons 
had  a  boldness  of  line  and 
made  dramatic  use  of  black 
and  white.  The  other  charac¬ 
teristic  features  and  marks  of 


his  drawings  were  the  explan¬ 
atory  labels  which  he  attached 
to  everyone  and  everything  — 
together  with  the  use  of  hand¬ 
written  speech  and  thought- 
bubbles  in  the  style  of  Gillray, 
Rowlandson  and  other  lSth- 
cenniry  caricaturists  (and  lat¬ 
er  of  Private  Eye), 

Until  1990  Cummings  con¬ 
tributed  cartoons  to  the  Daily 
Express  three  days  a  week,  and 


from  1958  he  also  drew  for  the 
Sunday  Express.  During  Mal¬ 
colm  Muggeridge’s  editorship 
of  Punch  in  the  mid-1950s,  his 
cartoons  were  a  regular  fea¬ 
ture  of  that  magazine:  and  he 
became  a  frequent  contributor 
to  various-  French  publications 
including  L'Aurnre.  Paris 
Match  and  Candide. 

A  fondness  for  die  character 
of  General  de  Gaulle  made 
him  one  of  his  most  frequently 
caricatured  leaders,  appear¬ 


ing  even  into  the  1980s  when 
he  was  thinly  disguised  as 
Margaret  Thatcher.  If  was  in 
France,  during  1953.  that 
Cummings  met  his  future 
wife.  Anne-Marie.  They  were 
married  three  years  laier. 

A  controversial  cartoonist. 
Cummings  was  often  criti¬ 
cised  for  his  attitude  towards 
immigration.  A  particularly 
incendiary  drawing  was  one 
in  196S  which  showed  Enoch 
Powell  in  the  dock  and  Jeremy 
Thorpe,  then  the  Liberal  lead¬ 
er.  pointing  an  accusing  figure 
at  him  and  saying:  "Prisoner 
Powell.  You  stand  convicted  of 
the  infamous  crime  of  telling 
the  truth!” 

Cummings  always  defen¬ 
ded  his  right  to  make  strong 
statements  through  his  draw¬ 
ings.  believing  that  the  car¬ 
toonist  should  not  be  afraid  to 
approach  the  frontiers  of  bad 
taste  in  the  interests  of 
honesty. 

He  consistently  attacked  the 
Conservative  Party,  for  which 
he  voted,  with  at  least  as  much 
vitriol  as  the  parties  that  did 
not  command  his  support.  He 
once  described  himself  as  a 
rode  little  boy  speaking  out  at 
the  awkward  moment!  Cum¬ 
mings  published  two  major 
collections  of  his  cartoons: 
These  Uproarious  Years  (1954) 
and  On  the  Point  of  My  Pen 
(19S5). 

A  long-time  member  of 
the  Garrick  Club,  Cummings 
was  appointed  OBE  in  I9R3. 
He  leaves  his  widow  and  a 
stepson. 


MILESTONES 


A.  L  Rows*.  CH. 
historian,  died  an  October 
3.  He  was  born  on 
December  4. 1903. 

The  first  working-class  boy 
ever  elected  to  a  fellowship  of 
All  Souls.  A.  L.  Rowse  could 
never  be  slow  or  insipid.  He 
could,  however,  be  ridicu¬ 
lous,  Unfortunately,  his  intel¬ 
lectual  curiosity  had  been 
snubbed  in  early  life,  and  his 
reaction  of  scorn  became  a 
habit.  His  pride  and  bitter  re¬ 
sentment  of  criticism  —  as 
well  as  a  prolific  output  of 
work  that  is  better  forgotten 
—  was  to  obscure  the  solid 
achievement  of  his  fine  books 
about  Tudor  and  Elizabe¬ 
than  England.  In  1973  he 
claimed  to  have  identified  the 
“Dark  Lady”  of  Shake¬ 
speare's  sonnets  as  Emilia 
Lanier.  The  scholarship  and 
ingenuity  were  considerable, 
but  the  case  was  not  general¬ 
ly  accepted.  However,  In  his 
last,  as  in  his  first  writings, 
his  understanding  of  Corn¬ 


wall,  his  native  county 
achieved  a  depth  and  vib¬ 
rancy  that  best  expressed  his 
personality. 

Obituary  published  on 
October  6. 

Lady  Brook.  CBE, 
founder  of  the  Brook 
Advisory  Centres,  died 
on  October  3.  She  was  born 
on  October  12, 1907. 

Helen  Brook  played  a  large 
role  in  the  sexual  revolution 
of  the  1960s,  and  although 
she  believed  neither  in  free 
love  nor  in  singie-parent 
families,  she  was  the  first  to 
offer  contraceptive  services  to 
girls  under  the  age  of  con¬ 
sent.  She  married  at  IS,  but 
was  soon  divorced.  She  spent 
two  years  in  Paris  working  as 
a  painter  before  returning  to 
London  and  marrying  Robin 
Brook.  She  worked  for  the 
Family  Planning  Association 
from  1952.  and  was  director 
of  the  Marie  Slopes  Memor¬ 
ial  Clinic  from  1961,  where 


after  the  launch  of  the  Pill  in 
1963  she  began  advising  un¬ 
married  women.  Breaking 
away  in  the  following  year, 
she  opened  the  first  Brook 
Advisory  Centre,  and  in  1967 
she  began  seeing  underage 
girls  without  consulting  their 
parents  or  GPs.  Many  people 
were  scandalised,  but  she 
argued  that  ignorance  does 
not  ensure  innocence. 

Obituary  published  on 
October  1. 


John  Merricks. 
yachtsman,  died  in  Punta 
.Ala.  Italy,  on  October  8. 

He  was  born  on 
February  16. 1971. 

John  Merricks,  who  was 
killed  at  Punta  Ala.  at  just  26. 
was  one  of  the  most  talented 
racing  yachtsmen  of  his  gen¬ 
eration.  In  his  short  life  he 
had  amassed  a  string  of 
successes  at  the  highest  inter¬ 
national  level,  winning  a 
silver  medal  in  the  470  class 
at  the  Olympic  Games  law 
year,  and  the  Mumm  36 
class  in  the  Admiral’s  Cup 
this  summer.  He  began  sail¬ 
ing  on  Rutland  Water,  where 
the  sailing  club  awarded  him' 
a  420  dinghy,  in  which  he 
raced  with  Rob  Wilson  to 
victory  in  successive  youth 
championships.  He  and  Ian 
Walker  were  IYRU  world 
champions  in  1994  and 
European  champions  in 
1995. 

Obituary  published  on 
October  10. 
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£2,000  to  be  won 


Check  the  numbers  on  yewr 
portfolio  card  and  find  ytwr 
eight  stocks  In  die  Portfolio 
ptmd  below.  In  the  column 
Sovided  next  to  your  eight 
Shares  enter  die  share  move¬ 
ments  as  published  on  this 
page.  Ignore  fractions,  ie  enter 
as  lb  (the  symbol ...  means 
no  change).  Afar  listing  the 
price  changes  of  your  eight 
shares,  add  or  subtract  as 
appropriate  to  find  your  ratal 
which  can  be  plus  or  minus. » 
your  overall  total  matches 
exactly  the  points  required  for 
the  daily  dividend  vou  win  or 

share  the  £2.000  daily  pruc. 
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DAILY  DIVIDEND 
■*■36 

Claims  required  for  *36  pts 
Claimants  should  dug 
0171-481  3388 
between  9.30am-3pm 


Weekly  Dividend 

Plnue  make  a  note  of  your  daDy  ratals 
w  mawtv  the  wedtlv  dividend 
published  in  the  Sunday  rtmes  to  win 
El  O.OOO. 
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Skanska  launches  rescue  bid  for  Costain 


Costain;  will  stand  down 


By  George  Sjveu. 

SKANSKA  has  launched  an  llth-hour 
rescue  for  Costain,  the  troubled  UK 
building  and  construction  group 
whose  shares  have  been  suspended  for 
almost  a  year. 

A  financial  reconstruction  outlined 
yesterday  allows  Skanska,  the  Scandi¬ 
navian  engineering  and  construction 
group,  to  take  a  stake  of  7.6  per  cent, 
which  could  be  increased  to  40  per 
rent,  triggering  a  foil  bid,  under  a 
complex  option  arrangement 

Costain,  whose  shares  were  sus¬ 
pended  at45p,  is  to  raise  around  £47.5 
million  in  an  open  offer  of  one  new 
share  for.  each  1.59  shares  held  at  40p. 
It  will  be  backed  by  the  three  biggest 
shareholders  who  at  present  control 
three  quarters  of  the  company.  They 


are  Intria  of  Malaysia.  Kharafi  of 
Kuwait  and  Raymond  of  Saudi  Arabia 
holding  37.2  per  cent,  19.7  per  cent  and 
7.6  per  cent  respectively  if  the  offer 
takes  effect.  Other  shareholders,  in¬ 
cluding  banks,  will  hold  27.9  per  cent. 

Skanska  and  Costain  have  been 
working  together  on  the  Bridgend  Parc 
Prison,  a  large  private  finance  initia¬ 
tive  scheme. 

Skanska  is  to  underwrite  part  of 
the  offer  and  is  expected  to  emerge 
with  a  7.6  per  cent  stake.  Costain's 
long-suffering  banks  are  underwrit¬ 
ing  the  rest  of  the  offer  and  will  in  ihe 
process  convert  £19  million  of  debt 
into  shares.  The  Scandinavians  have 
also  been  granted  options  over 
Costain  shares  held  by  the  big  three 
shareholders  which,  if  exercised  in 
full,  would  give  it  40  per  cent  of  the 


group,  triggering  a  requirement  for  a 
foil  bid. 

Shareholders  will  be  asked  to  ap¬ 
prove  the  deal  at  a  special  meeting  on 
November  3.  and  the  shares  are  expec¬ 
ted  to  be  relisted  by  Friday  November 
7.  one  year  after  their  suspension. 

Peter  Costain,  the  last  remaining 
link  with  the  founding  Costain  family, 
will  step  down  as  non-executive  deputy 
chairman. 

The  financial  reconstruction  will 
leave  Costain  with  shareholders’  funds 
of  £26  million  and  net  cash  of  £58.6 
million.  In  return  for  its  financial 
support  Skanska  will  have  the  right  to 
bid  jointly  with  Costain  for  any 
building  and  civil  engineering  projects 
worth  £20  million  or  more  for  which 
Costain  might  bid. 

Costa  in  also  took  the  opportunity  to 


publish  full-year  results  for  19%  and 
half-year  results  for  1997.  They  have 
been’  marred  by  problems  over  the 
disposal  of  the  US  Coal  subsidiary  and 
the  reduction  in  purchase  price  from 
£21  million  to  £14  million. 

Before  the  effects  of  the  open  offer 
are  taken  into  account  Costain  ended 
its  latest  half  year  of  trading  with  £21.4 
million  of  liabilities.  In  the  year  to  end 
December  1996  the  company  suffered  a 
pre-tax  loss  of  £623  million,  against 
£142.6  million  for  1995.  Sales  in  1996 
fell  to  £744.5  million  from  £824  million 
in  1995.  No  dividends  have  been  paid. 
For  the  six  months  to  June  30 1997  Cos¬ 
tain  suffered  loss  before  interest  and 
tax  of  £3.7  million  (£13  million)  on  sales 
down  from  £357  million  to  £317  million. 
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Gencor  in 
merger 
to  create 
gold 
colossus 


ANORg  CAMARA 


By  Alas dai r  Murray 


GENCOR,  the  South  African 
mining  company,  is  to  merge 
its  gold  interests  with  Gold 
Fields  of  South  Africa  to 
create  the  world’s  largest 
gold  company. 

The  deal,  which  combines 
three  of  the  richest  goldfields 
in  the  world,  is  likely  to  spark 
another  round  of  consoli¬ 
dation  in  the  gold  mining 
industry.  Gold  mining  com¬ 
panies  have  come  under  inti-, 
mense  pressure  in  the  past 
year  after  the  collapse  of 
international  gold  prices, 
which  have  touched  12-year 
lows  in  recent  months. 

Gencor  said  yesterday  that 
the  deal  would  establish  the 
first  major  group  to  own  100 
per  cent  of  its  mining  assets  in 
South  Africa,  making  the  com¬ 
pany  a  more  attractive  propo¬ 
sition  for  investors.  Brian 
Gilbertson,  chairman,  said: 
"The  deal  brings  together 
some  of  the  finest  gold  mines 
in  the  world.  We  will  be  able  to 
drive  down  costs  substantially 
and  have  die  financial  muscle 
to  step  up  exploration  around 
the  world." 

Analysts  said  yesterday  that 
the  merger  would  be  a  Wow  to 
rival  mining  groups,  includ¬ 
ing  Anglo  American,  which 
will  hold  a  small  stake  in  the 
new  venture  via  its  share¬ 
holding  in  GFSA  and  JCI. 

Anglo  has  been  slowly 
building  up  iis  position  in 
GFSA  for  a  number  of  years 
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but  has  been  prevented  from 
launching  a  takeover  bid  by 
the  complex  shareholding 
structure,  including  the  Aster¬ 
oid  subsidiary  specifically  es¬ 
tablished  by  the  Rupert  family 
to  prevent  a  hostile  takeover. 

.  But  Johan  Rupert,  who 
holds  investments  in  com¬ 
panies  such  as  Richemont  and 
Vendume.  is  believed  to  have 
given  the  deal  his  blessing  as  it 
would  rajjamfose  the.  family's 
stakes  in  GFSA  and  Geocor. 

JCI/whidi  has'  been  'press¬ 
ing  for  a  separate  merger  with 
Lamho.  had  also  expressed  an 
interest  in  merging  some  of  its 
minefields  with  Gencor  and 
owns  a  small  stake  in  a 
subsidiary  of  GSFA. 

Analysts  warned  that  Mzi 
KhumaJo,  JCL’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  could  find  himself  farther 
marginalised  if  Cyril 
Ramaphosa.  foe  rival  black 
empowerment  businessman, 
takes  a  10  per  cent  stake  in 
Gold  Co  through  New  African 
Investments,  his  investment 
vehicle. 

“Gilbertson  will  be  a  star  in 
Africa  having  sealed  his  sec¬ 
ond  deal  in  a  year,  while 
Ramaphosa’s  stock  wifi  also 
rise  if  he  secures  a  stake,"  said 
one  analyst 

It  is  also  passible  that  GFSA 
could  reenrer  the  battle  for 
JCl^  Tavistock  coal  mine, 
which  is  currently  under  offer 
to  Lonrho  for  £225  million. 

GoIdCo  will  be  based 
around  three  mining  sites  in 
Driefontein,  Kloof  and  the 
southern  Orange  Free  State. 
Other  non-core  assets  are 
likely  to  be  sold  off  over  the ' 
next  two  years.  The  two  com¬ 
panies  wQl  be  making  offers  to 
minority  shareholders  in  foe 
separate  goldfields  in  the  com¬ 
ing  months. 

Current  annual  production 
will  total  four  million  ounces 
with  resources  estimated  to  be 
120  million  ounces. 

Linder  the  terms  of  the  deal,  i 
Gencor  will  purchase  Asteroid 
and  take  an  indirect  stake  in 
GSFA,  in  return  for  selling  its 
stake  in  foe  merged  company. 
GoldCo.  to  GSFA.  _ 

Tempos,  page  31 
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Wheel  power  Richard  Farrant  becomes  chief  operating  officer  of  NewRo  next  week 
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Top  posts 
at  NewRo 
filled  by 
old  hands 

By  Marianne  Curphey 


HOWARD  DAVIES,  execu¬ 
tive  chairman  of  the  new 
financial  services  watchdog, 
has  named  the  team  that  will 
implement  a  wide-ranging 
shake-up  of  City  regulation. 

Richard  Farrant.  head  of 
the  Securities  and  Futures 
Authority;  Michael  Fool 
superviser  at  foe  Bank  of 
England;  and  Philip  Thorpe, 
chief  executive  of  Imro,  have 
been  appointed  managing  di¬ 
rectors  at  NewRo,  the  body 
that  will  succeed  the  Securi¬ 
ties  and  Investments  Board. 

The  Government  has 
drawn  heavily  from  the  old 
financial  regulatory  bodies 
criticised  by  Labour  in  opposi¬ 
tion.  The  Treasury  says  it 
seeks  to  ensure  continuity. 

Mr  Farrant,  53.  is  to  start  as 
chief  operating  officer  at  the 
end  of  next  week.  He  will 
chair  the  management  com¬ 
mittee  and  be  responsible  for 
operations.  Mr  Foot  50.  will 
be  in  charge  of  foe  supervi¬ 
sion  of  banks,  building  societ¬ 
ies.  securities  firms,  insurance 
companies  and  financial  mar¬ 
kets.  Mr  Thorpe,  43,  will 
become  head  of 
authorisation,  enforcement 
and  consumer  relations. 

The  new  regulator  wfll  be 
formally  launched  in  London 
on  October  28.  R  will  replace 
foe  nine  current  regulatory 
bodies,  have  a  staff  of  2.100, 
and  will  supervise  banks, 
investment  firms,  stockbro¬ 
kers,  advisers,  building  societ- 
ies  and  insurance  companies. 

Commentary,  page  29 
City  Diary,  page  30 


DTI  takes  a  look 
at  troubled  Azlan 


Fears  grow  over  cut 
in  pension  tax  relief 


ByPaulDurman 


By  Marianne  Curphey 


THE  Department  of  Trade 
and.  Industry  is  taking  an 
interest  in  Azlan,  a  computer 
network  equipment  company 
that  yesterday  revealed  a  cata¬ 
logue  of  accounting  blunders, 
a  lack  of  financial  controls, 
and  suspected  acts  of  conceal¬ 
ment  and  impropriety  by  se¬ 
nior  employees. 

AzJan's  failure  to  deal  prop¬ 
erly  with  mounting  trade 
debts  and  stocks  wiped  out  the' 
£15.1  million  profit  it  thought  it 
had  made,  pushing  it  to  a  E14.1 
million  loss.  Barrie  Morgans, 
who  has  stepped  in  as  chair¬ 
man  and  chief  executive,  said 
that  Azlan  would  not  have 
survived  but  for  the  support  of 
its  bankers. 

Mr  Morgans  said  Azlan  had 
had  contacts  with  DTI  officials, 
but  he  (fid  not  know  whether  the 


department  was  planning  a 
full  investigation. 

An  investigation  by  KPMG, 
the  company's  auditor,  con¬ 
cluded  that  Azlan  had  suffered 
“a  serious  failure  of  manage¬ 
ment  and  internal  financial 
control".  It  identified  “certain 
areas  of  wrong-doing  ...  in¬ 
cluding  serious  neglect  on  the 
part  of  individuals  and,  possi¬ 
bly.  acts  of  concealment  and 
improper  behaviour".  In  some 
cases,  what  controls  existed 
were  over-ridden  by  senior 
management. 

Azlan  is  raising  £242  mil¬ 
lion  to  ensure  its  survival,  with 
a  two-for-one  rights  issue  at 
37p  a  share  —  compared  with 
the  555p  price  before  its  shares 
were  suspended  in  June. 

Commentary,  page  29 


HIGHER-RATE  taxpayers 
are  being  urged  to  pay  as 
much  as  possible  into  pension 
plans  before  November’s 
“green  Budget"  amid  fears 
that  the  Government  is  plan¬ 
ning  to  reduce  relief  on 
contributions. 

Currently,  people  in  the  40 
per  cent  tax  bracket  get  relief 
at  the  highest  rate  on  all 
payments  made  into  personal 
pensions  or  employers' 
schemes.  However,  many  in 
the  industry  believe  Gordon 
Brown,  the  Chancellor,  is  con¬ 
templating  cutting  relief  to  the 
basic  rate  of  23  per  cent  next 
month,  and  -in  the  process 
raising  an  extra  £1  billion. 

Barbara  Williamson,  pen¬ 
sions  director  of  Berry  Birch  & 
Noble,  the  independent  finan¬ 
cial  adviser,  said:  “There  is  a 


50-50  chance  the  Government 
will  take  action  and  introduce 
foe  measure  from  the  date  of 
the  Budget  Alternatively,  it 
could  be  brought  in  from  the 
beginning  of  the  next  financial 
year.  If  they  do  so  it  will  not 
motivate  people  to  continue 
paying  into  plans." 

Charles  Levett-Scrivener.  a 
specialist  with  Towry  law.  foe 
financial  adviser,  said:  “1  am 
surprised  such  a  move  has  not 
already  happened.  There  are 
around  23  million  higher-rate 
taxpayers  who  would  be 
affected." 

The  Department  for  Social 
Security  said:  "There  is  a 
growing  gap  between  rich  and 
poor  pensioners.  However,  no 
derision  has  yet  been  taken." 

Weekend  Money,  page  55 


A  WEEK  IN  THE  CITY 


Reptiles  were  at  large  In 
the  City’ this  week.  Big 
ones.  Ready  to  pounce 
on  unsuspecting  victims.  The 
hunting  ground  was  the  sta- 
tic-charged  world  of  electron¬ 
ic  trading,  the  latest 
milestone  in  the  evolution  of 
the  24-hour  trading  day. 

The  Stock  Exchange  took 
advantage  of  the  weekend’s 
inactivity  to  lest  its  US-style 
trading  system,  due  to  kick  in 
on  October  20.  Based  on  the 
results,  it  could  be  time  to  sell 
everything  —  fast 
The  five  .  simulation 
brought  out  drat  most  repul¬ 
sive  of  City  opportunists.  The 
Snake  in  the  Grass.  These 
slippery  predators  input  or¬ 


ders  for  millions  of  shares, 
wait  for  a  hapless  victim  to 
enter  the  wrong  price,  then 
strike  before  there  is  time  to 
correct  the  error.  Saturday’s 
chaos  included  an  order  for 
£S  billion  in  POweiGen 
shares,  while  someone  else 
sold  Halifax  shares  at  hp- 
The  Stock  Exchange  said 
that  it  would  be  fine  on  the 
day. 

Less  optimistic  about  life 
was  that  venerable  iguana. 
Alan  Greenspan,  who  was 
living  up  to  his  reputation  as 
a  modern-day  Nostradamus. 
Nobody  understands  what 
he’s  talking  about,  but  every¬ 
one  panics  all- the  same. 
Greenspan’s  •••  gloomy 


m usings  about  the  US  econo¬ 
my  caused  predictable  chaos 
in  London,  with  the  FTSE 
100’ see-sawing  on  Wednes¬ 
day  from  a  high  of  60.9  to  end 
435  in  the  red. 

On  Thursday,  the 
Bundesbank's  derision  to 
raise  its  key  money  market 
interest  rate,  foe  repo, 
brought  more  of  the  same, 
with  shares  plunging  96 
points  ar  one  stage. 

.  .  Not  yet  locked  in  to  EMU 
■  behaviour,  the  Bank'  of  En¬ 
gland’s  monetary  policy  com¬ 
mittee  derided  to  leave  UK 
interest  rates  at  7  per  cent  in 
rspito  of  gloomy  tidings  on  the 

inflation  front  Rising  mort¬ 
gage  costs  pushed  headline 


inflation  from  35  per  cent  to 
3.6  per  cent,  the  highest  for 
two  years.  Inflation  has 
breached  foe  Government’s 
target  for  the  fourth 
successive  month  since  the 
general  election. 

The  surprise  comeback  of 
the  week  fell  to  Liam  Strong, 
recently  of  Sears,  foe 
Selfndges-toshoes  group. 
Ordinarily,  his  appointment 
to  the  board  of  an  obscure  US 
telecoms  company  would 
barely  have  raised  an  eye¬ 
brow.  That  the  company  was 
WorldCom,  bidding  $30  bil¬ 
lion  for  MCI  to  scupper  BTs 
expansion  plans,  made  this 
one  rather  differem. 

Strong,  who  becomes  chief 


executive  of  WorldCom 
International,  confirms  his 
reputation  as  a  corporate 
chameleon,  having  worited 
with  mustard  and  soap,  air¬ 
lines,  shoes,  and  now 
telecoms.  Paler  around  the 
gills  is  Sir  Robert  Horton, 
remembered  for  his  acerbic 
style  at  British  Petroleum, 
who  quit  as  chairman  of  JKX 
Oil  and  Gas.  ending  what 
could  have  been  an  oil  indus¬ 
try  comeback.  He  remains 
chairman  of  Rail  track. 

A  collective  sigh  of  relief  at 
Canary  Wharf  when  Com¬ 
merzbank  formerly  declared 
itself  out  of  the  running  for 
BZW,  hurled  on  to  the  mar¬ 
ket  by  Barclays  ten  days  ago. 


No  one  in  equities  or 
corporate  finance,  the  bits 
being  sold,  seemed  particu¬ 
larly  wild  about  foe  prospect 
of  working  for  the  Germans, 
favouring  an  American  buy¬ 
er.  Big  bonuses  were  dan¬ 
gled,  as  the  list  of  rumoured 
buyers  continued  to  grow. 

The  week  would  not  be 
complete  without  one  big 
payoff  Ray  Irani,  chairman 
of  Occidental  Petroleum, 
agreed  to  redraft  the  terms  of 
his  contract  with  the  US  oil 
group  in  return -for  a  one-off 
payment  of  $95  million  (£57 
million).  Enough  to  make  the 
snakes  hiss. 

Jon  Ashworth 


William 
Hill  sale 
the  end 
of  Brent 
Walker 

By  Dominic  Walsh 


BRENT  WALKER,  foe  debt¬ 
laden  leisure  group,  has  asked 
to  be  delisted  from  the  Stock 
Exchange  after  confirmation 
yesterday  that  William  Hill, 
bookmaker,  its  last  major 
asset,  is  to  be  sold  to  Nomura 
International  for  £700  million. 

The  proceeds  of  the  sale, 
plus  a  further  £49  million  of 
surplus  cash  in  foe  William 
Hill  business,  will  be  used  to 
pay  off  a  chunk  of  the  group's 
£15  billion-plus  debt  moun¬ 
tain,  but  foe  shortfall  means 
ordinary  shareholders  will  re¬ 
ceive  nothing.  When  the  deal 
is  completed  next  month, 
Brent  Walker,  whose  shares 
peaked  at  465p  in  1987.  will  be 
wound  up,  probably  through 
liquidation. 

Yesterday’s  deal  effectively 
closes  the  book  on  a  company 
that  became  one  of  foe  stock 
market's  darlings  in  the  1960s. 
George  Walker,  a  former  East 
End  boxer,  borrowed  heavily 
to  create  a  glamorous  empire 
ranging  from  luxury  hotels 
and  casinos  to  pubs,  golf 
courses  and  marinas,  but 
came  badly  unstuck  during 
foe  recession. 

He  was  ousted  in  1991, 
although  three  years  later  he 
was  acquitted  after  a  multi¬ 
million-pound  fraud  trial. 

Nomura,  as  with  its  recent 
£15  billion  purchase  of 
Inntrepreneur  and  Spring 
Inns,  is  acquiring  William 
Hill  through  a  specially-creat¬ 
ed  vehicle,  the  Grand  Book¬ 
making  Company. 

Guy  Hands,  head  of  princi¬ 
ple  finance  at  Nomura  Inter¬ 
national,  will  sit  on  the  GBC 
board  and  is  expected  to 
securitise  the  business's 
cashflow. 

There  had  been  suggestions 
that  Mr  Hands  was  planning 
to  sack  the  William  Hill 
management,  after  it  declared 
its  support  for  a  rival  bid  from 
CVC  Capital  partners.  How¬ 
ever.  a  spokesman  for  Nomu¬ 
ra  said  last  night  that 
discussions  with  John  Brown, 
managing  director,  and  his 
team  had  been  “very  positive". 

William  Hill  is  foe  UK’s 
second  largest  chain  of  book¬ 
ies  after  Ladbrokes,  with  1531 
shops  and  9.000  employees.  It 
made  a  profit  last  year  of  £50.3 
million  from  turnover  of  £1.65 
billion. 

Commentary,  page  29 
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STOCK  MARKET 
INDICES 

FTSE  100. — .  5227.3  (+9.5) 

YWd . .  3.12% 

FTSE  All  share  ..  2455JQ  (+4.44) 
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Dow  Jones .  B042L51  (-18.91)* 
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Federal  Funds....  5 (SVfo) 
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...  1.6210*  (1.6243) 

_  1.6210  (1.6371) 
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Tokyo  dose  Yen  Closed 
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*  denotes  mid  day  trading  price 


MCI  expected 
to  open  talks 
with  WorldCom 

From  Oliver  August 

IN  NEW  YORK 

MCI  is  expected  to  open 
formal  talks  with  WorldCom 
after  asking  its  investment 
bankers  to  seek  more  infor¬ 
mation  on  WoridCom’s  $30 
billion  takeover  offer  that  is 
threatening  MCl’s  $24  billion 
merger  with  BT. 

The  foil  MCI  board  met 
yesterday  to  hear  presenta¬ 
tions  from  Lazard  Frtres  and 
Lehman  Brothers,  their  advis¬ 
ers.  Sir  Peter  Bonfield.  foe  BT 
chief  executive,  was  excluded 
because  of  the  conflict  of 
interest  over  whether  to  rec¬ 
ommend  BT*s  offer  or 
WoridCora’s  offer. 

Lazard  and  Lehman  will 
work  together  during  foe  ne¬ 
gotiations.  BT  is  expected  to 
announce  shortly  whether  it 
will  participate  in  the  negotia¬ 
tions.  The  MCI  board  is 
believed  to  have  decided  not 
to  give  any  formal  recommen¬ 
dation  to  shareholders  on 
which  bid  to  accepL 


A.  faraway  look  comes  into 
people's  eyes  when  mention  is 
made  of  the  South  of  France.  For 
roost,  it  is  the  capital  of  chic:  a 
sun-kissed  playground  of  exotic 
resorts  and  spectacular  scenery 
L  studded  with  ancienc  vineyards 
L  -  among  them.  La  Motto,  La 
ft  Boulimdiere  and  Les  Garrigues 
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Ombudsman  delivers  NFC  pensions  victory 


By  Gavin  Lumsden 


THE  Pensions  Ombudsman  has 
granted  an  historic  victory  to  NFC. 
the  privatised  haulage  group,  in  a 
dispute  over  E263.7  million  of 
pension  surpluses. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  Julian 
Farrand  has  sided  with  a  privatised 
company  on  the  issue  of  pension 
surpluses.  Last  year  the  Ombuds¬ 
man  ordered  the  National  Bus 
Company  to  recover  E168  million  of 


surplus  from  the  Government.  A 
case  between  the  trustee  and  the 
Department  of  Transport  is  to  be 
heard  soon. 

In  a  test  case  for  the  electricity 
industry  that  was  heard  earlier  this 
year.  Dr  Farrand  ordered  National 
Grid  to  repay  E 46  million  of 
surpluses,  although  the  derision 
was  overturned  on  appeal  at  the 
High  Court  and  a  counter  appeal  is 
pending.  In  July  of  this  year  Dr 
Farrand  made  a  similar  ruling 


against  die  Industrial  Training 
Boards. 

Yesterday,  however.  Dr  Farrand 
rejected  a  complaint  from  Harold 
Clark,  a  former  NFC  manager,  who 
has  campaigned  against  the  merger 
of  three  NFC  pension  funds  in  1992. 
By  merging  funds  for  salaried  and 
waged  staff  with  another  fund  it  had 
established  in  1QS8.  the  year  before  its 
notation,  NFC  gained  the  right  to 
claim  for  a  return  of  surpluses- 
Although  it  has  not  exercised  this 


right,  it  has  used  the  surpluses  to 
hind  a  contributions  holiday  since 
19SS.  Yesterday  NFC  said  it  would 
not  pay  into  the  funds  for  at  least 
another  three  years. 

In  his  complaint  Mr  Clark  accused 
NFC  and  its  pension  trustee  of 
misusing  surpluses  arising  from 
1QSS.  1991  and  1994.  He  said  NFC  had 
always  acted  in  its  own  interests  and 
not  those  of  its  members.  Distribu¬ 
tions  of  surpluses  in  the  form  of 
benefit  enhancements  had  discrimi¬ 


nated  against  the  fund  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  he  claimed. 

Dr  Farrand  said  Mr  Clark,  now 
retired,  had  benefited  from  the 
merger  and  that  companies  were 
under  no  obligation  to  put  mem¬ 
bers’  interests  first 

A  spokesman  for  the  Ombuds¬ 
man  'said  there  had  been  no  change 
of  direction  by  Dr  Farrand  and  that 
the  sequence  of  judgments  on 
privatised  companies  had  been 
coinridentaL 


New  York 
rebuffs  UBS 
over  $lbn 
bond  deal 


From  Oliver  August  in  new  york 


NEW  YORK  CITY  officials 
have  punished  UBS  for  its  role 
in  the  Nazi  gold  row  by  cutting 
the  Swiss  investment  bank  out 
of  a  $1  billion  (£600  million) 
municipal  bond  deal. 

UBS  is  being  replaced  by 
NatWest  Markets  on  the  deal 
worth  several  million  dollars  in 
fees,  making  it  Nat  West's  big¬ 
gest  deal  of  its  kind. 

“  Alan  Hevesi.  the  city  comp¬ 
troller.  said  the  move  was 
triggered  by  the  bank's  reluc¬ 
tance  to  help  the  investigation  of 
funds  deposited  in  Swiss  bank 
vaults  during  the  war.  The  case 
is  believed  to  be  rhe  first  official 
sanction  resulting  from  the 
investigation. 

Mr  Hevesi  said  he  objected  to 
UBS  earning  million-dollar  fees 
from  business  with  the  city 
while  its  Swiss  directors  re¬ 
mained  unapologetic  over  the 
bank's  conduct. 

New  York  City  is  planning  to 
borrow  $1,075  billion  against 
future  federal  and  state  pay¬ 
ments  for  welfare  and  education 
expenditure.  UBS  had  led  the 
group  of  finance  houses  that 
organised  the  deal  and  was 
expected  to  receive  half  of  the 
tutal  fees. 

Mr  Hevesi  asked  the  group  to 
"reconfigure  the  team  of  banks 
to  exclude  UBS"  and  they 
complied,  replacing  it  with 
NatWest  and  SocGen.  Now  the 
future  involvement  of  UBS  in 
New  York  City  bond  issues  is 
uncertain.  Over  the  past  20 


years.  UBS  has  helped  the  city 
out  of  several  financial  crises. 

Mr  Hevesi  said:  "We  were 
faced  with  the  derision  of 
whether  to  go  ahead  and  do 
business  as  usual  or  send  a 
message  to  Union  Bank  of 
Switzerland.  We  derided  it 
would  be  sending  the  wrong 
message  to  accept  the  bid." 

UBS  is  one  of  the  top  ten 
banks  on  Wail  Street  with  $1.7 
billion  in  capital.  Richard 
Capone,  the  US  head  of  UBS. 
said:  “We  respect  the  position 
of  the  comptroller  even  though 
we  do  not  agree  with  iL 

“We  are  proud  of  the  fact 
that  the  Swiss  banks  are 
working  extremely  hard  and 
providing  leadership  in  re¬ 
solving  the  Second  World  War 
dormant  accounts  issue  fairly 
and  with  sensitivity.  We  un¬ 
derstand  it  is  an  emotional 
and  complex  issue,  and  we  are 
committed  to  understanding 
the  truth  and  doing  whar  is 
right." 

Mr  Hevesi’s  actions  were 
criticised  by  the  US  State 
Department  which  is  trying  to 
get  Swiss  banks  to  make  large 
donations  to  Holocaust  survi¬ 
vors.  Stuart  Eizenstat,  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
Economic  Affairs,  said  New 
York’s  actions  “'further  in¬ 
flame  passions  in  Switzer¬ 
land”  and  insisted  that 
"confrontation  with  the  banks 
will  achieve  far  less  ,  than  co¬ 
operation”. 


David  Norman  is  stepping  down  as  chairman  and  chief  executive  of  BNB  Resources 


BNB  profits  fall  by  25% 


By  Chris  Ayres 


BNB  RESOURCES,  the  re¬ 
cruitment  and  training  com¬ 
pany,  yesterday  blamed  a  25 
per  cent  slump  in  interim  pre¬ 
tax  profits  from  £2.4  million  to 
£1.8  million  on  failing  earn¬ 
ings  at  Norman  Broad  bent 
International  the  group's 
flagship  headhunting  arm. 

The  hit  on  BNB’s  profits 
will  compound  the  embar¬ 
rassment  caused  by  NBI, 


which  has  seen  several  key 
staff  defect  to  join,  or  set  up. 
rival  organisations  over  the 
past  two  years.  Senior  staff 
who  have  left  include  Miles 
Broadbent  the  division's  co- 
founder.  and  Julian  Sainty.  a 
financial  services  specialist 
BNB  also  confirmed  yester¬ 
day  that  David  Norman  had 
stepped  down  as  chairman 
and  chief  executive  to  become 


nonexecutive  chairman.  Grab- 
ham  Durgan  has  been  pro¬ 
moted  to  chief  executive. 

BNB’s  turnover  grew  by  11 
percent,  from  £563  million  to 
£62.6  million,  in  the  six 
months  to  June  30.  while 
earnings  per  share  fell  22  per 
cent  from  6.9p  to  5.4p.  An 
unchanged  interim  dividend 
of  2.4p  will  be  paid  on 
November  28. 


New  move 
to  fend  off 
Casino's 
predators 


From  Adam  Sage 
-  in  Paris 


CASINO,  the  French  retailer, 
struck  an  important  blow  in 
its  struggle  to  fend  off  a  hostile 
Fr31  billion  (about  E3J26  bil¬ 
lion)  takeover  bid  yesterday 
when  it  took  a  Fr900  million 
21.4  per  cent  stake  in  the  rival 
Monoprix  chain  of 
supermarkets. 

The  move  was  part  of  a 
three-way  deal  that  saw 
Monoprix  purchase  the  small¬ 
er  Pnsunic  chain  from  the 
Pinault  Prin  temps  Redoute  re¬ 
tail  group  for  Frl.61  bilion. 

Casino  is  attempting  to 
block  a  hostile  offer  from  the 
retailer  Promodes  in  the  hope 
of  retaining  a  measure  of  in¬ 
dependence.  The  French  food 
industry  is  undergoing  fierce 
restructuring,  watched  with 
interest  by  Tesco.  which  is 
expected  to  seek  a  buyer  for 
Catteau,  its  French  supermar¬ 
ket  chain,  which  is  valued  at 
between  £200  million  and 
£300  million. 

Pa  ill- Louis  Halley,  the 
Promodes  chairman,  reacted 
swiftly  to  the  latest  develops 
orient  in  a'  takeover  battle 
marked  by  high  finance,  in¬ 
sults.  political  intrigue  and 
family  squabbles.  “We  cannot 
abandon  our  offer.”  he  said. 

M  Halley  offered  Fr273  bil¬ 
lion  for  Casino  last  month  and 
increased  his  offer  by  Fr3  bil-. 
lion  this  month.  Rallye,  the 
rival  retailer  which  already 
owns  33  per  cent  of  Casino's 
shares,  responded  -  with  a 
white  knight  offer,  which  was 
welcomed  by  Casino’s  board 
and.  initially  at  least,  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  chain’s  founding 
Guichard  family,  who  control 
8  per  cent  of  the  shares  and  16 
per  cent  of  the  voting  rights. 
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i his  week  The  Times  has  teamed  up 
with  The  Sunday  Times  and  Churchill 
Insurance,  to  offer  readers  the  chance  to 
win  one  of  four  exciting  cars.  Each  one 
reflects  a  different  lifestyle  and  is  worth 
more  than  £20,000. 

The  waiting  list  for  the  Lotus  Etise, 
pictured,  stretches  an  incredible  18  months 
but  we  have  acquired  one  for  a  lucky 
reader.  He  or  she  will  be  ushered  into  an 
exclusive  band  of  drivers  privileged  enough  to  own  a 
sports'  car  with  pedigree  as  well  as  performance.  It  is 
technically  innovative  with  fabulous  styling  and 
incredible  handling  and  has  scored  more  plaudits  from 
more  pundits  than  almost  any  sports  car. 


HOW  TO  ENTER 


Simply  collect  10  differently  numbered  tokens  from  The  Times  and 
two  differently  numbered  tokens  from  The  Sunday  Times.  Tokens  will 
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1997,  to:  The  Ttrnes/Churchill  Insurance  Prtoa  Draw,  PQ  Box 5078,  Leighton  Buzmrd,  Bods  LU7  7G8.  { 
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Ulster  TV  move 
pleases  Scottish 


By  Raymond  S noddy,  media  editor 


SCOTTISH  MEDIA  is  pri¬ 
vately  pleased  that  Can  West 
Global  Communications  has 
raised  its  stake  in  Ulster 
Television  to  7.4  per  cent. 

The  stake-building  by  the 
Canadian-owned  company, 
which  is  barred  from  taking 
control  of  Ulster  TV  because  it 
is  a  non-European  Union 
company,  is  being  seen  as 
helping  to  keep  Ulster  on  ice 
for  Scottish,  the  television  and 
newspaper  group. 

Scottish  now  holds  more 
than  18  per  cent  in  Ulster  TV 
and  there  is  little  doubt  that  it 
would  like  to  take  control  as 
long  as  it  does  not  have  to 
overpay. 

Directors  recently  bought  11 
percent  of  Ulster  TV  to  help  to 


ensure  that  any  potential  pur¬ 
chaser  would  have  to  pay 
what  they  saw  as  a  fair  value 
For  the  ITV  company.  Their 
stake  is  now  worth  almost  £15 
million. 

The  Scottish  view  is  that 
with  more  than  36  per  cent  of 
the  company  held  by  three 
groups  of  shareholders  it 
would  not  be  easy  for  an 
external  predator  to  swoop. 

At  the  veiy  least  Scottish 
wants  to  ensure  that  one  of  the 
three  large  ITV  groups. 
Carlton.  Granada  and  United 
News  &  Media,  is  not  able  to 
consolidate  their  power  by 
swallowing  Ulster. 

Scottish  sees  Ulster  TV  as  a 
way  of  reaching  the  all-Ire¬ 
land  advertising  market. 


Prices  data 
rattles 
Wall  Street 


By  Janet  Bush 

ECONOMICS  EDITOR 
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CHANGING  TIMES 


WALL  STREET  ended  a  diffi¬ 
cult  week  with  another  negative 
shock  in  the  form  of  a  much 
larger  than  expected  rise  in 
producer  prices  in  September. 

The  US  producer  prices 
index  rose  0.5  per  cent,  more 
than  twice  the  02  per  cent  rise 
anticipated  by  economists, 
and  the  biggest  rise  since  last 
December.  Core  producer 
prices,  which  exclude  food  and 
energy,  rose  0.4  per  cent.  Core 
prices  had  risen  ty  only  0.1  per 
cent  in  August. 

The  Dow  Jones  industrial 
average  fell  50  points  at  the 
opening  in  reaction,  but  later 
clawed  back  some  of  its  losses. 

The  market  regained  its 
poise  as  analysts  noted  that 
the  increase  in  producer  prices 
was  largely  down  to  steep  rises 
in  the  prices  of  tobacco  and 
passenger  vehicles,  regarded 
as  one^ffs. 

The  markets  remain  hyper¬ 
sensitive  to  any  signs  of  incipi¬ 
ent  inflation  after  Alan 
Greenspan,  Chairman  of  the 
US  Federal  Reserve,  spoke  of 
the  dangp  of  price  pressures 
re-emerging  as  unemploy¬ 
ment  falls  further. 


Sweden  opts 
for  delay 
over  EMU 


By  Janet  Bush 

ECONOMICS  EDITOR 


SWEDEN  yesterday  formally 
ruled  out  joining  a  single 
currency  in  the  first  wave, 
currently  scheduled  for  Janu¬ 
ary  1. 1999. 

The  minority  Social  Demo¬ 
cratic  government  proposed 
that  the  door  should  be  left 
open  for  membership  at  a 
later  date  but  said  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  economic  and  mone¬ 
tary  union  would  be  decided 
in  a  referendum. 

But  Sweden's  Conservative 
opposition  party  called  for  the 
crown  to  be  linked  to  the 
European  Exchange  Rate 
Mechanism  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible  to  pave  the  way  for 
membership  of  EMU,  prefer¬ 
ably  at  the  start  of  1999. 

□  Ian  Plenderleith.  executive 
(Erector  of  die  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land.  tokl  a  seminar  in  Paris 
that  City  preparations  for  foe 
euro  were  wrfl  underway  and 
that  the  advent  of  foe.single 
currency  would  be  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  rather  than  threat  for 
London  as  a  financial  centre. 

He  said  that  firms  had  not 
been  deterred  by  uncertainly 
over  Britain’s  position  on  die 
single  currency. 
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BAe  in  European 
defence  venture 


THE  European  defence  industry  “ru^Mated  forther 
yesterday  ^British  Aerospace  and  Lagard^s  of  wan 
took  a  jomtsvake  in  LFK.  the  guided-wt^ponssu^^^ 
Germany's  Daimler  Benz  Aerospace,  tw>  oompamg 
have  taken  a  30  per  cent  stake,  15  per 
their  existing  Matra  BAe  Dynamics  joint  ventore.  TO 
agreement  is  subject  to  regulatory  approval.  BAe  saia 
yestenday  that  the  deaL  announced  after 
market  had  dosed,  would  strengths  lts 
upcoming  bids,  including  Germany's  Taurus  smno-o  ^ 
missile  programme  and  the  arming,  of  thefOTthc^mg 
Eurofighter.  It  said  the  benefits  to  foe  European  defence 
industry  would  come  from,  shared  marketing  ot  an 

integrated  product  range.  _ 

LFK  made  aloss  of  DM42  million  (£15  million)  in  1996 >on 
a  turnover  of  DM884  million.  The  less  includes 
restructuring  costs  that  BAe  would  not  quantify  yesterday. 
It  said  the  business,  which  operates  from  three  sites  in 
Germany  and  employs  1,500  people,  was  now  responding 
to  these  remedial  measures.  At  the  raid  of  1996.  LFK  had  net 
assets  of  DM66  million. 


Celsis  raises  £3.7m 


CELSIS  INTERNATIONAL,  the  hygiene  monitoring  com¬ 
pany,  has  raised  £3.7  million  through  new  shares  at  95p  to 
help  to  ftihd  its  purchase  of  Scientific  Associates,  a  US 
contract  testing  lalxiraiory  in  St  Louis.  Missouri.  The  £4.4 
million  purchase  and  a  new  alliance  with  Cadbury 
Schweppes  are  the  latest  moves  in  an  attempt  to  win  market 
acceptance  for  its' rapid  contamination  detection  monitors. 
Scientific  made  a  pre-tax  profit  of  $600,000  (£370.000)  on 
sales  of  $6.9  million  in  foe  year  to  September  30. 


Chrysler  earnings  drop 


CHRYSLER,  the  US  automotive  corat 


said  higher 


ipany. 

incentives,  market  share  losses  and  model  changeovers  in  the 


summer  caused  a  35  per  cent  drop  in  third-quarter  earnings. 
But  foe  results  exceeded  Wall  Street  estimates,  and  Chrysler 
moved  to  appease  shareholders  by  saying  it  wOl  buy  back 
another  $2  billion  worth  of  stock  by  foe  end  of  1998.  Chrysler 
earned  $441  million,  or  65  cents  a  share,  during  foe  July  to 
September  period,  down  from  $680  million,  or  93  cents  a 
share,  a  year  earlier. 


Lloyds  TSB  agreement 


A  BILL  paving  the  way  for  foe  full  integration  of  Lloyds  Bank 
and  TSB  is  eiqiected  to  be  passed  next  year  after  banking  un¬ 
ions  agreed  to  withdraw  two  petitions  containing  amendmen¬ 
ts.  Lloyds  TSB.  formed  via  the  merger  of  the  two  banks  in  1995, 
has  agreed  with  LTU  and  BIFU  that  it  will  recognise  them  in 
negotiations  on  "harmonised’’  terms  and  conditions  for  staff. 
Passage  of  the  Bill  will  enable  the  banks  to  become  one  legal 
entity.  This  will  mean  that  its  customer  databases  can  be  integ¬ 
rated,  giving  more  opportunity  to  cross-sell  financial  products. 


Forest  slips  on  debut 


SHARES  of  Nottingham  Forest,  foe  football  dub.  closed  at 
61p  yesterday,  their  first  day  of  trading,  against  foe  70p  offer 
price.  The  shares  trade  on  the  Alternative  Investment  Mar¬ 
ket  Nottingham  Forest  relegated  last  season,  hopes  to  make 
a  prompt  return  to  the  . Premiership  and  the  stock  market 
flotation  was  to  provide  funds  to  strengthen  foe  playing 
squad.  Some  five  million  shares  were  put  up  by  the  dub,  and 
only  3.7  mfllionwere  actually  applied  for.  Leicester  City  is  the 
next  dub  to  headtfor  the  stock  market  on  October  24. 


Link-up  lifts  Tradepoint 


SHARES  in  Tradepoint  foe  electronic  market  set  up  to  win 
business  from  the  London  Stock  Exchange,  rose  more  than  12 
per  cent  yesterday  on  news  that  the  company  has  linked  up 
with  the  leading  trading  software  suppliers  to  big  investment 
banks.  It  has  signed  a  deal  that  will  enable  users  of 
Royalblue's  tides sa  software  to  access  Tradepoint  on  foe 
same  screen  as  London  Stock  Exchange  trading.  The  shares, 
which  have  risen  sharply  in  recent  months  on  the  bade  of  a 
refinancing  and  boardroom  changes,  rose  I5p  to  136  "ap. 


Waterman’s  record  year 


WATERMAN  PARTNERSHIP,  the  consulting  engineer, 
raised  pre-tax  profits  by  62  jper  cent  to  £1.08  million  in  foe 
year  to  June  30.  The  total  dividend  rises  from  I2p  to  i.85p  out 
of  earnings  up  from  2.6p  to  4p.  Bob  Campbell,  managing 
director,  said:  “This  has  been  a  record  year  for  foe  group  in 
volume  terms,  with  excellent  and  sustainable  growth  in  work 
done  and  in  profits.  Our  order  book  continues  to  grow  and 
now  stands  at  a  record  level.  Waterman  has  improved 
margins  over  the  year.” 


Innovative  chief  leaves 


INNOVATIVE  TECHNOLOGIES,  the  wound-dressing  com¬ 
pany,  has  parted  with  its  founders,  the  husband  and  wife  toam 
of  Keith  Gilding  and  Diane  Mitchell  Mr  Gilding  has  been 
replaced  as  chief executive  by  Roy  Smith,  the  former  Johnson  & 
Johnson  executive  who  joined  Innovative  in  April  and  took 
control  of  the  wound  care  business  only  last  month.  Innovative 
has  struggled  to  make  sales.  Mr  Smith  said  that  Mr  Gilding 
had  shown  tremendous  entrepreneurial  drive,  but  foe 
company  needed  to  focus  on  commerdalising  its  products. 


Hewetson  buoyant 


HEWETSON.  foe  building  materials  group,  yesterday 
said  its  first-half  profits  would  be  above  mariS 
emegaticns.  The  shares  rase  9  bp  to  I  OS  bp  in  response. 
Hewetson  said  trading  tn i  the  first  six  months  to  September 
30  has  been  buoyant,  with  significantly  improve^anrips 
ovCTjhe  same  penod  last  year.  Interim  profits  vSlbe 
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SUNDAYTEMES 
^  Who  runs  British 


-  liUUOil 

business?  The  first 
comprehensive  study. 

nf  1/1  non _ 


of  14,000  company 
directors  and  senior 
managers  —  their 
.  educational, .  . 
professional  and 

recreational 

background  —  reveals 
some  surprising 
answers...^;/ 


An  exclusive  survey,  in  The 
Sunday  Times  Business, 
tomorrow 
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George  Walker's  reput- 
anon  as  a  fighter 
beyond  his  eafty  dayTS 

™  ooxir^  nng.  Even  a/ the 
struggie  to  sort  out  the  commer- 
□al  d^aster  he  created  went  into 
its  final  round,  he  was  leapinfi 
into  the  ring,  trying  to  dissuade 

Bur  Nomura's  Guy  Hands 
jas  not  to  be  deterred,  even  by 
die  pugnacious  Mr  Walker  The 
dear  was  done  and,  with  its 
completion.  Brent  Walker 
Charge  Walker’s  corporate  folly, 
was  effectively  consigned  to 
oblivion.  The  company  can  now 
wound  up.  the  fate  that  Mr 
Walker  had  wanted  to  postpone 
while  he  continued  with  auda¬ 
cious  efforts  to  sue  the  business 
through  the  Trench  courts. 

A  defunct  company  will  take 
no  heed  of  whatever  conclusion 
w  "finch  Judiaaiy  reaches  in 
Mr  Walker's  claim  for  damages 
from  the  company  he  founded 
but  which  was,  eventually 
driven  to  sack  him.  Shareholders 
may  see  some  justice  in  this, 
since  their  share  certificates  are 
now  officially  worthless.  Even 
though  the  company’s  annual 
reports  had  screamed  that  there 
would  be  nothing  left  for  or¬ 
dinary  shareholders  after  the 
dismemberment,  there  were  still 
some  naive  enough  to  hope. 

But  the  bankers  who  backed 
Mr  Walker’s  ambitions  Will  get 
back  very  much  more  than  they 
could  have  expected,  thanks  to 
the  efforts  of  Sir  Brian  GosweJQ, 


wins  Hands  down 


chairman,  and  John  Leach, 
chief  executive.  Mr  Leach  arrived 
at  Brent  Walker  six  years  ago 
with  the  intention  of  spendingax 
months  helping  a  Jm  squad  to 
put  things  to  rights.  It  has  taken 
him  rather  longer,  but  yesterday 
.  he  was  delighted  to  have  done 

himself  out  of  a  job. 

The  two  mam  banking  cred¬ 
itors,  Standard  Chartered  and 
Uqyds  TSB,  have  not  rushed  him 
and  have  benefited .  from  the 
wait  In  line  with  the  old  maxim, 
Brent  Walker’s  debts  of  over  El 
oulion  ensured  that  it  received 
rather  better  treatment  than  a 
company  in  hock  for  just  a  few 
thousand.  Instead  of  some  up¬ 
start  regional  manager  pulling 
the  rug  out  from  under  at  foe  first 
sign  or  trouble,  this  case  received 
foe  personal  attention  of  Mal¬ 
colm  Williamson  and  Sir  Brian 
Pitman.  Their  approach  has 
meant  that,  instead  of  being  run 
down  and  pushed  into  a  fire  sale, 
William  Hill  has  been  sold  as  a 
strong  business  with  a  price  to 
match.  Perhaps  the  two  hank 
chiefs  should  give  a  tutorial  to 
some  of  their  lowlier  staff  on  the 
merits  of  this  approach? 

We  have  yet  to  learn  of  Mr 
Hands’s  plans  for  the  business, 
beyond  finding  investors  pre¬ 
pared  to  take  on  foe  securitised 


COMMENTARY 

by  our  City  Editor 


ting  shops  to  create  an  invest- 
nt  that  some  Sids  might  find 


William  Hfll.  He  might  consider 
parcelling  his  huge  assortment  of 
puts  with  his  newly  acquired 

betting 

meat 

irresistible. 

But  Nomura’s  success  does 
raise  questions  over  another 
leisure  business.  Bass,  banned 
from  taking  over  Carls  berg 
Tetley,  had  examined  William 
Hill  as  a  complement  to  its  Coral 
bookmaking  business.  Where 
will  Sir  Ian  Prosser  look  next? 


The  witch  in 
Azlan’s  wardrobe 


Besides  being  the  name  of  a 
company  boasting  of 
being  Europe’s  largest 
supplier  of  equipment  and  train¬ 
ing  for  computer  networks, 
Azlan  was  foe  name  of  the  lion  in 
The  Uon,  the  Witch  and  the 
Wardrobe,  CS  Lewis’s  children’s 
classic.  A  thorough  spring-clean¬ 
ing  of  Azlan’s  wardrobe  has  pro¬ 


duced  a  very  scary  witch  indeed. 

As  a  lesson  in  what  happens 
when  a  business  runs  out  of 
control,  it  will  cake  some  beating. 
The  litany  of  failings  that  runs 
through  yesterday’s  mammoth 
statement  of  the  company's  pos¬ 
ition  is  extraordinary.  A  long  list 
of  basic  accounting  errors  adds 
up  to  a  lack  of  financial  controls, 
a  failure  to  apply  those  that 
existed,  and.  worst  of  all,  a 
willingness  to  override  checks 
that  produced  inconvenient 
numbers.  So  instead  of  the  £15.1 
million  profit  the  company  imag¬ 
ined  it  had  made  in  April,  last 
years  trading  actually  produced 
a  loss  of  EI4.1  million.  Azlan  was 
seemingly  so  desperate  to  meet . 
its  City  forecasts  foal  it  stopped 
bothering  to  pay  its  suppliers  for 
the  rapidly  accumulating  stocks. 

Some  indication  of  foe  scale  of 
the  “serious  neglect . . .  [possible] 
acts  of  concealments  and  im¬ 
proper  behaviour"  is  the  fact  that 
Azlan  has  disciplined,  warned  or 
accepted  resignations  from  IS 


)le.  Meeting  all  those  unpaid 
:  would  have  forced  Azlan 
into  receivership  but  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  SBC  Warburg  Dillon 
Read.  To  carry  on,  it  needs  to 
raise  E24.2  million  in  a  rights  is¬ 
sue  pitched  at  an  astonishing  93 
per  cent  discount  to  the  previous 
market  price  of  the  shares.  Dis¬ 
counts  cannot  come  much  deeper. 

The  largest  share  of  the  blame 
for  this  catastrophe  must  rest  with 
Adrian  Lamb,  the  former  finance 
director  who  seems  to  have  been 
hopelessly  out  of  his  depth  but  is 
hanging  on  to  the  £33.333  bonus 
he  took  in  May  in  recognition  of 
the  company’s  supposed  achieve¬ 
ment  of  its'  targets.  This  fallacy 
started  to  fall  apart  as  soon  as  Mr 
Lamb  was  replaced  by  Peter 
Bamam. 

Although  Azlan’s  management 
accounts  were  dearly  misleading, 
it  is  hard  to  believe  that  they 
contained  no  warning  signals  for 
the  non-executive  directors, 
headed  by  Michael  Brooke. 

The  Azlan  affair  also  calls  into 


question  the  worth  of  auditors' 
reviews  of  interim  results. 
KPMG,  whose  forensic  team 
have  now  dug  up  all  this  dirt, 
failed  to  spot  foe  flaws  last 
November.  Will  the  firm  now  feel 
inclined  to  hand  back  part  of  its 
fee?  It  is  not  good  enough  just  to 
make  sure  the  columns  of  figures 
add  up,  if  the  figures  themselves 
are  based  on  wishful  thinking. 


Nothing  new 
at  NewRo 


There  is  something  depress- 
ingly  familiar  about  the 
new  face  of  City  regula¬ 
tion.  Apart  from  the  presence  at 
its  helm  of  Howard  Davies, 
himself  merely  moved  over  from 
the  Bank  of  England,  the  new 
super-regulator  is  simply  taking 
the  old  regulators  and  giving 
them  new  job  titles. 

This  may  be  enough  to  turn  a 
system  that  has  been  oft  casti¬ 
gated  for  its  ineffectualness  into  a 
sharp  new  policeforce  for  the 
financial  markets,  but  a  dash  of 
new  blood  would  have  been  so 
much  more  exciting. 

Given  the  scale  of  the  task 
involved,  a  chief  executive  with  a 
proven  track  record  in  running 
large  organisations  might  have 


been  a  useful  addition  to  the 
panel  of  regulatory  professionals 
who  will  now  line  up  below  Mr 
Davies's  chairmanship. 

Hie  bearded  Richard  Farrant 
apparently  believes  that  his 
experience  in  shaping  the  Securi¬ 
ties  and  Futures  Authority  will 
fully  equip  him  to  be  chief 
operating  officer  of  the  new 
authority. 

The  City,  and  Mr  Davies,  will 
have  to  nope  that  he  is  righr 
because  putting  together  the 
people  and  the  systems  to  equip 
the  new  authority  will  be  a  huge 
job.  The  City  itself  is  already 
divided  as  to  how  NewRo  will  be 
staffed,  some  favouring 
secondments  from  the  industry, 
while  others  see  worrying 
possibilities  for  conflicts  of  in¬ 
terest  in  such  a  structure. 

One  outsider  in  the  team 
might  have  brought  fresh  think¬ 
ing  to  such  quandaries,  but  it  is 
not  to  be. 


BNB  poser 


DAVID  NORMAN'S  decision  to 
become  non-executive  rather 
than  executive  chairman  of  BNB 
Resources,  where  profits  are 
sliding,  begs  two  questions. 
First,  if  other  firms  followed  his 
and  merely  promoted  foe  mana¬ 
ging  director  in  such  circum¬ 
stances,  what  would  happen  to 
headhunting  firms  such  as  his 
Norman  Broadbenr  Internation¬ 
al  subsidiary.  And  secondly,  will 
his  generous  profit  share  in  NBI 
survive  his  change  in  status? 
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Retailers  jockey 
for  lead  in 
home  deliveries 


By  Sarah  Cunningham 


-  J  SAINSBURY  is  changing  its 
strategy  on  home  deliveries  by 
severing  its  link  with  Flana¬ 
gans.  foe  independent  com¬ 
pany  that  delivers  Sainsbury's 
groceries  to  doorsteps  around 
southwest  London. 

From  now  on,  Sainsbury's 
"  intends  to  concentrate  on  in- 
house  development  of  its  ser¬ 
vices  within  foe  increasingly 
competitive  home  deliveries 
marker.  A  spokeswoman  for 
the  supermarket  group  said 
foar  foe  Flanagans’  link  did 
not  fit  in  with  Sainsbury’s  own 
plans. 

Flanagans  said  it  will  cany 
on  with  its  business  and  still-- 
has  plans  to  extend  its  delivery 
range  to  north  London. 

Tesco.  Sainsbury’s  arch-ri¬ 
val.  which  has  overtaken  it  as 
Britain's  largest  supermarket 
group,  is  also  investing  heavi¬ 
ly  in  home  delivery  trials  in 
parts  of  London  and  may 
extend  them  to  cover  foe  whole 
of  foe  capiial. 

If  these  are  a  success,  it  may 
then  go  nationwide  with  foe 
doorstep  service,  which  costs 
E5  a  rime. 

Other  supermarket  groups, 
including  Safeway  and  Ice¬ 
land.  are  also  experimenting 


with  variations  on  grocery 
home  deliveries.  Iceland  is 
extending  its  service  in  Edin¬ 
burgh  and  the  North  East  of 
England  to  indude  a  £4  deliv¬ 
ery  thaj  can  be  ordered,  by 
phone  or  fax. 

According  to  Paul  Smiddy, 
food  retail  analyst  at  Credit 
Lyonnais  Lung,  "Home  deliv¬ 
ery  is  one  of  those  areas  where 
none  of  foe  major  British 
groups  wants  to  be  left  out 
But  foe  problem  is  that  while 
foe  cost  of  taking  orders  has 
fallen,  foe  cost  of  delivery 
hasn't.? 

Sainsbury's  itself  is  conduct¬ 
ing  trials  of.  two  projects  — - 
order  and  collect  and  home 
delivery  —  in  Watford  aqd 
Solihull  It  is  also  working  an 
an  electronic  shop  with 
Hewlett-Packard,  foe  comput¬ 
er  company,  and  on  a  personal 
computer  based  ordering 
system. 

Like  Safeway,  it  is  also  in 
talks  with  British  Interactive 
Broadcasting  about  using  in¬ 
teractive  television  as  a  plat¬ 
form  for  selling  its  groceries. 

Dominick  Scott-Flanagan, 
joint  chief  executive  of  Flana¬ 
gans.  said  that  foe  decision  to 
end  the  link  with  Sainsbury's 


had  been  reached  amicably 
and  by  mutual  agreement  "It 
.will  be  a  phased  process,  and 
will  finally  cease  in  March,” 
he  said. 

Flanagan's  has  been  deliv¬ 
ering  products  supplied  by 
Sainsbury's  —  although  no 
own-label  Sainsbury's  goods 
—  for  two  years  for  a  £4 
charge. 

The  company  has  recently 
joined  a  buying  consortium  to 
ensure  continuity  of  supply. 
Mr  Scott-Flanagan  said  that 
customers  will  notice  no 
change  in  the  service,  which  is 
based  on  a  catalogue,  and  that 
Flanagans  still  plans  to  ex¬ 
pand  across  London  next  year. 

Flanagans,  which  is  based 
in  Wandsworth,  is  run  by  Mr 
Scott-Flanagan  and  Adrian 
Flanagan,  his  brother.  The 
company  ran  into  difficulties 
last  year  and  had  to  be 
refinanced  ,  by  private 
investors. 

Tesco's  trial  is  currently 
running  at  six  of  its  stores  in 
Hammersmith,  Lea  Valley. 
Leeds,  Gsterley.  Romford  and 
Sutton.  Tesco  also  uses  foe 
Internet  for  home  shopping, 
with  its  own  “Internet 
superstore". 
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Standi  ey:  the  board  has  recommended  acceptance  but  the  way  is  .open  for  a  rival  offer 


Appleyard  sale 
creates  biggest 
motor  retailer 


By  Chris  Ayres 


THE  motor  retail  industry 
braced  itself  for  a  significant 
shake-up  yesterday  when 
Appleyard. '  foe  struggling 
Harrogate  dealer,  received  an 
agreed  £53  million  offer  from 
Jardine  International  Motor 
Holdings. 

Appleyard’s  deal  with 
JIMH.  a  subsidiary  of  Jardine 
Mafoesan.  foe  multibiJlion- 
pound  Hong  Kong  conglom¬ 
erate,  will  create  Britain's 
biggest  motor  retailing  group, 
with  estimated  annual  sales  of 
£1.3  billion.  The  moves  comes 
as  many  other  motor  retailers, 
including  Henlys  and  Lex 
Service,  are  selling  their  deal¬ 
erships  in  response  to  foe 
increasingly  harsh  demands 
of  manufacturers.  They  are 
switching  to  industries  with 
higher  margins,  and  where 
they  have  more  contol  over 
their  businesses. 

Appleyard’s  current  deal¬ 
erships,  which  sell  both  mid¬ 
dle-market  and  volume 
brands,  including  Audi  and 
Vauxhall,  will  initially  be  run 
separately  from  JIMH's  up¬ 
market  Lancaster  business. 
Lancaster  currently  holds 
franchises  for  Jaguar, 
Porsche,  Ferrari  and  BMW. 

JIMH's  bid  comes  after  a 
period  of  intense  turmoil  for 


Appleyard.  which  has  strug¬ 
gled  to  keep  its  franchises  after 
failing  to  integrate 
acquisitons.  The  company  was 
also  recently  hit  tty  a  fraud 
scandal.  Shares  in  Appleyard 
have  fluctuated  wildly  since 
rumours  of  potential  takeover 
bids  began. 

Peter  Ward,  chief  executive 
of  JIMH.  said  he  planned  to 
spend  three  months  reviewing 
Appleyard 's  current  business¬ 
es  and  management.  “The 
problems  Appleyard  has  expe¬ 
rienced  so  far  have  not  neces¬ 
sarily  been  caused  by  foe 
management,"  he  said. 

"1  am  hoping  we  are  going 
to  find  talented  management 
already  in  the  company.  I 
think  it  would  be  unrealistic  to 
see  the  company  turned 
around  in  a  few  months.  I 
would  say  a  year  at  least." 

Appleyard.  which  made 
pre-tax  losses  of  £5.1  million 
last  year,  saw  its  shares  surge 
12b  p  to  784  p  yesterday. 
JIMH's  bid  for  Appleyard 
values  its  shares  at  SOp  each, 
a  21.2  per  cent  premium  on 
yeaterday’s  closing  price. 
JIMH  has  so  far  secured  25.6 
per  cent  of  Appieyard's  share 
capital. 
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DMGT  expands 
radio  empire 


By  Raymond  S noddy,  media  editor 


DAILY  MAIL  and  General 
Trust  has  spent  nearly  £40 
million  in  expanding  its  com¬ 
mercial  radio  empire  in 
Australia. 

The  publisher  of  foe  Daily 
Mail  has  acquired  Regional 
Broadcasters  Australia,  the 
holding  company  for  foe  radio 
assets  of  Rural  Press  which 
runs  25  AM  and  FM  radio  sta¬ 
tions  and  has  licences  for  addi¬ 
tional  FM  stations.  The  sta¬ 
tions  are  in  towns  such  as 
Cairns  and  Kalgoorlie  and  are 
mainly  in  regional  Queens¬ 
land  and  Western  Australia. 
The  total  cash  price  is  A$SS 
million  (£39  million).  DMG 
Radio  Australia's  existing  rad¬ 
io  interests  are  mainly  in  Vic¬ 
toria  and  New  South  Wales. 

DMG  Radio  Australia  was 
■"ormed  18  months  ago  to  make 


significant  investments  in  the 
Australian  radio  industry. 

With  the  new  deal  the  group 
can  daim  it  owns  foe  largest 
number  of  commercial  radio 
stations  in  Australia,  present 
in  a  total  of  29  markets.  The 
current  portfolio  of  20  AM  and 
FM  stations  will  now  expand 
to  55  stations,  including  10  FM 
licensed  to  go  on  air  in  the  next 
few  months. 

As  well  as  developing  the 
regional  network  DMG  Radio 
plans  to  apply  for  licences  in' 
the  main  metropolitan  areas 
when  they  become  available. 

Charlie  Cox,  chairman  of 
DMG  Radio  Australia,  said 
yesterday:  “DMG  Radio  is 
committed  to  foe  development 
of  a  significant  presence  in  the 
Australian  broadcasting 
industry." 


Advertising 
agencies 
‘out  of  step’ 


NIALL  FITZGERALD, 
chairman  of  Unilever,  yes¬ 
terday  attacked  advertising 
agencies  for  failing  to  keep 
up  with  communication 
technologies  (Raymond 
S  noddy  writes). 

Mr  FitzGerald  told  the 
European  Association  of 
Advertising  Agencies  in 
Dublin  that  there  was  “an 
alarming  discrepancy"  de¬ 
veloping  between  what 
Unilever  brands  were  going 
to  want  and  what  contempo¬ 
rary  agencies  were  good.  aL 

He  said  that  simple  one¬ 
way  commnnication.  such 
as  network  television,  had 
its  best  and  biggest  days 
behind  ft.  Already  fast-mov¬ 
ing  consumer  goods  manu¬ 
facturers  were  starting  to 
find  foe  Internet  a  personal, 
cheap  and  effective  brand 
medium,  he  added. 


Peek  backs  £98m 
takeover  bid 


-  By  Marttn  Barrow 


PEEK,  the  supplier  of  traffic 
control  equipment,  is  recom¬ 
mending  a  £98  million  take¬ 
over  bid  by  Thermo  Power,  a 
rival  American  company. 

The  cash  offer  of  SOp  a 
share  is  almost  double  yester¬ 
day's  closing  price  of  42p  a 
share  but  at  a  significant 
discount  to  the  12-monfo  high 
of  107b  p.  struck  almost  a 
year  ago.  David  Walsh,  who 
became  chairman  in  May 
after  foe  ousting  of  Ken 
Maud,  said  the  offer  “repre¬ 
sents  good  value"  for  Peek 
shareholders. 

Peek  shares  fell  sharply 
after  a  profits  warning  in 
April,  when  it  said  it  was 
likely  to  incur  a  £1-5  million 
first-half  loss  due  to  deferred 
orders.  In  foe  first  half  of  the 
previous  year  the  company 
had  earned  £4  million  and 


the  City  anticipated  steady 
growth,  supported  by  invest¬ 
ment  in  traffic  management 
systems  in  foe  UK  and  the 
rest  of  Europe.  In  its  last 
financial  year  Peek,  whose 
chief  executive  is  Allen 
Standley,  earned  pre-tax 
profits  of  £12.6  million  on  a 
turnover  of  a  tittle  more  than 
£162  million. 

Yesterday's  offer  was  an¬ 
nounced  after  the  close  of 
trading.  Although  the  Peek 
board,  which  is  advised  by 
Deutsche  Morgan  Grenfell, 
has  recommended  the  offer, 
Thermo  and  existing  direc¬ 
tors  only  speak  for  about  2.9 
per  cent  of  the  equity,  leav¬ 
ing  the  way  open  for  a  rival 
offer.  Mr  Maud  speaks  for 
about  32  million  shares,  or 
around  2.5  per  cent,  through 
family  trusts. 


Founder  suggests  fun-time  position  as  Wall  St  prepares  for  slim  pickings 
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Jobs  turns  up  heat  on  Apple  role 
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From  Oliver  August  in  new  York 


Jobs:  spiritual  leader 


STEVE  JOBS,  foe  founder  of  Apple 
Computer  and  currently  its  interim  chief 
executive,  surprised  Silicon  Valley  by 
suggesting  he  could  become  full-time 
chief  executive. 

Apple'had.been.on  foe  brink  of  hiring 
Sam  Palmisano,  a  senior  executive  and 
heir  apparent  at  CBM.  fin1  the  job  but  Mr 
jobs  is  said  to  be  the  only  person  capable 
of  saving  foe  ailing  computer  company. 

He  rad  an  industry  conference  to 
expect  an  announcement  on  dropping  foe 
“interim"  from  his  title  after  a  holiday  to 
Hawaii,  where  he  plans  to  “walk  on  foe 
beach  and  think  about  it". . : 

This  summer.  Mr  Jobs  ousted  Gil 


.  Amelio,  the  previous  chief  executive,  after 
his  return  to  the  company  he  co-founded 
in  1976.  His  latest  remarks  are  seen  as  a 
testing  of  investors'  opinions  on  his  full 
return.  Tim  Bajarin,  president  of  Creative 
Strategies,  said:  “The  more  we  look  at  foe 
.  situation,  most  of  us  have  come  to  see  that 
maybe  he  is  foe  only  guy  who  can  save 
Apple.  It  appears  there  is  a  dilemma. 
Steve's  role  is  as  a  spiritual  leader  and 
practical  leader." 

Mr  Jobs's  remarks  will  have  under¬ 
mined  the  search  for  an  outside  chief 
executive  and  will  make  his  full-time 
appointment  almost  inevitable.  His  ten¬ 
dency  to  interfere  and  his  continued 


interest  in  day-to-day  operations  is  likely 
to  dismay  candidates  such  as  Mr 
Palmisano.  As  someone  who  has  worked 
all  his  life  in  a  huge  corporation,  Mr 
Palmisano  is  said  to  be  lacking  Mr  Jobs's 
maverick,  feisty  style  needed  to  turn 
around  Apple,  a  company  whose  new 
■advertising  slogan  is  "Think  different". 

Next  week.  Wall  Street  expects  Apple  to 
announce  quarterly  losses  of  14  cents  per 
share,  compared  with  a  six  cents  profit 
last  year.  Mr  Jobs  has  made  plain  his 
desire  to  return  the  company  to  profit.  He 
said:  “We  will  be  doing  some  very;,  very 
innovative  things  in  distribution  in  foe 
next  90  days." 


■  Swirch  your  buildings  insurance  from  vour  mortgage 

UP  TO  .  lender  to  Prudential  and  we'll  give  you  £25  off  your  first 
year's  buildings  premium. 

' '  What’s  more,  if  you  take  our  combined  buildings  and 

4  '  contents  insurance,  .you'll  receive  a  10fr  discount  off  vour 
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conrents  premium. 

And  if  you're  aged  45  or  over,  then  rhere's  up  ro  20T7-  off 

your  buildings  and  contenrs  premiums. 

In  fact,  the  average  saving  for  customers 
who  switch  to  Prudential  is  around  £100.  With 
savings  like  these,  it's  no  wonder  that  over  90% 
of  our  customers  renewed  their  policies  with 
us  last  year. 
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INSURANCE  ^ 


For  a  free  home  insurance  quote  ring 


0800  300  300 


quoting  reference  PRS  186. 
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Gavin  Casey  really  is  in  the 
honest  seat  in  town.  This 
weekend  the  London  Stock 
Exchange  chief  executive  will  be  at 
his  workplace  again,  managing  a 
final  dress  rehearsal  for  the  biggest, 
most  controversial,  change  to  City 
share  trading  for  200  years. 

Ii  is  the  sixth  weekend  that  Casey 
and  City  workers  have  spent  in  the 
Square  Mile  testing  to  destruction  a 
new  system  that  has  caused  more 
blood  and  tears  than  any  of  its  other 
revolutions,  and  cost  many  millions 
of  pounds. 

D-Day  is  October  20.  That  is  when 
die  281  member  firms  switch  from 
the  present  quotedriwen  system  to  a 
central  order  book  for  trading  the 
rop  FTSE 100  stocks.  For  the  layman, 
the  order  book  should  allow  inves¬ 
tors  to  chose  how,  and  at  what  price, 
they  want  an  order  executed  far 
more  efficiently  than  today. 

Casey  calls  it  only  the  start  to  an 
evolutionary  process  for  share  trad¬ 
ing,  not  a  Big  Bang  2.  The  book  gives 
us  the  technology  to  adapt  trading  as 
the  market  sees  fit."  he  says.  “It  could 
change  again  in  five  or  ten  years'  time 
because  we  have  the  platform  now  to 
do  this.  It  is  like  a  Model  T  Ford 
which  we  will  keep  adapting  and 
adding  new  products  to." 

Buying  and  selling  shares  will  be 
more  transparent,  and  cheaper  for 
private  clients  and  big  investors 
because  it  lowers  spreads  and  should 
make  London  even  more  competitive. 
If  Casey  pulls  this  off.  as  he  seems 


Chief  sails  Stock  Exchange 
into  a  brave,  new  world 


about  to  do.  he  will  be  the  toast  of  the 
dealing  rooms,  rather  than  hurled 
from  the  Stock  Exchange  like 'prede¬ 
cessors  who  fell  foul  of  die  powerful 
cartels  and  dinosaurs  that  prowled 
its  corridors. 

Let  us  not  forget  that  Casey  is  the 
fourth  chief  executive  in  less  than  a 
decade.  All  three  of  his  predecessors 
were  sacked  because  they  had  run 
their  own  personal  agendas,  rather 
than  find  a  consensus  for  all  the 
market  users. 

How  has  Casey  achieved  such 
apparent  harmony?  “I  know  it  is  not 
sexy,  but  consultation  and  more 
consultation  is  the  answer."  he  says. 
“That  is  what  I  have  done  from  the 
beginning,  i  like  to  get  on  with  the 
job.  I  am  a  manager." 

Casey  sacrificed  a  top-flight, 
bonus-inflated  salary  package  to 
take  on  his  managerial  role,  but  he 
had  banked  a  tidy  sum  from  the  sale 
of  Smith  New  Court  to  Merrill 
Lynch,  a  cushion  of  comfort  from, 
which  to  try  something  new. 

"When  1  started.  I  aid  nor  have  a 
view  about  whether  it  should  be  an 
order  bods  or  the  quote-driven 
system,"  he  says.  “I  started  talking  to 
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every  single  constituency  —  all  the 
users,  private  investors,  the  corpo¬ 
rates  and  the  institutions  to  find  out 
what  they  wanted.  We  published  our 
views,  got  the  feedback,  and  pub¬ 


lished  that  We  put  those  into  the 
design." 

There  is  another  reason.  When 
Casey  was  chosen  for  the  job  14 
months  ago,  die  joke  in  the  City's 
black-humoured  dealing  rooms  was 
“Gavin  Who?".  Apart  from  this 
relatively  small  City  circle.  Casey 
has  stayed  invisible  to  die  wider 
world.  That  is  just  how  he  wants  it 

He  has  been  obsessive  about 
keeping  out  of  the  headlines,  impos*. 
mg  a  Trappist  discipline  on  his  press 
craps  and  senior  executives  nor  to 
talk  other  than  about  the  new 
system. 

This  was  the  right  strategy  and 
has  endeared  him  to  die  City's 
bosses,  who  prefer  not  to  find  their 
affairs  splashed  across  the  breakfast 
table.  It  is  also  due  to  his  diplomacy 
that  they.  too.  have  not  seen  fit  to 
leak  their  battles  to  the  press. 

Casey  has  been  lucky,  too.  because 
most  of  the  tng  battles  were  thrashed 
out  before  he  joined.  There  have 
been  compromises  to  reach  the 
status  quo.  Market-makers  have 
been  sweetened,  and  they  will  be 
allowed  to  trade  off  the  order  book  if 
the  deal  is  eight  times  larger  than  the 


average  market  size.  Casey  says  that 
his  Merrill  Lynch  Smith  New  Court 
market-making  background  has 
had  no  influence  on.  his  decision. 
Surprisingly,  others  tend  to  agree. 

Once  the  system  goes  live.  Casey 
may  go  more  public.  He  has  other 
fish  to  fry  —  insider  dealers  who 
escape  punishment  even  though  his 
surveillance  men  record  every  share 
trade  detail.  "We  are  in  talks  with  the 
relevant  authorities  to  see  how  we 
can  improve  dealing  with  these 
people,"  he  says. 

Keeping  London  ahead  in  Europe 
is  another  challenge  as  Frankfurt 
and  Paris  talk  more  about  merging. 
“London  js  the  centre  of  gravity," 
Casey  says.  “More  capital  is  invested 
hoe  than  other  European  centres. 
We  do  have  many  advantages,  but 
we  must  ensure  that  we  give  the 
industry  what  it  wants.  That  is  an 
ongoing  process.- 

Casey  does  not  believe  that  the 
exchange  will  wither  away  in  favour 
of  alternative  electronic  dealing,  say 
via  die  Internet.  Nor  does  he  believe 
thar  if  the  exchange  did  not  exist 
there  would  be  no  need  to  invent  it 

"Often  in  life  the  more  things 
change,  the  more  they  stay,  the 
same,"  he  says.  "Most  people  are 
more  comfortable  in  a  central  mar¬ 
ket  with  rules  of  engagement 
Dealers  want  to  be  able  to  take  a 
position  to  lay  off  risk."  After  all  — 
without  risk,  there  is  ho  capital.  - 


MARGARETA  PaGANO  Gavin  Casey  is  transforming  City  share  dealing 
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Club  Med  seeks  brighter  image 


Dominic  Walsh 


on  moves  to  put 


new  life  into 


the  travel  group 


and  win  back  a 


younger  clientele 


Club  Mtditerran6e, 
pioneer  of  the  all- 
inclusive  sun,  sea  and 
sex  holiday,  has  never 
been  for  from  the  headlines 
during  its  47  years.  Armed 
robberies,  staff  strikes  and.  in 
1992.  the  death  of  30  Club  Med 
holidaymakers  in  an  air  crash 
in  Senegal,  have  sometimes 
contrived  to  disturb  foe  compa¬ 
ny's  credo  “happiness  is  our 
business”.  But  1997  wflj  surely 
go  down  as  this  Gallic  institu¬ 
tion's  annus  horribilis. 

In  July.  still  reding  from  fog 
financial  losses  and  a  manage¬ 
ment  shake-up.  Club  Med  was 
exposed  in  court  for  compiling 
seem  records  on  its  customers' 
financial  status,  behaviour,  and 
even  their  standards  of  hygiene. 

The  controversial  practice 
emerged  after  a  woman  who 
had  been  on  a  Dub  Med 
holiday  with  a  male  friend 
returned  home  to  find  her 
husband  had  filed  for  divorce. 
In  court,  foe  man's  solidtor  said 
that  his  client  had  found  out 
about  the  affair  after  gaining 
access  to  the  holiday  group's 
computer  records. 

It  seems  special  codes  were 
used  on  guest  history  files  to 
alert  staff  to  a  customer's  per¬ 
ceived  peccadilloes.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  an  M  against  a  name  meant 
an  unreliable  payer,  while  an  I 


Club  Med  has  suffered  from  under-investment  and  seen  its  position  eroded  by  more  innovative  competitors 


would  indicate  someone  with  a 
predilection  for  affairs  and  oth¬ 
er  anti-social  behaviour  such  as 
drunkenness,  mental  instability 
or  a  criminal  record. 

The  company's  reported  re¬ 
sponse  was  breathtaking.  It 
admitted  it  had  made  a  mistake 
in  allowing  details  of  foe  affair 
to  be  passed  to  someone  outside 
the  company,  but  said  it  had  no 
plans  to  stop  compiling  infor¬ 
mation.  It  added:  “We  need  to 
know  about  our  customers. 
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British  and  proud  of  it 
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virgin  atlanridEST 


Some  are  causing  problems  and 
getting  Dub  Med  into  trouble 
because  they  are  behaving  like 
naughty  boys  and  girls  ” 

Just  days  later,  the  strained 
relationship  between  foe  found¬ 
ing  Trigano  family  and  Philippe 
Bourguignon,  the  former  chair¬ 
man  of  EuroDisney  brought  in 
to  turn  round  Club  Mechs 
fortunes,  erupted  into  open  war¬ 
fare.  Gilbert  Trigano,  the  veter¬ 
an  co-founder  of  the  company, 
and  his  son.  Serge,  who  was 
shunted  aside  as  chief  executive 
in  February  to  make  way  for  M 
Bourguignon,  resigned  from  the 
company's  supervisory  board, 
hinting  that  they  might  set  up  a 
rival  holiday  group. 

Unable  to  hide  his  disdain  Ira 
M  Bourgnignon's  background. 
Serge  Trigano  argued  foot  Dub 
Med  villages  were  in  danger  of 
turning  into  “Mickey  [Mouse! 
dubs".  He  added:  "We  are 
leaving  because  it  is  no  longer 
our  dub  and  the  soul  we  wanted 
to  give  it  has  gone.  It  wfl]  be  a 
different  dub  from  the  past  and 
it  is  not  my  dub.  There  is  no 
place  fra  a  Trigano." 

M  Bourguignon,  however, 
can  draw  comfort  from  the  view 
of  one  veteran  executive  who 
said  yesterday  that  foe  depar¬ 
ture  of  the  Triganas  was  long 
overdue.  The  company  was 
due  for  a  dean-up.  The  things 
that  sure  happening  are  only 
what  is  happening  with  other 
companies.  Some  of  these  things 
were  already  in  motion,  but  are 

simply  being  speeded  up.  After 

Philippe  Bourguignon  arrived 
we  were  all  expecting  the 
Triganos  to  move  on.  You  can 
only  have  one  captain  of  a  ship." 


The  group’s  interim  results, 
announced  earlier  this  month, 
show  foe  extent  of  the  task  that 
M  Bourguignon  faces.  It  report¬ 
ed  a  lass  of  Fr413  million  after 
one-off  charges  relating  mainly 
to  restructuring  costs  and  asset 
writedowns  and  M  Bourguig¬ 
non  gave  a  warning  that  further 
provisions  would  be  taken  in  the 
second  half  of  the  year. 

In  many  ways,  die  problems 
of  Dub  Med  are  similar  to  those 
of  Bu  din's,  whose  parent  com¬ 
pany.  the  Rank  Group,  recently 
unveiled  plans  for  a  E139  million 
revamp.  Although  the  two  holi¬ 
day  operators  are  targeted  at 
different  markets,  both  have 
suffered  from  under-investment 
and  have  seen  their  positions 
eroded  by  more  innovative  and 
cost-conscious  competitors.  As 


with  Butiin's,  whose  famous 
Redcoats  bear  a  passing  resem¬ 
blance  to  Club  Med's  Gentil 
Organisnieurs,  foe  question 
that  has  had  to  be  addressed  is 
whether  foe  concept  is  capable 
of  being  revived,  or  whether  it 
has  passed  its  sell-by  date. 

White  analysts  remain  scepti¬ 
cal  of  Rank's  ability  to  bring 
Butiin's  into  the  21  st  century,  the 
view  is  positive  on  foe  more 
sophisticated  offering  of  Dub 
Med.  One  analyst  said:  "The 
arrival  of  Bourguignon  is  great 
news  for  Dub  Med.  The  Dub 
Med  brand  still  has  a  tremen¬ 
dous  amount  of  value,  but  needs 
a  good  kick  up  foe  arse.  The  new 
management  face  the  delicate 
task  of  bringing  the  concept 
right  up  to  date  while  retaining 
the  ethos  that  made  it  successful 


in  the  first  place.”  First  and 
foremost,  is  foe  requirement  to 
sort  out'  the  portfolio  of  110 
locations  —  about  20  of  which 
are  ski  resorts  —  by  dosing  the  ‘ 
older  ones  and  upgrading  ofo-. 
ers.  The  company  has  said  that 
three  resorts  are  to  be  dosed  or 
sold.  It  is  also  expected  to 
dispose  of  about  15  sites  over  the 
next  few  years.  Details  of  the 
reftirbishment  programme  and 
the  future  direction  for  market¬ 
ing  and  operations  will  be 
revealed  next  month. 

A  Paris-based  analyst  who 
recently  holidayed  at  the  Dub 
Med  an  the  Greek  island  of  Kos 
said  lade  of  consistency  and  a 
chaotic  booking  system  were  the 
main  problems  facing  foe  com¬ 
pany.  They  still  have  some  of 
the  alder  hippy-type  places  they 
started  with,  whereas  there  are 
many  like  Kps  which  are  very 
smart,  four-star  properties,"  he 
said.  “But  jft  not  cheap.  For  a 
family  of  four,  including  two 
children  under  six,  the  cost  of 
two  weeks  in  peak  season  came 
to  more  than  £4,500 all  in.  It  was 
a  great  holiday,  and  it  induded 
everything  from  flights  to  food 
and  drink  to  watersports,  but 
that's  actually  a  lot  of  money. 
The  perception  that  they're  ex¬ 
pensive  compared  to  the  flight 
and  accommodation-only  pack¬ 
ages  is  also  something  they’ve 
got  to  address." 


flair  to  nourish 


Alasdair  Murray  rumbas  to  Cuba’s  lively 
rendition  of  a  Mediterranean-style  resort 


Ti 


Philippe  Bourguignon:  brought  in  In  turn  round  Dub  Med 


|  hat  becomes  more  cru¬ 
cial  if,  as  foe  company 
claims,  it  wants  to  win 
back  a  younger  clien¬ 
tele.  Last  year,  its  1.4  million 
visitors  —  or  gentib  membres 
as  customers  are  referred  to  — 
had  a  n  average  age  of  38,  but  the 
aim  is  to  bring  that  average 
down  as  it  attempts  to  hit  a 
target  of  two  million  by  the  year 
2000. 

To  achieve  those  goals,  it  has 
adopted  a  more  aggressive  mar¬ 
keting  strategy  and  its  recent 
advertising  campaigns  have 
moved  away  from  the  “happi¬ 
ness"  approach  to  slogans  such 
as  "start  living". 

The  French  financial  com¬ 
munity  dearly  has  confidence  in 
M  Bourguignon.  Since  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  his  appointment 
the  share  price  on  the  Paris 
Bourse  has  risen  from  a  Low  of 
Fr3Il  to  a  high  earlier  this 
month  of  just  over  Fr500.  Then 
in  April,  Exor.  the  French 
investment  vehicle  con  trolled  by 
Italy's  Agndli  family,  raised  its 
stake  to  19  per  cent. 

The  company  has  come  a  long 
way  since  1950  when,  in  the 
company’s  own  words.  Dub 
Med  members  “spent  their  days 
frolicking  in  the  Mediterranean 
sea  and  their  nights  sleeping 
under  army  surplus  tents  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Trigano  family". 

Shareholders  are  hoping  that 
M  Bourguignon  can  complete 
its  transformation.  If  he  cannot. 
Dub  Med's  47-year  history  of 
independence  may  yet  be  cut 
short. 


ihfiippe  Bourguignon  is 
determined  to  prove 
that  Dub  Med  is  still 
fun.  As  the  Cuban  carnival 
procession  winds  its  ‘  way 
around  the  resort’s  swimming- 
pool,  he  is  first  out  of  his  chair 
to  dance  salsa.  Hie  next 
evening;  Oub  .Med’s  new 
chief  executive  pops  up  in  a 
disco  show  worthy  of  Andrew 
Lloyd  Webber,  sporting  a 
mammoth  quiff  and  drain-' 
pipe  jeans.  He  participates  in 
every  event  with  the  enthusi¬ 
asm  of  a  young  GO  —  Club 
Med's  very  French  version  of 
a  Butiin’s  RedcoaL 
M  Bourguignon  is  able  to 
pufl  off  the  performance.  His 
diminutive  size  —  his  wife 
towers  over  him  on  the  dance 
floor  —  lends  him  a  natural 
air.  ofcomedy^His  disarming 
honesty  and  genuinely  infor¬ 
mal  approach  when  conduct¬ 
ing  more  serious  business 
have  ensured  his  popularity 
among  both  his  staff  and  the 
French  finan¬ 


cial  commun¬ 
ity.  By  the  end 
of  the  weekend 
trip  to  cete- 
brate  Club 
Med's  new 
opening  in 
Cuba,  even  the 
most  embit¬ 
tered  member 
of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  press 
corps  is  at  least 
feigning  enjoy-  • 
ment 


The  image  has 


been  blurred. 


We  need  to 


rediscover  an 


older  and 


simpler  style 


The  Varadero  resort,  situat¬ 
ed  on  Cuba's  north  coast  is 
the  first  to  open  .  raider,  M 
Bourgnignon's  leadership 
and  the  company's  first  foray 
Into  Cuba.  The  site  has  all  the 
trappings  that  holidaymakers 
have  come  to  expect  of  Dub 
Med  —  spotless  white  sandy 
beach,  pristine  swimming 
pool,  endless  food  and  drink. 
The.  company  has  .  invested 
heavily  in  the  rooms  and 
other  facilities  to  establish  the 
resort  as  a  model  for  the 
future  and  to  escape  the 
perception  of  Dub  Med  as 
old-fashioned  and  spartan. 

The  vast  rooms  are  decked 
out  in  primary  odours  and 
comfy  modem  furniture.  The 
sprats  facilities  are  state-of- 
the-art.  with  the  company  in 
the  process  of  constructing 
one  of  Cuba's  few  golf  courses 
near  by.  Best  of  all  is  the 
petartque  pitch,  set  among  a 
glade  of  tropical  trees,  where 
visitors  can  while  away  the 
hours  until  dinner  —  Mojito 


in  hand  —  playing  France's 
most  civilised  sport. 

M  Bourguignon  believes 
that  these  ingredients  are 
essential  to  re-establishing  jjfc- 
Dub  Med's  appeal  “Dub  - 
Med  has  the  potential  to 
become  foe  first  real  brand  in 
foe  holiday  business."  he  ex¬ 
plains.  “But  die  image  had 
become  blurred.  It  is  like  an 
old  house  where  you  need  to 
strip  away  foe  top  cover  of 
paint  to  rediscover  an  older 
and  simpler  style."  He  argues 
that  the  company  has  spread 
itself  too  thinly  across  its  100- 
plus  Sites.  Three  dubs  have, 
been  sold  and  M  Bourguig¬ 
non  has  been  quick  to  pull  out 
of  non-core  activities  such  as 
-  its  pacific  cruise  business, 
i '  This  is  not  to  imply  a  period 
of  retrenchment  Bui  expan¬ 
sion  will  be  concentrated  an 
existing  sites  where  Dub  Med 
can  either  upgrade  facilities  or 
build  a  second  resort  near  by, 
which  can  use  foe  same  distn- 
_ •  bution  chan¬ 
nels.  He  is  also 
keen  to  tackle 
the  thorny  is¬ 
sue  of  lan¬ 
guage.  He 
accepts  that 
France  and 
other  French- 
speaking 
countries  will 
remain  the 
company’s 
core  market 
_____  but  a  belter 
performance 
foe  "strategic”  English- 


m 


speaking  markets,  especially 
the  US,  is  vital  to  the  long¬ 
term  future.  M  Bourguignon 
is  also  keen  to  look  for  joint 
ventures  and  alliances  to  im¬ 
prove  penetration  in  these 
markets. 

“In  the  headquarters  not 
enough  people  speak  Eng¬ 
lish.”  he  says.  “It  creates 
inhibition."  But  while  impos¬ 
ing  a  dual-language  require¬ 
ment  at  the  Paris  HQ  is 
relatively  straightforward, 
sorting  out  language  prob¬ 
lems  on  the  ground  is  less 
easy.  In  a  rare  stumble.' M 
Bourguignon  begins  by  sug¬ 
gesting  that  all  resorts  should 
work  in  English  and  French 
before  correcting  himself  to 
add  that  there  would  still  have 
to  be  room  for  German  and 
Italian.  But  he  is  prepared  to 
admit  three  months  into  his 
tow  job,  that  he  does  not  have 
all  foe  answers  yet  “We  need 
t0  'writing  on  clarifying, 
and  developing  the  image."  1 


v 


No  red  letters 


FOR  a  moment  it  looked  as  if  Sir 
Michael  Bishop,  chairman  of  British 
Midland  and  outgoing  chairman  of 
Channel  4.  might  be  heading  for  a 
rapprochement  with  new  Labour. 
The  Government  made  it  dear  that  a 
second  five-year  term  at  Channel  4 
was  not  going  id  happen.  Sir  Michael 
lined  up  with  opponents  of  new 
Labour  in  round-robins  to  the  news¬ 
papers  before  the  election,  and  the 
John  Major  campaign  bus  was  in 
fact  a  British  Midland  jet-  Normal 
commercial  rates  were  paid  of 
course,  but  it  left  his  loot  firmly 


British  Midland's  first  Airbuses  on 
the  way.  he  could  cot  really  also  run 
the  Post  Office,  complete  with  pos¬ 
sible  privatisations.  Alas,  we  will 
now  never  know  whether  Tony  Blair 
really  is  flexible  enough  to  give  a  top 
job  u  such  an  implacable  opponent. 


planted  in  the  Tory  camp. 

So  Bishop  was  rather  pleased  to  be 
approached  by  headhunters  looking 
for  a  new  chairman  erf  the  Post  Office. 
They  kindly  explained  that  Sir  Mi¬ 
chael's  unfortunate  political  beliefs 
would  not  be  a  problem.  Though 
greatly  flattened.  Sir  Michael  has  had 
to  decide  that  with  the  fast-expanding 


9XAAR?  An  arresting  name.  “/  am 
Princess  Xaar.  of  the  planet  Tharg ," 
perhaps?  So.  it  is  the  latest  computer 
company  to  come  to  the  stock  mar¬ 
ket.  Braced  for  an  incomprehensible 
stream  of  computerese,  J  inquire  cau¬ 
tiously  where  the  name  comes  from. 
It  was  chosen,  says  Graham  Wylie, 
chief  executive  but  no  relation  to  the 
Graham  Wvtie  from  computer  group 
Sage,  alas"  because  that  combina¬ 
tion  of  letters  is  east  ty  pronounceable 
by  the  Japanese.  Plus,  “ Americans 
seem  to  think  anything  with  an  X  in 
it  a  high-tech." Beware  siUy  company 


names,  though;  remember  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  Toad. 


new  City  mega-regulator  whose 
name  I  dare  not  speak  means  he  will 
definitely  be  off  to  Canary  Wharf 
with  the  rest.  Farrant.  who  was  chief 
executive  of  the  Securities  and  Fu¬ 
tures  Authority,  is  a  high-flyer  who 
was  never  going  to  accept  a  subordi¬ 
nate  position  with  the  new  body.  He 
will,  if  anything,  be  even  leaner  and,  .v.  ^ 
fitter  once  he  is  installed  down  river;-  U/ll  of 
Farrant  lives  near  Maidenhead  ,■*«* 
and  arrives  at  Paddington  every 
morning  dutchmg  a  fold-up  bicycle 
which  he  rides  all  the  way  to  the  SFA 
cm  the  south  bank  of  the  Thames.  (He 
sometimes  beats  a  colleague  who 
makes  foe  same  journey  by  Tube.) 

Canary  Wharf  will  add  a  couple 
more  miles  to  his  journey  —  provid¬ 
ing  he  can  work  out  the  route.  I  am 
told  he  tried  a  test  run  the  other  day 
and  got  lost. 


lH  U  5rems-  where  might 

not  be  property  appreciated.  Asked 
jor  ms  most  admired  contemporar- 

a  gretu  nesPectf°r 
Goldsmith  and  a  tremendous 

TjY  RowleMd  -  honour- 
able,  straightforward,  super  guys:" 


’s  up,  DoC? 

ERLING  REFSUR  the  City’s  Mg- 


Spokes-man 


RICHARD  FAR  RANTS  appoint¬ 
ment  as  chief  operating  officer  for  the 


0AS  BRENT  WALKER  sinks  into 
the  west,  I  bring  you  the  wit  and  wis¬ 
dom  of  George  Walker,  now  plan¬ 
ning  to  float  his  Russian  satellite 
racing  service  in  18  months  -but  not 


abandoned  ySSS^^SL 

**  ^  he  allowed?) 
grt  ha  hands  duty  with  floating  new 

audio 

dured  tn  fws  sVTgeon  was  inrro- 

**  A™2*  Banerji, 
Foreign  &  Colonial 
{KPSiS*"* »  has  been  a  bad. 

for  some  of  Dr 
ShSi?"  ”?  h«  “New  beasts  in  : 

the  first  to  spot  Shield  Diag- 

JSSafi  S?Krted  hPPhtfl  them  ft 
around  50p- they  are  now  at  732* ' 


Martin  W/ 
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Northern  Rock  climbs 
on  GU  S  takeover  talk 


AFTER  Jess  than  two  weeks  in 
the  market.  Northern  Rock 
found  itself  at  the  centre  of 
takeover  speculation  yester¬ 
day  after  a  string  of  dealing 
room  rumours  helped  its 
shares  to  break  through  the 
500p  level. 

j  Its  strength  in  mortgage 
lending  prompted  traders  to 
suggest  that  Great  Universal 
,  Stores,  up  5‘ap  at  709p,  was 
['  planning  to  augment  its  sub- 
stantial  car  loan  division  by 
making  a  paper  bid  for  the 
.former  building  society. 

^  Lord  Wolfson  of 
-.^gunningdale,  GUS  chairman, 
^Categorically  denied  that  the 
rompany  has  any  intention  of 
buying  Northern  Rock,  al- 
hough  his  company  made  no 
{•  ifficial  statement 
>  /  Northern  Rock  ended  the 
'vj'Jay  Ib’ap  stronger  ar  498p. 
Mfring  the  value  of  windfalls 
leid  by  its  remaining  450.000 
ihareholders  by  3.4  per  cent 
J  .  A  steady  flow  of  takeover 
peculation  lightened  up  an 
.  therwise  quiet  trading  day, 

.  iving  leverage  to  the  swathe 
!  f  rumours  that  traditionally 
■  merge  after  Friday  lun di¬ 
mes  in  the  City. 

As  always.  WH  Smith  was 
sen  as  a  favourite  target,  with 
le  shares  5p  better  at  390p. 
)hn  Hancock,  head  of  its 
men  can  division,  had  to 
eny  morning  speculation 
tat  he  was  personally  plan¬ 
ing  a  £100  million  manage- 
lent  buyout  and  had  already 
on  support  of  venture 
ipitalists. 

The  rumours  reinforced 
ispicion  that  the  takeover 
iproach  by  Tim  Waterstone, 
it  together  last  month,  had 
rved  to  test  die  water  for 
her  would-be  predators. 
Uoyds  TSB  ended  the  day 
ip  dearer  at  791p  after  its 
iff  were  said  to  be  talking 
out  making  a  sizeable  over- 
as  acquisition. 

Abbey  National  was  the 
and  best  performer  on  the 
'SE  100.  gaining  34p  to 
I'jp  after  James  Capel  is- 
xf  a  buy  note.  Hie  bank  has 
1  to  escape  speculation  that 
s  included  on  the  acqufei- 
l  list  drawn  up  try  a 
nber  of  larger  rivals. 
jncasVartty  pipped  Abbey 
tighest  climber  in  the  FTSE 
■,  gaining  8J2p  to  229'ap  cm 
ther  approval  of  Ed  Wallis, 
inn  an  of  PowerGen,  as  its 
v  chairman. 

tedland,  the  building  sup¬ 
’s  company,  found  its 
ires  I7'2p  dearer  at  257*2? 
-T  talk  that  either  a  man- 
•ment  shake-up  or  a  take- 


John  Lead],  left;  of  Brent  Walker,  and  John  Lieweltyn-Lloyd, 
-  chief  executive  of  Close  Brothers,  after  William  Hill  sale 


over  bid  are  imminent  The 
position  of  Robert  Napier*  hs 
embattled  chief  executive,  was 
said  to  be  in  question. 

The  strong  recovery  of 
Logtea  shares  cooled  slightly, 
as  they  softened  2‘ap  to 
927!2p.  However,  rumours 
that  the  computer  services 
firm  is  close  to  completing  a  £4 
million  acquisition  gained 
strength,  with  many  dealers 


have  jumped  by  22  per  cent 
since  August  Traders  feared 
John  Ritblat.  its  chairman, 
was  calling  the  top  of  the 
market 

One  deal  the  City'S  rumour 
machine  missed  out  on  was 
the  SOp  a  share  offer  for  Peek, 
file  electronic  equipment  pro* 
ducer,  which  came  after  the 
market  dosed.  The  company's 
shares  have  fallen  from  107p 


One  of  the  stock,  market’s  longest  suspensions  may  be  coming 
towards  an  end  after'  Costain  yesterday  finally  managed  to 
publish  details  of  a  long-awaited  rescue  package.  The  shares 
were  suspended  last  November  at  45p  —  any  bid  that  emerges 
from  new  shareholder  Skanska  would  have  to  be  at  least  50p. 


expecting  the  company  to 
make  a  formal  announcement 
early  next  week. 

VIdeoLogic  gained  9  per 
cent  to  60*20.  on  speculation 
that  it  will  be  announcing  a 
substantial  deal  to  supply  its 
television  equipment  with  its 
Interim  results  next  month. 

British  Land  shares  were 
the  poorest  FTSE  100  perform¬ 
ers  after  falling  21 1 2p  to  6861 2p 
when  its  directors  cashed  in 
share  options.  The  shares 


to  as  low  as  30p  in  the  past  12 
months,  and  held  at  42p 
yesterday.  The  (JS-based 
Thermo  Power  Corporation  is 
valuing  the  company  at  £98 
million  in  cash. 

Remaining  shares  of  the 
once-mighty  Brent  Walker 
lost  tiie  0.07p  remaining  value 
they  had  after  its  board  se¬ 
cured  the  release  of  William 
Hitt,  the  last  remnant  of 
George  Walker's  I960  cre¬ 
ation.  They  are  now  worth 
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_ _ _ _ Takeover  approach 

....  Chris  Evans  signs  far  Virgin 

- Profits  recovery  under  way 

..  Hopes  on  vertical  integration 
_ -Decision  fa  sol  BZW 

—  _ Takeover  agreed 

- Doubts  over  MCI  merger 

_ .fitters  in  biotech  sector 

—  Uncertainty  among  biotechs 


nothing,  and  stand  in  the 
market  at  Op.  but  must  remain 
listed  until  a  formal  clearance 
is  arranged  at  the  end  of  this 
month,  after  which  the  com¬ 
pany  wil]  be  liquidated. 

Shares  of  Vocalis  leapt  from 
their  low  of  57>2p  to  69'ap  as 
the  speech  recognition  firm 
announced  a  £3  million  deal  to 
supply  its  technology  to 
Ericsson. 

Britton  held  firm  at  HC^p 
as  C&raustar.  its  potential 
suitor,  stayed  quiet  over  the 
prospect  of  a  formal  bid.  Its 
approach  has  jolted  Britton 
shares,  tipped  in  last  Satur¬ 
day's  Tempus  column  in  77ie 
Times  to  become  the  strongest 
performers  of  any  UK  equity 
this  week. 

Jardine  International  finally 
agreed  a  £53.3  million  offer  for 
Appleyard,  the  car  dealer, 
whose  shares  jumped  12'2p  to 
78,2.  Expectations  of  more 
consolidation  in  the  sector 
helped  Dagenham  Motors  Ip 
ahead  to  113*2p  and  Evans 
Halshaw  6!2p  better  at 
277' 2p. 

IMI,  which  bought  a  major 
valve  company  two  days  ago, 
continued  to  race  further  away 
from  its  2S5p  low  in  July  on 
further  reflection  on  the  deal. 

Nottingham  Forest  failed 
to  impress  at  its  debut  on  the 
Alternative  investment  Mar¬ 
ket;  opening  at  a  JOp  discount 
to  '  its  offer  price  of  70p. 
Traders  at  Winterflood  Securi¬ 
ties  were  unsurprised  by  the 
flop,  saying  that  football 
stocks  had  fallen  out  of  favour. 

Shares  in  Ramco  Energy, 
the  oil  exploration  company, 
bottomed  out  after  an  inde¬ 
pendent  revaluation  of  die 
firm  wiped  some  £64  million 
from  its  market  value  in  the 
past  two  weeks.  They  have 
fallen  from  £11  and  yesterday 
firmed  by  I5p  to  S50p. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  Higher 
than  expected  factory  gate 
prices  from  the  US  provided 
the  only  relief  from  ah  other¬ 
wise  quiet  day  in  the- futures 
pit  The  data  did  nothing  to 
challenge  the  widely  held  view 
that  UK  interest  rates  will  rise 
by  a  quarter-point  next  month. 

Treasury  8  per  cent  2000 
eased  E1  ie.  dosing  at-  £103. 
Treasury  8  per  cent  2015 
moved  up  £J  i«  to  £11534. 

□  NEW  YORK:  Blue  chips 
were  weaker  but  off  early  lows 
as  the  market  calmed  down 
after  a  sharp  sell-off  sparked 
by  a  surprisingly  big  rise  in 
September  US  wholesale 
prices.  By  midday  the  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  was 
down  18.91  points  at  8,04251. 
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RISES: 

Assoc  BrPorts . .  301p(+14p) 

Biocomps  Inti . 515p(+22'4>) 

Abbey  NaU . 954 Vp  (+34p) 

Northern  Rock . 468p  (+  ItPjp) 

JJB  Sports .  500p  (+15p) 

MMT  Comp .  560p  (+13**0 

Smiths  Inds  .  956*43  (+22p) 

IMI . 439Vp(+10p) 

Meyer  Ini . 432p  1+9’jp) 

GRE .  325p(+7p] 

Stand  Chari  .  834p(+17p) 

Hafilax .  742p  (+14’?p) 

Afiance&Leic  . .  720'2p(+14pi 

Premier  Fames . 551p(+l0'rp) 

Ramco  Egy .  850p(+15p) 

FALLS: 

Racal  Elect . 228vp  (-2Sp). 

Shield  Drag  . 732'.-p(-25p) 

Caird  Gp . BOOp  l-22'sp) 

Scotia .  400p  f-10p> 

Reuters . 748p  (-1 4  'rp) 

CoHTetecom .  576Vp  (-10pj 

Boosey  Hwks .  725p  {-12VP) 

Next . 731p(-12'?p) 

Waste  Mgt  fall .  252p(-9p) 
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Power  of  gold 


BRIAN  GILBERTSON  is  clearly  a  man  with  a 
mission  and  that  mission  seems  to  be_  the 
transformation  of  South  Africa's  antique 
mining  industry  into  a  modem  business.  The 
deal  struck  yesterday  with  Gold  Fields  will 
have  the  important  effect  of  creating  a  South 
African  gold  powerhouse:  a  company  generat¬ 
ing  4  million  ounces,  similar  in  sire  to 
Newmont  and  Barrick.  More  important,  it  will 
be  run  by  its  own  management  and  will  have 
the  opportunity  to  cut  costs  dramatically  in  this 
lacklusm?  industry. 

When  Gilbertson  demerged  the  Billiton  non- 
precious  metals  arm  of  Gencor  via  a  London 
stock  exchange  flotation,  mining  analysts 
complained  that  the  remaining  Gencor  was  left 
as  a  rump,  a  captive  South  African  investment, 
exposed  to  the  depreciating  Rand  and  an 
equally  depreciating  gold  price.  Billiton  ao 


quired  access  to  foreign  capiral  markets  but 
lacked  the  glitter  of  precious  metals. 

Recently,  however,  expectations  of  the 
aluminium  price  have  soared  and  the  gold 
price  has  fallen  to  $325  per  ounce.  Many  of 
Gen  car's  mines  are  probably  operating  at  a 
cash  cost  well  above  the  price  of  the  metal. 

The  logic  to  combine  Gencor's  proactive 
management  with  the  profitable  assets  of 
Gold  Fields  including  the  Driefontein  mine, 
which  could  have  a  cash  cost  of  near  $200  per 
ounce.  South  Africa's  mining  industry  is 
highly  labour  intensive,  a  weakness  which 
was  acceptable  when  wage  rates  were  low  and 
the  weak  rand  and  a  high  gold  price  flattered 
margins.  The  presence  of  Nail,  the  Black 
South  African  empowerment  company,  could 
be  critical  to  a  reduction  in  manning  levels 
and  a  surge  in  profitability. 
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RM 

WHEN  you  supply  half  of 
the  primary  schools  and  a 
third  of  the  secondaries  in 
the  country’  with  computer 
equipment,  you  are  in  an 
enviable  position.  Not  least 
when  the  Government  has 
earmarked  another  £1  billion 
of  capita]  investment  in  the 
nation's  classrooms. 

launched  on  Lhe  stock 
market  at  175p  in  December 
1994,  RM  has  been  a  spectac¬ 
ular  investment  and  the  re¬ 
cent  fuss  over  the  Prime 
Minister’s  discussions  with 
Bill  Gates  of  Microsoft  and 
plans  to  bring  the  Internet 
into  every  school  have  sent 
RM’s  share  price  bubbling 
up  to  yesterday’s  close  of 
900p.  Currently  less  than  1 
per  cent  of  the  schools’ 
budget  is  spent  on  IT, 
enough  to  generate  annual 
sales  in  excess  of  £100  mil¬ 
lion  forRM.  If  just  5  percent 


Appleyard 

WHY  does  Jardine  want  to 
plough  £53  million  into  an 
industry  where  all  the  major 
players  are  getting  cold  feet? 
The  only  logical  reason  for 
any  company  to  consider 
expanding  its  interests  in  car 
dealership  chains  would  be 
to  cash  in  on  the  current 
boom  in  car  sales.  But  to  do 
so.  especially  through 
Appleyard,  is  perhaps 
foolish. 

Appleyard  is  a  classic  mo¬ 
tor  retail  business  in  that  it 
has  several  unco-ordinated 
layers  of  management  pain¬ 
fully  low  margins,  and  is 
making  a  thumping  £5.1 
million  loss.  It  has  also  made 
a  series  of  unwise  acquisitons 
and  is  still  recovering  from 
an  embarrassing  fraud  case. 

Because  of  these  factors, 
Appleyard  has  found  it  im¬ 
possible  to  meet  the  current 
high  demands  of  car  manu¬ 
facturers.  causing  it  to  lose 
valuable  franchises.  Jardine 
undoubtedly  has  the  exper¬ 
tise  and  resources  in  the 


of  the  new  money  trickled 
into  RM,  it  would  have  a 
dramatic  effect  on  its  profits. 

The  question  is  why  RM 
has  such  leverage  in  the 
classroom  and  the  reason 
appears  to  be  that,  instead  of 
trying  to  sell  overpowered 
and  oversophisticated  equip¬ 
ment  at  schools,  it  redesigns 
existing  software  into  simple 
packages  that  can  used  as 


teaching  aids  for  reading 
and  arithmetic.  RM's  pos¬ 
ition  looks  secure  but  the 
shares  are  discounting  ag¬ 
gressive  forecasts  of  future 
profit.  Currently,  RM  is  val¬ 
ued  at  some  28  times  earn¬ 
ings.  That  could  fall  to  just  23 
times  next  year  but  any  delay 
in  public  spending  could  be 
a  bit  of  a  blow  for  the  share 
price. 


PUTTING  ITS  STANDARD  INTO  SCHOOLS 


r  rm  ! 

dura  price 


FTSE  all-share 
Index  {re based) 


motor  retail  industry  to  tack¬ 
le  Appleyard 's  problems  over 
the  next  couple  of  years.  But 
by  the  time  the  ranks  of 
management  have  been  care¬ 
fully  weeded  and  more  fran¬ 
chises  have  been  won,  will 
car  sales  still  be  buoyant? 

The  geezer  in  the  flat  cap 
trying  to  sell  you  a  second 
hand  Ford  Escort  would 
undoubedly  say  yes.  Wiser 
sources  may  suggest  that  SOp 
per  share  is  only  cheap  when 
everyone  wants  to  buy  a  new 
car. 

Costain 

FOR  a  minor  construction 
group  with  £300  million  of 
turnover.  Costain  has  attract¬ 
ed  a  lot  of  investment  inter¬ 
est.  Malaysian,  Kuwaiti. 
Saudi  and  now  Swedish 
giants  of  the  building  rrade 
have  all  dabbled  in  Costain 
but  to  little  gain,  subscribing 
for  shares  in  rescue  cash  calls 
which  have  only  led  to  more 
pain. 

Yesterday's  open  offer 
should  leave  Costain  debi¬ 


ffee  but  with  a  boardroom 
that  looks  a  bit  like  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  of  the  United 
Nations.  It  can  only  be  hoped 
that  Costain  board  meetings 
are  less  acrimonious  and 
more  constructive. 

Skanska  is  making  a  small 
investment  some  £8  million, 
to  help  Costain  back  into 
health  but  the  Swedes  are 
getting  options  which  can  be 
exercised  ai  the  open  offer 
price  during  the  next  three 
years  and  which  will  give 
Skanska  40  per  cent  of  the 
company.  That  will  trigger  a 
bid. 

Whys  should  Skanska 
wait?  The  company  could  bid 
today  but  the  probably  rea¬ 
son  is  that  none  of  the  other 
shareholders  will  agree  to 
sell  at  this  price,  leaving  the 
question  as  to  who  will  really 
be  in  control  in  the  board- 
room. 

Ordinary  shareholders 
will  diluted  to  almost  nil  and 
are  unlikely  to  want  to  buy 
more. 

Edited  by  Carl  Mortished 
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SterCne  Money  Rates  7’b-T’o  Tv-Tv  Tv-Tu  7^-T'v  TwT, 

Interbank:  7’u-7’u  To-7Vj  7*»r7'u  7i1b-7,,b  7*n.7'» 

Ovemighr  open  7 ,  dose  t»v . 

Local  Antbarity  Dtps  7S  n/a  T u  7‘V  7V 

Sterling  CDs  7'r7'-  TvJ'i  7VT.  T'rTe  2nvTau 

Doll ar  CDs  5-54  flU  5.67  5.77  5.94 

-Bvading  Sodriy  CDs.  r^-Tc  TvTu  Tv-Tk  7V7V  -7V7“0 

TREASURY  BILLS;  Applar.E57 1 m  allonett-tlOOm:  Bids:  E98J65%  received:  40%; 
Lbsi  week:  £95265*  received:  30%:  Avge  rate:  £6.9490%  lust  wk  £6.9450*;  Next  week: 
ClOdm. 


Currency 

7  day 

1  *wt*i 

3  mth 

6  «w»h 

Call 

DoJhn 

SVSV 

SV5*. 

FVrft 

JM'* 

DesHkimrk: 

3V3'. 

3:«r3’. 

3"  i,-3*- 

3V2*! 

French  Franc 

3W. 

3S-3V 

.Vv-Pu 

3”r<-3,« 

yrf*. 

Swiss  Franc 

1*’i-l»» 

I  "■■IS 

IVS 

lft-n- 

IV. 

Yar 

W» 

vv 

V M 

V'» 

J-pw 

BnOioa:  Open  J327.90-328J0  aoscS328.W-SS.40  Hi^t  S329.10-3ffl.b0 
Lnvw  S327 JO-327.70  AM:  S327.90  PM:  JSS.W 
Krngerrmik  S328JJO-33aeo  (L2Q2IO-2M.QOI 

Platfmnn:  M30XO IL265. 109  SDven  *5.19  (L3.I951  PbHadinm:  SZ01TO  (£125.151 


Mkt  Rales  for  Od  10 

Amsterdam - 

Brussels - 

■  Copenhagen _ 

Dublin  - - 

Frankfun_ _ _ 

Lisbon _ 

Madrid . . - 

Milan..-...—™. 
Montreal.,—.. — 
New  YOIY— — 

Oslo _ _ _ 

Paris — — - 

Stockholm  - - 

Tokyo - — 

vjenna - — 

Zurich  — - 

Source:  Extet 


Range  Gkw  l  month  3  month 

3.1603-32026  3.1929-3.1961  I-’.pr  TrZ'W 

SB290-S8.710  5SLSIfc-5RAI3  19-Mpr  53-46pr 

10.760-10829  10-799-10^08  V-'.pr  V'.pr 

1.1000-1.1146  1.1089-1. 1 115  11-5pr  32-25pr 

1B339-ZMZ2  2.8351-2^379  V.pr  2V-2Vpr 

287J6-J8fl.«2  2B&09288.4I  V'4>r  lUlVpr 

238J  5-239.94  239-28-230.46  4£-34pr  131-1 12pr 

27S&6- 2803.4  279I.9-27W.4  llpr-5ds  36-iJpr 

2^30B-i23tO  Z2337-2J357  a71-0.67pr  l_34-l-2Bpr 

1.62Q2-]  A256  1JJ30S-1.6214  0J2>aa32pr  a(t38-O607pr 

11-339-11.404  I1J67-1IJ81  V'^tr  'r>.pr 

9.49304^520  9J271-9.S359  3-2’*pr  B'^SVpr 

IZZ!6>1ZZ99  I2-26>IZ278  V-'.pr  'rVpr 

194JW95.40  194.44-194.7!  IVIpr  3V-3Vpr 

I9J71-2U0I5  19.954- 19.975  V-pr  IplVpr 

2J5CO-2J667  Z.  3996-2-3625  IVIpr  3V3'.pr 

Premium  •  pr.  Discourj  ■  at 


45-34pr  131-1 12pr 
)lpr-5ds  36-lJpr 


Australia  — . _ _ 

Austria _ 

Belgium  (Com) - 

Canada  - 

Denmark - 

France _ _ 

Germany _ 

Hong  Kong  - - 

Ireland - 

Italy _ 

Japan _ 

Malaysia  _ _ 

Nether  Ian  dt _ _ 

Norway _ - _ _ 

Portugal _ _ _ 

Singapore _ 

Spain  - - - - 

Sweden  - - 

Switzerland _ 


_ 1-3S7Z-I-3581 

- 1 2-30- J  2-3 1 

- 3609-36.10 

_ IJ7S9-IJ794 

. . .  6660S6A625 

- 5-8745-5.B765 

-  1.7491-1.7496 

- 7.73K3-7.7370 

-  1.4632-1.4652 

- 1724.50-1725.50 

..........  119.75-119.85 

-  3.1034-3.1064 

-  1.9700-1.9710 

-  743100-7.0160 

_  1 77.73-177 JiJ 

- 1J5775-1.53S5 

- 147.63-147.66 

- 7.5606-7.5656 

-  1.4569-1.4577 


OTHER  STERLING 


Argentina  peso" - 

Australia  dollar _ 

Bahrain  dinar - - 

Brazil  real* - 

China  yuan  _ 

Cyprus  pound - - 

Finland  markka _ 

Greece  drachma  _ — . 
Hong  Kong  dollar 

India  rupee - 

Indonesia  rupiah  — 

Kuwait  dinar  KD _ 

Malaysia  ringgit - 

New  Zealand  dollar 

Pakistan  rupee _ .... 

Saudi  Arabia  rtyal  — 

Singapore  dollar  — . 

S  Africa  rand  (comi 

U  A  E  dirham _ 

Burvtavs  Bank  GTS  ’ 


- 1.6185-1.6212 

_  Z2028-2J056 

- -  0.60500.6190 

_  1.7743-1.7787 

- I3J94-J3J94 

_  08305-08405 

_  8.4375-8.5785 

_ 4420-4525 

125509- 125ME 
_  58.24-59^4 

I!I"U487S0.4985 

_ 5JJ350-5JM29 

_ 25095-25 1 30 

_ 64-20  Buy 

_  S.84Q>5.97SO 

_  24944-14976 

- 7.50X3-7.6690 

_  5.8925-64)285 

■  Ucyds  Bank 


FTSE  VOLUMES : 


31  754 

ASDA  Cp  10.600 
Abbey  Nil  280 0 
Allnce  &  Uric  l-30u 
Allied  Dam  1JXO 
AB  Foods  670 
BAA  EM 

BAT  Inds  4.703 
BG  40.700 

BOC  IJOO 

BP  5.100 

BSkyB  707 

BTR  4.700 

Bt  llJiOO 

BL  of  Scot  5X0 
Barclays  2600 
Bass  2900 
Billiton  1.900 
Blue  Circle  1.100 
Boms  ljoo 
BAe  815 

BA  3JCO 

British  Land  1.100 
Brit  Sied  8.700 
Cable  Wire  6.100 
Cadbury  IJ00 
Carl  1  on  Cm>  3J00 
Centrica  5J00 
Cm  Union  1.400 
Dixons  521 
EMI  71b 

Energy  Gp  179 
Enlerpr  011  1.900 
CRN  MOO 

GRE  2300 
CUS  ZfXO 

Gen  Ace  978 
Gen  Elec  5J500 
Glaxo  Well  3,000 
Granada  1,600 
Grand  Met  1.4W 
Guinness  1  joo 
HSBC  2600 
Halifax  SJS» 
Hays  2JOO 

in  W9 

Kingfisher  IXOO 
LAS  MO  3X00 
Lad  broke  6,400 
Land  Secs  1.4CD 


Legal  6  Gn  4.100 
Uoyds  TSB  IOXD0 
LucasVariiy  776 
Marks  Spr  4.400 
Naiwsi  Bk  3juU 
Nat  Grid  3.100 
Nai  Bower  3.QUJ 
Next  <*6 

Norwich  Un  7  J00 

Orange  IBOO 
PA  O  20CC 
Pearson  662 
PowerGen  1.600 
PruileniUl  1000 
KMC  891 

Ralltrack  2700 
Rank  Group  4JCO 
Recklir  Col  654 
Reed  Iml  IJ00 
KemoUl  1900 
Reuiers  4.100 

KfoTlmo  3.100 
Rolls  Royre  ISJCU 
Royal  &  Sun  4.100 
RmraJ  Bk  Sa  1.900 
Safeway  2600 
Siilnsbury  ljoo 


SJ00 

Sdirodeh 

109 

1.400 

Sew  &  New 

IXOI 

521 

Scot  Power 

1.500 

71b 

Svm  Trem 

98 

179 

Shell  Trans 

iO» 

1.900 

5K?be 

654 

1.100 

SmKISch 

5.100 

2300 

Smiths  inds 

6SO 

ZfXO 

Sid  Charfd 

2,100 

979 

Son  Life 

11300 

S.500 

Tl  Gp 

MS 

3,000 

T85CO 

4.100 

1,600 

Thames  W 

142 

1.41X1 

Tomkins 

3JO0 

1,200 

LinUecer 

I3» 

2,600 

uid  uiiiiim 

755 

5JOO 

Uld  News 

2.  ICO 

2JOO 

Vodafone 

5J0D 

699 

Whli  bread 

612 

1.000 

williams 

2.100 

3.UU0 

Wolseley 

IJMO 

6,400 

Woolwich 

7.000 

1.401 

Zeneca 

I.IDO 

Oct  W 

Oci  9 

rnnktov  ckrc 

rrodda) 

dflW 

rmilas 

Cfc>K 

AMP  Inc 

5.V. 

Edhon  Ini 

25'. 

2Fm 

Owens  Cuminv* 

36V 

Jbv 

AMS  Corp 

MB's  lift 

Elea  Pau  Sys 

37'. 

rr. 

PPG  Induunes 

M’» 

64'. 

AT  5  T 

4F'»  Ab'.. 

Emerson  Eire 

5*'. 

Pkll  Group 

o2'- 

tx!Tm 

Ah  burl  Late. 

M’-  W. 

EnRellurd  corp 

19, 

xr. 

PNC  Bank 

Slv 

52 

Atbanced  Micro 

W.  31*. 

Enron  Corp 

7  tfW 

5h 

PPSL  Kes 

21V 

2l"m 

Aetna  Lllr 

78',  79 

Enierpy 

2* \ 

34V 

Paccar  Inc 

56* 

ST. 

M',  .W, 

Dh>1  C«*tp 

O'  1 

o*. 

Parificorp 

27an 

ZTra 

Air  Prod  a  Chon  nr.  w. 

Emm 

o4  .. 

cel". 

Pac  Enterprises 

33V 

33". 

5Tb  37-. 

FMC  Corp 

87'. 

Pall  Corp 

Albertson's 

.■w.  Jfo'.i 

FTL  Croup 

w. 

sry. 

Parker  Hamrinn 

4>r. 

325  sr» 

federal  Li  pm  5 

7JV 

PKO  Energy 

z?  - 

Filth  Third  Banc 

tit-'. 

tiTm 

Pcnnry  UCl 

sr. 

5S-. 

Alum  Co  ol  Am 

;s-.  Wl 

Flwi  Flnr  Grp 

KG 

t»7'. 

Pcnrtzoll 

no. 

»IV 

61  hi 

Fluor  Corp 

!?. 

PepsIco 

45  "-  45". 

Ford  Moior 

49 

40  r 

Pitrer 

f4 

Amer  Etpnai 

HZ'.  AT. 

fon  Jumet 

45 

49. 

Pharm  &  UpDin 

35’. 

35'. 

!J’.  W- 

Fortune  Brands 

■M 

Phelps  DndKP 

rr.  72’. 

Franklin  Be* 

VfV 

93. 

nniip  Mom* 

41 

41'.. 

107V  )** 

GTE  Corp 

■rr. 

w- 

Mumps  pvi 

49*. 

49". 

Gannrn 

ss 

ST- 

Pitney  Bowes 

S3 

S4’.. 

Gap  Inc  Del 

49". 

50 

Polaroid 

49'. 

44*. 

66"  ■  6t’« 

Galetrav  2KC' 

w. 

35*. 

Procra  A  Grobl 

7T. 

Gen  Dsiumlci 

87*. 

K7. 

Prosldlan 

-*8. 

.tv. 

99,  «6. 

C«31  Electric 

TO. 

JEl*. 

Pub  Sen  £  &  G 

25". 

2F. 

Andrew  Corp 

2S.  28". 

Cm  MHH 

n9". 

Quaker  Can 

48’. 

■W. 

AnlKuserBuuh 

43S  4J‘i 

Cm  Minors 

o»". 

0°'. 

Rolsron  Purina 

■O. 

Apple  Computer 

22‘-  21'. 

Cm  RrirksuraiKT  JOS’. 

’OS’. 

Kjerhero  Cflip 

«H'« 

M 

Archer  Dmleb 

Gen  sipu.1 

47*1. 

47"* 

Ravihcon 

5?- 

Fit. 

Arm  a. 

S".  S',  • 

Genuine  Pans 

J2". 

:.3’. 

Heehok  InU 

4b'. 

4b'. 

AjrmnniB  Wrld 

MHi  So". 

ueoryla  Pac 

ft 

Or. 

Rdkunii  Fin 

3ft 

39- 

AFArto 

JO.  30*. 

GIDcilr 

fin'. 

«7*j 

Remolds  Metals 

wr. 

6V. 

Ad  Rich  lie  Id 

84".  *>’. 

Glam  WcIJc  ADR 

44'. 

44V 

Bock-nen  Inti 

JF. 

56V 

AJroel  Grip 

3ff.  Jo1- 

Gondndl  IBF1 

43*. 

43". 

P.V. 

Aura  Dai  a  Pro 

50  5ft 

GWid»ear  TlIV 

60V 

oWs. 

5b 

57  V 

Aeeiy  DennlMm 

41*.  41*. 

Gnai  lakes 

51V 

51". 

Kuhbennjld 

25'm 

35V 

Aeon  Prod  uni 

o7".  (fl*. 

HalUburun 

58V 

58 

SBC  Comm* 

b3 

b3-i 

Baker  Hnphcs 

47".  -17'. 

Harroun  General 

50*. 

V- 

Valero  Corp 

Hr. 

51V 

EtalUrn  Css  £  El 

Z7*.  Z7*i 

HNra  fHJ) 

46'. 

46". 

Sr  Paur’-  Cie. 

B3V 

Mi 

Banc  One 

57’.  W_ 

Hercules 

si 

ganfc\mBla 

77V  79- 

Heriho  F-nds 

59. 

SS'. 

Sara  In  Oirp 

5-'- 

52". 

Hewlett  Pattard 

Bankers  Tr  my 

122',  123*. 

Hllbin  Howls 

S3". 

33". 

Sdilnmberver 

w. 

89 

Barum  piiiti  7S'. 

Bauich  a  Lomb  42. 

BUR  Inti  M  . 

Bran  Dlcknsn  44'> 

Bell  Ailantlc  tv-, 

BdlsooUi  4i>', 

Black  A  Peeler  375 

BlucS  IH5P)  P-. 

Baetng  55  • 

Boise  Osadr  45'. 

Boston  Sden  W. 

Bristol  Myrs  Sq  80'- 

B roaming  Fmrls  so1- 

Brunswick  ip^ 

Butiineion  Nthn  w. 

CMS  Entity  Corp  n1- 
CTC  Inti 
CSX 

Campbell  Soup  51 

Ctrollna  P«t  JP. 

case  core  ter. 

Caterpillar  SB'* 

Crnlrel  A  SW  lift 

Champion  1ml 
Chase  Manhtu  12T>  ! 
Chevron  Cmp  *e:« 

OUVSlCT  55-n 

Chubb  Core 

Cigna  Cnrp  176'.  I 

emcorp  i-W.  i 

Uomx  7J-. 

rvjn.il  Corp  bTfe 

Choi  Cola  61 

Coca  cob  Em  »>"- 

coltptoPalm  77 

ChlumbU  Gat  T2 

CriumNaHCA  ft 

Compaq  Comp  77'- 

Camp  w  lm  TS". 

muen  Mi 

Cons  Edison  33"« 

Cans  Nit  Cos  *?’. 

Owper  Indt  54*. 

COTKUleS  Hi 

Coming  Inc  45"» 

cwtfe  Oetfil  57'. 

enstar  FlnJ  47. 

Crown  Cnrk  4tr. 

thula  Corp  53" « 

Dayton  Hudson  eri. 

Deere 

Dcha  Air  Una  liXA  I 
Dehue  Corp  W- 

Dlslial  Equip  48  . 

DUlaid  Dept  a  iff: 

PUmy  iWaltj  &jv 

Dominion  ga  jh 

Dandles  {KR|  34. 

Drner  cotp  »r« 

Dow  Chemical  9ff. 

ixw  Jours  w, 

Dresser  45". 

Pujw  P»er  44*. 

Dud  6  Hntnrea 
Du  potn  61 

Last rnin  Chum  63 

Eastman  Kodak  6J". 

Eaion  Cotp  up  | 


Home  Depot  M  H  . 

Homesrata  Mng  14*.  ir. 

Hc.neyv.dl  67". 

Household  Inil  I  lie.  117". 

Housran  Inds  21".  21". 

Humana  f".  2>". 

1 1 1  Corp  .  Ton.  to 

Ikon  Olfkr  2p'. 

initial*  Tow  51 3  51*. 

IIHnava  21  21'. 

INCO  13".  23. 

Inoersnli  Rand  44'-  4f. 

Inland  steel  2tr_  ar, 

liud  Cotp  Of'.  44". 

IBM  I04-.  tor. 

Inil  Flav  A  fi  44'.  4»'. 

Hill  Piper  F6.  36  . 

JhnsTi  A  Jhnin  SO",  otr. 

Kr  Hogs'  42'.  42'. 

Ken-MtGre  W'.  7ir. 

Kimberly  dart.  W-  SP. 

kman  i.»".  I3“. 

KiOgm- Udder  »  55". 

LUly  1EJJ1  l27“.  lie. 

Limned  Inc  2V.  ZF. 

Lin  rein  Nar  td,  71"., 

urten  45*.  S.v. 

Uz  OJlbome  5.V.  52". 

Lockheed  Man  In  lar-  107ft 
Loahloru  Px  24-.  2f. 

■W1  Comm  .15*.  35's 

Majipmer  Inc  "B'i  3ir« 

Mam  on  Inl  7.*%  74'. 

Marsh  «  Mrtjrn  7".  W. 

MJOT  Corp  46'. 


23".  23  . 
44'-  4T. 

ar.  a% 

CM>,  04". 

lot-.  ior. 
44'.  ¥>'. 
56.  56. 
so".  «>, 
42'.  42'. 
W.  7ir. 
W.  S*i 
l.»".  13". 
»  55". 

1 27.  |2W. 
2V.  21*. 

71*.  71".. 

55*. 

ST»  5d". 


Seagram  »'•  M 

Sean  fUtcouch.  .M  W 

ShrU  Trans  4P.  4S 

Slier*  In  White  2v'i  > 

SlUeon  Graphics  IT'.  17 
SrutpOn-TdOlt  43".  5? 

Southern  Co  2?.  22 

Soulhirasl  SO-  'I 

Sprtni  Corp  sit.  si 

Stanley  Works  42".  42 

Sun  Company  P*.  M 

Sun  Mtcnxys  js*.  45 

suriirun  t£r.  w 

Supervalu  JV.  w 

Stncniu  Fin  23'.  23 

Sesru  Corp  JT.  37 

TTIW  Inc  Sts  SS 

TIG  Hldgs  35S  35 

Tandy  Corp  3S'.  35 

Temple  Inland  W.  02 

Tener  Healthcare  31'.  31 

Ten  nrco  4V'.  A '1 

Texaco  61".  62 

leans  Inn  I36>.  117 
Terns  L'hllUes  3T.  35 

Teuron  MV  M 

Ttaeraic.  Ekn  y>  ,  4 or. 

Time  Warner  S3".  54 

Tlroes-SUnor  A  IT.  57". 

Tim  ken  M  W 

Tdretimuk  ».  .» 

Toys  R  Us  34".  34 

Transamniea  <kl'.  00 

Travdm  73".  74 


May  Dept  »  5." 

Ma«ag  Core  3J 

MrDonaWt  44' 

MCGraw  Hill  BT 

Mnd  Core  73 

MedtroDli:  iff 

MeDon  Bk  S3 

Mrttt  Inc  W 

Mfiouy  Fin  r 

Merrill  Lynch  73' 

Mlomoft  iw 

Minnesota  Mine  of’ 

MJrapr  Renre.  2S1 

Mobil  Carp  74' 

Mononin  .w 

Morysn  Ufl  lllf 

MoiaraU  Inc  74' 

Mylin  Lab>  2ff 

Vju  Semi  43' 

Nail  Service  tad  45 

NavBMr  lm  2& 

NY  Time?  A  53' 

NwiDum  Mnp  44 

Nike  B  51' 

NL  Indussrw.  If 

Nordstrom  of 

No/foll  5Uim  33 

xthn  suit  rwr  *r 

Noww  Core  f*' 

Qcrid enral  Ph  ’«■ 

Ohio  Edison  2* 

Oracle  3o 

Oxya  Enerj?  Co  2T 


53*.  53". 
3Jn»  :3“. 


Trllrunr 
U5T  Inc 
L'S  Bajiuirp 
L'AL 
unluin 
V5  Inds 


34".  34' V 
ou>.  wv, 
73".  74'. 
53'.  SP» 
P.  W. 
100':  101". 
93>.  01'. 

6?',  00 

25*. 


W.  ICri. 

is  r. 
w*»  t-t. 

138*:  138".. 
V?".  Otf, 
25".  20 
74".  7!*. 
W.  W. 

I  111".  I  Iff*. 
74'r  74". 


45  15*. 

25  28'. 

53'.  53". 


f»-i. 
P4’<  6?. 
i«'.  M"*. 
23'.  235 
3ft  A.  37 'u 


U5  West  Comm  3tr.  3rr, 

L"!  West  Media  J41.  24'. 
ItSINIt’  t'.roup  47".  4VU 
l!5>  Mihltinn  y?.  57". 
L’nlcum  2i'<  2;’. 

Unifavr  NV  216’.  2K. 

Union  Camp  fct.  61. 

Union  CaitNih.-  47.  4i‘. 
Union  Pzdfii.  d1".  62‘. 
Lnlts-5  corp  13  -  If1- 
L'5F#C  Core  •  2P* 

Untied  Trrit  75*.  78". 
I.'iwcal  Cnrp  43'.  44'.. 

VP  Core  9|“. 

waEMin  siores  .«'» 
Wimn-umhen  Hi*.  Hr. 
Waste  Vncmt  31’.  33’. 

WMK  Faiyv  264%  2>C-. 

Wusnnyhouir  11  2u‘.  37"i. 
Wcu-nuriiscr  5S'.  W. 

whiript'*’!  Off'. 

WhllRIan  27'.  2i*- 

wmn  Disk  Uf.  jo". 
Wot  Core  44’.  41*. 

Wnomofltr  2ff.  21'. 

WflBlev  flVm'  Jr  74'-  T4-. 

Xl-TOT  N.V,  ST. 

Xlinu  Inc  45%  45'- 


ui'i  0i"_ 
.'S'. 
141'.  141",. 
31’.  33’. 
2»4'.  2>C'. 


'Jf.  36". 
44’.  4T. 


Libraries  to  put  granny  on  the  Net 

□  Even  public  library  in  Britain  should  provide  access  to  the 
Internet,  according  to  the  ground-breaking  report  which 
recommends  a  vast  upgrade  of  lending  libraries. 

Tony  Blair  has  asked  Chris  Smith,  the  Heritage  Secretary,  to 
draw  up  proposals  by  the  end  of  the  year  based  on  a  study  by  the 
Library  and  Information  Commission — . Page  l 

Judge  acquits  officers  of  rape 

E3  Six  young  Army  officers  accused  of  gang-raping  a  student 
were  acquittal  on  the  orders  of  a  judge.but  their  reputations  and 
careers  are  in  tatters.  Judge  Julian  Hall  halted  the  trial  after  ten 
days,  deciding  that  the  woman's  account  of  her  alleged  ordeal 
was  riddled  with  “inconsistencies" - - Pages  1. 3 


Defiant  Clinton 

President  Clinton,  criticised  by  the 
new  Nobel  peace  laureate  for  fail- 
insi  to  >ign  up  to  a  global  ban  on 
landmines,  refused  to  after  Ameri¬ 
ca's  policy.. . Page  1 

Hague  EMU  apology 

William  Hague  gave  an  unre¬ 
served  apology  for  the  mistake  of 
enter! ns  rhe  European  exchange- 
rare  mechanism . Pages  1. 12-14 

New  gay  right 

foreign  narionals  in  homosexual 
relationships  with  Brirish  citizens 
have  heen  given  the  right  to  settle 
in  the  United  Kingdom  — Page  2 

Son  held  gun 

A  farm  worker  who  field  a  shot¬ 
gun  to  his  crippled  mother's  head 
while  she  pulled  the  trigger 
walked  free  from  court  —  Page  7 

Haughey  sells  up 

Charles  Haughey.  the  disgraced 
former  Irish  Prime  Minister,  is 
selling  his  island  to  pay  tax  and 
legal  bills — - .'.....Page 8 


Dazzling  Queen 

The  Queen  dazzled  Pakistan  this 
week  with  her  jewels,  some  of 
which  she  rarely  wears _ Page  9 

Nightclub  crisis 

Manchester's  clubland,  once  the 
capital  of  Britain’s  youth  culture, 
launched  a  fighiback  against  vio¬ 
lence  that  reached  a  bloody  climax 
with  two  murders . Page  10 

‘  Evangelist  row 

Bill  McCartney,  head  of  the  fast¬ 
est-growing  evangelical  niove- 
■  ment  in  America,  was  at  the  centre 
of  controversy  over  his  past  as  a 
football  coach . ...Page  IS 

Flying  high 

Half  a  cenrurv  after  making  su¬ 
personic  history  in  a  lethal  rocket 
plane.  General  Chuck  Yeager  is  at 
it  again . . Page  16 

Hussein  anger 

King  Hussein  has  ordered  the  ex¬ 
pulsion  of  the  entire  intelligence 
mission  from  the  Israeli  Embassy 
in  Amman - - Page  17 


England’s  players  can  lose  and  win 

3  The  underdogs  of  Latvia  could  today  guarantee  England's 
footballers  a  World  Cup  bonus  of  £200,000  each.  Under  the 
byzantine  play-off  system,  if  Latvia  defeat  Scotland.  England 
would  qualify  for  the  World  Cup  finals  even  if  they  lose  in  Rome. 
The  players  will  then  be  in  line  for  hefty  bonuses . Pages  1, 5 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,608 

A  l' JO  book  token  will  be  awarded  to  the  senders  of  the  first  five  correct 
solutions  opened  next  Thursday.  Entries  should  be  addressed  to:  The 
Times,  Saturday  Crossword  Competition.  PO  Box  -486 .  Virginia  Street, 
London  El  9DD.  The  names  of  the  winners  and  the  solution  will  be 
oublished  /tew  Saturday. 


Name/ Address 


ACROSS 

I  Heroine,  desolate,  having  diffi¬ 
culty  on  Exmoor  at  first  15.5). 

7  Egyptian  in  need  of  firm  physical 
exercise  (4j. 

9  Discharge  dunderhead  from  the 
Blues  (Sf. 

/0  Drift  one  mile  to  harbour  f6). 

1 1  Contrive  to  edge  inio  church  after 
start  of  service  {6). 

12  Playing  member  of  The  Drones’ 
dub?  (SJ. 

13  Quote  a  lot  verbally  (4). 

15  Ritual  braves  once  organised  00). 
18  Numbers  lacking  an  initiation  in 

tlie  principles  of  art  C1CQ. 

20  Messenger  dropping  off  nothing 
—  it's  a  sin  (4). 

21  Doctor  put  airis  on  dark  treacle 
IS). 

24  Identifies  sources  of  records  (6). 
2b  One  doing  badly  as  a  blue  (6). 

27  Arrogant  cur  I  caught  pinching 

rug  (8). 

25  Announced  lop  dog  (4). 

29  Arrives  before  anyone  else  For 
Scottish  celebration  (>5). 


Solution  to  Pazzle  No  i 
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LAST  WEEK'S  WINNERS:  J  A  C  Giles.  South  Woodford.  London;  R  J  Hunt, 
nartingham.  Surrey.  W  Kenned}.  Scafoni.  Sussex:  G  8  M  Mortimer,  fife*  Milton. 
Hampshire:  W  Lawrence.  Burton  on  Trent 


DOWN 

2  Fair  goal  (9). 

5  Picnic  here,  grabbing  such  a 
comfortable  place  (5). 

4  Return  to  base  by  car  and  push 
right  in  15.4). 

5  Collected  works  vehicle  (7). 

6  Watching  hunting  without  initial 
publicity  (5). 

7  Skipper  with  large  vessel  that’s 
outside  entrance  (9). 

8  Indian  detailed  to  analyse  sen¬ 
tences  (5). 

14  Extension  for  drawers  (5.4). 

16  It  is  hardly  brilliant  to  cheat  over 
crossword  answer  (9). 

1 7  Urbane  tip  to  gel  money  annually 
for  royalties  (5,4). 

19  Fashionable  drink,  it’s  said,  for 
one  in  the  know  (7). 

22  University  at  one  time  without  a 
lightweight  (5). 

23  Scorn  food  (5). 

25  Villain's  excdlraC  (5). 


Solution  to  Puzzle  No 
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Taiwanese  military  policemen  ride  past  a  review  stand  to  celebrate  the  86th  National  Day  of  the  Nationalist  Government 


HASANS  I 

Deerhtmters:  They  are 


Divine  light  Wondering  at 
Mother  Meera — Page  27 
The  adoption  falnPmge  34 
Fashion:-, —Page  43 


Poetry:  Murray  Lachlan 

Young - -Pages  48.49 

Supergrass .  with  -Caidin 


Theatre: - Pages  10, 11 


Weekend 

Diana  -  nwanottafc  Resair-; 

ing  her  garden - Page! 

Woman  and  afMrsPage  2 

Shopping.™ - Pages  4, 5 

Faith - - - Page  14  ug- 


The  very  best  of 
food  in  Britain 


Valerie  Grove:  The  model  of  a 
modem  Queen  of  Jordan  can 
boast  a  woman  whose  suc¬ 
cess  in  a  royal  role  might 
have  been  a  blueprint  for 
another  Princess _ Page  21 

Under  suspicion:  If  you  wear 
a  baseball  cap.  drive  an  old 
banger  or  walk  down  the 
wrong  street  in  one  of  Bris¬ 
tol’s  affluent  suburbs,  you 
might  as  put  on  a  jumper 
marked  “burglar”  ....Page  19 

British  films:  When  Wilde. 
starring  Stephen  Fry  as  Os¬ 
car.  opens  it  will  become  the 
most  heavily  subsidised  Brit¬ 
ish  film  ever  releasedPage  20 


Change  and  the  Tories:  The 
Tory  party's  most  necessary 
transformation  is  the  need  to 
come  to  terms  with  the  social 
and  cultural  changes  that 
their  own  economic  reforms 

unleashed _ _ Page  23 

Blood  on  the  parquet  One 
reason  that  it  took  so  long  for 
the  political  and  financial 
scandals  of  the  Mitterrand 
years  to  emerge  is  France's 
strong  culture  of  respect  for 
the  State - - Page  23 

•  "-•"letters;''::^ 

Lords  Tebbit  and  Habgood 
on  society. _ Page  23 


John  Uoyd:  J  have  watched 
at  close  quarters  the  struggle 
for  a  certain  kind  of  Europe 
that  has  been  unfolding  in 
Rome:  one  which  seeks  a  de¬ 
cisive  break  with  the  Italian 
postwar  tradition  of  corporat- 
ist  accommodation —Page  22 
Magnus  Llnldatan  Chairing 
the  Arts  Council  of  England 
is  hugely  demanding,  not  just 
in  time  but  in  sheer  concen¬ 
tration  of  effort _ Page  22 

J.  G.  Links,  Venice  and  Cana¬ 
letto  scholar;  Michael  Cum¬ 
mings.  cartoonist _ Page  25 


Costaln  cash  call:  The  trou¬ 
bled  construction  group 
whose  shares  were  suspend¬ 
ed  a  year  ago,  proposed  a 
financial  rescue  that  could 
yield  control  to  Skanska,  the 
Swedish  company— Page  27 

Gold  deal:  South  African 
mining  giants  Gencor  and 
Goldfields  have  merged  to 
form  die  world’s  largest  gold 
producer,  to  be  known  as 
Gold  Co  - Page  27 

Markets:  The  FTSE  100  rose 
9.5  to  5J2I3.  The  pound  fell 
1002  to  100.1,  falling  .63  cents 
to  $1.6205  but  rising  .75  pfen¬ 
nigs  to  DM25365™.  Page  30 


Football:  The  fitness  of 
David  Beckham  and  Gar¬ 
eth  Southgate  caused  Eng¬ 
land  most  concern  during 
preparations  for  the 
World  Cup  qualifying 

tie  - _ Pages  33-36 

Rugby:  Jeremy  Guscott  re¬ 
flects  on  his  frustrating 
start  to  die  season  Page  41 
Motor  racing:  The  unique 
skills  of  Michael  Schu¬ 
macher  make  him  the  true 
world  champion .  Page  40 

Tennis:  Rusedski  and 
Henman  will  meet  in  the 
semi-final  of  die  CA  Tro¬ 
phy  in  Vienna — Page  38 


Peps:  A  complete  guide 
to  everything  you  need 
to  know 


For  younger  readers  ctf 
The  Times 


Latest  Road  and  Weather  conditions 
UK  Weather-  Ml  regions  0330  444  910 
UK  Roads  •  Ml  reghms  0330401410 
MdoMZS  0334  401  740 

M25  or*  Link  Rood.  0334401747 

Immoral  Moxorwjyt  0934  401  740 

Camnaial  hirapc  0334  401  910 

OaiWMl  crossing  0334  401  380 

Mocoratg  is  Haathrow 

8.  Cm-d,  i-pora  0334  407  SOS 


Weather  by  Fax  4h>s!**2!5s 

DU  03  3  ft  Mkmd  fajrre  nomfasr  from  your  fu 
vtaOway  4I43B4  WrOid  416  141 

VWb  410  399  London  414  343 

Mfcfend,  414  334  ttottaraJ5aMto 

EaKA«Wu  414  337  iVnMh  ' 

nr 

Scodand  414  140 

Mntfax  Marino 

inborn  Win  Ijkbo  414  344 

World  City  Weather  mroBb 

153  dMtlnMlaiw  worM  wMo 
4  day  forecast 

by  Phone  dial  0334  41  1314 

by  Fax  pndca  page)  0394  414399 


□  General:  rain  in  SW  England  at  start 
ol  day  will  quickly  sweep  E  to  affect 
much  of  England  and  Wales  by 
evening.  Rain  will  turn  heavy  In  many 
parts  before  easing  laler.  Most  of  N 
England,  Scotland  and  N  Ireland  will 
miss  the  rain  and  see  sunny  periods. 

Tonight  will  be  cod  everywhere.  The 
rain  wifi  linger  in  south-east  for  a  time 
and  W  England  and  Wales  will  have  a 
few  showers.  Rest  of  UK  wttl  be.malnly 
dry  with  long  clear  spells. 

□  London,  SE  England,  Cent  S 
England,  Channel  Isfes:  dry  start,  but 
heavy  rain  wilt  soon  spread  from  W. 
Brisk  W  wind.  Max  15-17C  (59-63F). 

□  E  AngKa,  E  Midlands,  E  England: 
widespread  rain  before  afternoon. 
Brisk  NW  wind.  Max  15-17C  (59-63F). 

□  W  Midlands,  SW  England,  Wales: 
rain  for  much  of  day,  but  becoming 
more  showery  by  evening.  Light 
variable  wind  nsing  to  strong  SW.  Max 


□  NW  England,  Cent  N  England:  dry 

at  first,  but  most  places  wfil  see  rain 
later.  Moderate  N  wind.  Max  13-15C 
(55-5qF). 

□  Lake  District,  loM,  NE  England: 

mainly  dry  with  good  sunny  spells; 
Moderate  N  wind  Max  13-15C  (55- 
59 F). 

□  Borders,  Edinburgh  &  Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  SW  Scotland,  Glasgow, 
Argyll,  N  Ireland:  cool  and  breezy. 
Sumy  spells  with  small  risk  of  showers. 
Moderate  to  fresh  N  wind.  Max  11-14C 
(52-57F). 

□  Republic  of  Ireland:  outbreaks  of 
heavy  rain,  becoming  clearer.  Wind 
variable,  becoming  fresh  N.  Rather 
cold.  Max  13C  (55F). 

□  Cent  Highlands,  Moray  Firth,  N 
Scotland,  Orkney,  Shetland:  cool 
and  windy  with  sunshine  and  showers. 
Strong  N  wind.  Max  10-12C  (50-54F). 

□  Outlook:  chlBy  with  brisk  N  wind 


Lo9mtdb 


0324  401  89* 


\AA\  Car  reports  by  fax 

>Mw  ml  uved  ear  reports  from 
the AAmmuof  mean  0330  414  399 
DalW  fmttfsec. 
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Dr  is  am 

Moon  sots 
1234  am 

Rj«  moon  October  16 
London  6  US  t*n  to  7 19  am 
Bristol  6  X  cm  to  7  22  am 
Edinburgh  622  pm  to  7  38  am 
Manchester  622  pm  to  7  30  am 
Penance  6  39  pm  lo  7  32  am 
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Sun  rises;  Sunsets. 
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□  Sun  rises: 
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Moon  sets 
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Fly  Highland  First  (Caledonian  Airways  Business  Class 
service)  to  Barbados  on  any  Saturday  from  1  November 
till  11  April  •  fourteen  nights  at  the  luxurious  Accra 
Beach  Hotel  •  Highland  First  to  Gatwick  from  £999 
or  Highland  First  return  flight  seats  onfy  from  just  £599 


DC-10  to  Barbados  on  23  December  •  fourteen  nights  at 
Sam  Lord’s  •  New  Year's  Dinner  •  Gatwick  return  £1,499 
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point 


From  Oliver  Holt 
7TBALL  CORRESPONDENT 
IN  ROME 


k  NN  HODDLE  and  his  Eng- 
®  squad  left  the  seclusion  of 
4  4 ,  rural  retreat  yesterday  after- 
and  entered  die  Eternal  City 
ie  first  tune.  By  the  batiks  of 
j  Tiber,  they  gazed  on  the 
;  1;  tdour  of  the  Olympic  Stadium 
stared  at  the  great  oval  of 
y  blue  seats  that  tonight  will 
cammed  full  of  shouting, 

'  elating,  baying  hordes  wifl- 
ieir  downfall  with  ail  that  they 
.  ouster. 

*  more  than  an  hrmrthey 
sd  on  the  pitch  where  they  will 
-  Italy  for  a  place  in  the  World 
finals.  They  trained  as  if  then- 
depended  oh  it  tackling  so 
in  a  practice  game  that  they 
/to  be  told  to  ease  off.  yelling 
jt  iragement  as  teams  of  four  or - 
B,  -an  sprint  races  against  each 
.  By  the  end.  the  hair  of  every 
f  them  was  soaked  in  sweat. 

*  ey  ail  know  that  this  is  the  big 
P  die  match  that  has  obsessed 
4  ;  since  they  lost  to  Italy  ar 
bley  in  February,  the  game 
ras  been  hanging  over  them 
le  way  along  the  qualifying 
the  one  that  has  been  waiting 
em  at  the  end  of  the  journey, 
i  either  as  prize  or 
hment 

_  i  air  of  serenity  that  has 
ti icterised  so  much  of  their 
Vup  has  begun  to  disappear 
*as  the  nerves  and  the  adrena-  " 
.art  to  course  through  them.  A 
ora  win.  and  they  can  start 
!iring  for  France  next  summer 
n  another  great  surge  of  opti- 
]  JWi  and  excitement  about  the 
\g[ »  sh  game.  A  defeat  and  they 
irobably  be  consigned  ro  the 
ltoiy  of  a  two-legged  play-off 
another  group  runner-up,  cm 
rer  29  and  November  15. 

;re  was  an  alarm  five  minutes 
the  end  of  the  session  yester- 
;hen  David  Beckham  was  led 
le  piidi  by  the  team  doctor, 
laining  of  breathing  difficul- 
■  hat.  presumably,  had  been 
jhr  about  by  the  heavy  add 
which  he  has  been  suffering 
week.  If  be  is  not  passed  fit 
Neville,  his  Manchester  Uni¬ 
ram-mate.  may  deputise  for 
it  right  wing-back. 

Uso  seems  increasingly  likely 
Hareth  Southgate,  who  has  a 
l)  injury,  will  not  be  able  to 
fc-’Wete  with  Gary  Nerille  for  die 
1  ^position  in  what  will  probably 
f  l  r  back  three,  alongside  Tony 
jjis  and  Sol  Campbell. 
Ugare’s  main  contribution  in 
ing  was  to  collect  balls  from 
d  one  of  the  goals. 


Despite  those  scares,  though,  the 
day  was  dominated  by  the  surprise 
that  Hod  die  sprung  with  his  choice 
of  captain.  Tony  Adams  bad  been 
widely  expected  to  be  given  the 
honour  on  his  31st  birthday,  but. 
instead,  die  England  coach  turned 
to  Paul  I nee,  the  Liverpool  captain 
who  played  in  Italy  with 
Iniemazionale  for  the  past  two 
seasons. 

The  move  is  bound  to  be  seen  in 
same  quarters  as  a  slap  in  the  face 
for  Adams,  as  well  as  recognition 
for  bice's  outstanding  form  both  in 
Italy  and  since  his  move  to  Mersey¬ 
side.  blit  Hoddle  insisted  that  the 
reasons  were  pragmatic,  rooted  in 
die  long  lay-off  from  which  the 
Arsenal  centre  half  is  only  just 
returning. 

“The  reason  I  have  gone  for  Paul 
face  is  that  I  think  he  is  made  for 
this  game,"  Hoddle  said.  "He  is 
coming  back  to  Italy,  where  he  has 
got  a  lot  of  respect  The  image  I 
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ROB  HUGHE3:  Italy  2.  England  0. 
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SIEVE  McUANARMt  England  to 
queBy 


have  of  what  the  game  will  be  like 
means  that  he  is  tailor-made  for  it 

“Tony  Adams  is  still  on  his  way 
back  arid  if  he  is  to  start  the  game  I 
want  him  100  per  cent  focused  on 
his  performance.  To  give  him  die 
responsibility  of  die  captaincy 
might  have  hindered  his  chances  of 
doing  that  I  had  a  short  conversa¬ 
tion  about  it  with  him  and  he 
understood.  He  will  be  captain  of 
the  bade  line,  anyway. 

"I  am  just  taking  a  weight  off  his 
shoulders  that  he  does  not  need  for 
tomorrow’s  game.  If  you  are  a  good 
captain,  you  take  that  sort  of  thing 
on  the  chin  anyway.  I  have  got 
every  confidence  in  Paul  leading 
the  team  ouL  He  is  at  the  hub  of  the 
team  and  everyone  in  it  respects 
him." 

Hoddle  and  his  squad  have 
managed  to  remain  confident 
about  their  chances  of  securing  die 
pant  that  they  need,  despite  die 
wealth  of  statistics  that  boost  Italy’s 
cause.  The  last  time  that  England 
beat  tonight's  opponents  on  Italian 
sal  was  36  years  ago  —  in  Rome. 
More  to  the  point,  perhaps,  is  that 
Italy  have  won  all  15  of  die  World 
Cup  qualifying  gamesthat  they 
have  played  in  their  capital. 

The  match  may  hinge  cm  a 
moment  of  magic  from  Paul  Gas¬ 
coigne  or  -  one  from  Gianfranco 


Gascoigne  is  put  through  his  paces  at  tide  Olympic  Stadium  under  Hoddle’s  watchful  eye.  Photograph:  Paul  Hannah 


Zola:  an  opportunist  strike  from 
Ian  Wright  or  Christian  Vieri;  or  on 
how  the  teams  react  to  the  atmo¬ 
sphere.  Italy  will  either  be  inspired 
or  crushed  by  die  weight  of 
expectation.  England  may  freeze 
amid  die  hostility. 

Hoddle,  though,  claimed  that  he 
would  know  when  his  team  walked 
out  of  the  changing-rooms  whether 
they  would  get  the  result  they 
needed.  "If  everyone  has  100  per 
cent  belief  that  we  will  do  the  job, 
then  drat  is  it"  he  said.  “I  sensed 
that  feeling  before  we  played 
Poland  in  May.  I  don’t  know  what 
it  is,  biorhythms  or  something.  It  is 
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Eke  trying  to  get  a  horse  into  peak 
condition.  If  you  do  not  have  that 
inner  belief,  you  will  not  achieve 
what  you  want 

“We  are  going  to  have  to  defend 
at  the  right  time,  there  is  no  doubt 
about  that,  butthereis  a  little  extra 
pressure  on  them  [Italy]  with  the 
fact  that  they  have  got  to  win.  Even 
if  they  are  winning  1-0,  we  could 
score  in  die  89th  minute  and  it 
would  still  be  us  who  went 
through. 

“We  have  got  a  great  record 


away  from  home.  We  have  won  all 
our  qualifying  matches  in  the 
group  away.  We  have  been  to  a  lot 
of  difficult  places,  but  this  is  one 
step  further."  If  England  can  take 
that  step  by  the  banks  of  the  Tiber 
tonight,  h  will  be  truly  a  giant 
leap. 

ENGLAND  (protable;  3-5-2}:  D  Seaman 
(Arsanal)  —  G  Neville  (Manchester  United).  A 
Adams  (Arsenal}.  S  Campbell  (Tottenham 
Hotspur}  —  D  Beckham  (Manchester  United). 
P  Gsscokam  (Rangers),  P  inee  (Liverpool,  D 
Batty  [Newcastle  United),  G  Le  Saux  (Chai¬ 
ses)  —  E  Sheringhsm  (Manchester  Untied).  I 
Wright  (Arsenal) 


ITALY  (probable;  4- 4-2):  A  Paruzz  (Juvertus) 

—  F  Cartnavaro  (Parma),  A  Costaairta  (AC 
Milan),  A  Neste  (Lazio).  P  Makflrt  (AC  Mian) 

—  A  Lombardo  (Crystal  Palace).  D  Albeitim 
(AC  MHan).  D  Baggio  (Parma).  A  cfi  Uvio 
(Atvertus)  —  G  Zola  (Chelsea).  C  Vieri 
(Aflaico  Madrid) 

Referee:  M  van  der  Ende  (Holland). 
TELEVISION:  Today:  Television:  Sky  Sports 
2:  Lrve  coverage,  Iran  6pm.  ITV:  100pm- 
midnght  Eurosport:  Hlghlghis.  Including  afl 
rhe  day  s  quaftlymg  games  and  Canada  v 
Meoocci  (Fwe),  from  7pm 

RADIO:  BBC  Radio  S  Live:  Live  coverage, 
from  7.30pm  Talk  Radio:  Live  coverage,  from 
7.30pm 

All  eyes  on  Rome,  page  1 
Makfinf  adds  adventure,  page  34 
Save  UcManaman,  page  38 
Scotland’s  task,  page  37 
Keahe  resigned,  page  37 
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Groins 
add  to 
the  strain 

I  used  to  think  it  rather  quaint 
when  my  friend  Robert 
phoned  Sheffield  Wednesday 
anxious  about  the  health  of  David 
HirsL  It  seemed  overly  assiduous 
and  I  said  so.  “Look,  David  Thing 
doesn’t  care  how  you  are,  Robert,” 
I’d  say.  “When  you  had  that 
terrible  cold  last  month,  did  he 
ring?"  But  Robert  would  persist 
anyway  and  come  off  the  phone 
looking  glum.  “David’s  thigh/ 
groin/ankle  is  no  better  at  afl." 
he'd  report,  and  thereafter  could 
not  be  consoled. 

Nowadays,  this  strangely  inti¬ 
mate  concern  for  the  wellbeing  of 
footballers  Is  one  I  completely 
understand,  though  1  tend  to  react 
rather  more  impatientiy  at  a  bad 
prognosis.  “III?”  I  scoff.  “Injured? 
Nonsense.  He’s  bang  paid  to  play, 
isn’t  he?  Look,  whafs  the  story 
here?”  I  cant  tell  you  how  cross  I 
was  with  Alan  Shearer's  groin  last 
season:  if  I  were  to  meet  his 
famous  ankle.  I  fear  1  would  tell  h 
to  pull  its  socks  up. 

Now  David  Beckham's  got  the 
flu  and  has  “broken  down"  in 
training  and  I'm  all  strung  out 
with  annoyance,  waiting  for  each 
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infected  nasal  droplet  of  news  from 
Rome.  "Paul  Scboles  could  replace 
flu  victim  David  Beckham  on  Sat¬ 
urday."  my  football  pager  in¬ 
formed  me  on  Thursday  morning. 
“That  word  ‘victim’  is  a  bit  strong.” 
ray  companion  commented  (rea¬ 
sonably).  "No  it  isn't,”  I  snapped 
“Don’t  you  understand?  This  is 
terrible."  David  Beckham  mugged 
by  a  virus!  A  bad  day  for  England 
(though  not  of  course,  for  the 
estimable  Paul  Scholes). 


Would  Beckham  recover? 
And  what  about  Gareth 
Southgate's  thigh?  I 
started  to  get  hysterical.  How 
much  of  this  stupid  illness  stuff  do 
they  think  we  can  take?  Perhaps 
it's  a  pack  of  lies,  but  how  can  you 
tell?  If  only  they  had  a  phone 
number  for  fans  to  call  —  a  sniffles 
hotline,  a  thigh  strain  freephone, 
an  England  casualty  update. 

1  wish  I  could  say  all  this  was 
unselfish  concern,  but  it  just  isn*L 
Personally,  I've  had  a  miserable 
cold  —  a  honking  cough  combined 
with  the  mysterious  sensation  that 
I’ve  swallowed  paint-stripper 
while  being  punched  on  the  nose. 
But  do  1  feel  real  empathy  with 
Beckham?  No.  I  just  very  selfishly 
want  him  to  be  fit  and  bouncy  for 
tonighL  because  he’s  brilliant  and  I 
demand  to  see  him  play. 

1  formerly  thought  die  word 
“doubtful”  was  rather  funny  in  p re¬ 
match  build-ups.  If  someone  was 
doubtful  for  England,  I'd  imagine 
them  poring  over  a  map  of  the 
country,  shaking  their  heads  as  if 
to  say  "I  don't  know  about  this.” 
Now.  1,  just  study  the  pictures  of 
Beckham  and  get  all  doubtful 
mysett  “He  looks  all  right,  doesn't 
he?  It’s  just  a  little  sniff,  isn’t  it? 
He's  got  to  be  afl  right  tonighL" 
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Seaman  keeps  Maldini  offers  spirit  ofadventure 

calm  in  pursuit 
of  safe  passage 


Only  tlie  white  mar¬ 
ble  statues  that  dec* 
orate  the 

approaches  to  the 
Olympic  Stadium  can  afford 
io  remain  calm  and  cold  as  the 
atmosphere  builds  up  among 
83,000  impassioned  spectators 
for  tonight's  decisive  game. 
You  are  either  Italian  or 
English;  you  feel  the  blood 
rushing,  you  sense,  or  try  to, 
the  emotions  running  through 
players  such  as  David  Sea¬ 
man  and  Gianfranco  Zola- 
They.  equal  in  experience 
with  34  caps  apiece,  could  at  a 
stroke,  a  shot  or  a  save, 
determine  the  outcome  not 
only  of  a  single  football  match, 
but  also  of  the  immediate 
destiny  of  two  countries 
which,  whatever  indifference 
anyone  may  feign,  really  care 
about  the  game  and  hold  it 
dose  to  their  identity. 

Nationalism  can  get  in  the 
way.  It  can  make  seasoned 
players  malfunction.  It  can 
channel  their  energy  in  a 
pulsating  rush  that  they  never 
before  experienced:  it  can 
make  heroes  or  villains  of 
them  in  an  instant. 

“ Experto  credite the 
Roman  poet  Virgil  wrote  more 
than  a  thousand  of  years 
before  anyone  kicked  the  ball 
for  spectator  sport.  ‘Trust  one 
who  has  provwJ  it." 

If  I  were  Cesare  Maldini  or 
Glenn  Hoddle.  I  know  that 
Seaman  and  Zola  would  be  the 
first  to  carry  my  trust,  the  first 
on  the  team-sheet.  “We  just 
have  to  focus  that  much 
more.”  Seaman  said  yester¬ 
day.  T  know  what  is  building 
up.  I  know  that,  if  !  don't 
concede  a  goaf,  that  is  it  — 
England  qualify.  Hopefully.  I 
will  keep  a  dean  sheet,  but  it's 
all  about  the  result,  whether 
it's  00  or  44." 

Yet  this  man.  so  laid  bade  he 
can  seem  almost  horizontal,  so 
practised  and  so  thorough,  has 
not  yet  seen  the  Lights  of  Rome. 
He  acknowledges  that  there  is 
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takes  heart  from  the 
England  goalkeeper 


a  world  of  difference  between 
a  stadium  in  daylight  and  a 
goalkeeper  stretching  to  catch 
a  ball  with  what  Seaman 
described  as  “players  jostling, 
like  man-to-man  wrestling'’  in 
front  of  him  when  unfamiliar 
floodlights  glare. 

His  worries  may  be  eased, 
for  all  the  splendour  beneath 
the  white  circular  roof  around 
the  Olympic  Stadium,  there  is 
even  light,  apparendy  a  goal¬ 
keeper’s  dream.  Zola,  how¬ 
ever.  can  put  out  those  lights, 
manikin  though  he  is. 

“Zola?  He  poses  quite  a  few 
questions,  from  free  kicks, 
from  anywhere,"  Seaman  ob¬ 
served.  “He  has  such  tiny  feet, 
and  he  can  do  a  lot  of  things." 

Nor  in  the  Chelsea  blue  but 
the  blue  of  an  enemy  that 
unites  Englishmen,  Zbla  did  it 
to  devastating  effect  in  Febru¬ 
ary  when,  pouncing  on  an 
error  of  judgment  by  Stuart 
Pearce,  he  invaded  the  space 
behind  him  and,  anuwlike  in 
his  accuracy,  scored. 

The  goalkeeper  was  not 
Seaman;  it  was  Ian  Walker, 
his  deputy.  “I  was  listening  to 
it  on  my  car  in  a  traffic  jam  on 
die  M25."  Seaman  recalled.  "I 
was  on  my  way  home  from 


if 
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Seaman  can  ensure  Chat  England  qualify  tonight 


seeing  the  specialist  because  of 
a  cartilage  problem.  I  felt  for 
Ian,  I  could  feel  the  pressure 
even  on  the  M25." 

Zola  apologised  to  England 
for  that  decisive  act  He  was 
speaking  in  a  tunnel  beneath 
the  stadium  yesterday  of  mix¬ 
ing  sorrow  with  joy  again 
tonight. 

“You  cannot  waste  the 
mood,  so  T  am  not  yet  tense." 
the  diminutive  Italian  said. 
“Saturday  is  the  match  day, 
Friday  you  have  to  stay  calm, 
conserve  your  mental  energy, 
just  prepare." 

The  stubble  on  Zola's  chin 
could  not  hide  his  gentleman’s 
approachability,  nor  the 
slightly  pained  air  with  which 
he  acknowledged  his  situa¬ 
tion.  He  earns  his  living  in 
London,  is  cherished  there  and 
recognises  that;  when  Parma 
thought  him  finished  and 
beyond  his  useful  prime.  Chel¬ 
sea  gave  him  new  lease  of  life. 
And  now.  for  the  second  time, 
he  must  try  to  utilise  it  for  the 
destruction  of  his  adopted 
home. 

Paolo  Maldini,  Italy's  fa¬ 
vourite  son  and  its  captain, 
admits  that  the  nervousness  is 
rising  in  him.  though  it  is 
nerves  of  anticipation  and 
expectation.  “I  like  the  way 
England  plays,"  Maldini.  the 
younger,  said. 

“I  don’t  care  who  is  the 
referee,  I  am  chosen  to  be 
captain  only  because  I  have 
the  most  caps.  I  win  say  at  the 
beginning  to  Paul  Ince:  ‘Haw 
are  you  doing?*  ”  Maldini  has 
leamt  his  English  from  Ameri¬ 
cans.  from  Nike,  his  sponsor. 

Ince  shares  his  world,  has 
shared  the  territory  on 
Italian  fields;  though,  of 
course,  tonight  he  is  as 
intent  on  destroying  Italy's 
dream  as  Maldini  and  Zbla 
are  England's.  "You  cannot 
waste  the  mood  ...”  It  has 
such  resonance. 

Italy  expects  and  all  bar 
7,000  in  the  stadium  will  pour 
down  that  weight  of  expecta¬ 
tion  on  their  chosen  XL  Sea¬ 
man,  the  last  man  standing 
against  that  pulsating  mood, 
wifi  not  know  until  this  morn¬ 
ing  who  partners  Zola  in 
attack. 

It  is  not  now  likely  to  be 
Pierluigi  Casiraghi,  for  he 
looked  heavy  in  training  yes¬ 
terday,  the  consequence  of  a 
hidden  groin  strain.  Instead 
the  younger  Christian  Vieri. 
athletic  and  energetic,  is  likely 
to  be  preferred  to  the  darting 
brilliance  of  Alessandro  del 
Piero  and  Felippo  Inzaghi,  or 
indeed  a  fifth  striker.  Enrico 
Chiesa. 

Such  powers  in  reserve,  and 
long  gone  are  the  days  when 
coaches  select  more  than  two 
at  a  time. 

To  Seaman  it  makes  tittle 
difference.  He  knows  the  shots 
are  coming.  He  hopes  to  see 
them  in  good  time  and  good 
tight 


a  pivotal  figure 


for  the  home  side. 


both  defensively 


and  if  allowed  to 


roam  forward 


A  few  months  ago, 
Paolo  Maldini.  who 
wins  his  83rd  cap 
for  Italy  against 
England,  as  captain,  could 
have  left  Milan  for  Chelsea. 
A  king’s  ransom  was  in¬ 
volved.  Milan,  surprisingly 
enough,  in  the  shape  of 
Adriano  Galliano,  the  right- 
hand  man  of  the  owner. 
Silvio  Berlusconi,  were  will¬ 
ing  to  sell  him. 

They  would  have  made  a 
vast  profit  on  a  player  who 
initially  cost  them  nothing. 
Maldini  himself  would  have 
been  given  a  stupendous 
contract  At  Stamford  Bridge 
he  would  have  joined  his 
three  fellow  Italy  internation¬ 
als.  Roberto  Di  Matteo, 
Gianluca  Vialli  and 
Gianfranco  Zola.  But 
Maldini  dug  bis  heels  in 
hard.  Milan,  he  said,  was. 
always  had  been  .and  always 
would  be  his  dub,  and  that 
was  where  he  meant  to  stay. 

When  Berlusconi,  who 
seems  not  to  have  been 
consulted,  beard  about  it.  he 
was  enraged,  and  decreed 
that  under  no  circumstances 
could  Maldini  be  sold. 

The  son  of  the  present  Italy 
manager.  Cesare  Maldini, 
who  joined  Milan  as  a  centre 
back  from  Triestina  in  1954. 
won  caps  for  Italy  and  a 
European  Cup  medal  at 
Wembley.  Paolo  made  his 
debut  at  left  back  for  the  dub 
at  18.  having  come  up 
through  the  juniors.  He  has 
now  played  as  many  games 
for  them  as  did  his  father. 

He  is  a  handsome  man, 
whom  Italian  women  adore 
but  tty  to  importune  in  vain. 
He  is,  though,  a  family  man 
and  has  seemingly  resisted 
temptation.  A  quiet  domestic 
life,  far  away  from  the  torrid 
field  of  battle,  suits  him  well. 

WHEREAS  his  father  was 
essentially  a  solid,  combative 
centre  bade  or  sweeper,  Paolo 
has  always  been  an  exdting 
element,  a  left  bade  of  the 
modem  idiom,  eager  to  at¬ 
tack.  to  overlap,  to  take  on 
opponents  and  to  strike  for 
goal,  with  a  formidable  left 
foot  All  this  and  a  ladder, 
too. 

Versatility,  perhaps,  may 
even  have  worked  against 
him.  At  22,  during  the  1990 
World  Cup  finals  in  Italy,  he 
found  hfniself  switched  from 
the  flank  to  centre  back, 
where  Italy  were  often  to  use 
him  in  the  future.  There,  he 
played  effectively  and  force- 
folly  but  could  seldom  gratify 
his  urge  to  go  forward. 

This  season,  with  Milan, 
there  has  been  a  still  more 
unexpected  translocation. 
Milan,  with  far  more  money 
than  sense,  poured  forth  their 
treasure  in  the  summer  to 
buy  up  a  host  of  foreign 


Paolo  Maldini.  son  of  the  Italy  manager,  Cesare.  leads  his  country  into  battle  against  England  in  Rome  tonight 


players,  among  them  Chris¬ 
tian  Ziege,  Germany's  attack¬ 
ing  left  brack,  and  Winston 
Bogarde,  of  Ajax  and  Hol¬ 
land,  also  a  left  back. 

But  with  Milan  failing  to 
lure  back  Christian  Pamicri 
from  Real  Madrid,  to  whom 
Arrigo  Sacchl  had  inexplica¬ 
bly  sold  him.  Maldini  has 
been  obliged  to  play  at  right 
bade  It  is  a  tribute  to  his 
professionalism  that  he  has 
done  so  without  public  com¬ 
plaint.  though  the  role  is 
quite  foreign  to  him  and  he 
dearly  hopes  to  vacate  it  as 
soon  as  possible.  Milan, 
meanwhile,  continue  their 
quest  for  Panucri. 

Last  season  was  a  bad  one 
for  Milan  and  not  such  a 
good  one  for  Paolo  Maldini 
either.  At  times  the  edge 
seemed  to  have  gone  off  his 
game  as  it  did  in  Euro  96 
when  he  had  an  uneasy  game 
for  Italy  against  Russia, 
where  he  was  taken  on  by  the 
powerful  winger,  Andrei 


Ranch  elskis,  formerly  of 
Manchester  United  and 
Everton. 

Charming  and  available  to 
English  journalists,  who  are 
surprised  by  his  fluent  Eng¬ 
lish  when  they  talk  to  him  in 
the  Italy  training  camp  at 
Coverriano,  Maldini  still 


blow  that  rebounded,  since  a 
dazed  Waddle  went  on  to. 
score  a  spectacular  goal, 
which  he  knew  little  about 
Against  England,  Maldini 
will  probably  play  on  the  left 
of  the  defence,  which  is  better 
than  being  on  the  right  flank 
but  still  not  the  ideal  position 


‘He  is  always  keen  to  take  on 
opponents  and  strike  for  goal’ 


should  not  be  seen  as  a 
plaster  saint 

Chris  Waddle  might  testify 
to  that  When  Milan  played 
Marseilles  in  a  notorious 
European  Cup  semi-final 
that  ended  with  Galliano 
bringing  his  team  off  the  field 
when  the  floodlights 
dimmed,  Maldini  struck 
Waddle  across  the  back  of  the 
neck. 

It  was.  yOu  might  say,  a 


for  one  of  his  adventurous 
bent 

And  his  father,  Cesare?  He 
trained  his  23  men  in  the 
Olympic  Stadium  yesterday, 
concentrating  first  on  baU- 
play  —  which,  according  to 
one  Italian  journalist  his 
predecessor,  Sacchi,  never 
did  —  before  starting  a  train¬ 
ing  game. 

At.  the  press  conference 
afterwards  he  was  his  usual 


s dfc  by  turns  genial  and 
defensive;  No,  Cerio  Ferrara, 
the  injured  centre  back,  had 
not  played  in  the  . game  as  a 
precaution.  The  team  doctor 
'  would  deride  whether  he  was 
fit:  if  not  there  were  plenty  of 
good  alternatives. 

He  fenced  with  questions 
about  Gigi  Casiraghi,  who 
has  pul  on  weight  and  app¬ 
ears  to  have  a  groin  sixain. 
Christian  Vieri  remains  fa¬ 
vourite  to  start  T  say  again," 
Maldini  insisted,  “we  always 
by  to  win.  This  time,  we  have 
the  necessity  to  win.”  He  told 
us,  too.  that  the  suspended  Di 
Matteo  is  planning  to  come 
out  at  his  own  request  to  be 
with  the  party 

So.  we  wait  to  see  whether 
Ian  Wright,  who  has  notion- 
ally  overtaken  Cliff  Bastin’s 
scoring  record  at  Arsenal 
can  emulate  Bastin  by  scor¬ 
ing  for  England  against  Italy, 
as  Bastin  did  when  the 
countries  met  for.  the  first 
time  in  Rome  in  1933. 


Giggs  looks 
ahead  to 
lifetime’s 
ambition 

HE  HAS  won  titles  and  med¬ 
als  beyond  the  dreams  of 
many  a  23-year-old,  has  been 
ro  Wembley  and  has  scored 
goals  that  rank  in  the  panthe¬ 
on  of  the  best  seen  at  Old 
Trafford  and  beyond,  but 
■Ryan  Giggs  believes  nothing 
will  match  the  feeling  he  gets 
when  he  steps  on  to  the  field  in 
Brussels  this  evening.  He  will 
do  so  as  the  captain  of  Wales, 
the  second-youngest  player  to 
have  been  accorded  the  hon¬ 
our,  and,  in  his  words:  “This 
will  be  the  greatest  moment  of 
my  life.  1  will  be  so  proud  to 
lead  Wales  out." 

No  matter  that  he  is  leading 
a  small  nation  in  a  game  of 
little  significance,  at  least  to 
the  Welsh,  when  the  national 
gaze  is  turned  to  Rome.  Al¬ 
ways  irritated  by  the  question 
of  whether  he  would  rather 
play  for  England,  he  said:  "I 
am  Welsh  and  am  proud  of  it. 
It  never  crosses  my  mind  that  I 
could  play  for  someone  else 
because  I  can’t  I  was  bom  in 
Cardiff  and  my  parents  and 
grandparents  are  all  Welsh.  I 
am  looking  Forward  to  this 
game  immensely.  Leading  out 
my  country  will  be  a  dream 
come  true." 

A  dream,  perhaps,  but  with 
an  inexperienced  side  whose 
make-up  is  yet  to  be  con¬ 
firmed,  Wales  face  a  daunting 
task  Belgium  need  to  win  if 
they  are  to  ensure  second 
place  in  World  Cup  qualifying 
group  seven  and  a  playoff 
place,  while  Wales  are  miss¬ 
ing  key  personnel,  including 
Gary  Speed,  the  regular  cap- 
rain.  who  is  absent  through 
suspension. 


Eleven  do-or-die  England  matches 


WHAT  IF?  HOW  LATVIA  CAN  PUT  ENGLAND  THROUGH 


1.  England  0  Soviet  Union  t  (Gothenburg) 
WorkTCup,  17-6-58 

Alter  finishing  level  in  group  four,  the  two  teams 
had  to  play  off  for  a  place  in  toe  quarter-finals. 
Ilyin's  goal  put  Walter  Winterbattom's  men  on 
the  next  plane  home 

ENGLAND:  McDonald.  Hows.  Wtnfit  Bante.  Clayton. 
Slater.  Brabrook  Brtwdbeni  Kewn.  Haynes.  A'cnurt 

2.  England  1  Poland  1  (Wembley) 

World  Cup  qualifier,  17-10-73 

A  goalkeeper,  apparently  wearing  a  big  red 
nose  and  a  revolving  bow-tie  stopped  almost 
everything  England  threw  at  him,  Shilton  gifted 
Poland  a  goal  and  the  Germans  had  to  hold  toe 
J974  Work!  Cup  without  their  old  mates 

ENGLAND:  SWton.  Madetey.  Hughes.  MdFafend.  rtjiw, 
BeA  Curre.  Charmon,  Olivers  (Hector).  Clarke,  Poets 

3.  Czechoslovakia  2  England  1  (Bratislava) 
European  championship  qualifier,  30-10-75 
Mike  Channon  gave  England  the  lead  but  the 
Czechs  bounced  England  ail  over  Bratislava 
‘They  were  iwrse  than  Argentina  in  1966."  Don 
Revie  turned 

ENGLAND:  Oomence.  Madetey.  Mcfariana  (WaisanJ. 
Todd.  Guiaid.  BeO,  Francw,  Keegan.  Channon  (mamasi. 
Ctete.  Macdonald 

4.  England  1  Hungary  0  (Wembley) 

World  Cup  qualifier.  18-11-81 

Romania’s  surprise  home  defeat  by  Switzerland 
gave  England  an  unexpected  chance  to  qualify 
tor  Spam  82.  Paul  Mariner's  elegant  stumble 
over  toe  bafl-assured  that  they  did 
ENGLAND:  SMlon,  Neal.  Thtxrpson,  Mamn.  MCs.  Robson. 
MeOonnoti.  Smoking,  Coppell  (Matey  I.  Mam*.  Keegan 


*1 
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5.  England  0  Spain  0  (Madrid) 

Worn  Cup,  5-7-82 

Needing  a  win  to  go  Into  the  semi-finals.  Ron 
Greenwood  brings  on  permanentiy-iniured 
stars,  Keegan  and  Brooking,  as  late  substitutes. 
Good  move  Ron.  they  trussed  glorious  chances 
ENGLAND:  SWton.  MBs.  Butcher.  Thompson.  Sjrcom, 
Widens.  Robson.  Francn.  Rb  (Keegan],  Manna.  Woodcocn 
IBradving) 

6.  England  3  Poland  0  (Monterrey) 
WorkTCup,  11-6-86 

The  match  that  made  Saint  Gary  a  world  star 
ENGLAND:  ShUton.  Aliens.  Fenwck.  Butcher.  Sansom. 
Scevsn.  Hoddie.  Rod.  Hodge  Lnohjer,  Beanostoy 

7.  Yugoslavia  1  England  4  (Belgrade) 
European  championship  qualifier,  11-11-87 
Four  goafs  in  toe  first  25  minutes  made  it  a  stroll 
ENGLAND:  SHRon.  Stevens.  Sansom.  Adams,  Butcher, 
Steven  Robson  (fl&dl.  Webb  IHoddtel.  Beardsley,  Lineker, 
Baines 


8.  England  1  Holland  3  (Dussefdorf) 
European  championship,  15-6-88 

You  ’OrriWe  Utile  Basten  said  The  Sun  after  the 
Dutch  master's  hal-trick  put  England  out 
ENGLAND:  SMion.  Stevens.  Wright.  Adams.  Sansom, 
Steven.  Hoddte.  Robson.  Barnes.  Beardsley.  Lnefcer 

9.  Poland  0  England  0  (Katowice} 

World  Cup  qualifier,  11-16-89 

if  TarassevAczs  last-minute  shot  had  been  a  foot 
lower,  England  would  not  have  qualified  for  Italia 
90,  there  would  have  been  no  tears  in  Turin,  no 
Gazzamarva  and  no  comedy  breasts  at  Luton 
airport 

ENGLAND:  SWton.  Stevens.  Walter.  Butcher.  Peace, 
RocasUe  McMahon,  Robson.  Waddle.  Beardsley.  Lineker 

10.  Poland  1  England  1  (Poznan) 

European  championship  qualifier,  13-11-91 
Andy  Gray,  Geoff  Thomas.  Andy  Stolon  —  no 
wonder  we  needed  Urekei'sgoaf  13  minutes 
from  time  to  book  a  place  to  Euro  92 
ENGLAND:  Woods.  Cfeon.  tteroe.  Grey  (Smah).  Waftar. 
Mabbun.  Pl&tt  Thomas.  RocasUe.  Lneker.  Snton  (Daley) 

11.  Holland  2  England  D  (Rotterdam) 

World  Cup  qualifier,  13-10-93 

Take  Ronald  Koeman,  a  German  referee  and  an 
England  manager  with  a  loosening  grip  on 
realty  and  wha t  have  you  got?  The  end  of  an 
American  dream,  bur  the  toe  best  football 
documentary  to  the  world  . .  ever 
ENGLAND:  Seaman.  Parker,  Adams,  PsBists,  Dongo. 
Parras  (Snion).  ttaa.  Ince,  Sharps.  Marson  [Wrtgnfl. 
Sheerer 

Compiled  by  Richard  Whitehead 
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Yugoslavia  1.  Malta  Q  Czech  Republic  1.  . 
SkwaHa  i  Spain  2.. 

MATCHES  TO  COME:  Today.  Gfflch 
Repubfic  v  Slovakia;  Malta  v  YumsJsmss 
Sptui  vFobpxi  Isles 
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The  fears  of  a  down  are  allayed  as  Tomaszewski  watches  another  England  near-  miss.  Photograph:  David  Jones 
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MATCHES  TO  COME  Today:  Hotend  V 
•utey;  &5l0kjnv  Wafts 
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FOOTBALL  SATURDAY 


Ince  puts  the  Guv’nor  to  rest 


In  the  search  for 
leadership, 
England  have 
turned  to  a 
hard  man  with 
a  soft  centre 


MARC  ASPLAND 


His  nickname  is  like  a 
renin  ant  of  a  former 
life.  It  was  nice  for 
a  while,  because  it 
stert«J  off  as  a  joke  between 
friends,  but  it  got  twisted  around 
until  it  began  to  be  used  against 
him.  People  said  it  was  evidence  of 
megalomania.  Some  said  it  showed 
a  craving  for  respect  others  that  he 
was  forced  out  of  Old  Trafford 
because  of  it  None  of  it  was  true, 
but  Paul  Ince  is  an  older,  wiser 
man  now  and  he  does  not  want  a 
nickname  any  more.  England's 
captain  in  Rome  tonight  warns  to 
consign  The  GuVnor  to  the  past 
He  does  not  need  it  now,  anyway. 
Most  people,  however  begrudging¬ 
ly-  accept  that  he  and  the  recently- 
sidelined  Roy  Keane  are  the  most 
accomplished  midfield  players  in 
Great  Britain.  He  is  at  the  peak  of 
his  game,  captain  of  Liverpool  and 
the  team's  driving  force,  captain  of 
the  England  team  that  will  stride 
out  at  the  Olympic  Stadium  tonight 
for  the  country's  most  important - 
game  since  Euro  96.  Never  has  he 
been  more  dominant;  never,  in  fact 
more  gubernatorial. 

Yet  that  is  not  the  reason  why  he 
wants  to  bring  the  era  of  The 
Guvnor  to  a  dignified  dose.  It  is' 
more  to  do  with  the  fact  that  that 
nickname  more  than  anything  else 
has  burdened  him  with  an  image,  a. 
snarling,  prickly,  arrogant  image, 
that  those  who  meet  him  more  than 
fleetingly  know  to  be  utterly  false. 

To  the  outsider,  there  was  always 
something  faintly  sinister  and  in¬ 
timidatory  about  it  The  GuVnor:  it 
conjured  up  scenes  from  films  such 
as  Get  Carter  or  old  episodes  of 
The  Sweeney  and  it  was  made 
worse  because  of  the  misconception 
that  Ince.  like  some  sort  of  swagger-  . 
ing  enforcer,  insisted  on  its  use.  The 
reality,  it  transpires,  is  rather 
different 

“1  want  to  get  this  straight,"  Ince 
says.  "The  GuVnor  was  not  about 
respect.  It  wasn't  like  that  at  all. 
When  I  was  at  West  Ham',  i  used  to 
go  to  a  snooker  hall  in  Dagenham 
m  East  London,  where  1  come 
from,  every-  rime  we  finished  train¬ 
ing.  Every  rime  anyone  played  a 
good  shot  a  long  red  or  something 
like  that  whoever  it  was  would 
shout  out  'who's  the  guVnor"  and 
the  rest  of  us  would  say  *yeah,  yeah, 
all  right". 


■■  k 


t-.--  ■ 

’  ‘  jV.'  .  * 


Ince,  the  latest  in  a  long  line  of  outstanding  Liverpool  midfield  players,  has  settled  into  the  routine  in  the  legendary  Anfield  boot  room,  where  his  open  approach  to  life  has  found  a  natural  home 


"X  X  Then  I  went  up  to 

\  A  /  tJn,tecJ  and  w  had 

»/%/  shooting  practice. 

T  ▼  arid  if  i  scored  a 
good  goal.  I  would  shout  out  “who's 
the  guvnaaaa'  like  that  Then  after 
a  while.  Kid  do  [Brian  Kidd, 
United’s  assistant  manager]  started 
calling  me  the  GuVnor  and  all  of  a 
sudden  it  just  got  round  like 
wildfire  The  crowd  was  saying 
'Paul  Ince  is  the  GuVnor  and  I  got 
GUV  bn  my  car  and  it  started  like 
that.  It  wasn't  intentional.  I  didn’t 
mean  anything  by  it  It  just  got  out 
of  hand  —  in  a  nice  way.  not  a 
horrible  way. 

"But  the  papers  have  said  -firings 
about  ‘the  self-proclaimed  GuV¬ 
nor'.  That  is  a  load  of  rubbish.  I 
never  went  to  anyone  at  the  club 
and  said  listen.  I’m  the  Guvnor, 
you  call  me  the  GuVnor  or  III  do 
this  and  that'.  That  was  never  the 
case.  I  couldn't  go  into.  Man  United 
with  the  likes  of  Robbo  [Bryan 
Robson]  and  Brucey  [Sieve  Bruce] 
there  and  say  ‘I’m  the  GuVnor’ 
because  I  wasn’t  like  that. 

"When  I  first  came  here  to 
Liverpool,  a  few  of  the  boys  said  'all 
right  Guv-,  all  right  Guv'  and  to  be 
honest  I  don't  tike  it  any  more.  It 
was  a  phase  that  happened  at 
Manchester  United.  When  I  went 
to  Inter  Milan,  it  never  really 
happened.  That  was  when  I  got  rid 
of  it. 

“When  1  came  back  here,  Adidas 


sent  me  a  pair  of  boots  for  my  first 
game  with  GuVnor  on  top  of  the 
boots  and!  said  'listen,  I  don't  want 
that.  That  was  years  ago.  I  want  to 
get  zid  of  that  tag.  I  don't  warn  to  be 
called  that  any  more’  You  know. 
I'm  nearly  30  years  of  age.  It'S 
about  time  people  started  calling 
me  Paul  Ince." 

As  he  talks  in  the  players’ 
cantpen  at  Liverpool’s  Melwood 
training  ground,  Ince  breaks  off 
occasionally  to  chat  with  the  staff 
who  wander  in.  and  out  He  knows 
them  all  by  name,  even  though  he 
has  only  been  at  the  dub  for  six 
weeks.  Liverpool  have  one  of  the 
friendlier  setiups  in  the  FA  Carling 
Premiership,  probably  the  most 
open  bunch  of  players,  and  Ince  fits 
in  perfectly.  .  . 

If  he' can  seem  sullen  or  a  little 
suspicious  on  a  peremptory  meet¬ 
ing,  it  is  soon  apparent  it  is  just  a 
facade.  Behind  it  there  is  a  sincere, 
quietly-spoken  man,  sharp  and 
quick-witted,  patriotric  and  so  de¬ 
voted  to  his  family  that  he  resisted 
Lntemaa'onale's  pleas  for  him  to 
stay  in  Italy  and  relumed  to 
England  in  rite  summer  because  he 
was  concerned  about  the  schooling 
of  his  young  son,  Thomas.  He  is.  in 
fact,  the  antithesis  of  what  those 
who  have  never  met  him  expect 

“I  have  mellowed  with  age,"  Ince 
smiles.  “When  I  was  young.  21  or 
22,  no  one  could  tell  me  anything 
I’m  not  afraid  to  say  it  l  had  a  big 
chip  on  my  shoulder,  probably  two 
shoulders.  I  would  react  to  any¬ 
thing.  It  was  only  when  1  went  to 
United  and  I  was  in  the  same  team 
as  Bryan  Robson  that  _  that 
changed.  If  he  said  anything,  I 
would  listen  to  him. 

"When  I  was  24  or  25, 1  realised 
that  I  wasn't  getting  anywhere  by 
kicking  out  shouting  at  referees, 
having  this  attitude  problem.  I  had 
Thomas  when  I  was  25. 1  thought 


'hang  about  we've  got  one  kid  in 
the  family  now.  we  don’t  need  two*. 

I  thought  1  had  to ’start  acting  more 
sensibly,  start  acting  my  age.  That 
was  when  it  all  started  to  change. 

■  “All  of  a  sudden,  I  started  to  play 
well  and  people  started  to  notice, 
but  there  was  still  this  perception 
that  I  was  a  horrible  person  off  the 
field.  I  wasn’t,  or  at  least  1  didn't 
intend  to  be.  It  was  just  the  way  1 
was,  youth,  exu¬ 
berance,  but  now  I  —  _ 

look  back  and  *  11 

think  I  must  have  111®' 

been  a  right  horri-  ■■■ 

ble  so-and-so  ■  ■  jOR 

when  I  was  that  m  j 

age  because  I  can  H 

remember  the  ■  | 

things  that  I  did. 

"As  you  get  old¬ 
er.  other  things  • 

take  over.  My 
family  is  more  im-  JMgp|oi£ 

portant  to  me  than 
anything  else  In  . 

the  world.  Once  it  •  . 

was  football. 

That's  changed.  I  7 

used  to  go  home  ' J-  _g£_ 

and  take  my  foot- 

ball  home  to  my 

family.  When  1 

had  Thomas,  I 

would  come  home 

and  see  his  face 

and  even  if  we  had  got  beat  Thomas 

would  want  to  play  something  and 

that  has  changed  roe.  That  is  when  it 

turned  around  for  me  as  a  footballer. 

I  could  either  have  gone  uphill  or 
dcrwnhijl  and  having  Thomas  made 
me  go  uphill." 

It  was  a  steep  ascent  After  the 
bitterness  of  his  move  from  West 
Ham  United,  he  established  himself 
as  a  favourite  at  Old  Trafford 
because  of  his  fine,  uncompromising 
tackling.  He  helped  to  bring  United 
their  fust  championship  since  1967 


OLIVER 

HOLT 


as  part  of  the  great  side  that 
spawned  the  present  champions, 
the  side  of  Bruce,  Robson.  Andrei 
Kanchelslds,  Mark  Hughes  and 
Ryan  Giggs. 

United  supporters  were  dis¬ 
mayed  when  Alex  Ferguson  sold 
both  him  and  Kanchelskjs  two 
years  ago  and,  after  a  shaky  start  in 
Milan,  Ince  soon  became  a  hero  at 
flte  San  Siro.  too,  scoring  ten  goals 
against  the  parsi- 
monious  Serie  A 

■  defences  last  sea- 

I  son  before  Liver- 

■  •  pool  tempted  him 

■  ■■■  bade  to  England 

If  111  an^  Inter 

n  I  more  than  £4  mil- 

^l|  lion  for  his  ser- 

^ — — —  yjces. 

By  then,  Ince 

a  had  long  estab¬ 

lished  himself  at 
the  heart  of  the 
England  midfield. 
He  has  won  33 
caps  and  played  a 
starring  role  in 
Euro  96.  But  for 
Teiry  Venables'® 
curious  decision  to 
ignore  him  for  a 
year  after  he 
missed  the  Umbra 
Cup  tournament, 
his  international 
record  would  have  been  even 
longer. 

Now,  he  is  fighting  the  last  of  the 
labels,  the  one  that  has  got  him 
down  as  a  hard  man,  the  ball- 
winner  that  Liverpool  needed  to 
complete  their  championship  jig¬ 
saw.  His  revisionism  is  grounded 
in  his  goaJscoring  and  flashes  of 
creative  brilliance,  like  the  pass 
that  split  the  Polish  defence  in 
Katowice  in  May  and  led  to  Alan 
Shearers  opening  goal. 

“If  you  have  got  players  like 


Macca  [Steve  McManaman],  Beck¬ 
ham  and  Gam  alongside  you,  you 

§et  the  ball  and  give  ft  to  them  so 
tey  can  use  their  talent.  If  they  go 
and  lose  the  ball,  they  are  relying 
on  me  to  go  and  use  my  talent  to  get 
it  bade.  It  is  not  like  1  am  a  dog  for 
them,  because  I  am  a  lot  better  than 
that  but  you  have  to  know  your 
limitations. 

"We  have  all  got  our  own  talents. 
Some  talents  will  get  people  off 
their  seats  by  beating  three  or  four 
men,  some  wont.  I'm  the  kind  of 
player  fans  can  relate  to  because  I 
give  them  my  heart.  110  per  cent 
every  game. 

“What  I  dont  like  is  the  hard- 
man  image,  f  always  say  to  myself: 
'What  is  a  hard  man?  Is  it  someone 
who  just  kicks  people,  who  tackles 
dirty,  or  someone  who  wins  the 
ball?"  If  going  in  for  a  50-50  ball  and 
winning  it  nine  times  out  of  ten 
makes  me  a  hard  man,  then  so  be 
it,  but  people  who  just  kick  people 
off  the  ball  are  called  hard  men  too. 
and  that  is  an  insult  to  me  because 
there  is  more  to  my  game  than  that. 

"  "V"  score  goals,  I  can  pass  the 
I  ball,  not  many  people  get 
.  I  past  me  and  1  tackle  well. 
JL  That  is  the  most  important 
thing  to  me.  I  tackle  fairly.  Nobody 
can  ever  say  to  me  that  I  am  a  dirty 
player,  that  I  am  malidous,  that  I 
go  out  to  try  to  do  people.  If  they  say 
anything  about  Paul'  Ince,  they 
have  to  say  he  is  a  hard  ladder,  but 
he  tackles  fair.  He  is  a  hard  man  in 
that  respect.  He  wants  to  win." 

Glenn  Huddle's  decision  to  make 
him  captain  ahead  of  Tony  Adams 
suggests  that  that  message  is 
starting  to  be  heard  and  tonight,  in 
Rome,  he  will  go  out  to  prove  it 
again.  Not  the  Guv’nor,  not  a  ball- 
winner.  not  a  hard  man.  not  the 
man  you  expect-  Just  the  captain. 
Paul  Ince. 


Today.  Italy  v  Engand;  Georgia  v  Poland. 

:-r;'  ~1  RESULTS:  MoWova  0  England  3:  Molt/ova  1  liaty 

-  .  3;  England  2  Poland  1:  Italy  1  Georgia  0:  Georgia 

PWDLF  APts  0  England  2:  Poland  2  Moldova  1:  England  0  Italy 
England  7  6  0  1  15  2  16  1:  Italy  3  Moldova  O:  Poland  0  Italy  O;  Italy  3  Poland 

Italy  7  5  2  0  11  1  17  0,  England  2  Georgia  0;  Poland  0  England  2.  Georgia 

2 Moldova O: Poland 4 Georgia l; Georgia 0 Italy 

o  n  n  r  o  n  0:  England  4  Moldova  0:  Moldova  0  Georgia  1; 

MoMova  B  0  0  8  2  21  0  Moldova  0  PolarhJ  3 


GOALKEEPERS: 


Caps  Goals 


Caps  Goals 


A  PeruzzI 

Uuwantus,  27) 

18 

- 

D  Alberti  ni 

(AC  Milan.  261 

46 

3 

G  Paglluca 

(Inter.  30l 

32 

- 

L  Di  Biagio 

(Roma.  26] 

0 

- 

DEFENDERS: 

E  DI  Francesca  (Roma,  28| 

0 

- 

C  Ferrara 

(Juventus.  30) 

42 

1 

D  Baggio 

(Parma,  26i 

41 

7 

A  Costacurta  (AC  Milan.  31) 

48 

2 

D  Fuser 

(Lazio.  28) 

14 

- 

ANesta 

(Lazio.  21} 

6 

6 

FORWARDS: 

F  Cannavaro  [Parma,  24) 

9 

9 

P  Caslraghi 

(Lazio.  28) 

42 

12 

PMakflnl 

(AC  Milan.  29) 

82 

5 

CVIert 

(A  Madrid,  24) 

5 

1 

A  Benarrivo 

(Parma.  29) 

21 

• 

F  InzaghJ 

(Juventus.  24) 

2 

- 

C  Farmed 

(Real  Madrid,  24] 

7 

1 

G  Zola 

(Chelsea.  31] 

34 

10 

FGatanta 

(Inter.  23) 

0 

- 

E  Chiesa 

(Parma.  26) 

5 

3 

MIDFIELD: 

A  Del  Piero 

(Juventus.  22) 

14 

7 

ADlUvlo 

(Juwntus.  31) 

18 

- 

Coach:  Cesare  Maldlnl 

A  Lombardo  (Crystal  Palace,  31}  18  3 


Caps  Goals 


Caps  Goals 


(Arsenal,  34) 

37 

P  Gascoigne 

(Rangers,  30) 

52 

10 

(Leeds,  31) 

4 

- 

D  Beckham 

(Man  Utd.  221 

10 

(Tottenham,  25l . 

3 

- 

D  Batty 

(Newcastle.  28) 

26 

- 

N  Butt 

(Man  Utd.  22) 

3 

- 

(Man  Lltd.  22) 

23 

- 

PMerson 

(Middlesbrough.  29)15 

- 

(Man  Utd,  20) 

7 

- 

S  McManaman  (Liverpool,  25) 

18 

- 

(Chelsea.  28) 

20 

1 

FORWARDS: 

(Everton.  28) 

3 

- 

PScholes 

(Man  Utd,  22) 

4 

2 

(Arsenal,  31) 

47 

4 

ESherbtgham  (Man  Utd.  31) 

28 

8 

(Aston  Villa.  27) 

20 

- 

R  Fowler 

(Liverpool,  22} 

6 

1 

(Man  Utd,  32) 

22 

- 

1  Wright 

(Arsenal,  33) 

28 

9 

(Tottenham.  23) 

10 

- 

S  Collymore 

(Aston  Villa,  26) 

3 

- 

Coach:  Glenn  Noddle 

(Liverpool.  29) 

33 

.2 

GOALKEEPERS: 
D  Seaman  I 
N  Martyn 
I  Wblker 
DEFENDERS: 
GNovIBe 

P  Neville 
GLeSaux 
A  Hlnchcftffe 
A  Adams 
G  Southgate 
G  PaHEstar 
S  Campbell 
MIDFIELD: 
Plnce  { 


1533:  Rome  -  Italy  1.  Engand  1  1976:  New  York  -  England  3.  Italy  2 

1534:  Highbury  -  England  3.  Italy  2  1376:  Rome  -  Italy  2,  England  0 . 

1939:  Milan  ■  Italy  2.  Engand  2  1577:  Wembley  ■  England  2.  Italy  0 

1948:  Tunn  •  Italy  0,  England  4  19B0: TUrin  -  Italy  1.  England  O 

1949:  Tottenham  ■  England  2.  Italy  0  1985:  MeMco  Citv  -  England  3,  Italy  2 

1952:  Florence  -  Italy  0,  England  1  1989:  Wembley-  England  O.  Italy  0 

1959:  Ufembley  -  England  2.  Italy  2  1990:  Bari  ■  Italy  2.  England  i 

1 963:  Rome  ■  Italy  2.  England  3  '  19971  Wembley  -  England  0,  Italy  1 

1948:  Turin  -  Italy  2,  England  0  1597:  Names  -  England  2.  Italy  0 

1573:  Wembley  -  England  0,  Italy  1 

TELEVISION:  Sky  Sports  2,  live  coverage,  from  6pm.  ITV:  lO.Opnwnidmtfrt.  RADIO:  BBC 
Radio  5  Live,  live  coverage,  from  730pm.  Talk  Radio  live  coverage,  from  7.30pm 


Referee:  Mario  van  der  Ende  | Holland  l  FIFA  official  since  1990 
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FOOTBALL  SATURDAY 


Confidence  remains 
sky-high  after 
keeping  low  profile 


McMANAMAN’S 
WORLD 


You  would  hardly  think  there 
was  a  game  on.  Tucked 
away,  as  we  are.  in  a  very 
quiet  hotel  on  the  outskirts  of 
Rome  and  with  no  access  to  the 
media  or  the  public,  there  has  been 
remarkably  little  pressure  on  the 
players  before  the  contest  today. 

1  can  appreciate  that  rhere  is  an 
intense  interest  in  the  match 
against  Italy  back  home.  It  is 
obviously  a  match  of  huge  impor- 
tance:  the  players  understand  that 
and  we  are  all  absolutely  desperate 
to  reach  the  World  Cup  finals. 

Yet  there  has  been  no  tension,  no 
atmosphere,  because  we  are  so 
isolate!  We  arrived  at  the  airport 
on  Wednesday,  went  through 
passport  control  and  went  back 
outside  to  The  runway,  where  a  bus 
was  uniting  to  take  us  to  the  hotel. 

Since  then,  we  have  been  either 
training,  eating  or  relaxing  in  our 
rooms.  That  is  it  I  have  never  been 
to  Rome  before,  bur  there  is  no 
chance  of  discovering  if  it  is  as 
beautiful  as  is  often  suggested. 


This  is  a  serious  business  and  all 
our  thoughts  are  concentrated  on 
one  thing. 

The  lack  of  pressure  in  the  build¬ 
up  is  a  good  thing.  This  is  a  young 
England  squad  and  it  would  be 
foolish  to  communicate  the  tension 
back  home  into  nerves  at  this 
stage.  We  are  so  relaxed  that  we 
could  be  on  holiday,  apart  bom  the 
absence  of  sightseeing,  of  course. 

Even  the  staff  at  the  hotel 
haven!  bothered  winding  us  up 
because  most  of  them  don!  speak 
English.  As  a  result,  it  has  been 
very,  very  low-key  and  most  of  our 
time  has  been  spent  in  our  rooms, 
resting  —  not  even  reading  the 
newspapers.  Most  of  the  lads  have 
occupied  their  time  by  playing 
computer  games. 

There  are  the  obvious  excep¬ 
tions.  Ian  Wright  is  hyper,  he  is 
always  on  the  go.  doing  something 
or  other,  just  a  bundle  of  energy. 
Gazza  is  the  same  and.  between 
them,  the  pair  do  a  lot  in  lifting  the 
spirit  in  the  squad.  Wherever  there 


is  a  noise,  wherever  anything  is 
happening,  one  or  the  other  will  be 
there. 

On  the  flight  out  to  Italy,  Gazza 
was  in  the  cockpit,  probably  hying 
to  fly  the  plane.  I  was  sitting  next  to 
Robbie  Fowler  and  Paul  Lnce  and 
it  didn't  go  down  well  with  them 
because  they  are  both  terrified  of 
Dying.  Every  bump  or  dip  had 
them  screaming  that  Ga2za  was  at 
the  controls. 

Training  has  been  fairly  relaxed, 
too.  We  have  been  concentrating 
on  practice  games  and  a  few  skills, 
as  well  as  crossing  and  shooting. 
We  have  trained  every  day  and 
will  even  have  a  session  today, 
when  we  will  work  on  set-pieces 
and  special  moves. 

The  emphasis,  though,  has  been 
on  relaxing  the  squad,  keeping 
everything  as  calm  as  possible  in 
what  was  potentially  a  fevered 
build-up.  Even  before  we  left 
England,  we  could  sense  the 
pressure  being  heaped  on  the  Italy 
squad  and  our  manager  wanted  to 


avoid  that.  I  have  noted  with 
Interest  the  thoughts  of  those 
Italians  who  are  playing  in  Eng¬ 
land.  They  seem  to  think  that  they 
have  gained  an  advantage  with 
their  experience  in  the  FA  Carling 
Premiership,  but  I  am  not  so  sure. 

Perhaps  Gianfranco  Zola  knows 
a  little  bit  more  about  Tony 
Adams,  but  we  certainly  know  a 
lot  more  about  him  and.  as  he  will 
play  a  significant  part  in  Italy's 
strategy,  then  England  have  a 
certain  advantage  as  well. 

Zola  is  an  excellent  player.  He 
only  managed  25  minutes  against 
Liverpool  last  Sunday,  but  even 
during  that  time,  you  could  see 
what  a  good  player  he  is.  His 
control  is  superb  and  I  like  his 


movement  He  is  a  dangerous 
player  in  die  way  that  he  finds 
space  and  exploits  it  so  well 
The  Italian  players  have  been 
quite  complimentary  about  our 
squad,  suggesting  that  we  have 
improved  over  the  past  few  sea¬ 
sons  and  are  now  a  real  threat  to 
them.  What  amuses  me  is  the 
suggestion  that  England’s  perfor¬ 
mance  in  the  summer  against 
Italy  and  Manchester  United’s 
result  against  Juventus  in  the 
European  Cup  Champions* 
League  have  given  England  a 
huge  boost  in  confidence.  They 
haven't,  purely  because  we  were 
confident  already,  i  wrote  after 
our  defeat  against  Italy  at  Wem¬ 
bley  back  in  February  mat  we  still 


felt  we  could  go  to  Rome  and  win 
and  that  feeling  has  persisted  ever 
since. 

We  had  our  opportunities  at 
Wembley  and  we  came  away 
feeling  that  we  should  have  won. 
There  is  no  question  of  us  feeling 
inferior,  because  we  saw  a  year 
ago  that  we  could  beat  Italy.  In 
fact,  in  many  ways,  our  system  is 
better  suited  to  playing  away  from' 
home,  so  Rome  certainly  holds  no 
fear  for  us. 

I  knew  there  was  a  bad  reaction 
to  our  performance  at  Wembley 
against  Italy,  but  playing  in  the 
match,  you  get  a  very  different 
perspective.  We  pounded  away  at 
the  Italy  defence  and  put  pressure 
on  them  for  much  of  die  match, 
only  to  lose  to  a  breakaway  goal. 

In  Rome,  it  will  be  quite  the 
opposite.  There  is  little  doubt  that 
the  Italians  will  pound  away  at  us, 
because  they  have  to  win.  Of 
course,  being  Italians,  they  won’t 
go  all  out.  because  it  is  not  their 
way.  They  will  play  a  cagey  game 
and  still  try  to  tempt  us  forward, 
looking  for  the  break. 

But  they  will  have  the  major¬ 
ity  of  possession,  purely 
because  they  are  at  home. 
That  is  toe  way  with  international 
football.  What  England  have  to  do 
is  to  ensure  that  we  do  not  get 
drawn  into  going  all  out  and  get 
punished. 

If  you  look  at  our  away  games  so 
far.  then  it  is  obvious  that  we  have 
succeeded  tactically.  We  haven’t 
pursued  toe  usual  English  press¬ 


ing  style,  we  have  been  tactically 
aware,  sitting  back  and  controlling 
the  game.  Strangflfy  enough,  the 
Italians  haven!  done  that,  apart 
from  the  Wembley  performance. 
They  dropped  points  in  Poland 
and  Georgia.  If  we  can  repeat  our 
performances'  from  the  away 
games  against  those  two  countries, 
we  can  be  confident  of  getting  a 
result 

Not  that  I  would  even  remotely 
suggest  that  this  is  anything  other 
than  a  very  tough  game.  How 
often  do  Italy-  lose  at-home?  I 
suspect  that  they  would  have 
looked  at  the  group  and  been 
happy,  at  the  start,  with  the 
prospect  of  having  to  win  their' 
final  game  at  hone  to  reach  the 
finals. 

We  are  under  no  illusions.  We 
will  have  to  produce  our  best 
•  performance  of  the  qualifying 
competition  if  we  are  to  reach  the 
World  Cup  finals.  History  is 
against  us  as  welL  Everyone  has 
been  at  pains  this  week  to  point  out 
that  we  haven’t  won  in  Italy  for 
more  than  30  years. 

But  then  we  aren't  playing 
history.  It  is  the  here  and  now,  and 
the  past  counts  for  nothing.  It 
doesn’t  matter  that  we  haven’t  won 
over  here  for  some  time.  It  matters 
immensely  that  we  win  this  eve- 
rung.  Italy  are  favourites,  but  we 
are  confident  and  calm.  I  just  hope 
that  when  I  next  write .  this 
column,  we  will  be  celebrating  a 
famous  result  in  the  Eternal  City. 

STEVE  MCMANAMAN 


AFTER  TODAY’S 

MATCH 

ENGLAND  WILL 
STI LL  HAVE 
A  LOT  TO  LEARN. 


@  VAUXHALL 

BMIWXW 

Good  luck  to  England  in  their  final  World  Cup  qualifier  against  Italy. 


TODAY 

World  Cup 
European  zero 
Ouafltyrng  group  two 
(31)  Italy  v  England 
(a!  Olympic  Staton.  Rome.  7.45) . 
Group  tour 
(35)  Scotland  v  Latvia 

(at  Cette  Park.  Glasgow) . . 

Group  seven 
(42)  Belgium  v  Wales 

tjn  Brussels,  7.0) . . 

Group  eight 

(AS)  Intend  v  Romania 

(at  Lansdovme  Road)  _  .Lr . . 

Group  nine 

(49)  Portugal  v  Northern  Ireland  (5.30) 
Nationwide  League 
Fast  division 

(t)  Reading  v  Crerwe . _. . . 

(2)  Stockport  v  Oxford  UW  . . . 

(3)  Swindon  v  Bury  _ _ _ _ 

P  W  D  L  F  "A  Pts 

Nerttm  Forest  10  7  1  2  15  5  22 

Bwdtatd -  10  5  3  2  14  13  18 

Smndon.. _  10  5  3  2  13  13  IB 

West  Brom..  10  5  3  2  12  9  18 

Shaft  Utd  8  S  3  0  11  4  18 

Charton  ..  9  8  1  3  20  14  16 

OPR - 10  5  1  4  13  16  18 

►AttSesbro,..-  8  4  Z-2  IS  8  14 
Ron  Vale.  _  10  «  }  «  18  13  14 

9  4  2  3 "  12  7  14 

Slote . .  9  4.  3  .10.  10  14 

Sunderland  10  4  1  5  J4  15  13 

We**8...  10  3  4  3  12  12  13 

Nnrweh  ..  ,10  I  t  S  .8  17  13 

Stockport...  10  3  3  4  16  13  12 

Ciswe -  9.4  0  5  13  14  12 

Bury .  10  2  5  3  11  14  11 

Traranam ...  10  3  1  6  14  14  10 

Ox»ord  Utd...  10  3  I  6  14  16  10 

Raadng - 10  3  1  6  10  18  10 

ManOty.  .  9  2  3  4  16  13  9 

(pawch -  B  2  3  3  10  11  9 

Portsmouth.  10  2  2  6  12  17  8 

HirjdersfleW  9  0  4  5  S  U  4 

Second  division 

MJBunteyvCBrfsk .  . . . 

(5)  Chesterfield  v  Wigan . .  . 

(6)  Fulham  v  Blackpool  . . 

(7)  GiJingham  v  Wycombe . . 

(8)  Grvnaby  v  Northampton . 

H  Luton  vPtymcn" 

(9)  toffwaA  v  Oldft- . . 

(TO)  Preston  v  Bournemouth . 

HI)  Southend  v  Bristol  CBy . 

(— )  Walsall  v  Wrexhan  . .  _ . . 

(12)  York  v  Brantford . . . 

...  ,  PWOLFAPt* 

Watford, —  10  7  2  1  18  8  23 

Northampton  10  8  3  1  12  S  21 

Brcfoifiovere  to  4  5  1  14  9  1/ 

Chesterfield  to  4  S  1  11  7  17 

Ptoston -  10  4  4  2  11  7  16 

-  8  5  0  3  14  9  15 

GflSngham-  10  4  3  3  12  11  IS 

Ohtvam_  10  3  5  2  17  17  14 

VO* .  10  4  2  4  11  12  14 

Futom  .  _  10  4  2  4  10  9  14 

•Wycomhe.™.  10  3  4  3  17  17  ’  13 

Mtoan-  .  -  10  4  1  5  15  14  13 

10  4  1  5  15  18  13 
Boumemoutfi  10  3  4  3  17  9  13 

GnmsOy...  10  3  4  3  9  10  13 

Brentford. 10  3  .3  4  11  14  13 
Wrenham  9  3  2  4  15  13  11 

Cariefe  - -  10  3  2  S  13  17  11 

BnstoICKy  „  9  3  2  4  12  jo  11 

WatsaB .  10  3  2  5  12  14  11 

Southend  10  3  2  5  9  16  11 

ttymouth.  .  10  1  e  3  9  12  9 

U*n  - JO  1  3  6  5  18  6 

Buntov  ...  10  0  5  5  5  11  5 

Third  dhrtaton 

(13)  Chaster  v  Brighton  . .  .  . . 

(14)  Doncaster  vHarflepoot  _ _  ._ 

(— )  Exser  v  Swansea _ _  .  . 

IT5)  Hug  v  Scarborough . 

(16)  Leyton  Oriertv  Rotherham  . . 

(17)  Lincoln  v  Torquay . . 

flffi  MansfiaM  v  Cambldge  Utd  . 

119)  Nods  County  v  Macclesfield  . 

(20)  Peterborouvi  v  Colchester 
f?l  1  Rochdale v Dartngton  .... 

C2) Shrewobuy v Bamet  . .  ... 

,  .  PWDL  F  A  Pis 

Pwerbttmgh  10  6  3  1  24  9  21 

Notts  Cowry  10  6  3  1  16  9  .21 

. W  6  3  1  T4  8  2t 

Sorrttiprpe  10  6  I  3  10  8  19 

CarroUW  .10  4  4  2  18  12  le 

Chester. —  10  5  H  IS  H  T6 
Macdesfeta  10  4  4  2  14  9  K 

Barnet  -  .  '10  4  3  3  14  14  15 

^**e«er  .  ID  4  3  3  14  14  15 

Scarborough  10  4  3  3  13  12  15 

Un«*.  .10  4  3  3  10  11  15 

Hattepod  _  10  3  B  2  14  12  14 

I°rqu3y  —  10  4  2  4  14  |4  14 

CartWI -  10  3  5  2  12  12  14 

LOne*r_.  .  10  4  2  4  10  9  t4 

ftofrremsm  10  3  3  4  17  17  W 

Rocndae.. .  10  4  0  6  12  12  12 

MansfeW  _.  10  3  3  4  it  g  12 

Shrewsbuy-  to  3  I  6  t3  17  10 

Sjonsea..  .10  3  1  6  13  30  in 

OTPBWi..  .  10  2  3  S  to  IS  9 

Oiirtmgtan  .  10  1  5  4  9  12  n 

►**  -  10  1  2  7  11  21  E 

OwwMer..  10  0  3  7  5  25  3 

Vaudvafl  Conference 

(23) Fambotough v Morecantn  .... 

I— r  Gateshead  v  Lack  . . . 

124)  Keyes  v  StaMmdge  _ _ 

(25)NorthwfchvHetoi83toni _ _ 

08  **! Bwnwrfc  v  Hereford 

Spitfiporr  v  Kooenmeta . 

M  Stevenage  vWfcjirg  ..... 

Befi's  Scottish  League 
Third  division 

(— )  Rws  County  v  Owen's  Park  (l.ffi 
WMARTB4S  LEAGUE;  Premier  rflvtstan: 

&***59:  Cambridge  aty  v 
Pff’ersow  Fores*  Greco  v  Surtoo  Atoflrt 
Grcabry  y  RothMDfl.  Hastings  v  hferthyr 
Tarwraih  V  AsMnd.  Midteid  dWnrc 

^2T,*^un^JLBatenaB  v  Stem 

££“2  Taw  vEvraho-n.  Mcor  Green  v 
VhMteh  Town.  Pwjat  R  v  aaffonj.  &c 
Warwch  v  Sutton  Cgidfefcj  Tow 
ShppshodQ  v  Qrartthwn.  Southern* 
itotc  Paretian  v  OrvtertcwJ;  Rear  T  y 
rr»*3rtdge; 

Jwwpart  law  y  Cknedorr.  WoccorvaSSl 
M*o«WeymoiJ!h;YaDvHM». 

UWKJNO  LEAGUE;  Pnmier 

v  Roxott  Lancastw  v  RadcOto; 
v  Bomber  Bndgfc  Rm  * 


ENGLAND  V  ITALY;  Tod eje  Tcfe- 
vfatorc  Sky  Sports  2:  Live  coverage, 
from  6pm  nV.  10  Oprrmitoigre. 
Euroeport;  H&iltft s,  nctjcSng  all 


the  day's .  quafifywg  games  and- 
Canada  v  Meaco  Owe),  from  7pm. 

BBC  ftodb  5  Uwr  Gw? 
coverage,  tern  7.30pm,  Tak  Racto 
Live  coverage,  from  7.30pm. 
SCOTLAND  v  LATVIA:  Today; 
Channel  5;  Live  coverage,  from 

OTHER  FOOTBALL-  Tefavtetarr 
Today.  BBCl:  FootbaB  Fans,  from 
1 220pm  Tomorrow:  Sky  Sports  2: 
State  v  flxt  Vale  ana  Birmrigham  v- 
WoLerhampton  (both  live},  from: 
12pm.  Radio:  Tomorrow:  Sunday 
Sport,  from  1pm. 


Asnton  Unted  v  NetoerfWd; 
Congleton  v  Farstoy  Cette;  Droytaden  v 
Ffirton;  Eastwood  Town  v  Albion;  Great 
Harwood  v  Buxton:  Stactebridge  PS  v 
Bradford  Pk  A**  Tiaftetd  v  Harrogate 
To*m;  Whiby  v  Whtttey  Bay  Le^jue  Cup: 
Rrw-round  regUi^_A6efon  v  Matloch 

LEfl^^Pramte  dhMon:  ‘ 
Ayteriteay  v  Boreham  Wood:  Bbhops 
Storitaid  v  Harow.  Dulwich  v- Hendon; 
Oxford  Cay  v  httchtn;  Purfieet  v  Gravesend 
and  Northfieeq  Water  and  Hershara  v 
Enfield;  Chesbam  v  Bromley.  FntcMdoh: 
Chansey  -  v  Abingdon  Town:  Grwa  v  . 
Berkhamsted-.LeatneThead  v  Martonhs^t; 
WemHey  v  Worthfoff  Whywteafe  vA«*r-  ! 
shot  Tovai;  Wcfrfogfvam  v  HamptoteSeo-  . 
end  eftvisforc  BbAoto  T  v  Windsor  and  ■ 
Eton:  Ourton)  St  Peter  v  BractesA  ' 
Cheehunt  v  Hungerford;  Eghem  v 
Northwood:  Horsham  v  Wnham: 
YMdStana  v  Carney  Wand.  1h«*f  * 
iMoKAveteyv  Ware;  Cartmtaan  Casuals  v  1 
Hartford:  Croydon  vDcxWng;  EastThwrock 
v  Kfrosbury;  Hartow  *  Red  Uid;  Mom* 
churrfTv  H  Hempstead;  Lewes  v  Southall; 
Tflngv Clapton  • 

POfirTWTS  LEAGUE;  ProrNar  dMafort 
Liverpool  v  Leeds  (20). 

!  OF  WALES;  Aberystwyth  v  TNS 
vRhayator  Town  (230); 

M  p  30):  Caernarfon  v 
tear  Cabte-Tel  (2M  Caerswa  v  Rhyl 
g.X):  Camarthon  form  v  WaWpcul 
[2.30);  Cemaas  Ynys  Mon  v  Newtown 
12-S  •  Quay  v  Havertordwest 

{2-30)  .  Qwmbran  v  FSr»  Town  (2  30).  Bj&v 
Vaia  v  ConwyOJO) 

SMWNOFF  KSH  LEAGUE:  Piertter  * 
vWort  Bafiwnana  v  Aids  CMtanvte  v 
PartadOMn:  Colerane  v  Oragh;  Crusaders 
v  GBeraoran;  Glenavon  v  Lirflato  Firat 
toiwion:  Bdtydare  v  Lrmavady  Uld; 
Dmgarwwn  Swfts  v  DcStery;  Lame  v 

FAn^ftJTSSdV^^g  round:  Oalna- 
boraighv  South  Shtetos  HaHax  v  Oasett 
TwrtChortey  v  Ihaston;  Winsford  v  Amokt 
Hyde  vRyhopeCA;ErpleyvBatoer  Town;  N 
Ran«vv  Gretra:  ayih  Spartans  vWotteop; 
Mame  v  Lincoln  Urtted;  Gufeetey  vPwrth; 

K8“w*g  v 

Hmctany  utd;  Bransgrwa  v  Rocestw; 
Krwe^y  V  vSMkfcig:  Hatesaaen  Town 
V  Redtocft  trig's  Lynn  v  VS  Rugby; 


^1s  Swton  IWiSv^Sri^e: 
Ttasy.  hngstoraan  v  Wtvenhos  B retefre 
v  DeaL  Yaocte, 
Horten}-.  Carshalton  v  Ffcher.  BBarica< 
&Sh and SelvedBiB;  Chettenhan  v  PaJ 
t-  v  Ch*^xy*iam:  Domhssfer 

Trvatton,  Bjsngsaa®  v  Caine,  SoSsbur 
[^“T-Qoucaaiej  v  WatertoovOia. 

INSURANCE  NORTH  LEAGl 
Rrat  cBymon:  BAngham  Town  v  TT 

525®  v Croofr 
awn^arn;  ttsham  v  Shldoa  Eaanaa 
Itertort  a^uxoogh  v  BadtegtonT«rie 
Nontwerton  v  Tow  Lavr  Seaham  Rod  S 

v  Dureton  Federation;  Stockton  v  Jam 


...  EAffT  COUNTIES  LEAGUE:  Firat 

ti&ES&SBEs 

^  i"  g.  Brontfard  v  Re*teg 

gBKSsrrjaffis; 

SSP-  »  JOWNAL  hkbhland- 

Oannmate  v. 
Fort  Wteom  v  Kath. 

TOMORROW 

saiuiM 

sSSRpS  ■ 


CambsrieyTown 

TOgXBER  !£> 
rww  dlmlon:  Ewrran  v  Qc 
{Si?”  LNapooi  y  1 

hirto/  Sports  Centre.  1230) 
FC.  2  CB; 

Btertod  tej Ranvwfl  Tcwi  FC. 
W  WOMEN'S  LEAGUE;  N, 
irtston /Won  vna  v  Huddentiel 
Spatar 

^^dayvGarewood  St  Hat 
am  dhtopm  Ip3wieh  v  Si 

Wrt^tedan  v  Leyttm  0^^° 


U-«  ) 
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Yeah,  tired  excuse 


a 


I  hereof  announce  the  launch 
of  this  column’s  first  write-in 
com  pen  non.  it  is  to  discover 
the  most  eccentric  games 
master  in  the  history  of  teaching. 
Naturally,  after  such  a  mechanics] 
beginning,  I’m  about  to  plump  up 
a  cushion  and  rattle  off  my  own 
pretty  ripe  entry  but,  nest  assured, 
if  my  nomination  is  eventually 
declared  the  winner  I  shall  be  as 
shocked  as  anyone  and  will  think 
long  and  hard  about  accepting  the 
prize  money  (£50). 

His  name  was  Mr  Geoghan  and 
he  taught  at  West  Greenwich  Boys 
Comprehensive  in  Deptfoni. 
While  it  is  de  rigueur  in 
showbusiness  to  lay  claim  to  an 
upbringing  that  included  periods 
as  a  galley  slave  and  Angolan  Dog 
Of  War  you  wfl]  just  have  to 
}  believe  me  —  or  perhaps  ask  a  ■ 
policeman  —  when  I  tell  you  West 
Greenwich  was  a  rough  house.  It 
had  a  60-40  white-black  racial 
i  split,  which  I  know  in  today’s 
problem-free  era  of  exciting  British 
Airway  logos  it .  is  impolite  to 
notice,  but  it  led  to  the  most 
fabulous  playground  bundles. 
(The  Playground  Bundle  being  an 
irresistible  mobile  scrap  of  the 
kind  that  splendidly  still  breaks 
out  in  any  masculine  team  game 
when  players  lose  patience  with 
the  actual  fixture,  pull  off  the  false 
beard  of  formal  rules  and  give  us  a 
whiff  of  the  amphitheatre;) 

Quite  simply,  at  certain  play¬ 
times.  all  the  white  kids  would  line 
up  at  one  end  of  the  playground 
and  all  the  blade  kids  at  the  other. 
Then  we  would  charge  each  other 
and,  basically,  make  the  .whole 
Poll  Tax  turnout  in  Trafalgar 
Square  look  like  very  small  beer 
indeed.  This  was  no  depressing 
evidence  of  urban  radal  tension, 
although  if  we  had  been  told  by 
several  men  in  beards  that  it  was 
we  would  have  bought  into  it  and 
then  carried  on  charging  at  each 
other,  but  this  rime  with  an  excuse. 
No,  it  was  a  great  game.  A 
terrifically  exhilarating  exercise  in 
which  the  only  object  was  to  get  to 
the  other  side  of  the  yard  and 
hopefully  land  a  juicy  oneen  route. 

So,  into  this  testosterone  broth 
comes  Mr  Geoghan.  Mr  Geoghan 
is  short,  athletic  and  speaks  in  a 
broad  American  accent,  and  in¬ 
deed.  as  it  turns  out.  has  only  been 


circle  and  see  who  could  hold  their 
breath  the  longest  Those  who 
cheated  or  went  less  than  30 
seconds  had  to  run  round  the  circle 
until  they  fell  over. 

One  day,  he  asked  a  bunch  of  us 
in  the  changing  rooms  to  explain 
the  previous  day’s  -bundle”  for 
which  about  half  the  school  were 
doing  detention  that  night.  We  did 
and.  eyes  twinkling,  he  pro¬ 
nounced  it  the  first  serious  sport¬ 
ing  event  he’d  encountered  since 
arriving  on  this  dreary  island.  Far 
from  seconding  the  headmaster’s 
call  for  a  total  ban,  he  told  us  that 
while  appreciating  the  spontane¬ 
ous  nature  of  the  event  if  he  could 
be  given  some  kind  of  notice  of  the 
next  bout  he  would  be  happy  to  act 
as  referee,  coach  and  even  discipli¬ 
narian  to  those  judged  not  pulling 
their  weight 


Pull  your  socks  up,  sunshine;  another  exhausted  Premiership  player 


■  THIS  is  a  tricky  one.  I  want 
to  tell  fooiball  players  to  stop 
complaining  about  being  tired  all 
the  time  without  coming  across  as 
one  of  the  “pull-your-socks-up-you- 

should-try-working-for-a-living" 
sort  But  the  fact  is  they  really 
should  pull  their  socks  up  and  try 
working  for  a  living.  I  know 
nothing  about  that  of  course,  but  I 
know  people  who  do.  and  when 
they  say  they’re  tired  they're 
usually  bleeding  and  covered  in 
roofing  asphalt.  To  relax  they  play 
football.  Then  again,  it’s  not 
usually  the  players  themselves 
who  do  the  whining  about  “tired”. 
It’s  managers.  More  specifically 
managers  who  have  just  been 
knocked  out  of  cups.  But  like  that 
other  specious  soccer  science  “tech¬ 
nique”,  “fixture  congestion"  seems 
to  have  become  another  empty 
piece  of  touchline  bullshit  that 
buzzes  about  in  post-match  inter¬ 
views.  It  may  be  an  obvious  swipe 
but  I  hope  when  managers  call  the 
fire  brigade  they  get  told  they  eant 
come  around  to  the  fire  because 
the  lads  have  just  come  back  from 
one  —  give  us  20  minutes  there’s  a 
love? 

More  importantly  . . .  it’s  nor 
important  So  clubs  get  knocked 
out  of  competitions,  so  what? 
You’re  breaking  my  heart  with  the 
four  times  in  ten  days.  You  had  a 
go  at  it  you  failed  —  big  deal.  Be 


big.  If  you  truly  are  worried  about 
giving  the  public  less  than  100  per 
cent  entertainment  then  you’ve 
forgotten  that  most  people  love  to 
see  Arsenal.  United.  Chelsea,  etc 
get  caned  whatever  the  reason,  so 
who  cares  if  you  couldn't  Do  Your 
Best  Baden-Powell? 

As  for  England  tonight  I  don't 
think  The  week  off  makes  the 
slightest  bit  of  difference.  It  is  no 
guarantee  of  anything.  If  we  really 
warned  to  unnerve  the  Italians  we 
would  have  come  up  with  a  new 
domestic  competition  just  for  this 
week  that  ended  on  Friday  night. 
Failing  that.  I  recommend  Eng¬ 
land  don't  turn  up  for  the  game 
until  about  three  minutes  before 
kick-off  and  then  arrive  noisily 
giving  each  other  piggy-backs  — 
anyone  who’s  played  Sunday 
League  knows  what  a  freak-out 
that  is.  But  our  current  obsession 
with  lerring  the  world  know  how 
tired  actually  playing  the  damn 
game  makes  our  athletes  can  only 
encourage  the  Italians  to  wear 
huge  alarm  clocks  around  their 
necks  in  the  manner  of  Public 
Enemy’s  Flavour  Flav  and  distract 
our  defence  at  corners  with  exag¬ 
gerated  theatrical  yawns. 

Besides,  the  merest  glance  at 
the  Rolling  Stones'  punishing  tour 
dates  should  bring  a  blush  to 
every  manager's  cheek  in  the 
Premiership. 


Warming  to  the  theme, 
he  next  suggested 
shifting  the  match  to 
the  gravel  pilch  be¬ 
hind  a  local  warehouse.  The 
upshot  was  there  was  never 
another  bundle  at  West  Green¬ 
wich.  I  genuinely  don’t  think  that 
was  the  intention  but.  alas,,  in 
sanctioning  the  madness,  the  fix 
was  in.  (Americans  were  later  to  do 
much  die  same  with  Punk  Rock.) 
He  could,  often  be  found  surrepti¬ 
tiously  asking  about  the  prospect 
of  a  little  action  bur  the  whole  thing 
had  become  an  embarrassment, 
somehow  childish.  The  play¬ 
ground  became  merely  a  place  to 
gossip  and  gamble. 

Mr  Geoghan  left  after  one  full 
school  year  and  we  never  heard  of 
him  again:’  In  telling  his  story  I 
don't  want  you  to  be  left  with  the 
impression  of  some  gung-ho  hero 
of  ours  or  even  that  we  became 
deeper,  more  rounded  young 
proles  because  of  being  Punched 
By  An  Angel.  We  didn’t  But  it's  a 
matter  of  cold  hard  fact  that  we  did 
not  lose  a  single  football  match  — 
league  or  cup  —  all  that  year.  (We 
were  regularly  routed  at  cricket, 
though.)  No.  Mr  G  was  just 
another  one  of  the  dozens  of  sports 
teachers  who  drifted  through  our 
comprehensive,  memorable  only 
because  he  was  so  potty.  And 
because  other  people  have  met 
games  masters  pettier.  So  let’s 
make  it  a  round  hundred. 


back  from  ■  ’Nam.  about  eight 
months.  He  was  Henry  Winkler's 
Fonz  out  of  Bruce  Lee.  Now  with 
his  new  English  bride,  a  sociology 
teacher,  he’s  taken  up  teaching  PE 
in  Deptford  and  is  not  fazed  one 
little  bit  Mr  Geoghan  sets  about 
sorting  out  the  kids  with,  all  tile 
skills  the  Marine  Corps  have 
issued  him  with  in  order  to  bring 
Charlie  to  heel. 


For  one  whole  year  he’s 
pushing,  shoving,  elbow¬ 
ing  and  once,  very  memo¬ 
rably  grabbing  •  John 
Howe  and.  I  swear,  after  singing 
the  line  “For  he’s  the  leader  ofthe 
pack!"  “revving”  the  side  of 
Howesy*s  head  like  a  Harley- 
Davidson.  Here,  at  last,  was  one  of 
us.  Mr  Geoghan  doesn’t  know 
about  football  but  joins  in  all  our 
games,  wrecking  them  and  laugh¬ 
ing  like  a  loon.  He  once  told  me 
that  not  only  would  I  captain 
England  but  that  they  would  re¬ 
design  the  ball  to  look  like  my  face. 
(In  fed  quite  the  reverse  came  to 
pass.)  He  famously  announced 
•that  cricket  was  a  “fag’s  pastime” 
—  a  secret  unexpressed  thought 
within  us  all  surely  —  and  instead 
of  playing  the  last  eight  overs 
sometimes  we  would  all  get  in  a 


Why  I 
like 


Italy  (1) 


■  IT’S  no  good.  We  simply 
can't  hate  Italy.  There  are 
certain  eternal  enemies  but  the 
Eyeties  aren't  one  of  them.  If 
tonight’s  match  were  in  Germany 
then  f  suspect  the  entire  populace 
might've  been  given  the  week  off 
like  top  players  are  these  days 
before  the/  have  to  put  together  a 
couple  of  passes. 

Italy  are  cool.  I  remember  being 
in  Italy  the  day  after  they'd  gone 
out  of  the  '90  World  Cup  to 
snivelling  Argentina  and  I've  nev¬ 
er  seen  a  people  so  thunderstruck. 
Each  and  every  piazza  was  covered 
in  prostrate  moaning  bodies  like 
the  famous  Confederate  wounded 
scene  in  Gone  With  The  Wind. 
There  were  no  buses,  no  mail  was 
being  delivered  and  all  official 
buildings  remained  shut 
I  sat  in  a  hotel  bar  in  Turin  and 
fell  in  with  some  locals  who 
refused  to  let  me  buy  a  single 
round.  Eventually  the  maudlin 
songs  we  all  sang  and  the  rivers  of 
wine-supported  tears  made  it  dear 


that  as  gloriously  vanquished 
nations,  we  were  brothers  and  all 
they  had  was  mine. 

When  I  told  them  that  in  fact 
England  and  Germany  hadn’t 
even  kicked  off  yet  and  England 
were  still  IN  the  World  Cup.  they 
told  me  to  sit  back  down  and  stop 
living  in  a  fantasy  land.  “You  are 
England.  Like  Italy  you  are  not 
Germany  or  Argentina.  We  cannot 
be  these  nations.  Our  theatres 
have  tragedy.  Our  football  has 
the  beauty  of  different  possi¬ 
bilities  . . 


A  few  hours  later  we  gathered 
again  to  sing  even  sadder  songs. 

So  tonight  as  Gascoigne  and 
Ince  add  goals  four  and  five  to 
England’s  total  there  will  be  a  part 
of  me  owning  up  that.  yes.  “there 
but  for  the  grace  of  God“  and,  as  a 
mark  of  respect  1  shall  leave  at 
least  one  bottle  of  Barolo  breathing 
untouched  on  the  sideboard.  For, 
long  shot  though  it  is.  there  may 
later  come  a  gentle  tap  at  my  front 
door  along  with  the  sounds  of  soft 
sobs  and  mandolins.  Senori.  I  still 


Why  I  like 
Italy  (2) 


owe  you  one . . . 


■  IF,  BY  chance.  David  Mellor  should 
knock  on  your  door  seeking  a  signature 
for  his  ingratiating  petition  to  bring  back 
terracing  to  football  stadiums.  I  hope  you  will 
take  off  his  glasses  and  put  them  down  a 
convenient  drain.  Really,  the  gall  of  the  body 
behind  this  insulting  idea  is  breathtaking. 
When  the  Taylor  Report  was  all  the  rage  and 
every  running-scared  directors’-box  dweller  in 
the  counpry  was  scurrying  about  demanding 
football  supporters  pay  some  kind  of  price  for  Hillsborough  —  and  if 
ever  there  was  a  piece  of  middle-class  spite  against  working-class 
supporters  that  report  was  it  —  those  who  voiced  the  opinion  that  fans 
actually  liked  terracing  were  denounced  and  patronised. 

Now.  because  Manchester  United  or  Liverpool  or  somesuch 
supermarket  have  wondered  aloud  if  they  might  not  cram  a  few  extra 
shekels  out  of  existing  space  by  removing  some  seats  and  employing 
gangs  of  those  “pushers"  so  popular  on  Tokyo  rube  trains,  all  of  a 
sudden  the  greasy  chins  around  Lancaster  Gate  suddenly  see  the 
beauty  of  such  a  scheme.  And  naturally  they’ve  dressed  it  up  as 
“responding”  to  a  genuine  request  from  the  rank  and  file. 


■  ON  ENTERING  Turin's 
ground  to  watch  the  World 
Cup  semi-final  England  v 
Germany,  an  Italian  policeman 
searched  both  myself  and  ray  bags 
and  took  the  following  action.  He 
removed  my  little  Union  Jack 
from  the  small  candy-floss  style 
stick  it  was  on.  put  the  flag  in  a 
large  sack  and  gave  me  batik,  the 
stick.  After  walking  on  a  few  paces 
I  was  tapped  on  the  shoulder  by 
the  same  policeman,  now  very 
flustered,  joined  by  somebody  I 
guessed  to  be  his  immediate 
superior.  The  superior  looked 
very  steamed.  The  policeman 
handed  me  back  the  flag  but 
requested  he  have  the  stick.  Ap¬ 
parently  that  was  the  way  they’d 
been  told  to  do  it  and  the  poor 
bloke  had  plainly  not  been  listen¬ 
ing.  !  was  not  his  first  customer 
either.  His  sack  was  full  of  flags 
and,  presumably,  inside  the 
ground,  supporters  were  leaning 
over  and  poking  people  several 
blocks  away  with  long  poles.  This 
sort  of  thing  does  not  happen  in 
Berlin. 

□  Danny  Baker  is  on  Talk  Radio 
(]Q53-10S9am)  every  Saturday 
from  5.30pm. 


Scotland  mindful  of  their  task 


Radio  Mellor  makes  its  mark  at  Barnsley.  Mark  Hodkinson  reports 


By  Kevin  McCaura 


IMAGINATION  may  be 
prized  on  the  field,  but  before  a 
match  begins  ir  is  only,  a 
source  of  torment  The  Scot¬ 
land  players  realise  that  they 
need  only  to  defeat  Latvia  at 
Celtic  Park  this  afternoon  to 
make  virtually  certain  of  a 
place  in  the  World  Cup  finals. 
Anxiety,  however,  finds  its 
way  of  seeping  through  the 
chinks  in  that  simple  assertion 
and  the  team  can  envisage  a 
horrible  disappointment. 

Even  if  Scotland  do  win  this 
afternoon,  they  are  liable  to  be 
second  in  group  four,  behind 
Austria.  Automatic  qualifica¬ 
tion  for  the  finals  is  open  only 
to  the  best  of  the  runners-up  in 
Europe. 

Craig  Brown's  team  should 
enjoy  that  status,  but  they 
would  be  supplanted  if  Spain 
were  outlandishly  feckless 
enough  to  lose  at  home  to  the 
Faeroe  Isles. 

Such  an  outcome  is  so  far¬ 
fetched  as  to  be  discounted  by 
dispassionate  analysts,  but,  in 
Scotland,  emotions,  and 
dread,  are  at  work.  The  50,000 
people  at  Celtic  Park  are  as 
ready  to  writhe  with  anxiety  as 
they  are  to  celebrate.  For  the 
players,  at  least,  there  will  be 
an  "escape  route  from  the  circ- 


Austria  .... 
Scotland  .. 

Sweden . 

LbWO  . 
Belarus  .. 
Estonia _ 


P  W  D  L  F 
...971  1  13 


..9  6  2-1  13 


...  9  6  0  3  15  9  18 

..9315  10  12  10 


..9117  5  17 

....9117  4  15 


RESULTS:  Sweden  5  Belarus  1:  Ausina  0 
Scotland  Cr.  Belarus  1  Estonia  0:  Latvia  J 
Sweden  2:  Latvia  0  Scotland  2.  Estonia  i 
Belarus  0:  Belarus  1  Latvia  1;  Sweden  0 
Austria  1.  Austria  2  Latvia  1.  Scotland  1 


Sweden  0;  Esuxva  0  Sctfiand  0  (In 
Monaooi.  Scotland  2  Estonia  ft.  Scotland  2 
Austria  0;  Latvia  2  Belarus  0;  Sweden  2 
Scotland  1;  Austria  2  Estonia  0:  Estonia  1 
Latwa  3:  Belarus  0  Scotland  1;  LSvta  1 
Austria  3;  Estonia  2  Sweden  3:  Esiona  0 
Austria  3;  Belarus  1  Sweden  2;  Austria  1 
Sweden  0;  Lah/ta  1  Estonia  0;  Scotland  4 
Belarus  1;  Belarus  0  Austria  1:  Sweden  1 
Latina  a 


MATCHES  TO  COME:  Today:  Austria  v 
Balms;  Sweden  v  Estonia:  Scotland  v 
Latvia. 


u instances  of  the  qualification 
process. 

Getting  the  better  of  Latvia 
should  take  up  all  of  their 
available  concentration. 
Brown,  the  manager,  will 
barely  discuss  the  possibility 
of  a  triumph  for  the  Faeroes' 
part-timers  in  Gijon  this  eve¬ 
ning.  “We'd  be  looking  for  a 
stewards’  inquiry  if  that  hap¬ 
pened."  he  said  succinctly. 
Brown  is  more  concerned  that 
his  side  should  bring  a  famil¬ 
iar  performance  to  an  unusual 
occasion. 

So  far,  the  team  has  won  all 
four  of  its  group  matches  at 
home  in  group  four  and.  in¬ 
congruous  though  it  may 
seem.  Scotland  are  establish¬ 
ing  a  reputation  for  reliability, 
there  is  no  apparent  reason 
for  the  pattern  to  be  disrupted 
against  Latvia  because  Brown 


seems  to  have  a  fully-fit  squad 
now  that  doubts  over  the  fit¬ 
ness  of  Kevin  Gallacher  have 
diminished. 

“Every  player  in  my  starting 
line-up  has  been  in  outstand¬ 
ing  form  recently,"  die  manag¬ 
er  said.  “There  have  been  rave 
reviews  for  Craig  Burley.  John 
Collins  has  been  captaining 
Monaco.  Gary'  McAllister  has 
been  at  his  best  for  Coventry 
Q'ty.” 

The  unsolicited  testimonials 
are  unusual,  given  that  Brown 
•has  a  horror  of  the  vainglori¬ 
ous  trait  that  lies  in  the 
Scottish  character. 

His  purpose  is  to  remind  the 
team  that  h  is  asked  only  to 
live  up  to  standards  it  has 
already  set 

“I  take  optimism  from  our 
last  match,  when  we  beat 
Belarus  4-1."  Brown  said. 


“Against  Latvia.  I  want  us  to 
take  the  initiative  and  keep  the 
game  at  a  high  pace.  We  have 
highly  experienced  players 
who  know  they  can’t  afford 
any  lapses  in  concentration. 

“When  Estonia  came  to 
Scotland  we  didn't  expect 
them  to  come  out  of  defence. 
Belarus .  got  a  penally  a: 
Pittodrie,  but  they  probably 
only  had  one  other  chance. 
Latvia  are  better  than  either  of 
those  teams  and  they  like  to 
play,  even  when  they  are  away 
from  home.  In  Vladimir 
Babicevs,  they  have  a  very 
creative  footballer." 

The  Scotland  players  who 
have  performed  valiantly  in 
group  four  know,  however, 
that  the  most  formidable  ad¬ 
versaries  to  be  encountered 
today  are  the  fears  and  inhibi¬ 
tions  that  lurk  inside  their  own 
minds. 


Accent  that 
resonates 
at  Oakwell 


JUSTIN  SLE.E  /GU2BJAN 


SCOTLAND  (probable:  3-5-2):  J  Laiohton 
(Aberdeen)  —  C  Hendry  (Blackburn 


Rorore).  C  Daftly  (Deity  Courty).  C 
Ceiderwood  iTottertram  Hotspur)  —  C 
Burley  (Ceffie),  Q  McAffisier  (Coverrry 
Cay)  P  Lambert  (Borusda  Dorumnd).  J 
Coflns  (A£  Monaco),  T  Boyd  (Celtic)  —  G 
Duris  (Rangers).  K  Geflachar  (Bfacfcbum 
ftauers). 


LATVIA  (probable,  3-5-2)-  O  Kamvajevs 
—  I  TroichJs  (CSK  Knstel),  ! 
Stepanovs  (Scontoj.  V  Lobanovs 
(Metelura)  —  I  BtercJefe  (Starto).  M 
Zemflnskis  (Starts).  V  Babicevs  (Stamo). 
O  Btagonadazdre  (Starto).  S  Ivanovs 
(Daugava) V  Rknfcus  (Engelwge),  M 
Paten  (Stortoj 


Referee:  S  Pier  (Hungaty) 


Keane  is  resigned  to  missing  finals 


From  Rgssell  Kempson 

IN  DUBLIN 


IRELAND’S  World  Cup  qual¬ 
ifying  march  against  Romania 
at  Lansdowne  Road  this  after¬ 
noon  is  little  more  than  an 
irrelevance.  Romania,  the  un¬ 
beaten  leaders  of  group  eight, 
have  already  reached  the 
finals  in  France  next  year  and 
Ireland,  unless  there  is  a  huge 
turnaround  in  their  goal  dif¬ 
ference  with  Lithuania,  have 
secured  the  runnersrup  spot 
and  a  place  in  the  play-offs. 

Of  more  significance  in  the 
dry  yesterday  was  die  appear¬ 
ance  of  Roy  Keane,  the  Ireland 
and  Manchester  United  mid¬ 
field  player.  Keane  tore  the 
cruciate  ligament  in  his  right 
knee  in  the  FA  Carling  Pre¬ 
miership  game  against  Leeds 
United  a  fortnight  ago  andhas 
conceded  that  not  only  is  fc*- 


P  W  D  L  F  A  Pb 

Romana . .  9  9  0  0  36  3  27' 

Inland  .  .  „  9  5  2  2  21  '  17 

Uteertci  ....  9  4  2  3  9  ”  14 

Macedonia .  .  9  4  1  4  21  16  13 

Iceland.. . .  9  13  5  7  16  6 

(jecblBristem.  ..9009  348  0 


RESULTS:  Macedonia  3  Uecftfenstejn  0; 
taiare!  1  Macedonia  1.  DecWoiexIn  0  bo- 
land  5;  Romania  3  Uftuania  ft  Lithuania  2 
Iceland  ft  Iceland  0  Rororw  4:  befand  3 
Macedonia  0:  LChuama  2  Lwfitenderi  1; 
jjeettencrein  1  Macedonia  11.  bafand  0 


Iceland  ft  Macedonia  0  Romania  "k 
Romane  6  UecrteosWn  ft  Macedonia  3 
Ireland  2:  Lahuonia  0  Romarie  1:  Rommia 
1  Ireland  O:  Uecrtenswm  0  Uthuara  Z 
Ireland  5  Lteettenstew  ft  Macedonia  1 
Iceland  ft  Iceland  D  Lithuania  ft  Ireland  0 
Lffiwarte  ft  Uechtensran  0  Iceland  4; 
Romans  4  Maradona  2 ;  Iceland  2  Ireland 
4;  be^sanmm  i  Romania  ft  Lithuania  2 
Macedonia  ft  Romania  4  Iceland  ft 
Lttaana  1  Ireland  2 


MATCHES  TO  COME:  Today:  Iceland  v 
Liechtenstein:  Jretand  v  Romano;  Marado¬ 
na  v  Lithuania. 


the  more  you  know  about 
injuries,  the  better.  HI  be  an 
expert  on  cruciate  ligaments 
by  the  time  I'm  back." 

Mick  McCarthy,  the  Ireland 
manager,  will  field  a  barely 
recognisable  side  against  Ro¬ 
mania.  Nine  members  of  his 
squad  are  on  one  yellow  card 
and  he  does  not  want  to  risk 
losing  them  for  the  play-offs. 
Ray  Houghton  is  captain  for 
the  first  time  and  Lee  Carsley 
is  likely  to  make  his  debut. 


season  over,  but  also  that  he  is 
unlikely  to  play  for  Ireland 
should  they  go  to  France. 

“Setting  yourself  targets  can 
be  a  bit  dangerous,  but  realis¬ 
tically,  I’m  aiming  to  be  back 
for  pre-season  training.”  he 
said.  "I  suppose  if  Ireland 
qualify  for  the  finals,  I  could 
be  there.  It's  the  pinnacle  for 
any  player  and  you  never  say 


never.  Yet  to  go  straight  into 
them  without  any  games  be¬ 
hind  me  would  be  tough.” 

Keane  has  undergone  pre- 
.  liminaiy  surgery  and  will 
have  an  operation  to  repair  the 
ligament  within  the  next  ten 
days.  "I’ve  already  seen  a 
video  of  what  happens  so  I've 
got  a  fair  idea  what  they’re 
going  to  da"  he  said.  “1  think 


IRELAND  (piobable):  A  KeSy  (Sheffield 
United).  S  Coir  (Toflenham  Hotspur).  O 
Breen  (Cowrvy  City).  P  Babb  (Liverpool}. 
C  Renting  (Mlddbs-brough).  A  McLougffin 
(PortomoAh).  R  Houghton  (Roedrg).  J 
MsAteer  (Liverpool),  L  Carefey  (Derby 
County).  A  Cascartno  (Nancy).  T  Coyne 
{Motteiweilj. 

ROMANIA  (pratntJte)-  B  Slates  (Sala¬ 
manca)..  D  Petrsscu  (Cheteee).  Gabriel 
Pqpescu  (Univereaatea  Craiova),  A  Dobra 
(AEK  Aniens) .  I  FHpeeou  (Galalaaaray). 
Gheorghe  Popescu  (Gatotataiay),  D  Mun- 
teenu  (PC  Cotegnal.  A  Bio  (Gabteeaiay).  V 
Moldovan  (Grasehopp art.  G  Hag 

(Galatesaray),  T  Setymies  (AnderiechA. 
Referee:  N  LflvnJteu  (Russia) 


Bottles  of  mineral  water 
stand  on  the  top  table 
and  there  is  a  pen  and  a 
notebook  in  front  of  each  of  the 
five  seats.  A  huge  Radio  5  Live 
banner  is  draped  across  the 
concrete  breeze-blocks  painted 
•  a  job-lot  magnolia. 

David  Mellor  strides  into 
the  room,  past  microphone 
stands  and  football  supporters 
in  their  team  colours.  Players 
in  the  .  red  of  Barnsley  stare 
down  from  team  photographs 
on  the  wall.  The  squad  of 
1978-79  look  like 
an  anthropologi- 
cal  exhibit  of  an  9  g 

ancient  race  of  9  H 

footballers:  all  B—  g 

loose-ring 

perms,  wiry  ST 

moustaches  and  g 

skinny,  boyish  mmm  m 

bodies.  The  last  jS  M 

time  Mellor  was  B 

in  Barnsley,  he  B  M 

was  prowling  ^ 

the  town  centre, 
looking  for  old 
ladies  willing  to 
offer  a  hand  to  fa 

shake,  or  young  f  • 

mothers  with  1^ 

babies  to  fuss  \o 

over.  Where  he 
once  solicited 

votes  for  the  _ 

Conservative 
Party,  he  now  seeks  the  voice 
of  the  authentic  football  sup¬ 
porter.  “Come  on.  have  your 
say."  he  implores,  and  the 
airwaves  are  yours  —  if  there 
is  enough  time  between  his 
next  discourse  and  the  8 
o’clock  news. 

While  the  executive  suite  at 
Oakwell  hosts  this  latest  “foot¬ 
ball  forum”,  there  is  a  hullaba¬ 
loo  taking  place  in  another 
northern  town,  a  90-minute 
drive  to  the  west  Ffion  Jen¬ 
kins.  fiancee  of  William 
Hague,  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  has  taken  the 
conservative  out  of  Conserva¬ 
tism  with  the  help  of  an 
immodest  black  dress  at  the 


party's  annual  conference.  So, 
Blackpool  is  on  fire,  awash 
with  flashlights,  drunk  on  the 
romance  of  renaissance. 

Mellor.  the  nation’s  ultimate 
renaissance  man.  is  missing 
the  festivities  because  he  is  in 
Barnsley,  in  cuff-links. 

A  football  forum  is  an 
itinerant  talking-shop  where 
Mellor  gets  to  play  shopkeep¬ 
er.  A  smart  shopkeeper  he  is 
too.  in  an  outfit  he  might  well 
proffer  as  a  potential  Chelsea 
strip:  blue  shirt  with  pin- 
.  stripes,  white 

_ collar  and  cuffs. 

®  and.  of  course, 

HB  glittering  cuff- 

ffyT  links.  Alongside 

him  is  a  quietly 
charismatic 

(FIE  P3™1  rich  m 

imrrtt,  football  acumen: 

H  ffj®  Danny  Wilson, 

|  gm?  the  Barnsley 

i  if  manager:  Chris 

H  Kamara.  the 

Bradford  City 
manager:  Steve 
V\  Nicol,  the  Shef- 

\  field  Wednesday 

defender;  and 
•  1  Mark  Lawren- 

S?/  son,  the  former 

Jy  professional 

•  SS  turned  pundit. 

_  The  audience 

has  been  select¬ 
ed  judiciously.  They  are  polite, 
informed,  attentive,  the  kind  of 
people  who  know  that  the 
plural  of  stadium  is  stadia. 

They  have  submitted  ques¬ 
tions  beforehand  and  these 
have  been  typed  out  by  some¬ 
one  at  the  radio  station,  so  they 
can  be  read  aloud  when  a  mic¬ 
rophone  is  swung  over  their 
head.  The  clapping  at  the  start 
is  ominously  reminiscent  of 
Gardener's  Question  Time. 

Wilson,  as  host,  is  the  focus 
of  the  early  queries.  He’s  not 
bom  to  the  spotlight,  and  ir 
finds  him  reluctantly.  He  says 
"in  ail  honesty"  and  “at  this 
moment  in  time"  rather  a  lot, 
but  between  the  cliches  there 


Itinerant  talking  shop:  from  left  Wilson.  Mellor  and 
Nicol  at  the  radio  debate  in  Barnsley’s  executive  suite 


are  words  of  sincerity  and 
assurance.  In  answer  to  the 
question,  at  this  moment  in 
time  he  does  not  know,  in  all 
honesty,  whether  Barnsley  are 
equipped  to  survive  in  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership. 

La  wren  son  plays  the  comic 
and  his  irreverence  is  a  neces¬ 
sary  foil  to  Mel  lot’s  pontifi¬ 
cating.  The  panel  members 
are  remarkably  acquiescent  to 
their  chairman,  their  demean¬ 
our  suggesting  that  rhey  feel 
like  schoolboys  in  the  presence 
of  the  headmaster.  He  knows 
more  words  than  they  da  has 
a  posh  accent,  and  whereas 
they  are  apprehensive  of  the 
microphone,  he  adores  it. 


The  issues  discussed  are 
typical  fare:  .referees,  a 
proposed  mid-winter 
break,  stewarding,  a  return  to 
terraces,  and  racism  in  the 
game. 

Mellor  mistakenly  asks 
someone  at  the  back  to  speak 
and  a  lady  with  a  clipboard 
waves  her  arms  and  shakes 
her  head.  He  follows  her 
command,  but,  behind  her 
back,  gives  a  seething  look 


that  would  make  Dennis  Berg- 
lamp  mis-hit  in  front  of  an 
open  goal. 

Mellor.  to  his  credit,  is  nor 
without  a  sense  of  humour, 
though  the  best  one-liner  of  the 
evening  belongs  to  Lawren- 
son.  with  a  creditable  assist 
from  Wilson.  Ian  O'Brien,  of 
Wakefield,  asks  whether  foot- 
ha]  lers  are  fair  to  their  fans, 
citing  a  recenr  visit  to  the 
Liverpool  training  ground 
where  he  saw  a  player  drive 
through  a  group  of  children 
waiting  for  his  autograph. 

“At  Barnsley  we  chase  after 
the  kids  and  make  them  have 
our  autographs."  Wilson  says. 
"That’s  if  you  can  catch  them," 
Lawrenson  adds. 

John  Dennis,  the  Barnsley 
chairman,  is  spotted  in  the 
corridor  afterwards,  looking 
distinctly  proud  thar  Barnsley 
has  been  visited  by  a  national 
radio  station. 

Perhaps  next  rime,  if  Mellor 
is  to  turn  from  peach  white  to 
magnolia,  the  forum  should  be 
held  in  Barnsley  market  or  at 
one  of  the  town’s  working 
men’s  dubs:  and  no  one  gets  to 
see  the  questions  firsL 
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TENNIS:  BRITAIN  NO  1  GETS  FOURTH  CHANCE  FOR  FIRST  VICTORY  IN  SEMI-FINAL  SHOWDOWN  TODAY 


boxing 


Henman’s 


run  under 


threat  from 


Rusedski 


From  Julian  Muscat,  tennis  correspondent 

IN  VIENNA 


THE  showdown  sought  by 
everv  British  tennis  fan  be¬ 
came  reality  here  yesterday 
when  Greg  Rusedski  and  Tim 
Henman  dispatched  their  re- 
spective  opponents  for  the 
right  ru  meet  each  other  in  the 
semi-finals  of  the  CA  Trophy. 
Added  spice  seasons  the  con¬ 
test  by  the  fact  that  Rusedski 
has  liar  beaten  Henman  in 
three  previous  encounters. 

The  world  ranking  system 
decrees  that  Rusedski  should 
.start  favourite.  His  recent 
string  of  successes  has  swept 
him  "clear  of  Henman  as  the 
Britain  Nol.  but  any  argu¬ 
ment  surrounding  their  rela¬ 
tive  merits  can  only  be 
resolved  out  on  court.  The  two 
have  not  met  for  nearly  12 
months,  when  Henman  won 
7-6.  7-5  in  Ostrava.  If  the 
momentum  is  now  with 
Rusedski,  so  impressive  was 
Henman  in  victory  yesterday 


DETAILS 


RESULTS:  Second  round:  G  Rusad&W 
(GBl  bi  M  Norman  (Swat  6-4. 6-2.  K  Kucera 
(Siovai-iii  bi  T  Htt.  iGeti  6-1.  6-3:  G  <varv 
c-jyv  (C<oi  bt  C  WoodmH  liJSI  6-4.  7-6 
Quarter -firials:  T  Hen  mm  iGBi  bi  Kucera  6- 
4.  fi-1.  toneme  tt  B  UBwach  (C21  7-6. 3-6. 
6-3  RuSMsta  til  T  Martin  T.IS)  6-t,  6-7, 6-3 
SEMI-FINAL  DRAW:  Rusedski  v  Honman 
Ivanisevic  v  M  Laioson  (Swit  )  or  R  Krajicek 
iHofll 

TELEVISION:  Today:  Eucnsport  hem 

1pm 


that  only  a  fool  would  dare  to 
predict  the  outcome  today. 

Rusedski  kept  his  guard 
firmly  up  when  asked  to 
assess  the  contest  To  the 
disbelief  of  his  audience,  he 
insisted:  "It  is  just  another 
match.  I  will  play  whoever  is 
in  my  way  before  Hannover. 
On  the  day.  it  will  just  be 
down  to  who  is  the  better 
player.”  Asked  about  his  pre¬ 
vious  encounters  with  Hen¬ 
man.  Rusedski  said:  -Records 
are  there  to  be  broken." 

So.  can  Henman  derail  the 
Rusedski  Express?  “He  is 
playing  the  best  tennis  of  his 
career  but  I  do  feel  confident” 
Henman  said.  “I  have  a  good 
record  against  him.  He  defi¬ 
nitely  goes  into  the  match  as 
favourite.  There  is  pressure 
and  expectation  on  him. 

“Beating  him  three  times 
has  given  me  a  belief,  a 
confidence  that  my  game  is  up 
against  his.  I'd  have  to  accept 
that  he’ll  serve  several  aces, 
which  makes  it  extra  impor¬ 
tant  that  I  concentrate  on 


winning  my  own  serve.” 
Rusedski  almost  ruined  the 


script  when  he  wavered  badly 
in  his  war  of  attrition  with 
Todd  Martin,  of  the  United 
States.  A  dose,  match  seemed 
unlikely  given  the  way 
Rusedski  opened  against  an 
opponent  he  had  never  beaten 
in  four  previous  encounters. 

If  Martin,  like  an  execution¬ 
er.  came  dad  in  the  all-black, 
if  was  Rusedski  who  tightened 
the  noose,  breaking  the  Ameri¬ 
can  with  a  stinging  service 
return  to  establish  a  2-0  lead. 
Three  aces  in  die  next  game 
consolidated  his  advantage. 

A  tense  second  set  seemed 
destined  for  a  rie-break,  al¬ 
though  both  players  had  their 
chances.  Rusedski  was 
obliged  to  fend  off  a  break 
point  his  first  in  this  tourna¬ 
ment,  when  3-4  down,  but  he 
tamely  netted  an  attempted 
backhand  pass  on  the  sole 
break  point  he  conjured. 

Then,  in  the  tie-break, 
Rusedski’s  world  fell  apart  as 
nerves  betrayed  him.  He  lost 
four  consecutive  points  and 
his  frustration  was  evident 
when  he  hurled  his  racket 
across  the  court 

Rusedski  wobbled  badly  in 
the  opening  game  of  the  third 
set  gifting  Martin  two  doubfe- 
faults  before  pulling  through. 
Suddenly.  Martin  threatened 
the  once- impregnable  Rused¬ 
ski  service  at  will. 

However,  with  Rusedski 
surviving  by  his  fingertips, 
Martin  positively  gifted  him 
some  breathing  space  with 
two  double  faults  in  game 
four.  Rusedski  needed  no  sec¬ 
ond  invite.  He  served  out  to 
prevail  6-1. 6-7. 6-3. 

Henman,  for  his  part 
played  an  outstanding  match 
to  defeat  Karol  Kucera  for  the 
loss  of  just  five  games,  in  the 
process  replicating  his  victory 
over  the  same  opponent  in 
Basle  last  week.  It  was  a  near¬ 
flawless  performance  from  the 
Britain  No  2,  who  dominated 
the  gifted  Slovakian  from  the 
opening  exchanges.  It  is  easy 
to  understand  why  so  many 
contemporaries  pay  homage 
to  Henman's  talent  when  he 
plays  like  this. 

Once  again,  Henman  failed 
to  hit  a  satisfactory  quota  of 
first  services  —  he  registered 
35  per  cent  against  Kucera ’s 
60.  But  that  detail,  together 
with  the  careless  break  he 
conceded  late  in  the  opening 
set.  should  not  doud  a  dassy 
performance.  Kucera  is  dan¬ 
gerous  when  allowed  to  run 
loose  but  Henman,  rather 
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THE  TIMES/DILLONS  FORUM 


An  evening  with 
Kevin  Keegan 


TIMES  readers  are  invited  to  a 

Times/ Dillons  forum  on  Thursday 

October  16  hi  London  with  Kevin 

Keegan,  the  former  manager  of 

Newcastle  United.  Keegan,  who  was  -- 

also  an  England  international  football-  •£. 

er.  will  be  the  star  speaker  on  a  panel 

which  will  include  Oliver  Holt,  football 

correspondent  of  The  Times.  Among 

the  topics  for  discussion  are  details  of  Keegan’s  sudden 

departure  from  Newcastle  last  season,  his  views  on 

modern  management  his  return  to  football  with  Fulham 

and  England’s  World  Cup  prospects. 

The  forum  marks  the  -  publication  of  Keegan's  My 
Autobiography  (Little  Brown  €16.99)  and  will  be  held  at 
Westminster  Central  HalL  Storey's  Gate,  London  SWI  at 
7.30pm.  Admission  price  is  £10  (concessions  €750)  and 
indudes  €2  off  the  price  of  the  book.  There  will  also  be  an 
opportunity  for  rhe  audience  to  put  questions  to  him. 
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Hatned  to 
better  va 


■  bySrikumar  Sen,  boxing  correspondent 


Henman  stretches  to  serve  on  his  way  to  a  comfortable  victory  in  two  sets  over  Kucera  in  Vienna  yesterday 


than  snaffle  his  opponent, 
simply  outshone  him  with  a 
succession  of  winners. 

it  is  little  wonder  that  audi¬ 
ences  around  Europe  love  to 
watch  Henman  play.  His 
powerful  ground  strokes  con¬ 
trasted  vividly  with  his  deli¬ 
cate  touch  at  the  net;  one 
backhand  stop-volley  from  a 
full-blooded  Kucera  drive  was 
the  stuff  of  fantasy.  On  this 
sort  of  showing.  Henman's 
world  ranking  of  No  21  is 
insulting  to  liis  talents. 

The  conundrum  he  must 
confront  remains  his  inability 
to  play  back-to-back  matches 
of  this  calibre.  Nevertheless, 
Rusedski  will  be  mindful  that 
his  rival  has  hit  form  at  exactly 
the  right  time. 


Hingis  eyes  revenge  chance 


MARTINA  HINGIS,  the 
world  No  I,  beat  Manuela 
Maleeva,  of  Bulgaria,  in 
straight  sets  in  Filderstadt. 
Germany,  yesterday  to  reach 
the  semi-finals  of  the  Porsche 
Cup.  There,  she  will  have  the 
chance  to  avenge  a  recent 
defeat  by  Amanda  Coetzer. 

The  South-  African  beat 
Hingis  in  the  semi-finals  in 
Leipzig  last  week,  only 
Hingis's  third  defeat  of  the 
yep.  “I’m  really  motivated  for 
this  match  —  I’d  be  really 
upset  to  lose  twice  in  a  row  to 
the  same  player.”  Hingis  said, 
after  beating  Maleeva  6-2, 6-3. 


.  Coetzer,  the  No  5  seed,  beat 
another  Swiss  teenager,  Patty 
Schnyder,  6-2, 7-5.  to  earn  her 
place  in  the  last  four. 
Schnyder,  an  18-year-old  left¬ 
hander,  needed  treatment  for 
a  muscle  cramp  in  her  left 
shoulder  when  trailing  4-3  in 
the  second  set 
When  she  returned  after  a 
three-minute  break.  Schnyder 
dropped  her  service  but 
Coetzer.  serving  for  the 
match,  wasted  her  opportuni¬ 
ty  and  Schnyder  levelled  at 
5-5.  Coetzer  then  saved  two 
break  points  in  the  next  game 
and  benefited  from  a  series  of 


errors  by  Schnyder  to  clinch 
victory. 

In  the  other  quarterfinals, 
Irina  Spiriea,  the  No  8  seed, 
beat  Arantxa  Sanchez  VTcario 
7-5. 64  and  will  next  meet  Lisa 
Raymond,  who  ousted  Naoko 
Sawamatsu  6-2,  6-3. 

□  Nicolas  Kiefer,  of  Ger¬ 
many.  toppled  the  second 
seed,  Marcel o  Rios,  of  Chile. 
6-1. 7-5  in  the  quarter-finals  of 
the  Hetneken  Open  in  Singa¬ 
pore  yesterday  and  joins  three 
Swedes.  Thomas  Johansson. 
Magnus  Gustafsson  and 
Mikael  Tillstrom,  irr  the  last 
four.  Kiefer  plays  Tillstrom. 


BRITAIN'S  two  showmen. 
Naseem  Hamed  and  Chris 
Eubank,  compete  for  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  full  house  of 
13,000  at  Sheffield  Arena  to¬ 
night 

Hamed's  performance 
should  prove  more  popular. 
His  choreographed  grand  en¬ 
trance  is  more  meaningful 
than  Eubank’s  because,  when 
the  cheering  has  stopped  the 
Sheffield  featherweight  gi'«s 
foU  value  in  the  ring.  Eubank, 
on  the  other  hand,  favours 
flexitime,  working  only  a 
minute  or  so  of  every  round, 
preferring  posing  to  throwing 
punches. 

Even  at  crucial  moments  he 
has  held  back.  When  he 
knocked  Steve  Collins  to  the 
canvas  in  the  tenth  round  of 
their  first  encounter.  instead  of 
following  up  he  simply  stood 
back  to  admire  his  work, 
allowing  Collins  to  recover 
and  win  on  points.  It  should  be 
no  different  tonight  when 
Eubank  feces  Joe  Calzaghe  for 
the  vacant  World  Boxing  Org¬ 
anisation  super-middleweight 
title. 

Of  the  two  bouts.  Eubank 
has  the  tougher  one.  His  con¬ 
test  will  appeal  more  to  the 
boxing  fens  because  they  want 
to  see  if  Calzaghe  really  is  as 
good  as  he  claims  to  be.  The 
25-year-old  Welshman  is  un¬ 
beaten  in  22  contests. 

It  is  hard  to  see  what 
Eubank  can  do  against 
Calzaghe.  The  Brighton  man 
used  to  have  trouble  malting 
the  weight  three  years  ago 
when  he  was  boxing  as  a 
super-middleweight.  How 
much  more  must  he  be  strug¬ 
gling  to  make  12  stone  now 
that  he  is  a  light-heavyweight 
He  will  have  to  shed  at  least  a 
stone,  if  not  a  stone  and  a  half. 
He  will  be  drained  at  the 
weight  which  could  mean 
more  posing  and  less  boxing 
than  ever. 

’  It  should  not  be  difficult  for 
Calzaghe.  who  is  quick  on  Ins. 
feet  and  has  fast  hands,  to  dart 
in  and  out,  piling  up  the  points 
round  by  round.  However,  if 
by  some  miracle.  Eubank  can 
put  up  a  proper  fight  it  will  be 
surprising  if  Calzaghe  tain 
stand  up  to  his  blows. 

Eubank,  who  called  off  a 
meeting  on  Wednesday  with 
Calzaghe.  as  he  was  pressing 
the  button  for  the  National 
Lottery,  did  not  turn  up  yester¬ 
day  either.  This  time  it  .was 
because  his  helicopter  .was 
held  up.  So  long  as  Eubank 
shows  up  tonight,  Calzaghe 
was  not  too  bothered. 

He  said:  “I  think  he  will 
fight  a  cagey  fight  biding  his 
time  and  doing  some  posing. 
He  may  pose,  but  I  will  be 
pressing  him  for  every  minute 
of  every  round.  When  I  catch 
him  properly  he  will  go  — 
definitely'” 


Hamed’s  hour  against  Jose 
Badillo,  of  Puerto  Rico,  is 
unlikely  to  last  more  ,  than 
three  rounds  bur  will  be 
greatly  appreciated  by  his 
followers.  Badillo  arrived  only  . 
on  Wednesday  from  Califor¬ 
nia  as  a  late  replacement  for 
Victor  Llereno. 

Frank  Warren,  the  promofe 
er.  wanted  quality  opposition  * 
for  Hamed  and  as  he  was  • 
unable  to  sign  a  world  cham¬ 
pion,  he  could  do  no  better 
than  bring  in  the  No  1  WBO 
contender.  But  one  has  to  be' 
cautious  of  the  WBOs 
rankings.  No  1  contenders 
have  a  habit  of  appearing  and 
disappearing  without  warn¬ 
ing,  like  ash  dropping  off  a 
promoter's  cigar.  For  instance, 
Calzaghe  moved  to  the  No  1 
mandatory  position  .  over- .. 
night. 

Badillo  is  not  ranked  in  the 
first  30  of  the  World  Boxing 
Council.  All  the  same,  he  does 
have  the  distinction  of  putting  ; . 
Tom  Johnson  on  the  floor 


■1 


& 


Hamed:  grand  entrance 


twice.  "He  was  very  unlucky 
to  lose  to  Johnson.”  Warren 
said.  Johnson  was  stopped  by 
Hamed  in  eight  rounds. 

Hamed  said:  “Badillo  is  one 
of  the  best  I  Have  met.  To  do 
what  he  did  two  years*  ago  to 
Johnson,  he  was  better  than 
when  1  fought  him.  but  I  will 
stop  him  in  three  rounds." 

-  But  the  challenger,  sporting 
a  black  eye  which  his  manager 
daimed  to  be  a  birthmark,  is 
quietly  confident  of  surprising 
everybody.  He  said:  “l*m  not 
intimidated  by  him.  He  is 
human  like  any  other  boxer. 
He’s  not  -  anything  from 
another  world.  I've  seen  him 
knock  out  many  fighters,  but 
he  has  never  fought  anyone 
with  my  style  and  strength. 

"So  he  is  not  going  to  be  able 
to  have  his  way  with  me.  I  saw 
the  fight  with  Daniel  Alicea  — 
Alicea  could  not  finish  the  job 
[after  flooring  Hamed  early], 
because  of  his  inexperience.  It 
will  be  different  with.  me.  1 
have  never  been  on  the  floor." 

Badillo  is  in  for  a  new 
experience  tonight. 


FOOTBALL 


RUGBY  LEAGUE:  VICE-CAPTAIN’S  INJURY  ADDS  TO  BRITAIN'S  CASUALTY  LIST 


McGhee  reaches  Betts  to  miss  Australia  series 


turning  point 


Brisbane  Broncos . 22 

Auckland  Warriors _ 16 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


By  Christopher  Irvine 


MARK  McGHEE,  the  Wol¬ 
verhampton  Wanderers  man¬ 
ager,  said  yesterday  that  he 
felt  under  pressure  as  he 
prepared  his  side  for  the 
Nationwide  League  first  divi¬ 
sion  derby  with  Birmingham 
City  at  St  Andrew's  tomorrow. 
McGhee  believes  that  the  vis¬ 
its  to  Birmingham  and  then  to 
his  former  dub,  Reading, 
which  follows  in  midweek, 
present  “watersheds”  in 
Wolves’  season,  not  simply  for 
his  team  but  for  himself. 

Although  McGhee  is  under 
no  immediate  threat  regard¬ 
ing  his  own  future,  with  Sir 
Jack  Hayward,  the  dubs 
chairman  and  multimillion¬ 
aire  backer,  sympathetic  to  the 
injury  list  that  has  hampered 
the  team's  progress  so  far  this 
season,  he  knows  that  defeats 
would  leave  his  team  in  the 
lower  half  —  the  wrong  half — 
of  the  table. 

"In  practical  terms.  I  don’t 
think  it  will  be  the  end  of  the 
world  in  terms  of  our  eventual 
hopes  far  this  season  if  we 
weren’t  to  win  the  next  two 
games,”  he  said.  “However, 
rhe  reality  of  the  situation  is 
that  nor  everybody  will  per¬ 
ceive  it  that  way.  1  know  my 
squad  and  1  am  convinced 
they  will  come  through  for  me 
and  do  the  business  once  we 
get  enough  people  back  from 
injury,  but  not  everyone  will 
view  it  like  that  —  and  with 
every  bad  result  you  get.  the 
pressure  builds.  On  Sunday 
morning,  we  could  be  some¬ 
thing  like  seventeenth,  but 
after  playing,  we  could  be 
around  seventh  if  we  get  the 
three  points. 

“The  nexi  couple  of  games 


are  watersheds.  If  things  work 
out,  we  could  possibly  go  back 
to  Molineux  next  weekend  |for 
the  match  against  Swindon 
Town]  in  the  top  six  or  seven, 
maybe  only  two  or  three 
points  off  the  top'  three.  If 
tilings  don't  work  out.  then  we 
could  return  there  under  the 
son  of  pressure  that  people  are 
talking  about. 

"We  don't  expea  to  be  at  the 
top  of  the  league  with  the 
problems  we've  had,  but  we  do 
expect  to  be  hanging  on  to  the 

coat-tails  of  those  who  are. 
Three  points  at  Birmingham 
would  achieve  that." 

Wofves  have  signed  Paul 
Simpson,  the  Derby  County 
winger,  on  a  month's  loan 
with  a  view  to  the  signing 
becoming  permanent  Simp-' 
son,  31.  is  valued  at  around 
£75.000. 

Paul  Peschisolido  has  reject¬ 
ed  the  offer  of  an  improved 
contract  from  West  Bromwich 
Albion.  Peschisolido,  26,  had 
said  earlier  in  rhe  week  that  he 
was  “very  dose"  to  signing  a 
two-year  extension  to  his  cur¬ 
rent  deal,  which  has  IS  months 
to  run. 

Scotland  Gnder-21  slipped 
to  an  embarrassing  defeat  by 
Latvia  Under-21  at  Living¬ 
stone  yesterday,  losing  4-2 
despite  the  Latvians  haring 
their  goalkeeper.  Aleksanders 
Kolinko.  dismissed  in  the  first 
half  for  a  head  batr.  lain 
Anderson,  of  Dundee,  and 
David  Graham,  of  Rangers, 
scored  the  Scots'  goals.  The 
game  proved  to  be  traumatic 
for  David  Matiueson,  19,  die 
Queen  of  the  South  goalkeep¬ 
er,  who  was  at  fault  for  each  of 
the  visitors'  goals. 


WHEN  the  injury  crisis  facing 
Great  Britain  looked  like  it 
could  not  get  much  worse, 
Denis  Betts,  the  vice  captain, 
yesterday  tore  a  shoulder  mus- 
de  on  his  last  appearance  for 
Auckland  Warriors  and  was 
added  to  the  absentee  list  for 
the  British  Gas  series  against 
Australia  in  three  weeks. 

After  the  losses  of  Shaun 
Edwards.  Tony  Smith  and 
Francis  Cummins,  and  the 
probable  absence  of  Gary 
Connolly  and  Jason  Robinson, 
Britain  have  now  been  denied 
their  most  experienced  for¬ 
ward.  As  he  requires  surgery, 
Betts  could  miss  the  start  of 
next  season  back  at  Wigan, 
and  he  might  be  out  for  six 
months. 

Betts  lasted  30  minutes  after 
he  fell  awkwardly  in  an  early 


high  challenge  by  Andrew 
Gee,  the  Brisbane  prop,  in 
Auckland’s  world  club  champ¬ 
ionship  semi-final  defeat  at 
ANZ  Stadium.  “It  was  a  knock 
on  the  shoulder  and  it  seemed 
to  get  gradually  worse,"  Betts 
said.  ■ 

Berts  had  been  an  integral 
part  of  Andy  Good  way's 
plans.  The  Britain  roach  will 
be  less  inclined  to  switch  Andy 


Betts:  tore  shoulder  muscle 


Farrell  from  the  bade  row, 
which  he’ was  considering  in 
an  attempt  to  resolve  difficul¬ 
ties  at  half  back.  Should  the 
Australian  Rugby  League 
deny  the  appeal  for  Connolly 
and  Robinson  to  be  freed  from 
their  contractual  obligations, 
British  misery  will  be  just 
about  complete. 

Joe  Lydcm,  the  Rugby  Fbot- 
bail  League  technical  director, 
said:  “The  series  was  always 
going  to  be  a  challenge  and  the 
loss  of  Denis  makes  it  an  even 
bigger  one.  But  these  are  the 
fortunes  of  rugby  league  and, 
with  Denis  out,  another  player 
could  easily  make  his  mark." 

Betts,  at  28  the  elder  states¬ 
man  of  the  side,  was  poised  to 
overtake  Cliff  Watson’s  record 
of  30  appearances  as  a  for¬ 
ward  for  Britain,  at  Wembley 
on  November  I. 

In  a  tempestuous,  but  thrill¬ 
ing  encounter,  Brisbane  lived 
on  their  nerve  ends  to  reach 
the  world  diampiondiip  final 
at  Auckland  next  Friday,  after 


they  had  trailed  by  16-10.  After’  . 
a  fay-saving  tackle  by  Han- 
cock  on  Endacott.  Brisbane 

iwivmrlarl  untU  U. . 


responded  with  tries  by  Kevin 
Walters  and  Ben  Walker,  the- 
former  London  Broncos 
scrum  half,  who  had  opened 
Brisbane’s  account  with  a 
.visionary  chfp  and  chase;  to 
underline  their  overall 
superiority.  . 

It  has  set  up  a  possible  re- 
match  of  the  Australasian 
Super  League  grand  final, 
which  Brisbane  won,  should 
Cronulla  Sharks  beat  Hunter 
Mariners  in  the  second  semi¬ 
final  today. 

SCORERS:  Brisbane  Broncos:  Trias: 

J2.  Tafc.  Waters  Oomke  Waiter 
S’  Auckland  Wantare:  Trte*  Oudmyn 
(2).  EnCacotJ.  Goals:  Hdgs  (2)  - 

gteSeANE  BRONCOS:  D  Lockyar.  :M  . 

SSEf’  2  S  W  Safer  K 

S*-8ThwrLG Tafc. P Ryan. Subaftja*  X 
M  Hancock,  T  Carrofi.  P  Lee.  P  Ofcrwsao.  • 

WARRIORS;  M  ftfea  S  •_ 


S  Jones.  S  Maiam.  S  Bu,  J 

ATukhsvava.  ' 


Ba*B™K  G  Annealey  (Sydney) 


Bell  steps  down  to  focus  on  youth 


By  Christopher  Irvine 


GARY  HETHERINGTON.  the  chief 
executive  of  Leeds  Rhinos,  raised  various 
names  yesterday  as  a  possible  successor 
to  Dean  Bell  who  announced  that  he  was 
stepping  down  as  head  coach  after  two 
years  and  taking  up  a  new  post  as  head  of 
youth  development  at  the  dub. 

Hetherington  recently  met  Graham 
Murray,  the  coach  of  Hunter  Mariners, 
who  are  expected  to  be  disbanded  when  a 
compromise  is  reached  between  the 
Australasian  Super  League  and  the 
Australian  Rugby  League  (ARL). 

Murray  is  the  favourite  for  the  job,  but 
Hetherington.  intrigumgly.  produced  a 
piece  of  paper  with  13  other  names  on  it 
He  said  there  was  no  urgency  to  make  an 
appointment  and  that  he  was  open  to 


suggestions,  even  to  the  point  of  pitching 
in  Ellery  Hanley’s  name. 

Two  other  former  Great  Britain  coach¬ 
es,  Phil  Larder  and  Malcolm  Reilly,  who 
had  a  brief  spell  in  charge  at  Leeds  in  the 
late  Eighties,  were  mentioned,  but  the 
compensation  that  Newcastle  Knights, 
the  ARL  champions,  would  demand  for 
Reilly  is  likely  to  be  too  high. 

Hetherington  said  that  whoever  was 
appointed  by  Christmas  would  have  "the 
best  job  in  the  world”.  It  has  often  been  a 
poisoned  chalice.  Bell,  who  grew  into  the 
position  after  a  difficult  first  season,  was 
offered  an  extended  contract  for  next 
season,  but  derided  to  step  down  for 
personal  reasons.  He  has  a  three-year 
contract  in  Ids  new  role,  but  Hetherington 
did  not  rule  out  a  return  by  Bell  to  the  post 
of  head  roach. 


With  10  per  cent  of  the  dub’s  annual 
gross  income  -  £250.000  -  committed  to 
community  programmes  and  youth  dev- 

aPP°totment  to  harness  _ 
elite  talent  is  an  aU-too-rare  example  of  a 
dub  tackling  the  root  cause  of  the 
—  failings  compared  with 

■The  single  biggest  problem  is  the  feck 
of  focus  we.  give  to  the  development  of  *. 
young  players.  That’s  where  the  Austra- 
.  ban  game  is  far  superior,-  Hetherington 

□  less  than  a  month  after  he  became 

Sff2nanlR^  Wauc%  has  left  Hull  ijn 
Sharks;  who  have  won  promotion  to  the  */ 

L^gue.  n“t  season.  Two  other 
^ir??ors  ^*Ve  been  asked  to  leave  by  the  • 
dub>  owner,  David  Uoyd..the  former 
tennis  payer. 
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"  tfj  Montgomerie  succumbs  to  Faxon  and  fatigue  at  World  Match  Play  Championship 

erV!  FI  oUnfl 


than  i  ’ ■  Els  gives  wayward  Woosnam  brush-off 


I-  John  Hopkins 

U'  GOLF  CORRESPONDENT 

ERNIE  ELS  brushed  aside 
Ian  Woosnam  in  the  second 
round  of  the  Toyota  World 
March  Play  Championship  at 
Wentworth  yesterday.  On  a 
glonous  autumn  day,  when 
Jere  were  a  few  sleepy  flies  in 
me  air.  Woosnam  presented 
urtle  more  of  a  problem  to  the 
defending  champion  than  one 
of  these  flies  might  have  done 
Els  swatted  the  Welshman 
without  difficulty,  winning 
7  and  6.  This  was  almost,  bat 
not  quite,  as  heavy  a  defeat  as 
Woosnam  suffered  at  the 
hands  of  Fred  Couples  in  the 
recent  Ryder  Cup. 

Woosnam's  golf  these  days 
is  very  erratic  After  his  good 
form  in  beating  Jesper 
Pamevfk  on  Thursday  came 
his  bad  play  in  this  thumping 
defeat  by  Els.  Consistency  was 
never  Woosnam’s  strong  suit 


DETAILS 


Quarter -finals 

E  Eh  (SA>  bt  1  Woosnam  (GB)  7  and  6 
N  Pnce  (Zlmi  M  F  Nobio  fNZ)  6  and  5 
V  Sngb  iFIJil  b<  S  Bkiryjron  (Au>)  5  and  4 
B  Faxon  (US)  bt  C  Moragomve  (GB1 
2  and  1. 

TODAY’S  TEE-OFF  TIMES;  Semi-ftnate 
08-30  and  12.45:  Eh  v  Price  08.45  and 
ia00;  Faxon  v  Small. 

TELEVISION:  Today;  B8C1;  In  Grand- 
JUnd.  Iran  1  05pm  Wghfcghte  122 Oam) 
Tomorrow:  BBC2:  hi  Sunday  Grandstand 
from  1  35pm  (Wgr*gt»s  12am) 


but  this  inability  to  play  in 
anything  like  the  same  way 
two  days  running  is  becoming 
tiresome  to  Woosnam. 

“One  day  is  good,  one  day  is 
bad,"  he  said.  “You  cant  play 
like  this.  You  have  to  be 
consistent  in  this  game  I  have 
been  like  this  for  a  number  of 
years  now," 

Els  now  faces  Nick  Price,  of 
Zimbabwe,  who  comfortably 
beat  Frank  Nobilo  in  a  re¬ 
match  of  a  meeting  that  they 
had  in  a  matchplay  event  in 
the  United  States  in  the  sum¬ 
mer.  Els  won  then  and  Price 
knows  he  will  have  his  hands 
full  today. 

“It  just  seemed  that  whatev¬ 
er  1  did,  he  did  better."  Price 
said.  “This  course  is  perfectly 
suited  to  him  because  he  is  a 
good  driver  of  the  bail,  a  good 
long-iron  player  and  he  has  a 
wonderful  touch  around  the 
greens." 

If  Woosnam’s  defeat  was  no 


\U 


3  ia 


Els,  relishing  the  perfect  conditions,  aims  at  the  8th  on  his  way  to  a  comfortable  defeat  of  an  erratic  Woosnam  at  Wentworth  yesterday.  Photograph:  Hugh  Routledge 


surprise,  then  Colin  Mont¬ 
gomerie’s  by  Brad  Faxon  was. 
Montgomerie,  who  said  later 
that  he  was  suffering  from  flu, 
got  weaker  as  the  day  wore  on. 
The  further  the  match  went, 
the  more  Faxon  did  what 
Faxon  does  best  —  namely  he 
stuck,  limpet-like,  to  his  man 
and  holed  some  huge  putts 
until  Montgomerie  was  beat¬ 
en  2  and  1. 

Faxon  has  a  friendly,  freck¬ 
led  face,  upon  which  a  wide 
smile  looks,  rather  engaging. 
Indeed,  Faxon  is  an  engaging 
man.  a  good  talker,  probably  a 


rewarding  dinner  companion. 
After  his  victory,  his  world 
was  rosy. 

“It  is  very  satisfying  to  beat 
Colin  Montgomerie."  Faxon 
said.  “He  is  one  of  the  best 
players  in  the  world  and  1  got 
him  today.  I  feel  great  about 
it" 

Montgomerie  looked  to  be 
in  a  commanding  position 
when  he  went  two  holes  up  on 
the  24th  after  Faxon  missed 
the  green.  Montgomerie  had 
played  a  brilliant  50-yard 
pitch  from  a  grassy  bunker  on 
the  right  of  the  22nd,  the  ball 


dying  by  the  holeside.  and 
then  chipped  in  from  15  feet 
on  the  short  23rd.  To  the 
uninitiated  eye,  there  seemed 
to  be  no  sign  of 
Montgomerie's  flu,  nor  of  the 
fatigue  after  nine  successive 
weeks'  play  of  which  he  was 
to  talk  later. 

Yet  Faxon  had  noticed 
something.  He  felt  that 
Montgomerie’s  play  was  on 
the  turn  on  the  homeward 
nine  in  the  morning  and  he 
knew  that  the  longer,  he  could 
keep  the  Scot  at  work,  the 
better  chance  he  had.  A  25- 


foot  putt  across  the  25th  green 
was  a  good  start.  Another,  a 
few  feet  longer  on  the  27th 
green,  also  for  a  half,  was  a 
similarly  effective  blow. 

Then  Montgomerie  missed 
a  six-foot  putt  on  the  28th, 
Faxon  hit  a  crisp  iron  close  to 
the  flag  on  the  29th  before 
claiming  birdies  at  the  next 
two  holes  as  well.  Now 
Montgomerie  must  have  felt 
exhausted.  On  the  34th,  he 
had  a  chance  to  get  back  into 
the  match  after  Faxon  had 
driven  into  a  bunker,  but  his 
purr  for  a  birdie  slid  wide. 


“The  last  couple  of  weeks 
have  run  me  into  the  ground," 
Montgomerie  said.  “This 
order  of  merit  thing  is  killing 
me.  but  going  for  five  in  a  row 
might  never  happen  again.  I 
have  had  no  breaks.  It  is  nor 
just  tournaments,  it  is  com¬ 
pany  days  on  my  so-called 
days  off.  My  batteries  are  run 
well  down." 

There  are  a  few  people  who 
would  like  the  chance  to  play 
as  much  golf  as  Montgomerie 
does  and  to  make  as  much 
money  as  he  does  from  the 
game,  both  from  playing  it 


and  from  promotional  deals. 
Montgomerie  has  won  just 
over  £600.000  in  prize-money 
this  year.  One  tournament 
remains  and.  if  he  is  to  win  the 
Volvo  Order  of  Merit  for  a 
fifth  year  in  a  row,  he  must 
maintain  the  lead  he  holds 
over  Bernhard  Langer.  at 
present  £45,000. 

All  was  nor  gloom  last  night 
as  he  rerumed  home  for  an 
unexpected  weekend  off.  His 
wife.  Eimear.  is  pregnant  and 
a  third  Montgomerie,  to  join 
the  girls.  Olivia  and  Veneria.  is 
expected  next  May. 


IN  BRIEF 


Reformer 
oversees 
choice  for 
RFU  post 

SIR  Pat  Lowry,  whose  recom¬ 
mendations  farmed  so  influ¬ 
ential  a  basis  for  the  reform  of 
the  Rugby  Football  Union’s 
IRFUj  administrative  struc¬ 
ture.  will  chair  a  five-man 
panel  which  will  select  a  new 
chief  executive  of  the  union 
(David  Hands  writes).  Tony 
Hallert  resigned  as  the  RFU 
secretary  in"  August  and  his 

successor  will  he  chosen  by  a 
combination  of  three  indepen¬ 
dent  businessmen  and  two 
RFU  officers.  Cliff  Brittle  and 
Fran  Cotton. 

Nigel  Wray,  chairman  of 
the  Burford  Group,  whose 
investment  has  meant  so 
much  to  Saracens,  joins  Lowry 
and  Sir  John  Egan,  chief 
executive  of  the  British  Air¬ 
ports  Authority,  on  the  panel, 
which  will  review  candidates 
considered  by  a  head-hunting 
company. 

Mosley  again 

Motor  racing:  Max  Mosley 
was  re-elected  president  of  the 
International  Automobile  Fed¬ 
eration  (FIA)  yesterday.  The 
Briton  was  re-elected  for  a 
second  four-year  term  by  “a 
record  attendance”  at  FlA’s 
Paris  headquarters  of  dele¬ 
gates  from  109  clubs  repre¬ 
senting  82  member  countries, 
a  FLA  spokesman  said. 

Grissom  shines 

Baseball:  The  Cleveland  Indi¬ 
ans  levelled  the  American 
League  championship  series 
at  1-1  last  night  with  a  5-4 
victory’  over  "the  Orioles  in 
Baltimore.  Marquis  Grissom, 
the  former  Atlanta  Braves 
outfielder,  hit  a  three-run 
home  run  in  the  eighth  inning 
for  the  winning  margin. 

Neumann  leads 

Golf:  Liselone  Neumann,  of 
Sweden,  rerumed  a  four- 
under-par  6S  yesterday  to  take 
a  three-stroke  lead  halfway 
into  theTakara  World  Invita¬ 
tional  tournament  in  Sanbu, 
Japan.  She  birdied  the  first 
three  holes  and  the  bth  and 
lSrh.  Yuko  Motoyama.  the 
leader  after  the  first  round, 
slipped  to  second  at  140  with  a 
round  of  73. 


Buxton  makes  most  of  good  fortune  Smith  quits 

L2  Cricket:  Chris  Smith 


Eddie  Brown,  of  KFJ  Resourcing,  plays  the  1st  at  Dalmahoy  yesterday 


By  Mel  Webb 

HE .  WAS  the  luckiest  man  in 
Edinburgh.  Mike  Buxton  was  his 
name,  and  he  got  into  a  team 
playing  in  the  Scotland  regional 
final  of  The  Times  Mees Pierson 
Corporate  Golf  Challenge  yester¬ 
day  by  the  unlikeliest  route.  He 
crept  into  the  team  by  the  back 
door,  then  played  a  leading  role  in 
an  unexpected  victory. 

Buxton  played  in  the  golf  day 
organised  last  month  by  Jimmy 
Rankeillor,  the  owner  of  Shandon 
Leisure,  a  snooker.  leisure  and 
fitness  complex  in  Edinburgh,  but 
failed  to  cover  himself  in  glory, 
finishing  a  distant  seventh.  He  had 
played  in  the  national  final  of  the 
Challenge  in  1995,  but  thought  that 
he  had  missed  the  boat  by  a  mile 
this  time.  Then  fate  stepped  m. 

Craig  White,  who  finished  fourth 
in  the  golf  day,  could  not  play  in  the 
team.  He  was  on  holiday  in  Las 
Vegas.  So  were  the  men  who 
finished  fifth  and  sixth.  Step  this 
way.  Mr  Buxton.  Given  only  three 


-—s  — ■  - — RESULTS:  34:  Shandon  Leisure  82:  Thermal  Transfer 
bfiB  »  V  (Scotland)  Ud.  8V:  Strathmore  Mineral  Water  Co  Lid  BO: 

\  Sysdnll  Lid.  Co-operative  Insurance  Society  78:  Saveheat 
\  msulanans  Ltd:  Scofl-Monawtt  Townie  Wilson  77: 
J  Multicore  Solders  Ltd.  SWplon  Bmiding  Society  76:  KFJ 

P  Resourcing  Ud:  Holland  &  Sherry;  United  Distillers 

75:  NHS  UK  74:  BP  Chemicals.  Orion  Engineering 
Services  Lid.  Tubular  Industries  Scotland  Ud  73:  Eypro 
North  Sea  Ud  72:  Ross  Hall  Hospital.  Robert  Moms  &  Son 
Lid  71:  Seatorths  Travel;  Barwell  Enterprises  68:  Scotush 
Oik  Ud;  Courts  Career  Consuhamc  88;  Scoitrsh  CncKei 
Union  67:  Peugeot  Finance.  Standard  Lite  Assurance  Co 
64:  Consort  Food  services 


CRICKET 


days’  notice  that  he  would  be 
required.  Buxton  rearranged  his 
calendar  so  that  he  could  play  at 
windy,  rainswept  Dalmahoy. 

There  he  joined  Rankeillor,  Jim¬ 
my  Ewing  and  John  Williamson  in 
a  victory  with  84  Stableford  points, 
two  ahead  of  Thermal  Transfer 
(Scotland)  with  Strathmore  Miner¬ 
al  Water  third.  Shandon  were  the 
last  four  on  the  course,  whipping 
victory  from  under  the  noses  of 
their  nearest  rivals. 

Buxton,  an  eight-handicapper, 
had  the  golfing  skills  to  help  his 
team  and  Ewing,  a  13-handicap 
member  of  Dalmahoy,  the  local 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


knowledge.  Together  they  an¬ 
chored  their  two  two-balls  to  an 
impressive  performance. 

Buxton  gave  Williamson,  his 
partner,  and  himself  the  best  of 
starts  on  each  nine.  At  the  par-five 
10th.  their  first,  he  hit  a  driver  then 
put  a  two-wood  on  the  green.  Two 
putts  from  60  feet  gave  him  a  birdie. 
At  the  1st.  also  a  par-five,  his  drive 
was  followed  by  a  two-wood,  this 
time  just  short  of  the  green,  a  chip 
and  one  putt  from  20  feet  for 
another  birdie. 

Williamson  was  still  wearing  an 
incredulous  look  two  hours  after¬ 
wards.  “I  was  absolute  rubbish. 


and  here  we  are  winning."  he  said. 
"I  can’t  believe  iL"  Rankeillor  also 
had  a  glazed  look  as  tournament 
officials  outlined  what  was  in  store 
for  the  team  in  the  national  final  at 
La  Manga  next  month.  “This  is 
amazing,"  he  said.  “The  way  we 
played,  we  didn't  think  we  had  any 
chance  of  winning." 

Buxton  was  the  team's  top  scorer 
with  35  points  off  his  own  ball,  but 
the  points  that  put  Shandon  into 
the  final  came  from  Ewing.  He  left 
it  until  the  18th  before  he  produced 
his  big  number,  and  even  then  it 
was  a  scrambled  effort 

He  produced  a  mighty  hook  off 
the  I8lh  tee  that  landed  on  the  17th 
fairway.  From  there  he  had  only  the 
right  side  of  the  green  at  which  to 
aim.  gol  it  there  with  a  nine-iron, 
then  hit  a  sand-wedge  to  a  foot  lo  set 
himself  up  for  a  gross  par  four,  net 
three,  and  three  points. 

Ewing  was  totally  unashamed  of 
his  unorthodox  route  to  a  par.  He 
firmly  believes  that  it’s  nor  how.  it’s 
how  many  that  counts.  Never  was 
the  old  saw  more  appropriate. 


Cricket:  Chris  Smith,  the  for¬ 
mer  Hampshire  and  England 
batsman,  has  resigned  as  chief 
executive  of  the  Western  Aus¬ 
tralian  Cricket  Association 
and  will  sian  work  for  a 
British-based  sports  hospital¬ 
ity  business  in  December. 

Hendry  honour 

Snooker  Stephen  Hendry  re¬ 
ceived  the  World  Professional 
Billiards  and  Snooker  Associ¬ 
ation  (WPBSA)  player  of  the 
year  award,  for  the  seventh 
time  in  eight  years,  in  London 
yesterday. 

Spice  appointed 

Hockey:  Chris  Spice  was  con¬ 
firmed  yesterday  as  perfor¬ 
mance  director  and  Barry 
Dancer  as  men's  national 
coach  by  rhe  English  Hockey 
Association.  Both  are  from  the 
Australian  Institute  of  Sports 
hockey  programme  in  Perth. 
Western  Australia. 


SAILING 


Bold  Azhar  continues 
to  deny  South  Africa 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


HALF-CENTURIES  by 
Inzamam-ul-Haq  and  Azhar 
Mahmood  saved  -  Pakistan 
from  embarrassment  as  the 
first  Test  match  against  South 
.Africa  ended  in  a  draw  in 
Rawalpindi  yesterday. 

Pakistan .  leading  by  53  after 
the  first  innings,  collapsed  to 
SO  for  five  when  they  barred 
again.  But  lnzamam  and 
Azhar  calmed  any  Pakistani 
fears  with  a  sixth-wicker  part¬ 
nership  of  6S  in  69  minutes. 

When  bad  light  forced  an 
early  closure,  with  1 12  overs 
remaining,  the  home  team 
were  182  for  six. 

Earlier,  South  Africa  were 
dismissed  for  403  in  reply  to 
Pakistan’s  first  innings  456. 

lnzamam  was  out  after  scor¬ 
ing  a  hand-hitting  56  that 
included  ten  boundaries  from 
S2  balls,  while  Azhar.  the  man 
of  the  march,  followed  up  his 
138  not  out  in  the  first  innings 
with  an  impressive  unbeaten 
50  to  become  the  first  Pakistan 
batsman  to  score  a  century 
and  a  half-century  on  his 
debut. 

Azhar’s  innings  was  spiced 
with  eight  fours  and  a  six.  "To 
be  honest,  both  times  I  went  to 
the  crease.  Pakistan  were  in 
trouble.  But,  thank  God.  1  rose 
in  the  occasion,”  Azhar  said.  “I 


want  to  be  a  match-winner  for 
Pakistan." 

Hansie  Cronje.  the  South- 
Africa  captain,  said  that  be¬ 
fore  he  announced  his  team 
for  the  Test,  the  pitch  had 
grass  on  il  “But  when  we 
came  again,  it  was  shaved 
off,"  he  said 

“Nevertheless,  we  restricted 
Pakistan  to  216  for  six  on  the 
first  day,  but  Azhar 
Mahmood,  Waqar  Younis 
and  Mushraq  Ahmed  played 
outstandingly." 

Jacques  Kalb’s  and  Pat 
Symcox  had  given  South  Afri¬ 
ca  hope  when  they  each  took 
two  wickets  after  Allan  Don¬ 
ald  had  removed  the  opener, 
Saeed  Anwar. 

Mushtaq  Ahmed  the  leg 
spinner,  took  three  of  the  four 
wickets  to  fall  after  South 
Africa  had  resumed  on  their 
overnight  359  for  six, 

Azhar  made  rite  initial 
breakthrough  when  he  had  . 
Shaun  Pollock  smartly  caught 
by  the  substitute:  wicket¬ 
keeper,  Mohammad  Wasim, 
for  4& 

.  Pollock  shared  a  seventh- 
wicket  partnership  of  106  with 
Dave  Richardson,  who  was 
denied  his  ninth  Test  century 
when-  he  ran  out  of  partners 
and  finished  on  45  not  out 


_ FOOTBALL _ 

European  under-21  championship 
Group  four 

SCO  HAM)  IT)  2  LATVIA  1?)  4 
Amnrson  32  (pern  PoMok  9 

Gotanll  Slesaafc  21 

1.780  PacaH 

uttssr 

Seffl  oft  A  KoUnka  (Latvia  Undet-21)  29 
(at  LMngsron) 

OTHER  MATCHES:  Group  two:  Georgia  5 
.  Poland  l  tin  Tbifisi)  Group  five:  Russia  3 
Bulgaria  2  fm  Moscow]  Group  stac  Czech 
Repubfc  2  Slovakia  3  (in  Prforam) 
Thursday's  tela  results 
AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION:  First 
division:  Norwich  1  Crystal  Palace  2. 

FA  YOUTH  CUP:  Second  qualifying 
round:  Simgbouirre  1  Wei  to  I;  y  Albans 
3  Stairway  1;  Bromley  ?  Croydon  3 
Replays:  Harlow  0  Great  Watering  2. 
Hornchurch  1  Wembley  £ 

FAI  HARP  NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Promt*- 
dhMon:  Dundalk  3  Khenry  0 
STIRLINGSHIRE  CUP:  Anal:  ABoa  1 
Fatfcrk  2. 

SPANISH  CUP:  Second  round,  first  leg: 
Badajoz  0  Merida  0. 

INTERNATIONAL  MATCH:  BrazJ  2  Mo¬ 
rocco  0  (in  Belem) 

SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  Fuji  Flm  Trophy. 
Second  round:  Great  Yarmouth  1  Havemg 
3  (aefl:  Eaa  Berkshire  3  Isie  of  Wigfs  t; 
Bridgwater  2  East  Cornwall  4 

BASEBALL  ~ 

MAJOR  LEAGUE:  Ptay-olte  Amman 
League:  Baionwe  4  Cleveland  5  [batf-oi- 
ssuen  senes  led  1-1} 

BASKETBALL 

EUROPEAN  CUP:  Group  A:  Rea)  Mednd 
77  Otympekos  (Gf|  75:  Linoges  (Fri  70 
CSKA  Moscow  66.  Group  &  PACK 
Sakanlca  (Grj  65  Berelton  Treviso  (tt)  62. 
Porto  61  Tuik  Tetecom  76.  Greta  C: 
LHkerSpor  (Turj  67  Bereokjna  65:  wider 
Bologna  (#)  T>  Parttzon  Belgrade  (Yugj  72 
Group  D;  AEK  Athens  70  Ctoona  Zagreb 
(Cro)  55.  OMnpip  UuMtann  (Stovanifi)  78 
ftoo  Bertn  72 

BOWLS 

COUNTY  MATCH:  NottngtiarrSwe  a 
Hertl or dalne  165-1*8  (at  RNwaln) 

_ CYCUNG _ 

SAN  SEBASTIAN:  World  rood  race 
championahlpa:  Junior  man  (121  km).  1.C 

CfAmora  i«  2ft  54mm  4fcec.  a  M  Boa 


(Swrtzj:  3.  M  Saiumeis  lEsu.  4.  R  Semtrri 
(HoU).  5.  M  KheJet  |Gei|  all  same  time. 
Junior  women  p57  5*my  1.  M  van  Mete 
(Hdl)  IN  50mm  lBsec.  2.  N  BraenOB 
l&Mtl:  3.  S  Andere&on  (Stwi)  ell  sune  lime- 
4.  <3  Gmodyw  (Lnti)  at  Tree.  5.  M  Cagrgas 
(Sp)  same  ime 

CRICKET 

First  Test  match 

■  Pakistan  v  South  Africa 

RAWALPINDI  [final  day  o(  fivwl  Persian 
drew  vrilh  SouOi  Alnca 
PAKISTAN:  FiU  Innings  456  lAnar 
Mahmood  128  not  cn/l,  All  Naqvi  115) 
Second  Innmgi 

•Saeed  Anwar  c  sub  0  DonaW  ...  A 
Ali  Naqvi  c  Hichantecn  b  Katk.  .  .  .19 

Mohammad  Ramzan  c  Cronpe  b  Kaite  .  7 
Ijaz  Ahmed  b  Symcox  16 

Inzamam-ul-Haq  c  5yrnoa>.b  Cronje  .-56 
Mohammad  W«an  c  Potoc*  b  Symcox  10 

Azhar  Mahmood  not  cm . 50 

IMoln  Khan  not  out  -  .  6 

Extras  (b  2,  lb  2,  nb  10) .  .14 

Total  (Swkts) _ _ -  ..1S3 

FALL  OF  WICKETS  14,  2  33,  3-42.  4*6 
S-S0,  6-1AB 

BOWLING:  Donald  11-4-25-1;  PotlocV  0-1- 
22-0:  McUian  8-1  24-0.  Kafio  74-1-21-2. 
Symco*  16-2-50-2.  Qonjs  6-1-23-1 

Odikian  i -0-2-0 

SOUTH  AFRICA:  FUsi  Inrwig* 

G  Kirsten  C  It az  ti  Seqtam . eS 

A  M  Bacher  c  Mohammad  Ramzan 

bSaqlam . 50 

J  H  KaISs  itw»  b  Saqtaffi  .  61 

DJCuifcnanltiwbSixjUr  16 

*W  J  Cronje  e  Ipc  b  Aznar  .  .  34 

B  M  McMillan  c  Ijaz  b  Saqiar  7 

S  M  Pollock  c  Mohammad  Wasen 

bAzhar  . 

IQ  J  Ruhardton  no!  ou  46 

P  L  Symcox  &!  Mohammad  Wasm 

b  Mushtaq  Ahmed  5 

A  A  Dcxralct  c  Saeed  b  Mushtaq  Ahmed  9 
B  N  Schultz  fcw  b  Mushtaq  Ahmed  ..  1 

Extras  (b20.  tt>9.  w4,  nb  15l  46 

Total  (B  w Hte)  . . .,.-..-.™-....m..359 

FALL  OF  WICKETS'  1-107.  £  221  3-320 
4-249,  M78.  6-282,  7-388,  8-393.  9-399 
BOWLING:  Wdqor  Yourw  20-B45-0.  Adw 
Mahmood  27-1-74-2.  Mushtaq  Ahmed 
58.5-17-126-3;  Saqtein  Mushtaq  «'-13- 
129-5. 

Man  ot  the  match-  Azhar  Mahmood. 
Umpires  5  VonkaUwtwan  (India) 
and  Javed  ANitar  (Paki&ian). 

ONE-DAY  INTERNATIONAL  MATCH:  Nai¬ 
robi:  Kenya  347-3  IK  Oteno  144.  D 
Chudasama  122).  Bangladesh  197  (A  Khan 
6T.  A  hanm  5-33).  Kenya  wn  by  150  runs 


BORDEAUX:  Open  Novoiel  Pemer  pairs 
tournament  Leaders  altar  two  rounds 
[Great  Britain  and  Ireland  unless  siaietfi 
133:  J  Fiemeav  iFri  and  R  Jaequewi  (Ft)  54. 

69.  135:  £  Lurra  (3p)  and  J  Rrvtio  [Spi  64 
71  136:  P  Hedbtom  (Swat  end  P  Sfrtara 
tS««l66. 70  137:  P  Curry  and  A  SheiKme 
65.  72  138:  D  Hcweli  and  5  Cage  66.  72- 1 
Ganxlo  (Spi  and  M  Carrasco  (Spi  64.  74  A 
Hutier  and  G  Orr  65.  73. 139:  M  Farry  (Fn 
and  M  Roe  66.  73.  J-L  Guepy  (Fr|  and  M 
Besanceney  (Fn  64.  75.  J  «an  oe  Vesoe  [Fn 
and  B  Lane  65.  74.  A  For  ter  and  (Sm-e)  and 
M  Jonzon  [Swei  65  74  R  McFariane  and 
D  J  flusseH  66.  73  140:  &  Ballesteros  |5pi 
and  J  M  Oiasib&j  (Spi  37. 73.  V/  Rtey  (Ausi 
and  C  Mason  69.  71:  P  Lawne  and  R. 
□nimmond  66.  74.  141:  D  Hospital  fSpi 
are)  F  Ftoca  (Spi  58.  73. 143:  A  Ce|Ka  iGen 
and  F  Tarruud  (Fn  69  73  }  Lomas  and  S 
BotTwNey  60.  73.  J  Payne  and  P  Pn:e  68. 
74.  I  Pwnan  and  D  Carter  67.  75.  M 
TurmcSti  and  J  Robson  65. 77  R  L&?  and  M 
Davit,  65.  77 

WILLIAMSBURG.  Virginia:  Michetab 
championship:  Leading  first-round  scores 
(United  Slates  unless  stated)-  £3:  D 
Waktal  64:  B  Bryant.  65:  G  Kratr  68:  V. 
Triplett.  S  Gump,  L  Clamone  B  Ouigiev 
67:  N  Lancrck*.  F  Couples.  D  Duval.  T 
Armour.  C  Snange.  G  Haftwg.  M  ChTti)-:-, 
a  Hughes  (Ausj.  58"  J  Emdelar.  J  D  Elake. 
D  Sroduon  Jr.  T  Byrum,  J  Slum-m.  M 
Bmdley.J Leonard  C  Perry  DSultwtand  J 
Wilson.  S  Kendall,  0  Browne.  S  Letter/.  P 
Siawat,  P  Eackmar.  D  Toms.  C  Smsti.  JP 
Hayes  Other  score:  74:  A  lyio  iGB) 

SAN  PAOLO,  Italy:  PGA  European  Chafi- 
Bnge  Tour  San  Paolo  Vita  Open:  Leaders 
after  three  rounds  ^Great  Bmatn  and 
Ireland  jtJms  siaiedi:  201:  H  Nysiran 
(Sirei  68. 66. 67  202:  F  Cea  iSp)  70.67. 65 
203:  K  Lanssim  fUSl  66.  68.  69  204:  T 
Raricfnr  |Fr>  53. 70. 65.  M  Bi  icr  lAustirai  71 
64.  fQ  305.  N  JOakimKles  iPtj  70. 66. 67  U 
Miter  69.  69. 67.  M  FtonoR  (111  69.  71.  65.  0 
Edmond  fFr)  09. 69. 67,  M  Gugqm  (Ausl  68. 

70.  67 

ICE  HOCKEY  " 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHL).  Butttlo  5 
Waahingian  2,  PMaddptna  3  Piaaburgn  1. 
Cnwag5  1  Tampa  Boy  4.  Sa  Louis  3  Lm. 
AngeHer-  2  'OT|  Calgary  1  Hen  Yori 
Rangon.  1  iOT».  Colorado  3  San  Jose  2 
Vancouver  2  Toronto  2  (DT| 


PARtS:  World  championships;  Finals; 
Man:  Middleweight  (under  8&gi.  Jeon  Ki 
YouftS  (S  Kfirj  U  M  SfrttU  (Get  I  vrT3  3fi  on 
penalty.  WafiarweighL  (urujer  78Fgi.  Cho  In 
Chut  iSKorj  di  u  Bouras  (Fn  ippan 


Women:  Mddeweiqhl  (under  6E*gi  K 
Hwht/  (GBi  bi  A  von  hetowstj  (Gen  ippon 
Wetrerwelght  i  under  6ikgi  S  VoncJen- 
hende  (ri|  bt  G  Vanaecav^e  (Bel?  Ippori 

RUGBY  LEAGUE 

World  dub  championship 
Semi- final 

Brisbane  22  Auckland  16 
Brisbane  Broncos:  Tries:  B  Walker  2.  Taihs. 
Walters  Goals:  B  Waiter  i  AucJdand 
Wamora.  Tries:  Oudanr/n  2.  Endacotr 
Goals:  R«Jgp2 

SAILING  ~ 

WHITBREAD  ROUND  THE  WORLD 
RACE-  Fret  leg  iSoLorumpion  to  Cape 
Tcr.vm  Positions  (atCCOCXjMT  vesietday. 
with  miles  lo  C  jpe  Tor/ni  1.  hncrjalion 
hvjemer  (Non  J.094  7  renes  lo  llrvuti  2 
Mem  Cup  (Monacoi  ai  18  6  m4es.  3.  EF 
tSwel  24  4.  Srlfc  Cur  (G9|  154  3. 
5.  Chess<e  Racsno  ilC-i  *78-  6.  Toofsba 
(US)  355  4  7.  America's  ChaBengr  lUSl 
3®  5. 8.  Swoosh  Mgich  (Satet  41&  7. 9.  EF 
Education  i.Swei  590:  10.  BrunNSunerg/ 
(Halil  6105 

SPEEDWAY 

IPSWICH.  Bfly  Sanders  Ireemabonah  1.  T 

Ftaterclsson  ilpsavch).  2.  C  L-ms  dpsMch). 
3.  C  Boycxt  (FccJei 

SQUASH 

SRA  NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  (ram  Mitchell 
Haflamshne  2  Armourcolour  Priory 
Edgbaston  3  jH^tamshne  name:-  fuel  P 
Lad  bt  Zubax  Janar,  9-2.  Mi  9-0  J  Dale- 
lost  :oC  Leach  5-9  2-9  9-5. 5-9.  N  Matt  Caw 
loci  toS  Haridfcy  B-10.  9-7  1-9  1-9  NWalt 
bi  L  FUwlinc  9-5. 6-9  9-1.  SW  C  Beaumont 
lost  :o  P  Nchnil  7-9. 3-9. 6-9) 

TENNIS 

SINGAPORE:  Men's  lournamenc  Quar- 
ler-finate:  M  Tdlsirom  (Swwi  bt  M  Damn 
lCzl7-6  6-i-M Gustefeon (S«m buStaik 
iUSl  6-7  6-2. 6-2  N  hieter  I'oen  ts  M  Rios 
iChiti  6-1  7-5  T  JohiifrSSiOn  r'Srjwej  ci  J 
Catmer /US)  34.6-3.6-2 
FILDERSTADT:  Women's  loumament 
Quarter-finals:  I  Spa  lea  (Rom)  b:  A 
Sarcntz  Vicano  iSp)  r-5,  A  Coeser 
[SAJ  W  P  SctXlydei  iSwcr  6-2  7-5  M 
Hirejis  (Swtizi  bl  M  Maleev  (Bull  £-2  6-3  t_ 
Raymcfid  iU5i  tn  N  Sawsmaisu  i-tapani 

6-2  e-:< 

BIRKENHEAD:  LTA  sateJIta  toumamere: 
Men:  Final:  B  Cowan  lOBl  K  G  Elsenesr 
iBofi  6-2.  7-6 


Lottery  windfall  raises 
Olympic  medal  hopes 

By  Edward  Gorman,  sailing  correspondent 


BRITAIN’S  Olympic  team 
yesterday  received  more  than 
a  fourfold  increase  in  its 
annual  funding  with  the  an¬ 
nouncement  by  the  Lottery 
Sports  Fund  that  if  is  ro  give 
the  Royal  Yachting  Associ¬ 
ation  (RYA)an  annual  grant  uF 
up  to  £1.1  million. 

The  money  represents  a 
significant  injection  of  funds 
into  elite  sailing  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  If  should  make  if  much 
easier  for  Britain’s  leading 
Olympic  yachtsmen  and 
women  lo  concentrate  on  win¬ 
ning  medals,  rather  than 
fighting  off  penury. 

Until  now,  the  Olympic 
squad  has  survived  on  around 
£1S0,000  a  year,  half  of  which 
was  provided  by  the  RYA  itself 
with  the  remainder  supplied 
by  ihe  Sports  Council. 

This  has  fallen  a  long  way 
shon  of  whaT  was  required 
and  put  British  Olympic  sail¬ 
ors  way  down  the  imernation- 
al  pecking  order  in  terms  of 
Funding. 

The  announcement  yester¬ 
day  covers  the  next  12  months 
and  will  be  followed  at  the  end 
of  that  period  by  a  further 
large  donation  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  three  years.  The  initial 
grant  indudes  within  if  a 
£100,000  provision  for  ihe 


RYA's  youih  sailing  pro¬ 
gramme.  In  addition,  rhe  RYA 
is  expecting  separate  lottery 
grants  to  be  announced  next 
week  for  irs  windsurfing.  Tor¬ 
nado  catamaran  and  match 
racing  programmes. 

After  a  strong  performance 
at  the  last  Olympic  Games  in 
Savannah,  where  the  British 
team  emerged  with  two  silver 
medals  and  two  fourth  places, 
ihe  outlook  for  sailors  at  die 
Sydney  Games  in  2000  and  for 
Athens  four  years  later  looks 
good. 

John  Derbyshire,  the  RYA 
Olympic  manager,  said:  "This 
funding  represents  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  our  elite  performers 
to  turn  metal  into  medals." 

D  Merit  Cup  and  EF  Lan¬ 
guage  haw  gained  ground 'on 
Innovation  Kvaerner.  the 
leader  of  the  Whitbread 
Round  the  World  Race.  Yester¬ 
day.  Innovation's  lead  over 
Merit  Cup  was  reduced  to  16.6 
miles  with  EF  Language  a 
further  miles  behind  as  the 
yachts  race  towards  the  llha 
da  Trindade.  ihe  second  way 
point. 

The  British  entrant.  Silk 
Cut,  has  also  made  up  ground 
and  now  rrails  by  147  miles 
with  Ckessic  Racing  27  miles 
farther  back. 


Af.-k'  .i.  ■ 
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In  victory  or  defeat,  German  remains  the  best  in  Formula  One 


Schumacher 
passes  the 
test  of  true 


greatness 

From  Michael  Calvin  in  suzuka 


DARKNESS  had  fallen  on  Suzuka. 
Spectators  sat  in  the  eerie  shadows 
cajf  by  the  illuminated  fairground 
and  stared  across  the  track  at  a  row 
of  garages  that  exhibited  few  signs  of 
life,  fr  was  a  strange  ritual,  rewarded 
only  by  a  glimpse  of  a  familiar  figure 
in  the  maze  of  packing  cases  at  the 
back  of  the  Ferrari  pit. 

Michael  Schumacher  was  chatting 
to  a  small  group  of  mechanics, 
swaying  gently  as  he  emphasised  an 
obscure  technical  point  with  sharp 
stabbing  movements  of  his  right 
hand.  Since  he  had  no  need  to  be 
there  —  Jacques  Villeneuve  was  in  his 
hotel  room,  reading  a  biography  of 
the  singer.  Jim  Morrison  —  his 
presence  was  significant. 

Villeneuve  may  well  become  world 
champion  tomorrow,  by  finishing 
ahead  of  him  in  the  Japanese  Grand 
Prix.  bur  Schumacher  will  still  be 


PRACTICE  TIMES:  1,  E  Irvine  (GB.  Feirari]  irrwi 
JSiXGsct.  2,  R  Schumacher  (Scr.  JxdaihPaugaatl 
I  38911;  3.  o  Paras  (Fr.  Prosi  Mugen-Hondal 
1.38541.  4,  H-H  Frencen  (Gar.  WWams-RenauU) 
1  79  398  5.  J  Aleai  (Fr.  BonenorvR'siajlt)  V38.454; 
6.  J  Herbert  (GB  Saubez-Petroras?  1-39840:  7.DFM 
(GB.  Amws-Vamaha)  1  J9  89&:  8.  D  CouOhatfl  [GB. 
McLar'ivW a ce<te )  1  39  945:  9.  G  Berger  (Austna 
Beneaon-FtenaJn  1 40  42a.  10.  V  Schumarfer  [Get. 
Ftfrani  140480  11,  J  VUeneuM  l Can  VWfenjs- 
Renautti  140  616.  12.  S  Naharo  (Japan.  Prosi 
Mugen+tonda)  1  40  663. 13.  G  Ftociwila  (ll.  Jttdan- 
Peugewi  1  40  720:  14.  M  HakUnati  (Fin.  McLaren- 
Mtucetiesi  1 40.724.  IS.  R  Bametelb  iBr.  Slewart- 
Fcudi  1.40937.  18.  U  K^jyama  (Japan  Minardi- 
Han)  1  41  158: 17.  J  Magnussen  (Den.  Stewart  Foid) 
1-42000  18.  J  Veryappen  iHofi.  Tyne* Ford) 
1-42.290;  19.  M  Sato  |Fn,  Tymd-Fatdl  1 .42  S87:  2a 
P  Dmc  (B».  Anciws-Ydmaliai  1:42  883:  21.  G 
Martwejii  (It  SauberPabcnaa]  1-44  738:  22.  T 
Marques  iPor.  Mnardt-Hanj  1  46.282 


CHAMPIONSHIP  POSITIONS  (after  Sheen  races)- 
Drtvere;  1.  VUIenarw?  77pte;  2.  M  Schureachai  88:  3. 
Frencwi  35.  4.  Alesl  34.  5.  CouMhard  30;  b.  Berger 
24  7.  Fiadia«a20  8.  Uvme  18:9.  Partis  16.  IQeqinl. 
HaUiien  and  Herbert  14  12  R  Schumacher  13. 13. 
Hil7;14.  BamcheficG;  15.  A  Wurz  (Austria.  Benetton- 
FtenauBi  4:  16  J  Trot*  (It  Prosi  Mugen-Hondei  3: 1 7 
equal.  Sato.  Nahano  and  One  2.  20.  N  Lennr  (It. 
Saubd-Patronaai  1  Constructors:  1.  Wiliams. 
Rerwuli  112  2  Fenan  86.  3.  Benetlon-Roiaua  62  4. 
McLaren -Mercedes  44.  S.  Jtofdan-Psugeol  33:  6. 
Prosi-Mugen  Honda  2':  7.  Sauber-Petrortas  IS  8. 
An>3wv  Yamaha  9-  3.  Stewart-Ford  6.  tO.  Tyrre4 
Fad  2 


GRANDS  PRIX  TO  COME  Tomorrow:  Japanese 
iSuzuM  Oct  26:  European  iJerezi 


unchallenged  as  the  uncrowned  king 
of  Formula  One.  It  is  not  his  fault 
that  he  is  the  likely  victim  of  motor 
sport's  central  inconsistency,  the 
subjugation  of  talent  to  technology. 

Schumacher  commands  universal 
respect  for  his  ability  to  redefine  his 
talent,  the  type  that  flourishes  once  in 
a  generation.  He  has  a  champion's 
nature,  a  tycoon's  income  and  a 
refugee’s  work  ethic  —  but,  ultimate¬ 
ly,  he  is  just  another  component. 
Ferrari's  failure  to  give  him  a  car  to 
match  the  potency  of  a  Williams- 
Renault  dooms  him  to  under- 
achievement. 

Statistics  are  frequently  manipu¬ 
lated  according  to  taste  in  Formula 


One,  where  image  is  all,  yet 
Schumacher  has  unarguably  exceed¬ 
ed  his  natural  limits  in  winning  36  of 
his  first  100  grands  prix.  In  the 
typically  precise  terms  of  Ross 
Brawn,  the  English  engineer  who  he 
helped  to  install  as  Ferrari's  technical 
director:  "Michael  wins  races  he 
should  nor  do  and  does  not  lose  races 
he  should  win." 

He  Is  an  ideal  physiological  speci¬ 
men.  with  a  low  resting  pulse  rate 
and  a  bull  neck  that  is  hidden  by  an 
angular  chin.  This  is  especially 
important  at  a  circuit  such  as 
Suzuka,  where  a  comer  like  130  R, 
taken  flat  in  sixth  gear  at  160mph, 
involves  a  driver  pulling  32G.  In 
such  rircumstances.  it  feels  as  if  his 
heimeted  head  weighs  501b. 

Yet  it  is  mental  discipline  that 
marks  Schumacher  as  a  man  for  the 
ages.  He  excels  in  adversity,  thinks 
faster  on  his  feet  than  any  other 
driver.  He  has  an  academic’s  ability 
to  distil  information  and  a  card¬ 
sharp’s  sense  of  timing. 

Again,  it  is  instructive  to  draw  on 
Brawn's  unique  insight,  acquired 
when  they  won  two  world  champion¬ 
ships  together  at  Benetton.  "Michael 
is  ice  cool,"  he  said.  “His  composure 
is  the  one  thing  that  makes  me 
believe  a  third  title  is  still  possible." 

He  may  not  have  entered  legend  in 
the  manner  of  Ayrton  Senna,  whose 
premature  death  has  given  his  reput¬ 
ation  the  sheen  of  perfection,  but 
Schumacher  has  had  a  Messianic 
impact  at  Ferrari.  He  has  dominated 
a  disparate  team  by  the  force  of  his 
rage  to  excel.  Should  Villeneuve  win 
the  title,  the  failure  will  be  frit  on  an 
acutely  personal  level. 

Mechanics,  the  poor  bloody  infan¬ 
try  of  .the  sport,  instinctively  align 
themselves  to  the  German  driver. 
They  are  in  awe  of  his  ability  and 
admire  the  passion  that  prompts  him 
to  monopolise  test  sessions  at  the 
expense  of  Eddie  Irvine,  his  team¬ 
mate.  He  dearly  empathises  with 
them  and  gives  them  the  unusual 
courtesy  of  common  respect 

His  rationale  —  "you  win  together 
and  lose  together"  —  is  simple  but 
effective.  When  Schumacher  works 
late,  as  he  did  here  on  Thursday 
night  he  sends  a  powerful  message 
that  he  rejects  the  institutionalised 
cynicism  of  the  sport  that  has 
enriched  him  beyond  his  dreams. 

He  is  a  consummate  politician,  but 
feels  no  need  to  apologise  for  retain¬ 
ing  the  enthusiasm  he  felt  as  a  six- 
year-old  karting  champion.  "I  am  a 
human  being."  he  has  said.  “1  just 
happen  to  have  a  certain  talent  to 
drive.  There  is  a  big  organisation 
behind  me,  involving  many  people 
who  enable  me  to  do  what  I  do  best 
and  I  don't  want  to  be  feted  as 
something  special." 


Leaving  nothing  to  chance,  Schumacher  studies  a  television  monitor  during  practice  at  Suzuka  yesterday 


But  special  he  is.  Engineers  value  really  good  ones  have  got  Alain  Pmst  the  gulf  in  dass  that  is  disguised  by 
his  analytical  mind,  ms  matchless  was  the  same.  You  could  talk  about  the  championship  table.  Villeneuve 
memory.  He  can  humanise  the  something  a  week  after  it  had  was  exposed  by  circumstance,  unable 
technology  that  surrounds  him.  happened  and  he’d  still  give  you  the  to  respond  to  changing  conditions, 
rationalise  and  communicate  the  exact  picture.”  Few  doubt  his  capacity  to  confront 

signals  sent  by  the  merest  twitch.  Schumacher  has  a  unique  driving  the  challenge  of  clinching  the  Champ- 

Brawn’s  predecessor,  John  Barnard,  style.  He  consciously  pushes  his  car  ions  hip  in  Japan,  but  nobody  really 
who  has  taken  responsibility  for  the  fractionally  over  its  natural  limits  as  believes  it  will  offer  conclusive  proof 
technical  development  of  tire  Arrows  it  enters  a  corner  and  brakes  only  of  superiority  over  Schumacher.  The 
team,  speaks  from  experience.  after  he  has  passed  the  last  mark  on  German  is  already  regarded  as  one 

“It’s  a  kind  of  mental  attitude,  a  the  tarmac,  where  other  cars  have  of  the  greats,  a  name  worthy  of 
total  commitment"  he  said.  “He  has  bottomed  out  under  braking.  His  mention  in  the  same  breath  as  Senna, 
this  innate  ability  to  go  quickly,  speed  comes  from  his  ability  to  hold  a  Fangio  and  Clark, 
which  means  he  is  able  to  concentrate  nervous  car  on  the  edge  of  adhesion.  He  knows  he  is  die  best.  We  know 
on  what  the  car  is  doing  a  lot  more.  In  the  wet.  the  true  gauge  of  he  is  the  best  However  hard  it  is  for 
He  can  recount  clearly  every  comer  courage,  technique  and  reflexes,  he  is  him  to  admit  it  to  himself,  Jacques 
around  the  lap  and  this  feedback  is  matchless.  His  victories  in  Spain  and  VDleneuve  probably  knows  Michael 
clear  and  sharp.  It's  what  all  rhe  Belgium  earlier  this  year  emphasised  Schumacher  is  the  best 


JUDO 

Gold  for 
Howey 
ends  blue 
period 

From  John  Gooobody 

IN  PARIS 

KATE  HOWEY  revived 
Great  Britain’s  sagging  reput¬ 
ation  in  die -sport  when  she 
took  die  middleweight  title 
with  a  display  of  explosive 
drill  at  the  world  champion¬ 
ships  here  yesterday. 

After  the  disappointment  of 
the  Olympics,  iir  Atlanta  — 
when  Britain,  so  successful  in 
previous  Games,  failed  to  win 
a  medal  in  the  sport  — 
Howey.  24,  from  Andover, 
admitted  that  there  had  been 
extra  incentive  for  her  to  win.  - 

As  she  stepped  on  to  the 
mat  for  the  final  against  Anja 
von  Rekowski,  of  Germany, 
she  remembered  her  previous 
world  championship  final 
four  years  ago,  when  she  was 
ahead  with  seven  seconds  left 
only  to  be  tumbled  to  the  mat 
by  her  Chinese  opponent  "I 
thought  it  was  time  to  erase 
those  seven  seconds."  Howey 
said. 

She  attacked  from  the  start 
against  an  opponent  who  had 
met  her  in  a  competition  in 
Germany  four  weeks  ago.  She 
knocked  von  Rekowski  to  the 
mat  with  an  inner  thigh  throw 
and,  then,  after  I  min  25sec  of 
dominance,  hurled  the  Ger¬ 
man  to  the  ground  by  grab¬ 
bing  one  leg  and  wheeling  her 
over  her  shoulder. 

Howey  had  finally  fulfilled 
the  potential  that  she  dis¬ 
played  in  taking  the  world 
junior  title  in  1990  and  an 
Olympic  bronze  medal  in 
Barcelona.  She  has  both  the 
strength  with  which  to  sit 
down  on  a  chair  and  rise  up 
again  with  150  kilos  on  her 
hack  and  the  speed  to  run  100 
metres  in  under  13  seconds. 

She  had  looked  impressive 
all  day  and  was  at  her  most 
destructive  in  the  semi-final 
against  Min  Sun  Cho,  of. 
Sooth  Korea  the  winner  of 
the  Olympic  and  two  world 
titles  in  the  past  four  years. 

Before  die  Korean  had  set- , 
tied  into  any  rhythm.  Howey 
twice  attempted  her  inner 
thigh  throw,  which  Cho  just 
evaded.  Then  Howey  scooped 
up  her  opponent’s  legs  in  a 
movement  like  a  fronton 
rugby  tackle,  lifted  Cho  to  hip 
height  and  dumped  her  on 
her  back  for  an  ipporu  judo's 
equivalent  of  a  knock-out  The 
contest  had  lasted  36  seconds. 

After  the  1992  Olympics, 
Howey  had  moved  up  to 
light-heavyweight;  and  it  was 
only  after  her  disappointment 
in  Atlanta  that  she  returned  to 
her  original  category  of  mid¬ 
dleweight  The  derision  was 
splendidly  justified  yesterday. 

Graeme  Randall,  from  Ed¬ 
inburgh,  narrowly  failed  to 
secure  a  bronze  medal  in  the 
light-middleweight  division, 
losing  the  derisive  bout  on  a 
penalty  point  with  two  sec¬ 
onds  remaining. 


Stiandri 
sets  off 
in  search 
of  medal 

FROM  JEREMY  WHITTUi 
IN  SAN  SEBASTIAN 

MAX  SCIANDRL  the  Anglo-. 
Italian  rider  who  was  bom  in 
Derby,  raised  in  the  United 
States  arid  who  now  resides  in 
Tuscany,  represents  -  Great 
Britain's  best  hope  of  a  medal 
in  the  gruelling  professional 
road-race  at  the  world  cham¬ 
pionships  here  in  northern 
Spain  tomorrow. 

Sciandri.  30.  who  won  a 
bronze  medal  at  the  Olympic 
Games  in  Atlanta  last  year 
and  who  is  one  of  the  strongest 
one-day  riders  in  Europe,  ism 
excellent  form  after  finishing 
second  last  weekend  in  the 
season’s  penultimate  World 
Cup  race,  the  Paris-Touis 
classic.  He  will  be  supported 
in  the  British  team  by  two 
other  professionals  based  bn 
the  Continent  David  Millar 

and  Jeremy  Hunt 

Johan  Museeuw,  of  Bel¬ 
gium,  the  defending  champi¬ 
on,  has  less  reason  to  be 
confident  “1  cant  say  that  I’m 
in  my  best  form."  he  said 
yesterday,  having  spent  the 
early  part  of  the  week  recover¬ 
ing  from  a  feverish  virus. 
"Well  have  to  wait  and  see." 
Nevertheless,  the  circuit  is 
well  suited  to  his  all-round 
strengths. 

French  hopes  rest  with  the 
world  No!  and  new  world 
tune-trial  champion;  Laurent 
Jalabert  who  is  chasing  an 
unprecedented  double  suc¬ 
cess,  and  Richard  Vuenque. 
who  was  second  to  Jan 
Ullrich,  of  Germany,  in  the 
Tour  de  France  in  July. 

In  the  absence  of  Ullrich, 
who  is  on  holiday  in  Australia, 
the  strongest  challenge  is  like¬ 
ly  to  come  from  the  talented 
but  erratic  Italians,  who  have 
several  riders  vying  for  team 
leadership.  It  is  five  years 
since  Italy  claimed  foe  gold 
medal  and  foe  pressure  to 
succeed  has  seen  the  team’s 
outward  togetherness  dissolve 
in  bitter  rifts  over  tactics  in 
previous  years. 

Although  Italian  morale 
was  boosted  yesterday  by  foe 
success  in  the  junior  men's 
road-race  of  Crescenzo  d’Amo- 
re,  IS.  from  Naples,  the  squad 
suffered  a  heavy  blow  when 
the  veteran  team  captain, 
Claudio  Cfriappuca.  failed,  a 
blood  test  and  was  withdrawn 
from  Sunday's  elite  event. 

In  yesterday's  other  race, 
the  junior  women’s  road 
event  Mirella  van  Melis,  of 
Holland,  held  off  Nicole 
Braendli,  of  Switzerland,  to 
take  the  first  Dutch  gold 
medal  of  the  championships. 
However,  the  18-year-old’s 
success  was  overshadowed  by 
an  horrific  crash  involving  the 
Belarus  rider,  Larisa  Tchou- 
enko,  who  fell  heavily  on  her 
head  but  remarkably,  suf¬ 
fered  only  concussion  and 
facial  cuts. 


RUGBY  UNION  FIXTURES 


SENNV 

THE  SENNA  WATCH 
BY  UNIVERSAL  GENEVE. 
AVAILABLE  EXCLUSIVELY 
AT  HARRODS. 


The  new  Senna  watch  collection  by  Universal  Geneve 
captures  all  the  qualities  that  made  Ayrton  Senna  the  world’s  most 
admired  racing  driver.  Precision.  Performance.  Professionalism. 
A  stunning  collection  of  chronographs  exclusively 
available  at  Harrods  now. 

Fine  Jewellery,  Ground  Floor. 


KNICHTSBRIDGEi 


Harrods  Limited,  Knightibridge,  London  SW1X  7XL  Telephone  0171-730  1234. 


TODAY 

Hatnekan  Cup 
Pool  A 

Toulouse  v  Leinster  (220)  . 

P  W  D  L  F  A  Pis 
Toulouse  5  4  0  1  162  102  8 

lecaswr  5  3  0  2  J2B  38  6 

Leinster  5  2  0  3  113  1»  4 

Mian  5  1  0  4  82  169  2 

Pool  C 

Bain  v  Pontypridd  (2  15)  . 

P  W  D  L  F  A  Pis 
Bath  5  4  0  1  118  109  E 

Bme  5  3  1  1  171  117  7 

Pontypridd  5  2  1  2  144  124  5 

ScoUeh  Bard  5  0  0  5  100  163  0 

Pool  D 

Cctrtfrf/  v  Bourgoin  (2  301  ... .  _ 

P  W  D  L  F  A  Pis 
Hutejuns  5  4  0  1  182  118  S 

CerdHI  5  3  0  2  158  140  6 

Bourawt  5  2  0  3  07  123  4 

Munyfer  5  1  0  <  118  164  2 

Pool  E 

UaneJh  v  Gatedcma  (2  E? . .  . 

P  W  D  L  F  A  Pts 
P<ju  5  3  0  2  >47  82  6 

UaneW  5  3  O  2  113  132  6 

Treviso  5  2  0  3  139  106  4 

Catadona  5  2  0  3  79  158  4 

European  Conference 
Pool  A 

Agon  v  EObw  Vate  (70) 

Pool  C 

Slade  Fr  arrears  v  London  (nsti  (201 _ 

Pool  0 

Northampton  v  Connacht  (3.0) _  . 

PocKE 

Bridgend  v  Grenoble  (301  . 

Rm*G 

B«rntz  v  Newcastle  (1.1S)  . 

Pool  H 

Games  vNeam  (70) . 

Allied  Dunbar  Premiership 
Second  division 
Cowrnrv  v  Rotherham  [3  01 

Fvfcfe  v  £reter  (30)  . 

London  Scottish  v  VVafcefleid  (3  01  . 
Masetey  v  Sedtaid  (3  0)  .  .  . 

Waiertoov  Oriel  (30)  .... 

West  Hartlepool  v  BlacWteath  (j  oi 
Jawson  National  League 
Fast  division 

Liverpool  Si  Helens  v  Rosslyn  Park  (30i 

lytiney  v  Ofcy  (30J . 

Nsnbuty  v  Leeds  (3.0) . 

Nottingham  v  Matey  (3.0) . 

Reading  v  London  Weth  (3.0j . 

Flugby  v  Harrogate  13  0) . 

Worcester  v  Wharfedate  (3  0)  ...  . 

Second  Cfivisfcm  north 
Aspatna  v  Manchester  (3  0) 
BrrmingfairrVSvSedgJey  Fafk{3  0).  . 
Kendd  v  Preston  Grasshoppers  (3.0) . 

Nuneaton  v  Lichfield  (30) . 

Sauted  vHintiWey  (30) . 

Sheffield  vWinningtqn  Park  t3  01  •  ••• 

Walsall  vSlourtxtdge  (30)  . . 

Second  division  south 

Barking  vCHton  (3.U| . 

Cambetfew  v  North  Walsham  (3.0).  ..  . 

Hownf  v  Bridgwater  (3, Of . 

Henley  v  Esher  i3.0)  . ... 

Metropolitan  Poflce  v  Cheltenham  (3  0) 
Plymouth  v  Waslon-sjper-Mare  (30) 
Tabard  v  Ffedruth  (3  0) . . 


SOUTH  WEST:  First  dtoswrr  Br&Ane 8  v 
St  Ives:  Gtauoasw  CM  Boys  v  Maiden¬ 
head.  Laraaston  v  Barnstaple:  Matson  v 
Hrg^i  Wycombe.  Penzance  and  Nawtyn  v 
Bary  HU:  Torquay  v  Stroud 
LONDON  AND  SOUTH  EAST:  First  di- 
vtotorc  Basingstoke  v  OM  CoBaans;  Hartow 
v  Guildford  and  Godatnvng:  Norwich  <r 
Dieshint;  Southend  v  Butetjpc  Staines  v 
Thanat  Wanderers  Sudbury  v  Thurrock: 
Sutton  and  Epsom  v  Charlton  Park. 
Wimbtadan  v  Astoans 
MIDLANDS:  Fkst  division:  Barkers  Bulla  v 
Camp  H*  Bdgrave  v  Btatnn.  Kenfenrth  v 
Scunthorpe:  Stoke-on-Trent  v  Mansfield, 
Systan  v  Leighton  Buzzard  WesBeqh  v 
Heretont.  Whnchutch  v  Banbury;  Wdtvet- 
Hampton  v  Derby. 

NORTH:  First  division:  Bndfegton  v  Hid 
lortans;  Broughton  Park  v  Tyrwdate:  Ocat- 
caater  v  WteaPaili  Bramhope:  Macdeatteld 
v Stockton;  New  Brighton  vWgton;  Mfidnas 
v  Middlesbrough 

Welsh  League 
First  division 

Aberavon  v  Cross  Keys  (2.0) . . 

Abendiefy  v  Caerphflhr  (2.0) . 

Dunvanl  v  Rumney  (2.0)...  _  _ 

Maeweg  v  Merthyr  (20)  . 


Nanbhdge  v  Blackwood  (2.01 - 

Pontypool  v  Llandovery  ro  Q) . . 

Treorchy  v  South  Wans  Pofcce  (2.0) . 

Carrfft  Institute  v  Goriymaen  (2.Q) . 

SRU  League  Trophy 
Groi^j  A 

CUrte  v  Gate  (3  0) . 

Oaagow  Hawks  v  Preston  Lodge  (3.0) 

Hawick  v  Harters  FP  (3  0).77. . .... 

Melrose  v  Edinburgh  Academicals  (3.0) 

Musselburgh  v  KmcBkJy  (3.1?) . 

Group  B 

Borojghmuir  v  Kdmamoc*  (3.m  . . 

Dundee  HSFP  v  Wafcwrusna  (3.Q) . 

Jed-Forest  v  West  ol  Scotland  (3lQ)  .. . . 

Kelso  v  Peetitea  (3.0) . . . . 

Stirling  County  v  Btggar  (3.0) - - 

TOMORROW 

Hekla  kan  Cup 
Pool  A 

MBan  v  Latoeerar  (2.0) . . . . 

Pool  B  ‘ 

Glasgow  v  Ulster 

(al  ScoWoun.  Glasgow,  3.0) . 

Wasps  v  Swansea  (3L0 ) . . 


P  W  D  L  F  A  Pts 
Wasps  S  5  0  0  214  76  10 

Swansea  5  2  0  3  129  132  4 

Glasgow  G  2  0  3  102  162  4 

Ulster.  5  1  0  4  80  (85  2 

PoolC 

Scottish  Borders  v  Brtve 

(at  Nethardaie,  2.30) . . . . . . 

Pool  D 

Munster  v  Hartequlna 

(at  Thomond  Park,  Umertck.  4.30) . 

European  Conference 
Pool  A 

La  Rochefle  v  Bristol  (2  0) . . 

Pool  B 

Montpelfiar  w  Newport  (2JJ)  . . - . 

Sale  v  Montferrand  (3  0)  .  . . . 

Pool  E 

Richmond  v  Coiorntera  (2  jgj. . 

Pool  F 

Padova  v  Gloucester  (£30) - 

Pool  G 

Ednbwgh  v  Perpignan 

(at  Goldenacre,  3.0)  . . . 

Pool  H 

Saracens  v  Natoonna  (3.0) . 


RUGBY  UNION  STATISTICS 


TOP  P01NT5SC0RERS 


TOPTRY-SCORBW 


Lge  Bur  Rep 

Ire 

Total 

1 

LJave  [Cardiff}  . .  . 

. 45 

93 

_ _ 

2 

140  1 

2 

L  Law  (Cotomiefs)  . 

.  .  .  SB 

73 

_ _ 

m 

130  2 

3 

J  Vatfc  (Narbonne)  ..  .. 

. —  42 

76 

- - 

_ 

TIB 

4 

J-F  Bouche  (La  Ftoctafe)..., 

.  45 

71 

— 

_ 

116 

5 

M  Maftetofi  (Qoucesta) 

. . 31 

78 

— 

— 

107  5 

6 

E  EMQOd  (Lanadownc)...- 

— 

79 

27 

— 

108 

7 

T  Cas&IgnedB  (Castros) 

. 43 

a 

- - 

_ 

104 

8 

C  Lamason  IBnvaj 

.  ..  41 

62 

— 

— 

103  8 

9 

T  Lacroix  (Haricqutns)  . 

...  26 

75 

101 

T  Sunpwn  (Newcastle)  . 

.  22 

79 

— 

— 

101 

h  Logan  (Wasps) . .  i  ?  _  _ 

E  Botoboro  (Slade  Francais) . 2  6  —  _ 

M  BtooJet  (Cotanner;)  _ . 2  B  —  — 

S  DorrHcl  (Slade  Frangercj . 3  4  —  — 

S  Peya3on  (Coternrers) _ 2  &  __  _ 

C  Hynaa  (Apart)  . »  g  _  _ 


X  Garbajosa  (Toulouse). 
V  Tuigaroala  (Newcasde) 


Lge  Ew  Rep  tra  Tow 

...3  6 - 9 

...  1  ? - 8 

...2  « - e 

...2  6 - 8 

..3  4  —  —  T 

-2  6 - ? 

•  »  « - 7 

...  1  5  —  e 

..15 - 6 

.1  5 - 6 


TOPItEAMS 


TRIES  PER  MATCH 


1  Slade  Fran pais  8  S3 

2  Newcastle. . .  7  40 

3  Wasps  _  .  6  32 

4  CWJrtfers.  ......  8  37 

5  Mcnfteffand .  8  32 

ftchmand _  ...  7  28 

7  Tatiousis  . S  30 

8  Pantypnda.  .  .  7  26 

9  Swansea . 7  25 

10  Hartequma.  UanefO  ..7  23 

POINTS  PER  MATCH 
P  Pts 

1  Slade  Frangato _ 8  399 

2  Cotamiers . .  6  357 

3Wasp9  - . 0  252 

4 Newcastle..  ...  7  293 

5Manttenand .  8  263 

6  Harlequins  ....  T  228 

7  Canftf.  - . 7  223 

8  Bnve  . .  8  245 

Taukuse . 8  345 

10  Swansea ....  .  7  214 


FEWEST  POINTS  CONCEDED 

„  .  PPointB  Am 

1  Perpignan - -  -  8  101  12.2 

2  Newcastle  .  7  91 

3  Richmond  __  .  .  7  107  153 

« Wasps . 8  96  182 

5  Leceslai .  8  701  163 

6  Nsrtcmne - 8  T35  16.S 

7  Toulon -  8  136  J7C 

6  Toulouse . —  6  141  17.£ 

9  Pan . . 8  147  18.3 

10 Saracens  .....  7  130-  115 

MOST  POWTS  CONCEDED 


HE1NEKEN  CUP 


PW  D  L  % 

1  England  . 3016  0  4  8000 

2  France  . .  a  12  l  7  mcq 

3Wa«  . 3010  1  9  5250 

4  ha*-  . .  10  3  0  7  30Qo 

5lretend . -  15  4  on  26.67 

. . IS  4  011  2&B7 

EUROPEAN  CONFERENCE 

P  W  D  L  % 

1  Ireland  ...  5'4  0  ]  8000 

2  England - 4027  013 

3Pranca  . -  60.41  337  SB'SO 

4Wates  . . .  go  6  014  3QDQ 

. -50  2  3  -Woo 

o Romania . .  5  O  0  5  o.CO 

— ...  5  0  0  5  0JM 


1  Neath _ 

2  Bndgend.  . 

3  Newport  .... 
4Grencbte 

S  Montoeftiar 
9  Bristol . 

7  BftwVafe. 

8  Nice  .  . 

9Da* . 

lOLuRoehefe 


PPotote 
..  7  331 

.  7  278 

...7  243 
-..  8  2S0 

. B  249 

.  7  216 
.  7  207 
—  8  224 
.8  217 
:  8  203 


POOL  A;  It  would  be  the 
upset  of  the  tournament  If 
Leinster  won  in  Les  Sept 
Deniers  today.  Toulouse 
are  favoured,  therefore,  to 
win  foe  pool,  with  Leicester 
looking  to  beat  Milan  and 
qualify  for  a  home  play-off 
—  possibly  against  Glas¬ 
gow  —  as  the  second-best  of 
the  runners-up. 

POOL  B:  Wasps  are  so  far 
out  of  right  that  they  need 
Swansea  to  come  out  firing 
to  provide  the  sternest  pos¬ 
sible  examination.  The1 
Welsh  dub  need  to  win  at 
Loftus  Road  to  secure  a 
play-off  place  but  the  more 
likely  scenario  is  a  Glas¬ 
gow  victory  over  Ulster, 
with  the  Scottish  team 
going  through. 

POOL  C.-  Three  of  foe  four  ■ 
dubs  retain  an  interest  in 
foe  knockout  phase:  if  Bath 
bear  Pontypridd,  they 
would  be  assured  of  a: 
home  quarter-final  with 
Brive,  favoured  to  beat  the. 
Scottish  Borders,  as  run¬ 
ners-up.  A  victory  for  Pan- 
typridd,  however,  would 
confirm  a  play-off  place  for 
the  Welshmen. 

POOL  D:  A  win  or  a  draw-' 
in  Limerick  would  give 
Harlequins  their  quarter¬ 
final  place.  Were  they  to 
lose,  Cardiff  would  have  to 
beat  Bourgoin  by  a  huge 

foargin  to  dimb  from  sec¬ 
ond  place  but,  even  if 
Bourgoin  .won,  they  are 
fomkefy.  to  overtake  Car- 
din  for  a  play-off  place. 


fall  from  gj 
Uanelfiare 
tiers  with 


. .  1  •s,s.  1  lu  Lh  RocrtHe  .  8  203  2538  |  Stepien McCoSSf 

1  Fi9U^  !?  Pi®*^f^l|op-tiivision  clubs  in  England.  France,  Ireland.  Scotland  and  Wales  Fixtures  irw,  i*w 
domestic  fe agues,  Halneten  Cup  and  European  Conference,  representative  and  International  matd Tes^^' 


■so  have  dc 
past  fortnig 
iaas  cannot 


X 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  II 1997 


SPORT  41 


forces  debate 


Imports  whip  up  interest  but 
do  they  help  England’s  cause? 


The  papers  have  been 
full  of  Zinzan 
Brooke’s  move  to 
Harlequins.  He  was  one  erf 
my  role  models  when  1  was 
younger.  Different  players 
bring  different  qualities  to 
their  game,  but  he  probably 
has  more  of  the  complete 
range  than  most  He  is  a 
warrior  in  every  sense  of 
the  word.  You  don't  piay  54 
times  for  the  All  Blacks  if 
you  are  not  teak-tough 
His  signing  has  again 
raised  the  issue  of  foreign 
players  in  England.  There 
are  two  sides  to  the  argu¬ 
ment  One  side  is  that  you 
can  buy  Eve  Joe  Worsleys 
—  a  super  talent  at  Wasps, 
who,  I  think,  will  play  for 
England  —  for  one  Zinzan. 
There’s  also  the  argument 


LAWRENCE 

DALLAGUO 


was  a  great  craic,  a  throw¬ 
back  to  the  amateur  days: 
Having  beaten  Ulster  on 
Friday .  evening  and  there 
being  no  Eight  back  that 
night  we  enjoyed  the  hospi¬ 
tality.  I  half-expected  to 
wake  up  on  Saturday  ready 
to  go  and  watch  England 
play  Ireland. 

life  is  beginning  to  get 
hectic  again.  On  Wednes¬ 
day,  Radio  5  Live  asked  me 
to  be  a  summariser  for  their 
live  coverage  of  Saracens 
against  Richmond.  It  was 
good  fun  to  be  involved 
with  the  professional  team 
there  and  working  along- 
side  guys  like  Nigel 
Starmer-Smifo  and  John 
Inverdale  made  h  easier.  I 
had  one  eye  on  getting 
some  radio  experience  and 
another  on  seeing  how 
Saracens  are  shaping  up. 
because  we  play  them  next 
Sunday  in  the  league  at 
Loftus  Road.  It  was  good  to 
see  how  the  other  half  —  the 
media  —  lives. 


con- 


that  someone  of  his  stature 
brings  so  much  on  and  off 
the  pitch.  From  an  England 
standpoint,  though,  fewer 
England  players  in  die  first 
division  is  not  good  news. 

As  in  football,  baying 
from  overseas  can  be  wor¬ 
rying.  Where  are  the  new. 
quality  English  players 
going  to  come  .from  if  you 
continue  to  look  overseas 
for  talent?  It.  is  hot  a- 
problem  that  will  disappear 
overnight  and  Zinzan  could 
start  a  trend.  A  lot  of  the 
New  Zealand  guys’ 
tracts  run  out  at  _ 
the  end  of  next 
year  and  a  lot 
may  follow  him. 

It’s  a  question  of 
getting  the  bal¬ 
ance  right  The 
foreign  imports 
have  done  great 
things  for  the 
sport  but  we 
need  to  ensure 
that  England's 
interests  are 
uppermost 
Rugby  is 
going  to  have  to 
take  a  bade  seat  today.  I 
won't  miss  tire  football  for 
anything.  Coming  from 'an 
Italian  family.  I  have  got  a 
foot  in  both  camps,  but  I 
will  be  as  gripped,  as  the 
rest  of  the  nation.  My 
family  is  from  Turin;  we 
could  talk  about  divided 
loyalties,  but  let's  just  say 
that  whoever  wins  in 
Rome,  the  Daffaglio  family 
wEl  have  someone  to  cheer 
in  the  World  Cup  finals. 

1  would  love  to  see  Eng¬ 
land  win  and  it  would 
be  nice  to  see  them  do 
so  in  some  sort  of  style.  This 
is  the  most  confident  that 
the  nation  has  been  about 
England’s  football  dunces 
for  a  long  time.  We  may  not 
go  into  the  match  as 
favourites,  but  we  have  two 
chances  and.  knowing  the 
Italian  mentality,  there  will 
be  tremendous  pressure  on 
them.  1  just  hope  we  can  do 
it 

Being  in  Belfast  last  week 


‘Rugby  is 
going 
to  take 
aback 
seat  to 
football 
today’ 


n  Monday,  we 
launched  foe  new 
Nike  England  kit. 
It  has  foe  St  George's  Cross 
look  about  It  to  try  to 
generate  a  real  English  feel 
which  has  been  lacking  in 
the  past  Next  Tuesday,  my 
book  is  out  —  Diary  of  a 
Season.  It  takes  ns  through 
foe  highs  and  lows  of  last 
season,  culminating  in  the 
Lions  tour  —  one  of  foe  best 
rugby  moments  IH  proba¬ 
bly  ever  be  involved  in.  The 
book  is  one  of  those  things  I 
can  look  back  on  when.  I  am 
older  and  say  I  really 
enjoyed  that  season. 

My  life  is  now  pretty 
much  run  by  computer, 
which  is  vital  because  in  the 
past  I’ve  not  been  known 
for  being  well-organised. 
Things  are  changing  — 
slowly.  Time  management 
outside  of  rugby  is  very 
important  I  have  a  family 
to  consider.  It  is  important 
dial  I  spend  time  with 
them.  I  want  to.  I  am  hying 
to  get  into  a  situation  where 
1  can  organise  myself,  but  I 
couldn’t  manage  without 
_ _  Alice,  my  part¬ 
ner.  Behind  ep- 
cry  man  Ls  a 
good  woman; 
nine  times  out 
of  ten.  it  is  the 
woman  who 
drives  foe  man 
forward  and 
I'm  quite  happy 
to  admit  that 
Tomorrow, 
it’s  Swansea, 
and  they'll  be  a 
tough  propose 
lion  because  it  is 
win  or  bust  for 
them  in  Europe.  But  we 
have  home  advantage  and 
they  win  have  to  take  the 
game  to  us;  they’ll  throw 
die  kitchen  sink  at  us. 
There  is  no  danger  of 
complacency  on  our  part, 
even  though  we  have  quali¬ 
fied.  I’m  looking  forward  to 
playing  against  Scott 
Gibbs.  He’s  a  world-class 
player  and  a  very  nice  bloke 
on  and  off  foe  pitch.  He  just 
loves  playing  rugby  foot¬ 
ball  He  is  quiet  and  unas¬ 
suming  off  foe  field,  but  on 
it  hehas  the  ability  to  turn  it 
on  in  an  instant. 

To  be  able  to  do  that  is  a 
special  talent  indeed.  He 
relishes  the  contact  side  of 
foe  sport  and  I  think  he  gets 
frustrated  playing  rugby 
union  because  he  doesn’t 
get  involved  as  much  as  he 
would  like.  I  can  under* 
stand  that  because  when 
you  are  in  and  out  of  foe 
game;  it  is  not  much  fun. 
Perhaps  he  should  consider 
joining  foe  back  row .. . 


Guscott  in  the  familiar  surroundings  of  the  Bath  dressing-room  at  the  Recreation  Ground.  He  joined  as  a  seven-year-old  and  says  he  is  still  happy  at  the  club  and  in  the  city 

Guscott’s  relaxing  Bath 


Cafe  pavement  society  in 
Bath  lacks  that  certain  due 
characteristic  of  Paris,  but  it 
is  lively  enough  for  all  that 
A  conversation  with  Jeremy  Guscott 
is  interrupted  periodically  by  car 
horns  as  yet  another  acquaintance  of 
foe  England  centre  speeds  by  and. 
occasionally,  there  is  a  brief  consult¬ 
ation  over  prospects  for  the  weekend, 
or  for  the  return  to  the  game  of 
Guscott  himself. 

Bath  foe  city  takes  great  pride  in 
Guscott  the  player,  quite  patently 
because  he  is  one  of  its  own.  Bom  in 
the  Larkhall  area  and  brought  up 
there  and  in  Batheaston,  many  of  the 
friends  of  his  youth  remain  friends. 
They  recognise  that  the  “arrogant, 
cheeky,  snotty  little  20-year-old" 
(Guscotrs  own  words)  has  won 
international  recognition  through  his 
innate  athletic  talent,  but  that  his 
roots  remain  sound. 

“1  have  real  friends  here,  to  whom  I 
can  talk  about  really  emotional 
things,"  Guscott  said.  "I  can  rely  on 
them,  I  talk  to  them  every  week  and 
something  would  be  wrong  if  1  didn't 
They  know  me  best,  they  make  sure 
ray  feet  stay  oo  foe  ground.  If 
something  came  up  that  meant 
moving  away,  then  I  would  have  to 
consider  it  but  I  can't  conceive  of  that 
happening.  This  is  a  wonderful  place 
—  even  if  something  came  up  that 
made  life  somewhere  else  so  perfect 
I'd  still  end  up  coming  back." 

Gusoott  laughs  at  the  thought  of 
taking  his  wife.  Jayne,  and  his  three 
daughters  —  Imogen,  5.  Holly,  2,  and 
Sasltia,  four  months  —  away  from  foe 
environment  that  he  knows  so  well, 
and  that  knows  him.  It  is  a  valuable 


Virtues  of  home  comforts  extolled 
by  England  centre  enjoying 
diverse  and  challenging  career 


reference  point  not  only  for  Guscott 
as  sportsman  but  Guscott  as  person¬ 
ality:  through  television,  he  has  won 
a  reputation  as  a  presenter  and  he 
now  co-hosts  Gladiators,  the  athletic- 
challenge  show. 

All  of  this  through  rugby,  though 
Guscott  is  convinced  that  if  the  sport 
had  not  created  a  different  challeng¬ 
ing  outlook,  then  some  other  sport  — 
probably  football  —  would  have 
done.  Yet  for  all  that  Guscott  has 
ridden  foe  wave  of  a  sport  bursting 
from  its  amateur  bonds  and  into  the 
consciousness  of  people  who  may  not 
have  spared  it  a  backward  glance  ten 
years  ago. 

Within  that  time,  he  has 
made  48  appearances 
for  England,  played  in 
two  World  Cups  and 
made  three  tours  for  the  British  Isles. 
He  sees  another  two  years  as  a 
contracted  player  with  Bath  before 
bowing  out  graciously,  at  the  age  of 
34,  although,  in  the  summer  of  1999. 
there  will  be  an  additional  lure,  in  the 
shape  *of  another  World  Cup,  on  the 
horizon.  The  temptation  for  Guscott 
would  be  obvious. 

Perhaps  too  obvious,  and  that  has 
never  been  Guscott’s  way.  “I  walk  on 
a  field  and  I’m  excited  because  I  don’t 
know  what  foe  hell’s  going  to 
happen.  I’ve  got  to  the  stage  now 


where,  every  time  I 
receive  foe  ball.  111 
tty  to  take  the  great¬ 
est  advantage  of 
what’s  on.  do  what  I 
feel  like  at  the  time 
—  no  stupid  mis¬ 
takes  but  no  game- 
plan  either,  just 
enjoy  the  moment" 

If  that  happens, 
then  Guscott  will  be 
back  in  an  England 
shirt  after  spending 
a  season  among  the 
replacements.  There 
are  few  players  so 
gifted  at  creation  in  the  crowded  area 
of  rugby's  midfield,  but  he  acknowl¬ 
edges  himself  that  he  derived  little 
enjoyment  during  the  two  years 
leading  up  to  the  1995  World  Cup, 
when  recovery  from  a  groin  injury 
and  fundamental  law  changes 
worked  in  tandem  against  him. 

That  changed  last  season  when 
Bath,  where  he  has  played  since 
being  initiated  into  mini-rugby  as  a 
seven-year-old,  threw  off  their  inter¬ 
nal  problems  and  produced  a  glitter¬ 
ing  cascade  of  matches.  It  confirmed 
that  Guscott  would  tour  South  Africa 
with  the  Lions  during  the  summer 
and  that  eight-week  experience 
proved  the  most  intense  of  his  career. 

The  demands  of  training,  the 


DAVID 

HANDS 


discipline  self-im¬ 
posed  by  the  whole 
group  and  the 
spotlight  under 
which  rugby  is 
played  in  that 
country  left  play¬ 
ers  drained  and 
Guscott  himself 
with  a  broken 
arm. 

“You  have  to  ac¬ 
cept  that  discipline 
over  an  eight-week 
period,  but  there’s 
no  way  you  could 
accept  it  all  season, 
you  wouldn’t  have 
any  squad  mem¬ 
bers  left,"  he  said. 
“I  thoroughly  en¬ 
joyed  the  trip,  but 
sometimes,  when  I 
wanted  to  go  out 
and  relax,  l 
couldn’t.  In  the  previous  two  tours, 
you  might  have  got  away  with  it  —  no 
chance  now.  That's  why  I  seriously 
consider  whether  I  would  go  on 
another  tour,  the  main  reason  being 
how  could  you  get  bigger  than 
winning  a  series  in  South  Africa  with 
the  Lions?” 

Bigger,  indeed,  than  dropping  the 
goal  that  secured  victory  in  foe 
second  international  in  Durban,  a 
score  that  Guscott  confesses  super¬ 
sedes  anything  else  in  his  memory, 
even  though  the  game  was  one  of 
almost  incessant  defence.  “Touring  is 
different  to  playing  for  your  club  or 
playing  for  England.  If  I  had  to  play 
like  that  in  the  five  nations’,  I  would 
get  halfway  Through  and  retire. 


"1  have  no  wish  to  play  rugby  like 
that  over  a  long  period.  You  have  to 
accept  it  on  tour  and  any  disappoint¬ 
ment  we  felt  in  the  way  we  played  in 
the  first  two  Tests  was  smashed  to 
smithereens  by  winning  the  series. 
But  I  don’t  believe  in  this  concept  of 
entertainment.  If  a  game  becomes 
entertaining,  that’s  luck,  but  my 
main  motivation  is  going  out  and 
playing  as  well  as  I  can." 

Whatever  he  is  doing  —  spending 
time  with  his  family,  playing  rugby, 
expanding  his  experience  in  com¬ 
mentary  for  Radio  5  Live's  sports 
department,  acting  as  a  spokesperson 
for  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  Award 
scheme  —  he  gives  it  his  full 
attention.  Indeed,  he  would  be 
delighted  to  be  playing  rugby  but  his 
arm  injury’,  followed  by  a  strained 
back  muscle,  have  kept  him  out 

For  Gusoott,  life  is  a  series  of  pared- 
down  consequences.  Performance  on 
the  field  comes  first  and,  if  that  goes 
well,  other  benefits  follow,  commer¬ 
cial  opportunities  that  he  examines 
carefully  before  committing  himself. 
Guscott  hates  endless  analysis:  he  is 
a  creature  of  the  present,  playing 
what  he  believes  to  be  a  simple, 
uncomplicated  game. 

“Seriously,  I  couldn’t  tell  you  what 
III  be  doing  in  three  years’  time,”  he 
said.  "I’ve  never  had  a  long-term 
plan.  The  only  thing  that’s  really 
solid  is  foe  rugby  conn-act"  And 
those  roots  in  Bath. 


ON  MONDAY 


Jeremy  Guscott  describes  foe 
moment  when  his  dropped  goal 
won  foe  series  in  South  Africa 


SHOULD  Wasps,  the  English 
champions,  complete  this 
weekend's  Heineken  Cup  pool 
matches  by  beating  Swansea 
at  Loftus  Road  tomorrow,  they 
will  go  through  to  the  quarter¬ 
final  draw  on  Tuesday  as  the 
only  unbeaten  team  in  the 
competition  (David  Hands 
writes).  Given  Swansea's  dire 
inconsistency,  few  would  bet 
against  it,  but  Nigel  Melville 
has  told  his  players  that  this 
game  is,  in  effect,  Swansea’s 
cup  final. 

“You  cannot  afford  any  slip¬ 
ups  that  could  lead  to  catching 


Wasps  in  pursuit  of  perfect  record 


foe  losing  habit."  Melville, 
director  of  rugby  at  Wasps, 
said.  He  has  called  up  Martyn 
Wood  at  scrum  half  and 
Simon  Shaw,  the  England 
lock,  returns  to  partner 
Damian  Cronin  in  a  pack 
where  Dugald  Macer  gets  a 
relatively  rare  outing  at 
hooker. 

Leicester  know  that  nothing 
less  than  a  convincing  win 
over  Milan  in  Calvisano  will 


do  if  they  are  to  be  involved  in 
the  play-offs  far  quarter-final 
places  over  the  weekend  of 
November  1-2.  Their  midfield, 
pinpointed  as  an  area  of 
weakness  against  Toulouse 
last  week,  sees  the  return  of 
Joel  Stransky  alongside  Niall 
Malone  while  Neil  Back  rests 
an  ankle  injury  and  Eric 
Miller  switches  to  foe  open- 
side  flank. 

Keith  Wood  leads  Harle¬ 


quins  against  Munster,  his 
former  province,  at  Thomond 
Park  in  the  hope  that  he  does 
not  receive  foe  treatment  met¬ 
ed  out  by  Mick  Galwey  in  the 
first  game  between  foe  two 
sides:  Galwey "s  punch  left 
Wood  distinctly  groggy, 
though  that  inddenr  received 
no  more  than  passing  atten¬ 
tion  compared  with  foe  out¬ 
break  of  violence  elsewhere  in 
the  tournament. 


That  drew  an  unwanted 
spotlight  on  Pontypridd,  who 
will  lay  aside  their  administra¬ 
tive  problems  this  afternoon  in 
the  hope  that  they  can  win  in 
Bath.  The  disrepute  charge 
levelled  at  Dale  McIntosh, 
their  No  8.  after  the  first 
meeting  with  Brive  is  likely  to 
be  heard  by  European  Rugby 
Cup  officials  on  Tuesday:  they 
must  also  deal  with  Ponty¬ 
pridd’s  request  for  a  reduction 


in  the  level  of  the  fine  imposed 
after  that  same  game  in  Brive. 

That  will  be  of  little  concern 
to  Bath,  who  are  desperate  io 
recover  after  their  roasting  in 
Brive  last  weekend.  Victory 
would  bring  with  it  a  home 
quarter-final,  against  a  Ponty¬ 
pridd  team  misting  David 
Manley  and  Geraint  Lewis 
from  their  wings;  Jason  Lee 
plays  instead  while  Bath  will 
field  Jon  Sleightholme  in  the 
knowledge  that  their  asking 
price  for  his  transfer. 
£100,000,  has  already  been 
condemned  as  “silly"  money. 


ALFRED  DUNHILL 

LONDON 

Alfred  Dunhill  watches  are  available  at  Alfred  Dunhill,  48  Jermyn  Street  SW1, 

5  Royal  Exchange  ec3,  Harrods,  Selfridges  and  leading  jewellers  nationwide.  For  stockist 
DETAILS  TELEPHONE  CUSTOMER  SERVICES  ON  0171  290  8600.  PRICES  START  AT  £450. 


The  New  Millennium  Watch 
The  New  Centenary  Faceted  Watch 
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THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  11 1997 


By  Richard  Evans 

R ACINI'  CORRESPONDENT 


RACING:  CHANNEL  4  COUNTERS  LOSS  OF  YORK  PROGRAMME  BY  COVERING  NATIONAL  HUNT  CARDS  AT  BANGOR  AND  WORCESTER 

Ro 

a 

crowning  glory 


Dr  Fong  has  grounds  for  optimism 

.0  D  IAU  HPRfiFBT  /  At 


fhe 


AFTER  a  week  when 
doping  of  horses  and  fires  at  a 
top  Newmarket  yard  have 
aiven  racing  an  unwanted 
Taste  of  real-life  Dick  Francis, 
punters  at  Ascot  this  afternoon 
stand  every  chance  of  being 
fleeced  —  albeit  legitimately. 

Almost  I*  inches  of  rain 
has  produced  heavy  going 
and.  if  the  forecast  is  accurate, 
it  is  in  danger  of  becoming  a 
quasmire  —  which  limits  the 
form  book's  value  in  the 
search  for  winners. 

Lasr  weekend  backers  en¬ 
joyed  a  field  day  at  bookmak- 
expense.  courtesy  of 


ers 


Pasternak  in  ihe  Cambridge¬ 
shire  and  Rtinrre  Celebre  in 
the  Prix  de  l‘Arc  de  Triompbe. 
but  the  layers  wifi  be  confident 
of  recouping  losses  today. 


RICHARD  EVANS 


Nap:  MYRTLE  QUEST 
[5.15  Ascot) 

Next  best  Destin  D'Estnrval 
(4.30  Worcester) 


Few  of  the  runners  taive 
encountered  such  stamina- 
sapping  ground,  and  al¬ 
though  a  horse's  breeding  and 
action  offer  some  clues  as  ro  its 
ability  to  cope  with  the  mud, 
an  element  or  guesswork  re¬ 
mains.  The  McGee  Group 
Autumn  Stakes  (BBCl.  ZOO)  is 
a  case  in  paint.  Rabah,  the 
form  choice  on  his  second  to 
the  useful  Lend  A  Hand  at 
Doncaster,  has  never  encoun¬ 
tered  ground  softer  than  good, 
but  Nashwan's  progeny  usu¬ 
ally  enjoy  some  ease.  Evening 
World  and  Equity  Princess 
have  proved  they  can  act  on 
soft  bur  have  not  produced  the 
level  of  form  of  their  rivals. 

Dr  Fong  beat  the  strongly 
fancied  Distant  Mirage  on  his 
debut  at  Newbury,  having 
missed  the  break  before  run- 


bangor 

CHANNEL 4 

3.10;  Vintage  Taittinger  has 
had  a  busy  time  during  the 
summer,  winning  three  times, 
but  the  handicapper  may  have 
caught  up  with  him  judged  by 
his  most  recent  nm.  and  the 
likely  favourite  could  be  ■vul¬ 
nerable.  Richard  Dunwoody 

ts  an  interesting  booking  for 
Carrolls  Rods,  who  was  with 
Aidan  O'Brien  last  season. 
Placed  in  bumpers  and  a 
chase,  he  is  at  the  right  end  of 
the  handicap. 


TODAY'S  RACES 
ON  TELEVISION 


WORCESTER 


3.40:  Real  Tonic  can  defy  top 
weight  under  Richard  Dun- 
woody.  He  took  time  to  recov¬ 
er  from  felling  oh  his  chasing 
debut  last  season  but  got  die 
hang  of  jumping  by  the 
backend  and  looks  the  sort  to 
run  up  a  sequence. 


3.25:  Euphoric  Illusion's  hur-. 
dling  remains  suspect  and  cost 
him  dearly  at  Bangor  last 
time.  A  dear  round  would  give 
him  a  sound  chance.  How¬ 
ever.  Bamapoor  won  with  a 
ton  in  hand  under  top  weight, 
at  Hereford  nine  days  ago  and 
is  capable  of  following ‘up  off  a 
31b  higher  mark. 


m 


Jafh.  second  right,  comes  with  a  late  run  to  defeat  Dancing  Drop  and  Blessed  Spirit  left  in  the  Bonusprint  October  Stakes  at  Ascot  yesterday 


ning  on  strongly  inside  rhe 
final  furlong.  The  Henry  Cec¬ 
il-trained  runner,  who  cost 
$425,000  as  a  yearling,  will 
relish  today's  extra  furlong 
and  should  handle  the  going, 
bring  by  Kris.  Dr  Fong 
worked  well  on  the  AJ 
Bahathri  gallop  last  Saturday 
and  can  oblige. 

Land  Of  Dreams  hardly 
came  off  the  bridle  when 
landing  the  Flying  Childers 
Stakes  at  Doncaster  and  the 
Cadeaux  Genereux  filly  had 
previously  run  well  enough  on 
good  to  soft  ground.  However, 
she  might  be  worth  opposing 


on  this  surface  in  the  Wtilmon 
Dixon  Comwal  lis  Stakes 
(230).  especially  given  her 
draw  towards  the  middle  of 
the  track. 

Regal  Revolution,  who  cost 
3,000  guineas  as  a  yearling, 
has  been  the  bargain  buy  of 
the  season  and  her  listed  race 
success  at  Ayr  three  weeks  ago 
was  her  fifth  victory  of  the 
season.  Refer  Wahyyn’s  tough 
filly  likes  to  race  prominently 
and  enjoys  easy  ground,  but 
the  draw  is  a  worry.  Lady 
Alexander,  winner  of  the 
Molecomb  Stakes  at  Good¬ 
wood.  failed  to  stay  seven 


furlongs  last  time  and  should 
be  more  at  home  over  this  stiff 
five.  Proven  on  soft  ground, 
she  is  well  drawn  and  is  just 
preferred  to  Halmahera. 

The  classic  generation  has 
found  h  tough  against  older 
horses  for  much  of  this  season 
and  it  would  no  surprise  to  see 
Reine  Wells,  a  four-year-old 
French  raider,  fight  out  the 
finish  of  the  Princess  RqyaJ 
Stakes  (3.00)  with  Snow  Prin¬ 
cess.  the  Lord  Huntingdon 
trained  five-year-old.  Al¬ 
though  without  a  win  this 
term.  Snow  Princess  ran  her 
best  race  last  time  on  unsuit¬ 


ably  fast  ground  behind  Book 
At  Bedtime.  Today's  ground 
and  trip  should  be  ideal 

Arizzi  has  the  plum  draw  in 
the  Wtilmott  Dixon  Handicap 
(335)  and,  despite  stepping 
back  in  trip,  is  sure  to  make  a 
bold  show.  However.  Sur¬ 
prise  Mission  is  proven  on 
heavy  ground;  having  won  in 
a  canter  at  Chester  in  May. 
and  Olivier  Peslier  is  an  eye¬ 
catching  booking  for  Lynda 
Ramsden’5  well -handicapped 
runner. 

Away  from  the  gaze  of  the 
television  cameras.  Myrtle 
Quest  makes  considerable  ap¬ 


peal  in  the  Duke  Of  Edin¬ 
burgh  Handicap  (5.15)  given 
the  way  he  won  at  Kempton  19 
days  ago.  Roger  Chariton  had 
thought  the  Rainbow  Quest 
gelding  needed  middle  dis¬ 
tances,  but  the  five-year-old 
appreciated  bring  returned  to 
a  mile  at  the  S unbury  course 
when  winning,  from  Polish 
Rhythm,  who  subsequently 
ran  a  cracker  in  listed  com¬ 
pany  at  Newmarket  Raised 
just  4b,  Myrtle  Quest  should 
relish  the  conditions. 


4.15:  Millcroft  Riviera  has  the 
advantage  of  having  won  over 
fences  and  he  looked  far  from 
wound  up  when  obliging  at, 
Exeter  a  month  ago.  However, 
Robert  Alner’s  runner  was  not 
in  the  same  league  as  Royal 
York  over  hurdles,  and  Gor¬ 
don  Richards's  mare  looks 
more  than  capable  of  making 
a  winning  start  over  the  larger 
obstacles.  Her  front-running 
style  is  ideally  suited  to  this 
tight  track. 


Comani'S  second  fire,  page  7 
William  Hffl  sold,  page  27 


430:  Rythm  Rock  showed 
sufficient  in  just  two  starts  for 
David  Gandolfo.  after  a  move 
from  Ireland,  to  suggest  he 
can  open  his  account  here  and 
provide  Dunwoody  with  yet 
another  winner.  The  form  he 
showed  when  second  at 
Towoester  and  third  at 
Uttoxeter  is  .  better  than  any¬ 
thing  else  on  offer.  Follow  De 
Call  won  a  weak  race  over 
course  and  distance  last 
month  and  Raining  Stairs 
looks  a  bigger  danger. 


430:  Destin  .  D’Estruval 
hacked  up  over  course  and 
distance  on  his  final  start  last 
term.  The  six-year-old  looked 
in  good  trim  on  David  Nichol¬ 
son's  gallops  on  Wednesday 
when  working  alongside  Vi¬ 
king  Flagship  and  should  be 
fit  enough  to  do  himself  jus¬ 
tice.  Fine  Thyne  took  well  to 
chasing  last  season,  winning 
three  times  at  Kempton.  and  is 
normally  a  sound  jumper. 


Richard  Evans 


ASCOT 


THUNDERER 

3.35  Repertory 
4.10  HERITAGE  (nap) 
4.40  Chips 
5.15  Myrtle  Quest 


ZOO  Equity  Princess 
2.30  Thanksgiving 
3.00  Snow  Princess 
Timekeeper's  top  rating:  2.30  REGAL  REVOLUTION. 

Our  Newmarket  Correspondent  ZOO  Dr  Fong.  3.00  Bombazine. 


4.10  WINTER  ROMANCE  (nap). 


GUIDE  TO  OUR  RACECARD 
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GOING.  HEAVY 
TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING 


DRAW:  5F-1M  STR.  LOW  NUMBERS  BEST 

SIS 


2.00  MCGEE  GROUP  AUTUMN  STAKES 

(2-Y-O:  El  2.429-  1m  md)  (4  runners) 
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FORM  FOCUS 


Fora  Stal  I 

Vmi  Evermg  WorW  5!  3rd  to  Duck  Ro*  a  tm  HewCory  la-s 
rsetti  Rabah  :  2nd  to  Lend  A  Hand  ir.  In;  nwser/ 


>%zeA  U  Equtfj  Pmcas  sea  CwiiS*  ’-41  i.i  Im  Ayr  maiden  (good  to  rail) 
RABAH  ijrr-r^jp  m  a  hoi  m ason.  can  return  u  *wurq  wr- 


2.30  WIUM0TT  DIXON  C0RHWALUS  STAKES 

(Group  ill  2-Y-0:  £23.240-  51)  (14  runners) 
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1W5.  EASYCAU.  3-a  V  Tettrii  ni-:t  5  Met-sn  11  rjr. 
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FORM  FOCUS 


Land  01  Dreams  Tlppra  Boy  (80  bene  c«i  in  3 

Ouzxso  ('pod  ro  firml  *i5i  Bannrqtam  Bbde 

_ _  _  (bit  trt«r  oil;  S**i  5lh  Bold  Edge  5AH  2n)  id  De'erren:  in  il 

3arii. ct  ’.‘On-  igiidi  Himztera  baa  it  All  Petene  Ml  in  51  Ayr  tied  staM;  'good  h:  icfli 
Lent Kffryre  ;p-  is  m  6i  »cni  ywp a  stans igondr  Pire Condctercie  na^  2nd 

?  Ljfy  ir.  £*  stys:  'good;  Lady  Ateander  31  7ih  lo  Taraocon  m  7t  Curragh  gmiD  I 
rr.as  s^iii  L  Sa  3!  c 1 5  to  SW«?r  m  5M  cnaraily  giaup  m  Sa>ss  igr.^o.-  Mrs 
bblaprog  tm  Zjzrixd  H  .r.  5!  Caffe net  mslv,  (gaad)  Regal  Reroiriart  S ogt.ih  Roq 
-  £!  !.!’:es  j-iris  iyjf.  lo  3tti  wih  ttanfegwmg  (20  wra  oi*i  zw.  ?rc 

LAND  OF  0R5AMS  *a:  poS  cw  ilns  bo  Iei  time  and  is  sure  '?  go 


3.00  PRINCESS  ROYAL  STAKES 

(Group  HI’  £3'  4ED.  '.7i  4!i  (7  ronnsr;) 


i.  3T-S3J5  ^ITc  63  IDS/  i.-“-3a  Pie^  3  «  S.>  ?  Buy  I1*}  i  CudW 

‘.4-0^:  SC-V  =H!»2 53  31  (07.2.^  1 « LiK MitKtjSf  » ■<> n  MJCiUw  1C1 
iT-  &C34P1  AiCPlAU  'L  "K-tc.  ?  rm ny  3-i-7  hi  Fite  37 

Ji3  2PU9AZ3IIG  3  l5r  Z  L  Curj>.  V8-7  JSoo  :01 

i’t-  -KMfld  DSJLAH !3  P/Sl  fWxn Wl  M ?  4-."  OPe^io  57 

OKSfi  -ASS  n  ID f.S>  'A  3-jSjem  :  Lea-  J 6  r  .  .  r  Ourr.n  roe 

£.■  ,-i;  y&r.  SAAWA  ::  IT|  i  a.vjiuun; :  C  TJa  l-:-r  .  L  tvr.w  [T53 

tETJU.-LL  M  Li'f,:  i:  !.f.  5-1  OaitSi  f-i  Stcr. 

\VA  766  AUOT.-eD  1-2-7  ;  »Bd  !1W-  M  Z'M r.  if  un 


S2 


F0RMH3CUS 


Sara  Welts  Evil  5*  ra  'ffl'i'zxte  Allan  ir.  Tm3:sr  Pexr.-iir 
^Dup  il  :Jak£i  (joodr  S«r#  F’rincess  4’t:  ®  t:  2a1 
Z&.m  ir  lrr6>!  Datasa  jicu?  U  (crid  *c  i  m; 
'feRda&'-s  2!  'ni  :o  E>'ii  ;r.  i: vst  fspmSh  Wa  date  rraod  fo  tost  Cncefei  Lass 
•*j  L  t  •:  S-C:  :r  r;  -  A:cr:'  sales  (good  to  I'm;,  afli  Defiah  item's:  ■«!  Saafeya 
ie£  -  I-.  ;.T.r*l  HljCKi  Ml;?;  tiLT&GQ  1 550?  13  !KlH 


SUCSFU.  LASS  ps  li'jtfseJ  qK  by  Ftiee  hsrt  lii  time  cai  go  ore  Lata 


j  COURSE  SPECIALISTS 

•Ai.z  te 

> 

JOCKF/S 

tfsm 

RtJ?. 

f9 

b  « 

U5 

Ci  Pone 

5 

40 

me 

IxSh 

:s  57 

Idb 

L  DsWi 

t: 

2m 

:6; 

J  :--r.= 

S  1a3 

i7.b 

U  ¥am 

2i 

173 

16  2 

17  9s 

UI 

I  O^nn 

X 

3:2 

■  j  r 

■  ■  wmm 

3  15 

'55 

R  »JU 

IS 

133 

a  3 

York  called  off  again 


THE  meeting  scheduled  for  York  today  has  been  called  off 
because  parts  of  the  course  remain  unfit  after  heavy  rain.  The 
clerk  of  the  course,  John  Smith,  said:  “We  had  good  drying 
weather  overnight  but  there  are  patches  of  false  ground  and,  in 
the  interests  of  safety,  we  couldn't  take  the  risk.  Some  of  Ihe 
patches  are  in  the  straight  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  doll 
them  off."  York's  meeting  on  Thursday  was  also  cancelled. 


3.35  WILUIOTT  DIXON  HANDICAP 

(El  8,238: 51)  (13ranners] 


«i 

402 

403 
«4 
405 
40fi 

407 

408 

an 

410 

411 

412 


110)  0818501  TEDBCRRQW  13  tCQJ51  (P  Omni  E  Attn  5- >0-0  . K  Mon 

19)0000044  CflOFT POOL 9 tO^jGl (CDWTViwfe Ctoa LWI J Gtaer 6-9-13  GCtev 
til  1Z-2024  MBS 21  (FJiCtaaw) CEgetan . .  LDennt 

111) 0620510  RUTS  PET  21  (BA&S)  (Bradgafc  P9rJ  R  Haran  34-8  .  C  Lowber  (5) 

(Si  8002306  OAnCETHEMSHTMTAY  8  (DJ 5)  (&  Boday)  8  Uaten  3-8-7 - J  Rod 

12)  5320010  PAT5Y  GRBIES  0  (D.F.GS)  (J  Grbxxs)  J  S  Itoe  W  PPMurj*y{3) 

(31  1144330  SJfiPRtSE  VB90h  31  (Di.S^)  lt>  Barftertlai  U-. ;  ftarafai  5-3-.’ .  J  fixture 
(4)5333012  ANSB1MAN 14  (BilF.G^)  (Aroehs  d  Vbttmfl  J  Bore  7-8-2  PFasseyffl  IrS 

(81  4000030  REPD7I0RV  31  (DJj}  IM  Sanfenl  M  Sarndos  4-8-2 -  .  S  Drwwe  IM 

(Br  1 126012  BSTMCTOE  DREAM  7  (8J)f,G)  (K  hory)  K  hot  3-8-2  Itortm  Dwyer  104 

IW  I084OT6  60t6MVA££B4(WJ)LF.aS>1Sqw>f  Ttew  WJIIussca  W-l  -  TSpnte  107 
(7)  4341224  SHALSTAYH0LY 9  (DfSS)  (J B  R Le«c Ud}  G  L Moore  3-7-12  -  JO*n  103 
413  (13)  4205313  LEVBIFfl  7  fffjiffi)  iMirtf*  Ud)  U  Oorron  3-7-10  .  .  B  Run*  (3)  103 
Long  handcan  Lndlad  7-8. 

8E77MC:  9-2  AxA  5-1  Suqnse  UlKtei  7-1  SWajixW.  Tad tunw.  8-1  Patsy  Grew*  1C-)  ArttelnaD. 
Otdmfln*  Dream.  Gone  Sngg  Axt's  Pit  12-1  CreB  Pod.  >*-1  LvwOed.  20-1  otn 
1996:  TAttO  M-12  U  Bate*  (20-1)  M  Johnstei  17  ran 


FPRMrfOCUS- 


Tertrenouf  heal  CtowtaJ  Avenue  21  in  51  tort  handro?  (good  lo 
torn)  Cralt  Pool  2HI  «h  to  OssJnnq  Blue  ui  S  Metmote  Wed 
■dates  (good)  Aztzzj [2V4I  4d>  to  nWnrood  Flower  m  61  A 


neck  2nd  lo  Palsy  Grtnas  (2b  mrse  oft)  m  5(  Haydock  hanrScap  (good  m  Aon)  Repertory  fiWi 
14th  to  Ctashteg  Blue  in  5»t  Donate  handicap  (good  la  turn)  win  Suniise  Mtsson  (lexeisj  9VI 
20th  Disthdive  Dream  rack  2nd  to  At  lage  n  H  Noongtwn  handle?  (good  tc  finrj  with 
Leveted  (lb  muse  off)  1i»i  3rd.  Gone  Savage  31 6#i  to  Tadeo  in  5t  Newirarka  handicap  (.good  !a 
Trim)  Shalstayhoiy  II  41b  to  Don  run!  Air  In  51  Newmartfl  handicap  (good) 

THMURROW  can  owrtome  a  5D>  nse  in  the  fcmJicap  an«  h:s  l3ri  im  rare 


4.1 0  FINANCIAL  DYNAMICS  RATED  HANDICAP 

(£12.521:  Im  2f)  (1 1  runners) 


cn  0110211  OAWSH  JWAPSDpr  17  (D.f£l  (C  H»dw  lady  Herr*  4-9J  . 
>T|  -441213  WWTER  ROMANCE  21  (CO^)  IM  i-eteMami  £  tafte  4-?4 
(4j  -300603  WLCIAM  20  0.D/.OS)  (T  Oumn  ?  ttM  0-9-3 
15)  51010-3  GRffiGTEM  168  (DJ.G)  l3*»  Mdaremee]  J  GrrWSi  *-94: 
rill  2-21102  ALEZAL  29  <S)  IH  Socawi  43aws  3-S-ll  . 

ISi  -231111  EoHnAAL  16  (h  4J*ildaj>r,  J  Ounce  3-MO  ... 
(9!  5001210  ANOT>€R  PUe  7  (D.F£)  >D  SJi«ani  3  Woods 
Hr  0120002  UMBERTO  21  (OlFJS)  rS  41  rtunsor  V  Scare  4-Z-7  ...  . 
rii  4130004  PR8WB1  BAY  16  (0B5I  iPrtw  CarMj  P  tfems  .’-M 
'10)  4-3)100  HEWTACE  37  ISf  .CXi  (H^ctee  Ixjng  US)  J  teJX  .'-9-3  . 
tZV  60-2112  CUGRA  30  (05)  fffcs  B  Cm*)  G  BaiOrg  M-3 
Lmg  haodcap  '.arWerrc  7-13.  Cugna  7-13 
BETTING'  3-1  MezH  5-1  £adud.  Wrier  forrsma  6-1  Hsnage 
:;-l  iflcte  Time.  )4-i  Gres nvteS  Pima  Bay.  i0-1  IcrtedJ 

1996:  PMPBt  BLUE  l-c-2  3  Sandas  112-1)  T  *>',  6  tar. 
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PadcOtry 
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£11 


3un?*s»  03 


’■1  ttilora.  J-i  L^rz.  irs.*1 : 


Damsh  Rhapsody  beat  Proper  aloe  ’til  m  V.im  Gcc2*c^:  :-us! 
(good  lo  i«rm)  Winter  Romance  *:■?]  2rt  c  i‘£a:  d 

_ _ 1m3t  Ayr  Wed  states  (qwd  lo  soi*i  Wtanra  o  2.1 1:  £ ft." 

SiTds  tn  ivSm  Kempton  states  ‘good)  Greenstead  181 3rd  to  Harboj;  Does  c.  i".5r. -  s^-ss 


FORM  FOCUS 


i  riewTiaitei  hffldroat  igood :  _  .  . 

lo  Sharp  Consul  m  1  ’4m  Newbury  handicap  (good  b  ftrmi  Hertege  34i  7*  b  Cw"  m  :>rr, 
Tils  handicap  IsoDj  Cugna  21  3x1  to  Bma  Gardens  m  1’*m  Chetsb*  ftire:  ra-as  '^oji 


ESKKAAL  is  sure  to  mate  bold  b«d  to  complete  a  fce-irzr 


4.40 


HYPERION  CONDITIONS  STAKES  (2-Y-0.  £7.1 73  7f)  (5  runnstsi 


raj  3121010  CWS  21  (D/.G)  (lasnoo  VoO  0  E&wwtt  9-5  ... 

>2)  16  JAZZ  CUJB  53  (F|  CA  Far.Ji  ntPZOe  5-1  i  .  .  .  . 

>3i  2016400  BATSVWtG  33  (35)  rP  Wter.i  U  Wade  5-11  .  . . 

14*  10  LA-fAAH  53  (CS)  (H  aMteCuli)  3  WU  5-1 1  .  . 

-(>5122503  SMOOTH  SA6MG 24  rB5)  (A PamSil  f  UoAiMfe  8-t: 
BETTING.  2-1  Cftir-.  9-<  u-fase  11-4  Jia  Cua  6-1  3noom  Sumj.  14-1  3 

1996  ANDREYEV  M3  U  J  hrwe  (100-36;  R  Kxn?  6  y 
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0  Pester  98 
TCust  57 
KFa&r  84 
R  )Cs  30 

.  .irbc  ran 


FORM  FOCUS 


i  i«  7m  m  usa  m  71  Lartgcham;  paup  I  sates  ,71a!.  4sz 

I3i  6i»t  to  Saratoca  Soncg;  in  71  Van  ssn  -'ysir  **■  La- 
Faah  ileyds'i  ISI  TBi  Batswng  W.  Sbi  to  it£rxsa  v  5'  Ayr 


Wed  sates  'good  to  vtf)  Smorffli  Sxtng  El  3rd  to  Saieen  in  im  Sincnmi  'Xtr.  ■’yr.Z ::  l-roii 
CHIPS  mil  apprecuJ?  Sns  drop  n  cto 


5.1 5  DUKE  OF  EDINBURGH  HANDICAP 

(£9.378;  im  stf)  (19  runners) 


1  If,  cw:060  HELTON  ARSENAL  »  ffJSl  ■! rs*K  Foar.,  •  3««B  HM  .  R  *ers?>  i’; 
J  -6  &36tara  UUSCK  HOUSE  30  as  I  -Vj-n  VW!  Wda  4  Htna.  -S-3  .  V  fi^n 
3  itn  4J14023  WTUSHBHmWOrOGI^Kirarc  G-XStarli-Vi  .  .  i  ?«! 

*  Cl  5-31  DESERT  TRACK  84  (DE)  liMac  Uc.-anr-ja:i ;  3- 3^.  _  LCe^s. 

i  Udi  1061430  Q  FACTW  30  (0.F.S)  v  Ciiin:  j  W»3i  lores  :-J-5  5  Crewre 

£  :’£i  15RR15  ROCK  FALCON  10  rBJ3.Gr  'E  ’’¥»*’  l-ifl)  rt»  Uctecsn 

7  1 3)  504-»i  MYRTLE  QUEST  19  (U  J.0)  rUs  U  S  Tate  5-  ^  .7  Spate 

i  l?iC30(Ma5  PLAN  FOR  PR0HT  56'f  Gi  ‘^ircrMrai  Pirn.  L!  Jorsa--  i-i-t  iHsirt 
«  :*!  T-fiEJO  TEST  (HE  WAlET  Z1  (C  5j  rj  Thortreir,  a  hw  3-«  .  2ifeO*iM 
*0  .-i.  (K06-50  POLAR  ECLIPSE  158  (51  ■)  i«:  B  Uettr  .48-12  .  V  TtSSS 

ir  :1)  ■32204-  7»G0  J2T  ttewowrer..  R  5*-:3  .  SPertjs: 

12  -Sr  2SSI515  A3AJSOT  20  iD  G)  :J  '/mir?  i  ahb<  U  liuarcn  3-c-!2  .  2 

13  i:A  541040  PHDHE1Z  38  iO  Si  'Vzr.  a  Saw?;  6  &M q  4-8-  J :  _  ?P  ifcnay  * 

14  <:3i  5-524  SVI^JREBOYIOiCUwi^iAww^  ..  Gfeer 

•i  (10;  OOOW  WHRl27iD.F5f'Nt^«,CcKliKn>^;.L«^i|Si«6^— 1-34  Tin 
%  Ji\  6423120  (HAMER  GOLF  TBS  2*  (V/.6)  Piw-.:  IbU  rtadi^fin  i-ir*  S  iU: 
17  ';£iOW3611  a^JS  )5 rCwaaL’ Prtsrxz la,- j “wito 4-;."  ..  ftfeSr/R 
i!  !8i  0C«W)  CNJDILLQ 30 (05l  W Hew-Aari  Wr  P  >>-,*  JC^rr 

>9  r<)  01 02-40  PRENCHAISSS  19  (Oii)  (L55  7i  n  T-T-'C  fins  tar& 

Lra-.g  lenOcair.  Cud'Mp  7-5.  rwawww-  7-5 

BTiTUK  Up He  QjZJ.  i-t  Cfsar  Trad  ."-1  Sre-twi.  i-'  4«ar/  Cur- y  5c.’ 

9n»«jc  2n.  !2-i  0  *aCar.  Sjcr^crt  an  i4-f  anen 

1?96  WCH  FREWJU  B-o-i:  A  Cu2ane  (IM)  9  ‘r-.  74  ir 


YESTERDAYS 

RESULTS 


Ascot 

Going-,  heavy 

ZOO  (Im  4f)  t.  Dauptan  (Mr  S  Durack. 
12-1):  2.  New  im  (25-1)-.  3.  Wtetecftap* 
(1M  lav)  12  i»  1’4I.  1DI  W  Muaaon. 
Tale.  £1650:  E3.10.  £550.  £1  10.  OF: 
£10650  Trio  £8510  CSF  G2S756 
TncasL-  £737.77 

Z30  (El)  I.  YVtston  Cheese  (T  Sprahs. 
8-1):  2.  Tussie  (9-1  ji-fav)-  3.  Law  Mgtt 
Out  (&-1)  Courageous M  p-lav  7  ran.  PA 
nlop  Tote  Ef 


hd  J  DtxPop  Tote  E950.  E3  00 
DP-  £1600.  CSF  £2458 


CZ10. 


3.05  lira)  1.  Jafn  (R  rtls.  5-1  jMavl:  Z 
Dandoq  Drop  (6-11.  3.  Blessed  Spilt 
i8-l)  Pateade  5.1  n-fav  10  ran.  NR- 
Apache  Star  1X1,  r*.  B  Hanbmy  Tate: 
£4  50:  £1  70.  £270  E2  30.  DP-  El  1.50 
Tno  £40.80  CSP  £30  95 
3.40  (71)  1.  Smart  Squab  U  Raid.  6-1):  Z 
Irflaj)  Kflsste  (14-)).  3.  Pay  On  Red 
M2-11  Ti^irope  11-4  lav  15  ran  NR. 
Adnwe  2H.  1 W.  Lord  Hunbrwdon.  Tote- 
J270:  £3  50.  E433.  £360  DF  £35  70 
Tno-  £579  90  CSP.  C10Z08  Trfcast 
£1525  73. 

4.15  Mm)  1  Ghafib  (R  HUk.  11-8  lav. 
Thunderer's  nap;  Z  Char-Yo  (25-1).  3 
Weei-A-Minute  (9-4).  5  ran  2J,  nk.  W  Hem 
Tew  £2*40:  £150.  £280  Dr  £2390. 
CSF.  £27  04 

4.45  dm  4(j  1.  Taurtl  (M  Ute  7-11.  2. 
Mantles  Pnnce  (14-1).  Z  Matomeo  (5-11 
Royal  Diversion  9-2  lav  13  ran  1 W.  tS  D 
Mart?/.  Tote  ££20  £250.  E*  60.  £3.90 
Dr  £.49  60  Trc  £210  30  CSP  £91  75 
Tncasf  £741  20 


520  (&n  AS >{J)  1.  Jeaew  |L  Detron.  4-1 
ftw.  Timekeeper's  lop  rabngl  2  'SaLacrro 
i6-i  •.  3  Bold  Buster  i9Z(  10  ran.  1  ‘.il.  hd 
J  Gosden.  Tote  £323.  ETBQ.  £2.10. 
£1 60  D?  £1280  Tno.  £19 10  CSF- 
•23  35  Tncser  £95  92 
Jackpot  £238.49250  (0-29  wrung 
askets.  Pool  ol  £238.49258  earned 
tarvrard  to  Ascot  today). 

Ftacepot  £91030  Quadpot  £119.00 


Carlisle 

Gong:  good  to  tom 

1.5 0  3m  llhdtel  1.  Lttde  Mss  Roiter  <D 
li-4i.  2  Fteal  Fire  ib-4  n-lavl.  3. 
C«wraa-3nTinesi6-4|[4av)  3  ran  Nk.  71 
A  Dtein.  Tcte  £3*0  DF  £4  00  CSF 
£5  IS 

220  (2m  4t  110/d  chi  t.  Ttan  Thai  iR 
Guesr,  14-ll.Z  KjngslAreomu  MO-11  (av) 
3  Gold  3te  (7-7,  6  ran.  2a.  10  Nt4o30n 
Tote  D540.  £3  50  £120  DF-  £1020 
CSFES55 


Z55  On  4)  110yd  htfiai  1.  Leap  In  The 
Dark  (A  P  McCi r/.  2-1  favl.  Z  Four  From 
Heme  19-41  3.  MeadowtecV  (33-1).  6  ran. 
4i.  7L  Wee:  L  Sddall  Tote  £2.60:  £1  50 
£120  Cr  £3  40.  CSF'  Qj  18 


320  (3m  chi  1.  Royal  Varstoon  g 
Ca^agte r.  *  9  (avi:  2  Boardrig  School 
•3-ii  3  White Diarnond|12-L|  4ran  l*.i. 
dr*  G  Moore  Tctfo  n  40  DF  CT6D 
CSF  £1  94 

4.05  i2ttt  If  hdc)  1  Cottage  Prince  (G 
Hooan  9-4).  Z  PcnCand  Sraiiroi3-l).  3. 
•Von  AppotfUed  (6-4  tev).d  ran  NR  RovaJ 
Circus  5 1  21  J  (Durnn  Tore-  C3O0.  OF. 
£3  60  CSr-fB57 

4^5  (2m4rt  Y -Marble  Man  (□  Bonttoy.  2 
II  2.  -.Vayupha  (7-4  lavr  3.  Crosa  Cannon 
:2-l/.  liar  W  Battery  F**J  ISI  9  M 
Por  Tale  £233  DF.  £2  30  CSF  ES  54 
5.10  (2m  If  flat)  1  Knightabridge  Lad 
Jahn>an.  4-1)  2.  Totom  Fate  (3-1).  3. 
Luna:  Cancer  Ml  -A  few)  BrviNR  C'Mon 
Ticyrr  3’.  91  tecs  V  WJttarrs  Tchr  £5  90: 
£160.  £2 10.  £130  DF  £740  CSF- 
£1699  Tno  £1620 


Ftecepot  £236.40  Quadpot  £20  30 


i  A 


FORM  FOCUS 


VJeSon  Maul  J*i  lift  a  Tumbicaea;  Piip  7?  Jiot-rjte 
haidiuo  U 
NnrnvVel 


neck  n  Im  rteseiaricr  rrarfai  fgtod  to  (Ira) _ 

iTOtxJ  id  f.rmj  mm  Mustek  House  l?Ib  teBs  oil)  3'A1  JCtfi  Rock  Faiccn  dl  L*"-  Tf  5  to  AraAr  o 
H  rieecidle  inrelefl  aate  (gcat  lo  Rim)  Myrtle  Quasi  bed  PoUsn  RbyiTn  U44  aim  r 
Im  I empsn  handicap  igoca  to  tom-  vntfi  Prenorwrosa  (joete^lOi  JKtl.  PSn  Fw  PtcC  ?'  2 


im  Irak  handicap- (sell)  Sycamore  Boy  9'vi  4ft  to  5ha*m  <r.  Im 

MWzffSIlBBitor  '  .  .  . . -  • 


Atrajany  Kewlsi  131 5ft  MMz  ffiil  I6to  to  Pasiem*  m  tbii:  riearakr  hatfar  rgxj  a 
Dommer  God  fane  SUt  7lh  o  Mytlcns  Mutate  Cl  H  Sassw  ftirdnaa  \^ss  to  Ira,  LnTso 
Wen  into  um r  MtfBe m  m  ,1  FofcAra  See  tetti'up  (Dm).  Czjfflto  Hi  153»  u 
Mytttve  in  ft  Ctiepslow  bandit^  igocd) 

PHOfLETIC  has  coreitao  In  sort  and  can  rflan  to  his  C« 


Huntingdon 

Georg:  good 

2.10  72m  4)  110\d  hdtei  1.  P&fBngs 
ii.'r^-caci  Brcrntjn.  10-1 )  2.  Northern  Float 
'2-1  |!-favi.  3.  Just  N  Aoe  (?-l).  Tuokw:; 
Tctat.  2-1  rt-lav.  1 1  tan  fik.  9.  G  htteoaro 
T:4tr  £12  40  £2  40  £l  40.  E2  40  DF 
£ld23  Trip  £49  70  CSF  £31.10 
2.40  I2n  S!  i  ioyd ch)  i.  Hert»n  Lodge 
•K  kVi'iarrcon.  1-2  iav>:  i  Maoh*to  i7-li. 
3.  ?urtC£fnn  ts-ii  :  ran.  3.  y  K  Batov 
Tct-.  Ci  .50.  £1.10.  £2.20.  CF.  £560.  CSF. 
5X12 

3.15  r 3m  ail  I  Fnrateigh  Bukts  (A 
Perrier  11-10  lav);  2.  Fm  Gumnar 
i  Brorrf  Dvxj  3  rar  3  ta 
Writ  L  FukpB  Tola  £2.00  DF  £200 
CSF  £3  56 


3  50  (2rn  1 10yd  hdle:  1.  Wandha  <A  S 
STTh  6-75.  r.  Star  Martet  r94r  3  he 
tier-  (6-1)  Dashmg  Dollar  C-t  lav  5  ran. 
:i.  k  Morgan  Tote  £7SC:  £222 
£213  DF  £680  CSF  0502 


*2S7&nlJ0>dch;i  Tto  Light /LHar^y 
S-2i.  2  Who's  To  Sty  1.7-21.  3  Scottnh 
Sarri>  (3-13  ta-.-|  3  tin.  1  SI.  51  A  Turn  oil 
Tar  £230.  DF.  £3.70  CSF  £B  *Q 
455  ^rr  113yd  ftori  l  GatDax  IM 
KogNc-/.  4-5  tw)  2.  Pm  B«  i33-i.  2 
Egsamd  »7-3  ia  ran  4  an  T«aon. 

Tote  £2  AC.  Cl  60  £7  30.  £1  60 
D=  £54 30  Tno  £185  10  CSF  £6*68 
SaffT"  C-mshnJ  tot  IM  was  ctsquafffted 
Is*  tel  rg  «rang  counse* 

Ptacepcc  £36.00.  Qrifrot:  £41  80. 


THUNDERER 

Z10  Jchnny-K.  2.40  Hacteetts  Cross.  3.10 
TpemancSsto.  3.40  GJenfinn  Princess.  4.15  Royal 
York.  4.50  Rythm  Rock.  5.25  Curraduff  Moll. 


GOING:  GOOD 


SIS 


2.10  THREAPW00D  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£2.369:  &n  41)  (11  runners) 

1  3112  RED  NEOC 11  (ZF)  P  flown  6-11-5 . . 


ECU  71  (ELF)  I 

146  YDUNQ  DALESMAN  25  (C.6)  A  SbEdar  4-11-4  . 


BFMdd 
T  Bw 

030-  JBKC5  PROSPBIT  219  J  j  OtWl  6-HJ-12  -  HUeEMh^ 

15J  JOHWY-X 18  (BF.S)  D  NkfioEw  M0-12 - R  Jolws* 

VK  MR  HJ06E 14  (0/.S)  U  Scanty  UH0-12 - D  Farter 

4  OflaOS7SBsjS*llonS-10-12 _ ....  _  BPtrerti 

QJriER  B  SPECIAL  96F  J  toiM  4-10-11 . — .  JCoSoty 

PlAUSUUM78aFW  0  M  Tuner  4-10-11  .  JPmHf(7) 

W4-  TOBTIBB G Wdrarb 4-10-n  .  ... . .  L Wyw 

440-  CRYSTAL  JEWEL  16B  P  Hotte.  5-10-7 - RDurwoody 

JU.SBradotar 6-107 _ C  Maude 


5-7  jbtnry-K  4-r  fiat  Net*.  5-1  Toby.  8-f  O ysat  Jnd.  5-1  Obeles.  (9-t  JTL 
14-1  Young  Datenei  16-1  olhax. 


2.40  STADC0  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3,355: 2m  IM  10yd)  (5) 

1  ZF-t  C00LTSI  lea  12  IOJvS)  n  Aha  7-11-13 _  P  Holey 

-511  FED  ON  DMS  22  (FAS)  Ha  V  WUarc.  941-8 .  Rtotwon 


3  3211  HACXETTS  CROSS  56  ipf£i  P  Eetles  9M-9  R1 

4  US53  SSUAR1H  12  (BAf.GIJffSto  8-10-13  ttcharitamn( 

5  1022  TEEJAYTTAnCH  16  (BF.F.&5)  J  Gafeta  5-10-11  -  S  Tutor  j 
2-1  Fed  Ga  Cub  5-2  Ceateen  Kero.  3-1  Hadrst  Cross.  7-1  TeoRy  naldL  8-1 
ajiaitei 


3.10  NUMARK  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£3.534. 2m  If)  (9) 


1  030-  ICS  ROBERTO  21 2KLS)  J 0$hea4-l2-0 IfedadBranan (3)  90 

l  CHS-  SMlt  CSL22F  lG.S)F  iorranS-li-fi - RJotnoa  103 

3  0P5-  Tre*W*ST018MG)0Ud»7.1J-0 - Tjertrs  89 

t  356  FSninW  519  (DflPRrdi  9-1013  _  .  II  6A»  (7)  - 

5  44V  THOTNBL 192F  S  EraMare  fi-10-12 . CUaxfe  - 

6  01-  TBffra)  413  ©WUHubo  9-10-10  . .  -  D  Pater  04 

7  350-  SOQJSR IMK 6lF J Lfadoe 4-10-5  .  .....  E (tabard (3)  106 

•  T 213  W7AGE  7V77XCS?  1 7  fflFJJ/.G)  J  &dd»  5-JD,5  S  Tqtar  (5)  I£6 

9  FOP-  CATOCUS  R0SX  166  (BFaCMBon  MCM._  ROuwoody  85 

'-2  Vintage  7sflcg*.  7-2  Conors  Rm*.  6-1  Sart  Crd.  Sddte  hbk.  7-1  Wes 
Rflfcsta  B-1  terrperl  12-1  Ttuotr.  16-1  offm 


BUNKERfiD  FIRST  TIME:  Ascot  4.40  Smooth  Safins  Bangor 
ZAOSigrraRun.  4  15  Lau^idoo  4  50 Annie's  Krtchen  Hatfiam: 
250  La  Perdoma  Worcestw*.  Z2S  Dosses  Dan  325  Vraon  Ol 
Freedom 


3.40  WILLIS  C0RR00N  HANDICAP 

CHASE  (£4,720: 3m  110yd)  (6)  - 


ac  154  (F5)  G  RUadh  7-1140  —  R  Dunmody 
I PRMCBS  77  (BF/ .R  P  Bom  8-1 1  -6  R  Jutmsm 


122 

W7 

119 


1  101-  REAL  TOMC 154 

2  P-3P  fl  pmum 

3  412-  TCPJAVAJJ)  213  ®F_0,S5  n  Ham  10-70- iff . .  R  Breaa 

4  /OP-  CMA  8TGJ1AER  296  (D/,aS)  N  T-Osrto  11-10-1 1  C  Lten^Vn  - 

5  1242  BAVB1D7  (COJ.GjS  J  0"3w 8-10-10  . .  Hdaei Bmm(3)  114 

6  432  CYRIL  HENRY  >6  (F,6)  Skan  Eato  8-10-0 _ C  Meade  .110 

7-4  Real  Tens,  3-1  Tap  JwaM.  7-2  8908. 8-1  GMnri  Pltam.  10-1  dhere. 


4.15  1HB.VDUI  MEMORIAL  TROPHY  H3 

NOVICES  CHASE  (£3.599:  2m  47}  (8) 

1  10-1  MLLCR0FT IMBTA  31  (F.G)  R  Aim  6-1 W  P  Hofcy 


HJF.G)  I 

2  30P-  FOREST  FEATH3L  ZB0  (O.GS)  C  Ytoerton  #40-1?  G  Bmfcy 

3  B3P-  LATEST  THYRE236TFoaef  7-10-12 -  B  Fenton 

4  045-  L0UBHD00 136  (BJJF.5)  R  L»  9-10-12 - LYYyre 

5  301-  MANASB224  (Dfl)SBnotetar 8-10-12  — -  RJdmon 

6  23Fy  SAXON  FAIR  S32>  (F.C^S)  H  Snentiy  8-10-12' ...  D  Pater 

7  F-62  HOLDBtS  LfiJ.43  0)  U  Ura^er  5-10-10  —  C  UeureUyn 

FflfiRW  - 


109 


8  11-5  ROYAL  YORK  120  (BFJ)E£)  G  Rkftrts  5-10-5  R  Onraoody 
9-4  Rojto  Yt»L  4-1  UH01N  ffireen.  5-1  Unate.  HdUen  fB.  6-1  etas. 


100 


4.50  GREBMLLS  INN  PARTNERSHIP  H39 
NATIONAL  HUNT  NOVICES  HURDLE  (£2.274: 2m  If)  (9) 

1  3251  FOLLOW  DE  CALL  3  (CO.G)  D  UcCan  7-11-5  _  TJanks  106 

2  004  BUM)  BOY  18  P  Hottu  MM2 - G  Tanray  - 


3BP0-  CHARLEY  LAMBERT  178  JWcke  6-10-12  ..Etfeatand 

4  64-6  RAMWG STARS  13 GAdanh 6-10-12  _ LWyer 

5  223-  RYTHM  ROCK  143  (BF)  0  SmdoBo  8-10-12  ..  R  Dunmody 

6  FTY  STARCHED  KMG  1643P  T  YtaB  12-10-12 _ GayLyms 

T  300  TREAT  ME  BOLD  94  P  Boeoi  5-10-12  R 

8  VD-  THE SBXTSBOimjKCtamaK 7-10-7 H Massey O) 

94P2R  AffCS  KTTCHBf  1 1  (V)  If  Snrenby  4-104  .  ...  DPa& 


110 


Johraon  81 


90 


64  Rytn  Rock.  4-1  RaOTag  Saks.  Eodore  De  CbI.  8-1  Bi*o  Boy.  10-1  aim 


5.25  BANB0R  MARES  0W.Y  STANDARD  OPEN 

NATIONAL  HUNT  FLAT  RACE  (£1 ,298:  2m  If)  (18) 


120-  QfflUW MOLL 213 (p.65) NT-Q»tos 6-11-7  _  CUtenBrn 

AOCORQRW  BUTE  R  Mtafnise  5-11-41 . .  IVVyv 

BARTON  WC  S  Broctatei  5-T1-0  . —  U»  H  Braokdmr  (7) 

OLWUYBi LADY QBace 5-11-0  .  _ _ Litem 

5  EllOPASSOf?  28 1  Barney  S-114) . BFater 

SO"  U^KWrafiDPRESS 340 DGradete 5-11-0  SteMelBdai 

0  PIWIE LACE 28 HHnre 5-11-0 . BPmnl 

RHJHAKBIO  Brace 6-11-0 _ MrSDmck(7) 

P0  UNA’S  AOVEKTURE 105 1  Ekoan 5-11-0  .  MrABROT 

AMERT0N  )EATH  B  Baaqh  4-10-13 . .  GsyL«a 

BOM.  OF  60U)UsTy%BteB  4-KM3 _ nJ*n™ 

CHAT  W  THE  BCKCOwob  4-10-13 . .  MBenr(71 

BflJYSOE  «  6  Mliae  4-10-13 _ JFtowm 

0  JA0U£SaflL16PHdite4-lM3  . ROuwoody 

05  JOWODYlS  lbs  D  Thoncrei  4-W-13 _ .  0  Ms 

3  SSKSS^?^.4-'®-'3 . -  fi7*™y 

MSS  WKteS  UWC  Wlitel*-lH-l3  . GBodtef 

RM4MW(3) 


0  PB9M£T  45  MStewaal  4-10-13 

U4  Cwad a»  Uofl.  9-2  Mutoidge  Latr.  7-1  Ldsctem  Emmas  8-1  Raid  01 
Md.  HM  Sanaa  Ode.  Chat  toll?  Baa.  1?-i 


BANGOR 

SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS:  D  ttehoteort.  15  winners 
bom  48  rumers.  31 3%.  C  BrooLs.  6  horn 
SO.  30  Ot.  P  Hobbs.  6  from  22. 27  3%.  D 
GandaBo.  7  from  29.  24 1%.  C  Maw.  d 
ham  19.  21  1%,  N  Twferon-Dawes,  12 
from  68.  f7  6%.  G  Richards.  IS  from  86. 
17.4V 

JOCKEYS:  R  Dunwoody.  27  wmners 
from  84  ndes.  3Z1^  G  Bradtay.  7  from 
22.  3!  ffs,.  C  Uewrtyn.  to  from  57. 
17.5%.  R  Johnson.  S  bom  *1. 122*.  L 
YVyet.  3  hom  25.  IZ0V  LHarvmr.  3  from 
27. 11  1% 


RACING  NEXT  WEEK 


MONDAY:  Ayr  (lira  race.  220). 
Leicester  (200/.  Nowroo  Abbot  (Z 10) 
TUESDAY:  Ayr  i220),  Itfeest*-  (200). 
Secgefcti  (2.10a. 

WEDNESDAY:  Haydock  PatH  (200). 
Nofflngham  (2  10).  Wcthstjy  (220) 
THURSDAY:  Newmarkst  (C4.  130). 
CdOerick  {2.10).  Taunton  il,45>. 
FRIDAY:  Nswmaricet  (C4. 
Casern*  (2 10).  hieratord  (i  <JS) 
SATURDAY:  Neuonarfcet  (C*. 
Redcar  ice.  215).  Wbteerhi., 
(AW.  7  00).  Kelso  (2  00).  Kempton 
G3JL  Shaicid  (230) 

Rat  moobr^s  n  bold 


130). 


1  40). 


RACE 

■BSlIill 

[iIne 

1  COW-ltNTARY 

ASCOT 

mm 

ffiXHAft 

WOAttSTH 

IRISH 

::: 

>  ' 

mJI 

m 

11 

)  IRISH  LOTTfRY  RESULT  II 
0930  T  62  44  T  1 

F-'l  'M  J"'  I'f  < 

Pick  up  ihe  phone 


XVPJiaOFREERFT 

FOR  FIRST  TIME  TELEPHONE  CALLERS" 
staking  £25  or  more  using  Switch  or  Delta  bank 
or  building  society  debit  cards. 


4/1  Surprise  Mission 
9/2  Azizzi 

8/1  Distinctive  Dream 
8/1  Shalstayhoiy 
8/1  Tedburrow 
9/1  Patsy  Grimes 
10/1  Ansellman 


12/1  Gone  Savage 
12/1  RudfcPet 
16/1  Croft  Pool 
W/1  Levelled 
18/1  Dancethenightaway 
20/1  Repertory 


■WMatt  on  CH4 P601/602/S03 


RING  TODAY-  BET  TODAY 

0800444040 

Wimm  leuilDvteliBaa  her  «H  sjb.  on,  ^1 

**■*  530  Strai«M  Forecast 
"  °«  Ascot  3J5pm  today: 
(Please  place  youi-  bet  and  make 
yonr  free  bet  selection  HST 

‘  JCT 


v  within  the  same 
call.) 


- -UUS.m, 


4.00:  Dr  Rocket  is  the  proven 
performer  over  fences  ."bur 
looks  weighted  up  to  his  best 
Freno,  a  half-brother  fo  Wa¬ 
terloo  Boy,  disappointed  pn 
the  racecourse  last  season" 
despite  working  well  at  home. 
However.  Kim  Bailey  is  more- 
than  hopeful  that  the  six-year- 
pld  will  be  a  different  horse- 
over  fences.  Supermick 
showed  fair  form  over  hurdles 
and  should  be  fit  enough  for 
his  chasing  debut 
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How  I  mastered  the  join-up  in  minutes  and  achieved  a  deep  mutual  understanding  with  Murphy 


have  spent  about  20 
years  toying  to  force  the 
door  open,  and  I  think 
- —  I've  done  quite  well.  I 
have  pushed  and  shoved  and 
hammered,  and -I  have  man- 
to  open  up  a  fair  chink. 
And  if  I  look  through  ft,  I  can 
get  a  good  idea  of  the  beauties 
that  lie  on  the  far  side.  Twenty 
years  of  shoving.  Now  they  tell 
me.  Now  they  tell  me  that  the 
door  opens  inwards. 

I  write  these  words  in  a  fair 
amounr  of  emotional  turmoil. 
Because  I  have  visited  a  man 
whose  work  redefines  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  humans  and 
horses  —  and  thar  is  what  all 
the  horse  sports  are  about. 


Learning  to  see  eye  to  eye 


y 


SIMON 

BARNES 


Talking 
horse 


from  racing  through  dressage 
to  pony  dub  games. 

in  Richard  Maxwell's  yard, 
not  far  from  Newmarket,  is  a 
racehorse  thar  won't  race.  It  is 
like  the  famous  Hamlet  agar 
ad:  he  simply  refuses  to  leave 
the  starting  stalls.  There  is  a 
dressage  horse  covered  in 
scars;  it  is  given  to  violent  seif- 
mutiiarion.  There  is  an 
eventing  horse  that  rears  up 
and  bends  backwards  like  a 
banana.  It  sometimes  does 
this  on  one  leg.  There  is  also  a 
child's  pony  that  refuses  to  get 
on  its  trailer.  “No  snobbery 
here  "  Maxwell  pointed  out 
And  there  are  half  a  dozen 
young  horses  that  must  be 
backed.  This  is  horse  jargon, 
not  for  placing  a  bet  but  for 
teaching  a  horse  to  accept  a 
rider.  The  traditional  term  for 
initial  training  of  a  young 
horse  is  “breaking"  Maxwell 


talks  about  "start¬ 
ing"  and,  in  that 
semantic  nfceiy,- 
lies  a  revolution: 
something  that 
calls  in  to  question 
the  countless  mil¬ 
lennia  of  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between 
man  and  horse. 

One  other  thing 
about  the  yard: 
there  is  not  a  single 
whip.  .  .  . 

Maxwell  is-  — 
already  I  can  see 
him  wince  —  a 
horse  whisperer. 

Naturally  he  feels 
somewhat  ambiv¬ 
alent-  about  the 
blockbusting  book 
that  brought  the 
new  school  -  of 
horsemanship  into 
the  popular  mind. 

Maxwell  is  glad 
that  people  have 
heard  of  it  all  — 
not  least  because  it 
brings  him  dients, 
young  horses  for 
starting,  gone- 
wrong  horses  for 
curing.  But  he  is 
not  a  phoney  mir¬ 
acle-worker,  he  is 
not  a  faith  healer. 

Just  another  prac¬ 
tical  horseman.  ■ 

Yet  he  has 
worked  what 
looked  like  mir¬ 
acles  with  rogue 
racehorses,  horses 
that  had  been  writ¬ 
ten  oft  Some 
would  hot  enter 
the  stalls,  others 
were  simply  too 
aggressive.  “Tak¬ 
ing  Vettori  into  the 
stalls  was  like 
being  trapped  In  a 
broom  cupboard 
with  Mike  Tyson  r  Maxwell 
said.  Vettori  went  on  to  win  a 
classic,  the  French  2,000  Guin¬ 
eas.  Stetvio,  another  writeoff, 
won  the  Queen  V Vase  at  Royal 
Ascot  La  Confederation,  once 
told  never  to  darken  a  race¬ 
course  again,  picked  up  a 
group  two  race. 

It  was  the  Queen  that  got 
Maxwell .  started.  She  may 


Murphy  is  never  more  content  than  when  in  close  contact  with  Maxwell  or  another  human  with  whom  he  has  joined  up 


have  said  this  week  that  the 
modem  world  is  leaving  her 
behind  but  she  delighted  in  the 
sound  of  revolution  when  she 
heard  of  Monty  Roberts.  Rob¬ 
erts  is  the  man  behind  the  new 
school.  He  calls  it.  prosaically 
enough,  "join-up". 

Join-up  is  utterly  convincing 
to  almost  anybody  who  wit¬ 
nesses  it  Maxwell  thought  it 


was  rubbish.  He  was  training 
to  be  an  instructor  in  the 
Household  Cavalry  at  the  time 
and  was  recommended  — 
polite  word  in  the  better  regi¬ 
ments  for  “ordered"  —  to 
watch  a  Monty  Roberts  dem¬ 
onstration.  "We  sat  there  like 
schoolldds  and  picked  holes  in 
it"  Maxwell  said. 

But  Maxwell  subsequently 


found  himself  with  35  horses 
to  “back"  in  two  weeks.  This, 
by  the  way,  is  impossible. 
Maxwell  and  a  colleague  did  it 
by  using  join-up.  Nor  a  single 
injury  was  sustained  by  any  of 
the  horses  or  horsemen. 

Maxwell  went  on  to  work 
for  Roberts  and  subsequently 
left  the  Household  Cavalry 
and  went  to  California  to  work 


for  Roberts  on  his  home 
ground.  Then  he  set  up  on  his 
own  in  England.  And  natural¬ 
ly,  he  has  had  a  good  share  of 
being  despised  and  rejected. 


indifferent  as  hos¬ 
tile.  In  Truth,  most 
people  in  racing 
are  too  much  in¬ 
volved  with  today 
and  tomorrow; 
there  is  never  any 
time  for  a  radical 
rethink  of  the  fun¬ 
damental  tenets  of 
horsemanship. 
Doubts  only  come 
when  a  horse  goes 
thoroughly  wrong. 
For  many.  Max¬ 
well  is  merely  a 
last  resort,  the 
man  to  go  to  when 
all  else  fails.  Natu¬ 
rally.  he  would 
prefer  his  method 
to  be  a  first  resort. 

Back  to  the  yard 
where  Maxwell  is 
working  a  .voting 
mare  for  the  first 
rime.  A  lough  indi¬ 
vidual:  the  son.  in 
animal  behaviour 
jargon,  who  would 
become  an  alpha 
female,  the  domi¬ 
nant  mare  in  her 
herd.  Maxwell 
was  seeking,  by 
eye  contact  and 
body  language,  to 
establish  himself 
as  the  dominant 
animal  of  the  two. 

“She  doesn't 
want  to  accept 
me."  he  said,  with¬ 
out  for  a  second 
taking  his  eye  from 
the  mare.  “She  has 
a  lifetime  of  bag¬ 
gage  to  get  rid  of." 
And  as  I  watch,  the 
daily  miracle  occ¬ 
urred:  the  mare 
accepted  the  domi¬ 
nant  animal,  horse 
and  human 
"joined  up". 


Within  a  couple  of  minutes,  i 
could  change  his  direction  at 
will.  Looking  hard  at  his 
inside  eye  as  fie  circled  around 
me.  my  body  turned  towards 
him.  This  was.,  1  learnt,  a  form 
of  considerable  aggression.  I 
was  sending  the  horse  away, 
as  if  in  punishment  for  some 
misdeed. 

Roberts  learnt  this  from 
watching  feral  horses  in  the 
United  Stales.They  send  away 
a  horse  that  has  stepped  out  of 
'  line,  upset  a  dominant  animal. 
He  is  barred  from  the  herd. 
He  may  affect  unconcern,  but 
more  rhan  anything  else  in 
life,  he  wants  to  be  back.  Ii  is 
his  nature.  aIfo.  solitude  can 
be  fatal  —  a  lone  horse  is  ten 
times  more  vulnerable  to  pred¬ 
ators.  He  needs,  above  all 
things,  to  be  part  of  the  herd. 

Murphy  cocked  his  right  ear 
towards  me.  it  was  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  request  to  return  to 
the  herd.  1  made  a  concession: 
i  permitted  him  to  trot, 
moderating  my  body  lan¬ 
guage  in  imitation  of  Maxwell. 
The  horse  lowered  his  head, 
chewed  with  bis  lips,  poked 
out  his  tongue.  It  was  a 
plaintive  request  for  forgive¬ 
ness.  1  forgave.  I  turned  away 
from  him.  my  'eye  leaving  his. 

■ 1  stopped  moving. 

After  about  30  seconds,  I  felt 
a  soft  nudge  on  my  shoulder. 
The  horse  had  "joined  up" 
with  me.  And  so.  for  about  15 
minutes.  I  walked  about.  Very 
quickly,  then .  slowly,  some¬ 
times  stopping  dead.  Every¬ 
thing  I  did.  Murphy  did  a  pace 
behind  me. 


Bring  on  a  new  horse,  and  a 
new  human.  The  horse  was 
not  a  problem  animal  but  an 
ordinary  decent  sort,  belong¬ 
ing  to  Maxwell,  called  Mur- 


TTie  military  tradition  pene-  .  phy.  It  was  a  human  that  was, 
Crates  all  aspects  of  horsiness:  ‘the  problem.  I  know.  I  was' 


there  is  a  right  and  a  wrong 
way  to  do  things,  and  you  do 
not  question  it.  Racing,  in 
particular,  is  not  so  much 


the  problem, 
that  human. 

Buz  in  less  than  a  minute.  I 
had  Murphy  cantering  away 
from  me,  at  my  derision. 


It  was  stunning,  and  1 
was  stunned.  It  is  not 
Something  the  horse 
learns.  Horses  have  al¬ 
ways  known  it.  It  is  humans 
that  have  had  to  leam  it;  and 
then  to  show  foe  horse  that 
they  have  done  so.  In  this  way. 
humans  have  penetrated  deep¬ 
er  than  ever  before  into  foe 
border-country  that  lies  be¬ 
tween  our  two  species. 

Perhaps  I  have  made  all  this 
sound  a  bit  touchy-feely- 
happy-ciappy.  it  is  not.  It  is 
very  tough  indeed:  to  send  a 
horse  away  is  a  severe  scald¬ 
ing.  in  some  way's  more  severe 
than  a  whipping-  But  it  is  how 
horses  deal  with  horses.  And 
with  this  method,  foe  way  is 
open  for  a  deeper  understand¬ 
ing  —  a  deeper  mutual  under¬ 
standing  —  than  ever  before. 
I’m  a  better  horseman  than  l 
was  last  week. 


GUIDE  TO  THE  WEEKEND  FIXTURES 


Today 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 


World  dub  championship 
Semi-final 


Cronulla  v  Hunlw  110  30am)..- - ... . 

NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  LEAGUE  (ad 
bek-ofts  3  30i  Prorate  division:  Astern  v 
Le»h  Miners:  Bevwtey  v  WoaMm, 
Hetwrth  v  Wigan  SI  Patrick's.  Lock  Lane  v 
Dudley  HO.  fifeyfck!  v  W®st  HWL  OWhamSt 
Anna's  v  Egramonn  Wataey.  Genual  v 
5addle«e>rth  FvsttiMaiorr  Rktom-  Island  V 
Miltom,  East  Leeds  v  Mftord:  Leigh- East  v 
Redhfll;  MoWoreen  v  BJaUbroofa  Ciufion  v 
ThomMl;  Sknfaugh  v  EasSnoor  Wigan  S’ 
Jude's  v  Shaw  Second  cfivtskxr 
Oewsbuiy  Mod  v  Normanforr  Oodrarth  v 
London  SuxtenU 


HOCKEY 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Prorate  dhristet 
Barttxd  Tigers  v  Doncaster  (Atartwri 
Community  Cerare.  WateaS,  12  0);  Beeslon 
v  Cannae*  (HraHtelds.  Nottingham.  1J01: 
Canterbury  v  Reading  (Pota  Farm,  l  30), 
Eaw  Gnmsiead  v  Coftc  (Sant  HIL  2.04; 
(iuiidloid  v  Otd  Loughrareans  (King  s 
Manor  School.  »20j:  Hounofcwrv  Tedding- 
ton  (Dukes  Meadow.  Chewch  1  30] 
SOUTH  LEAGUE;  Premier  League: 
Bournemouth  v  Wranestn:  Cractwster  v 
Herne  Bay.  Eatieote  v  Puriey.  High 
Aycomoe  v  Gore  Court:  Gta  WM  gOlfers  v 
Mardonhoad,  Ramgartva  v  Rchmond:  Tro¬ 
ians  .■  Ci:y  cl  Portsmouth  7 urinidgeWete  v 
Beckenham.  LVMjtedon  v  Fareham. 
Wet  ing  v  Anchorans  HampshWSurray: 
Andover  v  Spencer.  BasmgaotE  v  Epsom, 
EUandtord  v  femes-  Goan  v  Dulwich: 
Harteoere  v  Old  Georgians.  London 
t  University  v  Chcem.  Old  MW-Whagifnarts  v 
>  CMsnoit;  OJC  Cisnteghans  v  PotwnoUh: 
Oiled  V  Old  WaJcounnans:  PetereiiaM  v 
Carrtj*ley  Kartt/Susseoc  Ashford  v  Tufce 
Hdi.  BfiHC  v  SeiMioahs.  Bexley  Invicta  v 
Lloyds  Bank.  Btachhsceb  v  Worthing: 
Bremen  v  Burnt  Ash.  Folkascme  v  East¬ 
bourne:  Horsham  v  Newhaven:  Warden 
Russets  v  Ota  Wi#amsoma.-ic.  Middteton- 
Bognorv  MtaSussec  CSd  Bordanuns  v  Ofd 
HoKomtoeians  MBddnJBartteBucks  and 
Oran:  Araershsm  v  Erackrefl;  Ashford  v 
Hayes.  Farrftam  Common  v  tAfe-a  Hamp¬ 
stead-  Lons  v  fcWtcn  Keynes.  Newbury  v 
Wokmoham  Did  Kjngslwans  v  Marlow. 
PHC  Chiswick  v  Fhoerw.  Rteungs  Park  v 
Gerra/ds  Cress  Staines  v  City  ol  Oxford: 
Stiribury  v  Hendon. 

NORTH  LEAGUE:  Fust  tfrrisicm:  Ben 
Ftoyttatag  v  Vftgan.  Chester  TerpeHey; 
Durham  Uniwenaly  u  Southport: 

Sheffield  bankers:  Me  si  on  v 


Notion  v  Fwmby. 

EAST  LEAGUE:  Promtui  tS- 


ADNAMS 

vision  A:  Bishop  1 -Suited  v  Colchester, 
Ciiriifidgs  Urwersty  v  Crastys  Oaaon  v 
toswetr  Luton  Town  v  Prterbarcwgh  Town: 
SucKwrv  v  Cambridge  Cay  Premier  di¬ 
vision  B.  SaULHd  t  tpeintii  and  East 
Suitor  Bury  St  Edmunds  t  Dereham: 
Retftarisge  and  Word  v  Norwich  Ci/y.  SI  Ives 
v  Ota  Scr-'t-endian.  West  Herts  v  Romford 


OTHERSPORT 

BASKETBALL:  Budwter  League:  C  rystal 
FpJara  v  Derby  Storm  (7J0),  Wefflord 
Roy*.  v  hUncrastei  Gteirs  (7  30).  Yttor- 
Tturo  Scars  v  BUmirKnair.  (8  Q) 

BOXING.  World  Boning  Organisation 
Mjper-ir±Jdtee»ight  cfcampionSiip  iva- 
caui  C  E-Jbsrti  (Sogntanj  vJ  Caitaghe 
iN-hntatage).  WBO  supw-taa»iorwa(gtit 
■  J  ■  *■  Hamad  iSIwffiakL 


a  I3r* 

hotaici  v  J  bacSUo  ;P  Rica):  WBO  Sgfrt- 
nttddtavroighi  champBrtBfBp  Ielrmaroij 
O  QtdHi  i Can) «  P  Rnodas  iSneifeta).  WBO 
imer  coWinanifll  supar-featheriweight 
championship  hauril.  D  FMhie  (LiTm- 
S.-J.T.I  -.  P  uritri  (OuUcq.  BnSsh  feather 
weVjh!  champiorship:  P  fngle  (Scar- 
taicer)  v  J  (tad  (DcncasSer): 
WBO  Ww-axamental  beanywaight 
cfanripiansftip.  P  PxrJ  fShetneta.  notasri  v 
VV  Ltereif.m  (Dcpflcra):  British  agW-wettei- 
woqtil  dutmpionship  tvEWiflj-  U  WcACfS 
.Fr.'srb.isCWrgrtltaierpOBSl  WSOfnter- 
comnentaj  middleweight  champtonrihip: 
J  hteSttws  i!s.rmgt3r  i  t  D  Damngton 


(8r(si0U:  WBO  inter -continental 


cnasarweigM  championship  [racami.  K 
Otoer  (Lincoln)  v  J  Keaton  (Shoflioldi  (at 
Sheffield  Arena) 


Arena) 

GOLF:  World  matchpiay  charnwmshtp  (at 
Wertworth) 

ICE  HOCKEY)  Benson  and  HatJgas  Cmx 
QuertBr-Dnate:  Ayr  Sanfsh  Eaofes  v 
Nottingham  Panthers  (EDI;  Bracknell  Bees 
v  Manchester  Storm  (60);  Newcastle 
Cobras  v  Basingstoke  Been  |E3Q). 
LACROSSE:  wephaids  Friendly  Society 
Longue:  Premier  dhuocwv  MaSor  v  Stock- 
part  Sheffield  Urnereity  v  Hulmaans: 
Boerdman  and  Ecctes  v  Poyrtwt.  CbesrJo 
v  Heaton  Ms/say:  -Ota  Waccvwara  v 
CheatSe  HJme. 

SPEEDWAY:  IndMduat  NPI  EWa  League 
nders'  charapteahlp  nnal  (at  Braokwa. 
2.0) 


Tomomrw 


HOCKEY 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Prorate  dhteiwv 
Bart ord  Tigers  v  Boeston  (AturureH  CC. 
Waisal.  20):  Cannock  v  Doncaster  (Moms 
Grand.  230).  Canterbury  v  Gufcfiwd  (Polo 
Farm.  1  0).  Hounslow  v  East  Giinswad 
(DiAes  Meadow,  Chiswick  20),  Reattag  v 
Old  Loughtomans  (Sonmng  Lana.  20i: 
Southgate  v  Teddngton  (Trent  Part.  20). 
Fast  dMstai:  Bludharts  v  Isca  (Fttcrtn 
Boys  School.  2.0):  BounwBe  v  Lewas  (King 
Edwards  Girts'  School.  Birmingham,  2.30); 
Bromley  v  Hampstead  and  Westminster 
pwry  Lnjwfle  Centre.  Orpaigion  J.q), 
BrooMands 


v  Sheffield  (Georges  Road, 
Sade  2  CO:  Chrtrofrjnj  v  Gymkhana  iCheP 
met  Park  1 0;:  FxeCrand  v  Havant 
(Londjmod.  Fatend.  Bristol.  1.0).  Glouces- 
rer  City  V  Wamngton  (Plot*  Court.  1  30 j; 
Harieston  Magpies  v  HJ1  [Sholtord  Heath, 
20):  Oxford  Hawks  v  Snajpon  (Bambuiy 
Road.  2.0).  Oxford  UruversOv  v  Loughbaf- 
.  ougfri  Students  (St  Edward's  Schoa,  2.0). 
Surbiton  v  St  Albans  [Sugden  Rood.  2J30) 


OTHB1  SPORT 


BASKETBALL-  Budwfear  League:  New^ 
castle  Eagtes  v  Thames  Vafley  Tkgars  (6.30); 
London  Leopards  v  Vtorthing  Bears  (5  0). 
London  Towers  v  Crystal  Palace  15  D). 

ICE  HOCKEY:  Superteeoiw  Ayr  Scoffish 
i  v  Nottmgtiam  Pardnera  (6  30).  Shell- 
Sicetes  v  Newcastle  Cobras 
itoka  Bison  v  Manchester  Stonn 
.  lift  Dews  v  Brecknefi  Boos  (£Di. 
=:  World  malchpLiy  charnpiartfixp  (at 
WeniworthL 

SPffiDWAY:  Owen  Shted:  First  round- 
Covantty y  BradfKd  (S.rg^wvtaon  v  Be«e 


Vue  (70).  Scottish 


Glasgow 


Reading  and 


League:  Ne 
md  Swvxtan 


£2,30). 


THEtfia^TIMES 


RACING 


Commemary 

Call  0891  500 123 


Results 


Call  0891 100  123 


FOOTBALL 


Reports  and  scores  from 
the  Nationwide  League  ' 


Call  0839  555  512 


Calls  cost  50p  per  minute 


THUNDERER 
220  Mister  Ross.  2.50 
Willie.  3.55  Flying 
Jubran. 


320  While  gates 


>0  Eponina. 

Norm.  4.25  Baliyfine.  4.55 


GOING:  GOOD  (GOOD  TO  FIRM  IN  PUCES) 


SIS 


2.20  CAPITAL  SHOPPING  CENTRES  NOVICES 
CHASE  (£3,207: 3m  II)  <11  (timers) 


<3-1  FTEflNAL  CTTY  47  (F,G)  6  ftrtunb  6-1T-5 _  ADoWwi 

060-  BRAKE  HNWI  226  C  Grant  7-10-12  .  ...  R.Gmfty 
/22-  GNEAffYDURHAND  344P  (5)  J  Oarttnn  8-10-12  .  BSkmy 

FS t*  HCKSON5  CHOICE  1 1  J  Wade  9-10-1? .  A  Thornton 

ffl-F  H08XIRK 21 A WMtsc 6-10-12  . .  KJohnscn 

PTO-  MAMBA  187  MDnfc  7-10-12  .  .  .  . .  R  bin* 

410-  MSTBt  ROSE  1 70  (F.Gj  J  rkwani  Jdnsen  7-10-1? 

DBridomm 

8  20-2  PEBBLE  BEACH  21  (0/)  G  U  Moore  7-10-12 ...  JCatadm 

9  P52-  STB0NGAL0NG  140 P Cteedxoogii 7-10-12 _  ASStnth 

W  5IW  CrWSQN BROCADE  50 C Fdrtusl 6-10-7 - QBeflfey 

11  .H63  PEACHY  BEACH  2SNMwm  7-10-7  .  .  D  Leahy 

1W  Lida  Ross,  5-2  Tiffin)  City.  5-1  Prieto  Bend).  12-1  Hobkrt.  Padn 
Bextl  14-1  6MtwMftand.  it-1  smuptong  20-1  o9bt. 


2.50  METRO  CENTRE  JUVENILE  NOVICES 
HURDLE  (3-Y-0:  £2.385: 2m)  (7) 


t 

2 

a 

4 

i 

6 

7 

T1-10 

TIbTiJ). 


P  FORTUNE  HUNTER  18F  J  NorBn  10-10 _ E  Ubghan  ft) 

2  ON MASRAH 16 1*5 M REWiey  10-10  -  PWVm 

A  TW  TC  T4  i  BeS  VJ-IQ  _  — - - - KJoWeon 

4  BOUT  16  R  MBWbr  10-5  . . A  DoWn 

2  ETOMNE  42  E  MW  10-5 .  A  Thornton 

4P  LA  PSVOMA 14  fBI  Miss  M  MlHigan  10-5 _ RBoesi 

0  TRIBAL  MCCHIEF  12F  0  MoM  10-5  -  0  ffiagwUtf 

Eponine.  11-8  bn  Maun*.  10-1  trial  MrOki.  16-1  Lt  PerOoriK.  25-1 
>.  Bod. : 


33-1  Fortwe  hsia 


3.20  REGIONAL  RAILWAYS  NOVICES  HANDICAP 
CHASE  (£2.632: 2m  HOyd)  (9) 


1  F12J  BATTHtY  RRED  T6  (6)  N  Item  8-12-0 . .  R  Guest 

2  53U4  PAPARAZZO 8  G M  Moan  6-11-6 - - PMwn 

3  02-4  ASTOALE0N  127  tPffil  R  AISb  B-1T-5 . —  B  Storey 

4  S’-a  VKHTTEGATES  WLLiE  11  J  Ho«rt  .tamsin  5-T1-1 

Dl 

.5  4241  SALEM  BEACH  8  (COfl  M  Tcdhuato  5-IMI 
G  PP*4  SUPER  GUY  17  J  Bffdar  5-18-C . -  .  A  Thorracn 

7  360-  ARBT0D84US  137  Un  i  LfershaH  6-10-6 .  K  JohSOn 

8  440(1  EARL  GRAY  B  (tLF.ElA  J  Lechnod  10-10-0  _  IfissA  DenU 

9  545P  ON  GOLDEN  POM0  17  (BP. G)  N  Mason  7-10-0  L  McEnm  (7) 
11-4  Salem  Beach.  7-2  Wfepte  Yffllre.  4-t  Wtery  Rred.  5-1  Paparaza.  6-1 
ASKaiaon.  12-1  Saper  Goy.  3M  AjtanJarac,  25-1  others 


DBnkwa» 

MMokray 


3.55  HENNESSY  COGNAC  SPECIAL  SERIES 
NOVICES  HURDLE  (£6,004: 2m)  (6) 


1  023-  *CJC ROSS  177 R ftwe 6-10-C  . .  ASSrtffi 

2  P  TRfGGERHSH  43  P  Montolh  5-10-12  .  A  DoBte 

3  1  FlYWG  NORTH  8  (COT)  Mre  M  Reveler  4-10-lt _ PNM91 

4  -HI  JAMAICAN  FLIGHT  14  (ti/.G.S)  Mm  5  Iffrqmari  4-10-11 

AThenAw 

5  F11S  PALAM0H  18  (D,B^)  F  BxJk  4-10-11  .  R  GfBl 

6  603-  AWBIHClllY  154  JClStKI 8-10-7 . B  SWW 

6-4  jamaicari  Fiipn.  i5-a  Flvtog  Htei  3-1  Ftemcn.  12-1  Met  Rnss.  33-1 
Tnjgcrtish.  Ambff  HoAy 


4.25  IN  SITU  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3,070: 2m  41 110yd)  (7) 


1  1421  T1GHTHT  BUDGET  8  (CO/, G.S)  Dares  Saw  KM2-0  A  DoONn 

2  54-5  .RAUEfitO  IM  (0:65)  P  M«»  6-1 1-10 - IJarUneP) 

3  LfW  CLASSJC  CCMTACI 1351  te>=J>^G|  N  fabsoo  11-11-4  _  H  Guea 

4  P24-  BAUYU5  177(0^1#  Wit  6-11-2 - - B  SOTT 

5  2213  HAVE  A  BRAMJY  2  p.6,51  tts  F  0’Bnoi  |h)  B-1D-C 

wStasay 

6  4345  BLAZBSj  DAWN  8  (DT^j)  J  HUtiuct  10-10-G  —  K  Johnson 

7  «2L'  VTAUS  COURT  6  PJ),FJS}  J.Bttefl  10-70-0  .  - .  M  Moloney 
7-4  Tiffin  Budge.  9-2  Has  A  Bond)'.  6*1  RNlegftL  rtJfe  Cart,  e-i  Baltyfinc. 
Bboq  Cam.  KM  Qebc  Cortaa 


4.55  METRO  CENTRE  SHOPPING  ON  SUNDAY 
HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2,167: 3m)  (6) 


THE 


TIMES 


.  THE  SUCCESS  STORY  OF  THE  NINETIES 
CAN  YOU  ALWAYS  GET  YOUR  COPY? 

Dear  SrmagMiL  pkavr  ddiw/sivr  me  a  copy  of  THE  TIMES 

N  ame - — - - — — - 


Address _ — . . 


.Pttstcode.. 


1F4- 

•231 

■433 


U  Mete  (7) 
Armson 


C  McCooibi*  (71 

4  SM  'JUBBAN  16  (DJTJ  Dodifc  tl-lt-2 -  RSi«t 

5  4PP-  PARBLAY  StSeT  1W  (G->)  W  Konp  8-KM3  -  B  Storey 

E  502-  UBiALU  171  P ttsebrougti MM  -  ASanttfi 

J  .345  OONT FORGET CURT15 B Ua K Lfri 5-10-0  MsiSLan*fn 
B  UP  WAIS^3RC«tart?-7M - LOTUi 


11-4  Balfafcn.  7-2  MeroWl.  M  Hflltmi  War.  5-1  Juftran  Tt-2  ScartM  10-1 
D'Ortfey  SuwL  14-T  Oort  ForjH  Catb.  25-1  *lf  Masfia 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS:  G  ffidanb.  21  moan  tom  72  rumen.  M-2%.  G  M 
Uoore.  16  (ran  72.  2221  P  ItonWh.  10  kroni  46.  21 71  A 
Whfflani.  3  Jrera  14. 21 41 J  Hnrad  Johnsta.  14  tom  Bfi.  tfiA.  R 
Albs.  4  ton  25. 150% 

JOCKEYS:  A  Mten.  25  niwnm  tote  105  mta,  24  81  D  Byrne.  4 
font  18. 2W1  P  Mh».  19  hw92..20.74rA  Themion,  9  tom  Sfi. 
16.lV  R  Gartiy.  10  tram  65. 1i4\;  R  GrtSiL  11  tom  75. 14 


WORCESTER 


THUNDERER 

2.25  Distant  Storm.  2-55  Mr  Strong  Gale.  3.25 
Bamapour.  4.00  Frano.  4.30  Destin  D'EstruvaJ.  5.00 
Prairie  Minstrel. 


GOING:  GOOD 


SIS 


2.25  BROCKAMM  AMATEUR  RIDERS  SELLING 
HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£1.951: 2m)  (12  wnners) 


p  Harney  J7J 


245-  FONTANA YS  T41  &JDJ&S\  6  IfcCart  9-12-0 
-020  GRAM) IWAUSI: 30  (EFJIJG}  M Sabnaa  7-11-7  JDMooni 
3PW  HALHAMT4RN4  (D.S)  HAbwn?  7-11-2.-  A  Charles  Jones  (7) 

4-33  CAPTAM IMRMALAOC  7  D  Ihim  0-10-11  - JCfW4ey0 

3*5-  PHH05E  244P  (03)  C  Jones  7-10-10 . tes  B  Sreal  (7) 

435P  0GTANT  STORM  47  B  Lterriyn  4-10-6  Uss  E  J  Jons  (7)  |51 
CM-  ALDMSTGNCHAPPU:  450(0,61 7  Wri  9-10-8  Mbs  L  Btews  (7) 

6442  MARQ  BOO  19  M  Orapte  4-10-0  - _ _  OMcPtoSp) 

9*G  WRUY  MORTAL  28  8  Plea*  6-1M  -  -  -  J  GottJrii  (7) 
PP-0  FIVE  FROM  HOME  22  ID£)  J  Josrtih  9-10-0  —  Mss  9  fiffier  (71 
PSP-  AMIRIS  COUCdY  T96P  (05)  H  Qntr-FWH)  12-10-Q 

W0ntePDte0(7) 

0DP  D0SSE5  0AN  13  (B|  B  Pieces  5-104  .>  —  R  Bras  (7) 
3-1  Captai  Uaorelarte  4-1  Margi  Bno  5-1  Hatan  Tan.  11-2  Fn nays.  6-t 
AHtn^m  Clutter.  0-1  Gcav)  Ablate  20-1  Fhtosa.  25-1  otoen. 


12 


2.55  WARN00N  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£2L955:  2m  71 110yd)  (9) 


42p;  CHARl£S  QUAKER  5T7P  M  Salanan  7-10-12  . .  W  Marshal 
4Z2-  COOL  WEATHER  159  (BlCPnphani  9-10-12  MrDMcPha4(7| 
F/3 4  COQHARBQANOT  29  (S)Mn-SSmttn  MO-12  G  F  Rpn  (5) 
FOR-  K£  MAGIC  255  (V)  f  Yanuey  10-10-12  ..  W  MtFartand 

14T-  MR  STRONG  GALE  158  (F.Gj  P  Nidtolt  6-10-12  T  J  Murphy 
M3  PHARARE  14  (F.S1  K  WtoAoum  7-10-12  -  ...  »  Oman 
0125  SOmBMROSSRUCH  13  (F.G)P  Sown  6-10-12  NVNSarooi 
1-PF  THE  Hitter  MARVEL  7  IS)  T  Ceap  7-10-12  .  RTTwt**  (3) 
P30-  HYDBJUA 316  WsT?ifcngftn  7-10-7  .  G  Hopao  (31 
11-10  la  3rong  G4».  9-2  5oumenionssftad«.  0-t  Fbaras.  7-1  Coal  Weaner. 
8-1  Coo  Had  tar an.  20-1  k/fenflLi  Chates  Older  25-1  other- 


3,25  DOMESTIC  APPLIANCE 

DISTRIBUTORS  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£3.451 :2m  41)  (8) 

M  Pee  7-12-0  . . 

R  AletMS!  6-11-4 

.  ...  _  _ 1.6,5)  T  Foster  7-11-4  .  S  . 

4  /113  EUPHORIC  BXDSXK  28  (BF.G)  Mrs  3  tadh  6-10-9  B  F  Ry*i  (51 
i  FI 4-  CASfflTS  BOY  IBS  (D.tS)  G  licQwr  6-10-7  ..-DJMgfiaa 

5  43F-  aPSYCEOF  155  6  HBtoaP  5-10-5 _ _ NWitamsan 

7  0-12  SXRAM 18 (FJjlR Date 4-10-3 -  XAtHMU(5l 

fflEEMU -  '  - . 


1  5211  BAMAPOUR  91 

2  UU0-  HAWKER  HUNTER  6?  I 

3  31F-  SILVER  STANDARD  224  i 


A  P  McCoy 
.  Af- 


122 

110 

138 

115 

112 


3  3Q2F  VEJ0N  OF  fflEEOOU  6  PJLFGI P  Barer  9-10-0  .  W  Marstoa  HE 
5-2  BanqRui.  9-2  EAer  Siatrtarrt.  5-1  taphortc  lUasui.  6-T  Haste  Harta  7-1 
Sham.  8-1  Caalo's  Buy.  10-1  Gear  Geol.  12-1  VWci  Of  hcedan. 


4.00  DURR  FINISHING  POST 
HANDICAP  CHASE  (£2.655: 2m)  (6) 


1  312-  m  ROCKET  138  (BU .F.G.51 «  Oidon  12-1 M0 X Akpora  |5)  Til 
2FV44  INDIAN  R<JN  IB  (D.G.S)  R  Hooges 8-11 -7  T  Dascorahe  (3)  100 

3  34-2  SUPEraflGk22FiD.F5)WMiiH  6-11-4  . M  Richards  IQS 

4  3F/F  SfflWG  SUNRISE  47  ffi)  B  De  Han  7-HM  S  McNefl  - 

5  002-  FR»0135K6adei&-M!-2 . HVffiansn  UK 

t  -445  HUGH  OAMELS  47  (G)  C  Hensley  9-1041  lass  A  Cmky  (7)  99 

2-1  Frao.  7-2  Dr  Ftourt  Spring  tarn*.  4-1  tapermltk.  9-1  WSan  Run  20-1 
itopn-tatras 


4.30  HBBERT0N  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£4,273: 2m  4Mlflyd)  (5) 


NATIONAL  HUNT 
FORM  GUIDE 


Bangor 


3.10:  Miss  Roberto  821  22nd  lo 
Commancte  Court  in  2m1l  Chettenham 
grade )  huds  (good)  Saint  Cte20l5thlo 
Mucenbeig  n  2m  VYarwrcl<  handicap 
hurdle  (good).  Tremendislo  beaen  a 
distance  last  c4  5  lo  Nod's  Lad  m  S'im 
Aantee  novice  huitfla  0»d)  Fenufino 
171  ah  lo  Rotte  in  an  Slrartord  novice 
handicap  hurdle  (good  to  firm;  Thrower 
141 4th  to  Maioleie  in  3ri  Warwick  novice 
henctcap  hurdle  (good  lo  soft)  Tempted 
beat  Lancer  31  m  2m  Corimer  nowee 
hurdte  igood  to  firm)  Sokter  Mak  331 7ttr 
to.  Lady  Magnum  in  rm  Win-amron 
Iwente  nowce  cJamng  hurdle  (good  to 
firm)  Vintage  TaitfriiaeT  23  "3rd  to 
Chealer  n  2'tm  Penh  amateurs  handicap 
hurdle  (good  lo  firm). 


3.40:  Real  Tonic  heal  Piumbob  neck  si 
3m1l  Hexham  novice  chase  (goo-3  to 
firm).  GJenfinn  Princess  pulled  up  behind 
Gaelc  Blue  in  3m  Srraftord  handicap 
chase  (good)  Top  Javalsr  beaien  a 
cfciance  2nd  to  Sftvenno  m  3  im  Newton 
Abbot  hantfleap  chase  (heavy)  Baywd4r 
2nd  lo  Crack  On  In  2ten  Chepslow 
novica  chase  (good  to  firmi  C 
Si  a*3  to  Anoreiol  In  2hm 
handicap  chase  (good) 


Second  Empire  to  rule 


SECOND  EMPIRE  attempts 
to  add  to  his  growing  reput¬ 
ation  in  the  group  one  Grand 
Criterium  over  a  mile  at 
Longchamp  tomorrow.  Mich¬ 
ael  Kinane  rides  the  Ait! an 
O’Brien-trained  son  of  Fairy 
King,  who  is  already  as  low  as 
6-1  for  next  year's  2.000  Guin¬ 
eas  after  his  brilUant  2'i- 
iength  defeat  of  Muhtathir  in 
foe  group  three  Prix  des 
Chenes  over  course  and  dis¬ 
tance  four  weeks  ago. 

Thief  Of  Hearts,  who  was 
beaten  over  ten  lengths  Into 
fourth,  has  franked  that  form 
by  landing  last  weekend's 


group  three  Prix  de  Conde. 
With  the  testing  ground  likely 
to  suit.  Second  Empire  should 
maintain  his  unbeaten  record. 

Carrowkeel,  trained  by  Bar¬ 
ry  Hills  and  ridden  by 
Frankie  Dettori  and  David 
Morlev's  Aihoostan.  the 
mount  of  Richard  Hills,  rep¬ 
resent  Britain  in  the  five- 
strong  field.  Stamina  doubts 
surround  Carrowkeel.  who 
has  never  run  beyond  six 
furlongs,  while  Alboostan  is 
stepping  up  significantly  in 
class  on  his  success  in  a  listed 
race  over  this  trip  at 
Goodwood  last  month. 


4.T5:  MiUcrdt  Riviera  beal  No  LWht  !.-l  in 
2ml  l  E-tflei  ni?w»  chase  igcoct'to  Ivm) 
Latest  Thyna  pulleO  up  behind  Gravity 
Gate  vi  2m31  Harelwd  novice  handicap 
chase  (soft).  Lough doo  35)  5th  to  Raglan 
Ftoad  n  3m1l  hteeted  selkng  handicap 
chase  (qood  lo  firm)  M Brass  heal  0 
Freddie  54  In  3  ten  Vferwck  newee  hurdle 
(good)  Saxon  Fair  321 13  h  to  Dorados  in 
2m  If  Sedgefted  novice  handeap  tmidle 
i  good)  Holders  HD  5J  2nd  to  Amish  m 
2m  Perth  nowce  .  chase  (good  to  firm) 
Roy^  York  4-H1 5m  to  Khinescash  n  Emit 
Market  Hasen  handicap  hurdle  igood). 


430:  Foftow  De  Call  beat  he-/  Gup  Hi  m 
2m1f  Bangor  novice  hurdle  (gewd)  Buiko 
Boy  301  4Ui  ro  Scarlet  Rambler  m  2m3l 
Slrartord  rxwics  hurdle  (good  to  Inn) 
Charley  Lambert  1BI  8th  lo  Mahler  in 
2tenAyr  novice  handicap  hurefie  (good) 
Raining  Stairs  iBi  6th  to  Supreme  Chaim 
In  2hm  Siratord  riavxx  huxSe  (good  to 
firm)  Rythm  Rock  2KI  3rd  lo  Mcnpheus 
n  2hm  Uaoxatet  nowce  hurdle  (good)  to 
salt).  Treat  Me  Bold  291  13th  to  SaiOn 
Minsirei  to  2m  Worcester  NH  Flat  race 
(good  lo  soft)  The  Secret  Seven  39  10th 
ro  Crazy  Horse  Dancer  m  2  Km  Uaorater 
selling  harxScap  hinie  (good  to  ibm) 


Worcester 


1  121-  DESTIN  OfSrRUWL  K3  (OLGI P  UrioLcn  6-T.’-0  A  Mgure  138 

1  VP-  IHVT£  163  ID.G)  Una  PafEB  8-1 1-5 _ MAfiUgwSd  141 

a  1TP-IO»SSDHfiM1«©JllE4uai«9-tt-fl -.^AFIttCoy  13) 
4 S3U4  AHfflELOi 7 ©.OT/.S P Esmii  10-10-tJ  ...WMareoa  135 
l  44-fi  UWtFLOUBflEAlZIBJJ/aKEe^TlMHWanHrt  .129 
13-8  Data  DTdluni.  9-4  Fine  Thyne  4-1  Mats  Scram.  9-2  AndrelDL  7-1  Late 
01  Lough  el 


5.00  LEIGH  JUVENILE  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(3-Y-O:  £2,280.  2tnj  (10) 


MTCHHNER  R  Wooflionsfl  KM2  _  _ 
2P  KHAYW.  45  P  Murpit  it-12 
2  PRAKf  MHSTREL  28  R  Diddn  10-13 
RON'S  ROUND  12F  C  Oma  10-12 
U922  SUES**  CBEK  26  (BF)  P  haboc  ltt-12 


_  NDikh 
LAspelp) 
.  .  JCuColy 
I  Lawrence 
A  Maguire 


WURLAWHLE  106F  tics  V  ivuthis  18-12  -  N  WBamun 

P  tfRB.  JA9S0N  28  P  DaBm  19-7 _ .  R  Thorracn  (3j 

GWWffALfl  DANGER  21F  F  YarDcr  10-7  .  _  W  McFirtmd 

EfflOHSPtU.  138F M VAHtob  18-7  .  WMarston 

SOUND  APPEAL  19F  A  Fsaar  10-7 . . .  S  Orton: 


9-4  Ponte  Monti,  >1  9 Mia  Creek.  5-1  Ron  ;  Round.  11-2  Wtiirtrtfifit,  7-1 
Ktota),  12-t  MoKEpen  25-i  rtacirio.  Bnve&r  Dace*.  3S-T  titoi 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRABIERS'  D  tflchohun.  26  ulrears  lorn  87  rumen,  295T»;  MPlpe. 
46  Bom  155. 29.7S.  P  (faftels.  14  fiom  57, 24.6*;  M6i  V  lfiUtoms, 
4  kora  16.  22JTL  f  Bailey.  24  com  1Q9,  h  0*«.  P  Hutto.  25  Iran 
124. 28  n  P  Bum),  10  Ham  63. 15». 


JOCKEYS:  A  McCoy,  47  winnen  tom  165  tides.  235V  L  A®tfi.  4 
kWi  15.  26.7%  N  HHlorrann.  23  kora  138.  167V  A  tfenuiir.  29 
kren  179. 1B2V  Ur  Ji.  LJcnSyn.  4  kora  29.  laavTJlfinphy  4 
tram  35.  ii  4V 


3.25:  Bamapour  beal  Floyal  Crcus  3^1  to 
2"<m  Heretofd  handicap  hurefle  (good  io 
Dm)  Hatfter  Pfcrrter  251 717i  ja  Lighten¬ 
ing  Lad  to  2m  Tcwcesler  rvavice  chase 
(good  to  30ft)  Sitvef  Standard  left  4th 
behtid  Edgemoar  Prinoe  m  2‘im  War- 
vnok  handicep  hurdle  (good),  previously 
beal  Smith  ico  by  comlorteae  2^1  n 
2Hm  Slrartord  hanefcap  hudle  (ooodi 
Euphoric  Illusion  6  si  3rd  lo  Major  s  Law 
to  215m  Bangar  handeap  hurefle  igoodj 
CessrO's  Boy  291  4th  to  El  Freddie  in  3m 
Ascot  handicap  hurdle  (good  IP  firm) 
Shram  6J  2nd  lo  Carden  'Venture  m 
Plumptom  hstoicap  hurOa  (good  to  Tim) 
Vision  Of  Freedom  teD  7lh  n  2Vm 
Wmcanicn  nandtoap  hurefle  won  by 
Gerry'S  Prtde  (ftm).  previously  1  >,1 2nd  to 
Taiathath  in  2fcm  Worcester  haftatfap 
hurdle  (good  to  firm) 


4.00:  Dr  Rocket  13  2nd  to  CracWirvj 
Froa  in  2m  Huntingdon  handicap  chaw 
(good  to  (km).  Indian  Run  detent  last  io 
Jazzy  Rot  ran  in  2m  ifct  Stratlord 
harekap  chase  (good  Id  M 
SupenTM*  1 W  2nd  lo  Walking  Tall  in 
tHrm  Wnroester  hertdeap  hurdle  (good) 
Spring  Sunrise  looked  beaten  when 
taltog  to  cknlng  stages  ol  Hunting¬ 
don  novtoeu  chase  won  by  Fraser  r^aiey 
(good)  Freno  Cl  £nd  lo  SVer  Mira  b  £m 
Utloxetw  nonce  honracap  nurdle  (good 
to  firm)  Hugh  Daniels  54 1  5>h  to  Tnts  is 
My  Ufa  m  2'»m  Ftraweti  never-  chase 
(good) 


4^0:  Destin  D*Eslruval  beat  KhaSdr  Hi  in 
2!im  Worcaster  h^idleap  chase  (soft). 
Fne  Thyrw  I  ell  7th  behind  Kfinmore. 
Speed  b  2bm  Sandowi  novice  handicap 
chase  (good  to  soil).  Monks  Soham.  on 
pcnuilkTiete  start,  beat  Solely  Home  tte 
In  2>ini  Strartad  novices  chase  igxid). 
Andrelol  8411  4th  to  Father  Sky  n  3m 
Chepstow  hstodicap  chase  (good 10  firm) 
Late  Of  Loughraa  471  fith  lo  Coofteen 
Haro  to  2m  21  1 
(good  io  firm) 


Ei  Mar  hancbcap  chaae 


U 


% 


i  J 


0 


I 


[•SB] 


AUDI  AUTHORISED  ' 

dealers 


Franklin  Audi...  Stars  nationv- 


97P  AB  4.2  quMUC  SPORT  ***•*•’ 

9EN  AS  4.2  o^atlio  SPORT  »*•  +  *- 
95.V  itSJ.? qu.Tffro SPORT  *  *  *  *  *  2; T 

S6P  AS 3.7  SPORT  *  ***+  12T 

97P  AS  2-S  SE  jNEVI;  »«*■**  31 

9?P  A6  TDI  5i)3ttrc  *****  3T 

47P  H61.8SEEST  ***  ST 

97P  £42.3  qaattrfi  *  **  *  *  ET 

9?P  A4  2.9  SE  «■■.*  +  *  12T 

g7P  M1.3TS  ***  3T 

* ^ESHh'JCED  SsiC  *  >  *  -'ATij[n  Cn  Ai‘  » 

0113  263  3431 

OPEP.'  7  DAYS  SUNDAY  11-5.  A  S y. 


IDT  E43.0DD  ;  SEP  CABRIOLET  2.66  *** 
22T  £42.250  55M  CA3R1GLET  2.0  i  AUTO  ■ 


IDT 
ITT 
16T 
EOT 
31 T 
71 T 
3ST 
27T 
3;TT 
35T 


£25.750 

£74.750 

S15.5JW 

£21.500 

££25.0Ci0 

£22.500 

£17,2;0 

£10X00 

fU.O&C 

£12.750 


iTAUA  ALFA  ROM®  rOSm  WO 

Spider,  12*.  ■‘‘‘ft  .SW 

tA27k^.  nn*.  niai<7S  <H4l 


3.0  V6  24V.  Clovcrleaf. 
97P,  finished  in  Black 
foil  leather  rccaro’s,  CC. 
electric  sunroof/ 
windows/seats,  alloys. 
£25,995. 

01902  620409. 


GTV 

Lusso  2.0  twin  spark 
16V.  97P,  finished  in 
aloJl  Blue  met.  lthr  and 
air  con,  alloys,  electric 
windows/ mirrors,  twin 
airbags.  £22395. 

01902  620409. 


Lusso  Spider 

Ma/96 

5tvsr  Converiblo  WUi  Block 
Loattur.  Ur  Cond  &  Alloys, 
13,000  Mites  FSH.  1  owner, 
£19395 

Ember  ley  Lane  BCotara 

wMkum.  01 21 -770  7070/ 


2.0  Lusso  January  "97.  P 
reg.  8.000  miles.  Alfa 
ltd.  air  conditioning, 
leather.  ESR.  Perfect 
condition. 

£213*0. 

Td:  01753  888265 


ASTON  MARTIN 


Scotts  Audi 


Audi  RS2  A  rant.  BS  Mac. 
leathedaleaman  rewro  seats,  ainam.  abs. 
a/bag.  traction,  e/roof.  315  BHP.  cantra  enp 
alloys.  39.1S0nil8  £POA 

85C  Audi  Sports  qnattro.  Alpine  White, 
tewhetfalcaniara  spots  seats,  superb  comfiuon 
throughout.  In  oor  showroom  today. 
33TfiOCIlm»  fPOA 

97P  Andl  A8  4JL  qnattro.  Ming  blue,  ecru 
leather,  dunam  control  anise.  e/Oseat  pack, 
dkseks.  spans  wheel  h/l/w.  pA/roaf.  wahtuL 
lOcd.  comp  alloys.  fi.OOOmls  £42,995 
97P  Andl  56  Anlo  Estate.  Volcano  Black, 
teaihet/aksuiiara  s/seats,  climate  coottoL 
cruise,  pfsfvoof.  twin  electric  seals.  OKdon. 
airiwgs.  h/seats.  walnut.  i/load.  h/l/w.  tflocks. 
11-  a  /*.  U^OOmb  £37,995 

96V  Audi  AS  3.7  Sport.  Emerald  Green, 
anthracite  \rxtbtr  s/seats.  cUnuie  controL 
e/seais  pack,  anise,  r/btind.  base,  h/l/w. 
cflocla.  solar  roof.  lOcd.  18'*a/w.  20,900mls 
£33395 

97P  Audi  2JSSE  Automatic  Estate.  Ming 
Bht  aqua  velour  interior,  climate  controL 
aba.  remote  locks,  a/j/c.  al bags,  extra  rear  , 
■eats,  alloys.  4,680mls  £27.495 

97P  A  nth  A4  TDI  llObhp  qnattro  AranL. 
Bine  Pearl,  blue  s/seaL  abs.  dinutc.  pas. 
traction.  Canniest,  h/l/w.  info  pack,  t/ciols. 
alarm,  comp  a/w.  10,480ntis  £24395 

97P  And!  A4  T  Sport  AraaL  Ming  Blue, 
anthracite  sports  seats,  climate  controL  abs.. 
spots  wheel,  remote  lodes,  info  pack,  front 
armrest-  comp  alloys.  OBOmls  £2X995 
97P  Audi  A4  T-Sport-  Cactus  Green,  sports 
scats,  climate  controL  abs.  cruise  controL  obc. 
remote  locks,  competition  aDoya.  3.960mls 
£2X995 

97P  Audi  A3  T  Spot.  Laser  Red.  onyx 
leather  s/sc au.  dhnaie  control,  abs.  tractuat 
p/s/roof,  r/Iocks.  bote,  h/seats.  h/l/wash.  6cd. 
comp  alloys.  7,700mls  £22,995 

96P  Andl  A4  T  Sport  97MotL  Ming  Bine, 
sports  seats,  efimate  controL  e/roaf,  twin 
■Aup.  tfl ocfcs-  eAvtodom  x4.  competition 
alloys.  7^0Qmls  £22,495 

97P  Audi  A4  IM  SE  AranL  Cactus  Green, 
anthracite  upholstery,  dhnaie.  abs.  as c, 
airbag-  e/windows.  walnut.  riraSs. 
immobiliser.  4cha  audio,  a/ wheels.  438Qmls. 

£20995  j 

95N  And  A625TDI 110  SE  Auto  Estate. 
Laser  Red.  Mack  velour  spans  seats,  climate 
control  ahs.  airbag,  use.  ewx4.  c/k>cking.  pas. 
alarm,  alloys.  23.980mis  £20395 

97P  Audi  A3  1JJ  Sport-  BriMant  Black. 
btoe/Msck  s/sem.  abs.  a/bags,  p/s/raof. 
traction,  e/w.  cdL  r/h/rcsts.  alleys.  6£80mls 
£18,995. 


96N  Audi  A4  1 3SE.  Emerald  Gtem. 
BWliryrjli'  Trim  nliim»  MnHn|  ahS.  anise. 
wtfauL  info  system,  alarm,  alloy  wheels. 
9,800mb,  £17.495 

97P  Andl  A3  L6  Sport.  Alumunnm  Silver. 
Mack/Mno  spots  seats,  abs.  tarings,  c/roof, 
a/s/c.  e/w.  tJh/retts.  alloys.  ll.lOOmls  £17,350 


97P  Audi  3-fiE  Convertible.  Spring  YeHaw. 
anthracite  leather  tecaro  seats,  black  hood, 
abs.  spans  s/wbeeL  walnut-  obc  oig.  s/snqn. 
h/seats.  h/locks.  w/deflcctor.  6cd-  17-  10 
spoke  a/w.  4JS0mls  £2X995 

96N  Audi  2L6E  Auto  Convertible.  Bins 
PearL  leather  sports  seats,  power  hood,  air 

con.  walnut,  abs.  pas.  w/deuxtor.  ewj4.  cdL 

airbag.  3rd.  h/ligbL  10  spokes. 
JCL380mI».  £26395 

96N  Andl  2L6E  Ante  Convertible .  Ragnssa 
Green,  katber/cloth  qxms  sens,  power  bood. 
abs.  pas.  wahmLw/dehector.  ewx4.  cdL  thus, 
alarm,  aitbag.  10  spokes.  lX980m!»  £26595 
96N  Andl  2-6E  And  Convcrt&ilc  96  Mod. 
Ragussa  Great-  Fall  black  leather,  s/seao.  air 

coo.  power  bood.  abs.  sport  sfoheeL  wnlnm. 

a/cbeck.10  spokes  alloys.  32,180mls  £25,995 
95M  And!  2-6E  Anto  CoarextlMe.  Indigo 
Blue:  bine  Jacquard  sports  seals.  Hue  power 
hood,  airbag,  e/windows  x4.  wind  deflector, 
alarm.  10  spake  alloys-  IS,680mk  £23.995 
93L  And  2JB  Csnrslftk  94  Mod.  Indigo 
Bloc  Pori.  Jacquard  sports  seats,  bine  hood, 
abs.  pas.  e/windows.  c/locking,  e/mimas.  10 
spake  lUqys.  26,900mls  £19,995 

OTHER  MAKES 

96N  Mercedes  Btsz  SL  600.  Green/Black, 
anthracite  leather  s/seaa.  cEnune  twin 
e/com/brf  seats,  glass  roof.  cpc.  esp.  xnhatt. 
h/seats.  tfsoL  6cd.  8  bale  a/w.  XOHOmls 
97R  Mercedes  Bora  CLK  230  Elegance. 
Quartz  Bine,  orioo  leather,  dhnaie  controL 
e/drivea  seat  ft  memory.  4xfl/begs- 
paxknonc.  5xp  anto.  wakmL  a/a/colnnm.  ctL 
alloy  wheels.  980mls 

97R  Mercedes  Bem  CLK  328  Hrganee. 
Azmitc  Bine,  orioo  grey  trim,  sir 
conditioning.  5sp  anto.  4xa/tags.  frannresL 
a/i/cohnnu.  lOcd.  a/wbeels.  340mh 

97R  Mercedes  Benz  CLK  238  {Compressor 
Sport.  Gteen/Black.  orioo  kaiber.  air  coo. 
twin  electric  memory  seals.  Sfrocdi  ram  sensor, 
folding  tnnnxs.  beued  seals,  bead  lamp  wash, 
isv.  adjustable  steering  colnma.  cd.  6  bole 
a/w.  98mls 

97R  Mercedes  Benz  230  SLK  'AMC' 
Kwipfur.  Brilhaut  Black,  black  leather 
s/keats.  air  coo.  foil  AMG  styling  including 
27"  a/w  ft  sprats  exhaust-  b/seos.  4xa/hags. 
a/sAsoUmm.  cat  1  alarm.  IJ190nds 


0171  730  2131 


'-‘f  4-v 


890  Awfl  Afi  Estate  2^  S&  am 
Velvet  Bloe.  29,000  mSes 
97P  ArafiAfiEstattlSSE,  . 

Roby  Red,  3,000  nnles.  7  Sea 
OSMAndfSOTO&tfss:, 


ftS^OTI^Sans 

Wwwf  BEN  Audi S2  Aram quanro. 


AntfiSOZOE. 

5tU)00  imfca.  Sunroof 
AwfiASqnmnoTOi. 

1LM0 SEVaSS*" 

And  Cshriokt  2JS.  Btoc  Bead. 


0171  924  5544 

98  York  Road 
Battersoa,  London 


BEN  Audi  S2  Aram  qnattro. 

Ruby,  lLOOOmBa 

96P  AudA4  L8T  Spoil  Ann, 
n  iWImBpi 

97P  And A4L8SE Aram, 
kdngBbe,AOOOm3et 
BOH  Aud  80  HX  Aram  SE, 
pb|im  ISflOOinSct 
94MAudj8Q23£. 

EaeaM.29jOOOraBn 

0171  286  5000 

30SLJohna  Wood  Read 
London 


r  r  a  Pi  k  I  s  n 


Wsraqiiralha  very  beat 
fogn  specification  Auda. 
Ptaera  triNibore  Skraxi  Fwrct 
branenthudeslkiinpanM. 

01483  272  461- 
or0836  52  55  52 

-  A  Sytnwr  Company 


h  er  village  c  ars 


1VER,  BUCKS. 

TEL.01 753  6509O9/FAX.0 1753  651019 


BMW  WANTED 


95M  BMW  7481 32V 
AUTOMATIC  COSMOS  BLACK. 

QtSY  LEATHER.  ESEA1S. 
CLIMATE  CONTROL  WLOCKS. 
BBS  ALLOYS. 


BMW 


WE  BUY 
QUALITY 
HIGH  SPEC 


Sy  trier? 


We  require  mo  vary  beat  h&t 
opedOcadon.  tow  mloaga 
BMWs  ona  «prcn.  - 
Pteose  tofcfTCne  AeHen  K 
lor  en  enfruataafc  response. 

01206  231  540 
or  0385  737  969 


ALFA  ROMEO 


ARENA.  CER5Y  •  01322  376350 


HERBERT  HOalNSON.  C-M2R!DCE  •  0'223  242222  ■  PERRY'S.  HUDDERSFIELD  •  014;?.;  437000 


®7P  Alla  Spider  ZjDTS,  AMo  Rad.  MS.  ABS _ £214*50  *7P  JUte  IM  3JJVB  Anto.  Bw*.  AAfon.  BSrata.  CD  £23^95 

U7P  A4s14«14TB,M9lGrwmS.SB&WSpc*W-Xia^a5  S7H  AMa  Spider,  ThsptaU  Gmen - C2LB&S 

OTP  Aha  T 55  211  T8,^|aRwt.  ABS.  Aloys.  FWS — £134*5  87P  AH*  14662X1,  Tbnhsn.  Bectrtc  Hoof,  CD. - £KB8S 

UP  AMs  1M2JITS  SaparLusaOb  E/Sunrool  ABagn -£13^90  UP  AMa  148  IjBL,  MamHo  Pkjm.  Siswjol - — 014*5 

83L  ABa  155  241  TSLABa  Red.  Alleys.  PKS.SUVOOI  ^£7^0  *7P  AKa  145 14L,  Pratso  Ratt  Sunroof.  Atom.  ABS—CTW® 


?3S  536511  fl  IAN  SKE'.LY.  LIVERPOOL 


01  SI  254  2000 


S7P  Alfa  GTV,  Red,  AlrCondSonbis.  Sunrool^, — JE2UM0 

BBP  ABa  QTV,  Stiver.  Sunroot - ! - ; - HUB 

971*  Mm  16524,  Mta  Rad,  Sports  Pack.  Sunroof. — OM65 
S7P  ABs  148  UTVrtrt  Spark,  Mat  S*verfWh»B^___ri  1,250 
.  96N  Ada  155 Id,  Protao  Red,  Sunraoi - 1 r».S95 


REG  VARDY.  GLASGOW  •  O' 41  557  2222 


9M>  Atta  GTV  Lualo,  Tropical  Green,  Loteher.  Aloya£20jBU  86R  Alta  Snldor  Lusso,  Add  Green,  MX  Lthr.  Afloyt  JE2S.OS  57P  ABB  1581 A Tek*  Spark, Red,  ABS.C/L  F*S_E«4SS 
B7P  Alta  GTV,  Rad.  ASoys.  ABS,  CMck  ReA  Stowing  £19,488  97P  AIN  146 1  JITS,  Mat  SHer.  Aloys,  RAS.  CO. — XI 3,7*5  gyp  ftifa  iys  1 HTS.  APb  ^rl.  Qpo^-rw1-  Pit^aae 

trm  Aife  156  241  Super;  Met  PMnt.  Aloys _ P.OA.  9GP  Alfa  185  24)  Sport.  Mat  Phan.  ABS,  FWS.  Aloys  X13.48S 

a tat  tw.  i  if  7  n  ciorsitiei  rrH  Til  EW.  i*Viim  fit  *tri 

97P  AHa  155,  Mia  Rad,  Sports  Rack,  Btack  Aloys.  S/RXlJflM  97P  AMa  146  IdTS,  Pratao  Red.  ASS,  RAS,  Moya  Xia^JOO 

SBN  Alte  146  IB  Bosnr.  Red.  P/S.  E/Windwn  „__£SJBK  96P  Alfa  148 16,  Skta,  PAS.  ABS,  Warm,  Aloys - - CSJ85  *6P  AOi  1461^L,  Rod,  RSS.  OL  EW,AMw^.  ABS-  DWBS 


AUTOI7ALIA,  COVENTRY  •  01203  221144  I  L.C.  MOTORS,  C.VMSRAN  •  0 1  =32  37S41  i 


B6P  Alfa  164  X0  SoparUetao,  Star,  ltnr,A/CorL-£24£B5 

SWP  ABs  GTV  Luno  Z0TS,  Ala  Red.  WCon - £21/4*5 

S7P  Alii  164  2J)  Super  TS,  Met  Halt  B»C  Rod ....  JE16/BS5 
97P  Altai 55  2J1  Soper TS.Met Red. Sec Rod-_X14^95 
97P  Mm  145  ZSTSaoveriael.  Shot.  MMya.  CD_ci4A85 


B7P  AMs  145 IX  TWn  Speck,  Troptod  Ores'.  Aloys  -P.OA. 

S7P  AHa  146  lJITp*n  Sprats,  OTvorWtitts - ROA. 

96N  AHa  IM  SJ)  24v  Super,  MetaBc  Bkie,  ABS  _J£17JM6 

S6P  AI!a1452-0Cloverteef,  AkaRed,  ABS.CD - £14^00 

97P  AHa  15S2X  TWtn  Sperk,  Stver  While - EIS^K 


CALEDONIA.  PRESTON  •  01772  555300  ■  MILL  GARACES.  TYNE  i  WEAR  •  C101  510  54S7 


BBN  ANi  QTV  Luaeo.Met  BUrtt-S/R.  AlCon - £1BjS93 

S?P  Alta  1486  2J),  Tiertnn.  ABS,  Aloys.  CD,  Akira-XM^BS 
BSP  AM*  164  2JJ  IS,  Pouohun.  ABS.  Atoys,  S/R-~-£13395 
STP  Alfa  155  ZB  IB  16K  Prolan.  ABS.  ABoyS.  Alarm  -EI3AB5 
96?  Ada  165 1JBTS  1«vi  ABS,  AiBnn.  PAS.  Atoys_J3^*3 


gyp  ABe  146  Oowerirnd.  Pfotao  Red _ Cl 4^95 

90N  AMa  1652JD7Mn  Spwfc,  NortWfli  BhML~— -JCtOJM 

SSN  AMa  146 1JL,  HWtB~. _ BM 

96N  AHa  1451  A,  Slw  Whfta - £9JH6 

B5N  AHa  148 1J7 16i(  BotHa  Groan.  Ractray  Sunroof  JE9AB5 


ROBERT  Vic  ALL  AYR  •  01252  25C4 


86P  AKa  SpMar  2JIT8  Lueao,  Mel  Stack. - :£23£» 

97P  AHa  6TV  2J)TS  Lusso,  MM  Aoteo  Red  - 122^86 

90P  AKa  IM  20TB  Srarar  Uueo.  Met  Proteo  Red  XI B») 

S7P  ABe  14S 1JBTS  ItW.  Mat  French  Blue  — - £1S^96 

07?  Aim  148  IdTS  16V1  Mat  G*aari__^- - - E12S95 


S.C.T..  MAIDENHEAD  •  01-523  605353 


97?  AM 'HMCIowriaafc  Protect  Lfcr.MC.FSH - £23.995. 

9SN  AKa  164  3A  Soper  Lnsao  Au*a,  Genoe.  Lthr_ E1B4M6 

OSP  AIta  146  241  DonrtaaL  TRamurnt  FSH - __03^S6 

9BN  Alta  156  2J1TS  ISv.Met  Pinny  Spoils  PBek.  FSH  X12MS 
92K  AHa  33  IX,  Sporttm  SDvac  Aflcys.  Boot  Spofler_XK99S 


12  Month  As  proved 
V.'yrr.-.nly 

• 

Fu!!  A  A  Cov  or 

V-'hid-:-  History  Cpeck 

Vcnidc  'nspoction 
Ronort 

=  . :  ;.-.i:  ~  ••• 

• 

:  :a  i  -.,V:d  r. 

Coer.'  Key 
Insurance  Cover 


FISH  BROTHERS,  SWINDON  *  317C3  512535  ■  NORTHGATE.  CANTERBURY  >  01227  765551  ■  ST  LEONARDS.  HASTINGS  •  0 1 424  352233 


96P  AKa  145  dorarlaaf,  Btack.  CO  Sunroct  AMys-C13^N  97?  ABa1M2J>TS  Super.-Met  Oman,  Aloys,  A8SX17J05 

97P  Alta  1486  6  Door,  MatadcHtatam  Gray - £13,250  96?  Aha  155  2JITS 1614  Met  Slvet  Aflcqs,  Atarm._xi  2^*5 

97P  Alta  156  TVrin  Spark.  AHa  Red - £11^K  98N  ABa  1461  J19»i  Mot  Green.  ABS,  Alarm £KW5 

06P  Alta  165 Twfa Spade, MatSararWhae - £11,495  flZJ  AM»1Jta,MdS#W,QLlcMriB.BW £3d*5 

94U  Atta  IM  34  24v  Oovwlem.  FuR  Spec - KKL9B5  91H  Alta  33  IJta,  ABa  Rad.  PAS,  CAraldng.  EAM — £3,795 


97P  Alta  GTV  2JIT9  Liraao,  MM  TWaikan  ESR,  A/CJ21.995 
97?  AH*  155 1ATS  IBv,  MatPiotao  Red.  Sport*  Pack  £14395 

96?  Alta  146  24ft  Alta  Red.  CO - -X133M 

UP  Alta  155  2415(0*  AM  fled  Alloys.  MS. - XI 2395 

MM  ABe  155  2J6V8,  Met  Dork  Blue.  ESR.  FSH - £9395 


APPROVED 
USED  CARS 


dm 

Vj^r 


BMW  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


Only  an  Authorised  BMW  dealer  can  offer  complete  peace  of  mind.  Every  Approved  Used  BMW  has  had 
a  fully  comprehensive  vehicle  check  by  qualified  BMW  technicians  to  bring  it  as  close  as  possible  to 
factory  condition,  as  well  as  vehicle  history  and  mileage  checks,  it  also  comes 
with  a  detailed  service  history  and  a  comprehensive  warranty.  Rest  assured. 


For  more  information  contact  0800  325600,  wwwijnraLcojjk  or  your  local  dealer. 


Please  part-exchange! 

At  Sytncr  direct  car  tiggest  problem  isn't  selling  cars,  it's  finding  them: 
Y«'i!h  Range  Rover.  Mercedes.  Ferrari  and  Audi  within  the  Group  it's  not  just 


Approved  Used  Cars 


For  the  BMW  driver 
who  doesn’t  have  everything, 


Holland  Park  have  it  all! 

For  the  kill  range  of  AC  Schnitzer  BMW  approved 
accessories  and  performance  parts  to  set  your 
BMW  apart  from  all  others,  call  us  now  on 
0181  968  4444  for  our  information  pack, 
or  write  to  us  at:  Holland  House, 

39-40  Hythe  Road,  London,  NW10  6UN. 


Rjngf  Rover.  .........  ^ 

BMWs  we  require.  In  fact,  at  Sytner  the  best  deal  <3  trie  part-exdtartce  deal. 


95N  fe=OG£- 
34 M  SSOCSi 
03K  25CCi  A  :• 
!HJ  SSCi  A  ■ 

?7P  34C'tAS,-wn 
9LM  5JCC>  A 
f,1W  Ml  -i  • 


251750  tUM  M  j  0  S^d 
'73  K  M2  ' 

2*514  54 1> 

S6P  $40, 


in.  2  further  200  cars  available. 


Sytnerc 


MS  | 

1 

1 

M3EVO 

Z3  i 

Daytona  Viotet.  May 

1994. 44300  antes.  FuD 
Item.  Trackm.  Wanuatj-. 

Woe.  pry  tide,  afoot. 

railay  hftghr  Hal,  rmmy  1 

£31300. 

£42300 

□Etras.  list  pins.  1 

Td: 

0181 3929595  or 

Tel:  0860  487731  f 

(01269)  825884 

0468855595 

or  01403  266369  J 

Cotswold 


97P  8401 A  Spt  Orient  Bki8.SpOR - £49,995 

95N  840  CIA  Arctic  Grey.  Boded  X-Spokos,  32K - £40X85 

96N  74WL  Cosmos  Blade,  Board  Monitor,  31K - £42,986 

95N  74M  Cosmos  Btsck.  CVSeab,  MSpokes,  S6K . _X?7.996 

97P  73Sf  A  Stertng  Sflrar,  X  Spoke  AOoys _ £38395 

B6N  9301 A  Petrol  Mica,  Aloys.  Air  Con,  Lumbar.  44K. — _£23>4S5 

94M  53«  Uakfives,  Aloys,  Air  Can,  Laattier.ASK _ £19,495 

96M  5251  ASE  Arctic  Grey,  Aloys.  ESR.  F/Lighta,  30K  C19.9V5 

DSP  M3  Co*w  Boston  Green,  BSeats,  A/C,  K _ £43.995 

96N  M3  Evo  Boston  Green.  Auto  A/C.  LsaAier,  19K _ -£38395 

9SH  3281  Coov  Montreal  Bkie.  Llhr,  Azev  Aloys,  18K _ £31,995 

97P  33S3  TBS  SC  MonfrBgl  Btaa.  Auto  A/C,  tOK _ £23396 

9SN  323J  TOS  SE  Mama  Green,  Aloys.  F/Ughts.  29K  ^£1ft4S5 
96P  32M  Tour  Caiypao  Red,  A8C+T.  Heated  Seats.  13K  £23,995 

98P  31S  (fonv  Boston  Grow.  Air  Con.  1 7K _ £2 4395 

96P  3181 T1  Compact  Bngfu  Red,  Sport.  Leatfter.  9K _ £18,485 

95M  3l8iSOxq3»C€EiR0s  Black.  ESR,  S/Sls.  3lK _ £17,995 

98?  3181 T1  Compact  Ateka  Bk».  ESR.  P0C.  I7K _ £17,495 

95M  318  S  Coupe  Calypso  Rod.  ESR.'ABoys,  47K _ £15395 

97P  31R  SE  &9mga  Blue,  A/C,  Aloys,  F/Ughts,  10K  _ _ £17395 

Over  45  Used  Cars  Available 


Tewkesbury  Road,  Cheltenham,  Gloucestershire 

Telephone:  01242  578838 


Open  7  days  a  week  Sunday  10.00am  -  4.0Cpm 


I TO*  ASE,  9TT  TeoE  itaede  80- 


BBP  BS  43  4DB  Manat  * 

MSecsbK,  l/Vmpr  WTr«JX» 

97H  83  3£  Unitai  Satttanalc 

OcfotiaeSpX  .  2T  £PJA 

fl?  83  UTMrtoa  ftriUtaraA; 
^P»  4*  Pace"  10T  £«nso 

9SMB33JC««* 

Emtat  Spec  *laagn:  Air  asTSSJOT 


BMW  Ml 

The  Ultimata 
M  Power.BMW 

A  Ume  capsule  car,  undl 


AS  NEW  3282 
CONVERTIBLE 

N  its.  MMMl  Blae  Mtt  lealw 

•cn  *0*y«.  As  8*m 

CD,1 1 JW  aflei  Emtal 
CoriAOO,  NeraoMi 
CBMB0. 

Tet  0171 286SBHV 


730i  ASE 


Glacier  Uuc,  iofigo.  ’90 
p^p  53k  retiiwl  prof  oor; 

o/s  pristine  hfcpec. 
Kenwood  iO.Ckfioid 
Sabre,  FSMWSH, 
£9.750. 
01823354456. 


Z31997 


Regbtacit  26/09/97 
Cosmos  Wflck/blgck  leather, 
ifloy  wheels  (Z/Sarj, 
chrome  Uac  pack,  blade 
bood,  80  nrik*  cdj’ 

£24,750 
0181 571 8779 


325i 

CONY 


3231 
Coewiiai fe 

Arc -97JJI0  otoo^.  VHracMa* 

WrlWmaM.draanfcy.M 
W*j  ImImiDV, 

0900  rf  Aiptat  CD  Stno 
■rplpmiw  lllnl  Uewritad. 
GUIS 

T*  0181  m,  Mil  or 
0159  948  729 


1992  bbcfcrqjbt|rej' m, 
25k  mis  only,  1  owner, 

PBKWSH,  raxad  ft  MOT, 
OJ,V.GC 
£14395 
01258837717. 


528i 
AUTOSE 

^^jwrooCmiraBivMif 

“'isssa.'s-* 

01  m  720967  (hV 

0171 888 1860  (wj. 


™nrarribtaH«l9«V* 

fratv^ta*hoo4tiKAlM*ff 
■Mrior.  ibniKd.  2  wmos,f®L 
now  MOT  . 

CW398.'  r  - 

T*L  91714  481161..  : 
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SATURDAY  OCTOBER  11 1997 


PETER  TBIEVNOH 


Descending:  Land  Rover  Discovery 


- 


OCT  the  road:  Land  Rover  Defender 


•  :g  ••  “<•  .  / 

7: . ‘  »V .  ■  •.  . 


Up  the  paper  mountain:  Ford  Explorer 


Andy  Neale  and  the  skeleton  of  the  Blue  Car  Park  mountain:  “If  we  work  at  capacity  through  the  show,  with  all  the  makers  filling  all  the  seats,  I  reckon  we  can  take  15,000  people  round”  Down  the  floodlit  glen:  Fold  Maverick 


occasion 

,  Alan  Copps  on  the  ‘mountain’  that 
will  show  what  your  4x4  can  really  do 


If  the  weather  is  kind.; 
scenic  artist  Christina 
Nash  will  be  putting  the 
finishing  touches  to  her 
mountain  as  you  read  this.  It 
will  feature  heather,  rock  and 
a  capping  of  snow.  As  high  as 
a  house,  it  stands  in  the 
unlikely  setting  of  London  W8. 

For  Christina's  mountain  is 
the  centrepiece  of  the  off-road 
course  being  built  for  the 
London  Motor  Show  that 
opens  on  Wednesday  at  Earls 
Court  Together  with  a  small 
lake,  a  building  site,  picnic 
area,  miniature  pine  forest 
and  a  somewhat  disorderly 
show-jumping  arena,  the  scaf¬ 


folding  mountain  stands  in 
what  is  usually  called  the 
“Blue  car  park”.  It  is  designed 
to  demonstrate  to  prospective 
purchasers  the  off-road  capab¬ 
ility  of  the  four-wheel-drive 
vehicles  on  the  stands  of 
several  manufacturers. 

As  off-road  courses  go.  rfS 
hardly  in  the  Premier  League, 
but  as  a  motor  show  experi¬ 
ence  it  beats  collecting,  bro¬ 
chures  any  day.  There’s  a 
certain  irony  in  this  artificial 
rough-riding  taking  place  in 
West  London.’  A  few  miles 
further  West,  in  the  leafy 
suburbs,  one  of  the  phenome¬ 
na  of  modem  times  is  more 


Stopping  area 


Central  ‘ 


Building  site 


Collection  point/ 

stopping  area 


highly  developed  than  any¬ 
where  else  in  the  land:  the  4x4 
fiill  of  kids  trundling  through 
the  traffic  provides  a  focus  for 
discontent  among  motorists 
attempting  any  distance  great¬ 
er  than  the  average  school  run. 

Indusby  estimates  are  that 
90  per  cent  of  the  vehicles  sold 


in  the  recent  4x4  boom,  de¬ 
signed  to  take  rock,  dust, 
water,  snow,  mud  and  slime  in 
their  stride,  will  never  leave 
the  Tarmac  Of  those  that  do 
go  off-road,  few  wifi  be  re¬ 
quired  to  get  further  than  the 
grassy  fringe  of  a  sports  arena 
or  a  river  bank. 


But  however  often  this  con¬ 
tradiction  is  pointed  out,  the 
sales  of  4x4s  go  on  growing. 
For  what  these  vehicles  offer  is 
not  so  much  transport  as  the 
“leisure-oriented  lifestyle"  be¬ 
loved  of  motoring  marketing 
men.  You  may  never  plug 
mud  in  earnest,  but  the  fact 
that  your  vehicle  can  conveys 
to  friends  and  neighbours  the 
impression  that  you  are  the 
adventurous  sort 

The  motor  show  mountain 
was  sketched  out  by  Andy 
Neale,  managing  director  of  D 
and  S  Events,  an  offshoot  of 
Drive  and  Survive,  the  special¬ 
ists  in  driver  training.  The  10 
vehicles  thai  will  be  climbing 
its  28  degree  slope,  fording  its 
shallow  lake  and  traversing 
skips  full  of  rubble  on  build¬ 
ers’  planks  will  be  driven  by 
instructors  more  used  to  the 
testing  territory  around  the 
Transport  Research  Laborato¬ 
ry  in  Berkshire  where  D  and  S 
is  based.  For  safety  and  insur¬ 
ance  reasons,  would-be  buyers 
will  be  carried  as  passengers, 
not  allowed  to  drive  them¬ 
selves  in  unfamiliar  vehicles 
up  the  paper  mountain  and 
down  the  floodlit  glen. 

So  far  six  manufacturers 
have  signed  up  to  the  prcgecL 
Land  Rover  will  provide  three 
vehicles.  Ford  two,  Mitsubishi 
two  and  Ssanyong.  Isuzu  and 
Subaru  one  each.  “If  we  work 
at  capacity  through  the  ten 
days  of  the  show,  with  all  the 


1993  1994  1995  1996  1997 

(to  Sept) 

TOtaJ  1,778.426  1,910,933  1,945,366  2,025,450  1.777,062 

4X4  58,425  71,060  80.362  78.290  63.836 

%  share  3.29  3.72  4.13  3.87  3.59 


makers  filling  all  the  seats  in 
their  vehicles.  I  reckon  we  can 
take  15,000  people  round  this 
course,"  says  Neale. 

Paul  Robson,  project  direc¬ 
tor,  says  the  idea  is  to  give 
anyone  seriously  interested  in 
a  vehicle  just  a  taste  of  what  it 
could  da  "Ail  they’ve  got  to  do 
is  book  in  on  the  show  stand, 
come  down  the  steps  at  the 
back  of  Hail  2  and  we’ll  take 
them  around.  The  mountain  is 
12  metres  high  and  contains 
4,000  metres  of  scaffolding, 
covered  in  builders'  wire-rein¬ 
forced  paper  and  then  sprayed 


in  polyurethane  foam.  There 
will  be  80  trees,  ranging  in 
height  from  wo  to  b. 5  metres 
and  tons  of  turf,  bark  and 
rock.  If  it  works  we  would 
hope  it  could  became  a  regular 
feanire  of  the  motor  show." 

The  course  was  sketched  by 
Neale  and  Robson  before 
being  engineered  by  Kevin 
Hayden,  whose  company 
Media  Structures  specialises 
on  such  fantasy  contructions. 
to  carry  2 ‘2  tons.  The  whole 
project  has  been  designed  to 
pass  any  test  set  by  environ¬ 
mentalists;  the  trees  would 


have  been  felled  anyway  in  the 
thinning  of  a  commercial 
wood,  the  turf,  bark  and  rock 
will  all  be  reused. 

Nash,  who  expects  to  use 
400  litres  of  paint  adding  to 
the  finished  appearance  to 
Mount  Earls  Court,  says:  “I've 
done  castles  and  villages  be¬ 
fore.  but  never  a  mountain.  1 
looked  at  the  plan  briefly  to  get 
die  feel  of  it.  but  it's  mainly  in 
my  head.  We're  going  to  have 
a  nice  deep  well  at  the  top  and 
a  waterfall  down  into  the  lake 
to  circulate  the  water." 

Work  started  a  week  ago. 
Says  Neale:  “We’ve  got  1 1  days 
to  build  it,  which  should  be 
enough  even  if  the  weather 
rums  against  us. 

"The  real  rest  comes  at  the 
end.  We’ve  got  just  two  days 
after  the  show  to  get  rid  of  it. 
We’ll  stan  the  moment  the 
show’s  over  and  work  through 
the  night." 


EXCLUSIVE  OFFER 
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Save  £3  on  entry  to  the 
London  Motor  Show 
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I’ve  seen  the  future  and  it’s  old  hat 


The  London  Motor  Show  is  not  racing 


towards  2000,  says  Kevin  Eason 


As  the  motor  industry 
turns  the  comer  into 
the  millennium,  will 
there  be  battery-powered  dean 
cars  or  wifi  we  shoot  along 
motorways  in  electronic  con¬ 
voys?  The  London  Motor 
Show  wifi  surely  reveal  all, 
cast  as  it  is  just. a  pebble’s 

throw  from  the  dawning  of  die 
new  century  and  a  world  in 
which  technology  can  solve  all 
our  problems  to  take  us  the 
generational  leap  away  from 
die  clattering  internal  combus¬ 
tion  engine. 

Or  not  For  it  seems  many 
will  still -be  lugging  the  kids  to 
school  in  a  vehicle  that  would 
look  more  at  home  on  a  futur¬ 
istic  battlefield  than  in  the 
high  street,  according  to  a  line¬ 
up  which  locks  thin  on  leaps 
and  big  on  minor  hops  along 
the  motoring  catwalk.  Car- 
makers  are  showing  faith  in 
the  future  of  the  4x4  with  the 
only  genuine  new  or  concept 
vehicles  at  the  show  in  the  off¬ 
road  depanmem. 

5  ran  with  the  star  of  die 
show,  the  Land  Rover  Free- 
lander,  which  will  dominate 
the  attention  of  thousands  of 
visitors  as  the  first  all-new 
Land  Rower  for  a  decade  since : 
the  launch  of  the  immense!  ey 


successful  Discovery.  But 
Isuzu  and  Chrysler  are  giving 
us  a  glimpse  of  what  is  to  come 
as  we  move  into  the  second 
century  of  the  motor  car  in 
Britain.  And  it  is  all  depress- 
ingly  familiar.  ; 

The  Chrysler  Icon  is  a 
reworking  of  the  famous 
Wrangler,  though,  to  be  hon¬ 
est  it  looks  like  a  4x4  with 
bumpy  bits,  something  you 
would  buy  your  10-year-old 
son  for  Christmas,  only  scaled 
up  for  adults.  Apparently,  the 
vehicle  has  been  “freshened”, 
but  you  can  bet  a  pound  to  a 
barrel  of  mud  that  this  latest 
off-roader  shares  more  than 
lookalike  design  gizmos  with 
just  about  everything  else 
coming  on  to  the  market. 

Nothing  new  under  the 
bonnet  apparently,  but  one  of 
the’ designers  was  inspired  by 
a  camper's  -backpack  so  the 
seats  are  made  of  exposed 
aluminium  tubes  with  wash¬ 
able  leather  upholstery, 
another  by  mountain  bikes. 
Rest  assured  though, you  don't 
need  to  do  any  pedalling. 

For  those  of  you  who  enjoy 
bouncing  around  in  fields  (in  a 
4x4  that  is),  you  will  notice  a 
plethora  of  these  chunky- 
bumpered  jobs  coming  to  mar- 


However,  the  company 
wants  to  find  our  what  the 
reaction  would  be  here  before 
attempting  to  sell  the  off- 
roader.  The  answer  wifi  prob¬ 
ably  be  positive,  though  you 
wifi  be  wondering  where  the 
vehicle  exhibits  the  sort  of  new 
technology  we  crave  to  enter 
our  next  century. 


Vehi-CROSS:  with  aeration  cavitation . . .  whatever  that  is 


Well,  the  inevitable  sat¬ 
ellite  navigation,  a 
rear-mounted  video 
camera  that  sends  pictures  up 
to  the  driver,  and  a  stylised 
carbon  fibre  rev  counter  and 
speedometer  plus  a  dial  telling 
you  what  proportion  of  drive  is 
being  fed  to  which  axle.  All 
that  to  go  the  shops. 

There  is  one  thing,  however. 
Come  with  me  to  the  magical 
world  of  Isuzu  suspension  and 
I  leave  you  here  contemplating 

the  forthcoming  show  with 
this  description  of  the  Vehi- 
CROSS  is  system,  the  first  to 
use  a  “piggyback  reservoir", 
ringing  in  your  ears.  This  is 
the  Brave  New  World:  “When 
Vehi-CROSS  encounters  a 
bump,  the  road  shock  forces 
the  gas  and  oil  to  be  separated 
within  the  unit,  giving  en¬ 
hanced  damping  characteris¬ 
tics  by  eliminating  aeration 
cavitation." 

Those  interested  in  more 
details  of  aeration  cavitation 
should  ask  the  Isuzu  represen¬ 
tative  on  stand  Ftx  Good  luck. 


Chrysler  Icon:  it  looks  like  a  4x4  with  added  bumpy  bits 


ket  as  you  consider  your  next 
purchase.  An  analogy  featur¬ 
ing  sheep  and  car  designers 
springs  to  mind  at  this  mo¬ 
ment,  though  I  cant  diink  for 
the  life  of  me  why. 

Until  studying  pictures  of 
the  Isuzu,  which  will  feature 
large  on  company’s  Earls 
Court  stand.  Designed  by 


Englishman.  Simon  Cox  in  his 
studio  near  Birmingham,  the 
Vehi-CROSS  (no  explanation 
fra-  the  capital  letters,  and  it  is 
pronouned  Vee-cross,  so  there) 
is  already  available  in  Japan, 
creating  long  waiting  fists, 
according  to  Isuzu.  This  is  a 
nation  that  thinks  a  poisonous 
fish  is  a  delicacy. 


To  coincide  with  theLondan  Motor 
Show,  readers  of  The'Times  can 
take  advantage  of  a  E3-off  entry 
.  voucher  (the  normal  price  is  ElGj.  Your 
voucher  can  be  used  on  either  Monday,  . 
■  October  20  or  Friday,  October  24. 

.  Simply  present  the  voucher  at  the  ticket 
office  when  you  arrive  at  the  show. 

-  '■  With  48  car  manufacturers  exhibiting 
.  all  flteir  new  cars;  inducting  an 
outstanding  number  of  UK  launches, 
.-the  London  Motor  Show  promises  to 
•be  better,  than  ever. 

It  wEU  bea.great  day  out  and 
includes  the  Top  Gear  stage  where  you 
.  can  enjoy  the  antics  of  your  favourite 
presenters  and  have  a  chance  to  be 


driven  around  a  challenging  4x4  off¬ 
road  course.  • 

The  show  is  at  Earls  Court  between 
Wednesday,  October  15  and  Sunday,  ■ 
October  26, 1997.  Call  0171-341  9341 . 
for  tickets 


THE  TIMES  £3  OFF  ENTRY 

|  This  voucher  entitles  the  ■■ 
bearer  entry  to  the  1 H  E  1 
London  Motor  Show  for 
E7,  a  saving  of  £3.  ' 

Valid  on  Monday.  MOTOR 

October  20  or  Friday,  S  H  O  W 
October  24  only.  Not  to 
be  used  in  conjunction 
with  any  other  offer 


MOTOR 

SHOW 
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CHANGING  TIMES 
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accessories 


FORD 


Vfr  Tii^ynfly  np^H  rn  hny  1=55”™**  RaVmcqtj 

•  ROLEX  •  PATEK PHILIPPE  •  CARTEERl 

AUDEMARS  *  PIAGET  -  BREGUET  •  VACHERON  l 
.  JAEGER  (REVERSO)  *  BREITLING  *  BULGARI  gj 

Phone  now.  call  in  personally  or  send  your  wristwatch  v 
by  registered  maiL  Payment  bv  return.  < 

'Our  trpituiion  is  your  Gujrjntee  of  Satisfaction ' _ 


SCOmo  nun  My, 
ToazmlUnL  SS  iDsn,  97?, 
£14990-  Tefc  01530  560006/ 
01530  814MO  ten  T. _ 


FOUR  WHEEL 
DRIVE  WANTED 

tWlW6ftpBdf  iiMInrdl 
law  aril-pi  VaUW*l 

Muun  Gmro  01372  749090. 


CLASSIC  CARS 

njUMLBl  1964,  W8 
WbMM  Hto  “"P 

i^Sb.«aagMTfc 

SbOiag’ayaa^SSiP^pa*; 


JAGUAR 

ETVPE 

1967  4.2  coupe.  £40900 
rcsKmaoo,  red. 

■ctnmring^ 

£364)00. 

Td:0468  747572. 


FERRARI 

AUTHORISED 


Lancaster  \ 


FERRARI 

authorised 


FERRARI 


HONDA 


— uwraamra — 

90S  HO  ET  £»5J8B 

- 2+2 12  CYLHBER - 

97P45SCn  .  IT  SPJUL 

37P  4SSGT  IT  £?UA 

W.C6GT(BR5]  _ ST  £99JM 

- 12GVLBBB - 

97P  FS12M  ZOftU  £119,080 
9UTESTM0SSA  ZT  £K*08 

89F  TKTMOSSA  157  £54  JOG 

87ETBMBSSA  8T  £52,008 

- F3K - 

B7P  F355  SPIDER  ZT  EROA 

97P  F355GTS  ZT  EPJU 

97P  F3S6TFS  7T  £SUH8 

95MF355B  1ST  £83.750 

- 348 - - 

94H34BSTC  3T 

94M348  SPIDER  4T 

MU3MG7B  77 

93L  348  ‘SPECMLF  1ST 

94L  34STS  131 

91H348TS  7T 

S1J34STS  26T 

98H340TS  1«T 

- 328/308 - 

88F3Z86TS  18T  £49, ON 

KC^SfiTS  m  M.750 

KB  3806TB  25T  £37,908 

83Y  3BBGTS  2ZT  EJ7J8B 

- &Z0MUAL - 

BOH  ROSHAL  3.4T  CABRIOLET 
BOSUZBM  1ST  filBJOO 

- CLASSICS - 

1983512BBi 

puiroocuraiED)  £B5,m 

- ware - 

mi  Maria  Vigufi  far  an  tutBOl 

jria  and  riocMai_ff  yanara 
“*  *"  mB  T""*  Ito  l  BTi  w.  hr 

■mu  liJ[4it  Mu Tly  ihritw 

01S09Z3  22  33 

SONDfly  10-4 


’ga^va 

■ftttlntm  IHt  £14995. 

masa  413435. _ 

CMC  Ut  95W  1  tedr  owawr  l«k 
mis  OS  m  TurtjuOlM  M 
PUSH  £2*00.  Cdl  «•**  “ 
01179  77V776.  0410  aOO*82t 


TESTAROSSA 

1990a  Red  with  Cranu. 

11,000  nutas,  FF5H, 

'  inanacutaM  condition. 


mmm 


Tel:  01483  797289 


Itoaa  btaa  Mw*  jMrtbar  My*  CB-V  dLyaJTMowlIntea 

gag^sg/^^iSl  asa^ss^gy-*- 

B  WEO  4B6  CX  BHP.  lUWlMc  14  CUV  LS  ma,  97P  BMhraHa 

MBfiRP”  sSaLriaT*5 

UBBSB  3-2  anlOOS.  MK,  Aar- 


0181  300  56S1  <0850  873830 


FORD 


COUPE  Mf  199SNnM«M  ESX 
+  anal  areas  lEjOOO  mOm 

£15495.  Tttoin  aai  4444  t 
ITALIA  HAT  (flu  970?) 
BaidmtL  SL,  MOT  Of  n.  EPQA. 

Tut  0181-67S  02*1 _ _ 

ITALIA  HAT  oftae  9SOQ  Coup* 
16V  Tnbo,  17k.  Mr  Oao, 
ETOA.  TBtQ181-675  0241 
ITALIA  HAT  o«ac  96(H)  Coop* 
IdTlttto  21L1HISV,  e?«A 


MMGDlOniMrOTlto 
i~-t  «Uh  30  mOa  only. 
00.250.  T«fc  01530  S60OS6/ 
01530  814440  San  T. _ 


T*t  0181-675 


814440  Sen  T. _  _ 

HEW  n»M  inretoo  IB  0X5 
dm  96P  miattal  Mot,  7900 
min.  0.1/000.  T*k  01530 
560056  T. _ _ 


ACCORD 

Aaodecfc  22  ES.  "95  N. 
Ante,  Aircai.lefllKX.CD, 
FS&  LS-OWnrifes, 
Excellent  coodkioa. 
£12*00. 

Tek  0181 8835194 

Prime  nla 


gP  bBBfflIIBBTIIMB  J 

HONDA  HONDA  HONDA 

New  97/98  RHD  SpedficsBav 
Fantastic  savings  on 
ad  current  mooeis. 
September  daBvreyawatabta 
CaH  01703  470208 
Fax 471707 
or 07000 1  EUROCAR 

Lease  Hire  QuotsBons 

AwdaUe 


HONDA 


,  IHBD  35  aote,  947.  SDro. , 


29k.  VoT  EV9P6.  PlukW 
01813005651  /0850  873830 

,  BBC.  92 j,  '  LBS,  Fncnrali 

j  ]f27£s£ 

flytaa  Dtowa  0115  924  1144. 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 


JAGUAR  I 

3-2  Spora,  3,900  miles, 

Pi eg.  Camivai  Red  metellk;  i 
Rill  Parchment  leather 
iatoriM.  ESR.  ABSjnto.  | 
alkrys.ssoew 

£29^00, 

Tel:  01895  632237  . 


SOVEREIGN 

3JLWB96N 
Spmce/Piped  Upholstery 
extras.  14K 
£33,950 

0151  Si9  2191 
9836638413 


X300 

3.2  Amo.  94M. 
Flamenco  red.  1  owner. 
33K.  Immaculate. 
£22^00. 

0378699599/ 

01782263709 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER  LEXUS 


MERCEDES 


iasCE  2934. 

28*  Bri*  Stf; 


a-jlnmUtfjreMMtewa-to 
— n^..  »Miiiiniin  nif  TTWnaa 

"**  tSSHTaZm.  Tot 


X  300  uareMN  M.  M 
oaBaMllBUIteBSILBBB.  58k 
wl  823.460.  01344  774809. 


XJ6 


3-2  Amo  95N.  J.greeo. 
18k  lnw«,  manu  wnty. 
FJSH.  Usual  spec,  with 
cream  Mir  and  a/c. 
Pristine.  Export  model, 
RHD.  £22kooo. 
0131-220*1558. 


Scotthall 

Jaguar  XJR 
SuporCtiargad 

95M  Racing  (keen.  Cream 
Leather,  Manual.  28,000mb. 
OutragousfrFast  £29^95 

01703  789492 


CwtwWi  1997.  Cmkil 
A  l  Ci  Ml  tortm  CTl—tr 
ck.  18~ADm  arid  CA 
>00  mbm.  <*96  S72  717 


MAN. 

1992.  dpai  rad.  1  owner, 
usual  «cr as.  VjG-C,  FJSH. 

£12^00. 

01984656735. 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 
WANTED 


sgr^ES:0'60  9*780*' 

01372  748080  Mato  VUtoy  ore 
THE  jMwr  Bq«n  Conger 
rtittaoiriSiLOBai  406172  wM. 

MSOtOTI  kmii  W|B»Wter 

Ma  OlS+lfzSctt 


LAMBORGHINI 


DIABLO 

MeatHcBtoe 
Cnara  bide,  93K,  9 MO  i 


GS300 

93L  21k  silver  FLSHB&l 
6yr  warranty 
£23456. 

01277  659933/ 
0973254726 


LOTUS 


MAZDA 


0800  823  426. 


MERCEDES 


ESTATES 

A  Mlcetkai  oTow  ok  m  * 
hbiory  vcUdoL 
FOCftfireseamlltolc 
B30TN  MAO.  49k.  Vaj 
oKk.lericr4iit.Q9i 
EZXrr  K  ECS  AOb  ML  Rcsr 


THECAE 
£78^95  . 
RoneearaMde 
TritSSSlMBlA. 
0&8113Z7119Z3(eare) 


LEFT  HAND  DRIVE 


SS  Km  300  CX  Cawr  alee  hood 
twin  i/baw  IwBh  «kc  — ere 
Awta  xoD-0«r  PSH  CZS995-  Tab 
0831  898888(01203  &0MJ 


ft  HMd  IJIP  nridw-LH 
wnwL  01643  414307. 


A  Sytnar  Company 


CONTRACT  HIRE 


SSSoBaEgV  JAGULAR  & DAIMLAR 


AUTHORISED  DEALERS 


Ccr.tict  Sieve  Sum  f  r  S'.:1, «  C ::!(«{{ 

01206  855 500 


CONTRACT  HIRE 


BH1H  DEALS 


:  QUALITY  CAR 
SmdaUat.  » 
Plw  Uwtai 
01932  35204: 


snot  dn 
Contract 


Now  Flats  ter  PriraH  ■ 
Tri  0171  603  6969  T. 


FORD 


MAVBBCK2.4  0815  dare;  96P. 


PLATINUM 

BflJkiJCTOURTSflCLEHHindyailimUftMinWLIlT 


..  n':f. 


SPEOAUSTS  lit 

•  cnmucTHUE 

•  LEASE  PUKHISE 
-  HUE  PUKHISE 

•  REETINUGflEU 

•Kaaaamueaan 


069  SAAB  4606  H  MTTO  RIU.  UAMTBUMCF  COKTSACre  WITH  j 
rXTIfiOfiOO  IM/NOH  MMMT 

^  11*9  mc  Aftiivi  UlMCT ant  9t  BWilW  Mi»  f 

£149  +  VAT  {15  OHUTJ  tXMlMI  a  BOW  / 


aw  £260 

NIDI 

■Pf£2S9 

mbodb 

w£325 

iiNGE  mom 

w£544 


POISOC  BOOH 

SS t£599 

anna 

w£6?9 

JAGXK8  CONV 

Wf£920 

■sc  sun  viz 

W£I799 


w£249 

UQSSE 

w£259 

6/UJBtr 

w£299 

SWHOE 

w£299 


tut 

w£145 

U6UNI 

Sf£239 

■OWED 

m£259 

mssxr 

®£259 


01566  652767/01783  362600 

HOHDCO  25  24V  5  riore;  MU 
Wa—M  wbtov  14X.  £9^60. 
Tab  01630  560056/  01530 


CONTRACT  HIRE 


THE  ONLY  WAY  TO 
FINANCE  A  NEW 
COMPANY  CAR -FOR 
COMPETITIVE  RATES 
ON  ALL  MAKES  & 
MODELS 


Tel:  01734  845555 

Oprn  Sunday  lOiim  •  2pm 
After  hours  0036  27<i+97 

.'ongn!l-;rpl:.c;.-.rcaiir;'i!cu,ir  I 


CONTRACT  HIRE 


P  X0«jfce.ur  . j«8» 

■  Ufl40iWWnoft.3(T  ....XSM85 
95  URMHtfSIBXr 

e  URMiet.47r . mjes 

B7MSpatJbagUft7r . JS5A95 

M  40  sport  s^fte,  nc.  cr  msas 

p  i2SpcrtCmt+m ...  .sum 
P  12  BaeMn  Bemad,  urmjK 
P  la&trofclBRG.  11T  —  XSljBS 
P  US  12  Catena.  19T . XXfU 

P  XJS12SWC8.71T . J2MK 

XJ40  8AL00H8 

li  usn«tt«MC.an’...£2%aH 
H  3J  Grid  Krpkirer,  L/C,  14T  J21JH 
L  Soreriip 32  Jade, 3ST  ...21M95 

B  Sre40lteocOT,4ST . HUB 

K  So»40Sriot48T . SXtjm 

L  12Saed(,AC,4ST . £17^5 

M  USNn^riwEfT . HVK 

X4S 

N  US40  Com  Aqua.  Z7T  ...BUB 

■  US4AKin^a«16r  ....£36395 
K  XJ5t11  Cere  BBS.  2H  —  J5B5 


Tel:  01732  456300 
Out  of  hours:  0589  990722  I 

ws*0f3::.:)!r.ii»s.,MKi'S  .jr.-jr  I 


'  12Sp«CareWQrenMC  ITOUB 
1  UlpeaTMaCtomSACITDlK 
'  USpMBflBOrireri  MUrrSUE 
•  12  span  Qrtriorerenc  nous 
1  utodM^OftriKirnus 
l4»T|HlBriladM  EBRTTTDUC 
ll25pMKkelfte  ACCJM3R 
loramw 

I  5WU8CV  ftRdbtaAC  XT  CUB 
I  tonidpURenOni  ACKT03B5 
I  SareriB  U  UsnceOa  MC4tn2239j 

.  toreripUDbReAiNCS  C21» 
SrearipUSMtopAGSrEaLKB 
l  torerireMMJM  UCCTua,® 


Tel:  0131  302  3333 

thoiin  04fi7  0041^5 

Open  Sunday  lO.«m-5p'T> 

S  min-*  from  M25  Junction  U 


Stratstone 

of. 


A  dmdttre  plan  Is  bur  JsgiBre 
BSN  XJS  4H  Com  Area, 

S*apWre,MT - OBJAS 

IW1A4J  Corea  Amo. 
KkwAriier.  21 T _ tZ7A0S 

ana,  ra  SpecTcrf. _ cisak 

wp  unusc  Area, 

Snnn,2T - EBAM 

nvSwe  *X  LB/B  Muta, 

Cstreiwl.raapM.4T _ LK9H 

•M  Sew  4A  IreBAota, 

8ftck.2ST - £35381 

m«  doMm  am  4o  lwb  Aen, 

TIMareSn' - n«>9S 

FM  Sov  +J)  LWB  AulO, 

Tftrehfia,agT— - -  reM 

mpxj»4ja  apart  Ane.  - _ 

sRamr  ,=^ — — — -xn,n 

■TMUEracUAata, 

AntfncBe,  ZT - EJ3J65 

■TP  XJ  apart  12  Ante,  -  _ 
CMM.fr - : - aims 

BNMUMfc. 

tereftta.2iT - CUM 

8HXJB 12  SVP  Aato. 
a*pMn*M4>M - a M« 


O  !  7  \  Oi’l  4  IO  1 
tl  i i»H  t,-  _* 


EJOOT  Dted  Hm  Moo  4Sk. 
Wahre.  MW  ores.  <20995 
OOOTM«»dM  re»  A8»l  Wear 

t‘“‘K  .  oSm**™**- 

laOTEKits  Are»m  Akeca.  icm 
sere,  vMltoTU*.  09995  . 

We  deal  Narieenride.  Bar  ftete 
AMD  J030W 
Sa  0831483114 


220  AMG 

Sports  fine. 
SOver/grey  hhrinC6k 
mis  only.  1996N. 
£32,000. 

01619288337 


C280 

Sport,  96P.  BriDiant 

-  Silver,  Black  hide, 
immaculate,  good  spec, 
aircon.  NO  Amms. 
£29995. 

Mr  01295  690770 


24. 4  doer  dbari  Ana.  Mm 
Bloc/Biack-  "94  L  22.000  nak*. 
BLS/RF.  PAS.  ABSL  Menu.  AH 
Had  exure.  Grey  trim.  atbn. 
WbImH  trim,  boot  ipoiler.  PSH 
hr  dnkc.  taMlde  ccadirioa. 
Taxed  Dec.  MOT  1 -yen. 

£I7.SO0aoo.  .  . 

Teb01274 522412 or 
M07395952 


190E2.0 

93K.64fcnrik«.Met*tBcbtaB, 

wniMife  "Any  i-liMtla.  ■ 

Btaijredx  riecdic  tan  reef  end 


toad  tem  SMBSH.  1  eweec- 

BiaflntccpdMoa 


I  +  wr  ■  Itarere treodreftOVIUH Mf/ 
■■  mmj  aid  sritMelmd  ealy.  M|«>  to  mm 


SHORT  AND  LONG  TERM  CONTRACT  SPECIALISTS 


.AwffiSSr'SS.S? 


C0M1MCT  MM  I  PEKSOHAt  tOHUICB  SHORT  1WII  .RBP 


aaoreaUBORAreuraumHia  OMltsMBOMWrCre . «3Zf 

SHVM(HSaOLR*aMUWUn«»  JMfOmtnU  TP  apart . on 

SfenalA  Cl  Tt*  Fire  »n«nl.  tree  toMPwbUllb . UBS 

MB  1  JO  L 1  Ik,  CbmOo  Unre  ....  ras  BareOM OOm»  IJ  CTii  in . an 

BreaniwiDr . aa  iwiiakaa  ts.ttkrecM  ...eas 

LwreURT . etas  ww  08I1A  re.  to  Bare . are 

wonreoiALJtBDiIc)»hi«...nre  CMtnsEi.aoaftreu . cits 

Moans  i*  la  to -are.  atom,  tin  8p—  miizj  taxocoPTSe-MM 
Mina  ia  mm  ee  ciwiM .  on  nMMii4em.tot«aoia.BMs..cna 

■HMUMia . MM  MnlJUlIkawa . CTO 

are/ua  suauc  to  lwb  am  .are  ammsioi . tin 

Raw  «M  Utalm  CMa. . .  nM  bcBri1AtowHO«n..ciB 
iiipsin  rt  i.i  e  up . rue  ikwoiUTOaureapfWiltM 

Arty  Make  w  lWodel  -  Wtew  or  Ueed~ 

M  rMren  era  piua  WAT.  Bu>ln>a>  Uun  On*y.  Subfact  to  Areua I 
Hud  Hm  eared  ha  Contract  Pwiad  wMi  Canbret  Hire. 
CJLU.  MOW  ON  OOP  7  B*Y  TREEPHONI  NUMBER 


1  YEAR  EXAMPLES 

BITSBBtSW  SPACE  WAGON - £211 

VEC1RA  2-0  6m,  A/C - £269 

PIBCtOT  306  GTi  6,  A/C - £299 

SR0G0HU6UTD - £387 

■BKBZCS  C200  OASSK  - £479 

BMW  72K  AUTO - £012 

3  YEAR  EXAMPLES 

POGH1T406  1^ - £209 

1AGWU  2JB  n,  VK,  A/C - £217 

PmSUl  2JH6V  SK,  A/C - £249 

MEKC  E200  A/GABK  AUTO - £299 

IHBKE3001D  V6ABDE - £925 

VOUO  V90  SO  CB  ES1HE _ £M2 

BMW  72ti  AUTO - £595 

SPECIAL  OFFERS 


tafcyre tofaad  mihttmlmMim  ■■■lif.Hqt  Coraa 

n  ma  fa  ingw  wilt  — Jff 

aaodoataareikasa  aare-dWnbadfaHnMlaa.  -KM 


MUb?  Bare  Staff?  , 
>  Prafatf?  laak  Ra  FartM 


firmBlar  Iyw,ai0arfy3y 

POBTO  1.1  S - £129 

POLO  1.0 _ £149 

BBAVQ  MS  _£16B 

MARBU14  - £194 

CJUnSMA \jb - £197 

CIVIC  1-42 - £199 

MJWHUBX - £205 

MAZDA  323 - £205 

BBAVO  tax - £219 


d^iac.VU@10lM- 


VECTRA,  XANTIA  HATCH  &  ESTATE 
FROM  AH  AMAZING  £325/MNTH  ! 
FIRST  COME,  FIRST  SERVED 


01959570104 


E220 

AidoComa.'SSN. 
BteoWCtan  toattiv 
Interior.  8.400  mte,  RJ 
apse.  Vtoy  good  cundBoa 
£31 A00  ana 

Tefc  01 880 825673(H) 
or  0171  2520278/W) 


E320 

Avaut  garde  96N. 

I  owner,  immaculate 
condition  FSH. 
£32^00  Private  sale. 

TEL:  0181 391 0533 
(Office  hoars). 


EXPLORE* - £459  BMW3I8i»; - g» 

MERC  Cl  80  mo  MERC  040  VO - £469 

UMKRUm - £355  Stt Mi V6MK  |N9 

S806UNSWB - Eg  OMWMOlSE- — £489 

t£XUS  GS3Q0 _ £589  JTO  610  UREDO  — £459 

SPECIAL  OFFES-WHIU  STOCKS  IASI 
Vectra  28  GISL  Air  Con  E256 


!  SBMS~~l/iiiiwii  Sqlooil  EstattT"! 

ilOOOul  £320  £370  £395  £425  j 

pMKtal  £330  £395  «2S  £450  j 

|2500toI  £350  £429  3450  £475  > 

bOOOftd  £390  £469  SOP  £515  [ 

bhwhie  fflmu  £.g-gw 

m*re«Hre«re^mahre».^aaAla4a*fct|l  i  ■  a 

WHS  BAKE  COMRERCUIS  &  CARS 
AVAILABLE  ONMUWID WUM 


FAX:  Olim^9Q444 


WB  MERCEDES  BSNZ  <1K 
230  KOWRBSSOR  SPORT 
QtEENfUACK.  E/SEATS.  ■ 
A/CON-  E/ROOF.  H/SHATS. 
TOTAL  SPEC.  6  HOLE  A/W 
98MLSXPOA 

l  01717302131 


MERCEDES 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


cSs^ 

StSESSSSL' 

*»cafL<w.caAW. 

UW31KM 

0171 730  2131  j 


E220 

Cnvc.Mardi9S.Mtf 

giey/biact,nm  leader, 
afcan,  CD.  afloys.  9k  wte- 
FWBSH. 
£30.660- 

01582460604 


E200  ELEGANCE 

95N 

Roby  Red/Bdge  Hide, 
37K,  standard extras, 
FMBSH 
£25995  ono 
0836580162 
0958715826 


E200  M  Reg 
Estate 

36K,  Red/Beige, 
FMBSH.  extras 
Offers 

0181 349  OQ55(Ogice) 
0467370180 


MERCEDES  S280 

(14  ads  old) 

Sdwcr.  DrekBlos  Icaitor 
nptotarey.8ftrieiltors.Av 
CteLflUan  Orearenit 
YOVSSFORPSANDTS— 
at  02^70 

I6X00mta.0nelwtfoanre.Ncw 


C180 

ELEGANCE 

96N.btaek.WWr.rir 

een,aSa]n;mn38k. 


C1S,99S 
0448921778/  : 
01705  647513. 


“  320  SL  ^ 

'ML  AMG.  red.  erem  tastier, 
srcan.ataaricten.RK 
34000  r4cl 

£44fi00  ONO. 
Tft0l31 551 0202 (day) 
01313371394 
l  "  j 


sue  230 


*1246413869  036  KD) 

or  0770592504 


S320  Auto. 

Black/  grey  IthrinL 
.  Ilk  mis.  1996N. 
FMBSH-  £3WXX). 

01619288337 


SSOO  COUPE  94 
MODEL 

•  BtoBhrtrWnHilte 
FMBSH.  34K.  Oritoptofic 
Bocok  Sena,  Mari,  an  enrec 

UBffK  ■ 

0171 609 1133  (Off) 
0181 492  0559 (Hone) 


Corapraor . 
tope  17,  dritonritere,  Itadnri* 
fcltadytadintar.rerote, 
bread  area.  AMG  rib^CDrefa. 
mac  to  Wared 
139^56.  . 

Tab  6171 5113838. 


500SL  . 

1981  Bteck.AC.irer 
soat*.  8  hate  aOoys. 
many  other  antres. 
54^00  mtet  FMBSH 

£41,995, 

01923772048 


97R  MERCEDES  BENZ 
CUt  320  ELEGANCE 
QUARTZ  BLUE.  LEATHER. 
CLIMATE,  PARJCntOWC 
E/D5EAT.  ASC-  4X  A/BAGS. 
P66MLS  SFOA 

V  0171736  2131  J 


■  GAMBOtET  E220 

1B93I-reo.  Whilo/Hoe 
rood  Bltla  leather 


701500  Briton,  FMBSH 
stunfringcw 


07090350010 


CmOm  «r* 

THE  MERCEDES 

SIX  236  - 


ctr  a  treat  FWftrered  l 

KSEUKSSSSl 


SLK230  r-TBSooSSSSr- 


New.  Del  miles.  Tracker. 

A/C.  Linarite  blue. 
Grey/btack  interior.  Best 
ofiea  over£38K. 
0385 297449  or  office 
boors  0181  SOI  092f~ 


230  SLK 

Kompressor.  1997. 
Yellow  stone,  very  high 
spec,  2k  mis. 
£39,500  ohd.  . 

Eves  01296  688670 
Day  81525  372176. 


SIX  230  Kompressor 
Brand  New  Defirory  Mies 

£2^00  Premium 

HP/PX 

ring  for  Fid  Spec &Defais 

0181-8488866/ 

0002611586/0968223344 

Heathrow  BMW  Ltd 


SLK  230 

97  R,  new.  under  100 
miles.  Stiver/  Red 
Black  leather.  fuD  spec. 

£38,508. 

Tel:  8631 237100 


Mercedes  080  Classic 

From  Only 

£61  Per  Week 

'  Contact  Mike  Smith 
Tel;  0171 987 1999 
F*c  0171 987 1518  1 


SL500 

Preg.  New  ipoc.  Great  Bftcfc 
Cream  tahr.  toBy  loaded.  ESP, 
«fc.6CD.  mem  acre.  1  o*M 
cob  dDOOreD»-Mrar  rele. 
ImnaG.'apASL 

Tcfc  01708479351/ 
0976829221 


SL300 

Oct  9U.Bayi/oey 
learber.  24k.  FMBSH. 
8HA.  rear  sears,  CD, 
warranty  fi«8.£37^0a 
0161439151V 
0161 2362300(0) 


280SL 


1993  L  teg,  Black  Moallic. . 
toadter  tarerita;  1  areas', 
FMBSH,  35^00  miles,  fidl 

gnec.  dizziaie  nnniml 

immaculate.  £41,950. 
Tel:  9171 221 7487  late  eves 
or  day  0171 6022747  or 
04686  23238 


COMPOBEKSNE  R56UKC 

PAYING  OVER 

£200? 

Ltaf  Cost  Scteam  tor  Atatato 

0345  123111 

kismet  mrJtwwwMbxeJO 


CWiBq  Ame  Ante  ctafc  raeic . JCTCtt^BS 

Cl  00  Sport  Kata  Gnwo  btei,  aAays,  ta,  cd . JTE2L99S 

C200B*S Ao» TOTmatoe, midi cto#l.cfci  ....48T£I8JB5 
(WSp«ATtailiQinddDllta.h«s4^  •  ...23TEa14B 
C220  Sport  AulO  Rbty.eniiar,  AUG  atoys  ...2ZTmjXj 

C230EtogAtdoAnjPt6,  mudidcrii  . 2TE2A995 

C22ID  Quito  Aato  Sfter,  Wadi  Cttfi,  nr . ITTCfS^BS 

E200BogAHklSlw4Cloii.afc.cd . 4TE2LH5 

E200  Anal  Aulo  Stow,  hda.  afc.  ssr.  to,  ihr ....  XT  OLB95 
E2SIClBWcADloGnenbtack,afcyi,C0  ...  . 5TC7JB5 

E230  Big  Auto  tartat*  con.  0-VAT . ,ll)T£3ty»S 

E2»  Big  AMD  SAW  gray  ftritar.  axed . JTO09W 

E2»BqA%uinB»n.inid)hUB.araii . 8TI3239S 

E230  Eat  ElegAWo  Gin  I*,  Q-VKT,  air.  male  .  .12TE3139S 

E2»EtogAaloGAiack.{mctofLarcon . .WT  £31485 

E230EtogAaloTaiiina£n4. Mgs dodi. aircon  .  TITSSIffi 
E2MEtf  Ehg  Aato  Azreta.  hide,  air  on.  rii  ....XTE8M9S 
E230  Est Atefi^ri# Stafl4 doto,cSmrt8, its  ..13TI35395 

E2U  Bag  Auto  Azunts.  grey  Mde.ak  con  . .12TE3M9S 

SUM  Stare.  Wack  ttota.  ics,  htam  cd,  tot  a  . .  ..K)T  £57365 

q  Riti  'toiTSjk*.  mtnJwoni.  (in,  rfc.8h . JSJT  £5*^96 

SL500  Aorta.  nwHawm  tola.  as.  Bh.  rim . 15TES239S 

aim  Great  to*  Mt.  HTAU&.  &.  Ms.  cd . . .  XTJ7W9S 
S2tttSta.bklMJa.sre.ria.ireO.hire.atw..  ST  £393*5 
S28o Gwretgaci. nush Mria. atop. muse  ■■■■■UTPWas, 


S~iy 


USED  CAXS 


5^3 


97P  C18QSportM«,5sp,ta,drcDn . 4T  £22^85 

97P  CiaOBegtocS  Auto  Met,  aiCCiuM . ITT  £23^85 

97P  aBOCtasdcktaLarest . JTS25395 

S7P  tan  Begum  Hat.  auto,  sir  con.  M . .1ST  £25^95 

BSP  C280  Etog  A  Met  hide,  cd,  ^xfef .  8  hetae  ..STE31J95 
96U  E200AutoU6l.esr.walrfstiTs.ewx4  ...ACT £18^5 
901  EDO  Auto  Mat  ear,  aw4,  rte,  aob,  alann  .jBTtt^SBS 

97P  EZOOBsguce  Auto  Met  ItatOS  . .11TQ7395 

ML  E220  Auto  Met  dst,atann  . 24T  £18,995 

96P  E230Bsg»M  Auto  Met  8tt*  eon . £T  £29^95 

96P  V230  Trend  Itared  Mot  days . .07  £21,995 

96P  E280  Awntgsrta  Uel,  ate,  oa . .13TC31J995 

SSL  Ea»QwprMEt5Aido,akCOaWdB-H+.  J0TP1^95 

MB  E320  Coup*  HUftSh  Mare . 54T£S1^9S 

95N  E320  BegUei  hkto,  *,  as;  Ita.  Sf,  bn  . . ,  -BT£3h925 
96P  S288  Mel  We,  15h,  Ms,  BK  At  dsnato  ...16T£36B95 

98P  S320  MW.  Me.  sis.  Ms,  tads,  as,  261 . 7T  £45^95 

948  SCO  Met  MSB,  cjJds,  8h,  cteate . JZTE39^95 

901  SSOOCoupsMat  Mdto  dim,  18*  AMdafl  ,^2TE^8H5 
BGP  fflOO  Lbno Met  tide. tereafos,  asp  ..... .1UT  539^995 

97P  SSOOLMeUnAiUe . 1CTE65.9M 

SSL  6500.  Met  IWtaMdspae . «T  £38^95 

95N  5L2UUAhidB.ah.dtLwoaafcS . 1ST  £51,993 

92J  300SLAutortdB.Ra.aiwlealoy8.oW  ... 2ST 638,565 
90S  5(Wt>«Bi*aa!,ar,8hnBDB,l&a»  .J2T£3k995 
95N  SL320  Auto  WfeKS.  trim,  8  hole  steys,  rfel  14T  £54^95 

J5P  CtXMM6tMde.pb.*tai  . 4TC6S^. 


B1J  1900 14  5  Speed  rat  da . .83TE11IX95 

94.  C180  CaBsWc  met  Ire;  ear,  . JIT  £15^485 

98.  C160  Sport  Asm  owl  sre,  sn,  At . 33TC1k965 

87P  C180  Sport  AUto  mtf.  a?,  aaoys,cd . £26,995 

MM  G2W Stance Aoto 8 holes. tfat . .31TEX4395 

9511  C2D0  Sesansa  Auto  rael.aa.rist . Xfl TOMB 

94M  CTO  Efepnce  Ante  met  We.  8  boles. «  .27TE21,B9S 

948  ^SSegmce Aoto  are.  ofet  . jgr«4«S 

BON  C230 Sport Kotnpowthde,»toxit At..... 1  dr £25995 

S7P  C230  Sport  Kanp  met  hide,  to.  rets,  cd . 10T  £31^95 

97P  C2SOOEtoguKeAinomo.dstcfc.BS . 10TE24995 

948  can  Sport  Aato  met  tat,  are:  da . 53T£23495 

S4H  E2MT  Auto  ere,  eft,  ft,  •*;  ttt . 57T  £22^85 

95M  E220T Auto  ife,  Kr, 6***,  IB . 3ai£2S9BS 

94L  ESOT  Auto  mrt,  hxto,  see,  rts,  mb,  are,  cc  . 

9BP  E2WCtaMlcntot«r.tf8t . . 

nthida.ist . 

err  ezjui  tiegance  abm  mg.  air.  7  sate,  cd  .. 

94L  E220  Aato  mat,  fife,  rfa,  Ms,  nwrtine  ..... 

97P  E28D  Auto  Begancemrt,  hide.  to.  nfa,cd  . 

BSU  BBB9urioma.Hie.6st . 

97P  EttOHcganceAnto  reel  trefc,  to.  tfa . 

ML  E32D  Arno  reel  hide,  akcc.9  hotos.eds.cd . .  _  _  . 

97P  V230 Andrintf Auttaret Mde. ur. cc, shr  ...JTE26^65 

89F  420SL  Aoto  net  Mde,  do.  lom . J4T  £26,995 

B7P  SLS0Aotom6tMds.Ks.sa.iia . 5TEE3395 

97P  SL  GOO  Aoto  melNdB.acs.1ra.1bt  . JT£7499S 

9GN  S500 Auto  CBups  ant  life  1*.  ots,  iS . TIT  £84.955 

S4L  S00  Cp«  Auto  met  hide.  aaBWa.  da.  .MTBte395 
J3tL  SOOSE  Ante  Brt.I«te.  act  ear.  8  hotes.  rat . .  J3T £37395 


USED  CARS 


C2O0  Etoggnoe  Itao  Ahrendh*.  grey  eWt  tfc  . .  .ITT  Et7,BBS 

CW  Dsgsoci  Aato  ltaanafcre,giy . .nTE2>^B5  1 

C1B0  Bogooea  Aato  GrtMftocfc.  grey . .11TEZ1J99 

cin^AWo'itaMsimAtakBire.teoare  ..mca^K 
CSaoSymKA  Aoto  Grew  bladrtstoSyaan  .... 1ST  £26^95 
C2»Spon'E3tBiB  Ban  Grcofibk.  Wad;  drift , .  2ZTQ3A95 

C230  tan  Sport  Aiio  Stay  btodc.  rev . iCT£2S^9S 

C2fiO  Beg  Aato  &rem  Modi.  9W<k*.afc . 11TE26J95 

caaoagsne#  Ante  terete,  S«y.Bfc,w . WT  £28995 

190e£oSitoNsufcfcfareo,afcOfl . AST  £14*95 

E2flarSBwfe3tataMomcfetelfe.O* . ,.57T  £22*95 

EBOOTCtartc  Ante  State  MKk.  tta.  w . JTES** 

B20Ca^VtatalbtaekNte.6hotao,spoBre  ..X6TC22*K 

E220TAteoFUyflodV«y  deto,  dt.ee . aiT  £26*95 

230CEAtoBndntoBaamU»,A  . . £3TC19*® 

EZXAmrfgardi  Stare.  bta<*  . .11TE2W95 

QsoTChotaeAMDAzreMlny.ita.UB . ,11TE29*B 

BaOtalta.mMlto.it . *5T£22*B5 

E2»BU.«ycUl.ifc  . JOT  £23*95 

EZBOT&jattatany  tito,  good  sore . .1ST  £28*96 

E2M  Borneo  Breen  btadt.  pay  rate  Ofcdc  ..*7222*95 

axnEaAanoMo«anLd» . *ttb9*sb 

aOCCPwd  grey,  btack  data,  MH . :57TE14*B3 

SB  Stare,  £n  trite  dec,  ota,  Oteric . ,18T£S2*95 

ae01Myio4knetahlteAllGBDd)teos|l  ,.;*T»*96 

GS0LAafa.initeMxniMteU9w . ibtes2*95 

S500CfttooAtaaKlnBfcuM*teTliotas  . . . .  27T  04*95 

SUM  AaBteBtedODOwMii.  are,  tone . AST  04*95 

SL500Uhnante.iregftBonireflB.ads . 7TE74B95 

5005S:  Stare.  HaMdo . crce*95 

.  S00SLteratona.rt»istTOW7ilJiJe,3fc.ra  .  ..  WT 617*85 


CRUICKSHANK  0117  966  9331 


E^r.  (03.5)  W8357.  7  ^  M  gl  Jq.  N.Ilo^a. 


"  Mercedes-Benz _ _ _ Mercedes-Benz  _ Mercedes-Benz _ _ _  •  . 

We  pay  top  prices  for  your  quality  used  Mercedes-Benz.  Contact  Mike  Thompson  or  ten  Clark  on  0860  308  333  or  0831  344705  email  amt^lancasterpIc-conT 


Mercedes-Benz 


uutcumoibr-  imrox 

330;  Cnnflftd;  AWtasetta, 

mrtMrZnm  ■"■■■ 

MERCEDES 

w^BldlHaMtoimrT  — Z- - — - 

smasfiaftgMp 

MERCEDES _ 

re  if nn  i  mi  isaiiiaii  aiina  mu 

Tflarh  _/  M  tetta.  B5,  rent,  tamoatan, 

v  nrft  34k,  JMB&l 
£17,950 

_  01737242774/ 


300TE  ^ 

Amo  1988  E.WNWbtac 
vaJoaTj  ah- con,  dec  -- 
windows  ft  s/roe£  11flk‘  " 
tnta,  1  owiw,F5Ke«ol  . 
coni. 

£8450  area 

01719352741/-  : 

.  0181340494ft.  , 
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^LcaTlnot  have  people  being  mown  down  in  the  streets  just  to  preserve  the  profits  of  breweries  or  the  lifestyles  of  people  living  in  cottages 


Towards  a  country 
of  zero  tolerance 

^ ,647,Peop^  at  w  are  S0®3  371(3  ready-  They  do 

A^field  when  Liverpool  •- ; -.f .  ,£)RIV3Ef4 :T©'  -Ml  P0*"1  0111  Ihat  dte  Kinnock  option 


There  were  36,647  people  at 
An  field  when  Liverpool 
heat  Chelsea  last  week¬ 
end,  almost  exactly  the 
number  of  people  whose  lives  are 
“txmated  to  have  been  saved  by 
the  introduction  of  the  drink- 
dnving  law  30  years  ago.  That 
anniversary,  on  Thursday,  was  a 
peg  on  winch  to  hang  all  sorts  of 
clauns  and  counter-claims  to  do 
wth  the  strengths  and  weaknesses 
of  the  existing  Jaw. 

Neil  Kinnodc,  the  European 
Union  Transport  Commissioner, 
is  among  those  who  wants  the 
limit  reduced,  and  he  also  wants 
harmonisation  across  the  EU. 
Baroness  Hayman,  the  British 
minister  with  responsibility  for 
road  safety,  is  on  record  as 
favouring  a  reduction  in  the  limit 
and  The  Times  reported  this  week 
that  the  Government  wants  the 


Peter 

Barnard 


limit  reduced  to  the  equivalent  of 
one  beer.  Transport  ministry  offici¬ 
als  were  cagey  when  I  spoke  to 
them,  saying  only  that,  the  situa¬ 
tion  was  “under  review",  a  time- 
honoured  Civil  Service  term 
meaning  something  is  about  to 
happen  but  we  will  tell  you  when 


we  are  good  and  ready.  They  do 
point  out  that  the  Kinnock  option 
is  in  fact  just  a  warming  up  of  a 
draft  directive  produced  by  Brus¬ 
sels  almost  a  decade  ago. 

The  one-beer  limit  would  proba¬ 
bly  mean  reducing  from  SOmgs  to 
50mgs  the  level  of  alcohol  allowed 
in  the  body.  This  is  already  the 
limit  in  Belgium,  France,  Holland 
and  Portugal.  Some  other  coun¬ 
tries  have  higher  limits,  one  or  two 
allow  no  drinking  at  all.  Mr  Kin¬ 
nock  is  sensible  to  seek  a  Europe¬ 
wide  agreement;  but  of  course  the 
risk  is  of  a  Euro  fudge.  But  the 
prospect  of  politicians  being  able 
to  agree  a  single  European  curren¬ 
cy  without  agreeing  a  single  Euro¬ 
pean  drink-drive  limit  is  the 
ultimate  absurdity. 

My  own  belief  is  that  the  limit 
might  as  well  be  reduced  to  zero, 
thus  making  a  reality  of  Britain's 


long-running  slogan:  Don’t  drink 
and  drive.  That  way  we  would  all 
know  where  we  stood.  1  sometimes 
drive  after  drinking  a  pint  of  beer, 
but  it  is  undeniable  thar  if  two 
pints  can  impair  one's  ability  to 
drive  then  one,  or  half-  or  a 
quarter,  must  also  do  so.  The  effect 
of  alcohol  is  cumulative;  it  cuts  in 
at  a  certain  level. 


There  will  be  lots  of  opposition  to 
a  cut  in  the  limit,  but  there  was  lots 
of  opposition  when  Barbara  Castle 
introduced  the  breath  test  30  years 
ago.  The  main  motoring  organ¬ 
isations  were  against  it.  Breweries 
were  against  it  People  living  in 
rural  areas  said  it  would  be  the 
deatli  of  the  country  pub,  which 
happens,  30  years  later,  to  be  one 


of  the  few  rural  businesses  that  is 
thriving. 

1  find  the  rural  argument  espe¬ 
cially  daft.  Country  dwellers  say 
that  further  drink-drive  restric¬ 
tions  interfere  with  their  right  to 
enjoy  themselves,  because  there  is 
little  public  transport  in  rhe  coun¬ 
try’.  Breweries  bleat  about  loss  of 
business.  But  we  cannot  have 


people  being  mown  dawn  in  the 
streets  jusr  io  preserve  the  profiis 

of  breweries  or  the  lifestyles  or 
people  living  in  cottages. 

When  I  lived  in  London  I  drank 
more  than  1  do  now  that  I  live  in  a 
village.  1  drove  less  then,  so  1 
drank  more.  But  most  of  us  who 
drive  cars  have  learnt  to  drink 
moderately,  or  even  not  at  all,  over 
the  years.  The  estimated  1.200  lives 
a  year  saved  by  the  drinking  limit 
are  testimony  to  the  huge  cultural 
change  since  the  breath  test  was 
introduced.  There  remains  a  hard 
core  of  drunk  drivers,  but  they  are 
social  lepers  now. 

In  strict  legal  terms  there  is 
already  a  zero  limit  on  drinking 
and  driving  in  that  the  police  are 
not  limited  by  the  breath  rest  in  rhe 
measures  they  can  take.  There  is 
an  offence  of  “driving  whilst 
impaired",  which  can  be  brought 
whether  or  not  a  driver  passes  the 
breath  test,  its  weakness  being  that 
impairment  is  notoriously  difficult 
to  prove. 

So  we  are  heading  for  a  tougher 
limit.  Will  it  stop' the  hardcore 
drunk  drivers?  This  is  the  weak¬ 
ness,  for  the  (mostly  middle-aged) 
people  who  persist  in  drinking  to 
excess  before  they  drive  are  very 
hard  to  persuade.  Bur  at  leasr  they 
are  getting  older. 


Alfa  still  faces 


THE  FIRST  and  second  gear 
changes  were  fine  as  1  acceler¬ 
ated  away  in  Alfa  Romeo’s 
new  156,  writes  Alan  Copps. 
But  changing  up  again,  the 
gear  knob  came  off  in  my 
hand  and  a  spring  from  inside 
pinged  across  the  cabin.  A 
little  later  as  I  changed  with 
the  bare  gear  stick  the  gaiter 
and  cover  came  away. 

Not  the  land  of  thing  any 
manufacturer  wants  on  a 
launch.  Not  so  along  such  an 
incident  might  have  been 
greeted  with  the  comment 
“Well  it  is  an  Alfa  . . ."  Die- 
hand  enthusiasts  for  the 
marque  were  used  to  such 
foibles.  But  only  minutes  be¬ 
fore  Roberto  Testori,  chief 
executive  of  the  Italian  car 
firm,  had  been  explaining  how 


ROAD  TEST 


hard  thecompany  had  worked 
to  monitor  quality  control  at 
its  new  factory  near  Maple?. 

To  be  fair,  mine  appeared  to 
be  an  isolated  incident  among 
more  than  1,000 journalists  at 
the  car’s  international  launch. 
Embarrassed  officials  -  sug- 
.  gested  it  was  die  result  of  a 
rushed  repair  by  a  mechanic 
on  the  spot  rather  than  a 
factory  fault! 

But  it  illustrates  how  hard 
Alfa  has  to  work  if  it  is  going  to 
pitch  this  car  as  a  real  rival  to 
foe  BMW  3-Series.  The  will  to 
mount  such  a  challenge  is 
dearly  there  and  so  is  the  raw 
material.  Hie  greatest  virtue 
of  the  156  is  its  handling. 


almost  a  match  for  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  GTV  coupe,  and  the 
styling  Is  striking.  Instru¬ 
ments  are  dear,  controls  neat 
and  much  attention  has  been 
paid  to  safely.  The  engineers 
have  combined  Alfa’s  sporting 
style  and  reputation  with  com¬ 
fort  and  quietness. 

The  big  reservation  must  be 
about  the  interior.  There’s  too 
much  black  plastic  all  over  the 
dashboard  and  the  plastic 
wood  surround  of  the  centre 
console  looks  simply  tacky. 


ALFA  ROMEO  156 
Engines:  1-8  Twin 
Spark  producing  144bhp 
at  6500rpm;  2-litre 
Twin  Spark,  155bhpat 
6,400rpm:  2.5-Iitre 
V6, 190Wipat6J00rpm. 
Performance: 

1 .8-litre  0-62mph  93 
sec.  2-litre  8.6  sec.  V6  73 
sec.  Top  speed,  LS-litre 
I30mph,  2-litre  135mph, 
25-litre  MOmph. 


MERCEDES 


*2 


■nt.  Air  eood,  8  hota  alloy*, 
65000  nlln,  C340OO  Sytnar 
Direct  0115  884  1X44- 


AUTO 

Await*/  mushroom  trim, 
FMBSH,  42k,  walnut,  rear 
heads,  ESR. 
£17,950 
01924  258731/ 
0836718253. 


WOIB.  60 1979,0X000  wla,Bll-  C2BODEM) 
•tt.  10  tonreka  MOT,  liumaun-  in  Bhm, 
lata  tkimdhM.  Mat*  plan 

ggso.  t«L  OT782  oaiargT- 


E320 

ELEGANCE 

"96  P.  WffiSH.  5  qxL 
21.000  mb.  mm,  mue. 

■,mt**MiA.*.,ii  Us, 

dime,  ESR.cAeaa.MB 

A  rnJr*. 

sstpsa. 

Tdb  81425  402433  or 
8468  910588. 


97R  MERCEDES  BENZ 
CLK  320  ELEGANCE 
AZURTTE  BLUE.  OBION  TRJK. 
ADt  COM  ASC  ALARM.  I0CD. 

.  A- WHEELS. 
BMMLSfPOA 

L  01717302131  J 


FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE 


94M,  navy  Hue,  end  oond. 
45k  into.  man.  Just  serviced 
.  .  &  MQTd. 


01923  777670 
or  0468  530144. 


coupe 

DirtcUrt  car,  bll 
spec,  Jamal?  1995, 
sDw,  85408  mis, 
FMBSB,oceOmt 

rtmfiiMMi. 

£5*000. 

T«fc  01347  888380. 


an  Plaaal.  Wren. 768  inla, Pm. 
iSwiuwa  condition.  £14,000. 
01372  «SQMl(mtam0 


300  SE 

K93Kitg. 

Smofcc  tirtp-wifliatm  _ 
Uv,  dime  egamA  rearnC 
I  ipofccaDoyf.  decree  A 
anbopaa&c  teas.  FSB. 
fthnoesalc. 
£24450. 

Tet  017W  720178 


NEW 

Ddvry  mb  only.  Siver  with 
red  ft  Mask  hhr  interior. 


Phone  0385  564333. 


31329  844039.  : 


6COTT6 


Interest 
rates 
set  lov 


■  IF  YOU  are  looking  for 
spectacular  entertain¬ 
ment,  try  the  movies  because 
new  models  at  the  London 
Motor  Show  are  unlikely  to 
keep  the  kids  interested  for 
long,  writes  Kevin  Eason. 

Important  though  they  are, 
only  enthusiasts  will  want  to 
queue  up  to  gawp  at  the  latest 
VW  Golf.  Vauxhall  Astra  and 
Citroen  Xsara.  New,  but  defi¬ 
nitely  not  high  on  sex  appeal. 

Land  Rover  brings  the  top 
goodies  with  the  UK  launch  of 
the  Freelander,  not  in  show¬ 
rooms  until  January,  while 
Jaguar  has  its  new  V8- 
powered  saloons  —  though 
you  won’t  be  able  to  tell  that 
from  just  looking  over  die 


E220  Auto  ConjML  AhMalHm 
94L  1Mb*  llhr  cts.  30k  ml*. 
C3390a  0385  937900 
E22B  124  Modal.  Brand  Xtaw, 
Sp«c  taw  Air  Cob, 
Omoant!  Oidre  96  Modal. 
£18996.  Tat  01543  414  307  i 

OWAGBto  Carnahan  Garesa 
Ml*  comaatonalrea.  12*-  in 
nock.  Tafc  0118  972  1100  T 
ate  450  1980L.ABIO.  *Oror  mat. 
Uu  HI*  B9lt  mla.  CB^SOono, 
0181  8424007/  0560  916106 
SL  320,  94L.  Mat  Black/  link- 
ream  Ionian,  CBnme,  Ram 
Mai,  8  Balsa,  25jOOO  mOas, 
£46.850.  Sytmar  Direct  0115 

924  1144. _ 

81280  93L  bmp’  Rad/mag  Md 
2/Saar  36k  e5 9*95.  For  Spa 
Tab  gredgad  Led  0966  17777 


SL  600, 977,  AunaBuodBo/  llmt 
BUD  laaibac.  WUfc  ntij  airs 
Ton  wnW  mu.  5,000  uOn 
£76.000  Graypanl  0150! 


97S  MERCEDES  BENZ 
230SLKAMG 

BLACK.  BLACK  LEATHER. 
SPORTS  SEATS.  AIR  can.  FULL 
AMG  STYLING.  S/EXHAUST. 
16“  ALLOYS. 

1HDMLS  fFQA 

L  01717302131  A 


LAND  ROVER 
AUTHORISED 


LAND  ROVER 


wnBUB»M  9agi>  vn  Pape*.  DEALERS 

3  Una  naonuk;  GLS  19931. 

Omad  «ftk  dtKBMWd  pack  phw  M^aamaa 
many  <Mk*r  axon*  S4.OO0 
nBa*.  W-*T»— 6  *" 

lie  with  orey  Kadot  *np«rp  I  ■KjWpSgMg; 
roartlrlnm  and  re/na  at  £17^96.  |niJVI 

Imcaatar  hmlnn  01428  I 

713971- _ .  IHfilK 


ISDZl) 

TROOPER 


3.26af».M»y ‘‘H.  LWB. 
5SjOODnib.RSH.iaa  bat  A 
load  ifedd,  piy  moaUic 


tare  0831  791979/  0850 


O2JS90. 

TeL10I434)  632241  (Hi 
or  2633390  (OL 


mCAMD  ]H**  l  .HwaWI'K  T-wr 
MB.  mu  an.  KB.  18fc  ad*  Tam 
.LHD 


Far  ihr  largest  sdeaiai 
qfmdlMnd  Stool 
ntheSouk 


or  ubemlMh.k — ecus  osar 

BP  KMMMnL-JUB  NT 

■  flffltamB  DUB  B8JT 


TlMbtf(MtHti 

nwdlM 
■  IfeMIlf 


LAND  ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


n  aMtEnaBwOLCUB  nur 
sr  asi8,itaa(i«_nc  brut 
a>  niMtBUftticJHK  mur 

■  SQM, M0l  18 — OUD  BUT  i 
CT  TBIMMateULOUB  sour 

■  tVEMb^RK-OUB  war 

V  B!hkhB«_BW  ana*  I 


unri  mm  £28^00-06^95.  I  z.  E!*1..  r~ SL 

All  mAkOM.lne.  1  iter  Land  I  ■  BHBUptlH — BUS  OUT 


HSCOVBtV  VBiS  GdtK.  *93K.  7  ata, 
rein  Str.  boll  bare,  turf  ata. 
Mat  Bainaady;  CD.  FLKtt.  TOC 
£8,975-01442  890096.  T 


DISCOVERY 

ES.  N  Teg.  10k  mis 
only.  AO  extras.  As 
new.  Service  History 
&  Warranty.  £23,000. 

01883  652634 


LAND  ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


Merlin 


HBBaamaniaBy 

m,— uut.nre.-i~  1 

LANDROVER 

DISCOVERY 

FantBsdc  Savinas  on  naw  TDK 
A  ES  modafc.  Uanuai  o« 
Auftmudc.  Afl  wBh  Deivery 
mflenoe  TOS  kindad  wilh 
a iota*. 

Range  How  idso  suppUod 

*  01703470200/ 

I  Fax  4717  07 

I  3usin«ia  Leasing  A  vaHabfa 
PMtEilchanQBWefotw 

RANGE  ROVER 

441  BSE  Jtata  if  reg  Epaam 
Wi*an.  star  laaflw,  39K.  HE 
Otren  aarrtoa  hiatara  £27^60 
0181  4498887/0831  1 24433  t 


Pg  AUTO  967  22,000  lfla.S«m- 
reof.  BSE  Allaya,  ate  R3:*,W5 
LMKom  0131  444  0911 


113  /  0860  800917  | 


amcua^sfei^i_u»+S 

ndMttdMHktM 

aatMraa^Monlmaiiiffcii 


95  4.6  BSE 


■a  Ell 

»«•*  »' 


SSH  TO 
BStt-  TO 
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rn  WBAHBffcia . 0*395 

177  78  S  ABB  Emani  &ttlli28.3W 
RANCe  ROVER 

39)  USEA«B  *»*&»*  Q9JS5 
B9i  USE  Auto  HMG«dE3(j995 

MM  ASKSEjtostai . S3LXt> 

B»  UKMb . XSM9S 

95M  4BHSESlWflGn»  ..JtB^SS 

ssh  uKseesw&eta.  ..xwsss 

Sfif  ASHBEEBSoaGnm  .  .X37,*5 
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?M£3rijryttitt«ffiaertow 
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CDtosmuaEMiiCeltoa- 


TEL:  0115  9424333 
MOBILE:  0468  50568S 

□PEN  SUNDAY  ffl.MMM.OOPH 


Mctoffic  BhckA3rey  tilde. 
Total  Spec,  29,000  Xfiks, 
RtRSH  +  kiagc  Rover 
Extended  Warremy 
-  mpso 

01625874545/ 
0976358013  t 


LANDROVER 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


SUSOO.  5008L,  SL320.  300SI 
8L280.  Da  bm  boyan  SL  apore 
■itfmnr  BpuuUnq  Cl 
Ctwirhahank  Matcadaa.  Saa  din 
ploy  ad  or  call  0Z17  966  933! 


MERCEDES  WANTED 

1987  199S  ftamlma  rnteca  pan 

lot  all  Mazcadca.  Obna  WO 
llama  01372  7490903- 


JMW  WATSON  will  oat  to  ixr 
your  car.  Top  pricea  paid  to 
IlMWNa  Banc.  Call  Todm 
0468  508496 


413  1  0831  1239X1  nom  1 


Iflte  requf7  the  way  bea  hi^i 
speaficauon  Mwcodes-Bere;. 
FSeasa  latephcne  Jaemy  Mafleo 
lor  an  enit-usustc  fasponsa 

01949  881289 
or  0860  488001 

A  Sytnor  Company 


M8F  L8L  BBC.  -97  7.  1BK  mla, 
PSH.  STAS.  E14500.  (014491 
720888  OP  ox  613210  fOl 

M.G.F. 

96  model,  B.R.G., 
aircon.  power  steering, 
driver  sorbag,  very  low 
milage,  £15,450. 

TeJ:01273  304674 


MGF 

WC96P.BRG.hAnp. 
ABS.  PAS.  Ur. 
WKkcrjBdeodcd  wty. 
M-fl^K,  mais.ee. 
14^00  mla. 
£1&5»l 

Tet  0)457  871073. 


MORGAN 


RSOIKUUI 48  or  any  othar  lfotpan 
modal,  muxred  for  »U  far 
tmmadUt*WdM.OH*ret0ii2) 
637  1060  (COca  677  8623  (Ml. 


f^  19*7.  hhdt.  M  hhefc  Mr, 
ecMre  caraaie.  laid  top.  crcuad 
wheA.  □}  SonfB,  6  spedtr 
qmam  hcaikyhc  dauinc,  500  mlcs 
oniy.  Umwfcsd. 
£48^00. 

Ti  0171 5113038. 


■wnguswinni.iQi^wteBti 

eUOZAMvNQqnMitotoM^- 


Lond  Rover  Extravaganza 

COMING  SOON 

to  Lancaster  Land  Rowar  HaadOng 
Sat  llfh  and  Sim  12th  October 

*  Chrer  £1  */2  ntoffioa  of  Land  Rover  Approved  vehicles 

*  Finance  available  on  *fl  cars  ■  ash  lor  written  detalk 

We  gomywtiere  at  Lancaster  RMKBngf 


NISSAN 


Tmzina  9SN  UarUa. 


Arc,  CD  £14^60 
ennd.  01773 


911  Carrera  II 

95N  (86  mtH) 
Blh/Bfk  Lthr  InL  Spts  Sts. 
AC.  17”  AW,  10  Stack 
CD.31K 
ESI^OO 

0468  907417  anytSnw 


911  TURBO  4 

97R.  metallic  hiadr.  black 
hide,  sports  seats,  Full  GT2 
AerokiL  Delivery  miles. 
Totally  brand  new.  P.OA. 
Pan  exchange  and 
finance  poraiWc. 

01992  471099  or  0385 
934147  or  0468  611524 


911  CARRERA 
SUPER  SPORT 

Baltic  Blue,  fall  Ur.  AAXMkL, 
all  reiw,  n»w  cwitfiliOD. 
40K.  FPSH.  1989  LHD.  Rare 
mwJd,  bestaifoi  car.  £27,995. 
01189403153 


911/993 

Tiptrooic,  Feb94. 1  own, 
FSH,  low  mileage, 
beautiful  cord  &  fully 
loaded,  spts  sts.  lthr, 
climate  control.  17” 
alloys,  top  bnL 

01260253272 


911 RSR 

Reg  1996,  Silva-,  Z900 
miles.  Car  Number  7  of  only 
7  right  hand  drives  in  UK. 
Reg  na  N7  RSR.  Stmming 
car.  Serious  offers  only 


PRIVATE,  ADVERTISERS 

To  advertise  your  car  for  sale  please  call 
0171  481  4000 
or  fax  0171  782  7799 


SAVE  £10001! 

Unwanted  raffia  prise 

□to  RL12DU.  3  dear.  Navy, 
brand  now  and  regOteed 
vaun4<xe&240 
wn  accept  £7,240000 

0181952  0810(H) 
0171  377  9933 


OFFICLYJL  PORSCHE 
CENTRES 


PDRSCH 


LONDON  II  COLCHESTER 


COUPE 

57»H  911  Tcdw  4  Ocean  Bkie  . . 

ASP  9Ue4SlmBue . ST 

9GP  auC45ttdneWBtoe  ....£T 
958  aUHSMrt^BBto.Af  ...25T 
*8  911  GSyd  Pobr  Sie.  Ar,  1 7*  1  IT 
958  9U Up LSdagbL  Ay.  \T  .XI 
MlTaftrailtia,  Ar.ir  .2S\ 
B5H  9U6WS*er,Aif.  IT  .  2(1 
948  9U 6Spd AwAtfk  IT"  ...1ST 


97P  911  Bp  Black  Met . 71 

92T  9U  Up  Arete  S*« . 5T 

97P  9UEWta±cS*».  . 3T 

968  9UtyPtfcr5iKf . 1ST 

96P  9U«MZmnBue . ICT 

968  9U  6Sid ISdnKht  Blue  — JOT 


97P  HlTp  Aide  SfcB,  Af,  18" .  .M 
BnU9UGSpdSMr.Air.17’  ...II 
99  9UltoPUarSMf.Af.ir  III 
SI  9U  Up  UMstt  Bto.  17*  ..  Si 
968  9U  HW  ins  Blue.  Air.  17-  .  J?T 


0181  983  4441 
0850  968911 


. par 

896  911 S5E  Tea  date  Grey  SBT  £3ST 
9H  911 C2  CM  Wde  JOT  [«T 

94L  SSSbbSAw . 36T  £«T 

sa  9«sjbua  . 5?T  nir 

948  911  Cab  Tip  ?toer  .  in  BSP 
93B  SUCcape Guards  .181066* 
9A  96S  Cab  Vida . .  ..221  £3U' 
94L  968  Scot  fre  Bkie  .  2ST  036*  ! 
92V  911  CtC^eGiunfi  36TE476* 
331  911 C2  Cpc  ij*ali  .40T  £418* 
931  911 C2  Cpe  liana  .  4UT  £499* 
93X  911  SpHdtter  Bled;  5SI  £497” 
9W  911  Conpt  Male,  «JJ  £S29*- 
948  84!  Caret  A mm.  AC4ST  £543** 
9S8  9U  Cmn  Ebd  -ITT  £589* 
931  911  Cartn  l&tacl.  ACSST  E565-* 
958  9U  Camra  Black  .  J?ST£599*- 
OH  BUCaamUel  BUllST  £ES*> 
9»  3U  Ma  4  Udnij^t  I9T  E76T 
95N  Ml Cahtra. A/C  ..21T£S41‘ 
968  911 C4  Cab  .  ..  1 4T  £SST 
96P  9U  C4  Cab  Ocua  lift  14T  E782* 
9fiP  911  CabT\p  Bfedi  US  IT  £804* 

•  MCUHKS  m  C0WITI0NMG 


[SUBJECT  TO  SIXTUS} 


0120S  855500 
0850.716911 


We  pay  top  prices  for  your  quality  used  Porsche,  Please"  call  Ian  Clark  on  0831344705. 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


7DL' 

32H 


SQXSL*  INGM 
S55MA  88  KM 

44  MAC  12  Ml 


33  MAC 

7DNK 

111  MAI 

17  ML 

21  MAT 

123  HIP 

Cliom  MG3 

ei  tawn  2  66J 


7XDS 

IDOK&M 


IKE 

eaiAH  sml 

41V  911 UH 

MS  in  sen 


mart 

sort 

HORN 
35  RU 

11  SM. 

15550 

1PU 

48  BN 

7  SOL 

inn* 

KMBO 

US  SOS 

nrv 

44  HUB 

4  SC* 

ii  nv 

3  BOG 

2 av 

11  ADH 

IB  SON 

SO  SR 

II  AHA 

11  KOI 

75  Si 

11CE5 

77  ROY 

BBS 

IIOlO 

mo 

so  St 

11  DHA 

23  RH 

21  5U 

nw 

3  MB 

24  SUE 

31  MSI 

SOBS 

2  SIX 

1  MiX 

11  RSI 

355  SUN 

IISIT 

?«M 

73UT 

25  5.  'III  IA. 

OO  °Xt  1  DCF 

CIO  IVES  1DDDCM 

OH  FOB  2  DCS 


101  MSA  III  QG 
111  MOB  now 

6M0  1110* 

UuW  100  I  OLE 


*11 DGE  JIBS 
R540BMW  BO  IT 
UZ3K3V  IRTR 

RTJ*  BMW  2  KJT 

R740BHW  11  hw 


U40BUW 

ion 

TAS11 

JO 

R911BCA 

123  BV 

5TAI 

CO 

M 

icniCAB 

R511CAH 

115 

T7  5A 

TAX1M 

55  TB 

99 

La 

Wi 

mn  Tin 

33  SAM 

23 1C 

JT 

U 

50  RA 

SAM  lift 

1 10G 

•x 

Wf 

111  AAA 

111  SAM 

9MTID 

99 

W 

123  RAJ 

11  Vh 

STEF 

90 

K 

BAS* 

BOSS 

TEK  2 

5099 

MU 

195T 

no 

Hin 

12  ET 

329  CTS 

5555  JG 

111 LE5 

mem- 

2CW 

jcMim 

LEXIS 

MCJ  TOO  D1CJ  M*IU 

HICK  2D«  HIIETK 


II  CM  113  DWS 

KO  ae  ico  dn 


VI  BEN  14  CO  38  00 

44  BO  CC*  lit  IMS 

111  BH  100 COS  2  DPS 


I  mi  42MS  14  nv  IF* 

mm  ns  io«i  is rr  »rv 


I1BH  100  COS  2  DPS  21 FW  331  Ml  3S1R  2  LYE  2  MEM  2  RHS  MM  100  12350  IS  rr  9VY 

This  is  the  full  list  of  numbers  Ott  offer.  The  lots  triQ  not  be  offered  in  this  order.  Please  see  catalogue  for  details.  E  &  OE. 


Ik  DV TA  Classic  Collection  offers  for  sale  truly  ORDER  YOUR  CATALOGUE  TODAY 

nsrighrts  end  unique  vehicle  registrations.  All 800  The  deadBne  for  telephone  and  written  bkb  is  15th  Oct 

rgutratioru  on  offer  onr  DIRECT  FROM  DVLA  and  1997.  A  catalogue  admits:  2  people  to  the  auction, 
are  neper  previously  been  issued.  Entry  to  the  sale  is  Catalogue  orders  .will  not  be  accepted  alter  4.00pm  on  15  th 

y  catalogue  only  Catalogues  contain  guide  line  prices  October  1 997.  After  this  due  catalogues  will  be  available  ar 
M rtingfrtnr.  £l. 000 and  information  on  how  to  bid.  ^  ^ 


The  Dl'L-l  Classic  Collection  offers  for  sale  truly 
prestigious  end  unujue  vehicle  registrations.  AH  800 
registrations  on  offer  ore  DIRECT  FROM  DVLA  and 
have  never  previously  been  issued.  Entry  to  tlse  sale  is 
by  catalogue  only  Catalogues  contain  guide  line  prices 
starting pom  £1.000 and  information  on  how  to  bid. 

3  EASY  WAYS  TO  BID 

tn  person; 

.  Come  along  and  experience  the  excitement  of  bidding 
for  yourself. 

'  By  phone: 

We  call  you  from  the  auction  and  bid  for  you  while 
you  listen. 

By  pose 

Simply  send  us  a  written  bid  &  we  will  bid  up  to  that  • 
amount  for  you. 

No  charges  made  for  telephone  or  written  bids. 


You  rmur  purchase  a  catalogue  in  order  to  place  a  bid.  Proof 
of  identity  is  required  before  bids  are  accepted.  Please  note 
that  an  £80.00  assignment  fee  is  payable  at  the  rime  of 
purchase.  All  purchases  air  subject  to  a  buyers  premium  and 
VAT. 

Catalogue  aider  postal  address:  CMA  DVLA  Classic  Colletiioa 
Auction,  Harrington  Dock.  Liverpool  XL,  L70  1AX. 


>-  ORDER  YOUR  C ATAtOGUc  NOW  -  PRICED  £7.00  EACH  INC  PS.P 


.  This  FREE  CAU.  number  is  suklly  for  otatogue  orders  only -for  all  other  enquiries  oS  W 13288  9199 

A  ® 0800  60  30  90S  ‘ 


www.rfvia-som.cD.uk 


Quote  Ref:  T1 110  when  calling  -  lines  open  24  hra  l|@gl 


Elcnc unJ  m _ oof*.o>|*oiit'ilicaffidJciuloptf  Ibt  ifce  nen  umon  ji  ibc  Cepdmne  Eubgbn  to* of  DVLAi done CaBcnim  repannoni 

Cmlcpiciire  pind  j>  C.OOeadi  bid.  parent  1  akJuc  i  dxque  fot  £ _ parable  TO  CMA 


Postcode: 


^Tuf.  tfiyi  fX*  Tvxi  » j  ■  a 


MARKET  RESEARCH 

33  DAISY  HILL  DRIVfc'.  CHORLEV  PR6  3NE 


KAZ  405  ffiO 
HD  9466  £400 
MLB58  £000 
HIL 1969  1,000 
UK 4741  £700 
HR  89  3,  BOO 

HRFIIO  £350 
JBfifififi  800 
J1LB65  £200 
JWB  1600 
043JKP  600 
JS  9363  X400 
882  JW  3,400 
846  KAB  £800 
943  ETU  375  KDL49Z  BOO 
FAZI22J  £000  LEO  30Y  900 
mSA  £200  791 1MT  £400 
OIL  56  2,500  LRP227  £500 

2MA  Q 


SE IZSETjl 


NCI  22.500 
NBELX  £600 
630  NT  1350 
PCS  68  1800 
PHHffllX  500 

7pw  kmoo 

RDM  79  2,200 
REG944X  600 
017  RH  £800 
RN  3199  £700 


6668  SM  MOO 
8TES  2,800 

(FERRARI) 
AUTW)  GOO 
UCK600  700 
UF4  3,800 
HAD  13?  £400 
50  WH  4dM0 
WS3784  2JODO 
2527  WW  £200 
IXKK  5,000 
(NEWJAGXKBI 
3XKK  <£000 
XUH4  1500 
YB  7794  £200 


PHONE  OI2DT  JU230C.  PHONE  MOST  OHE  PLUS  V.A.T 
KAY  0120-7  ^70700  FAX  ALL  ARC  PLUS  TRailStER 


Naif  CLASSES  OS 3117 
PILEC  AHS11  GU28 

"aSt  gMA*  Ml B01 

;i  fi 

if  w 


SNP525  B6GGS  M3NDS 
SAS 117  B6US  H87BL 
SI  5115  344  B£W  P4KYS 

II 

tti  cm  sa 

VM2U  B47EDI  £]& 


KA1 


Offers  over 

.  £20,000. 

Tels 

01636640321 


T  LEf^ 

ORDER  BY  PHONE  TODAY 


worn 

004  HDO 
03  HOP 

0a  hot 

IHOT..J 

omjtv  rca  | rsa hp . 
DRM5W  C2Z0  Hpf>«a  .DM 
esDirr  on liMowtu. rw> 

m ATE  .  JS225  IBMDUO  .X7W 
0*2  ATO  .£#4*  IboduC  .  fane 


FILL  THEIR 
STOCKING  WITH 
SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT 
THIS  XMAS! 


Mine  sow  fared  «w  ihh  Cfafauam  wiik  ■  pereuathrel  rater  ptae- 
-  Christmas  *tfl  to  fare  i  hiettme  ad  a*  rrexHmt  utrmiuuit  too! 
Cknr anA.BLH.I.K.L.M.N.l'erR pd*  number bcmrai 
I  ad  20  (alee  selected  higher  numbers) 

Pto  three  JettresrfjwcbMm  WE  vyjii.  Do  THE  StESTl 
fa  ift  perfare  fiulilftg  Both  -  when  you  buy  ihe  nwhi  pbw  ft— t  to, 
•r*  vdl  even  RlfWirp  theta  tor  ju«  -  ready  tor*  under  the  u*e£ 
jtoroMI  lhls"HAM|  jjgWABI 

Prices  From  £229 

Tel:  0121  353  3333 

ORDER  BY  PHONE  TODAY 


ROLLS-ROYCE* 

BENTLEY 


3535HEE 


ROLLS  ROYCE 
SILVER  SPOtiT 

Reg  ntnrdxr.  B2DBOK 
1983.  66jOOOnrilea,FSH 
avaSabfe.  MOT  W»T998- 

einmn  IBM  Imresrelba 

-  condMoo.  £17JS0 

Tek0121 3538805 


TURBO  R. 

1990  active  ride, 
bzs&aoda&e.  MSdmjbif 
magooHa,  droDC 
ta£ator,  a»cotJRffi. 


REGISTRATION  NUMBERS  CNDA  MEMBERS 


BUY  YOUR  ULTIMATE 


NUMBER  1 


REGISTRATION  PLATE  CONTAINING 

YOUR  OWN  INITIALS 


*  Buy  direct  from  us  while  stocks  last 

*  Pay  by  credit  card  now 

*  Can  supply  most  numbers  within  7  days 

*  Numbers  can  be  supplied  on  certificate 

*  Ideal  for  business  and  personal  identity 


REGISTRATION  TRANSFERS  3 

139  H:GH  STREET  SOUTH.  DUNSTABLE.  BEDS  LU5  3S3 

Tel  (01582)  477333 

Fax;  01522  6077 1 3  -^ON-rR;  3AM-TPW.  SATSUN  9AM-5PW- 


BUYERS 

SELLERS 
TELEPHONE  NOW! 


HOW  TO  MAKE  YOUR  OWN  PLATE 


SATURDAY  OCTOBER  11 1997 


'**** 


r^»  •>: 


;S 

S5s 


5.*=**" 


-  «i 


'^33 


Across  Iran,  and 

the  heat  is  on 

O  produced11  8°  rn^l  Lord  Montaeu  leaking  fuel  rank,  and  die 

—  iVlOmagU^ 

our  female  crew  and  survivors.  ^ 


Our  arrival  in  Iran 
produced  a  total 
change  of  scene.  AD 
our  female  crew 
members  had  to  cover  up  from 
s,  rap  ( a  toe  with  shawls  over 
their  heads,  and  we  men  were 
not  allowed  to  wear  shorts. 

’•  The  drive  out  of  Pakistan 
1  was  through  hauntingly  re- 
■  Smote  desert  —  no  place  to 
1  break  down  —  and  tempera¬ 
tures  soared  (in  old  money. 
r*.  1I2F  in  the  shade).  Once  we 
-  crossed  into  Iran,  we  pounded 
S  vastly  better  roads  through  the 
S  Great  Salt  Desert,  but  cars 
.  and  crews  endured  blistering¬ 
ly  unbearable  heat  The 
friendly  reception  given  out  to 
all  24  nationalities,  including 
our  30  Americans,  was  bet¬ 
tered  by  no  other  country  so 
far.  We  get  coupons  for  free 
fuel  from  the  Iranian  Motor 
Federation.  and  the  back-up 
's  includes  medical  services  and 
s*  free  garage  servicing  at  all 
night  halts. 

''hi  Tony  Fowkes  and  Tim  Riley 
.  pead  up  two  teams  of  mechan¬ 
ics.  with  paramedics  and  a 
rally  doctor,  and  have  pro¬ 
duced  some  truly  remarkable 


and  survi' 

vors 

reach  the  < 

sdge 

of  Europe  c 

>nthe 

marathon  F 

’eking 

to  Paris  r; 

ally  . 

feats  of  fettling  which  have 
transformed  the  rally  and  is 
perhaps  the  real  reason  why 
more  than  SO  of  us  survive! 
the  Himalayas. 

Unlike  modem  '  rallying, 
there  are  no  spare  dumps  or 
regular  service  halts'to  attend 
to  our  every  need.  But  without 
Tony  or  Tun  helping  out,  this 
event  would  be  vastly  differ¬ 
ent.  Local  workshops  which 
have  never  seen  a  classic  car 
find  simple  engineering  much 
to  their  taste  —  so  an  Aston 
Martin  has  had  two  new  axle 
shafts  made  from  solid  lumps 
of  metal  in  Lahore,  a  Bentley 
has  been  plugged  up  with 
Opal  Fruit  sweets  to  stop  a 


leaking  fuel  rank,  and  the 
yellow  MG  YB  saloon  has  had 
the  crank  reground  just  three 
thousandths  of  an  inch  to  fit 
Toyota’s  big  end  shelves. 

•  When  you  read  this,  we  will 
have  enjoyed  a  day's  rest  in 
Istanbul.  We  crossed  Iran 
from  one  side  to  the  other  to 
become  the  first  motor  rally  to 
do  this  since  the  1977  London- 
Sydney  Marathon.  After  yet 
more  fettling,  we  set  our  for  the 
sting  in  the  tail  promised  by  a 
course  right  down  the  centre  of 
Greece,  over  classic  roads 
from  the  old  Acropolis  Rally. 


Results  of  note?  Fran¬ 
cesca  Sternberg  and 
Jennifer  Gillies  in  the 
PPP  Welfare-spon¬ 
sored  Volvo  have  endured  all 
sons  of  problems,  including 
days  in  Tibet  with  no  springs 
or  shock  absorbers  at  The  back 
at  all.  but  they  are  smiling 
again  now  the  car  has  all  new 
suspension  and  are  setting 
after  two  .  American  girls  in 
their  Hillman  Hunter.  Rally 
leader  is  Phil  Surtees  in  an 
amazing  Jeep,  who  holds  a 
four-minute  lead  over  two 
Americans  in  a  Ford  Club 
Coupfc  of  1950,  but  there  is  a 
Cortina,  a  Hunter  and  even  a 
Rolls-Royce  Silver  Dawn  in 
the  top  ten  and  the  final  lap  up 
through  Europe  could  -see 
many  changes. 

Most  pleasing  is  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  cars  given  no  hope  of 
getting  anywhere  by  the  pun¬ 
dits  at  the  start  at  the  Great 
Wall  of  China.  For  example, 
ail  the  vintage  Bentleys,  the 
British  Racing  Green  looking 
very  mud -stained  and  battle- 
weary  now,  are  performing 
magnificently:  never  mind  the 
top  ten,  their  drivers  never 
seem  to  stop  grinning  from  ear 
to  ear  —  whatever  the  fatigue 
thrown  at  them  by  this  most 
amazing  route. 

Next  Saturday  we  survivors 
pull  up  on  the  Place  de  la 
Concorde  ih  the  centre  of 
Paris,  just  like  Prince  Borghe- 
se’s  drive  in  what  became  the 
world's  first-ever  rally  in  1907. 


Iranian  drivers  Ramin  Khadem,  left;  arid  Mohsen  Ijad 


Morag  Preston  watches  tomorrow’s  generation  of  race  stars  bum  rubber  at  Monte  Carlo 

Kart  track  to 
Formula  One 


In  the  shadow  of  the  casino,  the  Monaco  Cup  circuit  Is  as  tight  as  the  grand  prix  trade 


JamoTniHi  turned  up  two 
days  in  a  row  to  watch  the 
Monaco  Cup,  biggest  of 
the  karting  championships 
and  recognised  breeding 
ground  for  Formula  One. 

Along  with  Ayrton  Senna. 
David  Coulthard,  Johnny 
Herbert  and  Michael  Schu¬ 
macher,  Trull i  started  his 
career  in  karts:  "1  owe  every¬ 
thing  to  karting.  Some  of 
these  kids  will  be  the  top 
drivers  of  the  future." 

Colin  McRae,  the  former 
world  rally  champion,  who 
lives  a  spanner's  throw  from 
the  circuit  in  Monte  Carlo, 
"wanted  to  know  what  all  the 
bloody  noise  was  about".  But 

when  he  realised  it  _ 

was  karting,  he 

stopped  for  a  clo-  ‘Wha 

ser  look:  “It's  the 

same  as  Formula  fhp 

One.  but  on  a  U1C 

smaller  scale.  It  a-nrj 

leaches  you  how  to 

rare." 

In  the  shadow  of  1CC1* 
the  casino,  the  Mo¬ 
naco  Cup  circuit  is  pf0S 

as  tight  as  the 
grand  prix  track. 

Reaching  80m  ph.  the  champ¬ 
ionship  is  higfroctane  fuel  for 
youthfiil  ambition.  The  prize 
is  only  a  token  trophy,  but  it  is 
the  fast  track  to  Formula  One. 

Among  the  world's  top  40 
karters  invited  to  take  part 
was  Luke  Hines.  15-year-old 
son  of  Martin,  a  name  synon¬ 
ymous  with  karting.  Three 
times  world  champion,  Hines 
Snr  now  heads  Hertfordshire- 
based  manufacturers  Zip  Kart 
and  looks  after  a  promising 
team  of  British  juniors,  the 
Young  Guns. 

Last  year,  racing  at  junior 
level,  Luke  had  come  a  valiant 
fifth.  This  year  he  was  racing 
as  a  senior,  competing  against 
drivers  up  to  35  years  old. 

Unlike  a  lot  of  young  char¬ 
gers.  who  start  competing  as 
young  as  seven,  Luke  did  not 
take  up  the  sport  until  his 
ninth  year,  having  spent  the 
early  part  of  his  life  in  and  out 
of  hospital.  Deaf,  until  the  age 


‘What  I  like 
is  the  speed 
and  that 
feeling  of 
pressure’ 


of  four,  he  was  run  over  by  a 
tractor  two  years  later  and 
doctors  feared  he  might  never 
walk  again.  But  after  a  series 
of  operations,  he  recovered  — 
only  to  be  struck  with  ME. 
"Nothing  has  been  easy  in  his 
life,  but  he  knows  that  the 
wotsi  is  now  over,"  says  his 
father.  "Whatever  else  hap¬ 
pens  is  a  bonus." 

Long  and  lean,  like  his 
father,  Luke  uses  a  personal 
trainer  to  help  strengthen  his 
upper  body.  "What  I  like 
about  karting  is  the  speed  anil 
that  feeling  of  being  under 
pressure,"  he  says.  "I  try  to 
start  with  a  clear  head,  and 
think  about  what  I  want  to  do 

_  —  pass  two  people 

per  lap.” 

I  like  But  in  fbe  first 
heal.  Luke  nose- 
>T-iPf>s4  dived  into  a  four- 

kart  pile-up:  in  the 
second,  the  chain 
snapped  on  his 
r  E3.000  kart.  Angry 

6  UI  and  frustrated,  he 

,  wandered  head 

Ure  down  into  a  corner 

with  his  father  as 
they  waited  for  the 
results  to  be  posted.  They 
knew  already  that  he  would 
be  starting  the  pre-final  at  the 
back  of  the  grid. 


Meantime,  their  heats 
over,  two  British  ju¬ 
niors  were  off  for  an 
afternoon's  fishing.  Michael 
Conway,  14.  who  started  kart¬ 
ing  after  his  father  sported  an 
advertisement  in  a  local  news¬ 
paper.  ended  up  with  second 
place  in  the  final.  His  former 
team-mate  Michael  Spencer, 
14.  who  came  third  overall, 
said:  "Racing  is  the  easy  biL 
It's  waiting  for  the  results  that 
makes  you  nervous." 

Watching  from  their  yachts 
and  the  landmark  swimming 
pool,  the  designer  T-shirt  and 
shorts  crowd  turned  out  for 
the  final.  Luke  moved  up  from 
33rd  to  15th  place  and  ended 
up  ninth  overall.  The  winner, 
was  France's  Marline  Salig- 
non  —  the  next  Prost? 


ROLLS-ROYCE*  1 '.U 
BENTLEY 


. — — S  self  drive 

; '+ .  *  *  %  *  ^  ROLLS-ROYCE  AND  BENTLEYS 

1  Drive  in  luxury  all  year  roundl 

-  I  !  Anfve  at  that  special  occasion  in  style! 

|  a  r  1  '•  V  ||iit  The  most  competitive  rates!  Weekend  spedalsl 

HANWELLS  OF  LONDON 

. .  1  w  Tel:  0171-4362070  FriJC  0171-4363110 

FV  Open  Sunday  It -4 


ROLLS-ROYCE  & 
BENTLEY  WANTED 


SAAB  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


GEDMAERA43 

K  Reg,  Red,  Magnolia 
i*  Hide 

52K.FTVRSH 

£21500 

01255050325 


TVR  CHIMAERA 
4.097  R 

S3w  Stardust,  Blue  Arabia. 
Hde,  Grey  Wool  carpet, 
FTVRSH.  3.000  mOct- 
condition. 

£30,000. 

TEL:01849  433817. 


VOLKSWAGEN 


QOlF  VM  H  mg.  S  dr,  blaok.  War 
Unite.  34000  ala,  FSB, 

maw.  Tet  oieee  otiw. 

mvVW/Acdl.  A3,  A4,  Qotf  Cab- 
rWte,  Brow,  rata.  atmmn. 
'Good  SArtma.  01.E82  WMW  r 
Mimas  on  band  new  VaOa- 
naan’B  not  innwnl  tap aw 

Oil  now  on  01400  B 12230  T 


GOLF 

cn 

96  P.  2k  mb.  tir  con.  an.  1 
atarm. 

£13,995 

01562884886(h)/ 
0370  847380. 


VOLVO 

AUTHORISED 


Sports  &  Performance  Cars 


THE  CHOSEN  FEW 


Ridgeway  West 

NMfcmMfeDten*, 

01793  486971 


VOLVO 


TamplinscWri;,, 

NATIONWIDE  DELIVERY 

0181  689  2020 


NEWS  SP6HT 

flA  R>0WIE06E  Maid  SHOITTiG 
lilK  INTOWcT 


“Will  things 
have 
changed 
by  the  time 
I  turn 
the  page?” 

THe  Dmg  tins  revs  n.  ifi  oner »« 
tor  tag.  fta  UneOnt  the  natatte 
riymahon  and  Ksna  sataas. 

to  B*  tea  Shy  News  prorata 
new.  spOrt  mu  business  sttrf® 
horn  arwwJth#  world  end  updates 
them  prorate  me  eta*  as  they 
happen.  means  Hat  you  jrs 

ho*  mfammd  ra  aw»y  ten. 

Try  LneOneaodtbe 
Interact  FIE.  Cal 

0800  111  210. 


Jl's  wba!  you  won)  know 


BRINKWORTH  MASERATI 

Britain's  Largest  Independent  Wiaserati  Specialist 


MASERATI KAJUF  2JU  ]  992-K  white.  Twin  Turbo  V6  0-6mph 
in  5  seconds,  30,000  miles  Black  and  grey  interior.  RSJf  Alley 
Wheels,  Absolutely  stunning.  extremely  fast,  every  possible 
luxury  refinement.  £17,995. 

MASERATI  430SR  34  VALVE  1995-M,  choice  of  two  cars. 
One  Bine,  One  Burgundy  Metallic.  Active  Rides.  New  body 
shape  (Ghibli)-  Ctimatr  control.  5  spoke  alloys.  Cream  lealher. 
BOTH  AT  E1SJ95. 

MASERATI  222  SE  1 992-J  Blade,  cream  leather  interior,  alloy 
wheels,  electric  eve-ytiung,  F5JI.  32jOO0  miles  Very  sought  after 
car.  Absolutely  immaculate.  £15,250. 

MASERATI  SPYDER  CONVERTIBLE  18  V6  Twin  TuHm 
I9S9-C  Black,  cream  leather  interior.  Alloy  Wheels.  F.SJH. 
43,000  miles.  Excellent  condition.  £14,9*5. 

CAR  SERVICING  NOW  AVAILABLE.  P/EX.  WARRANTY. 
ALL  MASERATI 'S  HAVE  V6  TWIN  TURBO  TWIN  CAM 
ENGINES,  GOLD  CLOCKS,  FULL  LEATHER  INTERIOR 
WHICH  INCLUDES  ROOF  LINING,  WALNUT  AND  TEAK 
VENEERS  AND  REPRESENT  EXTREMELY  GOOD  VALUE 
FOR  MONEY. 


New  Pvlaserati  Service  Centre  Now  Open 
Tel:  01056  510212/  0463  053171 


Tiptronic,  coupe, 
met  Silver, 
full  Grey  leather, 
IT'  alloys,  air  con. 
lux  pack, 

60  miles  only. 
£46,750. 
£21,995. 

01815206263/ 
0181  5593715.  T 


MERCEDES 

SL320 

97PRnby  Red  /  Mushroom 
leather,  8JOO  Mikes,  S  Hole 
Alleys.  Rear  Sen, 

Air  conditioning 
IS}  395 

Please  Td:  01923  231 717 
or  01923  298  500  T 


911  Tfptronic 
Cabriolet,  1995, 

Yellow/  Black  Leather, 
Wind  Deflector.  High  Level 
Brake  Light,  15k  Miles, 
£54,905 

Bauer  Millett 
0161-831  7447 


MASERATI  at 
London  Motor 
Show  I5th-29th 
October. 

Meridiem  Welcome 
yon  to  Stand  L8 


97  |R1  Alfa  Romo  Spidar  2.0 
16V.  Tropical  ar<wn,  mono 
lealher  interior  and  beige  hood. 
5funr«ng  car  4,500  miles£24,495 
96  M  Afc  Romeo  GTV 10  16V, 
aBo  Red.  leoiw,  dr  con.  cloys, 
PAS.  RHD,  UK  spec ,  showroom 
condition . ..£19,750 

96  M  Burthedo  IH,  Shar,  rcre 

vehicle.  Air  con.  electric 
windows,  PAS.  drivers  S 
passenger  airbag,  alloy  wheels. 
Only  1,875  mini.  Taxed  lilt 
2/98  Absolutely  mint,  big 
saving  on  new  a* . ....£14,995 

97  IP)  Ain  Romeo  145  1.8  16V 

Twin  Spark,  met  blue,  7,500 
miles,  ofioys,  PAS,  drivers  airbag. 
. £12,995 

ffla(fetee(£ 

01865  772978 

379  Cowley  Rood, 
OXFORD 


VOLVO 


T5AUTO 

EST 

9tN.  Red.  AC  ESR. 
Cruise.  6  CD,  Aim. 
FVSR23K 
£2LZ50oao 
01264782227 


T5  CD 
ESTATE 

199S.Rrd.17K.  extra 
OOJOO  one,  soey  pht 

0860  775661 
01904400481 


91 1  TAMA  VO.  58,000  MUm,  1994  DOD6E  V1FHI 1 1,000  Mllee.  DELTA  Xntaamta  16v  wolwion 

Mai/(!itfcSK,nSB.eM500.  Ited  Whh  Grey  lnr«rlo».  Mint  CLSCfi  maa  rad  OK  nnlM 

01929  583287/5*999  (OfUce)  Cowl  American  Car  Imporu  alazmwL TAKA  roec. 79JJOOkm 

—  -  -  -  -  C39J95  Tot  0181  BB94S«  i  C1A995.  t5T01>1  981 9*%4  T 


’*?  w:  rtmrtei/silteini.  ’03c«  nt*: 
iiiE)Gter«oR  Nfn»ete(i«<e 
i:ocara  ti;n 

‘•of  liiCKWCmon 
su  iMteuuun  ujoiie  usds 

lt.CaiinS*jiC—wm  SiAetnsiAre, 

^FARADAY 

TW  M60BUBI  hita  Site.".' 


GOLF 

CABRIOLET 

Avant  Guaide,  95N.  7 JXX) 
MDes.  1  Owner 

£1 41995  ono 
0171 8389555  (Work) 
0171  3284151  iBome) 


LAMBORGHINI 

COUNTACH 

Anniversary,  1990,  Met  Black  / 
Black  Hide,  17.000  Kna,  FSH. 
UK  Supplied.  Rear  AnofaiL 
£49.995 

LANCIA 

INTEGRALl 

Eva  HL  I994M,  yefflow/btack 
Alca&mm.  37.000m.  FSH,  a/c, 
usual  icfinemenu  £19.995 

Tel  0181  5061122  day 
0836  622234  eve/w-end  t 


MARTIN  PEARSE 
MOTORSPORT 
01263822431  FX  821687 


UNIQUE 

OPPORTUNITY 

M3  Convertible  LHJ>.  JW 
BniUL  Siorortd  A  Registered  Aug 
95,  Zmnobn  Rad  /  Black  Motor 
Span  Lmhn,  Power  HootL  Full 
M3  Spec.  21QQQ  KM!!  FSH. 
£24.995. 

Td:  01202  525111 


ME  RID  IEN 


M  A ) £  ST!  C 


VOLVO  VOLVO  VOLVO 


Tramendous  savings  on  new 
RBDl99amalcb. 

AS  specifications  suppled 
Ptaiae  cal  tor  a  very  very 
competitive  quotation 
OrOorz  now  taken  lo>  Voma  Tc. 
01703  4702  06  Fax  47 17  07 
LEASE  FINANCE  SCHEMES 
AVAILABLE  FART  EXCHANGE 
WELCOME. 


AUDI  A*  4 JL  SPORT  96N. 
Ming  Bine.  17,000  MOe. 
FSH.  Warretuy.  Foil  Spec, 
hxmuK  CmkL  -£43450  ana 
MASERATI  439  MANUAL 
89F.  51.000  Mila.  Met 
BJue/Lthr,  Air  Con,  Alarm.  C 
Lock.  Fail  Spec.  FSH. 
Itimw..  — — -..£10508  ora 

0121  308  2288 


HONDA 
NSX  96P 

3.0  V6  Manual  Coupe, 
ScbringSiher/  Leather, 
Air  Cut,  RMO  AliJea 
£575SD 

Marshall  Honda 
0118  9585800 


NSX 

T  bar,  man,  96N, 
Formula  Red  /  black  lihr. 
I  own,  6K,  FSH.  Only 
£56^99. 

Brindley  Honda  Staffs 
01543  506999  T. 


2.8.  Black,  Beige  inierior, 
new  unregistered, 
deliveiy  mileage,  LHD. 
£21,000  +  VAT.  Terms 
available 
0181952  6911. 


EmHzm 


4k  only,  as  new. 

94L  348ETB, 

Blue  Ch'arro/Creina, 
12k.  Hagniliceifl. 


a  Mock, 


£57MS 


£56,955 


01565  632222 


COSWORTH 

ESCORT 

Ltm.  choice  of  three 
M  &  N  from 
£23.999 

01453544321 
(showroom) 
or  0831 390650 


LOTUS 

CARLTON 

3.6. 93L  ejtcepnonaJ 
condition  throu^iont,  FSH, 
rare  oppommny  ar  only 
£34J99. 

Brindley  Honda  Staffs 
01543  506999  T. 


CAR  FINDER 

y  marque/  model 
we  locate, 
buy 

&  deliver. 
Home  &  Abroad 

0800  854868 

wvw-cariMaiKHvlce^o.uk 


SHREWSBURY 


Audi 

98P  Ab  SE  Fd  M.  eoenld.  ar. 

ralauf - £19950 

B7P  AS  TDL  ruby.  byd.  wnlaat 

- - - £19950 

97P  as  SE  3-4  qajnz.  ualm 

fUUA 


97P  At  quattro  Avast  It.  bw. 

Ms.  nr - £29950 

OOP  AS  Sport  3.7.  canid.  Uw, 

b«e.  df.  ml _ £399 SO 

Shrewsbury  Audi 
01743  402471  (7  days). 
0589  921052  (24hrs) 


THEHOfeTIMES 

PRIVATE  ADVERTISERS 
OPEN  TODAY 
9am -4pm 

CALL  0171 481 4000 
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the  times  saturdayoctoberiiw 


ab  swEnuwrrosT  iro 
DT7i  sn/sn  uetirtr  ron  «■ •*■ 

PnmalFmft  _ 


IT  Ubjud 

CbNttlaJmTO 


|S16  144)6;  -  066 

raw  i aa 


Uirfpr.u*«jBtt  riOJb  ran  BIB  .*. 

ItoSvoS®”  «*«  W5?;  .,. 

can  9M6:  9644'T  *  '«  6-5 

SaSTto*  j?4i»  •  aE°  *v} 

WanOonn  fc»  *’*  -  ®  '2 

Uklnilto  71* 

FTSf  .'M Ma  lM'/  10^  +  Q  U  •  ■ 

oonjuMtt.  ana  :«j«i  -*m» 

Hmrf.  htfdr. 

IKEnta**  #  ”fi®  IM'.’I  090  <-4 

CdvOA  8077  P<*  •  0-C  ■ 

uoanrr  ii3S  Mftl  -  o*  ts 

isndcnd  Funds 

AwnenGei  Ml-ft  r72H  -  220 

Hwrezi-SLI  a? 30  313(8  -  0C 

JCiliihti  .-3565  !«93t  -i-'®  J® 

FiBbraGm  38)30  3S390  •  '60 

bnpetiSnl  150£3  160*7  •  '  <3 

lJ»4D  13660  -0)0 

JUifteU  mu  0464]  -  3 CO 

ftpwaa  :ew  I»f  -  )39 

QtovrOuD  7/130  M?30  -24i: 

l*n  »rwin  133  5T  IV  7?  -  I0S 

turjmff,  'S7B3  30007  0  70 

MtetdEwoK  <6168  it  "3  x  0® 

OoM-acmn  S3*  W 16  -  1)34 


aw  Eourrr  &  law  uwr  tet  was 

DI301 663  331 


■jdlOSl  ACC 

Oam  n: 

UtGrarata 
U>  Craft  me 
Hqhnmc  tec  « 
I  Unto  K  Inr  * 
Gft&LiUH  ta 
GteYOft'Erc 
IB  Aroma 
bun 
EMUcuo 
MAxtnnAu 
MTnMsR 
rtotuiOau 
tone:  ta 
MraeiK 
Jsm  u 

F0c  Berta 


ABBEY  UHT  1ST  MOHS 
0345717373 

OT.&rmdn  14 

MchmcEdM*  !2 

OMMiiufiari  :< 

Amefcn&oM'  51 

AMtittW  X 

taffi  t.  (Mnrtf  34 

EmCJfUAc:  24 

Era  me  4 

Oeml  £ 

rsoB/'Am  a 

ivm  9 

UmagaUw  6 

MatotneJ  19 

US  bcaisnj  ■Jei  ?* 

FjMct  3 


141  10 

I49X| 

120 

609 

.VL30 

2XW! 

130 

*22 

77450 

291  ■» 

-  :  60 

3ft 

014(0 

SSI  50 

►  /ill 

029 

30640 

37/  70 

- 1-  SO 

047 

54910 

4  50 

151 

149  70 

25710 

560 

Oft 

4195 

ftftl 

0  19 

890 

£100 

543  :0 

IX 

:« 

44 17 

son 

1* 

0  3£ 

9129 

9764) 

as 

53  21 

06(11 

0J1 

zo: 

195  X 

335  Yd 

no 

-.it 

[MAM  &  town 

Cttd  GaSScr 

UhiADcrU 

(jpmKrznc 


740  ID  76£90‘  -  .'10 
39  99  96  71  *  051  111 

16640  T65»  J  Id  Q 63 

8799  9078  -  ikC  396 

7755  8L»  +  OS!  r 43 

IHaCO  10(40  -  IB)  0.63 

157:0  15770  0  70  459 


ABBEY  NATIONAL  IHT  TRUST  M6RS  LTD 
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Temptations  of  sterling’s  giddy  rise 


Patrick  Collinson  looks  at  the  pitfalls  lying  in  wait 
for  an  inexperienced  foreign  currency  speculator 
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Sliding  scale:  buying  francs  now  to  pay  for  February’s  skiing  holiday  may  make  sense  but  there  are  risks  to  do-it-yourself  currency  speculation 


[he  average  cost  of  a 
beer  in  a  Majorca  bar 
in  1 996  was  £1  JO.  but 
this  summer  it  had 
fallen  to  just  80p.  according  to 
a  price  check  by  Thomas 
Cook.  Car  hire  is  down  in 
price  From  £154.25  to  £101 .50. 
while  suntan  lotion  is  just 
£3.65,  compared  with  E5.05  a 
year  ago. 

The  reason  is  sterling's  phe¬ 
nomenal  past-election  surge. 
Sterling's  giddy  rise  —  and'  a 
widespread  belief  that  it  has 
overshot  in  value  —  has  templ¬ 
ed  a  lor  of  people  to  consider 
seriously  doing  a  little  ama¬ 
teur  currency  speculation. 

Although  the  experts  agree 
that  sterling  remains  overval¬ 
ued  —  so  buying  French  francs 
now  for  February’s  skiing  holi¬ 
day  may  make  sense  —  they 
shudder  at  the  thought  of  stay- 
at-home  investors  attempting 
to  play  the  currency  markets. 

For  example,  an  investor 
mighi  exchange  £1,000  into 
marks  at  the  current  rate  of 
around  DM2.S6  to  the  pound 
in  the  expectation  of  sterling 
entering  the  euro  at  the  rate  of 
DM2.65  in  a  couple  of  years' 
time.  Even  if  such  a  fall  in  the 
pound  occurs,  switching  the 
marks  back  into  pounds 
would  give  the  investor  a 
profit  of  just  £79.  After 
subtracting  foreign  exchange 
charges  and  the  interest  that 


WILL  sterling  continue  to  edge 
down  from  its  peaks,  or  is  it 
preparing  to  surge  forward  again? 
Weekend  Money  asked  Rothschild 
Asset  Management  and  Guinness 
Flight,  the  currency  fund  managers, 
for  their  forecasts  for  the  major 
trading  currencies. 

■  STERLING 

Guinness  Flight:  In  the  medium 
term  sterling  is  overvalued  and  is 
likely  to  falL  The  high  interest  rate 
differential  between  sterling  and 
other  currencies  has  made  it  aitrao- 


tive.  but  as  this  unwinds  (as  interest 
rates  rise  elsewhere)  sterling  will 
weaken  further. 

Rothschild:  Our  main  message  is 
that  the  sharp  appreciation  of 
sterling  after  the  election  was  a 
significant  overshoot  from  fair  val¬ 
ue.  But  we  don't  expea  sterling’s 
decline  to  be  as  dramatic  as  its  rise. 

■  US  DOLLAR 

Guinness  Flight:  We  expect  near- 


term  weakness  of  the  dollar  against 
European  currencies,  although  not 
against  sterling.  It  is  now  over¬ 
bought  —  the  US  is  still  the  world’s 
biggest  debtor  nation  and  has  a 
huge  current  account  deficit. 
Rothschild:  We  expect  sterling  to 
continue  to  trade  against  the  dollar 
in  the  $155  to  $1.65  region  for  the 
.  next  few-  months.  It  will  probably 
weaken  to  .between  $1.45  and  $155 
over  the  next  year. 


■  MARK 

Guinness  Flight:  The.  mark  has 
strengthened  recently.  We  expea  it 
to  continue  to  strengthen  against  the 
dollar  and  the  yen.  Ln  the  longer 
term,  a  slow-growth,  low-interest 
rate  Europe  is  not  supportive  of  the 
currency.’ 

Rothschild:  We  expect  more  conver¬ 
gence  trading  as  European  mone¬ 
tary  union  approaches.  Against  the 
mark  and  other  core  European 


currencies,  the  pound  is  fundamen¬ 
tally  overvalued- 

■  YEN 

Guinness  Flight:  After  a  strong 
rally,  the  yen  is  flat  on  its  back  again. 
It  is  a  cheap  currency,  but  until  the 
economy  shows  signs  of  a  sustained 
recovery,  it  will  remain  soft. 
Rothschild:  The  yen  has  been 
trading  against  sterling  at  around 
195  to  205  to  the  pound,  and  we 
expect  it  to  appreciate.  The  rate 
against  sterling  could  come  back  to 
around  175. 


The  money  would  otherwise 
have  earned  the  profit  all  but 
disappears. 

A  more  serious  investor 
could  open  a  foreign  currency 
account  aT  a  bank.'  which  will 
pay  a  rate  of  interest  depend¬ 
ing  on  the  currency.  Lloyds 
Bank,  for  example,  offers  per¬ 
sonal  currency  accounts  in  all 
currencies  at  a  standing 
charge  of  E60  per  year  plus 
banking  charges  for  cash  and 
cheques  paid  in  or  our. 

Flemings  and  other  fund 
managers  also  offer  deposit- 
style  accounts,  which  pay  the 
interest  rate  applicable  10  the 
local  currency.  But  a  glance  at 
the  interest  rate  paid  by  Flem¬ 
ings  on  foreign  currency  de¬ 
posit  reveals  that  sterling,  at 
5.1  per  cent,  is  far  higher  than 
for  any  other  major  currency. 
Leaving  money  in  marks 
earns  an  interest  rate  of  only 
15  per  cent. 

Remember,  to  gain  from 
putting  money  into  a  foreign 
currency  deposit,  sterling  has 
to  weaken  against  the  curren¬ 
cy.  If  sterling  strengthens, 
then  the  investor  can  suffer  a 
double  whammy,  losing  out 
when  the  money  is  translated 
back  into  sterling  and  missing 
out  on  higher  UK  rates. 

An  alternative  to  opening  a 
foreign  currency  account  is  to 
invest  in  a  currency  fund, 
either  on  a  single  currency  or 
mixed  (managed)  currency  ba¬ 
sis.  Several  of  the  major 
investment  houses  offer  air- 
rency  funds,  which  tend  to  be 
based  in  offshore  centres  such 
as  Jersey.  Guernsey.  Bermuda 
and  Luxembourg. 

But  far  from  offering  high- 
risk.  high-reward  speculative 
funds,  the  investment  manag¬ 
ers  promote  currency  funds  to 
investors  as  a  means  to  reduce 
and  diversify  risk. 

Fidelity,  for  example,  offers 
a  range  of  13  single  currency 
funds  but  is  very  keen  to 
discourage  small'  investors 
from  using  them  for  specula¬ 


tion.  It  focuses  instead  on  the 
tax  benefits  of.  say.  using  a 
currency  fond  to"  save  for 
retirement  ahroad. 

Income  in  an  offshore  cur¬ 
rency  fund  such  as  Fidelity's 
Bermuda  funds  is  rolled  up 
tax-free,  and  UK  investors  are 
not  liable  for  income  tax  until 
shares  are  switched  or  sold.  If 
the  investor  sells  shares  after 
leaving  the  UK  for  retirement 
on  the'Costa  del  Sol.  the  gains 
will  be  exempt  from  UK  tax. 

Closer  10  the  idea  of  malting 
money  by  dealing  in  curren¬ 
cies  is  the  managed  currency 
fund,  which  actively  invests  in 
a  wide  range  of  currencies  to 
maximise  gains  from  both 
currency  movements  and  in¬ 
terest  rates  over  the  medium 
term.  But  don't  expect  George 
Soros-style  returns. 


M 


r  Soros  made 
more  than  £1  bil¬ 
lion  speculating 
against  sterling 
as  it  was  ejected  from  the  ERM. 
but  Rothschild  Asset  Manage¬ 
ment  and  Guinness  Flight 
Hambru.  borh  large  players  in 
the  managed  currency’  fund 
field,  emphasise  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  longer-term  investing. 

Philip  Saunders,  of 
Guinness  Right,  says:  “A  lot  of 
people  think  of  currency  deal¬ 
ing  in  terms  of  a  frenetic  City 
dealing  room.  But  currency 
funds  should  really  be  seen  xs 
super-cash  funds  and  as  pan 
of  a  balance  of  assets  across 
bonds  and  equities.  A  man¬ 
aged  currency  fund  aims  to 
preserve  the  value  of  your  cash 
in  foreign  currencies  and  is 
generally  less  volatile  than 
bond  or  equity  funds." 

Tam  Barman,  rhe  Roth¬ 
schild  money  fond  manager, 
said:  "We  take  a  conservative 
approach  and  don't  manage 
on  a  shorr-ierm  basis.  Inves¬ 
tors  could  trade  in  and  out  of 
our  funds  10  maximise  re¬ 
turns,  but  it  is  not  something 
we  recommend." 


Finsbury  Technology  Trust  is  a  specialist  trust  investing  in  high  technologies  like  digital  telephone  communications, 
micros varc  radios.and  software  tor  the  Internet.  By  continually  adapting  to  conditions  it  is  a  state  of  the  art  method 
of  following  the  sector.  This  is  part  of  a  portfolio  of  investment  crusts  which  continually  win  Finsbury’  many 
independent  performance  awards*.. .yet  we  still  make  no  charges  in  our  PEPS  or  Savings  Plans.  Find  our  more 
about  Finsburv  by  filling  in  xh.is  coupon,  telephone  our  Investor  Helpline  on  tJ99i>  5U2U17 

or  visit  wwtv.hnsbury-asset.co.uk. 
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go  .with  Govett. 


i 


Every  investor  wants  the  growth  Lhat  stockmarket  investment  can  provide.  But  few 
are  prepared  to  take  the  risks  of  sudden  falls.  Now.  with  the  Govett  UK  Eouitv 
Safeguard  Fund,  you  don’t  have  to.  It’s  a  new  kind  of  fund  that  provides 
exposure  to  rises  in  the  FTSE  100  Index  but.  unlike  other  funds,  it  can  proLecl 
your  money  when  the  Index  drops.  That's  why  it  has  the  potential  to  beat  the 
Index  over  the  longer  term.  And.  for  value.  Safeguard  takes  some  beating 
itself.  With  the  Safeguard  PEP.  there  are  no  additional  entiy  or  exit  fees  and.  of 
course,  gains  arc  entirely  tax  free.  Where  else  can  you  find  such  superior 
performance  potential,  built-in  protection  3nd  outstanding  value?  To  go  with  Govett. 
speak  to  your  usual  financial  adviser,  fill  in  the  coupon  or  call  the  number  below. 
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0845  300  go  go 
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Mr/Mnt/Ms/Misa 


Please  send  me  a  brochure  for  the  Govett  UK  Equity  Safeguard  PEP, 
Pest  to:  Customer  Services  Department,  AIB  Govett,  Shaeldeton  House, 
4  Battle  Bridge  Lane,  London  SE1  2HR. 
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JiM  Insley  looks  at  a  high-yield  corporate  bond  fund  and  its  research-orientated  manager 

Newton’s  new  high-flyer 


THE  TIMES 


"■ATIFRPAY  nrTOBER  11  ^97 


Warren  Buffett's  spectacu¬ 
lar  move  of  $2  biifion 
from  shares  into  bonds 

two  weeks  ago  has  encouraged 
many  investors  to  wonder  if  they 
should  follow  suit  As  the  UK 
stock  market  suffered  another 
week  of  volatility  an  increasing 
number  of  City  pundits  believe  it 
is  time  to  take  profits  and  switch 
into  steadier  areas  of  investment. 

Newton,  the  fund  manager,  is 
no  doubt  hoping  to  cash  in  on  this 
sentiment  by  launching  a  new 
corporate  bond  fund  —  the  High 
Yield  Bond  unit  trust. 

The  fund  is  designed  for  income 
seekers,  paying  an  initial  yield  of 
7.6  per  cent  gross  in  monthly 
instalments.  After  launch,  the 
yield  will  be  variable,  but  Newton 
aims  to  produce  a  yield  l  per  cent 
to  13  per  cent  greater  than  that  of 
ten-year  gilts.  The  High  Yield 
Bond  fund  also  qualifies  for 
inclusion  in  a  personal  equity 
plan,  so  the  interest  will  be  paid 
out  tax-free. 

The  High  Yield  Bond  fund  will 
be  managed  by  Helena 
Morrissey,  who  has  worked  in  the 
bond  markets  for  ten  years, 
starting  her  career  at  Schroders  in 
New  York  three  days  before  the 
1987  crash. 

Since  her  move  to  Newton  in 
London,  she  has  managed  the 
Newton  International  Bond  Fund, 
which  has  top  quartile  perfor¬ 
mance  over  one,  three  and  five 
years  in  the  international  fixed 
interest  sector. 

Independent  financial  advisers 
agree  that  the  fund's  4  per  cent 
initial  charge  and  ]  per  cent 
annual  charge  are  reasonable. 
The  annual  charge  will  be  taken 
from  capital,  so  as  to  maximise 
the  income  that  can  be  paid  out  to 
investors. 

However,  Graham  Hooper  of 
Chase  de  Vere  Investments  is 
worried  about  the  fund’s  invest¬ 
ment  content.  Newton  claims  this 
is  the  first  UK-based  corporate 
bond  fund  to  invest  in  European 
and  UK  high  yield  corporate  debt. 
Junk  bonds  is  a  more  familiar 
name. 

Corporate  bonds  are  “lOUs" 
issued  by  companies  that  want  to 
raise  money  without  borrowing 
from  a  bank.  The  company-usual- 
ly  promises  to  repay  the  borrowed 
money  —  investors  ’  capital  —  oh  a 
set  date,  and  in  the  meantime 
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Helena  Morrissey  aims  for  a  portfolio  of  50  bond  holdings  with  a  2  per  cent  limit  in  any  one 


pays  regular  fixed  amounts  of 
interest. 

The  quality  of  a  bond  is 
determined  by  many  factors. 
These  indude  the  amount  of 
interest  it  pays,  whether  it  is 
backed  with  some  sort  of  asset 
such  as  property,  and  perhaps 
most  importantly  the  company's 
ability  to  repay  its  debt. 

Moodys  and  Standard  &  Poor's, 
the  rating  agencies,  specialise  in 
assessing  the  ability  of  companies 
to  repay  their  bonds.  The  -safest" 
bonds  are  given  an  AAA  rating. 
However,  these  are  few  and  far 
between,  and  many  corporate, 
bond  Peps  buy  AA -or  A-rated 
bonds. 

But  Mrs  Morrissey  says  that  to 
generate  the  desired  yield  she 


must  invest  half  the  hind's  money 
in  bonds,  which  have  a  BB  rating 
or  less.  Such  bonds  are  classed  as 
“sub-investment  grade”,  because 
die  raring  agencies  believe  there  is 
a  higher  risk  of  the  companies 
that  have  issued  the  bonds  de¬ 
faulting  on  their  debts.  The  mar¬ 
ket  in  this  type  of  bond  is  still  in  its 
infancy  in  Europe,  although  well- 
established  in  the  US. 

Higher  risk  bonds  cost  less  to 
buy  and  tend  to  pay  higher  rates 
of  interest  to  attract  investors.  For 
example,  the  fund's  portfolio  cur- 
■  rentiy  indudes  a  £65  million 
unrated  bond  issued  by  Eco-Bat 
;  Technologies,  a  small  UK  com¬ 
pany  that  recycles  lead.  It  has 
issued  a  ten-year  bond  that  pays  2 
per  cent  more  than  the  going  rate 


for  ten-year  gilts.  In  comparison. 
Tesco  has  issued  an  AA-rated 
bond  redeemable  in  2007,  that 
pays  just  0.48  per  cent  more  than 
ten-year  gilts. 

Mrs  Morrissey  points  out  that 
the  only  bond  to  run  into  real 
problems  in  the  recent  past  was 
an  A-rated  bond  issued  by 
Barings.  She  said:  “People  take 
false  comfort  from  ratings;!  wont 
set  a  minimum  grade  for  bonds  in 
the  portfolio.  I  believe  in  haviqg  a 
bond  that  is  correctly  valued 
rather  than  one  which  has  a  high 
rating.” 

To  control  the  level  of  risk,  Mrs 
Morrissey  aims  to  bmfd-  up.  a' 
portfolio  of  about  50  bond  hold¬ 
ings,  with  no  more  than  2  per  cent 
of  the  fund's  value  in  any  one 


stock.  However,  Mr  Hooper  says 
that  the  increased  element  of  risk 
will  deter  many  of  the  elderly 
investors  who  typically  buy  units 
in  corporate  bond  funds. 

He  said:  “The  whole  thing 
about  rhese  funds  is  that  they  are 
low-risk.  The  inclusion  of  sub1 
investment  grade  bonds  is  an 
added  worry.  We  would  want  to 
know  much  more  about  Helena 
Morrissey’s  investment 
experience." 

Chase  de  Vere  Investments  is 
more  likely  to  recommend  the  use 
of  Commercial  Union’s  Monthly 
Income  Plus  Pep,  which  pays  out 
a  similar  monthly  income  but  has 
a  more  conventional  portfolio  of 
corporate  bonds,  preference 
shares,  convertibles  and  the  in¬ 
come  shares  of  split  capital  invest¬ 
ment  trusts. 

No  more  than  0.65  per  cent  of 
the  fund  is  invested  in  any 
particular  holding,  and  the  portfo¬ 
lio  typically  invests  in  160  stocks 
and  shares. 


Mike  Neumann,  of  BESt 
Investment,  indepen¬ 
dent  financial  advisers, 
disagrees  with  Mr  Hooper's  as¬ 
sessment  He  points  out  that  even 
if  a  company  does  collapse,  bond 
holders  usually  come  near  to  the 
front  of  the  queue  for  money  when 
the  company's  assets  are  realised. 
He  says:  “People  overestimate 
the  downside  risk.  Ibis  is  debt 
not  equity.  If  you  were  investing 
in  die  shares  of  the  companies,  it 
might  be  a  different  matter. 

“Mrs  Morrissey  wants  to  invest 
in  something  she  can  apply  her 
own  research  to.  You  are  invest¬ 
ing  in  her  expertise,  and  l  think 
she  has  the  capability  to  do  well 
with  this  fund." 

Douglas  Gardner  of  Thomson's 
Financial  Planning,  independent 
financial  adviser,  is  unlikely  to 
recommend  the ‘purchase  of  any 
corporate  bond  Peps.  He  believes 
their  future  tax  treatment  is 
uncertain  since  the  Government's  1 
decision  to  introduce  a  new  tax- 
efficient  savings  scheme  in  1999. 
The  up-front  charges,  therefore, 
could  outweigh  Peps’  tax  advan¬ 
tages  in  the  meantime. 

He  recommends  that  income 
seekers  consider  short-term  re¬ 
turns  of  up  id  65  per  cent  (net  of 
basic  rate  tax)  bom  insurance 
company  guaranteed  income 
bonds.  Those  aged  60  or  more  can 
get  7  per  cent  grass,  fixed  for  five 
years  from  National  Savings  Pen¬ 
sioners  Bonds.  Interest  is  paid 
gross  but  subject  to  tax,  and  must 
be  declared  to  the  Inland 
Revenue. 


Bright  tomorrow 
includes  us  out 


One  week  hence,  the  method 
of  buying  and  selling  shares 
on  the  London  Stock  Ex¬ 
change  is  scheduled  to  start  chang¬ 
ing  yet  again.  Instead  of  brokers 
telephoning  wholesale  market-mak¬ 
ers,  after  checking  who  is  quoting 
the  best  price  on  the  electronic 
quotation  system,  orders  will  be 
posted  on  an  electronic  notioeboard 
where  they  can  be  taken  or  matched. 

Naturally,  it  is  not  as  simple  as 
that.  The  new  system  initially  ap¬ 
plies  only  to  the  blue  chips  that 
make  up  the  FFSE  100  ‘share  index. 
And  it  will  not  apply  to  small 
investors  whose  orders  will  be  dealt 
with  via  electronic  links  to  the 
wholesalers,  now  confusingly  called 
retail  service  providers. 

Actually,  it  is  not  as  simple  as  that 
either,  if  I  have  grasped  it  deals  in 
more  than  1,000  shares,  usually 
worth  £4.000  plus  but  in. theory 
£1,000  or  less,  may  optionally  be  put 
oh  the  electronic  order  book,  though 
they  will  prob-  _ . 
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low-cost  ser- 
vices  aggre- 
gate  small 
orders  into 
big  ernes  that 
are  traded  at 
the  best  price 
on  offer.  So 
even  modest 
private  inves¬ 
tors  could  be 
caught  by  the 
sort  of  sneaky 
and  ruthless 
tactics  that 

schoolchildren  are  told  do  hot  exist 
on  the  Stock  Exchange.  The  snake  in 
the  grass  strategy,  for  instance, 
involves  entering  orders  at  prices 
well  adrift  from  “market"  in  the 
hope  that  some  unwary  mug  mil  be 
snared.  Such  risks  would  become 
more  potent  if  the  new  form  of 
trading  were  used  for  smaller  stocks 
that  do  not  have  a  steady  flow  of 
orders.  But  that  may  never  happen. 

For  now.  the  main  risks  in 
electronic  trading  will  be  borne  by 
professionals.  Brokers  will  try  to 
make  sure  that  their  private  clients 
are  affected  only  by  the  advantages! 
Richard  Hunter,  of  NatWesr  Stock¬ 
brokers.  argues  that  small  investors 
should  see  no  practical  difference, 
except  that  the  benefit  of  reform 
Should  filter  through  to  them  in 
narrower  spreads  between  buying 
and  selling  prices. 

You  cannot  help  noticing,  how¬ 
ever,  that  this  is  another  change  that 
has  been  driven  by  the  needs  of  big 
institutional  and  international  in¬ 
vestors.  Small  investors  have  been 
tagged  on  at  the  end,  even  though 
theymakeihe  majority  of  trades.  We 
were  "squeezed  out  of  most  new 
issues,  institutional  traders’  needs 
also  spawned  Crest,  tile  more  eff- 


jdent  new  paperless  share  settl^ 
mem  system  and  the  new  gilt-edged 
settlement  system.  Allowance  was 
made  for  individuals  there  too.  But 
Crest,  along  with  the  popularity  ot 
peps,  accelerated  economic  pressure 
to  deal  via  nominees. 

Use  of  nominee  holdings  has 
separated  shareholders  from  me 
companies  they  invest  in.  When  did 
a  company  last  try  to  contact  you 
through  a  nominee  holding?  At¬ 
tempts  to  make  the  nominee  screen 
transparent,  so  that  investors  re¬ 
ceive  communications  from  the  com¬ 
pany  and  have  normal  non-fin  ana  ai 
rights,  are  having  only  unutec 
success.  Registrars  may  guarantee 
these  rights  to  shares  held  m  a 
company’s  corporate  nominee, 
which  is-an  improvement,  but  that 
hardly  covers  the  issue. 

Someone  has  to  pay  the  costs  of 
these  services.  You  might  think 
quoted  companies  would  be  deligh  t¬ 
ed  to  embrace  anyone  enthusiastic 
enough  to  pay 
~[  from  their 
■,  own  pocket  to 

become  a 
sgfr.v*  part-owner. 

Not  so.  Too 
often  they  are 
seen  as  a  cost¬ 
ly  nuisance. 

GRAHAM  Money  spent 

SEARJEANT 

shareholders 
is  a  wasted 
overhead,  in 
.contrast  to 
money  spent 
on  DOOan- 
hour  consultants,  let  alone  the 
board.  Summary  accounts,  often 
patronisingly  inadequate,  were 
dreamt  up  and  foisted  on  many  in¬ 
vestors.  Privatised  groups  wanted  to 
save  money  on  bloated  registers  of 
tiny  holdings.  Creative  work  has 
bran  done  by  a  group  of  companies, 
now  taken  up  by  the  Accounting 
Standards  Board,  to  design  better 
annual  reports  to  serve  both  private 
and  professional  investors.  But  this 
is  hot  a  high  priority  for  industry. 

Few,  if  any,  quoted  companies 
entice  1  per  cent  of  their  sharehold¬ 
ers  lo  an  annual  presentation.  Nor  is 
there  airy  clamour  to  reach  investors 
through  a  'dedicated  company  tele¬ 
vision  channel.  Such  indifference  to 
smaller  fry  is  understandable  when 
half  a  dozen  institutions  with  the 
instincts  of  a.  wasp  in  a  sweet  shop 
may  control  a  company’s  fate.  That 
.  is,  however,  because  more  loyal 
private  investors  have  been  given 
the  cold  shoulder.  . 

Boards  shook!  answer  one  key 
question..  Would  they  prefer  private 
shareholders  to  sell  and  go  collective 
or  to  be  persuaded  to  double  their 
individual  holdings?  Either  wayrthey 
should  tell  the  Stock  Exchange  of 
their  decision  and  act  upon  it 
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MARKS  &  SPENCER 
GUARANTEED 
CAPITAL 
INVESTMENT 
PLAN 


IMPORTANT  REASONS 
TO  CONSIDER 
INVESTING 
IN  OUR  PLAN 

•  The  value  of  your  original  investment 
guaranteed  on  the  5th  anniversary* 

•  Potential  Tor  tax-free"  growth  through  the 
Marks  &  Spencer  UK  100  Companies  Fund 
which  currently  tracks  the  FT-SE*  100 
Index. 

•  The  first  issue  of  our  Guaranteed  Plan  has 
grown  by  33.7%  since  its  launch  on  4th 
April  1996". 

•  Access  to  your  investment  ar  all  rimes 

•  No  nuiial  charge  and  no  exit  charge 

•  An  alrerrunve  IQ  higher  rate  savings 
accounts  and  Tessas. 


ISSUE 


Call  free  on 


SUm  to  Spm  weekdays- 
9am  to  5pm  weekends. 


quoting  reference  code:  POSS 


"The  Guaranteed  Capital  Investment  Plan  (Issue  I)  was  launched  on  4tft  April  1996. 
(b  performance  h  based  on  drndend  meant  ra'nvtmd  grass,  maius  all  charges  apprapriHb  » 
ou-  Plan  up  ipTOdi  August  1997.  (See  terms  and  conditions  tor  foil  Information  of  charges. ) 

*  Hbu  cm  mvastup  to  UJKB  m  each  w  year  (n  a  General  FBI  The  imt  trun  is  labto  to  carponoon  tax 
»  any  tncon*  K  record  Anjr  tax  deducted  from  jew  income  n  dakned  Indt  from  dw  Hand  Revawa 
on  yojf  behsl  and  any  proCt  yon  mala  *hen  acting  your  POP  Is  aba  aK-fcve.Thc  ox  treatment  of  Rift 
nay  be  dunged  by  fauna  tegnUoon.  The  vsfcia  of  any  on  bonrite  may  depend  on  your  tadhUml  faunal 
tJrrunstances. 

faOovnng  the  ju^r  )W?&udps  ihs  fours  rfPEPi  H  unMnsuaTlw  Omxtar  ehi*  bchaquar 
has  announced  that  a  now  nn-prtfBegpl  vehicle,  (he  Indhrkbjal  Savfc^s  Account  (ISA),  will  be 
introduced  during  I999.TTK;  nirrwir  can'  benefits  for  P£f*s  writ!  commit  until  5th  April  1999  and 
the  Govern  man  is  no*  wwtang  on  proposals  tar  EAi  and  the  conversion  of  P0*(.TESSAs  and 
types  at  savings  hwo  ISA*. 

•The  guarantee  wdl  came  into  effect  if  the  value  of  vow  original  (meatman,  has  Wen  on  5<ft 
December  2002.  or  die  date  of  ]nurdaad).ll  carter.  The  charge  for  the  guarantee  b  15%  of  the 
nhie  dt  not  P»an  ph«*  WT  each  jnear  for  Bvoywrv 

TPy-^"  and  “FOOTSIE”  am  jOfot  trademarks  of  the  London  Stock  Exchange  United  and  the 
HtMKial  Tunes  Ltmtiad  used  I7  dta  FTSE  knctiBClonal  Lkitkcd  wider  Kcencs- 


A  General  Personal  Equity 
Plan  with  a  special  guarantee 
from  Marks  &  Spencer 
Financial  Services 


OFFER  MUST  CLOSE 
28th  NOVEMBER  1997 

The  Plan  invests  your  money  in  the  Marks  & 
Spcnccr  UK  100  Companies  Fund  which  cu trendy 
tracks  the  performance  of  the  FT-SE®  100  Index. 
The  minimum  investment  is  £.3.000  and  the 
maximum  is  £.6,000. 

for  full  details  ol  the  Plan  including  an  application 
form  and  terms  and  conditions  simply  call  free  on 
0800  363  451  quoting  reference  code  P088. 
Please  remember  ihe  value  of  units  and  the 
income  from  ibcm  can  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

Also  past  performance  is  no  guarantee  or  future 
performance. 
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Corporate  Bond  PEP 


Legal  &  General's  low  costs  provides 
better  value  and  reduces  risk 

Legal  &  General  have  led  the  way- 
in  providing  low  cost,  high  performance 


The  low  cost 


income 


Over  the  years,  our  determinatoo  to 
provide  outstanding  value  for  money 
has  meant  that  today,  Legal  Sc  Genera] 

Investment  Management  has  in  excess  of 
£50  billion  under  management. 

Now.  we  arc  delighted  to  introduce 
the  latest  improvement  to  our  PEP 
range  -  Legal  &  General's  Corporate 
Bond  PEP. 

Once  again,  we’ve 
delivered  unbeatable  value. 


providing  the  lowest  cost 
diversified  Corporate  Bond  PEP  on  the 
market  with  annual  management 
charges  of  only  0.5%,  with  no  initial  or 
withdrawal  fee. 

So,  for  a  regular,  high  tax-free 
income  on  your  savings  find  out  more 
about  Britain's  best  value  Income  PEP 


Find  out  more  now  -phone  free  0500 11  66  22 
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Perilous  exercise  in  lethargy 


t 


ASHLEY  COOMBES 


IJ^Poning  pension  planning  is 
dangerous  but  oh  so  easy.  Even 

can  irksome  domestic  tasks 

can  seem  more  compelling  than 

applywg  yourself  to  the  intriJdS  of 

S?X!iia7d  unil  structures, 
V*vtxi  aUocadon  periods  and  other 
impenetrable  pension  small  print 

. .  In  ^  rwTv  new  exaKes  to  delay 
the  evil  hour.  Workers  in  pensionless 

SFST-  «■  Put  off  opting  out  of 
ndated  pension 
“ten*  (Serps)  for  personal  plans 
because  there  may  now  be  some 
advantage  to  staying  put 
Meanwhile,  many  of  those  who 
suspect  that  they  should  be  making 
extra  retirement  savings  will  now  be 
using  rumours  of  the  abolition  of 
higher-rate  pension  relief  as  a  pretext 
to  put  away  their  chequebooks.  Why 
enter  a  long-term  commitment  when 
the.  terms  may  soon  become  less 
favourable? 

As  we  report  on  page  56,  Budget 


ANNE  ASHWORTH 

Personal  Finance  Editor 


tax  changes  mean  that  pension  plan 
returns  may  not  march  the  guaran¬ 
teed  payments  offered  by  Serps.  So 
you  can  put  your  feet  up  while 
waiting  to  see  if  the  Government  i$ 
willing  to  improve  the  sweetener  for 
those  who  opt  out  or  put  at  risk  its 
spending  plans. 

Sitting  idly  by  while  ministers  rale 
on  the  fate  of  pension  tax  relief  would 
be  a  perilous  exercise  in  lethargy. 
Why  alow  the  Chancellor  to  further 
squeeze  die  middle  classes. 

Abolishing  higher-rate  relief  would 


raise  at  least  £]  billion,  sufficient  to 
improve  the  sweetener  significantly. 
Those  believing  that  they  would  prefer 
other  investments  to  pensions,  if  the 
relief  were  reduced,  should  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  a  shock.  The  Government  is 
now  almost  certain  to  make  pension 
contributions  compulsory.  With  or 
without  higher  rate  relief,  you  may  be 
compelled  to  pay  a  percentage  of  your 
income  into  a  pension. 

The  speculation  surrounding  high¬ 
er-rate  relief  wfi]  surely  stir  life 
insurance  salesmen  into  frenzied  ac¬ 


tion.  If  you  are  resolved  to  use  the  tax 
benefits,  we  can  make  the  task  less 
tedious  by  suggesting  you  avoid  any 
plan  with  the  features  mentioned  in 
the  first  paragraph. 

Mortgage  bargains 

THE  autumn  is  providing  plenty  of 
opportunities  to  pay  less  for  your 
mortgage.  Every  lender  is  desperate  to 
fulfil  its  annual  mortgage  sales  quota 
before  the  Christmas  slowdown. 

With  fixed-rate  deals  as  low  as  6.45 
per  cent,  why  pay  more?  Borrowers 
who  pocketed  summer  windfalls  are 
persuading  their  lender  to  give  them  a 
discounted  offer,  or  else.  The  shyer 
ones  are  stealing  away  to  remortgage 
with  competitors.  Anyone  contemplat¬ 
ing  such  a  move  should  ensure  that 
they  can  make  a  swift  exit  at  the  end  of 
the  fixed  rate.  With  a  bit  of  luck  you 
may  never  need  to  pay  the  standard 
variable  rate  again. 


'  'Si 


The  rising  cost  of  caring 


As  the  cost,  of  private 
medical  insurance 
tPMI)  continues  to  ac¬ 
celerate  at  a  record  rate  each 
year,  an  increasing  number 
of  companies  are  arranging 
“package"  deals  with  hospi¬ 
tals  in  an  attempt  to  keep 
expenses  down.  However, 
these  deals  may  have  the 
effect  of  further  increasing 
bills,  driving  up  premiums. 
Another  effect  may  be  a  small 
number  of  private  hospitals 
gaining  a  monopoly  in  some 
areas,  adding  yet  more  pres¬ 
sure  to  costs  and  premiums. 

Typically,  a  package  deal 
will  involve  insurers  and  hos¬ 
pitals  agreeing  on  a  fixed 
price  for  the  30  most  common 
operations,  such  as  wisdom 
teeth  extraction,  hernias  arid 
knee  and  hip  replacements. 

Ansel  Harris,  72,  has  pri¬ 
vate  medical  insurance  from 
Royal  SunAlliance.  which  is 
partly  paid  for  by  Ills  former 
employer.  In  June  Mr  Harris 
entered  St  John  and  Eliza¬ 
beth.  a  private  hospital  in 
North  London,  to  undergo  an 
operation  on  a  hernia.  Mr 
Harris  was  up  and  walking 
within  24  hours.  ■ 

When  Royal  SunAlliance 
sent  him  a  copy  of  the 
hospital’s  Mil  he  was  dis¬ 
mayed  to  see  that,  while  the 
fee  for  the  surgeon  and  anaes¬ 
thetist  was  a  reasonable  £500, 
the  cost  of  his  post-operative 


Gavin  Lumsden  says  package  deals  may  not  be  a 
bargain  for  those  with  private  medical  insurance 


care  and  overnight  stay  was  a 
staggering  £1,645.  Mr  Harris 
immediately  told  the  insurer 
not  to  pay  the  bill  The 
hospital  initially  refused  to 
discuss  the  matter,  prompting 
Mr  Harris  to  do  his  own 
digging.  He  found  that  near¬ 
by  hospitals  charged  around 
£900.  while  St  John  and 
Elizabeth  would  have 
charged  him  £796  if  he  had 
walked  in  off  the  street  and 
had  the  operation  uninsured. 

Royal  SunAlliance  eventu¬ 
ally  told  Mr-Hanis  that  they 
had  a  package  deal  with  the 
hospital  and  that  the  fixed 
price  for  a  hernia  operation 
assumed  a  stay  in  hospital  of 
three  days.  Mr  Harris  was 
amazed:  “Each  year  the  pre¬ 
miums  on  my  policy  have 
gone  up  by  10-12  per  cent.  The 
company  claims  it  is  the 
rising  cost  of  medical  care, 
but  I  think  it  is  more  to  do 
with  the  cosy  relationship 
between  insurers  and  hospi¬ 
tals.  Die  conventional  wis¬ 
dom  around  PMI  is  that 
nobody  pays,  but  in  fact  it  is 
policyholders  who  end  up 
paying  for  the  increased  bill." 

After  an  angry  exchange  of 
letters  the  hospital  finally 


agreed  to  reduce  its  bill  to 
£796.  This  has  saved  Royal 
SunAlliance.  which  did  noth¬ 
ing.  £849.  Ir  has  agreed  to 
donate  half  of  the  money  to  a 
charity,  of  which  Mr  Harris 
is  chairman,  that  operates 
around  the  world  including 
Sarajevo  and  Rwanda. 

Tony  Vick,  finance  director  of 
St  John  and  Elizabeth,  said  the 
hospital  had  similar  arrange¬ 
ments  with  all  the  main  insur¬ 
ers.  “Package  deals  will  allow 
patients  to  stay  longer  without 
any  extra  cost,"  he  said. 

Mark  House  of  Royal 
SunAlliance's  health  insur¬ 
ance  centre  said  the  company 
had  introduced  the  deals  with 
a  few  hospitals  in  March  and 
would  be  reviewing  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  trial  in  die  next 
month.  He  said  the  level  of 
payment  on  the  hernia  might 
be  changed.  He  said:  “All 
credit  goes  to  Mr  Harris  for 
picking  up  on  the  issue,  but  we 
would  have  picked  it  up  in  our 
review  period  anyway.” 

According  to  Laing  &  Buis- 
son.  a  healthcare  analyst,  the 
costs  of  private  medical  insur¬ 
ance  have  outstripped  infla¬ 
tion  in  nine  out  of  the  past  ten 
years,  largely  the  result  of 


How  healthy  is  the  deal? 


Private  medical  insurance  policyholders  provide 
70  per  cent  of  the  money  spent  on  private  medical 
care  in  this  country,  according  to  Laing  & 
Buisson,  a  healthcare  analyst  But  how  good  a 
deal  are  they  getting? 

There  are  now  3.4  million  PMI  policyholders, 
compared  with  about  one  million  in  1972.  A  total 
of  6.3  million  people  are  covered  today  by  these 
policies.  As  a  result,  die  amount  of  money 
flowing  to  private  hospitals^  clinks,  and  physi- 
rians  has  rocketed  from  a  paltry  £41  million  24 
years  ago  to  £23  billion  last  year.  Hospitals  and 
clinics  take  the  lion’s  share  of  the  income  nearly 
E13  billion  '  in  1996-  Fees  to  surgeons, 
anaesthetists  and  physicians,  however,  amount¬ 


ed  to  £652  million,  up  from  £282  million  ten 
years  ago.  A  large  part  of  this  growth  has  been 
die  pace  of  medical  development,  which  has 
made  more  care  possible  and  increased  claims 
from  policyholders.  Ten  years  ago  the  average 
claim  for  care  was  £213;  today  it  is  £452 
Policyholder  numbers  rise  2  per  cent  a  year 
but  PMI  premiums  by  10  per  cent  While  the 
cost  of  claims  rose  53  per  cent  in  real  terms  last 
year  the  amount  insurers  paid  to  healthcare 
providers  rose  7  percent  Insurers,  it  seems, 
pay  more  than  they  need  to.  Unfortunately,  the 
burden  falls  on  people  like  Mr  Harris. 

Gavin  Lumsden 


Gross  annual  rate 

Amount  (i Deluding  l<*  loyalty  bonus) 
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increased  claims  by  policy¬ 
holders,  it  says.  PMI  now 
accounts  for  70  per  cent  of  the 
£23  billion  that  is  spent  on 
private  medical  care.  This 
dominance  has  given  rise  to  a 
game  of  cat-and-mouse  be¬ 
tween  insurers  and  the  hospi¬ 
tals  that  rely  so  heavily  on 
them  for  income. 

Insurers’  early  attempts  at 
cost  control  focused  on  fixing 
room  rates  and  operating 
fees.  Wien  hospitals  reacted 
by  increasing  the  expenses  of 
drugs  and  dressings,  insurers 
in  turn  responded  with  the 


packaged  deal,  which  fixes  all 
costs  of  hospital  care. 

However,  last  year  holders 
of  private  medical  insurance 
policies  claimed  an  average  of 
£452  in  care,  an  increase  of  53 
per  cent  and  the  biggest  rise 
yet.  This  prompted  the  three 
largest  private  medical  insur¬ 
ers,  PPP,  Bupa  and  Norwich 
Union,  to  take  an  extra  sanc¬ 
tion.  They  now  give  discounts 
to  policyholders  who  use 
"preferred”  hospitals.  How¬ 
ever,  in  its  latest  annual  re¬ 
view  Laing  &  Buisson  says 
that  such  a  strategy  will  cause 
the  closure  of  hospitals  that 
are  left  out  of  these  schemes. 
The  remaining  hospitals  will 
effectively  be  local  monopo¬ 
lies  and  could  charge  insurers 
anything  they  like. 


Ansel  Harris  persuaded  the  hospital  to  halve  his  bDL  but  it  is  his  insurer  that  benefits 


WHO  DO  THE  EXPERTS 
RATE  WHEN  IT  COMES 
TO  PENSIONS? 
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Last  year  The  Independent  enrolled  John 
Chapman,  the  official  who  pioneered  a  rating 
system  put  forward  in  an  OFT  discussion 
document,  to  analyse  the  pension  plans 
offered  by  insurance  companies.  The  results  of 
that  investigation  are  printed  above. 

The  rating  method  allows  plans  to  be  assessed 
in  a  ample  no-nonsense  way 

Looking  at  the  results  you  can  see  that  The 
Equitable’s  regular  contribution  with-profits 
personal  pension  was  the  only  one  to  be 
awarded  the  highest  possible  rating  of 
A+A+A+  for  its  low  charges.  Our  unit-linked 
policies  also  received  an  A+A+A+  rating 

Again  the  same  method  showed  The 
Equitable’s  investment  performance  to  be  the 


John  Chapman’s  pioneering  methods  Tor  comparing 
perform  meg  between  companies  have  been  adopted  by 
Money  Marketing,  the  magazine  for  independent  financial 
intermediaries,  wbk&  asked  actuaries  «  KPMG  to  carry  out 
the  dcufcd  calculations  for  each  company  Mr  Chapman's 
analysis  for  The  Independent  uses  Money  Marketing's 
calculations. 
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lb:  The  Equitable  Life,  FREEPOST  Walton  Street,  Ayle&un;  Bucks 
HP2i  m 

1  would  welcome  demb  oo  The  Equitable 'i  pension  plans. 

I  am  seif  employed  □ 

Ian  an  aapiqwc  not  in  ■  company  pension  scheme  D  TMCX7C 


highest  rated  for  both  with-profits  and  unit- 
linked  plans. 

So,  if  you  are  looking  for  a  personal  pension 
plan  that  is  really  rated  by  the  experts  and  Is 
from  a  company  that  has  the  accumulated 
experience  from  being  the  world's  oldest 
mutual  life  company  call  us  on  0990  38  48  58. 

Alternatively,  complete  the  coupon  opposite 
for  more  information  by  phone  and  by  post. 

www.equitabie.co.uk 


NAMErMrfMrs/Mssl. 
ADDRESS _ 


ftmeode 


Tet  (Office)  _ 
Dale  of  Binh 


Teh  iHome) 


ttkpimuethn  no  company  outfidc  The  I^iscaUc  and  in  s^nkfanawSf 
Reeiic  the*  deub  Ifo  «*wii  you  wil  prefer  u>  receive  no  further 
iifufluaiam  form  us.  please  tick  dm  box  □ 


The  Equitable  Life 

You  profit  from  our  principles 
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When  you  invest  in  the  Holiday  Property  Bond,  you  own  a  financial 
interest  in  more  than  675  luxury  cottages,  villas  and  apartments  at  all 
these  locations.  All  the  Bond  properties  are  beautifully  appointed,  in 
delightful  resorts  and  near  to  restaurants  and  shops  -  everything  for  the 
rji^itn wn ting  self-catering  holiday-maker. 

You  can  use  them  all  for  your  RENT-FREE  inflatiooprotected  holiday 
accommodation  every  year,  for  life,  and  you'll  never  have  to  worry  about 
furnishing,  upkeep,  maintenance  and  letting  -  it's  simpler  than  owning  a 
villa  and  more  flexible  than  dmeshare. 

\V>ur  choice  ...  nw  vrar  for  life 
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HOW  COULD  THE  HOLIDAY  PROPERTY  SOX3>  BENEFIT  YOl  ? 

The  HoBdby  Property  Bond  b  one  of  Europe's  fiuttestgrowing 
iwoucrty  anwiaefiMpi  with  more  flan  23)969  Boadhrito  and  total 
sales  of  over  £160^000,000. 

To  fiad  out  •mbstyo*  and  yonr  fiuafly  might  get  from  an  investment  in 
the  Holiday  Property  Bond,  return  the  coupon  TODAY. 


"JLV  !>TSST3fE?tT  EX 
S0H2455  FOK  UFET 

' Investing  in  tbe  Holiday  Property  Bond 
loos  one  of  OUT  smartest  moves.  We  can 
look  forward  in  absolute  confidence  to 
comfortable  holidays  for  the  rest  of  our 
lives.  Then  the  youngsters  take  over  the 
Bond.  Over  tbe  past  six  years  we  have 
stayed  at  Bond  property  in  Brittany, 
lanzurote,  Portugal,  Norfolk,  Florida 
and  Majorca-  There  urfU  always  be 
new  Bond  places  to  visit  _  * 

Dr.  Ronnie  Paul  with  his  wife  Angela 
and  son  Richard 
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Prembm  Bonds  from  National  Savings 
Dm  close*  a*4  vfll  take  place  aa  31/12/97- 
Vlaacit  wm  be  aadfied  by  14S1/HL 
turned  abject  u  eligibility. 
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The  Bond  is  a  life  assurance  bond  investing  in  holiday  properties  and  in  securities  producing  income  for  management 
charges.  The  minimum  investment  is  £2,000.  You  can  book  holiday  properties  using  points  issued  with  the  Bond  and  pay 
only  a  no  profit  “user  charge". 

You  can  encash  the  Bond  after  two  years.  Its  value  is  linked  to  that  of  the  holiday  properties  and  securities  and  so  can  go 
down  as  well  as  up. 

You  may  not  be  able  to  encash  when  you  choose  as  holiday  property  may  not  always  be  readily  saleable.  Encashment  may  then 
be  deferred  for  up  to  twelve  months.  Holiday  property  values  will  also  generally  be  a  matcer  of  a  valuer’s  opinion  rather  than  fact 
The  main  parties  Id  the  Bond  nc:- 

InMinr:  Isle  of  Man  Alamance  LaniteA  registered  in  the  ble  of  Man.  Holders  of  policies  issued  by  the  companywiD  not  beproceoed  by  the  PoHcyholden  Protection  Act 
1975  if  tbe  company  should  become  unable  to  meet  its  liabilities  to  them.  In  tbe  case  of  puikks  issued  after  5th  April  1988,  however,  they  wffl  be  protected  by  the  life 
Amtrarvr  (flnnipemarinn  i/Mgyhnldra)  Hagufarinm  1991.  Trustee  and  Securities  Manager:  Midland  Bank  Tnut  Corporation  (Isle  of  Man)  Limited.  Registered 
office  -  P  0  Box  32,  Celtic  House,  Vkxoria  Street,  Douglas,  liU  of  Man.  P"y*y  Mpmp-w  vm*  tW«  CHiA  (latpmarmnal)  Umirwi  Repscercd  office- Regal  Home, 
Qaeemvay,  Cnbtakar.  UK  Main  Agent;  YiSn  Owners  Chib  limfowt-  Registered  office  -  Kentfmd  Lodge,  Newmarket,  Suffolk.  An  appointed  representative  of  the 
Insurer,  wfarih  is  regulated  by  tfce  Personal  [meantem  Authority  and  is  bound  ^  its  rules,  in  relation  to  life  assurance  business  only. 

Ttik  Hik  tv^n  i«ggw»rl  hy  Vilfa  Owners  flnh  Unritwi  «nri  te  lamieins  mdmflng  any  advice  or  reconnnaxfatkni  rtiaie  oaly  10  tbe  products  Of  Isle  of 

Man  Assurance  limited. 


The  Friends  Provident  With  Profit  Bond 


Invest  £3,000,  get  6.5% 
guaranteed  minimum  bonus* 


-v 


Invest  £15,000  or  more,  get  8.25% 
guaranteed  minimum  bonus* 


Invest  £1 00,000  or  more, 
get  10%  guaranteed  minimum  bonus* 

'"Subject  to  deductions  below. 

It  comes  with 
a  first  year  carrot. 


The  Friends  Provident  With  Profit  Bond  gives  you 
steady  growth  potential  without  exposure  to  the  daily 
ups  and  downs  of  the  stockmarket. 

You  can  invest  as  little  as  £3,000,  but  the  more 
you  invest  the  higher  your  guaranteed  minimum  bonus 
in  the  first  year  -  from  6.5%  to  as  high  as  10%. 

And  you  can  cash  in  part  of  your  With  Profit  Bond 
to  provide  a  regular  “income? 


If  you're  looking  to  make  your  money  work 
harder,  get  on  the  Blue  Line  now,  call  0800  00  00  80. 

“Subject  to  an  administration  charge  of  1  %  a 
year  taken  monthly  for  the  first  six  years.  A  reduced 
allocation  rate  of  98.5%  applies  to  investments  of  less 
than  £5.000.  A  discontinuance  deduction  will  apply 
to  encashments  in  the  first  five  years.  A  Market  Value 
Adjustment  may  apply  in  some  circumstances. 


_ Get  on  the  Blue  Line 

Hfe're  openfl  cq  S  Weekdays.  10  ra  d  Weekends.  Can  0300  00  00 80. 

_ _ _ _ 

FRJENDS^  PROVIDENT 

THE  VALUE  Of  The  pian  is  not  guaranteed  and  can  go  up  AND  DOWN  DEPENDING  on  INVESTMENT  performance,  the  performance  depends  on  the 
PROFITS  FRIENDS  PROVIDENT  MAKES  AND  ON  THE  DECISION  IT  TAKES  AS  TO  THEIR  DISTRIBUTION. 

FRIENDS  PROVIDENT  THE  W-UE  LINE  LIMITED  <5  A  REPRESENTATIVE  ON  O'  OF  THE  FRIENDS  PROVIDENT  MARKETING  GROUP  WHICH  B  REGULATED  BY 

THE  PERSONAL  INVESTMENT  AUTHORITY 

tour  Call  mat  m  recorded  for  your  security. 


invaluable  information 
about  the  performance 
and  prospects  of  listed 
firms,  says  John  Givens 

If  you  fancy  your  chances  of  making  a 
killing  in  shares  lad  have  little 
experience  of  dealing  in  equities,  one 
of  tiie  first  things  you  should  learn  is  how 
to  read  annual  reports  and  accounts. 
Every  company  listed  on  the  main  UK 
stock  market  or  the  Alternative  Invest¬ 
ment  Market  must,  by  law,  publish  these  - 
at  the  end  of  its  financial  year. 

Although  much  of  the  information 
given  is  complex  and  for  investment 
managers,  accountants.  Lawyers  and  actu¬ 
aries  only,  the  publications  also  include  a  . 
host  of  facts  and  figures  that  the  amateur 
investor  will  find  invaluable  in  making 
derisions  about  a  particular  company. 

Anyone  with  shares  in  a  company,  or 
considering  buying  them,  should  monitor 
its  performance  by  reading  foe  report  and  . 
accounts.  This  could  include  people  hold¬ 
ing-  unit  trusts  if  they  know  which 
companies  the  fund  is  investing  in,  those 
with  money  in  investment  trusts  and 
company  employees  with  shares  through 
sharesave,  options  or  bonus  schemes. 


CONTENTS 


Most  reports  and  accounts  get  off  to  a 
heavy  start  with  the  chairman’s  statement 
and  the  chief  executive's  report,  bath  of 
which  can  be  long  and  occasionally 
complex.  The  chairman’s  statement  will 
take  a  broad  view  of  overall  performance, 
while  the  chief  executive  will  expand  a 
little  more,  breaking  down  each  of  the 
company’s  operations. 

The  directors'  report  can  also  be  daunt¬ 
ing,  covering  issues  that  the  Companies 
Aa  demands  be  included  in  the  report  and 
accounts.  However,  this  section  can  also 
throw  up  interesting  information,  not  least 
about  directors' shareholdings  and  pay. 


BALANCE  SHEET 


The  balance  sheet  is  a  snapshot  of  a 
company's  financial  standing  at  the  end  of 
its  trading  year  and  shows  two  main  types 
of  figures  —  assets  and  liabilities. 

Assets  are  items  owned  by  the  company 
and  include  cash  in  the  bank,  invest¬ 
ments,  property,  stock,  equipment  and 
money  due  from  debtors.  Assets  are  fixed 
or  current  Hie  first  are  possessions  of  foe 
company  whose  value  is  stable  and  which 
are  likely  to  stay  more  or  less  foe  same  in 
the  foreseeable  future,  such  as  property. 
Current  assets  are  amounts  that  can  vary 
and  which  are  easier  to  cash  in,  such,  as 
money  m  the  bank  and  tbe  value  of  stock. 

liabilities  are  debts  owed  in  the  form  of - 
loans  and  overdrafts  or  owed  tocreditors 
for  supplying  goods  or  services. 

As  a  rule  of  thumb,  assets  should  exceed 
liabilities  or  foe  company  is  technically 
insolvent,  although  this  does  not  necessar¬ 
ily  mean  that  it  will  stop  trading. 


INVESTMENT 


The  stock  market  intrigues  private  Investors,  but  company  reports  can  baffle 


the  level  of  borrowing.  A  low  ratio 
.  suggests  a  small  loan  base,  and  a  high 
ratio  reflects  heavy  borrowing.  This  ratio 
is  useful  in  assessing  a.  company's 
vulnerability  to  a  rise  in  interest  rates. 

The  return  on  capital  employed,  found 
by  dividing  .pre-tax  profit  fciy  sharehold¬ 
ers'  funds,  shows' foe  rate  of  return  made 
an  money  tied  up  in  foe  business. 


A  GUIDE 
FOR  BEGINNERS 


ent^^ 


ti 


Wanted :  a  t« 


•T 


PROFIT  AND  LOSS 


The  profit  and  loss  account  is  the  set  of 
figures  that  interests  most  shareholders. 
It  shows  how  much  profit  foe  company 
has  made,  or  the  extent  of  losses. 

A  number  of  indicators  can  be  found  in 
this  account  to  help  you  to  decide  whether 
to  invest  or  continue  to  invest  in  the 
company.  For  example,  the  statistics  show 
annual  turnover  less  the  costs  of  sales. 


that  is  foe  amount  of  money  it  took  to  run 
.  the  business,  with  the  difference  being  the. 
gross  prefit  or  loss. 

Because  the  profit  and  loss  statement 
compares  results  with  foe  previous  year,  it 
is  easy  to  see  trends  for  turnover  and  costs. 
If  turnover  has  fallen  and  costs  have 
increased,  resulting  in  smaller  profits  or 
bigger  losses,  you  should  be  on  your  guard 
because  the  figures  suggest  that  sales  are 
on  the  downturn  while ;  expenses  are 
rising.  There  may  be  a  good  reason  for 
tiiis,  and  you  :should  read  the  .  chief 
executive’s  and  the  chairman's  reports  knd 
the  notes  accompanying  tiie  figures  to  see 
whether  they  explain  what  happened. 


ANALYSIS 


.There  are  a  number  of  key  accounting 
ratios  that  you  can  look  at  to-  form  an 
opinion  of  a  listed  company’s  strength. 

The  current  ratio  is  found  by  dividing 
current  assets  by  current  liabilities  on  the 
balance  sheet,  and  gives  an  idea  of  a 
company's  liquidity.  If  foe  answer  is . 
below  1.0,  the  amount  the  company  owes 
in  foe  short  term  exceeds  foe  cash  it  can 
get  its  hands  on  quickly  to  pay  it 

The  gearing  ratio  indicates  hew  much 
a  company  relies  on  borrowed  money  and 


TRENDS 


Companies  with  cashflow  problems  can 
easily  gp  to  the  wall,  so  if  cash  balances 
are  falling,  ask  why.  A  healthly  cashflow 
is  also  vital  to  future  expansion,,  since 
growing  a  business  invariably  means 
spending  more  money  than  normal 

.  If  foe  company  has  borrowed  more 
money  than  last  year,  find  outwhatii  was 
osedPftir  anchwhat  effect  it-has  on -the 
gearing  ratio.  It.  may  be  that  tiie -funds 
-were  used  to  finance  a  planned  expansion 
that  will  make  foe  organisation  even 
more  profit  in  foe  future.  On  tbe  other, 
hand,  it  could  be  that  the  money  has  been 
used  to  prop  up  part  or  aii  of  the  business, 
a  bad  sign  for  shfoeholders. 

If  the  company  has  changed  the  way  its 
annual  accounts  axe  calculated,  it  must,  by 
law"  tell  you  arid  show  what  the  effect  of  foe 
change  is.  In  spite  of  tile  stringent 
reporting  procedures  imposed  on  stock 
market-fisted  companies,  there  is  still 
room  for  “creative  accounting”  and  some¬ 
times.  although  rarely,  an  organisation 
may  try  to  hide  bad  news  in  the  aixounts  to 
strip  shareholders  from  baling  out  and 
having  a  negative  effect  on  the  share  price. 
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Low  Cost 
Life 

Assurance 


£100,000  Guaranteed  Cover, 
25  Year  Term 
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Guardian 
Virgin  Direct 

Canada  Life 
Legal  &  General 


£IL93 

£1146 

£1154 

£1160 

£12.70 
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Eagle  Star 
Virgin  Direct 
Guardian 
Legal  &  General 
Direct  Line 


£8.83 
.  £9,18 
£9  JO 
£9.40 
'  £9-57 


Age  next  Birthday.  Sample  monthly  premium  rates  only. 
Source:  Tern  Direct,  31/8/97. 


EAGLE  STAR 

0800  77  66  66 

Open  24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week. 
PENSIONS  and  LIFE  ASSURANCE..; 
DIRECTLY  BV  TELEPHONE 

The  ptiri  must  end  Ware  jwr  7W«  WrtMay.Tb«e  figores  an  haled  os  oawr 
tteptabk  al  onfinary  rates.  The  plan  is  also  mhaUe  fer  ages  18  id  64  nexr  fakthdh| 
tor  varfevs  terras  of  caver.  Fall  writes  deiaibareivaiahJe  oQrHpesl.  Foryoor 
pmertion,  jour  aD  to  St»r  maj  be  recorded.  Eagle  Star  life  Assurance 

Company  Lbnfferf  b  regdatal  bj  the  fVraaal  bnediuoit  Authority.' 
Information  or  adtke  Trill  only  be  provided  on  Ea^e  Star  protects. 


Find  out  why 
pension  plans  are 
not  all  the  same. 


Perhaps  you  think  that  all  pension  plana  are  the  same,  ff 

you  do,' then  you  would  be  making  a  big  mistalc^  Here  are 

some  of  the  reasons  wby  you  should  consider  an  Equitable 
Pension -Plan. 
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TheEquiiaele  Life: 

no  commissioi 
new  b 

Has  no  shareholders. 


’7*1 

to  third  parties  for  them 
isiness.  ,vS. 

'  '  - 


Our  Pension  Plan: 

*  Lets  yoi 
without 


Let®  yoqretjgp  eadwar  or  later  than  planned, 


*  L^^on  vary  ybnr  contributions  -  witiuriig  p  “  i 

*  Provide Mrebim  i\ 

before  retirement 

So,  if  would  Eke  to  find  Out  more  about  bow*! 

Equitable  Pension  Plan  is  not  the  same  as  most  ofoersi'adjf  - 
.  ^direct  pn  (0990)  3048  58  or  send  off  the  conpdn  bdo3§ 
fix  more  uuormatioh  by  post  and  by  telephone.  ' 

ww.equitable.co.uk 

IMPOST, ^  ^  j 

i  Try  UfFaniiJiU  fJfc  nffmuxrr  wr.t— 1».  • 


Ifl  NAWE  (Mr  Mn  Mia] 


TdslQfflftl, 
j  Tffc  (Hant)  . 
DtRafUnk. 
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The  Equitable  Life 

principles 
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John  Givens  continues  our  series  looking  at  the  issues  and  problems  faced  by  the  self-employed 


need  security 


Setting  up  your  own  busi¬ 
ness  wfll  be  costly 
enough  without  having 
to  worry  about  how  you  will 
manage  financially  in  20  or  30 
years'  time,  but  the  message  to 
all  self-employed  people  is 
simple  —  ignore  pension  plan¬ 
ning  at  your  peril. 

No  one  wants  to  be  poor  in 
retirement,  but,  with  more 
immediate  expenses  to  cover 
and  often  the  belief  that  a 
successful  business  will  secure 
a  future  without  the  need  for 
pensions,  a  surprising  num¬ 
ber  of  people  muddle  through 
a  seif-employed  career  without 
a  thought  for  paying  the  bills 
when  they  stop  working 
Roddy  Kahn,  of  Kahn  Cou¬ 
gar,  the  Bristol  financial  advis¬ 
er.  said:  “Unfominatp|y 
pension  planning  does  tend  to 
gel  left  behind  when  people 
become  self-employed. 

“The  pressures  of  running  a 
business  take  over  and  there 
are  probably  more  pressing 
things  to  think  about,  but 
whether  they  are  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  securing  your  future 
in  retirement  is  another  thing. 

“However,  when  people  get 
to  about  45  they  start  to  realise 
they  should  be  doing  some¬ 
thing  in  preparation  for  their 
retirement  and  get  a  shock 
when  they  see  how  much  it  is 
going  to  cost  them  each  month 
to  provide  a  reasonable  in¬ 
come  when  they  stop  work." 


aged  30  starting  to  pay  gross 


■  Delaying  your  pension: 
The  impact  of  delaying  setting 
up  a  pension  can  be  substan¬ 
tial.  According  to  Sottish  Life, 
the  pension  provider,  a  man 


ting 

contributions  of  £100  a  month 
until  retirement  at  60  would 
build  up  a  pension  fund  of 
£137,000  over  the  30-year  per¬ 
iod,  enough  to  buy  an  annuity 
of  £13,500  a  year,  assuming 
annual  growth  of  9  per  cent 
However,  if  he  put  off  starting 
the  £100-a-raomh  scheme  until 
age  40,  he  would  build  a  fund 
of  just  £54,900,.  giving  annual 
pension  income  of  just  E5.410. 

likewise,  says  John  Sheffield, 
of  Ultimate  Pension  Reviews,  of 
Wimbledon,  a  25-year-old  man 
wanting  a  pension  equivalent  to 
£15,000  today  when  he  retires  at 
60  would  have  to  put  £300  a 
month  in  a  personal  pension  for 
the  next  35  years,  assuming  the 
fond  grew  at  an  average  of  3  per 
cent  a  year  above  inflation. 

However,  a  35-year-old  man 
wanting  the  same,  benefits  at 
60  would  probably  rue  his 
delay  in  taking  our  a  pension 
plan,  with  premiums  rising  to 
£500  a  month  over  the  25  years 
to  retirement 

Apart  from  the  obvious  ben¬ 
efit  of  paying  into  a  pension  for 
as  many  years  as  possible,  part 
of  the  reason  for  the  huge 
difference  in  cash  value  is  that 
many  of  the  costs  applied  to 
pension  schemes  by  the  com¬ 
panies  that  manage  them  are 
taken  from  the  fund  in  the 


early  years.  Once  these  have 
been  accounted  for,  a  greater 
percentage  of  the  contribu¬ 
tions  you  make  are  invested  in 
the  pension  fund,  with  a 
significant  proportion  of  the 
growth  coming  In  the  policy's 
later  years.  So  the  longer  you 
Have  a  pension,  the  bigger  the 
lump  sum  at  maturity. 


■  Taking  the  benefits:  Most 
personal  pensions  allow  you  to 
retire  at  50.  although  the 
longer  you  work  and  contrib¬ 
ute  to  a  scheme,  the  more  you 
can  expect  the  pension  to  pay 
you  when  you  do  retire. 


■  Your  choices:  When  you 
decide  to  retire,  you  will  be 
given  a  fund  value  by  your 
pension  manager  and  you 
then  have  three  choices. 

You  can  use  die  cash  to  buy 
an  annuity,  effectively  a  policy 
guaranteeing  a  regular 
monthly  income  until  you  die. 
For  someone  retiring  at  60, 
this  is  generally  about  10  per 
cent  a  year  of  the  fund  value. 
So,  a  £100,000  pension  pot 
should  bring  an  income  of 
about  £10,000  a  year.  Retiring 
earlier  than  60  will  reduce  the 
annuity  since  the  amount  of 
time  you  are  expected  to  take 
an  income  from  the  plan  goes 
up  and  therefore  die  amount 


paid  out  overall  would  also 
increase. 

Rather  than  take  a  full 
annuity,  you  can  choose  to 
take  up  to  25  per  cent  of  your 
pension  fund  as  a  tax-free 
lump  sum.  leaving  the  rest  to 
buy  an  annuity.  This  will  give 
you  money  up  front,  but  cut 
your  annual  income. 

The  third  choice  is  to  wait  to 
buy  your  annuity  until  later. 
Annuities  are  normally  fixed 
and  guaranteed  to  pay  month¬ 
ly  sums  until  you  die,  and 
because  they  are  normally 
linked  to  interest  rates,  timing 
a  purchase  is  critical.  The  law 
lets you  delay  buying  untilyou 
are  75  years  old.  so  you  have 
time  to  choose  carefully. 

If,  meanwhile,  you  rely  on 
.tout  pension  fund  for  an 
income,  you  can  opt  for  in¬ 
come  drawdown.  This  lets  you 
take  out,  each  year,  up  to  the 
equivalent  of  the  level  of 
annuity  that  your  pension 
fond  could  buy  in  the  open 
market  until  you  do  convert 
your  fond  into  an  annuity. 


to  pay  a  gross  sum  of  £100  a 
month  into  a  pension  plan  and 
are  a  basic-rate  income  tax 
payer  at  23p  in  the  pound,  the 
actual  monthly  sum  you  pay  is 
just  £77.  with  the  Inland  Rev¬ 
enue  contributing  the  extra 
£23  to  make  up  your  £100 
premium.  However,  unlike 
employees  who  get  tax  relief 
on  a  month-to-month  basis, 
self-employed  people  must  pay 
the  foil  monthly  gross  premi¬ 
ums  themselves  and  wait  until 
the  end  of  the  tax  year  to  re¬ 
claim  any  relief  due,  with  their 
tax  code  being  amended  the 
next  year  to  account  for  any  re¬ 
fund  owed  by  the  Revenue. 


■  Flexible  pensions:  The  in¬ 
crease  in  self-employed  work¬ 
ers  —  now  3.5  million  in  the 
UK  —  has  led  some  pension 
companies  to  offer  flexible 
schemes  for  those  whose  in¬ 
come  fluctuates.  Wesleyan's 
Retirement  Account,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  lets  you  alter  contributions 
at  any  time,  or  suspend  them  if 
income  is  greatly  reduced. 


Ali  sets  shining  example 


Young  people  becoming  self-employed 
should  take  a  leaf  our  of  Ali  Taylor's 
book  and  start  their  personal  pension 
early.  The  26-year-old  freelanoe  theatre 
designer  from  London  Fields  is  on  the 
lookout  for  a  pension  scheme  after  realising 
that  the  longer  she  leaves  it,  the  harder  it 
will  be  for  her  to  save  for  a  comfortable 
retirement. 

Ali  is  Typical  of  many  self-employed  people 
—  she  knows  that  she  should  be  making 
provision  for  her  retirement  now,  but  the 
unpredictability  of  her  annual  earnings,  and 
the  fact  that  at  26  years  old  the  age  of  bO 
seems  like  a  lifetime  away,  have  stopped  her 
from  sorting  out  a  pension. 

However,  Ali  was  convinced  that  she 
needed  to  act  while  she  was  young  by  a  35- 
year-old  colleague  who  was  shocked  when 
he  was  rold  how  much  he  would  have  to  pay 
into  a  personal  pension  each  month  until  he 
was  60  to  give  him  a  reasonable  income 
when  he  retired. 

She  said:  “It  hit  him  how  expensive  it  was 
going  to  be  and  he  regrets  not  starting  a 
pension  when  he  was  younger.  This  really 
brought  it  home  to  me.  I  thought  I’d  better 
sort  something  out  because  1  don’t  want  to 
be  poor  when  I  retire." 

Ali,  who  earns  around  £15,000  a  year, 
plans  to  pay  about  £25  a  month  into  a 
pension  scheme,  enough  to  get  her  started. 


ALAN  WELLER 


Ali  Taylor  alms  to  pay  £25  a  month 


although  she  might  decide  to  pay  a  lump 
sum  of  £300  a  year  if  that  proves  easier. 

She  has  been  impressed  bv  Virgin’s 
advertising  for  its  pension  plan,  saying: 
"The  advertising  seems  to  concentrate  on 
young  people.  Most  other  companies  adver¬ 
tising  pensions  seem  to  focus  on  much  older 
people,  so  I  think  Virgin  might  be  better 
suited  to  me." 


■  What  yon  can  contribute: 
The  amount  you  can  put  in  a 
personal  pension  each  year  de¬ 
pends  on  your  age  and  is  calc¬ 
ulated  as  a  maximum  percent¬ 
age  of  your  gross  profits  —  ref¬ 
erred  to  as  net  relevant  earn¬ 
ings.  People  under  36  can  put 
in  up  to  17.5  per  cent  of  profits 
a  year.  Policyholders  aged  61 
to  74  can  put  in  40  per  cent. 


■  Tax  relief:  Like  employees, 
the  self-employed  can  claim 
tax  relief  on  personal  pension 
contributions.  So,  if  you  warn 


Wanted:  a  test  of  performance 


The  importance  of  a  pen¬ 
sion  to  provide  a  retire¬ 
ment  income  has  not 
been  lost  on  Jon  Dating,  a  self- 
employed  Watford  man.  The 
43-year-old  writer  and  director 
of  business  and  educational 
films  has  several  personal 
pension  schemes,  the  first 
started  when  he  was  27. 

Pension  plans  for  the  self- 
employed  can  be  more  compli¬ 
cated  than  for  employed 
people  since  tax  relief  on 
contributions  has  to  be  calcu¬ 
lated  at  the  end  of  the  tax  year 
rather  than  on  a  month-to- 
month  basis.  Mr  Danzig 
solves  the  problem  by  contrib¬ 
uting  to  most  of  his  policies 
with  lump  sums  each  year, 
although  he  does  have  one 
monthly  premium  plan.  His. 
schemes  allow  him  to  give  up 
work  any  time  after  50,  al¬ 
though  the  longer  he  contin¬ 
ues  in  self-employment  after 
this  the  more  the  funds  will 
accumulate. 

Mr  Danzig  spends  about  15 
minutes  a  day  tracking  his 
investment  portfolio  using  a 
special  computer  software 
package  and  is  an  expert  on 
personal  pensions,  which  has 
led  him  to  call  for  some 
pension  providers  to  improve 
the  information  they  give  to 
policyholders.  His  plea  comes 
after  difficulties  with  Sun  Life, 
one  of  the  UK’s  leading  life 
and  pensions  offices,  when  he 
asked  for  an  illustration  of 
how  his  plan  was  performing. 
Initially  the  company  miscal¬ 
culated  the  size  of  Mr  Danzig's 
pension  fund  by  more  than 
£3,000  although  it  later  admit¬ 
ted  its.mistake  and  apologised.. 

In  sprite  of  this  he  was  still 
concerned  that  the  fund 
seemed  to  be  under¬ 
performing  and  asked  for  a 
foil  breakdown  of  all  the  cash 
he  had  paid  into  the  retire¬ 
ment  scheme  and  the  charges ' 
levied  for  managing  it.  Sun 
Life  was  unable  to  provide  the 
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Jon  Danzig  working  on  a  film  production.  He  also  uses  a  computer  to  track  his  pensions 


in-depth  statement  although 
it  did  present  him  with  a  50- 
page  report  showing  how  his 
money  had  been  used  to  buy 
units  in  various  funds, 

Mr  Danzig  would  like  to  see 
a  change  so  that  pension 
providers  can  give  policyhold¬ 
ers  a  bank  account-style  state¬ 
ment  showing  exactly  what 
has  happened  each  year.  He 
said :  “Once  a  year  or  every  two 
years  would  do,  but  at  least  it 
would  give  me  a  chance  to  see 
exactly  what  is  happening  to 
my  money.  At  the  moment 
there  is  no  way  of  knowing 
what  happens  to  dividends, 
other  than  Sun  Life  says  they 
are  absorbed  into  my  fund.  It 
would  be  nice  to  know  exactly 
how  much  they  axe,  where 
they  are  coming  from  and 
when." 

Sun  Life  says  producing 
more  detailed  statements 
would  lift  administration 
costs,  which  would  be  passed 
on  to  the  policyholder,  mean¬ 
ing  fund  values  could  fell. 
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“How  fat  a  profit  have 
I  made  on  my 
shares  this  morning?” 


.:  UneOne,  tfw  mfomutKai  and  ttemet  service,  can  bSytm  a  the  ttwdi  do  button 
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Try  LineOne  and  the  Internet  REE.  Cafl  0800  111  210. 
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It's  what  you  want  to  know 
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The  new  High  Yield  Bond  Fund. 
Income  and  security 
according  to  Newton. 


New  fund  launch 


Ptease  remember  that  the  valued  units  end  the  Income  trom  them  can 
go  down  as  wel  as  up  and  nwastors  may  not  get  back  the  M  amourn 
Invested.  The  *a)ue  of  overseas  rMEStfneras  wfl  Da  rlUnsfl  by  the 
rale  of  exchange.  Up  to  a  100%  rt  the  charges  may  be  taken  tram 
capes)  wt*Ji  may  restrain  fume  capital  growth.  Past  performance  a 
not  nocessariy  a  guide  lo  the  future.  For  your  prorechuri  cats  v/n 
usuaiy  be  reoortted  and  randomly  mentored  Newton  Fund  Managers 
Brrtled  e  regulated  by  the  Personal  investment  Authority  and  IMRO. 
A  member  of  AuW.  71  Queen  Victoria  Street.  London  ECJV  4  DR 
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"Newton  has  a  single  aim  in  life:  to  increase  the  real  wealth  of  all  of  our  clients." 


Pensions  spoken  plainly. 


Ask  a  straightforward  question  about  pensions  -  or  even  a  complicated  one  -  and  we’ll 


ve  vou  a  straightforward  answer.  Our  experts  will  give  an  honest  assessment  of 


vour  cur  re 


on  poMiion,  answer  ijin  -tintn  nr  g:\e  advice  •  all  by  phone.  2-1  hours  a  day, 
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64  davs  a  vear.  What  cuuld  be  plainer 


than  that..'  SCOTTISH  WIDOWS 


0345  6789  10 


talk  to  vour  Independent  Financial  Adviser. 


C.  For  your  protection,  your 

,.T 

■’  >  ■  my 


calls  to  Scottish  Widows  may  be  recorded.  Information  or  advice  will  only  be  provided  on  Scottish  Widows  products.  Issued  by  Scottish  Widows’  Fond  and  Life  Assurance  Society,  a  mutual  company.  Regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority. 
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dark  on 
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Look  after  the 


pensions 


pennies. 


Growth  at  £4000  bnested  in  1977 


Foreinn  &  Gotonial 
InvetaentTiunPlX 

Unit  Trust  Bidding  Society 
Average  Average 

1977 

£1.000 

n.ooa 

£1.000 

1962 

flow 

£1,816 

£1^66 

1987 

(10,681 

£7J22 

£2^54 

1992 

£13,830 

njoa 

£3,667 

1997 

£21990 

£15337 

£4596 

We’ll  lake  care  of  the  pounds. 

Spent  wisely,  the  buying  power  of  just  17'^p  can  be 
considerable.  That's  all  it  cons  to  invest  £25  via  our 

8  Private  Investor  Plan  savings  scheme, 
which  opera  the  door  to  well  over  a 


ggg  |  By  investing  In  some  of  the  world's  best 
|  performing  companies,  we  have  built  an 
I  outstanding  long-term  record  of  success 
354  1  in  growing  the  value  of  the  money 

ggy  S  entrusted  to  us.  While  the  real  value  of 
1  your  money  has  decreased  by  over  a 
®  *  third,  £1,000  Invested  with  Foreign  & 

Colonial  ten  years  ago  would  have  almost  tripled. 
The  brochure  is  free.  Call  today. 

Phone  01734  828  802  or  Fax  01734  344  622 
any  time  quoting  the  coupon  code,  or  return  the  coupon. 


Foreign 

O 


To:  Foreign  &  Colonial  Management  Ltd,  PO  Box  2, 
TWyford,  Berkshire  RG10  9NW. 

Name 


County _ 

Code  P111097T 


5  The  value  at  shares  and  the  income  from  them  can  fill as  well  as  rise  and  you  may  not  get  back  the  full  amount 
J  inverted.  Past  performance  is  no  guide  to  the  future.  All  figures  sourced  Mkropak  30.6,77-30.637.  Investment 
S  trust  figures  Pads:  mid-market  prices,  net  income  reinvested,  ind.  historical  3.51(1  national  expense*.  (Actual 
«  plan  charges:  0.2  “Hi  commission  and  0.5%  Govt.  Stamp  Duty).  Building  Society  figures  basis:  highest  net  rate 
available  from  Mkropal  (£25.000+  Account)  based  on  total  return,  net  income  reinvested.  Unit  Trust  figures 
£$  basic  offer  to  offec  net'incbrne  reinvested  ind.  historical  6.5%  notional  expenses.  Foreign  &  Colonial 
^  Management  Limited  (regulated  by  IMRO  and  the  Personal  Investment  Authority)  or  Its  subsidiaries  are  the 
-4  Managers  of  the  investment  truss. 


TENS  of  thousands  of 
women  are  so  confused 
about  pensions  that  they 
do  nof  know  whether 
they  are  entitled  to  one 
from  the  State.  However, 
many  have  made  no  al¬ 
ternative  provision  for 
income  in  their  old  age. 

Those  who  had  hoped 
to  rely  on  their  husband's 
pension  are  discovering 
too  late  in  life  that  this 
will  be  inadequate  to 
support  them. 

These  findings  -  come 
from  the  TUC,  which  was 
overwhelmed  with  calls 
from  women  during  a 
pensions  awareness  cam¬ 
paign.  More  than  100,000 
people  called  the  TUC  in 
just  five  days. 

The  TUC,  which  said 
that  the  calls  revealed  a 
“startling”  lack  of  aware¬ 
ness,  is'  now  urging  the 
Government  to  set  up  a 
permanent  telephone  ad¬ 
vice  line  for  women. 

One  in  four  of  those 
calling  had  no  idea 
whether  they  were  enti¬ 
tled  to  a  state  pension. 

Nearly  20  per  cent  of 
callers  had  no  pension 
entitlement,  while  a 
smaller  number  had  not 
joined  the  occupational 
scheme  at  work.  In  some 
cases,  this  was  because 
they  were  on  temporary 
contracts  or  because  their 
scheme  still  barred  part- 
time  workers. 

Women  who  had  taken 
time  off  work  to  raise ’a 
family  were  confused 
about  whether  they 
would  receive  a  basic 
State  pension. 
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Den  and  Angie's  Eastenders  break-up  looks  trouble-free  compared  with  the  repercussions  for  those  who  left  Serps 


Millions  may  clamour 


for  a  return  to  Serps 


In  1987,  Eastenders  viewers 
were  engrossed  in  the 
marital  strife  of  'Dirty' 
Den  and  Angie,  the  publicans 
of  the  Queen  Vic.  Their  break¬ 
up  coincided  with  a  break 
mom  tiie  past  for  thousands  of 
workers  who  left  the  state 
pension  scheme  for  pension. 
Independence- 
Encouraged  by  a  multi¬ 
million-pound  Government  ad¬ 
vertising  campaign,  mceriti- 
vised  by  what  can  only 
described  as  an  expedient 
bribe,  pepuaded  by  troupes  of 
commisskm-hwigry  financial 
advisers,  millions  derided  to 
leave  the  State  Earnings  Relat¬ 
ed  Pension  Scheme  (Serps)  in 
favour  of  taking  out  an  “ap¬ 
propriate  personal  pension". 
They -gave  up  their  rights  to 
Serps,  the  additional  state 
scheme,  separate  from  the 
basic  state  pension,  in  ex¬ 
change  for  a  rebate  of  Nat¬ 
ional  Insurance  contributions, 
which  could  be  invested  with  a 
pensions  provider. 

The  Government  was  thus 
able  to  extricate  itself  horn  a 
Gordian  knot.  Serps,  as  it  was 
designed  in  the  Seventies  was 


Caroline  Merrell  on  the  issues 
facing  workers  who  opted  out 


unworkable.  The  numbers  of 
people  contributing  and  the 
amount  they  contributed  were 
not  going  to  be  enough  to  pay 
for  the  benefits  promised.  Cuts 
in  Serps  had  already  been 
administered  by  skilfully  link¬ 
ing  rises  in  the  amount  paid  to 
inflation  rather  than  earnings. 

However,  this  sleight  of 
hand  was  not  enough  to  see  off 
an  impending  disaster,  which 
is  why  the  Conservative  Gov¬ 
ernment  derided  to  offer  the 
contracting-out  option,  heavily 
laced  with  extra  financial  bo¬ 
nuses  to  make  it  more  palat¬ 
able  to  a  populace  used  to 
retying  on  the  State  to  provide. 

At  first,  the  amount  of  rebate 
received  was  level  —  it  did  not 
alter  with  your  age.  This  meant 
that  at  some  point  it  became 
more  financially  advantageous 
to  return  to  Serps  because  the 
contracting  out  rebate  when 
invested  would  not  have  time  to 
produce  the  benefits  bring  giv¬ 
en  up. 

This  was  the  last  thing  the 
Government  wanted,  so  it 
altered  the  level  of  the  rebate 
so  it  was  related  to  age  —  the 
older  you  were,  the  more  you 
got  It  was  thus  able  to  prevent 
more  people  from  contracting 
back  in  to  Serps. 

Now,  the  Labour  Govern¬ 
ment  has  managed  to  muddy 
the  waters  further  by- cutting 
the  tax  relief  on  pension  fund 
dividends  —  stunting  the  po¬ 
tential  investment  growth  of 
the  rebate,  and  making  Serps 
more  attractive.  By  right,  mil¬ 


lions  should  return  to  the 
scheme  they  so  easily  gave  up. 
Here  Weekend  Money  tries  to 
answer  your  questions  about 
what  to  do. 


what  happens.  The  view  is  that 
the  Government  does  not  want 
to  have  mdfions  of  people 
returning  to  the  State  scheme. 
'It  has  daimed  that  it  wants  to 
keep  Serps,  but  tiie  indications 
are  that  it  may  have  to  water 
down  this  promise. 


Wflf  not  taking  action 
prove  uKTedibfy  detri- 


SI  am  currently  contract¬ 
ed  out  of  Serps.  Am  I 
affected? 


mental  to  my  final  pension? 


Nearly  six  million  people 
are  -  contracted  out  of 
Serps,  through  personal  pen¬ 
sions  or  company  schaues 
where  the  benefits  are  defined 
by  the  contributions  made. 
Around  a  further  20  million 
are  In  final-salary  pension 
schemes.  Final  salary  schemes 
will  be  unaffected  because 
employers  guarantee  to  match 
the  Serps  benefits  given  up. 

The  other  six  mflhon  could 
be  affected.  The  Association  of 
British  Insurers,  the  trade 
body  that  acts  on  behalf  of  the 
pensions  industry,  says  tiie  tax 
change  means  that  most 
people,  particularly  women 
who  get  their  Serps  benefits 
earlier  than  men,  should  con¬ 
tract  back  into  the  scheme. 


Pension  providers  be¬ 
lieve  that  delaying  tiie 
derision  whether  to  stay  in, 
leave  or  rejoin  Serps  is  not 
going  to  create  problems 
straight  away.  However,  it 
does  leave  the  pensions  indus¬ 
try  hamstrung  about  advice  it 
should  be  giving  customers. 


What  is  the  pension 
industry  doing  about  it? 


[X]  The  ABI  and  others  have 
liil  had  discussions  with 
John  Denham,  tiie  pensions 
Minister,  about  the  level  of  the 
rebate.  The  industry  believes  it 
wQJ  have  to  rise  to  make  up  for 
tiie  tax  relief  swiped  by  tiie 
Government  in  the  last  Bud¬ 
get  A  10  per  cent  rise  in  the 
level  of  tiie  rebate  has  been 
suggested,  which  could  cost 
around  £500  million. 


■  •  T  ' *-<•  r 


for  contracting  back  in  for 
men  and  women  was  52  and 
■46,  respectively. 


17)1  How  long  has  the  Gov- 
L-&J  eminent  got  to  sort  out 
the  problem? 


[q]  I  am  being  offered  tiie 
I-&J  chance  to  contract  out  of 
Serps,  should  I  do  it? 


®The  advice  most  insur¬ 
ance  companies  and  fi¬ 
nancial  advisers  axe  giving, 
their  clients  is  to  wait  and  see 


®  The  rebate  is  paid  our 
annually,  from  April  to 
April  In  theory,  therefore.  The 
Government  has.  just  a  few 
months  to  work  out  a  solution. 
The  only  other  alternative  is  to 
change  the  way  the  value  of 
the  rebate  is  projected  to  grow. 
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Our  guide  to  the  Norwich  Global  Tracking 
j*  PEP  will  show  you  how  to  make  your  savings 
j  work  harder. 
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launch  in  July  199615  now  worth  £7356*. 

■  No  Initial  charges. 

■  Access  to  your  money  at  any  time. 

■  You  can  invest  a  lump  sum  from  £1,000, 
or  regular  monthly  payments  from 
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No  matter  when  you  plan  to  retire  you  will  want  to  be  able 
to  enjoy  life.  But  will  your  company  penaon  allow  you  to  do  all 
that  you  would  like? 

To  receive  the  maximum  pension  available  you  would 
typically  have  to  be  part  of  the  same  company  pension  scheme 
for  40  years.  Moreover,  if  you  have  changed  your  job,  even  once, 
ir  could  dramatically  reduce  your  penaoo. 

Topping  up  your  company  pension  with  an  Equitable  Free- 
Standing  Additional  Voluntary  Contributions  Scheme  can  help 
make  up  the  difference  so  that  you  can  afford  to  enjoy  life  when 
vnu  have  more  time  to  do  so. 

You  are  eligible  for  tax  relief  at  the  highest  rate  you  pay. 

Remember  that  the  valne  of  tax  relief  available  wiD  depend 
on  individual  circumstances  and  current  legislation  ran  change  in 
the  future. 

What’s  more,  we  don't  believe  in  paying  axmnksioo  to  third 
parties  for  the  introduction  of  new  business,  so  please  qonmrt  os 
direct. 

if  you  would  like  more  information  by  post  and  by  telephone 
call  us  an(0990)  3848  58,  orxetum  the  coupon  below. 
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Gavin  Lumsden  says  insurers  are  under  pressure  to  devise  equity-release  schemes 

Home-income  plans  are 
given  new  lease  of  life 


WEEKEND  MOISEEV  57 


More  elderly  people  could  be 
convening  the  value  in  their 
homes  into  much-needed  cash 
if  the  Government  has  its  way. 

Faced  with  an  increasingly  aged 
population  and  an  escalating  social 
services  bill,  the  Government  is  keen  to 
get  pensioners  to  look  after  themselves  as 
far  as  possible.  However,  many  old 
people  are  asset-rich  bnt  cash-poor;  the 
value  of  their  house  stands  in  stark 
contrast  with  the  paucity  of  their  income 
and  savings.  The  problem  is  How  to 
release  the  capital  locked  in  bricks  and 
C.  mortar  into  income  without  making 
'  '  them  leave  their  home. 

Stalled  equity-release  plans  are  the 
solution  and  the  Government  is  now 
putting  pressure  on  lenders  and  insurers 
to  come  up  with  more  schemes.  How¬ 
ever,  Hilary  Armstrong.  Housing  Minis¬ 
ter,  is  determined  that  finance  companies 
should  not  repeat  the  tragic  mistakes  of 
the  1980s  when  two  earlier  versions  of 
home-income  plans  left  pensioners  with 
worthless  investmerus.  in  debt  and  facing 
the  loss  oF  tiieir  homes. 

Ten  years  ago  many  low-income 
pensioners  were  persuaded  to  remort¬ 
gage  their  homes  and  put  the  money  into 
investment  bonds.  These  were  supposed 
to  generate  enough  income  to  pay  off 
interest  on  the  loan  and  give  investors 
enough  to  live  on.  Unfortunately,  this 
y  became  impossible  when  inierest  rates 
rose  and  stock  market  returns  plummet¬ 
ed.  Another  type  of  scheme,  known  as 
roU-up  loans,  also  proved  fatally  attrac¬ 
tive  as  they  did  not  require  borrowers  to 
make  any  capital  or  interest  repayments. 
Instead  these  were  added  to  ilie  loan. 
This  was  fine  when  interest  rates  were 
low.  However,  when  interest  rates  rose 
over  10  per  cent  many  borrowers  found 
that  the  loan  could  build  up  very  fhsL 
Many  were  made  homeless  when  the 
value  of  the  loan  exceeded  the  value  of  the 
home.  In  1990  regulators  took  action  and 
a  long  legal  battle  for  compensation 
began.  Several  firms  active  in  the  sales  of 
home-income  plans  collapsed,  amid  con- 
■.  rroversy  and  scandal,  including  Fisher 
rt."  Prew  Smith,  of  Southport  and  Aylesbury 
'  Associates  of  Bromley. 

Now  Mrs  Armstrong  is  challenging 
lenders  to  put  these  dark  days  behind 
them  and  come  up  with  new  schemes. 
Some  lenders,  notably  those  in  the  Safe 
Home  income  Plan  (Ship)  organisation, 
the  Halifax  and  small  building  societies 


such  as  Cambridge.  Cheshire,  and  Kent 
Reliance,  have  acted  to  fill  in  the  gap  with 
two  different  schemes  available  solely  for 
people  over  69:  the  mortgage  annuity, 
better  known  as  the  home-income  plan, 
and  che  home-reversion  plan. 

Home-income  plans  allow  homeown¬ 
ers  to  borrow  between  E  15,000  and 
00.000  on  their  property  and  buy  an 
annuity  which  provides  them  with  a 
guaranteed  income  for  life.  Part  of  the 
income  from  the  annuity  goes  to  pay  the 
fixed  interest  on  the  loan.  Because  both 
income  and  the  interest  are  fixed  home¬ 
owners  can  be  sure  they  will  not  fall  into 
the  problems  of  home-income  borrowers 
in  the  1980s.  The  loan  only  becomes 
payable  on  death  and  is  taken  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  home. 
Borrowers  have  the  security  of  staying  in 
their  home  while  enjoying  any  apprecia¬ 
tion  in  the  value  of  their  homes.  HIP 


woman  gets  an  annuity  of  El. 965  while  a 
man  gets  £2.672  Couples  get  even  less 
because  the  annuity  is  paid  until  both 
partners  die.  A  man  and  woman  in  their 
early  70s  will  get  around  E6SS  a  year 
increasing  to  EL375  when  both  reach  SO. 

Home-reversion  plans  are  for  people 
looking  for  greater  sums  of  money.  Here 
borrowers  actually  agree  to  sell  between 
50  per  cent  and  100  per  cent  of  the  value 
of  their  Iiome  when  they  die  in  return  lor 
a  large  une-off  payment  or  a  series  of 
smaller  lump  sums.  Again,  these  deals 
enable  you  id  continue  living  in  your 
home  and.  if  you  retain  some  ownership 
in  the  house,  to  benefit  if  rhe  value  of  the 
property  increases.  However,  this  is  a 
last-stop  measure  as  the  payments  you 
will  receive  will  only  represent  a  third  to 
a  half  erf  your  home's  value.  If  you  live  in 
an  ex-council  property  you  might  not  be 
able  to  do  a  home  reversion.  Such 


THERE  are  some  important 
points  to  bear  in  mind  before 
taking  out  a  Iiome  income  plan. 
First;  the  extra  income  you 
might  be  able  to  generate  may 
reduce  any  income  support  or 
council  tax  benefits. 

You  should  consider  discuss¬ 
ing  your  plans  with  your  family 
so  they  know  there  could  be  a 


borrowers  get  another  perk  from  the 
Government.  Whereas  other  homeown¬ 
ers  wilt  have  mortgage  interest  relief  at 
source  (Miras)  reduced  to  10  per  cent 
from  next  April,  they  will  continue  to  get 
the  relief  at  the  full  basic  rate  of  tax  (23 
per  cent).  However,  because  Miras  is 
available  only  on  loans  up  to  £30.000  this 
is  the  effective  ceiling  for  most  home- 
income  plans. 

Unfortunately  women  do  less  well  out 
of  home-income  plans.  Because  they  live 
longer  than  men  insurers  give  women  a 
smaller  annual  annuity  than  their  male 
counterparts.  For  instance,  a  70-year-old 
single  woman  buying  an  annuity  with 
E30.000  would  get  around  £852  after  tax 
(which  is  levied  at  20  per  cent  on 
investment  income),  while  a  man  of  the 
same  age  would  get  £1.303.  The  gap 
persists  the  older  they  geL  At  SI'  the 


daim  on  your  estate  when  you 
die.  Also  consider  your  state  of 
heallb.  If  you  die  early  you  wiO 
see  tittle  benefit  from  the  plan 
while  the  value  of  your  estate 
could  be  significantly  reduced. 

Finally,  find  your  own  solid- 
tor  to  check  the  agreement 
rather  than  use  one  recommend¬ 
ed  by  the  plan  provider. 


properties  can  be  difficult  to  value  and 
are  usually  less  attractive  to  the  City 
investors  who  underpin  the  deal. 

Home  &  Capital,  one  of  two  Ship 
companies  running  reversion  schemes, 
offers  four  options  tn  people  over  70.  For 
instance,  a  74-year-old  woman  who 
agreed  to  revert  the  entire  value  of  a 
£150.000  house  could  get  a  £66.960  lump 
sum  upfront.  Alternatively  she  could  take 
a  smaller  sum  and  combine  it  with  a 
series  of  annual  payments.  In  total  these 
other  options  will  pay  her  more  money,  if 
she  lives  to  lake  iL  For  instance  die 
woman  could  take  half  the  lump  sum 
(E33.4SO)  and  five  annual  payments  of 
E&lbb.  giving  her  a  total  of  £74310.  or  a 
£16.740  lump  sum  (a  quarter)  and  ten 
annual  payments  of  £7.130.  making  a 
total  of  £88340.  The  besT  deal,  if  she  lives 
ro  92  is  to  take  the  £16.740  lump  sura  and 


Leonard  and  Joan  Clark's  home  reversion  plan  ensures  they  have  enough  disposable  income  to  enjoy  their  retirement 

Still  able  to  enjoy  home  comforts 


17  annual  payments  of  E5.1J4,  giving  her 
a  total  oF  £104,138. 

After  retiring  live  yean  ago  at  72,  Janet 
Greenwood,  who  had  worked  as  a  clerk 
for  an  insurance  company,  found  she 
was  gening  through  her  savings  at  an 
alarming-  rate.  She  contacted  Home  & 
Capital  after  hearing  about  equiiy- 
retease  schemes  through  a  friend,  who 
valued  her  bungalow  in  Woking  at 
E12QXXJ0.  She  decided  to  revert  the  full 
value  of  her  house.  In  return  H&C'gave 
her  a  £53.000  lump  sum  last  year.  In 
addition  to  her  solicitor's  fees  she  had  to 
pay  the  company  1  per  cent  of  the  value  of 
the  home.  However,  now  she  has 
invested  the  money.  Janer  gets  £300  of 
interest  a  month  to  supplement  her  state 
pension.  She  said:  "I  didn’t  want  to  go 
into  a  retirement  home.  I’m  very  active 
for  my  age  and  keen  on  gardening.  These 
plans  are  marvellous  especially  if  you 
have  no  family  to  leave  your  property  to." 

Last  year  the  Bank  of  Scotland 
launched  the  Shared  Appreciation  Mort¬ 
gage  (SAM).  It  allows  people  to  borrow  a 
proportion  or  the  value  of  their  home  in 
return  for  sharing  mosr  of  the  apprecia¬ 
tion  in  the  property  with  die  bank  on 
death. 

There  are  two  versions  of  the  plan, 
one  charging  0  per  cent  interest 
and  the  other  5.75  per  cent.  With 
the  former  the  most  you  can  borrow  is  25 
per  cent  of  the  house  whilst  the  amount  of 
appreciation  you  wilJ  share  is  three  times 
loan  to  value  (LTV),  if  you  borrow  20  per 
cent  LTV  you  will  share  60  per  cent  of  the 
growth  in  value  of  the  house,  this  means 
if  a  person  borrowed  £20.000  on  a  ho  me 
worth  £100.000.  which  subsequently 
doubled  in  value,  the  bank  would  get 
E60.000  from  the  borrower’s  estate. 

With  the  interest  paying  version  of 
SAM  the  amount  of  appreciation  you 
share  is  equal  to  the  loan,  which  can  be 
up  to  75  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  home. 
A  house  valued  at  £100.000  would  enable 
the  owner  to  borrow  up  to  £75,000  on 
which  he  or  she  would  pay  fixed  interest 
of  5.75  per  cent.  When  the  borrower  dies 
the  Bank  of  Scotland  will  get  75  per  cent 
of  the  growth  in  value.  If  the  house 
doubled  in  value  the  bank  would  get 
£75,000.  In  both  schemes,  if  the  property 
value  falls  the  bank  gets  nothing.  .- 
For  a  leaflet  from  Safe  Home  Income 
Plans  contact  Hinton  &  Wild  (Home 
Plans)  on  0181-390  816b. 
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£50.000- £89399  C'V."  .  7X% 

£25,000  £40,999  .  I-  .  '•  7.10% 

£10.000 -£2*303 

XS.000 - £9.999  0.70* 
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Introducing  the  Postal  60  Account  frqm  Woolwich  Direct  The 
highest  quality  of  service  because  it’s  did  Woolwich.  ‘a 
Straightforward  and  convenient  “because  It’s  direct,  to 
your  door. 

Operating  your  account  by  post  means  we  can  offer  you. 
higher  .rates  on  a  minimum  investment  of  £2,500.  What’s 
more,  you.  can  make  one  no-penalty,  instant  withdrawal  s  year. 

For  a  higher  interest  rate  from  the  Woolwich*  direct  to  your 
door,  call  us  free  now  quoting  reft  TPlllO.: 

Get  much  morewtih 

WOOLWICH 


DIRECT 


0800  60  60  40 
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Up  to 


••WlWIfmffw! 


grass  pa 


on  your  savings. 
And  the  only  way  is  up; 


To  help  you  gel  more  out  of  your  savings,  .  What's  moi 
the  Savingsline  Personal  Term  Deposit  . include  o  T 
is  definitely  a  step  in  the  -  -  .' .  ,:i  ;  . 

right  direction.  T&S#rS#W .  '■  .  7,1 

By  investing  £2,500*.  or  ^Qb0;£250q0<>-  7.Z5& 
more  for  12  months,  you  con  '■  '  ~  ■ 

expect  on  interest  rate  that  automatically  -  ..around  for  a 
steps  up  with  the  base  rate,  and  never  -a  week,  8ar 
falls  below  your  initial  storting  rate  and  (ust  sit  I 
should  the  base  rate  foil.-  -  go  up  and  u 


What's  more,  the  interest  rates  quoted 
.include  a  1%  bonus,  which  you  receive 
■  -.  -I.  if  your  investment  is  left 

!•  i  untouched  for  the  foil  term; 


00  £35%?  For  a  Term;  Deposit  that 
i  JfctSSSa  ~  means  no  more  shopping 
around  for  attractive  rales,  caH  us,  7  days 
a  week,  8am  to  8pm  on  0345  88  77  55, 
and  fust  sit  bock  and  watch  your  savings 
go  up  and  up  and  up. 


•You  are  entitled  to  two  withdrawals 'during  the  term  requested  by.  post,  'however  the 
1%  bonus  included  in  the  interest  rates  is  only  applicable  >f  no  withdrawals  are  made. 


CALL  0345  88  77  55  I  SAVfAfOSLINE 
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Pensioners  Leonard  and  Joan  Clark 
downsized  in  19S8.  selling  their 
three -bed  room  home  in  Mitcham, 
London,  and  buying  a  maisonette  in 
j  Burgh  Heath.  Surrey.  Four  years  later  the 
M  money  raised  from  the  sale  was  beginning 
r  to  run  out.  Not  relishing  the  idea  of  life  on 
a  basic  state  pension,  Leonard  starred  to 
consider  other  options. 

A  newspaper  article  drew  his  attention 
to  home  reversion  plans,  and  having 


consulted  Hinton  &  Wild  (Home  Plansj.  a 
specialist  adviser  in  Surbiton,  the  couple 
agreed  to  sell  79  per  cent  of  their  £60.000 
home  to  Carlyle  Life  Assurance.  At  the 
rime  Leonard  was  71)  and  Joan  was  71. 
Under  rhe  agreement  the  couple  received 
a  joint  annuity  of  £l.6En  per  year,  giving 
them  a  monthly  income  of  £159. 

Mr  Clark  says  tin:  money  has  made  a 
huge  difference.  “We  have  been  ahle  to 
carry  on  running  the  car.  decorate  the 


home  and  buy  new  clothes  when  we  want 
toT  he  said. 

i  ne  couple  took  care  to  tel)  their  son.  to 
w  hnrr,  ihc\  intend  to  leave  the  remaining  21 
per  cent  of  the  property's  value.  The  only 
niggle  was  the  rime  it  took  to  get  the  plan 
agreed.  Carh  :e  Life  hud  never  done  a  home 
reversion  plan  on  a  maisonette  and  it  was 
nine  months  before  the  deal  was  complet¬ 
ed  Carlyle  Life  gave  them  one  month’s 
extra  oavment  for  the  inconvenience. 


Policy  mL 
Choice 
Direct  W 

(he  financial  people 
who  let  you  choose 


be  cheaper 


Our  Unique  Service  is  FREE 

♦  Our  FREE  GUIDE  gives  you  the  facts 

♦  Out  FREE  listing, let  you  compare  :  * 
the  rates  of  the  lop  companies  * 

♦  We  arrange  your  poBqr  .  • 

♦  We  refund  your  fln*  two  months 
premium 

0500  813913 


C  US0  tr..*^.tocre*««fr<iraBKC9  MrriW 

WrdjaJpgtBtiMto^lgar  ItorrOatrlWaltCliu  fipnn  .1 
n  ipMto  fioato  ttoCOOl  tor 


BIGGER  CASH  PAYMENTS 
FOR  ENDOWMENTS! 
CALL  0181  207  1666. 


TlmlRCslHgg^liti^psqfstoppricefforpofieiies^  gpp 
Your  policy  mast  be  at  least  3  years  old  and  satofy 
our  selection  criteria.'  ,  •  ••  - 

...  FAX:  0181 1074950  . 

££.  sctunms^D  bidowmbit  contracts  plc  . 

MM  SEC  Home,  ^yHtoofald  Sw 8owhiDw»oc<£  Hate WD6 4RZ. 


An  average  annual 
return  of 


% 


since  1980 


The  Scottish  Eastern  Investment  Trust  is  anything  but 
average.  Look  at  the  benefits  of  investing  in  it  through  Hie; 
Martin  Currie  Savings  Plan: ' 

>-  An  international  portfolio  of  some  350  companies 'across 
30  countries 

»- \o  mitiaj  or  annual  charge  t 

»“  Save  from  just  £20  a  month.  Or  invest  lump  sums  from  ' 
just  £200  ■ 

i-  Average  annual  returns  of  18,!%*  since  1980  . . 

*•  And  if  you  want  tax  free  returns,  it’s  also  available 
through  our  PEP  ..  ..  !--■ ■ 


utaWXC:  Pk*K  iwawnher  that  pill  perforaianc*  is.  w>  fJiHtc  to  tlw  future.  Mwto  and  cunw^  uw-orimla  nuv  cauio  tbc  value  6{  ir.ocor  Sr.-cn  ihrai  tuUUa&aeHuriMBdwu  sow  git  buck  Wu  Han  yw  urreslaS  vrtito  TOO  &*!i  to  a&vwa  ditoo.  T«  n&rii  en  PEP*  M 

Z7fl«anU(d  Mht  may  be  chiaivi  their  value  u-ffl  or--n  tniivfdurf  cir-mimtorco.  t  KOTE:  The  uni/  w?4  <-n  r-ixiwa  L  -irr.;  S—  if  <5>  j/J  H*  loukd  yuead  hrtveen  buYing  and  w4otf  pnm.  hogOncnt  tnab  dw  par  msueesnL  dsnaa  and  ahnbiatnllah  «^r>fn«n. 


'Jf--"  Indut&w  cir.^imljrc<9.  t  NOTE:  The  uni/  cw*  <-n  pu-'Aaics  •-  irr.;  in-  if  <Z'>  j.-al  H*  uuikel  opiead  hriween  burins  and  pnm.  teoCncBt  tnata  Ao  par  mnutoBenL  darga  and  aAnbotnUah 
•SiilTtCE:  MijnpaL-  Aren  je  share  [■"-<■  dPs«lh  fer  annura  with  net  CTO-ne  f-'o  1 1  ?JJ  V  J  The  lapuralcnl  Cue  year  figure  to  LW7  a  SWAi  per  «mum. 

Martin  Currie  Investment  Management  Lmtitel.  icUire  Cn-jr*.  2U  CosJe  Terrain.  Edinburch  EHl  2ES.  Regulated  bvLMRO. 
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Loans  can  finance  a  facelift  or  buy  a  new  car.  Anne  Ashworth  considers  the  options  J)0ciSiOll  S 

Securing  the  right  loan  Jbzw' 

investors 

People  who  invested 
in  BZW  Convert¬ 
ible  Investment 


Andrew  Muir  wants  a  seat  on  the  Nationwide  board 

Society’s  status 
faces  new  threat 


The  Nationwide  Build¬ 
ing  Society,  which 
has  already  fought  off 
one  campaign  by  carpet¬ 
baggers  to  farce  it  to 
demutualise,  faces  a  new 
challenge  to  its  inde¬ 
pendence. 

Andrew  Muir.  32,  from 
Slough,  is  bidding  for  a  seat 
on  the  society's  board  with  a 
view  to  persuading  the  di¬ 
rectors  to  return  surplus 
profits  to  members. 

Mr  Muir,  who  has  been  a 
saver  far  ten  years  with  the 
Nationwide,  said  he  disap¬ 
proved  of  carpetbagging, 
but  felt  that  “the  current 
board  has  lost  touch  with 
the  majority  of  investors". 
He  wants  to  farce  the  society 
to  reward  long-term  inves¬ 
tors  with  a  windfall  lump 
sum.  although  he  says  this 
could  be  achieved  without 
the  Nationwide  floating  on 
the  stock  market. 

Mr  Muir  runs  a  financial 
recruitment  agency  in 
Slough  and  was  formerly 
an  accounfanr.  He  esti¬ 
mates  that  savers  and  bor¬ 
rowers  could  receive 
bonuses  of  between  £500 
and  £5,000  in  return  far 
their  long-term  support. 

"I  am  not  actively  seeking 
the  Nationwide’s  conver¬ 
sion,"  he  said.  "1  do  believe. 


however,  thai  the  society  is 
not  returning  our  protits  to 
us  as  members.  If  a  member 
dies,  the  membership  dies 
with  them,  with  no  benefit 
to  their  estate." 

He  said  that  in  spite  of 
Nationwide's  slightly  more 
competitive  rates  for  savers 
and  borrowers,  members 
would  have  to  wait  50  years 
before  they  saw  the  same 
benefit  as  they  would  if  they 
received  a  lump  sum  now. 

If  elected  to  the  board,  he 
will  be  pushing  for  a  vari¬ 
able  distribution  of  profits, 
which  favours  long-term 
members.  He  maintains 
that  he  has  no  connection 
with  Members  for  Conver¬ 
sion.  the  pressure  group 
headed  by  Michael 
Hardem.  the  freelance  but¬ 
ler  who  attempted  to  force 
the  Nationwide  to  convert  to 
a  bank  in  the  summer. 

Mr  Muir  plans  to  collect 
50  signatures' from  qualify¬ 
ing  members  and  put  his 
bid  for  a  seat  on  the  board  at 
the  society’s  annual  meeting 
in  April. 

He  can  be  contacted  at 
Andrew'  Muir,  PO  Box  358. 
Slough  PDO.  Berkshire, 
SLI  IYS.  or  by  fax  on  01753 
533002. 

Marianne  Cur p hey 


The  reasons  for  taking 
out  a  small  loan  range 
from  the  mundane  to 
the  exotic.  While  most  aspiring 
borrowers  say  that  they  need 
the  money  for  a  new  car  or 
home  improvements,  a  survey 
showed  that  customers  of 
Yorkshire  Bank  were  more 
open  about  their  motives. 
Many  applicants  were  financ¬ 
ing  plastic  surgery  and  did  not 
feel  that  they  had  to  claim  on 
the  application  to  be  paying 
for  a  new  roof  when  they  were 
really  after  a  new  nose. 

Another  oft-stated  reason 
for  arranging  a  loan  is  to 
repay  existing  debts.  The  trade 
calls  these  consolidation  loans. 

Whatever  your  need,  any 
number  of  organisations  are 
now  eager  and  willing  to  lend 
you  money.  This  means  that 
the  potential  for  decreasing  the 
cost  of  the  loan  is  considerable, 
particularly  if  you  prefer  to 
organise  the  deal  over  the 
telephone. 

■  Horae  improvements:  If 
you  want  to  raise  money  for 
some  domestic  refurbishment, 
the  options  include  increasing 
your  mortgage  or  remortgag¬ 
ing  with  your  existing  lender 
or  a  competitor. 

A  Halifax  borrower  with  a 
£100.000  mortgage  seeking  a 
£5.000  home  improvement 
loan  would  pay  the  bank's 
current  variable  mortgage 
rate  of  $.45  per  cent.  If  the  loan 
was  repaid  over  25  years,  it 
would  add  an  extra  £40-54  a 
month  to  the  E672  payment  on 
an  interest-only  mortgage.  Re¬ 
paying  the  money  over  15 
years  would  increase  the  bill 
by  £50.02,  while  clearing  the 
debt  over  three  years  would 
cost  an  extra  £163  a  month. 

The  sharp  decline  in  medium 
and  long-term  fixed-rate  mort¬ 
gage  offers  has  led  many 
homeowners  to  contemplate 
remortgaging  to  fond  repairs. 
In  some  cases,  although  they 
may  be  borrowing  a  larger 
amount  their  repayments  may 
fall,  especially  if  they  have  been 
paying  their  lender’s  standard 
variable  mortgage  rate.  Some 
lenders  are  so  eager  for  custom¬ 
ers  that  they  are  offering 
cashbacks  of  up  to  6  per  cent  of 
the  value  of  the  loan. 

London  &  Country,  the  Bath 
mortgage  broker,  points  out 
that  a  borrower  with  a 
£100,000  loan  currently  paying 
8.45  per  cent  could  switch  to  a 
remortgage  deal  from  the 
Stroud  &  Swindon  Building 
Society,  increase  his  loan  to 
£105,000  and  pay  £582  a 
month.  This  is  a  saving  of  £90. 


There  may  be  no  need  to  visit  the  pawnbroker  if  you  find  the  right  lender,  and  there  are  now  plenty  to.  choose  from 


■  Secured  loans:  Home  im¬ 
provement  and  remortgage 
rates  are  lower  than  the  typical 
personal  loan  rate  because  the 
borrowing  is  secured  against 
the  value  of  your  home.  The 
bank  or  building  society  is 
entitled  to  force  a  sale  of  the 
property  to  recover  the  debt.  It 
is  also  possible  to  borrow 
more  cheaply  if  you  have 
another  valuable  asset,  such 
as  a  life  assurance  policy,  that 
you  can  offer  as  security. 

Scottish  Widows  Bank,  a 
division  of  the  life  assurance 
group,  offers  variable-rate  poli¬ 
cy  loans  of  £1,000  or  more 
secured  against  one  of  its  own 
policies  or  those  of  30  other 
insurers.  You  can  borrow  a 
maximum  of  75  per  cent  of  the 
surrender  or  cash-in  value  of 
the  policy.  The  current  Annual 
Percentage  Rate  (APR  or  “true 
rate")  is  10.47  per  cent  This  will 
vary  with  the  bank  base  rate. 


You  may  be  able  to  negotiate  a 
similar  rate  with  your  own 
bank  by  offering  a  life  policy 
as  security.  Despite  their  rep¬ 
utation,  branch  managers  can 
be  surprisingly  flexible. 

■  Personal  loans:  The  stan¬ 
dard  issue  bank  loan  is  an 
unsecured  bank  loan  with  a 
fixed  rate.  As  the  bank  has  no 
security,  it  is  likely  to  attempt 
to  persuade  you  to  buy  repay¬ 
ment  protection  insurance 
which  will  pay  out  if  you  fall 
sick  or  are  made  redundant 
This  cover  will  add  another 
£20  a  month  to  the  repayments 
on  a  £5,000  loan  over  three 
years. 

You  may  balk  at  this  ex¬ 
pense,  especially  because  in¬ 
surers  will  find  every  excuse 
not  to  pay  out  under  these 
policies.  Fbr  example,  your 
claim  will  be  refused  if  you 
have  been  sacked,  rather  than 
made  redundant.  Even  if  you 
do  succeed  in  making  a  claim 
the  payments  may  not  last  for 
more  than  one  year. 

Although  the  personal  loan 
market  is  said  to  be  very 
competitive,  rates  for  the  same 
si?e  of  loan  vary  somewhat 
between  banks.  The  Abbey 
National  APR  for  a  E5.000 
loan  over  three  years  is  14.9 
per  cent,  against  17.9  per  cent 
at  Barclays.  If  you  do  not  take 
insurance,  you  will  repay  a 
total  of  E6J568  at  the  Abbey, 
£468  less  than  at  Barclays.  The  . 


monthly  payments  are  £190.78 
and  £203.78  respectively. 

Some  institutions,  including 
the  Halifax,  offer  special  loyal¬ 
ty  deals  for  existing  customers. 
The  greater  the  number  of 
your  relationships  with  the 
Halifax,  the  lower  the  rate  you 
pay.  If  you  have  both  a  Halifax 
mortgage  and  a  current  ac¬ 
count.  the  APR  for  a  £5,000 
loan  will  be  13.9  per  cent  Over 
the  three-year  period,  you  will 
repay  £6,229  if  you  do  not  take 
insurance.  The  monthly  pay¬ 
ment  is  £173.03. 

Being  a  Halifax  customer  of 
more  than  six  months'  stand¬ 
ing,  whether  as  a  borrower  or 
as  a  saver,  also  allows  you  a 
discount  on  the  bank's  loans. 
The  APR  on  a  £5,000  loan  is 
15.9  per  cent  with  a  monthly 
repayment  (without  insur¬ 
ance)  of  £177.32  and  a  total 
repayment  of  £6,383.52. 


However,  aspiring  bor¬ 
rowers  should  not  be 
overcome  by  these  re¬ 
wards  for  constancy.  Arrang¬ 
ing  a  loan  over  the  telephone 
currently  appears  to  guaran¬ 
tee  some  of  the  lowest  rates. 
Direct  Line,  the  insurance 
company,  now  makes  loans 
available  to  non-customers  at 
below  average  rates.  Its  APR 
for  the  £5,000  loan  is  L2J5  per 
cent,  with  a  monthly  repay¬ 
ment  of  £16638  (without 
insurance). 

Moneyfacts,  the  interest  rate 


data  provider,  lists  as  its  other 
telephone  -best  buys  the  Bank 
of  Scotland  (Banking  Direct) 
with  an  APR  of  12.9  per  cent 
and  Sainsbury’s  Bank  with  an 
APR  of  13.6  per  cent. 

■  Credit  cards:  Card  com¬ 
panies  love  to  lend  money  to 
the  free-spending  but  essen¬ 
tially  creditworthy  individual 
with  a  regular  salary  and  a 
home  of  his  own.  To  lure  such  . 
a  lucrative  proposition,  they 
will  accept  a  transfer  of  debt  . 
from  another  card  company. 

Most  card  rates  are  higher 
than  the  typical  personal  loan 
rate.  But  the  new,  often  Ameri¬ 
can-owned  card  companies, 
not  only  have  lower  rates  but 
also  bargain  charges  for  new . 
customers. 

Bardaycard’s  APR  is  22.90 , 

•  per  cent  Capital  One  Bank 
has  an  introductory  rate  of  7.9  v, 
per  cent.  Its'  usual  rate  is  17.9  . 
per  cent  The  Cooperative 
Bank's  introductory  rale  is 
also  7.9  per  cent  increasing  to  - 
10.9  per  cent 

The  savings  to  be  made  are 
substantial.  Borrowing  £3.000 
over  six  months  on  the  RBS 
Advanta  card,  a  joint  venture 
between  The  Royal  Bank  of 
Scotland  and  Advanta,  an 
American  card  group;  and  you 
will  pay  £145.04  in  interest 
This  is  less  than  half  the  cost  of 
borrowing  the  same  sum  on  a 
Barclay  card,  where  you  will 
pay  £319  in  interest. 


Could  you 
save  over  £200 
with  Au? 


Elderly  breathe 
a  sigh  of  relief 


Hundreds  of  thousands 
of  with-profit  bond¬ 
holders  breathed  •  a 
sigh  of  relief  this  week  as  the 
Government  announced  that  it 
was  abandoning  radical  plans 
to  reform  the  taxation  of  life 
policies. 

Last  November  the  Inland 
Revenue  threatened  to  stop  the 
practice  of  “top  slicing"  on 
with-profit  bonds,  which  al¬ 
lows  people  to  withdraw  5  per 
cent  annual  income  from  tiieir 
bonds  but  hare  it  treated  as 
return  of  capital. 

Elderly  people  have  found 
top-slicing  useful  for  keeping 
their  taxable  income  below 
E 15,600.  Income  above  this 
amount  triggers  reductions  in 
their  age  allowance.  Many 
higher  rate  taxpayers  have 
used  with-profit  bonds  in  this 
way  to  defer  taxation  until  they 
retire,  when  they  may  be  taxed 
at  a  lower  rate.  In  all,  640 XXX) 
people  have  pumped  £20  bil¬ 
lion  into  bonds  for  this  reason. 

A  second  controversial  pro¬ 
posal  was  to  replace  ihe  prac¬ 
tice  of  pre-cerrifying  life  policies 
as  tax-exempt  with  a  system  of 
exit  testing.  -Although  the  idea 
had  merits,  its  effect  was  that 
people  would  be  in  the  dark 
about  whether  their  savings 
would  be  taxed  until  their 
policies  matured. 

Policyholders,  financial  ad¬ 
visers  and  insurers  united  to 
protest  to  the  Inland  Revenue, 
which  wanted  to  implement 
these  changes  on  existing  poli¬ 
cies.  Opponents  argued  that 
this  amounted  to  retrospective 
action  by  the  taxman  and 
confounded  people's  best  ex¬ 
pectations  when  they  took  out 
the  policies. 

This  week  Dawn  Primarolo, 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Trea¬ 
sury,  said  the  Government  had 
derided  not  to  proceed  with  the 
proposals  in  the  light,  of  the 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for 
your  credit  card? 

Au  is  a  new  kind  of  Gold  MasterCard. 

You  pay  just  9.9%  APR  for  the 
first  year  on  balance  transfers,  and 
only  13,9%  APR  standard  rate. 

You  have  up  to  56  days  interest- 
free  credit,  and  there's  no  annual  fee. 

How  can  we  do  this?  Au  is  only 


99% 

APR 

balance  transfers 
for  1  2  months 

13.9%  APR 

standard  rate 


available  to  individuals  who  earn  at 
least  £20.000  a  year,  and  have  a 
good  credit  history.  That  means  our 


cardholders  don't  subsidise  other 
people's  bad  debts. 

Take  a  look  at  the  table  below  and 
see  just  how  much  you  could  save. 
Then  call  us  free  on  0S00  000  1 97 
or  send  back  the  coupon. 

Au.  Not  everyone  gets  ft. 

Will  you? 


Fm  am  “T. 


Call  free  on  080G 

)  OOO  1 97 

Piosr  rr.um  "j  Au  Cart.  FREEPOST  SEA3002.  Mot  House,  tv 
We  N  send  vou  mu  inUxmaLon  *WH  An 

Name  iMr.Mn.'Mte  MsI 

LVJLr.  C*flHLl  fti.  A 

r^lon  KT2  68R  Quote  Reft  Ll  4  0  4  j 

-Au! 

Address 

— “  ***  ‘  **  • 

"telephone  [Home-Warti 

Au  0°U  Nil  9.9%  n.'A  - - - - 

MasterCard  Plw  n.iinn  "j  Au  Cart.  FREEPOST  SEA5002.  MOT  House.  Kneaon  KT2  6BR  Quote  Reft  U  A  4  ; 

- —  —  We  h  sew  you  irjit  intomaLcm  An  j 

Barclays  £10  21.4%  £205.60  m 

standard  Visa _ Name  —  _ 

...  .  AJO'.MlIUU  A  H 

NatWest  £12  20.8%  £195.00  Address  i 

Standard  Visa _ _ _  _ r -  M  mwK  I 

Midland  standard  20,6%  £192.00  - - - 

MxterOrt _  _ ***** _ 

SScard  Nil  18,9%  £l  57,20  Ttephong  IHomaWxH _ 

NMfc.  UnjvatoMe  ro  perewB  under  ?  I  juar: «  are  wntwr*  ouoraoons  an:  aaaUtiM  Sufcjeu  m  actus  Cardhidu  b  required  fc  mate  montH*  payment!  wwm  J5  days  of  vaem-M 
due  of  A  least  the  mmiwuin  sum  speofurt  -m  suy-mem  uhKft  5hJH  r.nt  DC  less  irvm  S'-,  cl  the  -aastenrlmg  balance  or  utnchnef  a  flnsacr.  or  die  run  amount  due  i[  i«s  than 
£5  Cumvn  rates  as  ai  iO  April  19?:  -Adow  savings  am  oasud  on  transferring  a  aAmw  0.000.  winch  remains  constant  Icy  a  («c  Banna-  trancha  ran;  9  APR  rot-3  tur 
l?  months  starviml  rate  13.5?o  AW  wnaUe  Hw  aw.*  APfc  reft**?  tm-  annual  tec  unerc  apphid  The  .Au  card  balance  transto  rate-  k  srwn  the  hue  W  aa  other  cans  are 
rtutr  aarrfanl  rates  and  occlude  am-  jhurl  Lam  sp«Ui  offer;  APft  arc  ba-wt  oil  a  credit  limit  oi  £  3.500 

RBS  C**  reserve  Uw  ntfu  ip  oifcr  >wi  a  smtor  can.  Au?.  vrth  a  standard  APfl  o»  It-  <¥•.  vpia«  and  a  balance  iramste  raic  of  1 1  Sft  APft  Haw  tv  me  tint  12  months  and  no  amal 
l*.  a  won  dn  net  nuM  Kf  ine  icv.ct  rate  eara 

RBS  Cards  limited.  Registered  Office;  42  St  A«*wr  Square.  Edutbungh  EH2  2YL  Regstered  n  Scotland  Number  160  1 M.  A  Royal  Bank  ol  Scotland  Company 


responses  it  had  received. 
However,  it  is  determined  to 
close  loopholes  such  as  the 
dead  settlor  rule,  which  allows 
partners  of  people  who  have 
had  a  bond  written  in  trust  to 
receive  tax-free  income  once 
that  person  dies.  Another  area 
of  longstanding  concern  is  the 
use  of  policies  written  offshore. 
The  Revenue  received  a  set¬ 
back  this  year  when  the  High 
Court  ruled  that  it  could  not 
tax  expats  when  they  returned 
to  the  UK. 

The  scale  of  the  Revenue's 
dimbdown  surprised  many. 
Charles  Levett-Scrfvener  of 
Towry  Law,  the  financial  ad¬ 
viser,  said:  “You  could  have 
knocked  me  down  with  a  fea¬ 
ther!  The  key  issue  here  is  that 
the  average  person  needs  sim¬ 
ple  clear  rules.  The  problem 
with  the  original  Revenue  pro¬ 
posals  is  that  they  were  going 
ro  be  very  complicated  and  in 
light  of  self-assessment  I  think 
they  felt  they  were  going  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  rad  for  their  own  back.” 

The  upshot  of  ail  this  is  that 
with-profit  bonds  remain  an 
attractive  investment  as  insur¬ 
ers  smooth  the  returns  from 
the  stock  market  and  lock  in 
growth  with  annual  bonuses. 
Since  the  Budger  they  ,  have 
also  become  slightly  cheaper 
than  unit  trusts,  although  the 
fax  advantages  of  Peps  beat 
bonds  hands-down.  Mr 
Levett-Scrivener  says  the  trend 
towards  consolidation  in  the 
insurance  industry  is  produc¬ 
ing  fewer,  but  financially 
stronger,  companies.  Greater 
financial  strength  allows  in¬ 
surers  to  invest  more  in  equi¬ 
ties,  which  should  give 
policyholders  better  returns  in 
the  future.  For  a  free  guide  to 
with-profit  bands  .  contact 
Towry  Law:  0345  868  244. 

Gavin  Lumsden 
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If  you  hove  £5,000  or  more  to  invest,  ear  nav  one-year  Fixed  Rate 
Option  Bond  (Issue  Z)  gives  you  a  high  return  on  your  savings, 
guaranteed  until  31st  Odober  1998. 

Plus  you  have  the  option  to  reinvest  for  a  further  term,  so  you  really  am 
eorn  a  high  rate  of  interest  year  after  year .  without  tying  up  your 
investment  for  o  long  period  of  time. 


People  who  invested 
in  BZW  Convert¬ 
ible  Investment 
Trust  have  until  Friday  to 
decide  where  to  place 
their  money  when  the 
fund  closes. 

BZW  is  winding  up  a 
£100  million  investment 
trust  only  seven  years 
after  its  launch  following 
poor  investment  returns 
and  the  ballooning  cost  of 
servicing  a  £20'  million 

loan.  _ , 

The  BZW  Convertible 
Trust,  one  of  only  four 
managed  by  BZW,.  is 
offering  its  thousands  of 
small  shareholders  a 
choice  of  switching  to 
shares  in  either  the  Cuy 
Merchants  Trust,  an  in¬ 
vestment  trust  run  by 
Invesco.  the  rival  fund 
manager;  or  the  Invesco 
High  Income  Unit  Trust: 
or  a  cash  exit  route  via  an 
Invesco  morse}'  fund.  City 
analysts  expect  most  in¬ 
vestors  to  take  the  cash 
option.  If  shareholders  do 
nothing,  their  money  will 
automatically  be 
transfered  to  the  Invesco 
unit  trust 

BZW.  -  which  earned 
£632,000  managing  the 
trust  last  year,  admits 
that  while  h  has  achieved 
high  income,  at  around  7- 
9  per  cent  a  year,  capital 
growth  has  been  poor. 
Over  the  year  to  July  31. 
the  trust’s  asset  value 
rose  by  only  25  per  cent, 
compared  with  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  FTSE  All¬ 
share  index  of  25  per  cent. 

BZW  Convertible  In¬ 
vestment  Trust  share¬ 
holders  will  also  receive  a 
letter  today  offering  them 
-the  opportunity  to  invest 
in  a  tracker  fond  and 
remain  clients  of  i 
Barclays  Global  Invest¬ 
ment  by  putting  their 
holdings  in  the  first 
Internet-based  unit  trust 
and  Pep.  The  CF  netPCp 
Tracker  Fund,  managed 
by  BGI.  is  wooing  BZW 
convertible  investment 
trust  holders  by  not 
charging  them  initial 
fees.  ‘ 

Richard  Carswell,  a 
spokesman  fix  net  Pep, 
said  die  savings  were 
possible  by  marketing 
and  promoting  netFtep  via 
the  Internet  to  avoid  the 
high  costs  of  conventional 
advertising-  Ian  Miilward 
of  Chase  de  Vere  said: 
“My  advice  in  this  case 
would  be  to  take  the  cash 
offer  from  the  BZW  and 
fake  the  opportunity  to 
reassess  •' the  situation. 
There  is  no  way  you 
would  get  high  income 
from  a  tracker  fund  but 
there  is  nothing  wrong 
with  trackers.  It  just  boils 
down  to  the  position  of  the 
individual  investor." 

Susan  Emmett 
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DON'T  MISS  THIS  LIMITED  ISSUE  -  CALL  US  NOW 

9  om  to  9  pm -7  days  o  seek 
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Sunshine  estate:  when  getting  away  from  it  aO  proves  too  difficult  try  a  Holiday  Properly  Bond,  but  don’t  expect  a  high  return  on  your  investment 

Investments  in  paradise 


A  growing  number  of  investors  are  becoming  aware 
of  the  substantial  discounts  that  can  be  achieved  by 

arranging  their  PEPs  through  a  discount  broker, 
rather  than  investing  direct.  Elson  Associates  arc  _ 
now  one  of  the  leading  brokers  in  this  field.  We 
offer  the  very  best  discounts  in  the  UK  on  PEPs 
and  other  investments,  including  unit  trusts  and 
bonds. 

Kick  start  your  PEP  with  a  discount  from  Elson  y// 

Associates  and  save  up  to  £275  in  charges  on  a  / 

£6.000  PEP  (equivalent  to  a  5%  discount,  less  our  . 

normal  £25  handling  fee).  To  achieve  this,  we  sacrifice 

our  commission  (typically  3%),  and  negotiate  further  “ 

discounts,  where  available,  from  the  PEP  providers.  And  remember,  we’re  independent,  so  we 
offer  a  fall  choice  of  PEPs  from  all  the  leading  companies. 

If  your  existing  PEP  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  leaders,  why  not  try  and  make  up  some  lost 
ground  by  switching  to  a  new  PEP,  using  our  favourable  discounted  terms. 

For  further  information.  cut  out  and  return  the  coupon  below  to  Elson  Associate;.  FREEPOST  DTI  I JS. 

18  Maxwell  Road.  Welling.  Kern  DAI6  !BR  or  alienuihdy  call  us  free  on 


The  suntan  has  faded,  the 
duty-free  gin  bought 
with  the  last  pesetas  has 
run  out  and  no  one  else  wants 
to  see  your  fine  rolls  of  holiday 
snaps.  Time  perhaps  to  start 
planning  the  next  vacation. 

For  those  who  like  ro  book 
early,  before  the  ink  has  dried 
on  the  brochure  page,  the 
chance  to  plan  ahead,  even 
years  in  advance,  might  be 
tempting.  One  option  that  is 
widely  advertised  is  the  Holi¬ 
day  Properly  Bond.  Backed  by 
pictures  of  sun-kissed  villas 
and  glowing  words  of  approv¬ 
al  from  the  travel  veteran 
Judith  Chalmers,  this  offers 
investors  a  stake  in  a  wide 
range  of  holiday  properties 
across  the  UK  and  the  rest  of 
Europe  together  with  rent-fox 
holidays  every  year.  The  bond 
is  a  unitised  investment  and 
includes  a  life  assurance  ele¬ 
ment. 

Villa-Owners  Club,  the  pri¬ 
vate  company  behind  the  Holi¬ 
day  Property  Bond,  is  keen  to 
make  it  plain  that  it  is  not 
offering  a  timeshare.  Bond¬ 
holders  are  not  tied  to  any  one 
property  and  do  not  pay  a 
fixed  management  charge.' 
There  is  a  minimum  invest¬ 
ment  of  £2,000.  Each  pound  is 
translated  into  an  equivalent 
number  of  points  with  holi¬ 
days  priced  in  points. .  In 
addition  die  bondholders  pay 
a  "no  profit  user  charge”  per 
week  to  cover  overheads  such 
as  cleaning  and  maintaining 
the  property.  - 

The. bond. -which  is  issued’ 
by  Isle  of  Man  Assurance,  was 


Clare  Stewart  reports  on  the  holiday  bonds  that 
can  be  less  attractive  than  they  first  appear 


launched  in  1983  and  currently 
there  are  23,000  bondholders 
choosing  from  around  800 
properties.  These  range  from 
cottages  at  Glen  eagles  to 
apartments  in  Tampa  Bay, 
Florida.  There  are  also  special¬ 
ly  adapted  apartments  for 
wheelchair  users. 

A  £6,000  investment  (die 
average)  translated  into  6,000 
points  would,  for  example, 
allow  you  to  rent  a  one- 
bedroom  studio  for  a  week  in 
mid-April  in  Stigliano,  a  re¬ 
stored  medieval  village  in 
Tuscany,  or  a  one-bedroom 
apartment  in  Tenerife  for  two 
weeks  in  August. 

An  investment  of  more  than 
£5^47  brings  added  benefits, 
such  as  the  opportunity  to  take 
up  holidays  that  are  unbooked 
paying  only  in  user  charges,  as 
well  as  special  deals  on  long- 
stay  bookings  out  of  season. 

The  virtue  of  the  bond,  says 
the  group,  is  that  “you  are 
protected  against  inflation  in 
the  dost  of  holiday  accommo¬ 
dation  for  life”.  The  points 
rating  for  properties  is  index- 
linked  to  take  inflation  and 
replacement  building  costs 
into  consideration.  Bondhold¬ 
ers’  points  allocation  is  adjust¬ 
ed  in  the  same  way,  up  or 
down,  according  to  the 
change. 

Weekly  charges  for  overseas 
properties  are  made  in  the 


local  currency  and  translated 
into  sterling  two  months  be¬ 
fore  the  holiday  begins,  so 
there  might  be  fluctuations 
between  booking  and  paying. 
Current  charges  for  UK  prop¬ 
erties  range  from  £111  to  £238 
per  week  plus  VAT. 

However,  while  the  quality 
and  range  of  holidays  on  offer 
wins  praise,  the  bond’s  perfor¬ 
mance  as  an  investment  looks 
less  impressive.  Launched  at 
8Sp  in  1984,  foe  current  selling 
price  is  quoted  as  68p*.  This 
price  is  based  on  the  total 
property  valuation,  which  is  re¬ 
assessed  annually,  and  the  val¬ 
ue  of  investment  in  securities. 

The  unit  price  performance, 
according  to  Nicholas  Beam¬ 
ish.  a  Villa  Owners  director, 
reflects  a  number  of  factors. 
“European  property  values 
have  been  marked  down,”  he 
said.  “The  bond  does  have  a 
large  amount  of  its  investment 
tied  up  in  new  projects  that  are 
not  yet  valued.” 

Forty  per  cent  of  foe  bond's 
assets  are  invested  in  securi¬ 
ties  by  foe  Midland  Bank 
Trust  Corporation  (Isle  of 
Man),  which  is  the  company’s 
trustee  and  securities  manag¬ 
er.  The  bias  of  securities,  says 
Mr  Beamish,  is  now'  moving 
away  from  fixed  interest  in¬ 
vestments  towards  a  greater 
exposure  to  equity  markets. 
Bondholders  can  bequeath 


their  investment  but  cannot 
sell  to  another  investor.  Bonds 
can  only  be  cashed  after  two 
years.  Although  at  present  it 
takes  around  six  weeks  to 
realise  foe  money,  the  length 
of  time  may  vary  and  foe 
company  reserves  the  right  to 
defer  it  for  up  to  a  year. 
Encashment  levels  are  run¬ 
ning  at  around  £13  million 
this  year.  Last  year  they  stood 
at  £1.4  million  compared  with 
sales  of  £16  millioa. 


While  foe  range  of 
properties  to  rent 
looks  attractive,  po¬ 
tential  investors  should  con¬ 
sider  wjiat  exactly  they  are 
spending  their  money  on.  Is 
this  the  kind  of  holiday  and 
cost  that  they  would  want  to 
commit  themselves  to?  Don’t 
forget  in  doing  the  sums  to  add 
00  foe  weekly  user  charges, 
travel  cost  to  get  to  the  sites, 
and  expenditure  on  self-cater¬ 
ing.  It  is  also  important  to  look 
at  the  real  value  of  foe  bond  as 
a  longer-term  investment 
As  James  Higgins,  director 
of  Chamber!  a  in  de  Broe,  the 
financial  adviser,  notes:  "In¬ 
vesting  in  properties  would 
usually  be  regarded  as  a 
speculative  move.”  However, 
in  foe  rest  of  Europe,  where 
there  is  more  emphasis  on 
renting  than  buying  houses, 
the  property  markets  have  not 


seen  the  same  kind  of  growth 
as  in  the  UK.  In  addition,  says 
Mr  Higgins,  while  the  holiday 
and  investment  package 
makes  a  good  sales  story, 
there  is  no  strong  correlation 
between  the  two  as  far  as  the 
investor  is  concerned. 

The  bondholder  is  effect¬ 
ively  buying  the  right  to  a 
series  of  discounts  on  holidays 
in  the  future  but  for  which 
they  are  paying  in  advance 
while,  on  past  performance  at 
least,  not  seeing  much  of  an 
investment  return. 

However,  if  your  holiday 
time  is  restricted  and  you  want 
your  money  to  work  harder, 
you  may  be  better  off  paying 
for  holidays  in  the  usual  way. 
even  taking  into  account  annu¬ 
al  price  increases,  while  your 
money  earns  a  higher  rate  of 
return  invested  elsewhere. 


LSON 


■3*  0500  691790  ® 


SSOCIATES 


Name— . . . . . . . 

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 


Postcode., 


1  am  particularly  interested  in  a . . . (company)  PEP. 

Please  send  me  the  relevant  application  form  together  with  (be  discount  information 


..  from  Elsons 


Tbr  vibr  vainiu  and  my  worn  from  hem  can  p>  (fawn  as  «tl  uifad  you  may  u  jet  bock  the  unoum  invested  Turn  rofatuM  U>  PEPi  may 
donyc  if  the  bn  dtaafes  aad  the  nfcte  of  ux  rcfaf  depeafe  ou  be  drcumsuiias  nl  tSie  bntst>«.  We  vriH  oat  be  itflcimf  lay  nhtct  *s  to  the  mutably  of  dr 
PEPs  *T  are  mntetinp  PEPssEiMBxuHefurcvaywc.  (f  you  have  my  dudxubedtcrioiinaiiztnlaiuliUhle  In  yru-yrn  dtoold  catena  rtprrt  athiu. 
The  QuaccUcif  amumaced  in  ho  1997  Budget  tta  tbc  hi  nezmra  of  PEPs  wildunfc  in  April  1^9. 


IT'S  EASY  TO  GET  MORE 

We  regularly  pay  up  to  30%  MORE”  than  foe  surrender  value 
for  with  profits  endowment  and  whole  life  policies. 

.  rjunrun.,  QflWn-f  fMr  -w.  T*  ex*3m  irfBdi  n  a  tan  6  ran  otfl  and 

UTB  Company  Offered  £16.31 1  nm  •  amsnifcr  *abe  pnmr  »w  EJBa 

Policy  Portfolio  Price  £21,100  f^r_VT  T/^7 

DonH  lose  out-  ^  lOLlLY 

contact  Policy  Portfolio  Pic  today  PORTFOT  TO 

Regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority  X 


VOdlllllg  III  JUUI  Llll 

More 


Cashing  in  your  Endowment  Policy? 

than  money. 


Mstt  faafie  l>ri»  ad  serriee  aft  a  bee IS  bar  fata 

LmfaM/Sntta:  (Qfi21 8S033  Ktiads:  O217092SM 

Soft  West  0117  936  88Z7  Norik  BD3  239 1941  Scofad:  Ml 3S3  BH 

Cd  tedaj,  fees  ahnys  open.  Please  qmte  TTOUS 

BeMe  DotM  1  Conner-*  umm. 

Fittmcge  Ma.  turn.  Ena,  CMS  5FN 

ESS-  b!  Beale  nnhie 

MM  liranrenl  Aulh»W>  _  _  ii.w.iaM 


Big  rates  from  us  mean 
big  returns  for  you. 


■  Open  a  One  Year  Fixed  Rate  Bond  from 
Britannia  and  you  could  be  looking  at  some  very 
big  returns  indeed.  . 

You'll  get  an  extremely 
competitive  interest  rate  for  a  £100.,QOO-*_ 

minimum  £5,000  Investment  — £20,000 - 

and  better  still,  the  more  you  — £5'00° - 

can  invest  the  higher  the  rate  you'll  earn. 

The  Bond  is  ideal  if  you  have  capital  you 
won't  need  to  access  for  a  year.  It's  wise  to  invest 
as  much  as  you  can  because  additional  deposits 


can't  be  made  following  your  initial  investment. 
The  Bond  is  also  such  a  competitive  offer  that 
the  issue  has  to  be  limited. . 
SEElESEB  The  One  Year  Fixed  Rate 
7.50%  Bond  is  an  excellent  way  to 

730%  see  a  substantial  return  in  a 

7  Z0%  short  space  of  time  -  so  why 

not  visit  your  local,  branch  or  call  for  an 
application  pack  today?  After  all,  the  sooner 
you  open  a  Bond,  the  sooner  you'll  be  enjoying 
the  rewards. 


'  A 

r 


CALL  FREE  FOR  AN  APPLICATION  PACK  ON 

0800  132  304 

9am  -  7pm  weekdays  and  9am  - 12  noon  Saturdays. 

Quoting  ref:  244  FRB 


Britannia 


The  Sharing  Society 

Britamb  Building  Society  Britannia  House  Leek  Staffordshire  ST13  5RG 
_  (Muctecfl  fixed  Interest  for  investments  of  £100,000*.  Interest  Is  paid  on  maturity.  No  withdrawals 

teSSrest  te**>M*  net  of  The  applicable  rate  of  Income  ta*  (which  may  be  reamed  by  non-tapayers) 

pertimed  during  1  year  registration.  Rates  oonwr  w  time  of  gang  to  press. 


Does  your 

Building  Society  give 
you  all  this? 

I?f High  Income  sf Tax-Free  Income  (^Regular  Income 

a  Shouldn't  you  move  your  money? 

If  you  use  the  interest  from  your  savings  as  an  extra 
source  of  Income,  you  should  consider  the  new  Scottish 
Widows  Corporate  Bond  PEP. 

Us  a  way  of  investing  that  offers  the  potential 
for  a  higher,  steadier  income  than  building  society  or 
bank  deposit  accounts  -  and  whats  more,  all  your 
income  is  tax-free.  You  can  Invest  anything  from  £  1.000 
up  to  £6,000  -  and  you  could  expect  an  income  of 
around  7.0%  pXL,  as  vouH  see  below. 

If  your  savings  aren't  paying  you  that  kind 
of  return  -  tax-free  -  shouldn't  yoL  think  about  moving 
your  money?  Find  out  more  today. 


Igiigp 


^  *•;.  \j 


7.06%  p-a-  Estimated  Income  Yield. 
6.56%  Estimated  Gross  Redemption  Yield. 

_ A*  at  3.9-97.^,* _ 

For  more  information  call  us  now*,  or 
send  back  the  coupon  below. 

0345  6789  10 

Quote  reference  no.  271BGI 


/  SCOTTISH  Wl  POWS 

Please  ftturn  this  coupon  ta  Scottish  widows.  Customer  Services  Department,  FREEPOST  EH2920, 16  Bernard  Street,  Edinburgh  EH6  6PP- 


MrAWilaWMtl 


!  TckphoncNa  Work _ Home  _  Djic  uj  Blnh  /  /  MJc  Cl  Female  Q  j 

Open  la  UK  n*knu  ml),  ajwl  I®  iwkfcm  m  A*  UK  io*  ut  pnpau&. 

Vit  Hill  mm  nuke  vour  tumc apd  «Urc** oaUb  tu other  DijmMim  Hwwns.  m  wfll  utadorulh  icfi  tou  inn  >nir  uther  proluai  «d  tenvn  «rhtdi  or  brltmr  n lU  he  of  Imcnai 
torru.  If  too  wxilrl  pTcfr  r  na  lo  ircrimhli  lnlietrutJoB.pk«iiiA  thobm.  Q  _ Relemtce  Ntmher  2T1BG1 

*Thi  Gloss  HtriempUMi  Yield  nkes  account  of  the  capital  repayments  at  maUirrty  of  the  bonds  held  m  the  portfolio  as  wed  as  income  payments  The  value  of  units  and  any  hume 
from  ttem  may  go  down  as  weB  as  141  and  investors  may  not  get  back  the  amount  originally  invested.  More  than  35%>  in  value  of  the  hind's  investments  may  consist  of  Government 
and  Other  pubic  securities  issued  by  the  same  issuers).  Tax  assumptions  are  subject  to  statutory  change  and  the  value  to  an  investor  of  any  tax  advantages  depends  an  personal 
craimstancES.  The  tax  treatment  of  PER  wdl  change  in  April  1999.  With  a  buiMmg  society  deposit  account  your  capital  is  secure,  ’for  your  protection  your  caUs  to  Scotush  Widows 
may  be  recorded  or  monitored.  Issued  by  Scottish  Widows  investment  Management  Umned.  Regulated  by  the  Peisonai  Investment  Authority  and  IMRO. 


60  WEEKEND  MONEY 

THE 
Action  to  avoid 
winter’s  ravages 

The  storm  of  October  J6,  perhaps  through  a  privatisa- 
1987.  resulted  in  insur-  tion,  building  society  conver- 
ance  claims  totalling  a  sion  or  in  a  Pep,  Understand 

i  v  rtf. Z _  fx ■  j 


_ •  _  thf  times  SATLn?nAV  OCTOBER  II 195? 

TIMES  MONEY  INFORMATION  SERVICE  ■ 7  - /.  ■ 


The  storm  of  October  J6, 
1987.  resulted  in  insur¬ 
ance  claims  totalling  a 
massive  £1.6  million.  Al¬ 
though  such  extreme  weather 
is  highly  unusual  in  the  UK. 
Age  Concern  Insurance  Ser¬ 
vices  believes  that  homeown¬ 
ers  should  undertake  a  few 
low-cost  preventive  measures 
before  winter  to  avoid  damage 
to  their  property.  A  guide  has 
been  produced  that  explains 
what  to  do  in  situations  such 
as  a  pipe  bursting  or  freezing, 
if  your  house  suffers  storm 
damage,  or  if  you  are  away 
from  home  for  a  long  period 
during  winter.  For  a  free  copy, 
cal!  0345  697610. 

□  The  1998  edition  of  Choos¬ 
ing  Your  Independent  School 
is  now  available  and  contains 
hilly  updated  details  or  more 
than  IJ00  schools,  with  infor¬ 
mation  on  school  size,  type, 
location,  subjects  taught,  reli¬ 
gious  affiliation,  sports  and 
facilities,  plus  full  A-ievel. 
GCSE.  GNQ  and  Scottish 
exam  listings.  The  book  is 
available  from  bookshops  or 
the  Independent  Schools  In¬ 
formation  Service,  tel.  0171 630 
8793.  at  £9.50  plus  postage. 

□  Whether  you  are  consider¬ 
ing  buying  shares  for  the  first 
time,  or  already  own  shares. 


perhaps  through  a  privatisa¬ 
tion.  building  society  conver¬ 
sion  or  in  a  Pep,  Understand 
Shares  in  a  Day  provides  a 
good  explanation  of  how  the 
market  works.  The  book  re¬ 
veals  why  shares  fluctuate, 
how  io  select  a  broker,  how  to 
buy  and  sell  shares,  and  the 
risks  and  rewards-  of  Penny 
Shares.  More  complex  areas 
of  share  ownership  are  also 
covered,  such  as  how  to  value 
shares,  and  strategies  for  vola¬ 
tile  or  falling  markets.  Avail¬ 
able  to  Times  readers  at  a 
reduced  price  of  E5  (including 
p&p).  Send  cheques,  made 
payable  to  TTL,  to  PO  Box  200, 
Harrogate,  HGI  2YR. 

□  Your  Complete  Guide  to 
Home  Insurance  highlights 
what  to  look  out  for  when 
choosing  a  policy  to  protect 
your  property  and  posses¬ 
sions.  The  booklet  explains 
how  a  premium  will  be  rated 
based  on  details  such  as  the 
number  of  bedrooms,  post¬ 
code,  replacement  value  “as 
new"  of  your  contents  and 
valuables.  A  section  is  includ¬ 
ed  which  shows  how  to  calcu¬ 
late  the  rebuilding  cost  of  your 
house.  Available  free  from 
branches  of  the  Britannia 
Building  Society. 

Uzanne  Rose 


GUARANTEED  INCOME  BONDS 


ANNUAL  INCOME 

Rates  as  at  October  9,  199? 

Investment  (£)  Company 

Standard 
Rate  (%) 

1  Year 

1,000 

Hambro  Assured 

5.10 

5,000 

A1G  Life 

6.27 

10,000 

GE  Pin  Assur 

6.75 

2  Years 

1.000 

Hambro  Assured 

5.70 

10,000 

Hambro  Assured 

6.40 

20,000 

Hambro  Assured 

6.55 

50,000 

Hambro  Assured 

6.60 

3  Years 

1,000 

Hambro  Assured 

5.60 

3,000 

ITT  London  &  Ed 

6.30 

20,000 

Hambro  Assured 

6.40 

4  Years 

1,000 

Hambro  Assured 

5.85 

3,000 

fTT  London  &  Ed 

6.35 

5  Years 

1,000 

Hambro  Assured 

5.70 

3,000 

Pinnacle  Insur 

6.35 

Source:  Chamberlain  da  Biwi  0171  -434  4222.  MW  rates.  Income  and  capital  guaranteed. 
Earty  surrender.  Terms  vary.  Monthly  Income  may  ba  available. 
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INSTANT  ACCESS  ACCOUNTS 

Account 

Notice 
of  term 

Deposit 

Interest 
Rate  paid 

Salnsbury’s  Bank  0500  405060 

C&G  0800  742437 

Legai  &  General  Bank  0500 111200 
Rrst  National  BS  0800  558844 

Instant  Access 
Inst  Transfer 
Direct  Access 
Direct  Access 

Instant 

InsfantB 

Postal 

PostaJB 

£1 

£1,000 

£2,500 

£5,000 

6.50  Yly 
7.00  Yly 
7.05  Yly 
7.45  Yly 

NOTICE  ACCOUNTS  &  BONDS 

Account 

Notice, 
of  term 

Deposit 

Interest 
Rate  paid 

Leeds  &  Holbeck  BS  0500  225777 
Chelsea  BS  0800 132351 ' 

Coventry  BS  0345  665522 

Legal  &  General  Bank  0500  111200 

Albion  30 
POST-tel  40 
Postal  50 

60  Direct 

30  day  p 

40  day  p 

50  day  p 

60  day  p 

£10,000 

£5,000 

£5,000 

£10,000 

7.20  Yly 
7.30  Yly 
7.35  Yly 
7.60  Yly 

FIRST  TESSAS  (TAX  FREE) 

Account 

Notice 
off  term 

Deposit 

Interest 
Rate  paid 

% 

- 

■XL 

Yorkshire  BS  0800  378836  . 
Principality  BS  01 222  3441 88 
Hanley  Economic  BS  0800  83881 1 
Sun  Banking  Corp  01438  744505 


CREDIT  CARDS 

Capital  One  Bank  0800  669000 
Co-operative  Bank  0800  109000 
Robert  Fleming/S&P  0800  829400 


PERSONAL  LOANS 
Direct  Line  0181  680  9966 
Capital  One  Direct  0800  216252 
Alliance  &  Laic  Grp  0990  626262 


£2,000 

£2,500 

£1,000 

£3,000 


7.05  Yly 
7.65  Yly 
7.60  Yly 

7.60  Yly 


V?'.:  >— ■■k-jai 
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FT-SEIOO 
PRICE  HMfEX 


Card  type 


Interest 

Fee  per 

per  month  APR% 

annum 

0.64%N  7.90%N 

Nil 

0.64%NC  7.90%N 

NH 

1.00KC  12.70% 

Nil 

Monthly  payment  on  £5,000  for  3yrs 
with  insurance  no  insurance 


12.80%A 

12.90% 

13.30% 


£183.75 

£189.48 

£187.73 


£166.38 

£166.54 

£167.56 


NB.  A  =  Minimum  age  22  years,  B  °  Withdrawals  vta  Bank  Clearing  System,  C  -  no  Interest  Ires  period,  N  =  Introductory 
rate  tor  a  limited  period,  P  =  By  Post  only 

*  RATES  SHOWN  ARE  GROSS  AND  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE 
PLEASE  CHECK  RATES  BEFORE  INVESTING 
Sources  Money-Facts  the  Monthly  Gmde  to  Investment  &  Mortgage  Sates  (01692  500  677} 

7  '  Y  ;  ••  •  •  •  !  xv.  *'  • ; C- V'.  ‘ "  •  t. 

•  •  V- .. . y 

%  '  Minimum  Interest 


- mm  4800 

- - - - -4600 

jjUmmM 

-  JT -4200 
^-  i~y :i  r -rnr  4000 

J  F  M  A  M  J  J  A  S 


FIXED  RATE 

Gross 

coupon 

Buying 

price 

Gross 

yield 

Issue  purchase 
price  amount 

Birmingham  Midshires  9.375% 

125.50 

7.429 

100.17 

1,000 

Bradford  &  Bingley 

11.625% 

152.10 

7.643 

100.13 

10,000 

Bradford  &  Bingley 

13.000% 

170.57 

7.621 

100.20 

10,000 

Britannia 

13.000% 

170.13 

7.641 

100.42 

1,000 

Coventry 

12.125% 

160.04 

7.506 

100.75 

1,000 

First  National 

11.750% 

151.87 

7.737 

100.25 

10,000 

Leeds  &  Holbeck 

13.375% 

176.16 

7.593 

100.23 

1,000 

Newcastle 

10.750% 

140.84 

7.583 

100.32 

1,000 

Newcastle 

12.625% 

16632 

7.591 

100.45 

1,000 

Northern  Rock 

12.625% 

164.82 

7.660 

100.14 

1,000 

Skipton 

12.875% 

169.60 

7.591 

100.48 

1,000 

Lender 

Interest 
rate  % 

Loan 

size 

Max 

% 

Notes 

BuDdlng  Societies 
Chelsea 

5.39 

£20-1 50k 

80 

Fixed  to  1.8.99 

0800  291291. 
Nationwide 

5.75 

to£300k 

90 

2^5%  disc  for 

0800  302010 
Yorkshire 

4.95 

£25-1 50k 

95 

2  years 

3%  discount  tor 

0800  37B838 

Banks 

Bank  of  Ireland 

0.99 

£20- 145k 

95 

1  year 

Fixed  6  mths 

01189  510100 

Bristol  &  West 

2.90 

No  max 

90 

3%  disc-6  mths 
2.90%  discount 

01179  792222 

to  1.11.98 

v0*r-r1- 


Gross 

FLOATING  RATE  ™P°n 

Buying 

price 

Issue 

price 

Minimum 

purchase 

Lender 

Cheshire  {30/09-27/03)9.04063% 
Rrst  Nat (22/09-20/03)  9.98359% 

120.00 

105.00 

100.00 

100.00 

1,000 

1,000 

Building  Societies 
Nottingham  Imper. 

PIBS  -  Pamunanl  interest-bearing  shares 

Source  ABN  AMRO  Hoare  Govflft  —  0171  GOT  0101 

0115  9817220 
Leeds  &  Holbeck 

SHARE  IN  FOCUS;  PLAN  TO  SELL  PARTS  OF  BZW,  .  rlSOO 
.  BARCLAYS'  INVESTMENT  ARM,  ALARMS  INVESTORS  1600 

1  Jan  1  Feb  1  Mar  '  Apr  '  May  1  Jun  1  Jul  '  Aug  1  Sep  ‘Oa 


0113  225  7777 
Scarborough 
0990  133149 

Banks 

Bank  of  Ireland 
01180  510100 
Bristol  &  West 
01179  792222 


Interest  Loan  Max 

rate  % _ size  %  Notes _ 

0.75  £25-1 50k  75  Fixed  at  0.75% 

10  31.148 

1.20  to  £1 80k  95  7%  disc-6  mths, 

1%  disc-12  mths 
1.20  £15-100k  95  6.99%  dsc-6  mtfl 

2%-6mth,0.5%-1  y 


0.99  £20-1 45k  95  Fixed  6  mths 

3%  disc-6  mths 
2.90  no  max  90  Fixed  at  2^0% 

to  1.11.88 


•  J-  -•  nil  •  'l  — 

Grass  Al  ta  rates  Contad  :| 

ra»  20%  «0%  lnwB3lrontc  non*  ] 


Ordinary  A/C  ^ 

Investment  A/c*»  4.75 
income  Bond*  «  6.50 
HistOpt  BoncU  &25 
44th  Issue  Certfs  j  535 
Children's  Bondt  6.75 
Gen  Ext  Rate  3.51 

Capital  Bond?  »  6.65 

HthlndLinkedT*  2.75 
Porsnrs  Bond  S3*  7.00 


1.20  0  80  lO-lO.OOQ** 

380  2J5S 

520  3^02,000-25^300**  3mth 
5.00  3 .751 .000-20  flOO’'* 

100-10.000  8day 

25-1,000  imth 

532  393  100-250^00  8day 
loo-i 0.000  8dey 
5.60  420  500-50, 000s  60day 


0645645000 
0645645000 
0645  645000 
0645645000 
0645  645000 
064564500Q 
0645  645000 
0645  645000 
0645645000 
0645645000 


«LSV  net  bonus  tor  ESD.OUO*  «  -  __7. 

^^nteB.’SSOdlMOtXamhlgtigriates.  Tiered  rates  8Pf*{ 


PB 

All  figures  are  the  \ 
purchase),  guarantee! 

SINGLE  UFE  (level  ann) 

Sun  Life - .—.JLflvel 

Standard  Life  . . Level 

Canada  Life - -Level 

NPI  . Level 

Sun  U  of  Can — lavet 

SINGLE  UFE _ . _ 

Sun  Life . . —Level 

Prudential . . — Level 

Canada  Life  ..... — Level 

NPI  _ Level 

Scottish  Widows  -Level 

JOINT  UFE,  2/3  WIDOWS 
(level  annuity) _ 

Sun  Life _ Level 

Sun  Lf  of  Can _ Level 

NPI  . . -Level 

Equitable  Life _ Level 

Scottish  Widows  ..Level 


;  AmuBy  Dmct  (Ot/t  684  5000} 


iross  annual  annuity  (£100,000 
f  5  years,  paid  monthly  in  advance 

Mate:  Age  60  Age  65  Age  70 

:  £9.135  £10.257  £11. TO 

£9,044  £10,136  £11,564  . 

£8  962  210,060  £11.551  JT  . 

£9,021  £10,052  £11,436  t/ 

£8,988  £10X>5Q  £11,494 

Female:  Age  60  Age  65  Age  TO 

£8314  £9,123  £10383 

£8276  £  9398  .£10398 

£8352  £9,081  £10384 

£8304  £  9.062  £10.143 

£8300  £  9.020  £10,080 

Male:  Age  60  Age  65  Age  70 

Female:.  Age  55  Age  60  Age  65 


£7,918  E8.5T7  £9.452 

£7,838  £8,435  £9377 

£7387  E8/W5  £  9343 

£7307  £8,384  £9,197 

£7.862  £8382  £  9,060 


prr 

tVv^ 

|% 

m± 

Statistics  complied  by  Uzanne  Rose 


RRST-TateBUYEKS 


Lender _ [ 

Budding  Societies 
Newbury 
01635  43676 
Mansfield 
01246  202055 
Clay  Cross 
01246  862120 

Banks 

Bnk  of  Ireland 
01189  510100 
Halifax  pic 
01422  333333 


Interest 
rate  % 


Loan  Max 
size  % 


4.85  £30-1 00k 
2.20  £25-250k 
535  £15-1 00k 


Bnk  of  Ireland  0.99  £20-1 45k  95  Fixed  6  mths, 

01189  510100  .  3%  disc  6  mths  - 

Halifax  pic  5.45  £25-250k  95  3%  dis&80S39, 

01422  333333 _ __ _ 5%overSVB-10.04 

Lager  lenders,  loans  end  6rst-omebureis  tables  by  Stay  's  Guides  Ud 


3%  discount  for 
1  year 

6%  discount-6  rrtfh 
Further  dac  apply 
3%  discount  for 
12  months 


Discover  How  You  Could  Make 
Serious  Money  From  Penny  Shares 

To  reccne  a  fHEE  copy  rtf  KNNf  SHAKE  GUIDE,  Briton's  Not  1  pabkataa  fee  appng 

fn-«ing«manprminpanyOttn^  PUKan  wHnt«P^PgPPnL»ffa<n»pnnpiHttofrHrfmg 

deiafc  of  hour  »  date  *  FREE  copy  of H  e  Iavesort  Guide  io  How  die  Suxi  JSariici 
Wbdo’  pnhMed  by  dxFmaBQal  KamPinua  Ptofistupg.  ampif . . . 

CALL.  NOW  ON:  0500  823873 

FppiowdlqiftaiSactiMiliftoaiMULtaoaig  Ntahanj  In  Ike  ftaoai1iM9ac*i  taken. 

riRvniSn«a,iioaiiia  rarn 


•3 . 


ssSSSSeCa 


v.?:ivr .  i ■ ■ 


_  W«y  VW 

_ Bid  cntCT  -I-  % 

AEGON  UFE  ASSURANCE 
EifiriHin*  Park.  Edinburgh.  EHU*SE 
0U1B11WI 

Balano.il  V7.AI  02100  -  . . 

UK  Equity  BWA0  B5f^O  -  f  JO  ... 

Prapoiy  +T7.W  -oa  on  .050... 

FttnarnirTMi  J7&J0  HUH  -  J  JO  .  . 

M.illev  27«.«l  2*5  30  -  0  30  ... 

Imcnutli-rul  -ml-W  511.10  -  OiO 


ABBEY  UFE 

HaWadwra  RawL  Bootbi—IB 

BH8SAL 

01202  2W17J 

CuMDdlinH  219  10  2JO  TO  - 
Elhksl  54  1 7B  to  IW3D  • 


AkWO  ririru- 
Europiir  M 
Prop  W  5cM 
Equity  Sei  4 
Man  5vr4 

am  sera 

MutKy  5rT4 

Find  Ini  S*r-t 


ALBANY'  UFE 

3  Dwkn  Lane.  PDtkn  Bar  ENt  IAI 

Onto  42)11 

Equity Fd ACC  UbUS)  23*1.90  -227D  ... 
European  M  AiT  5K2JO  bl3.lt)  -1 100  ... 
Fixed  till  ACC  017.80  r.SOJO  -  5.20  ... 

CadMoneyAK  372  20  .Wi30  -  030  ... 

Uill  Maiuvuil  ACC  SfcVSO  W<W  -  a  ,-o  ... 
Ini  F»d  Ini  ACC  Ml  JO  401J0  -250  .  .. 

Japan  Fund  252J0  265  JO  -  2 10  ... 

M  American  Aa  52210  -  VV)  . . 

rrnpFdve  507  40  5  34  X0  •  Ijo  . 

Multiple  lip  Acs  I  ,'*5XU  I556AO  -II.7U  ... 

ALLIED  DUNBAR  ASSURANCE 

Swindon  SNIIEL 

0m)H4SH 

FvJInlDepACf  4I8JB  44n.ee  -  QJW  ... 

Equity  ace  2021.20  2IJHJD  -2P4U  ... 

Propony  mx  Jiiuo  rnzjyi  -  two  . . . 

Far  Em  Arc  mjl  325 jm  -  Kvj  . 

Managed  Capital  697  40  7MJ3  -  8  JO  .. 

-du-ACC  I5I3XO  1592.70  -I7J0  ... 

0*0303  ACC  1 448.40  1 524.70  -18  TO  .. 

Gill  Edited  Arc  6llW  b4ino  -  b  IO  ... 

Amcr Eqnlry ACT  1421.40  14-toJO  -  0.70  ... 

Amer Man  Act  5*5.40  Mh.40  -ayi  ... 
Aroer  Frop ACC  I  inm  125.10  -  &W  . 

DWrtmulon  Bonds  ziJn  29J0  -  0  id 


WUy  VW 
Bid  OOn  -/-  % 


UK  Opponnnlly 
Euro  lipponuivlty 
Nonh  AroerOpp  . 
Far  EosFOpp 
Owlh  PrnpSrf  I 
GUi  Prop  Ser  2 
FlMdlm 
Cun 
Osenns 
FOroerrty  LAS 
Managed  Fund 
UK  Equity 
Propetiy 
SAines  Malta 
FUrd  Inserts 
Japan 

Vonh  America 


Brtslol  A  Weil  (2)  I  11293 
Equity  Mgd  SI  Jlii* 
Managed  51  32220 


1 1203  ...  •  0110  ... 

32MO  34 120  -  JJ0  .. 

J22J0  339J3  -  3.40  ... 


Adnailurous  S I  2SSJ0  J7UD  -  260  ... 

Managed  12)  21)50  30-31  -  220  ... 

Eagle IMld  Uls  -427 JO  442JIO  -  5J0  001 

FlflUlull  Funds 

unit  wiili  Pin  i5)  ti  i7.«  ...  -ajo... 

Secure  12) I  11IJH>  ...  *aio  ... 

Managed  12)  I  13170  ...  -  IXO  .. 

Equity  Mindful  136J0  ...  -  1X0  .  . 

Adventurous  I  J)  I  I2tv50  ...  -  1.40  . . 

Brisol  A  Wta  13  »  113X0  ...  *010... 


FRIENDS"  PROVIDENT 

Code  Street  SaLUxuy.  Witt  SP1 JSH 


HAMBRO  ASSURED 

Harbour  Hone.  Partway.  Preston.  Lines 
PIU  2PR  017728)0000 
Managed  23250  2+470  -  170  ... 

-do- Pens  MU)  321.40  -  27D  ... 

UK  Equity  Sits'  ZRriXJ  -  250  ... 

-do- Peru  336X0  30.90  -  3.90  ... 

Internal  hi nal  19250  Ztiicd  -  I2J0  .. 

-do- Pern  217X0  22900  -  1JD  ... 

Depustr  155.90  16360  •  0J0  ... 

do-  Peru  190.50  20050  •  020  . . . 


HILL  SAMUEL  UFE 

NLA  Town.  AddbeoMlK  Rood.  1 

MSI  686  4355 


iw-ro 

SU1  -LX J  . . 

Internal  tonal 

48070 

512.40 

-  1*0  ... 

017224133** 

Srmrtty  POrtd 

785*0 

831.40 

-  i.ro 

131.1* 

IWT  •  0X0  . 

European 

42500 

448J0 

-  bjn  ... 

ManspTl 

47200 

45400  -  340  . . 

Brtllili  Fund 

85060 

90020 

-  *60 

|NJ« 

210.40  -  7.90  ... 

FarEau 

154X0 

162-0 

-  300  ... 

UK  Equity 

608.30 

64000  -  6J0  ... 

ImemaUanai 

73160 

77420 

-  4X10 

273.10 

317J0  -  4.70  ... 

Mfwjrtbhlp 

50450 

531  ID  •  6.90  .. 

Dollar  Fnt!<! 

MWJO 

725.80 

•  IJO 

438.W 

4»ii-*:i  •  a 70  .  . 

396  JO 

41720  -  3-i)  . 

Capital  Fund 

8*7.70 

72700 

-  7  JO 

31*  » 

*t,m  -  zx 

CAN.XDA  UFE 

245*0 

257.90  *  a«  . .. 

lObMO 

1134.90 

-  *J0 

fmbL i 

*17 jo  -  tun  ..." 

M  Hq*  SlroeL  PUton  Bar.  Hot*  ENfcSBA 

Pad  ft  Buln 

i74.w 

18420  -  3.10 

Property  Sertex  a 

54560 

s77.ro 

3MJO 

385*0  -  a*]  ... 

onviMaz 

39260 

4I3JO  -  540  ... 

Property  UlUli 

910.70 

954x30 

3w.ro 

MS20  *  040  ... 

Manaxed 

453-70 

477/0 

-  3J0  ... 

Property 

1*700 

20700 

FlnandJl  Fund 

1029.10 

itmoo 

-  -LTD 

*3fcJ0 

4»-W  -  3J0  .  . 

propenv 

293J0 

•  row  . 

Filed  In'rml 

2*SB0 

31060  -  ISO 

Managed  Sera 

75100 

7*560 

87000 

oiw  -IU» 

Gill  A  Fid  Ini 

2*3J0 

30900 

-  2J0  .. 

Index  Linked 

1*9  *0 

21020  *  OIO  . . . 

Managed  Unlll 

1750  JO 

1431.10 

-15.10 

**LI0 

1044  40  -  5  Jll  . . 

Equliy 

sTtun 

too  on 

-  4J0  . . 

Cjjh 

224  hi 

ZVlSQ  »  QJO  .  .  . 

High  Yield  Fund 

04*20 

100460 

-  bXD 

251.10 

0-4.40  •  100 

Cult 

2J9J0 

2Si.ro 

•  o_ro  .. 

FP  Ufe  Avtoraoccci  NM 

Money  senes  A 

324. ID 

34X00 

CUte  turn  Mgd  5J6J3 

MJFe  Ini  I  Fd  40X70 

Managed  Fund  -4W.50 

Property  Fund  397.40 

Equity  Fond  14-ViXO 

GUI  Edgrd  Fd  7S72D 

Depeili  Fund  369x0 

Invest  rm-ruFd  629.90 

Iniemailonaj  M250 


5 t*M  -  ton 
42SX0  -  .3X0  ... 
101950  -  1*90  ... 
62U0  •  060  ... 
I4BUO  -into  ... 
79700  -  5X0  ... 
38900  •  QJO  . 
65420  -  5.90  ... 
676J0  -  6JD  . . . 


CTTY  OF  WESTMINSTER  ASSURANCE 
Scnu;  House.  500  Avebury  Bhd 
Miteu  Kiyno  MKB2NV.  0790B60WD1 

Property  Fund  1 93.90  201X0  . 

Marugnl Fund  893X0  940X0  -  200  ... 

Equity  Fund  554.70  583  90  -  IJO  . 

CLERICAL  MEDICAL) FIDELITY 
INVESTMENTS 

NantH  Plain.  Bristol  BS2QJH.  01179290566 
Assurance  Funds 

sapphire  Mixed  394  93  4IS70  -  ISO  .. 

Roby  220.70  23240  *  050  ... 

Emerald  171  jo  IMUR)  -  OJO  .. 

1  Equity  484J0  S09TO  -  2X0  .. 

Piuprny  252X0  265 JO  .040  ... 

GUI « need Im  254.90  2M.40  -210  ... 


AXA  EQUITY  &  LAW  UFE 
ASSURANCE  ^ 

Aintnham  Mad.  H*h  SSynuube.  Ebaka 

01494  463463 

KeMrwS«6  IMLkO  198X0  -  0  40 
Baked  SeT  6  I0D720  KMiXl  -  7.40  . 


Far  Eavl  Serb 
Europe  5erb 
I  mil  Serb 


Indexed  sea 
Cash 

Nih  American 
Far  East 

Internal  lunnl 
Special  Sits 
Inti  Income 
European 
Japanese 
SE  Alia 


200.90  211.10  -0  00  ... 

20850  2192*0  -  OJO  .. 

39440  415-20  .  5X0  ... 

2So.*'  JOIJO  •  2X0  ... 

31300  379 JO  -  IJO  ... 

514 JO  541. »  *  5JD  ... 
441  JO  464 JD  -  200  ... 
510X0  536.90  -  6JO  ... 

118.70  129  00  .  140  ... 

394  91  415J0  -11.90  .. 
196J0  XJ660  »  020  ... 


107720 

IIMUI 

-  IM  ... 

Wht  Profte  Res 

1*620 

2UfLtoO 

zujo 

24X70 

-  2JO  .  . 

1  do- spec 

1 

206*0 

11X00 

118.90 

-  040  fc-» 

FteUbfe  RtffJremvnr  PUni  Fnrtdi 

162160 

-10  40  ... 

Mined 

47X30 

soaro 

ISTrxOO 

ItaS^^n 

-  *  40 

EqulTy 

hMjy 

M3  40 

74LW 

7BIKO 

*  aw  . . 

Property 

23540 

24700 

MULIO 

576*0 

-  8X3  ... 

Clh  9  Fluil  Im 

I35JO 

B33B 

628  60 

216.10 

227 JO 

77300 

81420 

-  7.70  ... 

Cash 

2XUU 

30400 

UUI 

M5X0 

Nih  Atnertaui 

4*9.70 

52610 

53020 

558.10 

-  4JD  . 

4JTF4M  ACC 

WJO 

324X1 

217  JO 

228.70 

•  160 

innamtlarad  aei 

jti.ro 

412.10 

ww 

35l.lV 

•  aro  ... 

Spectnl  sin 

T*U03 

8Jf<M 

* 

European  Flex 

76270 

901*0 

- 

ML  LtadH  E7UB 

COLONIAL  MUTUAL  GROUP 

1377.50 

-1610  .  . 

Colonial  M  tana!  Hamc  ChodKiea 

7n2.ro 

B2J.ro 

-*60  .  . 

Kail  ME44YY.  01*34  0*0000 

4VLl> 

si*® 

-  3J1  ... 

lUnlQj.by' 

277.82 

• 

2*4  JO 

jiaia 

-  i.n?  ... 

*ln-  Pacernaker  I 

438.72 

• 

fWJO 

uiro 

-  660  .  . 

4ln.CaSh 

224  55 

23*37 

mro 

318.90 

-  3®  .. 

-do- Equliy 

7*1.90 

8JJJ58 

73203 

771  ID 

*  MO  ... 

■do-  Fid  lm 

447.94 

471.52 

410,70 

463.® 

-  4.®  . 

-do-  ManaxTd 

55697 

586  18 

J2SJ0 

342.91 

•  ILM  .. 

■tiff  Piwpmy 

0Wn2 

41960 

3*020 

JW2D 

»  OJO  .  . 

iPeroX  C»vh  Cop 

2IB2J 

22*17* 

SHOO 

21400 

•  ILIO  . . . 

-do-Caih  ire- 

352.90 

271  Jf 

409.70 

515  » 

*  100  .. 

-do-  EquUvCap 

210588 

22IA63 

231X7 

24400 

-  MO  .  . 

-do-  Equity  lm 

38X192 

J57*.*2 

59220 

61X40 

-I0J0  ... 

-do- Fried  Cap 

493 J* 

50X73 

55*  «• 

58Q40 

•  SJO  ... 

-do- Fried  liw 

TBI23 

*22-34* 

225.40 

237  JO 

-  200  .. 

do-  Index  Cap 

227J0I 

J3K97 

757 JO 

7*710 

-  SSD 

-do- Index  lit* 

3K».*7 

J8OJ0 

401.40 

422*0 

-470  ... 

-do-MngdCap 

XIXW 

n»*J 

210  W 

221  TO 

-  2hD 

■4to-  Mnfid  Inv 

1 31*312 

I.OOU5 

OBI  534  5544 
Equity  A<x 

-dir-  Initio) 


-da- Initial 
Managed  Aa; 

■do-  Initial 
MnmyA« 

Property  Aec 
-dre  Initial 
America  Acc 
Far  EM  Gvrtn 
Financial  An; 
SUAKiun 
Japan  AR 
Inamiejtfc 


BLACK  HORSE  UFE 

AluuuAalka  Hone,  Cbalfenn.  KcnT  .ME4  4JF 

OKU  mono 

Tlur  Managed  Fd  I I05JJ  1 10?  J3  -  7«|  .. 

ItKortK Fund  U07.49  lief .77  -1122  .  . 

Enra Income  9923J  iah.43  -  loo  ... 

WMMMdtGIh  639.74  67226  -  0.*,  .. 

Bala  nerd  Fund  9o9ni  I03VT2  -  707  .  . 

SmUrCm  Recnr  I139W  1188  44  •1-L0«  ... 

s aroerft Genrt  smaj  mwjp  •  ... 

Padlk  Bsslii  .1710)  ?AU3  -22^,5  .  . 

German Grroih  tlets  34J.-14  •  1X7  ... 

lapanGitmth.  I51JI  ltd  jh  *  1^4  . 

The  HCulh  Fd  314X1  331.17  -  Luo  .  . 

lumlEuiuGlh  3E.04  2I2H  -  IJ9  ... 

Propenv  Fund  J4U5  4«42B  -  1t»  . . . 

FUrd  ImelTSI  409X7  43K>«  -  4 17  .  . 

Lash  Fund  316X2  3.1206  -  ft.T>  ... 

Managed  |m  65604  MO 57  -  490  . . 

Nlh  Aimrr  ReenT  J97.ll  418X2  »  8x5  .. 

ADtrusifund 

MuugnlGnh  $09^7  5.Vuta  -  14t  ... 


BRITANNIA 

to  BodtwrO  SL  Obseou  G2  6HR 
OHI  2482000 

Measured Perf  235X0  248 Tij  -  a*j  ... 
Performance  plus  27.3JO  wujb  -4X  ... 
ttim  Piollt  Perf  197  ui  33901  .  ujo  . 


COMMERCIAL  UNION 
<ar  HtUuV,  f  Uadenhaft.  EC3  0171  »75to 
VarAnnAcria;  II83JO  -5.47  ... 

var  Aon  151 1  12949  ...  -  0x2  . 

PrtmcManagai  S54I0  58JJ0  -4X0  .. 

Prime:  UK  Equhy  74550  78450  -4X0... 

Prime  Ini  Equity  J7H70  «8Un  -  On  .. 
Prime.  Property  2b7j*i  ai.90  *  aw  .  . 

Prime  Fid  Ini  2PJJ0  26LI0  -  IJO  ... 

prime Indm-Lm.  otto  211  jo  *  ora 
Prime  Cash  229  70  241JW  •  mo  ... 

CONFEDERATION  UFE 

UriMn  Way.  Swumaoc  Hem  SGI  ZKN 

01418744840 

MiftiUrtlFund  <525.40  IWJ8.W  */7afl  ... 
Equlry II  2177m  1  25U270  »96.W  ... 

For  Crown  ice  Windsor 

EAGLE  STAR  UFE  ASSURANCE 
McMpdCcr  Drire.  CMnlua,  GL537LQ. 
01242  22UII 
Life  Funds 

Uiwrhprur5«ui  117.10  ..  *tuo  ... 

6c«lK(2lI  111.10  ...  -020  ... 

MuuwdLH!  IJ3.8J  -  IJJ  . 

Equity  wipd i« r  134.10  ...  -  IJU  ... 

4dKnlumu.sLD(  I2S.NJ  -  1.10  ... 


Fueri  1  menu 

Managed 

Deposit 

Property 

American 


oJI.AJ  6MX0  -  ft 50  ... 

97290  KE4.10  -  7R3  ... 

384.10  4WJ0  •  020  ... 

56X-W  373X0  •  CLSO  ... 

6M.4n  724X0  *  1 70 


Money  Unlis 
Equity  Fund 

Used  Interest 
Indexed  Secs 


European  Fund  1 109.90 


4J420  1ST  10 
876J0  9S7J1 
457 AO  484 1J 
218.30  231-93 


*  a«  ... 
-0X0  ... 
-1640  .. 

-  1.90  ... 
-15  10  ... 


73830 

77600  -1610  ... 

Natural  Rex 

30630 

32420 

-  7X3 

9XU0 

902X3  -14*0 

FarEau  Puuid 

5«*o 

-13*0 

IDBI-O 

1138 2D  -  7.90  ... 

smaller  cos 

70X80 

746*0 

-do- Diet 

995 JO 

62670  -  X 10  4  22 

special  Slu 

717.ro 

7 »ro 

•  IJO 

418.10 

44a  10  -  X70  ... 

Man  Corroocy 

2*04(3 

•  aro 

3OT38I 

32610  *  *«  ... 

lapaneseTMi 

28410 

03170 

-  2.10 

Slnujpore  t.  Mai 
Smaller  Cot 

3*1  JD 

401  JO  -  7.®  .  . 

US  Smaller  Cos 

5fcl.*0 

SW.W 

*  3J0 

62760 

MOLOO  -  J-SD  .. 

Formerly  Txuiscf  Ufe  MwrtoceCo  Ud 

Totjrii  Fund 

613  JO 

645 JO  •  1*0  ... 

Depodt 

27650 

2*1.10 

OK  EqnUy 

854  JO 

W»M0  -  9.30  ... 

Financial  «r  l 

14*0 

90J0 

-  aro 

CCM  Vantsd  Mg  1061X0  1096X0  -  7X0 

CT  GLOBAL  FUND  MGMT  LTD 
Alban  Gate  I4A  Fir.  125  London  Wafl.  L 
EC2Y5AS.  Om  710  667 
ITT  Plan  Far  EOT  295.40  311X0  -1620 

GT  Plan  amide  OZI.OO  654.70  -  431 

GAN  UFE  &  PENSIONS 
Gaa  Howe  Htrriorn.  Ewer 
CM202EW.  0122*626262 
POrtlolMAW  876X0  87640  -  5 10 

-do-  InvA  8T6J0  92290  -  5.40 

ITS  Equity  587 JO  618J3  -  4X0 

Gill  Flu  239.90  252  Ml  -  ijq 

Managed  79050  463aO  -  2X0 


GENERAL  ACCIDENT 
2  Rangier  S4  VoA  YOI 1HK  <H9046289n 


Managed 
UnltCed  Prufll 
L’K  Equity 
Ftied  Ini 

Indo-Llnlfal 

Cosh  Deposit 

Property 

Imemarinnal 

American 

Japan 


28690  30IJ0  -  1X0  .. 
16720  17600  •  OJD  . 
43260  456.30  -  290  . 
235x0  247.90  -  140  .. 
ioj_aci  sxxeo  -  1x0  .. 
19290  204113  •  OJO 

1*430  zmxo  *  aia  .. 

253  JO  23520  -  1.30  .. 
271  JO  285.70  *  240  ... 
2IQJ0  221  JO  -  0L2U  ... 


Japan SitiRr Cos  2IJXO  226X0  -QUO  .. 
European  268J0  28250  -  Jxo  . . 

Pacific  Fund  271x0  2s5JO  -  V11  . 

Can  LU8  18070  190.10  •!«].. 

Formerly  Pro* Idem  Muraal 
Managed  Did  654-30  tdflLTO  -  410  . 

Managed  Initial  402.20  42340  -270.. 
Equity  Old  100600  115270  -  7 JO  . . 

Equity  Inn  677.70  70U0  -  480  . . 

MJnledGfli Octf  23590  248J0  •  IJU  . 

I-Unted vHh  Inh  iSi.Sa  IS*.M  >080.. 
Orta  Equity  ord  477  JO  SEJO  -  4kj 
Ousu  Equity  mil  293-ja  mw  -  2«  . . 

Property  end  SEJO  318-10  *  Oja  .. 

Property  Iftlr  185.90  1*5x0  -0110  .. 

Fried  ini  Old  344  90  362XO  -270  .. 
FUrd  Ini  inll  211X0  222<0  -  1X0  .. 
Deposit  ord  23 1  JO  2t.ua  *  020  .  . 
Deposit  [nlrlal  14220  149.70  » DID  .. 


GUARDIAN  ROYAL  ECCHANGE 
Royal  Exchange  Ludn  EC3.  0171207101 

A1S  Prop  Bds  946)0  985J0  . 

Managed  lonlal  bid  10  64220  -  8J0  .. 


■do- Act 
Equity  Initial 
■dn-Aec 


927.50  976J0  -12JU  ... 
K)07 JO  U1WJ0  -MAO  ... 
1931X0  161200  -21  10 


Fixed lm Initial  SXxO  S367D  -.*.*0... 
■do-  Art  r«KJ  815  4)  -5*0  .. 

Ill'I  ImHaJ  545 JO  577 JB  -  S.T0  ... 

-do- ACC  833X0  B77J0  -  UJ  . 

MID  Amer  Initial  m  t  326X3  *  I  10  .. 


-do- Acc 
Padlle  Initial 

-do- Act 


428X0  451J0  -  1.70  ... 
1*5  40  205- TO  -100... 
267.90  282X0  -  3.90 


Piupeoy  Initial  195X3  2490 

-dre  Acc  2*6X0  71220 

Imtn-Lnhd  Fnill  I7*«i  l**jo 

do- act  2482B  261.90 

Duuosit  InlriaJ  208J0  2IUD 


■do- ACC 
Euroinlilal 
■do- ACC 


248X0  261.90  -  1 00  .  . 
208X0  2IWJ0  *1110  ,, 
31670  31UD  .  OJO 
ISUO  158  70  -  2.T)... 
1*233  aULD  -  3J0 


IIAUFAX  UFE  LTD 

PO  Bn  2SS.  York  YOI  IYB  Ot*046llin) 

Ufe  Funds 

Found adOQ  35  18  37X3  -  04*  ... 

Balanced  3526  37.12  -  0.48  ... 

Oppotnimty  35 S6  37.43  -  OS6  ... 

Deposit  26*1  27X2  *  002  . . . 

PSTtsion  Funds 

Foundation $2  27 Jo  191/*  -  ajj  ... 

Balan£ed&2  28.15  29x1  -  aca  .. 

Opportunity 52  27.lt  Z3JS2  -  049... 


Fried  Interest  39670  41660 

Odd  TOJtl  83.40 

Managed  832m  87590 

Mflgd  Growth  264JO  27BJ0 

Property  nun  41610 

HesttmBal  Prop  12SXO  131.70 

isb  American  J«2X0  4  lux 

T58  Bril  Guilt  1316X0  138640 

TS8  European  41610  437.10 

T5B  Income  619.10  681X0 

T9B I  nil  5*030  589,90 

TSB  PMinc  399.70  42080 


-  3.10  ... 

-  IJO  ... 

-  9J0  ... 

-  230  .  . 


*080  ... 
-12X0  ... 

-  4X0  ... 

-  am  ... 

-  4.40  . . . 

-  8.70  . . . 


IRISH  UFE  ASSURANCE 

Irish  Ufe  Cadre  Victoria  Street.  Si  Alban*. 

Mem  AU  57T.  DT7Z7  ttlSI 

Global  Managed  7»SJ0  837X1  -  7.90  ... 

Global  Property  3J9XO  35770  . 

G  total  Fried  Tnt  nto.10  ooaxo  -  4  JO  ... 

Globa]  Equity  876  70  922X0  -  9X0  .. 

Global  Cash  239.10  JSLfO  *0.10  .  . 


LEGAL  A  GENERAL  UNn  ASSURANCE 

2  Muntrfiore  Road.  Hove.  SaSMri  BN51SE 

01273824000 

BSocLaUUU  LMXO  Ml  90 

■dreAo:  2C0.1t!  21  IJU  *  am  ... 

Bril  Opps  Ini  202X0  212.70  *  OJO  ... 

-do-  ACC  Z77.IQ  287.SD  •  OJO  .  . . 

cash  [natal  172x1  IBIJQ  *  OJO  .  . 

-do- ACC  322.90  33190  *040  ... 

Equiry  Urinal  44500  H94X0  -5W  .. 

-dre  Are  1771  JO  IBM  60  -1040  .. 

Fried  Inina!  J9SXO  4I5JP  -  3.H) 

-do- Arc  740 JO  779 co  -  5*0  ... 

Inda-LnLdGllt  KASO  I5M0  *  090  ... 

-dtv-A «  2J7.40  249*11  -  1.10  ... 

Inll  Initial  371 X)  3*0  BU  -2J0... 

-do- ACC  685  10  721X2  -4  W  .. 

MBAaged  InlllBl  609160  Ml.ro  -4X0  ... 

■dee Aec.  1142*0  1202X0  -  MO  ... 

Property  initial  232. 10  24440  -  020  . . . 

-dC-ACC  435  10  4SUD  -  OJP  ... 


LINCOLN 

The  Quays.  I0M05  Oaten!  Kaod. 
Middx  UB8  ILL  OIMS2D0200 
EquJl)  L'niU  £198X9  ...  - 

Property  Units  1184X0  33*2X0 
Hal  Bd  Eire  Unit  8*NX0  *491X0 
2nd  Equity  AR  936.70  *85.90 
2nd  High  Inc  Ar  910.40  Q'BJO 
2nd  Property  Are  2»70  303.70 
2nd  Mnpd2ACC  2 1  LeU  228X0 


LmlMOIld  3  ATT  622.7D  655  40 
2nd  Mnyd  4  Acc  2*4AJ  309.40 
2nd  Ctep-wll  Are  31670  313JO 
2nd  Gill  UC  3W  JD  388X0 
2nd  Amer  are  1115X0  117400 
2nd  Inil  Mny  ACC  249M  jtzto 
2nd  Indea  act  24160  254.10 
2nd  Far  Eax  Are  35J.«  371.90 
2nd  Global  Are  203.10  21670 
2nd  Euro  ACC  2JI.ro  243.4U 
2nd  Japan  Are  II7.H  145.10 
2nd  Inter  BdArt  iTHiD  IB7J0 
2nd  Cup  Gilt  Are  17640  185X0 
er-LatirenUan 


■125X0  .. 

-  5X0  .  . 
-56J33  .  . 
-640  .. 

-  4J0  .  . 

-  0-»  ... 

-  1X0  .  . 

-  jro  .. 

-  2X0  ... 

*  OJO  ... 

- 1«  . 

-  3£P  .  . 

-  2J0  .  . 

•  IX)  .. 

-1610  ... 

-  i.ro  ... 

-  IJO  ... 


Prnprny  Mbtu  M0.T0 

Managed  syexo  sw.10 

American  6M.10  wjb 

LOC  Equity  Fd  080X1  71SU 

Japan  151.90  159X0 

litda-L&d  216*0  zr.  ro 

Hlfib  Yield  1264X0  D31.00 

Money  450X0  473.50 

ImenuiroRal  456*3  4*00 

perpetual  JUSIve  414X0  43670 

Gnnrrh  Are  87640  92 1  JO 

GUI  Edged  KJJO  55020 


WUy  Tld 
Bid  Oiler  •/-  % 


211X0  222X0  -  1.40  ... 
II7X0  1*670  -  IJO  ... 


LONDON  UFE 

NO  Temple  Street  Bristol.  BSI I 

OU7  984  7777 

Eqidly  1  J  313X0 

Fried  Inm  1  SJSJ» 

Propettyi  4*0® 

Dcptnlll  131*0 

Mired!  KC.ro 

Indexed  Stock  I  26110 

imcmartonalt  349X0 

EquByM  rol.90 

Fixed  Ini  Ai  23680 

Property  A 1  21040 

DeptwnAi  1*4.10 

Mixed  Al  262X0 

lodeaSlo&At  205 JU 

Inientmtonal  A I  217.40 
EqnUyPI  1163*0 

Fried  Ini  PI  741X0 

Property  P  r  378.4) 

Deposit  Pt  799.90 

Mired  PI  77580 

in  dot  Stock  P 1  302-60 

Intenutttonal  PI  <24.90 

LONDON  »  MANCHESTER 
Winriadr  Park.  Eacur  EXS  IDS. 
Inv  TniHCopt  66110 

-do-  Arc  1  126040 

Property  op  7  I40LTO 

-do- Acc  t  25410. 

Fsdlnraea  cap  I  213.10 
-do- ACC  I  399J0 

Equity  capt  42s<u  .  . 

•do- Are!  798.70 

inmudChpi  262-JO 

-do- Are  I  482.70 

Gtd  Deposit  Cap  I  159X0 
do- ACC  1  289-20 

Flexible  cap  I  420.70 
-do- ACT  t  780.10 

Moneymaker  Fd  t  584.90 

Capital  Grown  i  aaiJo 


MAG 

Victoria  Road.  CTtrirndord.  Easee  CM  1 1FB 
0O452662M 

AOtcrBondAre  7IQ80  74650  *  OLD  ... 

Amer Rec Bond  09 UO  93580  -  4-30  ... 

Am SmlrCosBd  MJO  387X0  *  680  ... 

Australasia  Bd  31040  147X0  -  680  ...  • 

Cnmrnodiiy  Bond  sum  <XL90  . 

Depcull  Bond  Are  40380  421*0  -  070  ... 
Equity  Band  Are  204380  2I45JD  *  180  ... 
European BdAK  9>5CO  62580  -  770  ... 

Extra YldBd ACC  I0KJ0  II90XJ  -UK  .  . 

Gilt  Bond  ACC  S4540  572.70  -  400  ... 

Gold  Bund  ACC  1 54  JO  162.10  -1*0... 

HltS  Yield  Band  445 JO  467.n0*  -4.10  ... 

IndCX-LnkGI  Bd  242X0  254  40  *  0X0  ... 

Inlrmmkmal  Bd  949W3  *»7  JD  -  7.70  ... 

Japan  Bond  Are  18480  19410  -  090  ... 

Japan  5m  ats  Ac  l»9.<«3  199.50  *aao... 

Managed  Bonds  1164X3  122210  -1200  .. 

Prop  Bond  ACC  50180  611X0  *35J90  ... 

Rec  Bund  Are  I0OS80  1150.70  »  670  .. 

5  East  Asia  Bd  Are  321X0  337  JO  -6X0... 

MGM  ASSURANCE 

MCM  Htroto.  Hew  Road.  Warihioa 

ENU2DY.  UQ03204UI 

UK  Equity  124J0  34180  -  320  ... 

UK  Equlry  Are  905X0  SEJO  -  44X  ... 

Special  301  I33JO  14080  -  IJO  ... 

special sia acc  20210  219.10  -  200  ... 

Akmh American  27220  28680  -010  ... 

**  American  Are  42440  446*0  -  OJO  ... 

PadDcBartn  12650  343.B3  -  7433  ... 

PadncBaslDAa  so*.*w  su.ro  -law  ... 

Fried  interest  JI9JC  1362a  *  leo  .  . 

Fried  Interest  Acc  4*SJ0  52460  -  170  ... 

property  icaxo  toojo  *oio... 

Property  Acc  m  10  31280  -  OJO  ... 

Dnwsii  i«*a  16*20  .  .  .. 

DepasUAre  243JO  25620  •  OJO  ... 

Managed  379X0  356.90  -  370  ... 

ManacedAre  486.4)  sizw  -  aju  ... 

MERCHANT  INVESTORS 
SI  BarUuluuann  Home  Lenta  Mad 
Bristol  BSI2NH 
HI792M3M 


453.10  476*0 
8X40  280.40 


property  46L60  48900 

UK  Equity  MllO  369.40 

GlbEd^rd  749JD  78B.7D 

Imeiusl  Fond  447.7V  471  JO 

MalUgrilM  6*320  677  00 

lml  Equity  7772a'  bibjci 

Nor* American  3*020  3S8.ID 

FarEan  453. 10  476  *0 

lml  Currency  8X40  28040 


NPI 

48  Gnceebareli 
OT7I  (234200 
Manaffil 
L'K  Equity 
ocemat  Eqimy 
Americas 
Far  East 
Pltjpeny 
Fried  Inarm 
IndcredDlb 
Deposit 


Street  Loadoa  EC3P1HH 

699.10  693.70  -  3X0  ... 

*54X0  100480  -9.IU  ... 
Ml  JO  Aliin  -  630  .  . 

Ml 20  I0MX0  -  0*a  ... 

534 M.  5M.T0  -  6.10  ... 

246*0  2S9  70  *a70  ... 

477.10  502283  *  470  ... 

27680  291.10  *  1-60  ... 

243.70  2S6JO  •  020  , . . 


NAT  WEST  UFE  ASSCE  LTD 

PO  Boot  IM,  Triaily  Qmaj,  Bristol  BSWSU 
0II7W4M0 

Growth  Mfd  Pun  |MJ0  I908U  -  1X0  .  . 

NORWICH  UNION  UFE  INSURANCE 
SOCIETY  -  Ek  NUAM  M 
PO  Bvh  Ha  Norwich  NR31PP 
M6Q362Z30 

Managed  Fund  206IJD  2J70CO  -10X3  .. 

Equity  Fund  4861 JO  5117.20  -2L50  ... 

Property R1  72170  75*70  -540... 

Fried  lot  Fd  74*20  lanaj  -  *xo  . . 

DeposilFmd  3*5X0  41643  *  fl«  ... 

,1ml  Fund  3TO20  3J7nO  -  |  .qj 


ASSCE 

00*2283456 

-  23B  .  .. 

-  320  ... 

*  oio  ... 

-  1.70  ... 

-  1*0  ... 

-  IJO  ... 

-  5.90  ... 

-  1X0  ... 

-  2.10  ... 

•  OJO  7J0 
-  200  ... 

-  4 JO  ... 

-  380  ... 
-1650  ... 


WUy  YM 
Bid  offer  *1-  % 

OLD  MUTUAL 

2  Bartta  Way.  Hook,  Hams  RGZJ9XA 
U2567UUS 

Equity  Fund- ACE  435X3  458.90  .  380  ... 
Fad  Intern  ACC  300J0  317X0  -  280... 
InHdiBriaiulAee  3IB.IO  33580  r  1X0  ... 
Managed  Acc  29050  30650  -10X0  ... 
Property  Are  21480  22670  -  OJD  ... 
Money  Are  172.90  182X0  *010... 

Spec  Mb  Are  241-10  2S4A0  -3.70  ... 
Japan  Equity  Are  *680  IQ2J0  *040... 
N  Amer  ACC  26380  27610  ♦  IJO  ... 
PadXcAre  I35J0  14280  —4JD  ... 

European  Are  30870  325.70  -  280  . . . 


PEARL  ASSURANCE 

The  Ptotri  Courc.  Lynch  Wood.  Wntow^t 

PE26FY.  01733470  470 

In*  Prop  Drir  14810  155.90  *020... 

Pmp  Ate  (Grots)  355.90  J74.IO  *0X0  ... 

Inv  Equity  1881  JO  148080  -2x80  ... 

lov Managed  Ulixo  127480  -13J8D  ... 

R« Managed  MI630  14*090  -11X0  ... 

'  For  PiDrideni  Mutual  see  General  Acddapi 


PUL'D  ENTIAL 

HUM m  Ban  Loadoa  EON  MU 
M71«B9222 

Managed  493X0  S  13.90  ♦  4J0  .. 


PRUDENTIAL  INDIVIDUAL  UFE  FDS 
I  Stephen  Streei,  Load  on  WIP2AP 
0I7I503Z78 

Managed  Ftond  108650  1143.70  -6*0  ... 
Equity  Fund  238200  2507X0  -  *J0  ... 

lull  Food  80650  849X0  -  S.90  ... 

Fried Iraeren  <«.*  72630  -  zro  ... 

Property  Fund  53100  sea*o  •  tuo  ... 

Cash  Pood  408X0  4B9JO  *040  ... 
Pacific  Basin  327.10  344X0  -  5X0  ... 

N  American  W  465.10  .4*980  -  2JD... 

Euro  Fund  44SJO  46980  -  580  ... 

Balanced  Fund  2J5XO  22680  -  1.10  ... 

suairgle Fund  311X0  2SJ.ro  --  ijo  ... 


ROYAL  HERITAGE  UFE  ASSURANCE 
PeOnhonmgfc  8a4s»  PorV  Paorbarwigk 
PE26GG.  W733 3*0000  .  . 

Mult  Grow  145)1  1057X0  -75X0  ... 

do- ACC  533J3  561  JO  . 

Op  Prop  56480  594  JO  *38 0  ... 

Op  Equity  143620  1534X0  -17.10  ... 

Op  High  Yield  733 JO  77180  -  680  ... 

Op  Manured  10*550  1 1 53  JO  -  9J0  ... 

Op  Deposit  438.10  46  UP  . 

Japansmlr  M8J0  isojo  *5.10... 

Manaf^d Gth  3S5J0  405.40  *4X0  ... 

Brush  557.90  587  JO  *21.50  .. 

Glottal  Bond  12640  13X10  -  040  ... 

Gold  Share  84.40  8880  *  280  ... 

Japan  3M.9D  JS2JD  *  OJO  . . . 

UKSmlrCOI  60*80  64IJU  *17.10  ... 


Op  Deposit  438.10  46  UP  . 

Japansmlr  M8J0  ispjd  *5.10... 

ManatffdGlti  385J0  405.40  *4X0  ... 

Brush  557.90  587  JO  *21.50  .. 

Gloaal  Bond  126*0  13X10  -  QXO  ... 

Gold  Share  84.40  8880  *  280  ... 

Japan  334.9D  JS2JD  *  OJO  . . . 

UKSmlrCOI  609 JO  64140  *17.10  ... 

Mrigd Growth  6453X1  676*0  *1380  ... 

ROY  AL  UFE  INSURANCE 
New  Hall  Price,  Lnopral  U93HS 

otsimnu 

Reyal  Lite  Unit  linked 

Managed  Fund  53030  SSSJO  -  590  .. 


SAVE  A  PROSPER 
5J-21  WtaoiKmd,  riarii  Esn 
RMI3LB.  WTOS  7569*4 
Bal  Inv  Fund  9U0  I05J0  -  040  2J4 

Deporil  Pund  U)  42580  45(160  *  040  67! 

Gill  FUDd  646J0  68100  -  X80  7X1 

Gtobal  Equliy  Fd  30090  3I8JD  -  1.40  .. 

Property  Fund 12640  13300  ...  672 

ag  Bond  Fuad  iTOsa  isua  -020  .  .. 


SCOTTISH  AMICABLE 
I5n  St  Viaccnf  SOM.  Gtaeoa 
01412412323 


Pried  ln>ere*t  **680 
lnda-Unksi  229X0 
Intemattonal  546JO 

property  J4Q60 

Clan  25620 

Monaiied  6I7J3 

cope  teed  Bd  |*uo 
*5»  Safeguard  112.1a 
1006  Soleguanl  unto 
Wealth  Prai  Cap  l«  90 
WealuiPmlae  40J0 


87000  *IJJ0 
**680  *70X0 
229X0  24I.W 
54620  575X0 
34060  35880 
25620  2M.70 
6I7JD  649.70 
1012)  1*000 
112.10 
IQUC 


SCOTTISH  EQUITABLE 

28  Si  Andrew  Square.  Bdkriirek  ; 

cm  36  9m 

Coah  20064  214 J6  * 

HKks-Unkzd  I9b.ro  207 JM  * 

Flied  Interest  226*0  25700  * 

Mixed  360.10  579.10  - 

UK  Equity  ISAM  37650  - 

IDDemathnial  393 JD  361X0  - 

American  46620  4*2.90  - 

Japan  199.10  20060  * 

European  417.ro  4M.ro  * 

pad  he  349 JO  W7  .«  * 

Technology  6)680  6)0.10  - 

FrsnBdJonqy  247  70  3000  - 


SCOTTISH  UFE  INVESTMENTS 
N  Si  Andrew*  Squm.  Edtohi D>Bb  EH2JYE 
01312252211 

Propeny  254J0  267.70  -tjjo... 

UK  Equity  56020.  UUO  *JD. ... 

American  40300  42S20  -  350  ... 

(tod Be  342.90  J6L»  -  l»  ... 

European  eMdOO  73670  -2350. ... 

□total  Myd  30160  414X0  -  5j»  ... 

Fried Inicnta  2*5 jo  jw.ro  -5J0  ... 


wuy  tld 
Bid  oner  -1-  a. 

index  linked  23620  24670  -20»  .., 

Deposit  219.10  23000  *  0133  ... 

Managed  JW330  420.10  -  5*0  ... 

WortdwUe  145.90  15X60  - 1.90  ... 

Pen  Worldwide  158.90  MAJD  *  250  ... 


SCOTTISH  MUTUAL  ASSURANCE  ' 
n*  B  Vhueel  Slreet  dasgow  CZ5HN 
OMI 2486321 

Flex  Fund  pS)  2347.90  2420J0 
safety  Fund  jqzjo  31s.ro  -  Xm  ... 
Growth  Fond  32610  H3TX)  -150... 
Opportunity  Fd  BUM  34650  -  080  ... 
Cash. FUnd  194.40  204.70  *  OJD  ... 

European  Rind  54JXQ  sm.*o  -1200... 
Clin  6  Fad  Ini  2b  UO  Z75A3  -2.70... 
Index-United  Fd  22 IJO  232.90  *  100  -.:. 
ImenuOtroal Fd  3S980  37B80  -'490  ... 
Nanh  American  411X03  43170  -  l.io  ... 

property  Fund-  13X00  M690  . 

UK  Equity  376X0  39630  -  480... 

Ot Smaller  J35JO  353-20  -  170  ... 


SCOTTISH  PROVIDENT 

i  B  Andrews  Square.  EdUnyk  EH2ZKA 

001556*181 

Mixed  380X0  40050  -  0.90  ... 

Equity  43030  453.10  *  080  ... 

tnienmtoael  34*80  Jfttfa  -  zm  ... 

Property  2WX0  275-30  *  OJO  ... 

Fried  Interea  2*9  JO  31X40  «aiO... 
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Jiidden  forces  slowing  annuity  payouts  Pen 


From  MrJ.  Maclaren 
Sir,  I  am  writing  regarding 
your  two  articles  fTune  to  see 
sense  over  annuities"  and 
“Yields  hit  pensioners".  Week- 
end  Money,  October  4). 

These  pieces  rightly  drew 
attention  to  the  effect  on 
pensioners  of  changes  in  gilt 
prices.  But  there  is  a  hidden 
force  at  work  in  the  life 
assurance  industry  that  adds 
to  their  predicament:  the 
length  of  time  the  insurance 
companies  take  to  pay  out  the 
money  from  their  policyhold¬ 
ers'  pension  plans. 

The  advice  you  quote  from 
the  Annuity  Bureau's  Peter 
Quinton  - . .  “anyone  who  has 
received  a  firm  quote  on  a 


r  Si?1  annuity  rate  before  the 
EMU  report  should  accept  the 
oner,  may  be  hard  to  follow. 

.  Annuity  quotations  are  val¬ 
id  for  a  limited  period  only, 
usoaJIy  14  days.  Yet.  large 
well-known  companies  with 
whom  a  policyholder  may 
have  been  saving  for  many 
years  unashamedly  stare  that 
they  need  five  days  to  draw  a:  - 
cheque  for  the  pension  fund 
payout.  The  post  adds  another 
two  days  of  delay.  This  means 
that  a  policyholder  who  wish¬ 
es  to  take  the  “open  market 
option"  and  have  his  acaimu- 
lated  pension  fund  transferred 
to  another  company  paying  a 
better  annuity  rate  has  al- 
.  ready  lost  half  of  the  annuity  - 


validity  period.  The  concept  of 
the  open  market  option  has 
now  been  established  for 
many  years  but  some  insur¬ 
ance  companies  are  still  only 
paying  lip  service  to  it.  Ir  is 
time  they  acted  in  the  policy- 
holders'  best  interests  and 
established  procedures  and 
trained  their  staff  to  process 
payouts  urgently. 

Yours  faithfully, 

john  Maclaren, 

Bee  Close  House. 

Little  Preston,  . 

Daventry,  Northants. 

From  MrM.  Woodman 
Sir,  Marianne  Curphey’s  arti¬ 
cle  TGet  better  value  when 
you  buy  your  annuity".  Week¬ 


end  Money.  September  27). 
points  out  that  it  takes  about 
ten  years  for.  payments  from 
an  escalating  annuity  to  catch 
up  with  those  from  a  level 
annuity. 

She  might  well  hare  added 
thar  it  will  take  twice  as  long 
before  the  total  cash  received 
from  an  escalating  annuity 
equals  the  amount  received 
from  a  fixed  annuity  —  and 
what  about  the  notional  inter¬ 
est  on  the  difference  in  those 
early  years? 

An  alternative  is  the  "with 
profits”  annuity. 

Yours  faithfully. 

MICHAEL  WOODMAN. 

5  Hithersand  Close. 

Hampton  Lucy,  Warwick. 


Scottish  pensioners  facing 
a  double  tax  whammy 


."r&HtANts  5gg 


From  MrJ.G.  Campbell 
Sir.  Dr  R.  Law  (Pensioners 
deserve  to  keep  their  fep 
benefits.  Weekend  Money 
Letters.  September  27)  is 
right  to  deplore  the  way  in 
which  pensioners  will  lose 
out  through  the  ending  of 
Pep  tax  allowances  and  the 
abolition  of  tax  relief  on 
health  insurance  for  those 
over  60. 

He  is  fortunate  to  live  in 
England.  Pensioners  like  my¬ 
self  living  in  Scotland  will 


suffer  in  the  same  way  but,  in 
addition,  will  have  to  pay 
Scottish  income  tax  on  pen¬ 
sions  on  top  of  the  tax 
imposed  by  Westminster  — 
not  to  mention  a  23  per  cent 
increase  in  council  tax  here 
this  year.  Scottish  pensioners 
are  to  be  an  endangered 
species. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 

6a  Lennox  Court, 

18  Stockiemuir  Avenue. 
Beared  en,  Glasgow. 
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Matthew  Wall  says  good  deals  are  just  a  few  keystrokes  away 

Search  the  Net  for  the 


*  ■  there  is  now  a  wealth  of 
I  information  about  per- 
X.  sona]  equity  plans  (Peps) 
available  to  investors  via  the 
riuijMpn  in  aT7  Internet  As  long  as  you  have 
Off  access  to  a  personal  computer. 
^  **""*"-  Vl  1  a  modem,  and  an  Internet  ser- 
r  -  •  --  vice  provider,  everything  you 

—  —  might  want  to  know  about 
Peps  is  a  few  keystrokes  away. 

In  April  this  year  there  was 
even  a  launch  of  a  Pep  that  is 
sold  exclusively  over  the  Inter- 
net,  offering  lower  annual 
*v  management  charges  as  a  res¬ 
ult  of  the  lower  administration 
_  .costs. 

Typing  the  phrase  “personal 
.  equity  plans"  into  an  Internet 
search  engine  throws  up  more 
.  than  400  relevant  sites  on  the 
World  Wide  Web,  the 
Internet’s  most  accessible  net- 
M>rk.  It  can  appear  that  evexy- 
>ne  wants  to  tdl  you  about 
?eps,  including  independent 
manrial  advisers,  stodcbro- 
cers,  performance  data  provid- 
ts  and,  of  course.  Pep 
iroviders  themselves. 

The  best  way  of  sifting 
hrough  this  mountain  of  dec- 
roiiic  financial  information  is 
o  start  at  an  alt-purpose  pers¬ 
onal  finance  information  site. 
Jood  examples  of  these  in- 
Jude  Find1.  Money  World2 . 
-jid  Interactive  Investor3. 

In  among  the  general  per- 
onal  finance  information  are 
ectians  on  Peps,  telling  you 
ow  they  work  and  how  they 
re  regulated.  There  are  also 
nks  to  the  Web  sites  of  many 
f  the  major  Pep  providers  and 
omparative  performance  data 
n  all  types  of  Pep,  including 
le  corporate  bond,  tracker  and 
i vestment  trust  varieties. 
Stockbrokers  and  IFAs  are 


latest  Pep  information 


A  computer  can  reveal  all  you  need  to  know  about  Peps 


realising  that  the  Inland 
allows  than  to  save  on  die 
costs  associated  with  paper- 
based  marketing. and  distri¬ 
bution.  although-  online 
services  are  by  no  means  fully 
electronic  yet  Intermediaries 
can  also  reach  a  much  wider 
audience  this  way  and  com¬ 
munication  can  be  more  dir-' 
ect  Their  Web  sites  are 
becoming  increasingly  inter¬ 
active.  For  example;  Nigel 
Bourke  &  Co4,  an  IFA  based 
in  Stockton-on-Tees,  Cleve¬ 
land,  asks  potential  users  of 
its  execution-only  service  to 
fill  in  an  online  form  giving 
details  of  the  particular  Pep 
they  are  interested  in.  It  gives 
a  list  of  21  major  providers. 
After  investors  have  selected 
the  provider  they  are  interest¬ 


ed  in  and  typed  in  their 
details,  die  form  can  be  sub¬ 
mitted  electronically  and  the 
relevant  Pep  application  form 
returned  by  post 
NBC  Direct  as  Nigel 
Bourke  calls  its  execution- 
only  arm,  will  rebate  all  die 


initial  commission  it  would 
normally  receive  from  the  sale 
of  the  Pep.  This  is  commission 
that  investors  would  normally 
have  to  pay  even  if  they 
bought  the  Pep  direct  from  the 
provider. 

The  beauty  of  the  Internet  is 
that  it  makes  shopping 
around  so  ranch  easier  for 
investors,  even  if  a  totally 
electronic  process,  including 
application  and  payment  is 
still  some  way  off. 

Fidelity  is  blazing  a  trail  in 
this  area.  Earlier  this  year  it 
allowed  its  customers  to  pay 
for  their  Peps  online,  using 
debit  card  details  transmijted 
over  the  Internet  Other  prod¬ 
uct  providers  are  bound  to 
follow,  once  fears  about  the 
security  and  privacy  of  online 
payments  and  applications 
have  been  assuaged. 

1  www.findxo.uk 

2  wwwjnoneyworkLco.uk 

3  www.iiixo.uk 

4  www.nigelbourke.co.uk 

Weekend  Money  is  today 
publishing  a  separate  guide  to 
investing  in  personal  equity 
plans 


Penalties  that 
punish  the 
wrong  party 

From  MrEJ.  Hart 
Sir.  When  a  manufacturer  is 
found  guilty  of  malpractice 
and  in  consequence  is  subject 
to  a  fine,  the  remedy  is  to 
increase  the  price  of  future 
products. 

When,  however,  a  mutual 
fife  assurer,  such  as  Friends 
Provident  is  fined,  and  to  die 
tune  of  £475,000,  there  is  no 
such  convenient  solution,  the 
premiums  being  fixed,  and  the 
mutual  funds,  the  exclusive 
property  of  the  policyholders, 
are  thus  depleted. 

Of  course,  such  malpractice 
must  not  only  be  condemned 
but  punished,  and  severely  so. 
but  when  innocenr  policyhold¬ 
ers  of  a  non-shareholding 
office  are  disadvantaged,  an 
alternative  should  have  been 
found. 

It  is  entirely  wrong  that  the 
board,  and  those  of  the  sales 
force  who  were  guilty  of 
malpractice,  should  escape  fi¬ 
nancial  responsibility.  Public 
shame  is  insufficient  for  the 
shameful  practices  perpetrat¬ 
ed,  and  the  commissions 
gained  in  consequence.  A  fine 
of  such  magnitude  is  counter¬ 
productive,  and  in  no  manner 
reflects  the  condign  punish¬ 
ment  merited  by  those  who 
have  brought  lasting  shame 
on  the  pension  industry  hith¬ 
erto  enjoying  deserved  public 
trust. 

1  am  not  a  policyholder  of 
Friends  Provident.  If  T  were,  I 
should  be  taking  advice  as  to 
the  legality  of  the  fine  being 
paid  from  mutual  funds. 

Yours  faithfullv. 

E.  HART, 

20.  Chapelacre  Grove, 
Helensburgh. 

Prize  prospects 
at  a  premium 

From  Ms  V.  Blaber 
Sir,  Regarding  the  recent  corr¬ 
espondence  over  Premium 
Bonds  as  an  investment  one 
has  to  consider  the  worst-case 
scenario,  ie,  the  probability  of 
not  winning  a  prize. 

An  investment  of  £1,000  for 
a  year  is  more  likely  not  to  win 
a  prize  (0.532)  than  to  win 
(0.468).  A  holding  of  £5,000 
has  only  0231  probability  of 
winning  a  prize  in  any  month 
but  if  kept  in  for  a  year  has  a 
high  probability  (0.958)  of 
winning  at  least  one  prize. 

Even  £10,000  is  still  quite 
likely  not  to  win  a  prize  in  a 
month  (0-591).  So  like  many 
investments  it  has  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  either  as  a  possible 
return  in  the  long  run,  or  a 
short-term  gamble. 

Yours  faithfullv, 

VALERIE  BLABER, 

65  Seven  Sisters  Road, 

Lower  Wiliingdon, 

East  Sussex. 

Leficn  or  information  for  Week¬ 
end  Money  may  be  sent  also  to 
The  Tunes  by  fax  to  0171-782  5082. 
Letters  should  include  a  daytime 
telephone  number.  The  Times 
regrets  it  cannot  always  give  an 
individual  reply  or  advice  and 
asks  that  original  documents  are 
nor  sent  in. 
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Direct  Line  Rates 


SAVINGS  RATES 


Direct  Line  Imran t  Accent  Account 


MORTGAGE  RATE 


Direct  I  inn  Standard  Variable  Mortgage  Rate 


APR 


AI  nuH  cornet  at  3rd  October  1997. 
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0181  649  9099 


0181  667 1121 
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Smirrrr  Dina  Unt  Hnandal  Senrka,  For  Junker  iufermmlon  aUmt  either 
eftks  Dina  Lineprodnas  listed above,  please  plume  the  appropriate 
number  above  quoting  rtf.  TTBB26  ~ 
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MORTGAGE  RATE  FIXED 
TO  NOVEMBER  1999. 


Yes,  I  have  been  in  taB-titne  employment  or  seftanployed  for  tin  last  3  yeas.  □ 

.  Yes,  I  have  a  good  payment  record  on  ad  my  mortgage  and  loan  agreements.  EH 
Yes,  I'd  Ska  to  bomw  op  to  3  times  my  annual  Income  (2^  tones  joint  mcome).El 
Yes,  I'd  flke  a  loan  for  up  to  85%  of  the  value  of  my  home.  □ 

.  It’s  going  to  be  an  uncertain  couple  of  years  for 
mortgage  rates;  but  it  needn't  be  for  you. 

'  With  our  new  Fixed  Rate  Mortgage  you  can  be  sure  of 
__  _  _  exactly  what  you're  paying  until  November  1999,  if  you 

(OhOTaIi  are  an  existing  customer  on  the  move,  or  a  new 

Apa _  mortgage  customer.  Applicants  must,  take  out  a 

Woolwich  Homewtse  buildings  and  contents  policy. 

To  And  out  how  to  fix  your  mortgage  rate  with  Woolwich  Direct,  just  call 
us  for  an  immediate  personal  quotation  quoting  reference  TX1110.  Hurry 
though,  we  may  not  be  able  to  keep  this  offer  open  for  long. 

Get  much  more  with 

WOOLWICH 


DIRECT 


0645  75  75  75 
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OFIVAT,  the  water  regula¬ 
tor.  launched  a  fresh  anack 
an  dividend  payments  on 
Wednesday  after  publishing 
figures  that  showed  com¬ 
panies  paid  out  more  than 
E6  billion  to  shareholders 
over  the  past  four  years. 

Ian  Byan.  Director-Gener¬ 
al  of  Ofwat,  voiced  his 
concerns  about  whether  divi¬ 
dends  were  sustainable  and 
demanded  more  transparen¬ 
cy.  He  said:  "Customers  and 
the  regulator  want  to  see 
where  dividends  are  coming 
from  so  that  we  can  be 
satisfied  they  are  justified.” 
In  real  terms,  dividend  pay¬ 
ments  by  water  companies 
have  increased  55  per  cent 
since  1992-93. 

□  Ombudsman  schemes  to 
deal  with  consumer  com¬ 
plaints  are  being  hampered 
because  too  few  people  know 
about  them,  the  Consumers’ 
Association  says. 

According  to  its  report 
published  on  Wednesday, 
more  people  claimed  to  have 
heard  of  the  Travel  Indus¬ 


try  Ombudsman"  than  the 
Pensions  Ombudsman,  even 
though  the  travel  scheme 
does  not  exist.  The  best 
known  scheme,  the  Banking 
Ombudsman,  was  recog¬ 
nised  by  only  42  per  cent  of 
people. 

The  association  also  called 
for  regulation  of  the  rapidly 
rising  number  of  private 
ombudsman-type  schemes 
and  said  that  unless  an 
agreed  standard  was  drawn 
up  for  all  ombudsmen,  it 
would  be  impossible  for 
consumers  to  know  if  they 
were  being  offered  a  fair. and 
effective  arbitration  service. 

□  Headline  inflation  rose 
from  35  per  cent  in  August 
to  3.6  per  cent  in  September, 
the  highest  level  for  two 
years.  According  to  analysts, 
the  surprise  rise  will  in- ' 
crease  costs  to  the  social 
security  budget  and  jeopar¬ 
dise  the  Government’s 
spending  plans. 

The  total  benefits  bill  will 
increase  by  E2  billion  in  1995- 
99,  £500  million  more  than 


the  Government  had  previ¬ 
ously  forecast. 

□  About  170, OCX)  British 
policyholders  with  Austra¬ 
lian  Mutual  Provident  Soci¬ 
ety.  the  insurer  and  fund 
manager,  will  receive  shares 
worth,  on  average,  £3,000 
when  it  floats  on  the  Austra¬ 
lian  and  New  Zealand  stock 
exchanges  next  year.  Shares 
are  scheduled  to' be  allocated 
in  January'  and  the  listing  is 
planned  for  mid-1998.  valu-. 
mg  the  company  at  A$9.4‘ 
billion  (£4.2  billion). 

□  On  Tuesday.  Helen  Lid¬ 
dell,  Economic  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  met  two  vic¬ 
tims  of  the  pensions  mis- 
selling  scandal  who  have 
been  compensated  finally. 
Christine  Culbert,  from 
London,  and  Stella  Gardner, 
from  POoIe.  Dorset,  told  her 
of  their  years  of, waiting  for 
settlements  from  Guardian 
Financial  Services  and  Ab¬ 
bey  Life  from  whom  they 
bought  personal  pensions  in 
the  late  Eighties. 


Investors 

Beware 


Are  you  missing  out  on  wbat  could  be  a  major 
investment  opportunity  -  the  healthcare  sector? 


+  494%  SINCE  LAUNCH* 

— 
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t  Health  Fund  over  its  ten  year  life  has 
been  outstanding.  The  Fund  invests  in 
_  companies  that  aim  to  provide 

innovative  products  or  solutions  to 
HII^A  a  wide  variety  of  medical  needs. 
jfisPV  Investors  who  take  a  long  term 
I  jtjjr  view  may  well  find  the  Fund  one  of 

the  best  routes  into  this  exciting  sector. 

Contact  us  today  or  speak  to  your 
Independent  Financial  Advisee. 


Please  send  me  “ The  case  for  investing  in  healthcare ”.  Return  the  coupon  to:  Framlington 
Unit  Management  Limited,  Freepost,  P.O.  Box  2,  Tuyford,  Reading,  Berkshire  RG1Q  SBR . 


ADDRESS _ 

Postcode 

If  you  do  not  uish  to  meav  details  of  Framlington  products  in  future,  please  tick  the  bm  Q  ■niimvs»H 

•  Saura-  Micro?*],  otter  to  but,  net  income  reinvested  to  15  Septemtxr  1997.  Laundi  date  3  Apnll987.  Issued  by 
Frantiington  Un\t  Management  Limited,  restated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority  and  WIRO.  Member  of  AUTtf. 
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Now  you  co  eo,oy  besr-sollinfi  YOU’LL 

personal  finance  magazine  FR£E  tor  i  months. 

Take  advantage  of  expert  advice  on  how  to  spend,  AND  JARGON -FREE  ADVICE 

save,  invest  and  plan  for  the  future.  Subscribe  EVERY  MONTH 

today  by  completing  and  returning  the  Direct  •  Expert  advice  from  experts  hi  banking. 
Debit  form  below.  We  won't  charge  your  account  investment  and  pensions  •  Best  buys  - 
uncil  you've  received  your  3  free  issues.  By  rhen  that  will  truly  enrich  your  spending 

we  believe  you’ll  find  n  indispensable.  ■  Increased  earning  power-  reliable  tips 

Save  £8.40  on  our  annual  cover  price  from  blue  chip  companies  to  alternative 
Whats  more.  MONEYWISE  will  start  investments  •  Frank  Information  on  your 

saving  you  money  straight  awn>-  -  not  only  are  rights  as  a  taxpayer,  investor,  mortgagee 

your  first  issues  absolutely  FREE  but  your  and  consumer  •  How  to  increase  returns  on 
suscripcion  will  be  just  £6  a  quarter,  a  saving  of  all  your  investments  •  Monthly  features  and 
£S.-w  on  the  published  annual  price  of  £32.40.  in-depth  Investigations  •  Information  on 

Why  hesitate-  Subscribe  at  once  for  a  richer  share  movements  and  hOUSS  prices 

future. 
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Caroline  Merrell  on  the  returns  savers  can  expect 

short-term  interest  raws  «g: . 1 
go,  into  reverse.  He  £  . 
Sailing  against  save^  „ 

into  high  shon-wnn  ^f^, 
rates  now,  only  to  t«ewr; 

rSSif  Sri^l  &  «*■. 

%JSnf,  Woolwich.  Pottmap 

The  interest  raws  fend I 
around  the  7  per  cenr  teWk 
again  with  the  better  rate? 
offered  over  ihe  shorter  term.  . 
for  example,'  Coventry  Budd¬ 
ing  Sodety  off^  *  . 

bSdthathasarawof7.4pj. 
cent  on  the  minimum  balance ,- 

of  £5,000.  while  balances  of  . 
greater  than  £10.000  cany  a  ' 
rate  of  7.6  per  cenL  .  , 

The  Alliance  &  - 

also  offers  a  three-year  fixed-.  * 
raw  bond  for  those  who  have 
more  than  £5,000  to  invest  » 
The  rate  kicks  off  at  7.1  per  % 
cent  in  the  first  year,  and  rises 
to  7 3  per  cent  in  year  three. 

Those  who  are  wary  about ; 
locking  up  their  money  for  too 
long  a  period  when  interest  . 

rates  are  in  siich  a  state  of  Sox.  ; 

could  consider  a  new  account 
from  Flemings  Save  &  Pros-, 
per.  The  Sovereign  30-day  -  . 
notice  account  offers  savers 
7.65  gross  on  balances  of  over 
£25.000,  smaller  balances  of 
between  £5,000  and  £9,999 
attract  a  72  per  cent  interest  . 

rate-  . .  '.■ .... 

The  rate  teats  the  other  - 
reoirns  offered  by  some  of  the 
other  UK  banks.  For  example, 
the  Abbey  National  Investors 
90  account  attracts  an  interest  T 
of  5.45  per  cent  on  £5,000. 
while  the  C&G  90  account 
attracts  interest  of  6  per  cent 
on  the  same  amount  invested. 
Sainsbury's  instant  access  ac¬ 
count,  which  has  attracted  - 
£900  million  since  launch, 
earns  interest  of  63  per  cent. 


The  reverberations  from 
recent  speculation 
about  Britain’s  entry 
into  die  single  currency  have 
begun  to  be  felt  in  the  levels  of 
interest  offered  on  long-term 
fixed-rate  savings  accounts. 

The  returns  an  these  popu¬ 
lar  savings  products  reflect  the 
financial  markets’  view  of  the  - 
future  direction  of  interest 
rates. 

A  subtle  spin  put  on  the 
Government's  views  about  the 
single  cuirency  fed  to  the 
media  earlier  this  month  gave 
the  financial  community  die 
reassurance  it  needed  that  the 
UK  would  join  the  monetary 
union,  perhaps  sooner  than 
expected.  Despite  the  fact  that 
the  pound  is  back  at  die  level  it 
was  before  the  speculation 
started,  the  money  markets, 
which  are  a  barometer  of 
future  interest  rates,  now 
believe  that  rates  will  fall 
sooner  rather  than  later. 

Some  of  the  UK's  biggest 
savings  institutions  have  de¬ 
rided  to  shave  the  rates  off 
their  five  and  three-year  Oxed- 
rate  offerings  because  of  the 
money  market  reaction. 

The  Halifax,  for  instance, 
has  taken  nearly  0J5  per  cent 
off  the  rates  on  some  of  its 
longer-term  fixed-rate  prod¬ 
ucts. 

A  spokeswoman  said: 
“Fixed  rates  are  dependent  on 
the  rates  we  can  get  in  the 
money  markets.  On  the  one- 
year  products  we  have  raised 
rates.  On  the  three-  and  five- 
year  rates  we  do  have  to  make 
some  cuts.” 

For  instance,  rates  on  its 
guaranteed  reserve  product 
have  fallen  by  between  0.15  per 
cent  and  025  per  cent  for 
investments  of  between  £2,000 
and  £10,000.  A  three-year 
guaranteed  bond  will  now  pay 
6.75  percent  interest;  previous¬ 
ly  die  rate  was  7  per  cent  For 


investments  of  greater  than 
E 10,000  the  rates  have  been  cut 
by  between  0Q5  per  cent  and 
025  per  cent.  A  sum  of  £10.000 
invested  for  three  years  “will 
now  attract  an  interest  rate  of 
7.1  per  cent,  compared  with  a 
previous  rate  of  6 .85  per  cent. 

The  Halifax  stepped  income 
reserve  account,  where  rates 
rise  every  year  for  five  years, 
has  also  suffered  from  a  rate 
cut  For  example,  for  invest¬ 
ments  of  between  £2,000  and 
£10,000,  rates  haVe  fallen  by 
around  0.5  per  cent  For 
investments  of  over  £10.000 
the  rate  has  fallen  by  between 
0.1  per  cent  and  02  per  cent 
The '  rates  offered  on  other 
fixed-rate  savings  products  are 
almost  sure  to  follow  suit 

Charles  Finder,  director  of 
retail  savings  at  Abbey  Nat¬ 
ional.  claims  that  UK  retail 
savers  are  facing  something  of 
a  difficult  choice  at  the  mo¬ 
ment.  He  pointed  out  that,  in 
normal  rinrum stances,  long¬ 
term  interest  rates  are  higher 
than  short-term  interest  rates. 
He  said:  "It  is  an  inverted  yield 
curve."  He'  pointed  out  that 


savers  could  get  some  good 
rates  on  short-term  postal 
accounts,  but  this  could  be 
folly. 

He  added-  “What  the  money 
markets  are  telling  us  is  what 
the  course  erf  rates  is  going  to 
be  in  the  future,  both  in  the 
long  term  and  the  short  texm.’* 
He  said  that  savers  hoping  to 
lock  their  savings  into  the 
higher  rates  offered  over  the 
shorter  term  could  be  disad¬ 
vantaged  He  said:  "When 
their  short-term  fixed  rates 
end,  they  could  find  them¬ 
selves  dropping  into  a  lower 
variable  rate.  If  they  try  and 
fix  again  over  a  short  term, 
they  could  find  themselves 
firing  into  a  rate  that  is  lower 
than  the  longer-term  rate  they 
were  offered  in  the  first  place.  “ 

Mr  Pinder  said,  the  current 
shape  of  long  and  short-term 
interest  rates  was  extremely 
unusual.  It  had  only  been, 
replicated  in  1994,  when  the 
UK  unexpectedly  withdrew 
from  die  exchange  rate  mecha¬ 
nism. 

He  believes  that  during  next 
year  the  position  on  long  and 


That  sinking  feeling:  investors  who  hope  to  lode  in  to  long-term  savings  accounts  are  seeing  fixed  rates  falling  fast 


Investment  taken  on  trust 


If  you  fear  the  impact  of  a  stock 
market  crash  oh  your  wealth,  then 
put  your  money  into  investment 
trusts,  or  so  says  die  investment  trust 
industry.  The  Association  of  Investment 
Trust  Companies  (AITC)  is  arguing  that 
investment  trusts  recover  faster  from  a 
stock  market  crash  than  any  other  form 
of  investment,  including  unit  trusts. 

Others  see  these  dams  as  a  cynical 
attempt  to  narrow  the  discounts  that 
have  dogged  this  sector.  A  trust  is  at  a 
discount  when  its  net  asset  value  is 
higher  than  its  share  price.  Today  the 
average  investment  trust  discount  is 
around  12  percent,  having  risen  steadily 
since  it  peaked  at  3  per  cent  in  the 
halcyon  days  of  1993.  Discounts  make 
trusts  unpopular  with  investors.  But  if 
theysuddenly  rushed  whuy  investment 


trusts,  then  these  discounts  would' 
narrow. 

AITC  figures  show  that  at  the  end  of 
December  1990,  a  lump  sum  of  £100 
placed  in  investment  trusts  at  fife  end  of 
October  1967  would  have  yielded  more 
than  £130,  compared  with  less  than  £120 
for  unit  trusts.  The  reatons  for  this 
speedier  recovery  tie  in  the  rates 
governing  investment  trusts  and  special 
features  such  as  gearing  (borrowing' 
money).  In  the  event  ,  of  a  market 
correction,  the  fond  managers  do  not 
have  to  sell  stock  to  meet  unit  redemp¬ 
tion  as  is  the  case  with  unit  trusts, 
investment  trusts  can  also  resort  to 
gearing  —  to  put  their  trusts  bade  on  the 
running  track 

However,  some  experts  would  argue- 
■that history  does  not  always  havfctt habit 


of  repeating  itself.  Ian  Millward  of 
Chase  de  Vere.  the  Bath  independent 
financial  advisers,  said:  “There  is  ho 
reason  why  they  should  recover  any; 
quicker.  They're  talking  about  die  past 
There  is  no  logical  reason  for  invest¬ 
ments  to  behave  in  the  same  way:  Top- 
paricrfmmg  investment  trusts -usually 
beat  top  unit  trusts  because  of  gearing." 

Mr  Mtihvard  also  said  that  investors ' 
who  are  worried  by  stock  marker 
volatility  should  stay  away.  •  ■  •  v  '■ 

“R*cpte  have  been  predicting  a  crash 
for  two  years,  as  soon  as  .the  FFSE  went 
over  3,000  points.  The  market  is 
massively  overvalued.”  Fwjple  investing 
in  the  stock  market  should  be  aware  that 
there  could  be  a  correction  at-any  time. 

; . a*  ■  m*  . ^susan^  Emmett- * 


GT  Global  Dynamic  Theme  Fund . 
Will  you  profit  from  the  changing  world? 


GT^GIobal 


The  world  is  changing,  fast.  World  trade,  medldne,  technology  -  everywhere  the  rules 
are  being  rewritten.  It's  exerting,  daunting  -and  now  there's  a  surer  way  of  turning  it 
to  your  advantage.  The  new  GT  Global  Dynamic  Theme  Fund  being  launched  in  October 
seeks  to  Identify  and  invest  in  the  forces  that  are  driving  this  changing  world. 

As  the  forces  of  change  transcend  traditional  geography,  so  do  we,  seeking  out  the 
companies  that  we  consider  will  benefit  from  them,  anywhere  in  the  world. 

We  believe  every  investor  looking  to  the  Millennium  and  beyond  should  be 
aware  of  the  trends  that  are  driving  global  change.  So  we  are  offering  you  a  free 
copy  of  a  new  independent  guide.  The  Future  of  International  Growth  Investing. 
For  your  copy,  and  to  find  out  more 
about  the  GT  Global  Dynamic  Theme 
Fund,  please  call  us  now  on  0500  48  45  62,  or  see  your  financial  adviser. 


Put  your  money  when  your  mind  is. 


GT  Global 
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Hie  GT  Global  Dynamic  Thane  hem  wffi  be  launched  on  At  2tWi  October  1997.  Manage:  GT  Global  Fund  Management  ltd,  regulated  by  (MHO.  The  price  of  tmhi  and  the  income  from  them 
aw  go  down  at  mwfl  si  up.  and  you  may  not  get  bad  the  amount  invwtod.  Changes  In  the  roe  of  exchange  between  currencies  may  cause  the  value  of  the  Irwertmentsto  kicrBajeaf  dnSnUi 
investment  in  emerging  market*  ii  belli  high  risk  and  potentially  volatile,  tnued  by  GT  Global  investment  Funds  ltd,  regulated  by  IMHO  and  the  Personal  investment  Authority. 
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for  you 


•  EASY  to  understand 

•  EASY  to  afford 

•  EASY  to  grow 


•  EASY  to  change 

•  EASY  to  plan 

•  EASY  to  arrange 


Pensions  by  phone,  call 
anytime  on  0800  77  66  66. 
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as  Patrick  Collinson  says  the  single  currency  buzz  has  prompted  ‘unbelievably  good’  mortgage  deals 


TRENDS  IN  MORTGAGE  RATES:  FROM  THE  LOWS  OF  THE  FIFTIES  TO  UPS  AND  DOWNS  OF  THE  NINETIES 


SmUDiARD VARIABLE  . 
MORTGAGE  RATE  CHANGES 
FROM  1  DECEMBER  1952  '  . 


my 


The  sudden  bi to.  that  the 
pound  may  otter  the 
single  European  curren¬ 
cy  earlier  than  expected  has 
sent  money  market  interest 
rates  tumbling  and  produced  a 
stampede  of  cheap  three-year  to 
five-year  fixed  rate  mortgages. 

Leading  mortgage  brokers 
are  struggling  to  find  superla¬ 
tives  to  describe  the.  recent 
fixed-rate  deals  —  London  & 
Country  said  they  are  '“unbe¬ 
lievably  good”,  while.  John 
Charcol  described  diem  as  “a 
ino-brainer”.  They  also  give 
'warning  that  the  deals  may 
disappear  if  sentiment  turns 
against  early  ERM  entry. 

The  current  variable  mort¬ 
gage  rate  is  between  7.9  and 
.  8.45  per  cent,  largely  depending 
cm  whether  the  lender  is  a 
mutual  or  not  But  after  the  fall 
in  money  market  rates  over  the 
last  two  weeks,  mortgage  com¬ 
panies  are  offering  loans 
pegged  for  five  years  at  only  6^ 
per  cent  in  real  terms,  that 
translates  into  a  monthly  mort¬ 
gage  payment  saving  of  £116  on 
a  £100,000  loan,  taking  pay¬ 
ments  to  E655  per  month, 
according  to  Abbey  National. 

^  Ian  Darby,  a  John  Charcol 


director,  said:  The  recent  talk 
of  early  EMU  entry  has  had  a 
very  marked  impact  on  five- 

year  rates,  bringing  them  down 
by  ai  least  05  per  cent  With 
variable  rates  at  8.45  per  cent, 
five-year  fixes  of  under  7  per 
cent  look  pretty  close  to  a  one¬ 
way  bet  It  would  need  base 
rales  below  525  per  oentbefore 
mortgage  rates  would  match 
these  fixes.  To  me  ips  a  bit  of  a 
no-brainer." 

Rex  Kirk.  Bradford  & 
Bingley  lending  manager,  said: 
“It  is  difficult  to  see  the  stan¬ 
dard  mortgage  rate  going  be¬ 
low  7  per  cent  in  the  next  three 
to  four  years.  A  five-year  fix  at 
these  sorts  of  rates  is  a  reason¬ 
able  gamble." 

John  Charcol  is  currently 
recommending  five-year  fixed 
rate  offers  from  Abbey  Nat¬ 
ional  at  6.49  per  cent,  hot  gives 
warning  that  the  rate  is  only 
open  to  those  people  able  to  put 
down  a  25  per  cent  deposit  For 
-borrowers  unable  to  put  down 
such  a  deposit  it  recommends 
NatWesrs  6.99  five-year  fix. 
which  requires  a  deposit  of  just 
5  per  cent 

However,  borrowers  who  go 
to  rival  mortgage  broker 


London  &  Country  are  more 
likely  to  be  reasruhended  a 
three-year  -  fixed  mortgage. 
Bank  base  rates  have  risen  four 
times  in  the  last  five  months, 
and  the  Bank  of  England  is 
expected  to  push  through  more 
small  rises  to  choke  off  infla¬ 
tionary  pressures  in  the  econo¬ 
my.  But  die  City  expects  rates 
to  peak  in  mid-1998  and  then 
begin  to  faJL 

Patrick  Bunton,  London  & 
Country  mortgage  manager, 
said .  that  for  borrowers  to 
maximise  die  gains  from  a 
fixed  mortgage,  a  three-year 
peg  wil]  allow  homeowners  to 
protect  themselves  from  die 
expected  rate  rises  in  1998,  but 
also  take  advantage  of  falling 
variable  rates  in  1998-99. 

But  the  key  to  picking  the 
right  short-term  fixed-rate 
mortgage  is  avoiding  punitive 
early  redemption  penalties, 
which  can  often  be  levied  long 
after  die  benefits  of  the  fixed 
rate  have  run  out  Sane  three- 
year  fixed-rate  loans  wfil  still 
charge  a  redemption  penalty 
up  to  four  years  after  the  fix  has 
run  out 

Mr  Bunion  recommends  a 
6.99  per  cent  three-year  fix 


TAKING  OUT  a  fixed-rate  mortgage  is  not 
the  only  way  for  homebuyers  to  avoid  die 
expected  rise  in  interest  rates  over  die  next  12 
months.  The  alternative  is  to  opt  for  a 
discount  loan. 

A  discount  mortgage  cuts  the  repayments 
an  a  loan  for  a  specified  period  of  time, 
usually  for  a  minimum  of  six  months.  Some 
lenders  are  currently  offering  discounts 
running  over  two  years,  reducing  die 
variable  rate  by  up  to  2  per  cent,  from 
around  8.45  per  cent  to  between  65  per  cent 
and  7  per  cent 

Ian  Dariiy.  director  at  John  Charcol,  said: 
“They  are  for  the  cognoscenti  for  whom  die 
long-term  security  of  fixed,  levd  payments  is 
not  so  important  They  are  for  people  more 


willing  to  take  a  gamble  on  where  interest 
rates  are  going.’’ 

At  .the  end  of  die  discount  period,  the 
mortgage  simply  reverts  to  the  standard 
variable  rate.  For  borrowers  who  believe  that 
interest  rates  will  be  heading  down  in  1999, 
then  a  discount  loan  may  be  die  answer. 

But  discount  mortgages  come  with  the 
same  wealth  warnings  as  fixed-rate  mort¬ 
gages.  Amanda  Davidson  of  Holden 
Meehan,  die  broker,  mi*  “Discount  mort¬ 
gages  lode  you  in  in  die  same  way  as  fixed 
Toots.  You  have  to  check  carefully  the 
redemption  penalties  and  other  dames.  I 
prefer  (he  current  range  of  fixed  deals  over 
longer  periods  of  time.  Short-term  fixes  and 
discounts  offer  less  comfort  for  most  people." 


LOCKING  IN  a  mortgage  at  an  attractive 
fixed  rate  is  not  just  forpeople  about  to  bujra 
new  home.  Any  existing  borrower  can  fix 
their  loan,  but  first  you  need  to  check  if  the 
costs  outweigh  the  benefits. 

■  WiU  changing  yotrr  loan  result  in  an  early 
redemption  penalty?  If  your  existing  loan  is 
a  discount,  cashback  or  fixed  mortgage,  it  is 
very  likely  to  have  redemption  penalties 
which  could  more'  than  cancel  out  the 
benefits  of  switching  to  a  new  fix.  - 

■  Is  the  mortgage  equivalent  to  more  than 
75  per  cent  of  the  value  of  your  home?  If  itis, 
then  a  mortgage  indemnity  premium  will  be 
required,  again  malting  a  switch  to  another 
loan  a  costly  venture. 

■  Legal  fees,  valuation  fees  and  other 
disbursements  wil]  be  incurred  in  remort¬ 
gaging.  These  can  add  up  to  around  £750  to 
£800.  Fixed-rate  mortgages  will  also  cany 
an  arrangement  fee.  typically  around  £200. 

Therefore,  the  cost  erf  remortgaging  adds 
up  to  at  least  £1,000.  However,  even  with 


such  costs,  remortgaging  can  make  sense. 
Ian  Darby,  director  at  John  Chareol,  the 
mortgage  broker,  said:  “The  first  thing  you 
should  do  is  to  contact  your  existing  lender 
and  check  what  deals  they  have  on  offer." 

Many  lenders  will  allow  an  existing 
borrower  to  switch  Into  one  of  their  fixed: 
rate  products  at  litde  cost  rather  than  lose 
their  customer.  This  is  obviously  cheaper 
than  incurring  legal  and  valuation  fees.  But 
if  the  lender  is  unable  to  offer  an  attractive 
fixed  rate  switching  to  another  lender  can 
still  resnh  in  significant  savings.  . 

Mr  Darby  said:  "We  will  make  a 
straightforward  comparison.  In  the  vast 
majority  of  cases,  it  is  still  worthwhile 
making  the  move.  On  a  £100,000  mortgage, 
a  1  per  cent  difference  in  the  mortgage  rate  js 
worth  £1,000  a  year.  So  a  five-year  fix.  saving 
£5,000,  easily  wipes  oot  the  £1,000  remort¬ 
gaging  costs.” 

Patrick  Collinson 
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from  National  Counties  Build¬ 
ing  Society,  although  this  is 
available  only  to  borrowers 
able  to  put  down  a  30  per  cent 
deposit  For  a  deposit  of  only  5 
per  cent  Mr  Bun  ton  recom- 
.  mends  a  7.29  per  cent  fixed-rate 
loan  from  Nationwide. 

Both  the  National  Counties 
and  Nationwide  loan  have 
early  redemption  penalties, 
which  run  for  three  years.  It  is 
also  worth  noting  that  National 
Cbunties  is  the  society  that 
could  potentially  pay  members 
more  than  E5.000  on  demutual¬ 
isation.  although  it  denies  it  is 
going  to  convert 

What  if  the  three-year  peg 
expires  and  variable  rates  have 
still  not  fallen?  Mr  Bun  ton  said 
that  as  the  redemption  penalty 
will  also  have  expired,  borrow¬ 
ers  could  simply  fix  again  at  the 
rate  offered  or  shop  around  for 
another  lender  offering  an  at¬ 
tractive  fixed  rate. 

Advice  on  whether  to  pick  a 
five-year  or  three-year  fix  —  or 
whether  to  fix  at  ali  —  is  easily 
obtainable  from  a  mortgage 
broker.  The  branches  of  build¬ 
ing  societies  or  banks  will  be 
more  drcumspecu 

A  Nationwide  spokesman 
said:  “Even  the  bravest  mort¬ 
gage  lender  is  not  going  to  try 
to  foresee  interest  rates  six 
months  ahead.  We  approach 
mortgage  advice  by  talking 
about  the  different  options  and 
nudgjng  customers  towards 
what  is  suirable  for  them. 
Currently  about  half  of  our 
customers  are  taking  out  fixed- 
rate  mortgages,  which  is  cer¬ 
tainly  higher  than  usual." 
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APPLY  POST  HASTE 


Do  you  want  a  better  return  on  your  savings?  Take  a  look  at  our  instant  access  postal  account  rates,  and 
believe  your  eyes. 

The  account  includes  a  unique  2%  gross  C.A.R.  quarterly  bonus  (based  on  your  minimum  balance  for  the 
quarter)!  On  top  of  that,  if  you  need  access  to  your  money  immediately,  you  can  get  at  it  by  post,  without  delay. 

To  open  an  account,  call  Abbey  National  Direct  on  0800  174  635,  Monday  to  Friday  9am  to  5pm  or  Saturday 
9am  to  1pm,  quoting  reference  A505P  or  call  into  your  local  branch  or  fill 
in  the  coupon  below. 
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7.00% 
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7.25% 
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6.50% 

6.50% 

6.50% 

6.50% 

6.50% 

Direct  Lire 
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555% 
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6.80% 

7.00% 
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630% 
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7.10% 
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Source:  Moneyfacts.  Bonus  Postal  Account  rate*  quoted  cross  c.a.r.  and  include  a  unique  29*  gross  c.a.r.  bonus. 
All  othfr  baits  quoted  cross  p  a.  All  rates  correct  as  at  01.10.97. 
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You  may  he  ahlr  t a  regluer  vriih  ai  so  receive  inurtAi  gross;  other* iu  n  will  be  paid  net  of  Income  lax  41  the  prescribed  Tile.  Rales  may  sarv.  The  minimum  investment  is  bonus 

Is  payable  each  quarter  that  the  balance  of  the  account  dors  noi  fall  below  I?000.  The  Compounded  Annual  Rate  iC.  A.R.)  is  the  equivalent  annual  genu  rate  that  would  be  achieved  i T  interetc, 
which  is  paid  quarterly,  wu  credited  to  the  account.  This  account  is  not  available  to  rciijrnti  of  the  I  sic  of  Mar,  or  the  Channel  islands.  To  assist  us  in  improving  our  semec,  we  may 
record  or  monitor  telephone  calls.  Abbey  National  and  the  Umbrella  Couple  symbol  are  trademarks  of  Abbey  National  pic.  Abbey  House.  Baker  Street.  London  NWI  bXL.  Ufllicd  Kingdom. 


!  Please  complete  and  send  to:  Abbey  National  Direct  Postal  Account  Centre,  Freepost  BE  1890,  P  O  Box  422,  Belfast  BT2  7BR. 
!  Name: _ Address: _ _ _ 


Postcode: , 


.  Phone  number: 


!  Date  of  birth:  _J _ : _ Signature^); _ 

J  Please  find  attached  my  cheque  for  £... . to  invest  in  the  Abbey  National  Bonus  Postal  Account  or  send  me  further  information.  (Z3 

S  HilWCSGSP  Please  send  a  personal  daeque  drawn  from  an  account  in  and  showing  jour  name,  plus  two  confirmations  of  address  e.g.  household  bills. 
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New  system  gives 
small  investors 
the  cold  shoulder 


WEEKEND 

MONEY 


HOME  COMFORT  57 


Equity-release 
schemes  enjoy 
new  lease  of  life 


retirement 

Most  people 
dream  of  a  lei¬ 
sured  retirement 
but  few  know 
how  they  will  pay  for  this 
happy  state.  An  NOP  poll  for 
the  Birmingham  Midshires 
Building  Society  show;  that  68 
per  cent  of  people  have  no  idea 
what  size  their  pensions  will 
be,  while  20  per  cent  of  Arose 
believed  that  they  could  sur¬ 
vive  on  the  statepension  alone. 

The  self-employed  must  pro¬ 
vide  for  themselves  in  old  age, 
without  the  easy  option  of  a 
company  scheme.  The  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  their  incase  makes  it 
hard  for  them  to  take  on  long¬ 
term  commitments.  Ali  Tay- 
lor,  left,  is  about  to  embark  on 
pension  planning.  She  has 
been  spurred  into  action  by  the 
experience  of  a  colleague  who 
has  found  starting  a  pension 
at  35  more  expensive  than  he 
thought 

For  a  guide  to  pensions  for 
the  self-employed,  read  Go  It 
Alone  (page  55),  the  latest  in 
our  series  focusing  on  people 
who  work  for  themselves. 


Affair  could  end  in  tears 


The  British  Jove  affair 
with  emerging  mar¬ 
kets  has  always  been 
stormy.  Lately  inves¬ 
tors  in  Far  East  funds  have 
suffered  the  worst  pain,  as 
.Asian  stock  markers  fell 
sharply.  More  falls  seem  likely 
this  week  as  the  men  from  Ate 
international  Monetary  Fund 
drop  in  on  troubled  Indonesia. 

Far  Eastern  fans  are  looking 
jealously  at  emerging  market 
addicts  who  put  their  trust  in 
Latin  America.  Here  some 
funds  have  risen  by  more  than 
50  per  cent  over  12  months. 
Those  who  have  made  money 
down  South  America  way  are 
now  looking  to  Eastern 
Europe,  as  the  next  region  to 
provide  strong  realms.  Rus¬ 
sia.  RAand,  the  Czech  Repub¬ 
lic  and  Hungary  are  expected 
to  bring  rich  pickings  for 
investors  as  they  grasp  the  free 
market  in  an  ever-closer  em¬ 
brace.  like  Boris  Yeltsin  wel¬ 
coming  Tony  Blair  to  the 
Kremlin  this  week. 

More  than  £600  million 
from  UK  investors  has  been 
poured  in  to  emerging  market 
hinds  over  the  past  four  years. 
There  are  nearly  50  unit  and 
investment  trusts  on  offer, The 
arguments  in  favour  of  invest¬ 
ing  in  emerging  markets  are 
very  strong.  Growth  in 
Europe  and  America  is  slow¬ 
ing.  while  growth  in  emerging 
markets  is  speeding  up  "as 
Third  World  countries  become 
mechanised,  large  domestic 
populations  become  richer, 
and  the  developed  world 
witches  to  manufacturing 
goods  in  low-wage  markets. 

The  economic  arguments  for 
investing  in  an  emerging  fund 
are  qualified.  Investors  have  to 
take  a  five-year  to  ten-year  view, 
only  5  per  cent  of  an  entire 
portfolio  should  be  held  in 
emerging  markets,  the  money 
should  be  spread  among  coun¬ 
tries  to  minimise  the  risk,  and 
investors  should  be  prepared 
for  a  rollercoaster  ride. 

The  Far  East  was  seen  as  the 


Caroline  Merrell  says  emerging  markets  promise 
much  but  investors  should  approach  with  caution 


model  for  other  emerging 
countries.  Unsullied  by  some 
of  Ate  immense  political  insta¬ 
bility  experienced  in  Latin 
America,  countries  such  as 
Malaysia  and  Thailand  were 
deemed  to  be  examples  of  the 
economic  miracle.  It  is  this 
image  that  has  taken  a  beating 
as  economy  after  economy  in 
.Asia  has  fallen  prey  to  massive 
currency  devaluations,  accom¬ 
panied  "by  huge  falls  in  stock 
prices,  The  exotica lly  named 
Thai  baht.  Malaysian  ringgit 
and  Indonesian  rupiah  are 
now  worth  a  fraction  of  what 
they  were  against  die  dollar  a 
few  months  ago.  Some  funds 
have  seen  values  fall  by  as 
much  as  20  per  cent  in  the 
month. 

Foreign  &  Colonial,  one  of 
riie  oldest  and  most  experi¬ 
enced  of  the  emerging  marker 
investment  houses,  cut  back 
holdings  in  the  East  before  the 
crisis.  The  price  of  units  in  its 
globally  invested  fund  is  now 
20  per  cent  higher  than  six 
months  ago.  Edward  Good- 
child,  Foreign  &  Colonial  Asia 
fund  manager,  said:  “It  was  a 
disaster  waiting  to  happen. 
How  long  its  effects  will  be  felt 
is  another  matter.”  He  said  the 
seeds  were  sown  in  Thailand, 
where  money  to  build  up  the 
economy  was  borrowed  in 
dolfars.  in  the  belief  that  the 
value  of  the  baht  was  some¬ 
how  permanently  wedded  to 
rhe  value  of  the  dollar,  irre¬ 
spective  of  the  performance  of 
the  Thai  economy.  “The  mar¬ 
kets  had  access  ro  overly  cheap 
capital.”  he  said. 

As  the  dollar  climbed,  it 
quickly  became  apparent  that 
the  baht  had  to  devalue.  The 
sudden  fall  revealed  that 
much  of  the  money  borrowed 
had  been  invested  in  property, 
which  was  not  producing  high 


enough  returns  to  service 
debts.  Mr  Gooddiild  added: 
"To  make  matters  worse  the 
returns  from  the  assets  bought 
by  the  loans  were  denominat¬ 
ed  in  the  local  currency.”  The 
ripple  effect  of  problems  in 
Thailand  were  felt  in  Malay¬ 
sia  and  Indonesia,  leading  to 
last  week’s  IMF  move. 

AlAiough  Mr  Gooddiild 
admitted  Aiat  the  arrival  of  the 
IMF  was  bound  to  shake 
investors'  confidence  he  does 
believe  that  the  problems  are  a 
temporary  setback. 

Particularly  shocking  for  the 
free-market  capitalists,  such 
as  George  Soros,  were  re¬ 
marks  by  Dr  Mahathir 
Mohamad,  the  Malaysian 
Prime  Minister,  who  was 
threatening  to  ban  currency 
trading.  This  hint  of  interval-  * 
tionism  again  hit  the  economic 
mirade  tag  that  had  been 
attached  to  the  region. 

However.  Mr  Soros 
and  Mr  Good- 
child  are  agreed 
that  the  crisis  is  a 
temporary  setback  and  the 
economies  will  bounce  bade. 
Mr  Goodchild  believes  that, 
for  the  time  being.  UK  inves¬ 
tors  would  get  better  returns 
investing  elsewhere. 

in  contrast,  Latin  America, 
the  other  big  emerging  region, 
has  shown  huge  returns  over 
the  past  12  months.  The  conti¬ 
nent  has  now  fully  recovered 
from  the  Mexican  peso  crisis 
of  1994.  Again  a  sudden  deval¬ 
uation  of  the  currency  caused 
by  a  big  withdrawal  of  Ameri¬ 
can  investment  hit  all  the 
markets  in  the  region.  Some 
emerging  market  unit  trusts 
fell  by  25  per  oent  in  value  in 
just  one  week. 

However,  over  the  past  year 
markets  have  stormed  ahead. 


iput 


The  hyperinflation  and  polit¬ 
ical  instability  that 
characterised  the  region  for 
decades  seem  to  have  been 
permanently  to  rest 

Michael  Ashbridge.  Save  & 
Prosper  investment  director, 
said:  “The  MSCI  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  index  has  risen  by  46  per 
cent  over  the  past  yean  over 
nine  months  it  is  up  56  per 
cent."  The  Aberdeen  Latin 
American  fund,  one  of  the 
trusts  most  hit  by  the  peso's 
devaluation,  has  risen  by  36 
per  cent  over  the  year.  Other 
top-performing  fund  manag¬ 
ers  over  one  year  in  Latin 
America  include  Baillie 
Gifford,  Fleming  and  Old 
Mutual  —  all  show  returns  of 
more  Aian  40  per  cent 

Mr  Ashbridge  said  that  with 
inflation  of  under  5  per  cent  in 
many  of  the  Latin  American 
countries  and  with  big  invest¬ 
ments  from  the  US  continuing 
to  flow  into  Ate  region,  growth 
was  set  to  continue.  He  said: 
“Brazil  is  going  to  show 
among  the  strongest  growth, 
particularly  as  the  Govern¬ 
ment  is  continuing  with  its 
privatisation  programme." 

Those  who  fear  the  wild 
fluctuations  in  the  economies 
of  the  Far  East  and  South 
America  could  consider  mak¬ 
ing  an  emerging-market  in¬ 
vestment  in  a  fund  rather 
closer  to  home.  The  pictures  of 
Tony.  Blair  meeting  Boris 
Yeltsin,  the  Russian 
President,earlier  this  week  re¬ 
veal  hew  far  the  spirit  of 
perestroika  has  permeated 
since  the  demolition  of  the 
Berlin  Wall  in  1989. 

Fund  managers  are  now 
looking  to  the  countries  of  the 
former  Soviet  bloc  to  provide 
some  of  the  excitement  gener¬ 
ated  by  investments  further 
afield.  Save  &  Prosper  this 


week  launched  its  new  Europe 
fond,  while  ING  Barings  is 
also  planning  a  launch. 

While  share  prices  in  the 
companies  of  the  Far  East  are 
driven  by  the  entrepreneurial 
spirit  characterise!  by  the  re¬ 
gion,  returns  for  those  invest¬ 
ing  in  Eastern  Europe  will  be 
earned  as  the  state-run  mo¬ 
nopolies  are  privatised  and  the 
countries  move  to  a  more 
European  economic  model 
•  Mr  Ashbridge  said:  “East¬ 


ern  Europe  is  Ate 
market  on  our  doorstep. ' 
countries  have  much  healthier 
characteristics  than  the  mar¬ 
kets  of  South-East  Asia  and  no 
great  correlation  to  the  US 
market,  which  improves  their 
risk  profile  in  the  event  of  a 
sharp  fall  in  US  markets." 

This  last  is  pertinent  after 
hints  this  week  from  Alan 
Greenspan,  Chairman  of  the 
US  Federal  Reserve,  that  US 
markets  were  too  high. 
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Hands  across  the  table:  Tony  Blair,  left,  meeting  Boris  Yeltsin  this  week  in  RussiaI  a  market  with  emerging  potential 


Fidelity’s  Income  Plus  PEP  is  designed  to  give  a 
combination  of  rising  income  and  capital  growth,  so  all 
the  time  you're  receiving  a  regular  tax-free  income,  your 
original  investment  has  the  potential  to  grow  as  well. 

Since  its  launch  in  1980,  it  has  enjoyed  a  total  average 
annual  return  of  18.2%.  What's  more,  over  the  last  year 
it’s  earned  a  mighty  225%:  way  ahead  of  many  of  our 
competitors.  Any  other  pluses?  Sure.  ; 

Because  we  concentrate  our  investment  on  Large,  well 
established  blue-chip  companies,  the  fund  is  less  volatile 
in  times  of  market  uncertainty  than  more  aggressive 
growth  funds. 

You’ll  also  have  the  added  peace  of  mind  of  Investing 

0800414133 

Call  free  9am  -  6pm.  7  days.  Fax:  01737  836  980.  hnpy'/wwwJldeiltyoo.uk 


with  Fidelity,  the  world's  largest  fond  manager  with  over 
4340  billion  under  management. 

And  if  you’ve  received  Northern  Rock  windfall  shares,  | 
remember  to  ask  about  our  No-Cost  Windfall  PEP.*  Ring, 
fill  in  the  coupon  or  contact  your  IFA.  ■ 

And  pair  up  with  Fidelity. 


l  -- 


TO:  Fidelity  Investments.  PO  Box  88.  Tonbridge.  Kent  rtm  ?DZ.  Wk~ 
Please  send  nje  information  oo  Rdefii/s  Income  PhisPEP.  We 
M  dfed0se  outside  the  fidelity  Marketing  Group. 

Name, _ _ _ 

Address 
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The  way  It  was:  a  hand-coloured  engraving  by  Joannes  Kip  of  the  south  front  of  Kensington  Palace  and  its  magnificent  formal  William  and  Mary  landcaped  gardens,  from  a  drawing  by  Mark  Anthony  Hauduroy.  circa  1708 
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The  best 
memorial  for 
Diana, 
Princess  of  . 
Wales,- would 
be  to.  restore 
the  gardens  at 
her  home, 
Kensington  / 
Palace,  says 
fun  Rock 


S3E--  s 


.... 


A  bird’s-eye  view  of  the  south  front  of  Kensington  Palace  and  its  gardens  as  they  are  today 


Henry  Kissinger  said 
that  you  should 
always  wait  until 
ten  years  after  a 
person’s  death  before  giving 
them  a  public  memorial.  Judg¬ 
ing  by  the  strength  of  public 
feeling,  we  will  not  be  able  to 
wait  so  long  before  commemo¬ 
rating  Diana,  Princess  of 
Wales.  Earl  Spencer  has 
already  announced  that  a  per¬ 
manent  memorial  will  be  built 
in  the  grounds  of  Althorp,  the 
family  home  in  Northampton¬ 
shire,  though  he  has  not  spec¬ 
ified  what,  exactly,  it  will  be. 

The  public  will,  however, 
demand  more.  Gordon  Brown 
has  been  appointed  to  chair  a 
committee  which,  with  help 
from  the  Spencer  family,  will 


choose  from  a  stupefying  array 
of  suggestions  how  the  Princess 
should  be  remembered 

Among  the  more  widespread 
of  these  are:  a  Diana  airport,  a 
Diana  Bank  Holiday,  a  Diana 
Prom,  a  Diana  pizza,  a  Diana 
rugby  match,  a  Diana  peace 
prize,  a  Diana  mall,  a  Diana 
stamp,  a  Diana  Aids  ribbon,  a 
Diana  royal  yacht,  Diana  “af¬ 
fordable  accommodation  for 
the  homeless"  and  countless 
schools,  hospitals,  roundabouts 
and  even  the  Diana  M25. 

The  problem  with  so  many  of 
these  ideas  is  that  the  best 
memorials  come  not  from  com¬ 
mittees  but  from  the  heart, 
from  mourning  poets,  painters 

Continued  on  page  3 
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L’Art  de  l’Assemblage 

by  Baron  Philippe  de  Rothschild 

^  lb  create  wine  as  good  as  this  you  need  a  tongue  like  a  tuning  fork. 

To  enjoy  it,  all  you  need  is  a  corkscrew  and  a  friend. 

Mouton(adet 

. . .  Fine  vintage  wines  from  Bordeaux. 


She’s  a  high  achiever 


Why  the  surprise  at  top  women  admitting 
to  affairs  outside  marriage?  It’s  been  going 
on  for  centuries,  says  Rosalind  Miles 


So  high-flying  women  are 
adulterous,  a  breathless  sur¬ 
vey  revealed  to  the  world  this 
week.  At  the  annual  Women  of  the 
Year  lunch  in  London,  nearly  half 
the  high  achievers  reported  that 
they  had  had  affairs  during  their 
married  lives. 

What  is  more,  they  had  no 
regrets.  They  even  had  the  nerve  to 
regard  themselves  as  good  role 
models  for  younger  women.  Public 
reaction  was  swift  and  harsh:  it 
was  as  if  these  women  had 
confessed  to  cooking  their  babies 
and  earing  them  with  salt 
Why  the  surprise?  High-flying 
men  have  always  done  the  same. 
The  rules  for  success  are  still  made 
by  men.  If  successful  men  commit 
adultery,  that  becomes  a  measure 
of  success  for  women,  too.  For 
power-players  like  Sir  James 
Goldsmith,  it  went  with  the  turf.  It 
meant  no  loss  of  status,  often  the 
reverse.  When  the  scandal  of 
Burton's  boss  Sir  Ralph  “five  rimes 
a  night"  Hal  pern  broke,  stock  in 
the  company  soared. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  gained  far 
more  clout  from  his  affair  with 
Camilla  Parker  Bowles  than  from 
defending  architecture  or  talking 
to  plants.  The  election  of  President 
Clinton  proved  that  a  man  thought 


by  many  American  voters  to  be  as 
adulterous  as  hell  can  still  get  elec¬ 
ted  (twice)  to  the  most  powerful 
office  in  the  world.  Psychologists 
call  if  “prowess  behaviour":  top 
people  doing  what  they  want  to. 
just  because  they  can.  Top  women 
have  done  it  throughout  history. 
The  promiscuity  of  the  Empress 
Messalina,  for  example,  stunned 
ancient  Rome.  Catherine  the 
Great's  legendary  appetites  m  18th- 
century  Russia  are  well  known. 

Sex  is  also  a  weapon  that 
successful  women  have  used  to 
reach  the  top.  although  the 
cleverest  do  so  without  having  to 
perform.  Women  of  the  Year  types 
take  this  in  their  stride.  “When 
anyone  accuses  me  of  sleeping  my 
way  to  the  top,"  said  one  female 
director  of  an  advertising  agency, 
“it  only  means  that  I’m  at  the  top 
and  they  aren't.” 

Women  have  always  been  open 
to  temptation,  as  every  early 
Christian  priest  knew.  The  sin  of 
Eve  was  lovingly  chronicled  in 
sermon,  literature  and  artwork.  In 
Irish  legend.  Maeve.  the  warrior 
queen,  accommodated  30  sexual 
partners  a  night,  while  her  hus¬ 
band  Fergal  could  only  manage 
seven.  Chaucer's  voluble  Wife  of 
Bath  speaks  volumes  for  other 
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bosses  and  high  earners, can  stay 
away  from  home  whenever  they 
like.  They  use  their  own.  money  .re¬ 
pay  for  candle-lit  dinners  and. 
attractive  clothes. 


From  left  Vanessa  Beil  Edwina  Mountbatteru  Lady  Dorothy  Macmillan  and  Maijorie  Proops.  All  enjoyed  adulterous  affairs 


randy  medieval  wives.  More 
recently.  Edwina  Mount  batten  al¬ 
legedly  influenced  British  foreign 
policy  through  her  affair  with 
Pandit  Neliru.  “Edwina  and  1." 
confessed  her  husband,  "spent  our 
lives  getting  in  and  out  of  orher 
peoples'  beds." 

Adultery  was  also  endemic 
among  the  female  Blooms  berries: 
Vanessa  Bell  called  her  affair  with 
Duncan  Grant  her  "left-handed 
marriage"  and  bore  his  child.  The 
list  goes  on.  Harold  Macmillan's 
wife  Dorothy  pursued  a  lifelong 
affair  with  the  bisexual  Bob 
Boothby.  who  also  fancied  the 
Kray  twins,  the  195Qs  East  End 
gangsters.  Frieda  Lawrence  used 
to  ambush  men  while  out  on 


country  walks  with  her  husband 
D.H.  After  a  quick  coupling,  she 
would  catch  up  with  Lawrence, 
sublimely  indifferent  to  the  grass 
stains  on  her  gown  or  the  dead 
leaves  in  her  hair.  Marjorie 
Proops,  the  Daily  Mirror  agony 
aunt,  was  in  a  marriage  that  had 
been  a  sham  from  its  disastrous 
first  night.  5 he  conducted  a  secret 
affair  for  almost  30  years 


In  its  heyday,  the  imperial 
adventure  opened  many  doors 
and  women  went  through 
them  just  as  fast  as  men.  The  film 
White  Mischief  gives  a  vivid 
portrait  of  the  sunburnt  world  of 
gin  slings  and  rampant  seat.  “Are 
you  married,  or  do  you  live  in 


Kenya?"  was  a  commonplace  quip 
of  the  rime. 

Modem  researchers  such  as 
Richard  Dawkins  hare  managed 
to  identify  a  male  “selfish  gene". 
No  matter  that  Dawkins  insists 
this  does  not  give  men  permission 
to  sleep  around.  It  is  now  received 
wisdom"  that  men  have  it  in  their 
genes  to  jump  out  of  their  jean  s  as 
often  as  they  .can.  Conversely,  this 
half-digested  piece  of  pop  science 
goes,  a  woman. is  programmed  to 
find  one  good  man  and  true  to  be 
the  best  father  for  her  child  and 
provider  for  herself.  This  senti¬ 
mental  claptrap  takes  no  account 
of  simple  female  lust.  In  reality, 
monogamy  is  no  more  natural  a 
condition  for  women  than  it  is  for 


men.  If  it  were,  it  would  not  have 
needed  to  be  framed  in  sudi  a 
panoply  of  legal  ' and  religious 
coercion,  and  backed  up  by  physi¬ 
cal  violence  when  they  failed.  . 

Well  into  this  century,  with  tfie: 
declared  intent  of  upholding  a 
man's  power  over  his'  wife,  Eng¬ 
lish  judges  refused  divorces  to 
women  who  had  been  battered 
and  ill-treated  by  their  husbands. 
Our  legal  system  enriuinisd  a- 
man’s  right  to  beat  his  wife  witha 
stick  as  thick  as  his  thumb.  Only  in 
1991  did  it  become  illegal  for  wives 
to  be  raped  at  will .  ' 

Women  still  managed  to  be 
adulterous,  however!  and  today’s . 
successful  women  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  and  the.  means.  Women- 


By  invading  "dte  man’s 
world",  they  have  learnt  to 
eiijqy  professional  autono¬ 
my  and  economic  powenMy  own 
quick  straw  poll  of  a  few  nigh- 
eaming  women  produced  numer¬ 
ous  personal  reasons  for  adultery, 
too.  Having  an  affair  conveys 
confidence,  they  said,  an  enhanced 
sense  of  well-being  and  enjoyment 
of  life.  It  can  a  wtaww 
reminder  or  womanhood  after  the 
!  pressures  of  a  business  worfd 
where  femininity  is  suppressed  as 

the  price  of  professionalism.  If  me 
sifl&rfc  with  a  work  colleague,  the  . 

sense  of  fllkir  pleasure  ,  is  in¬ 
creased.  A  new  partner  retries 
the  wonder  and  delight  of  sex  that 
a  familiar  body  fails  to  sur.  IfS 
such  a  buzz."  said  a  woman  . 
lawyer.  "When  it  happens.  Ita. 
'walking  on  air."  -  - 

■'  put  like  this,  the  question  is  not 
why  do  some  women  have  affairs, 
but  why  don’t  more?  And  to  ask 
the  question  at  all  shows,  how 
deeply  sexist  our  thinking -is.  For 
despite  ail  the  modem  signals,  we 
still  believe  that  men  propagate 
their  seal  while  women 'Want  love, 
not  sex.  Perhaps  it  is  time  to  kiss 
this  myth  goodbye.  . 

•  Rosalind  Miles  is  the  author  of 
The  Women’s  History  of  the  WoridL.  . 
(HarpefCdlHns.  £6S9) 


Women 


go  into 


battle 


Both  sexes  have  the  right  to  defend 


their  nation,  says  John  Nichol  (below) 


It  was  reported  on  the 
front  page  of  The  Times 
this  week  that  Mr  Blair 
intends  to  ask  the  public 
if  they  approve  of  women  in 
combat  roles.  It  is  a  little  late 
for  that:  the  first  female  air¬ 
crew  joined  Royal  Air  Force 
combat  squadrons  a  number 
of  years  ago  to  fly  its  Tornado 
and  Jaguar  jets. 

And  it  is  not  just  the  RAF: 
the  Army  has  women  under¬ 
cover  with  14  Intelligence 
Company  in  Northern  Ire¬ 
land:  their  task  is  to  conduct 
covert  surveillance  against 
known  IRA  "players". 

Many  of  the  UK's  Iitrle- 
known  prisoner  of  war  inter¬ 
rogation  units  are  staffed  by 
female  officers:  friends  who 
have  experienced  the  woman's 


AUTUMN 


SALE 


Saturday  11th  until 
Saturday  25th  of  October 


Monday  to  Saturday  9.00-8.00 


5  showroom  stock 


:  25%  off  new  furniture  orders 


40%  reductions  on 

George  Smith  fabrics 


=  For  example  -  to  order  6 "  Standard 
?  Sofa  in  'Gollut'  fabric.  Was  Jfc2  9  0  4 
5  inc.  VAT,  now  is  £-1980  inc.  VAT 


George  Smith 


587-589  KINGS  ROAD  LONDON  SW6  2EH 
Tel:  0171-384  1004  Fax:  0171-731  4451 


ml 


Many  military  women  are  already  in  frontline  positions 


touch  on  “Conduct  After  Cap¬ 
ture”  courses  testify  that 
women  are  far  more  efficient 
interrogators  than  men. 

Of  course,  it  is  not  just  in 
recent  years  that  we  have  seen 
an  upsurge  in  military  girl- 
power.  From  the  days  of 
Queen  Boadicea  through  to 


Odette  Churchill,  who  served 
with  the  Second  World  War’s 
Special  Operations  Executive 
in  occupied  France,  women 
have  made  daunting  fighters. 

But  it  is  still  the  male 
perspective  that  dominates.  As 
Sarah  Ford,  from  Northern 
Ireland's  undercover  unit 
says  of  her  male  comrades:  “I 
was  a  huge  shock  to  these  lads. 
They  thought  they  were  James 
Band  and  did  not  want  a  big 
soft  girly  messing  up  their 
bravado  and  antics.  But  they 
soon  realised  l  could  kick  and 
fighr  like  the  next  man." 

But  should  they  be  allowed 
to  fight,  and  why  should  we 
bother  to  ask  the  public’s 
opinion  now?  Could  it  be  that 
new  Labour  would  prefer  to 
abdicate  its  decision-malting 
responsibilities  so  that  when 
things  go  wrong  they  can  hold 
up  their  collective  new  hands 
and  say.  “Sorry,  not  our 
decision,  Guv'? 


Needless  to  say,  the 
debate  will  have 
feminists  ranting 
for  equal  rights 
while  some  crusty  old  generals 
will  be  wheeled  out  to  dribble 
about  the  effect  on  regimental 
traditions.  But  what  about 
those  who  really  matter,  rite 
women  who  want  to  fight  and 
the  men  who  will  serve  along¬ 
side  them? 

Steve  and  Sue  are  RAF 
fighter  pilots  who  are  also 
partners  (names  changed  to 
protect  the  innocent],  Steve 
supports  his  girlfriend  100  per 
cent:  “Sue’s  a  bloody  good 
pilot  and  I'd  go  to  war  with  her 
any  day." 

But  wliar  if  the  worst  hap- 
pened?"It  could  happen  at  any 
lime  to  me  or  to  her.  That’s 
what  the  job  is  about.  You 
accept  that  or  get  oul~ 

One  of  the  arguments  most 
used  against  female  troops  is 
the  question  of  a  woman’s 
physical  strength  and  mental 
ability  to  do  the  job.  Sue  is 
adamant  that  as  long  as 
selection  standards  are  not 
changed,  females  can  compete 
on  an  equal  level  with  their 
male  counterparts. 

1  have  seen  many  men  who 
were  neither  physically  nor 
mentally  up  fo  coping  with 
military  Ufe;  they  were 
allowed  to  bumble  on  regard¬ 
less.  But  the  question  of  selec¬ 
tion  and  training  is  much 
more  interesting,  and  here  lies 
part  of  the  problem.  A  few 
years  ago.  the  RAF  wax  forced 
to  allow  women  to  train  to  be 
aircrew  and.  in  the  ill-judged 


American  Major  Rhonda  Comum.  left  was  captured  in  the  Gulf  War.  Fit  Lt  Jo  Salter,  above,  became  the  first  female  Tornado  pilot  in  1995 


rush  to  appear  politically  cor¬ 
rect.  training  standards  were 
allowed  to  fall. 

A  flying  instructor  from  that 
time  was  told  to  ensure  that 
his  female  students  passed  the 
course,  regardless  of  ability:  if 
he  was  nor  witling  to  do  this, 
the  hierarchy  would  find 
someone  who  was.  This  ludi- 
crous  position  helps  neither 
the  miOtaiy  nor  the  cause  of 

the  many  female  _ 

candidates  who 

really  can  make  the  The 

grade. 

So  how  will  the  +j*i< 

Government  seek 
approval  for  this  cfrii 

new  venture?  An  aLLJ\l 

internal  MoD  doc-  _pY. 

ument  is  reported 
to  say  that  using 
the  Central  Office  ITIOIG 
of  Information’s  • 
weekly  survey  will 
1m  “the  quickest  and  cheapest 
method"  to  test  the  water,  and 
"less  likely  to  attract  public 
attention".  Despite  efforts  to 
avoid  the  issue,  there  will  be 
one  thing  -guaranteed  to  at¬ 
tract  public  attention:  our  first 
female  prisoner  of  war. 

In  the  military’s  last  three 
major  conflicts,  the  Falklands, 
the  Gulf  and  Bosnia,  we  have 
always  had  British  FdWs;  one 
can  presume  that,  during  the 
nexi  conflict  —  and  there  w31 
be  one  —  things  will  not  be 
that  much  different.  How 
would  the  media  and  the 
public  react  to  the  spectacle  of 


The  Iraqis 
tried  to 
strip  and 
sexually 
molest  her’ 


her  foreign  captors?  Dr  John 
Reid,  the  Armed,  Forces  Minis¬ 
ter.  is  said  to  be  privately 
worried  about  the  effect  female 
PoWs  might  have  on  morale. 
And  so  hie  should  be:  but  is 
there  a  difference  between 
male  and  female  FoWs? 

I  would  say  yes.  As  a  FoW  in 
Iraq.  I  regularly,  saw  other 
male  prisoners  being  beaten 
and  tortured;  the  sight  and 

_  sound  was  degrad- 

„  ing.  horrific  and 

aqiS  something  that  will 

*  never  leave  me,  but 

[  tO  !  not  try  io 

intervene  because 
Q-nrf  it  would  have  been 

pointless. 

a||v  However,  there 
was  a  woman  who 
■  kpri  was  captured.  . 

.  Iiei  Major  Rhonda 

_  Comum  was  an 

American  Army 
doctor  who  had  been  shot 
down  in  a  Blackhawk  helicop¬ 
ter  while  on  a  search-and- 
rescue  mission.  Both  her  arms 
bad  been  broken  in  the  crash 
and,  despite  her  incredible 
pain,  the  Iraqis  tried  to  strip 
and  sexually  molest  her  on  a 
number  of  occasions. 

At  one  point,  a.young  Amer¬ 
ican  soldier  tried  to  prevent 
this  and  was  beaten  to  pulp. 
She  did  nor  ask  for  hdp,  but  he 
felt  duty  bound  to  protect  her. 
Was  he  wrong?  What  would 
the  armchair  warriors  who 
comment  on  our  nightly  news 
programmes  from  comfort- 


I  have  reacted  differently  if  it 
had  been  my  female  crewmate 
being  raped?  t  would  like  to 
think  I  would  have  had  the 
courage  to  do  something,  how¬ 
ever  fruitless;  thank  Gad  l  did . 
not  have  to  find  out;  But  is  it  a 
man's  duty  to  protect? 

A  frontline  officer  offered  his 
views  regarding  women  in 
battle;  he  was  adamant  they 
would  be  as  effective  as  men.  I 
am  sure  he  is  right.  1  then 
raised  the  possibility  of  one  of 
his  female  officers  being  cap¬ 
tured  and  raped  Or  being 
repatriated  pregnant  with  the 
enemy’s  child. 


to  overcome.  The  public  can  be 
consulted  about  it  until  the 
cows  come  home,  fait  it  is  the 
men.  especially  those  in  the 
military,  who  will  have  to 
confront  ■  their  fears  and , 
prejudices. 

A  female  armed-forces  jour¬ 
nalist  recently  argued  with  me 
that  women  are  the  untapped 
reserve  that  the  military  des¬ 
perately  needs  if  it  is  to  tackle 


SALE 


The  very  nation  re¬ 
pulsed  him.  Regard¬ 
less  of  government 
studies,  women  are 
already  on  the  front  line:  if  we 
are  to  allow  them  into  combat, 
then  it  is  about  time  we  aired 
such  thoughts. 

I  recently  spoke  to  a  19-year- 
old  woman  who  was  learning 
to  fly:  her  one  ambition  is  to 
become  a  fighter  pilot  She 
looked  at  me  in  pity  when  I 
asked  her  if  ' she  had  fears  of 
"being  captured  and  tortured 
“Exactly  the  same  fears  as  you 
had,  l  imagine,?. she  replied.. 
"Why  do  you  feel  the  nod  to 
worry  aboutme?  It's  the  job  I 
want  to  do  and  Tm  capable  of 
it  If  I  get  captured  it  will  be 
my‘ problem,  not  yours.” 

This  is  the  crux  of  the 
maner.  female  combatants  do 
not  ask  for  or  require  special 
consideration:  the  problem  is 
male^generated  and  for  males 


a  British  woman  being  beaten  ■  able  studios  have  said  if  he 
and  paraded  on  television  by  had  left  her  to  her  fate?  Would 


— f-*A.  : 


:><*r  • 


■  -»Ji - -  -  . 


staffing  problems.  I  think  she 
is  right  as  we  men  come  to 
terms  with  our  deep-seated 
prejudices,  women  will  rightly 
be  allowed  to  fight  for  their 
country,  and  sooner  rather 
than  later.  1  am  confident  that 
.women  will  acquit  themselves 
with  honour.  When  that  day 
comes;,  however,  !  hope  and 
pray  Thar  my  worst  night¬ 
mares  never  come  true. 
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mntmoed  from  page  1 

id  composers,  grieving 
louses  and  the  occasional  „ 
centric.  •  1  . 

No  monument  erected  in 
ternary  of  a  .,  spouse  .  can  .. 
irpass  the  Taj  Mahal;  few 
aild  be  more  touching  than 
ie  Gothic  foDy  at  Oytha,  ... 
Erected  in  the  year  1790  by 
filliam  Jones  -  with  n»' 
nrpose  of  relieving  a  mmd 
EQicted  by  the  toss  of  a  most 
reellent  wife’’.  Such  inspired 
lemorials  are  not  produced 
y  committees. 

The  last  royal  spouse  to 
ause  such  nattonwdemourn- 
ug  was  Prince  Albert.  Queen 
/Ictoria  overruled  the  people’s 
hcdce  —  a  design  that  had 
von  a  public  competition  -!-  to  . 
red  something  more  grandv- 
jse.  the  towering  tribute  fac¬ 
ing  the  Albeit  HalL 
A  national  monument 
should  avoid  sentimentality 
and  obscurity  —  countless 
forgotten  sculptures  and  stat¬ 
ues  east  across  London  (who 
ever  notices  Byron  in  Park 
Lane  or  Simon  Bolivar  m 
Belgrade  Square?).  It  should 
attempt  to  avoid  controversy. 
And  there  is  one  proposal, 
under  serious  consideration 
by  government  and  by  die 
heritage  establishment,  that 
may  fulfil  all  these  ambitions: 

Since  Kensington  Palace 
was  Diana's  home,  since  it 
became,  for  weeks  after  her 
death,  the  shrine  where  she 
was  most  mourned,  where  the 
people  left  their  tributes  m 
banks  of  flowers,  there  is  a 
powerful  case  for  if  to  become 
the  site  of  her  memorial. 


Wren’s  haven  is  ripe 

for  a  hew  dignity 


n 


l  be  proposal  is  to  re¬ 
store  WiDiam  and 
Mary's  formal  gar1 
■  fiintc  in  front  of  the 
Jape,  together  with  the“Wfl- 
messm  garden  to  tiie  north, 
rand  the  '  Orangery.  At 
Bscrit.  rbis  ,  is  a  messi 
ponged  with  people  sunbath- 
2,  snacking.  bfcydirig  or 
liking  their  dogs.  But  once  it 
ts  one  of  the  most  stylish 
irdens  in  Europe^ 

Lord  Rothschild,  the  chair- 
an  of  the  National  Heritage 
icmorial  Fond,  which  alto- 
tes  Lottery  money,  is  said  to 
:  excited  by  the  suggest!  on.- 
r  Edward  Impey,  the  curator 

;  the  Historic  Royal  Talaces 
aency.  says  it  would  be  “a 
ondniul  idea;  there  is  a  tong 
adition  of  memorial  gar- 
,  Dr  Simon  Thurley,  me 
of  the  Museum  of 
says:  “if  would  be  a 
1  prize  to  restore  the 
den"  and  that  "it  would  be 
*  of  the  grandest  formal 
■dens  in  Europe.’'  • 

>r  Thurley  believes  it  would 

o  be  appropriate. 
s  a  very  tragic  death  at  the 
ut  of  all  this.. Queen  Mary 
d.  aged  3Z  when  she  and 

jliam  m  were  vay  muoi  ra¬ 
re.  Kensington  Palace  is 
eady  a  memorial  to  a 
irthful  royal  death/* 

rhe  pal"*  «■  ”"!L5 

iUiam  because  he  bated 
hitehalUgaMy^asitwas 
,  the  Thames.  He  bought 


The  forlorn  Alcove  in  Kensington  Palace  gardens 


THE  GARDEN  Alcove  by  sat  at  the  endofthccrabai 


side  Of  Kensington  Gar¬ 
dens,  and  now  sits  forlorn¬ 
ly,  focused  on  nothing  but 

Tarmac  paths  and  a  group 

of  bondings  at  the  head  of 
the  Italian  water-gardens. 

In  the  1940s.  the  Wren 
Society  made  an  urgent 
plea  for  it  to  be  brought 
back  from  its  present  map- 

-  n par. 


ector 

tdan. 


cardens  of  William  and 
Mary  at  Kensington 
Palace. 

The  Orangery,  by  Van¬ 
brugh  and  Hawksmoor; 
hadbeen  her  first  And  rf 
that  is  truly  monmnental, 
her  garden^ooyc15  herwg 

insSeal20fthighaiid2Dft 

wide.  Its 

elegant,  ala,  urged  that  the  South 

Garden  be  restored  as  an 
object  lesson  in  gardening 
as  practised  in  the  age  of 
Sir  Christopher  Wren.  - 

One  of  the  benefits  if  the 

Alcove  were  to  be  moved 
back  fo  its  original  site 
might  be  that  it  would 
exclude  some  of  the  noise  ot 
{be  traffic-  And  it  in  ac¬ 
tion,  the  two  walls  wftKft 
once  >an  from  H  east  and 
ytegt  were  restored;  me 
garden  could  again  be  a 
peaceful  haven.  T.k. 


‘columns.  Between  _ 

,  pair  of  cohimns  isa  mdie 
S  a  scallop^bdl  hjrad. 
^Whether  they  evgbore 
statues  is  not  recorded- 
The  Alcove  comfortably 
seals  U  people  on  an  oak 

bench  within  its  sam^arcu- 

tor  interior,  enhanced  lw  a 

grandly  panelled  oak  lm- 
V  Its  cost  was  mupense 
by  1706  £400  had  been 
disbursed,  and  tiie  foDow- 
‘  me  vert  the  banker-mason 

drived  more  than  £SW  for 
' 1  fiirther  work.  The  Alcove 


the  palace  ana  wraiauii 
known  as  the  Rue  du  Roi-  This 
was  .unpronounceable  to 
locals.  Who  quickly  began  to 

refer  to  it  as  Rotten  Row. 

Then,  in  1698,  Whitehall 
burnt  down,  leaving  Kensing¬ 
ton  Palace  as  foe  only  royal 
building  in  London.  It  was  the 
seat  of  monarchyin  the  capital 
and  foe  garden  was  installed 
to  lend  it  appropriate  gran¬ 
deur.  The  landscaping  com¬ 
prised  a  series  of  small,  formal 
gardens  with  box  hedges  and 
decorative  trees  and  bushes. 

Dr  Thurley  believes  the 

garden  would  cost  just  over  E3 
million  to  restore,  phis  about 
E60X)00  a  year  to  run,  if  three 
gardeners  were  employed. 

Some,  however,  believe  such 
restoration  would  be  inap¬ 
propriate.  John  Dixon  Hunt. 
Professor  of  Landscape  Archi¬ 
tecture  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  and  an  expert  on 
Ahglo-Dutdi  gardens  of  this 
period,  says  that  if  foe  memo¬ 
rial  is  to  bea  garden,  it  should 
be  "a  modem  one; 

•The  Dutch  garden  that  we 
would  recreate  could  not  be 
the  same  as  the  original, 
because  the  setting  has 
changed.  What’s  wrong  with  a 
modem  garden?  L^t’s  have  a 
marvellous  competition,"  he 
says,  adding:  “Diana,  above 
all,  would  have  appreciated 
something  modem  rattier 
than  retrospective” 

rofessor  Dixon  Hunt 
1  argues  that  Hampton 
Court  is  the  royal  seat 
_  we  associate  with  Wil¬ 
liam  III.  not  Kensington  Pal¬ 
ace.  But  supporters  use  the 
example  of  Hampton  Court  to 
demonstrate  the  feasibility  ot 
the  project  a  successful 
precedent  for  such  a  restora¬ 
tion  is  its  new  Privy  Garden. 

.  We  have  a  good  idea  of  what 
William  and  Mary's  gardens 
at  Kensington  Palace  looked 
like  from  a  hand-coloured 
engraving,  circa  1708.  Drawn 
by  Mark  Anthony  Hauduroy. 
it  shows  the  front  of  the  palace 
whh  a  symmetrical  garden 
and  a  path  as  its  central  axis. 
The  small,  box-hedged  gar¬ 
dens  each  side  of  the  off-oentre 

path  are  of  .  different  widths, 
shapes  and  designs. 

Hauduroy’5  drawing  was 

made  before  Queen  Anne  up¬ 
rooted  foe  box  —  she  hated  its 
smell  —  and  shows  foe  decora¬ 
tive  stflt-hedges  which  lined 
the  central  path.  It  also 
records  her  two  costly  but 
delightful  garden  buildings: 
the  Orangery  of  1705  by  Van¬ 
brugh  and  Hawksmoor,  ana 
the  Garden  Alcove  of  1706-07 
by  Sir  Christopher  Wren. 

Behind  foe  Orangery,  be¬ 
tween  what  is  now  the 
Bayswater  Road  and  the  pal¬ 
ace,  lay  a  30-acre  former 
orchard  (known  as  the  Old 
Ground).  William  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  create  the  “Wilder- 
nessw  garden  in  its  place. 
Work  began  by  1701,  and  by 
March  1702  Henry  Wise 


JJL  LLK  ywuwi-  t  - - 

just  under  £400.  But  by  March 
8,  William  was  dead,  lolled  m 
a  rding  accident 
Queen  Anne’s  succession 
meant .  an  end  to  works  at  - 
Hampton  Court  and  Windsor, 
but  at  Kensington  Palace. 


Wise  was  instructed  to  con¬ 
tinue  on  “the  Old  Ground  as 
now  made  and  when  finished 
to  be  kept  in  Good  Order- 
Sizeable  payments  made  to 
him  show  that  he  completed 
the  Wilderness.’  which  was 
divided  by  broad  paths  into  six 
areas,  the  most  ingenious  of 
which  was  foe  transformation 
of  a  gravel  pit  into  a  sunken 


with  six  terraces, 
some  people  believe  that- 
coupled  with  the  restoration  of 
the  formal  garden  to  foe  south 
of  the  palace,  the  recreation  of 
the  Wilderness  would  provide 
the  perfect  setting  for  a  small 
stone  temple  bearing  reliefs 
inside  of  classical  Diana,  the 
Huntress.  In  his  address  at  the 
funeral.  Lord  Spencer  re¬ 


marked  on  die  irony  that, 
while  Diana  was  the  classical 
goddess  of  hunting,  his  sister 
was  “the  most  hunted  person 
in  the  modern  world-. 

Her  death  gave  rise  to  a 
huge  tide  of  public  grief.  That 
srief  may  yet  be  harnessed  i  in 
the  form  of  the  most  stylish 
memorial  garden  Britain  has 
ever  seen. 
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Mike  Cable  discovers  why  there  always  seem  to  be  animals  roaming  the  pages  of  Deborah  MoggaciTs  novels 


Jiminy, 
she  loves 
crickets 


AMOrWLL 


Simon  King's  Reptile  World  is  at  Palmers  in  north  London 


The  sound  of  singing 
crickets  creates  a  dis¬ 
tinctly  Mediterra¬ 
nean  Teel  in  The 
Hampstead  home  and  garden 
of  Deborah  Moggach.  “ft's 
like  being  on  holiday  all  Uie 
rime,"  says  the  novelist,  who 
buys  the  cicada-like  insects  for 
£250  a  tub  from  a  pet  shop 
down  the  road  in  Camden, 
north  London. 

During  winter  she  keep  the 
crickets  in  an  aquarium  inside 
the  house,  but  in  summer  she 
releases  boxfuls  of  them  into 
the  garden,  often  causing 
passers-by  to  do  a  double  take. 
‘You  see  people  suddenly- 
pausing.  cocking  an  ear  and 
looking  about  them  in  a  puz¬ 
zled  sort  of  way."  she  says. 

ft  was  her  partner  for  the 
past  three  years  —  a  young 
Hungarian  painter  whose 
name  she  is  reluctant  to  reveal, 
adding  coyly  that  it  is.  any¬ 
way.  impossible  to  spell  — 
who  prompted  the  idea.  She 
had  asked  him  what  he  most 
missed  about  Hungary  and. 
when  he  waxed  nostalgic 
about  the  sound  of  crickets, 
she  knew  immediately  how  to 
make  him  feel  at  home. 

Moggach.  aged  49,  has  been 
going  to  Palmers,  one  of  rhe 
oldest  pet*  shops  in  the  world, 
for  more  than  35  years.  As  a 


child,  she  used  to  pass  it  every 
day  on  her  way  to  school,  often 
popping  in  just  to  gaze  at  the 
puppies  and  kinens,  but  also 
drawn  more  to  the  exotic 
creejpy-crawlies  in  the  reptile 
section  upstairs,  now  run  inde¬ 
pendently  by  Simon  King,  a 
former  rocker,  as  King's  Rep¬ 
tile  World. 

“In  those  days  the  owners 
didn't  mind  how  long  -you 
hung  around  the  shop;  it  was 
like  going  to  the  zoo  but  free." 
she  recalls. 

ft  was  here  that  the  young 
Deborah  first  bought  live 
crickets  —  as  food  for  the 
salamanders  that  were  among 
her  many  early  pets.  “They 
were  always  escaping,  and  I 
remembered  how  you  would 
hear  them  singing  all  round 
the  house,"  she  says. 

Moggach  has  always  been 
“crazy*’  about  animals.  “My 
mother  used  to  illustrate  hors¬ 
ey  books  and  I  was  mad  about 
horses."  she  says.  “1  used  to 
have  an  imaginary  animal  life 
which  involved  galloping 
around  London,  neighing, 
tossing  my  head  and  tying 
myself  up  to  railings." 

At  the  same  time  she  had  an 
endless  succession  of  pets, 
starring  with  a  pair  of  Califor¬ 
nian  Green  Lizards.  "I  had  all 
the  usual  things,  such  as 
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Deborah  Moggach,  wrapped  up  with  an  albino  Burmese  python  at  her  favourite  pet  shop*  and  Simon  King  with  a  bearded- dragon  and,  on  his  shoulder,  a  blue-tongued  skink 


my 

favourite 

shop 


rabbits,  guinea  pigs  and  ham¬ 
sters.  but  reptiles  and  amphib¬ 
ians  were  what  1  liked  best, 
especially  newts  and  lizards," 
she  says. 

It  was  an  interest  she  never 
grew  out  of.  Ar  Bristol  Univer¬ 
sity  she  kept  two  rabbits  that 
roamed  free  in  her  room.  And 
a  dose  friend  vividly  recalls 
the  "assorted  livestock",  in¬ 
cluding  three  great  crested 
newts,  that  had  the  run  of  the 
Moggach  household  after  she 
married. 

In  her  novels — the  two  most 


recent  of  which.  Seesaw  and 
Close  Relations,  are  being 
developed  hr  television  —  pets 
feature  freqently  and  symboli¬ 
cally. 

“Gerbils  and  hamsters,  for 
instance,  are  a  sign  of  the 
continuity  of  life,"  she  says. 
“The  characters  in  my  books 
are  always  divorcing  and  row¬ 
ing.  with  terrible  things  hap¬ 
pening  to  them,  but  in  the 
background  there  is  this 
scraping  noise  as  the  hamster 
goes  round  and  round  on  its 
wheel,  unperturbed  by  all  the 
drama. 

“And  I  always  have  horrible 
rabbits  in  my  books.  There  is  a 
particularly  horrible  one  in 
Close  Relations ,  a  moth-eaten 
old  buck  that  growls  and 
stamps  its  feet  and  bites  every¬ 
body.  a  family  pet  that  has 
outlived  its  welcome  to  become 


a  focus  for  any  family  aggro." 

After  her  marriage,  by 
which  she  had  two  children. . 
ended  in  divorce,  Moggach 
lived  with  Mel  Caiman,  The 
Times  cartoonist,  tor  ten  years 
until  his  death  from  a  heart 
attack  in  1994. 


c 


alman  was  not  an 
animal  person,  she 
says,  "but  he  didn't 
make  a  fuss  until  one 
of  the  kids  let  a  gerbil  escape 
and  it  ended  up  in  his  hair 
while  he  was  asleep.  He  leapt 
up  like  a  Victorian  maiden, 
screaming  and  cowering  in  a 
comer.  If  was  all  a  bit  trau¬ 
matic  and  after  that  we  had  to 
be  a  bit  more  careful  about 
keeping  things  shut  in"! 

The  only  creatures,  other 
than  the  crickets,  she  keeps  are 
two  cats.  But  she  could  be 


tempted  to  something  a  little 
more  exotic  —•  she  was  very 
taken  with  one  of  the -pale 
yeUow  and  white  -  albino 
pythons  that  Mr  King  breeds, 
although  'slightly  pur  off  by  the 
prospect  of  it  growing  to  a  full  - 
length  of  18ft.  She  was  even 
tempted  by  a  blue-tongued 
skink. . 

‘  Whai  she  would  really  life, 
she  says,  is  an  armadillo.  Or 
even  an  anteater.  “They're  so 
wonderfully  prehistoric."  she 
says. 

In  the  meantime,  she  would 
recommend  singing  crickets  to 
anyone.  “They're  cheap  and 
easy,  and  make  jolly  good 
presents:  they're  unusual  and 
they  bring  great  pleasure." 

•  King'S  Reptile  World,  Upstairs 
at  Palmers.  35-3? Parkway. 

London  NWipitI-284 07X1).  .  . 
Open  Mon-Sat,  9 JOam-dpm. 


The  Aspivenin  sting-remover 


WHILE  on  holiday.  I  was  desper¬ 
ate  to  get  bitten  by  fleas  or  mites  or 
even  mosquitoes  so  that  I  could  put 
a  product  called  Aspivenin  to  the 
test  The  pests  must  have  known, 
however,  because  for  the  first  time 
in  living  memoiy  I  didn’t  fed  a 
single  tell-tale  stabbing  pain.  But 
some  airborne  thing  did  take  a 
fancy  to  my  travelling  partner, 
which  gave  us  the  chance  to  try  out 
this  sting-remover  on  her  arm.  It 
worked  perfectly. 

The  Aspivenin  is  a  chunky  plastic 
syringe  in  a  delicate  shade  of  lime 


GADGETS  OF  THE  WEEK 


green  with  four  different  extractor 
cups  that  fit  where  the  needle 
usually  goes.  If  stung,  you  place  a 
cup  over  the  itching  spot  push  in  ‘ 
the  plunger  and  a  vacuum  is 
created  strong  enough  to  suck  out 
the  poison  —  along  with  any  desire 
to  scratch.  Although  the  vacuum  on 
the  surface  of  the  skin  is  strong,  it 
will  not  damage  the  skin  tissue  and 
can  be  used  safely  on  children.  Hie 
cups  should  be  rinsed  out  after  use: 


The  kit  comes  in  a  waterproof 
case  and  should  work  on  bites, 
stings  from  wasps,  bees,  mosqui¬ 
toes.  horse  flies,  ants,  spiders, 
scorpions,  snakes,  jellyfish  and, 
perish  the  thought,  venomous  fish. 

THE  INSECT  REPELLENT  quali¬ 
ties  of  Ban  the  Bug  wristbands  are 
not  a  patch  on  their  ability  to  repel 
humans.  The  bands  give  off  a 
pungent  pong  and,  to  extend  their 


life,  come  in  a  re-sealable  bag 
— which,  for  much  of  oiir  holiday,  is  - 
where  they  remained.  • 

.  The  sickening  smell  —  like  sweet 
paraffin  —  seems  to  keep  away 
bugs,  but  at  a  price  by  making  you 
and  your  clothes  .stink  in  the 
process.  Having  shaken  off  the 
bugs,  it’s  not  so  easy  to  shake  off  the 
pen  and  ink.  - 

TTm  Wapshott 

•  Aspivenin,  £12.95 plus  p&p,  and  Ban 
The  Bug.  £9.95 for  three  plus  p&p.  both 
from  Innovations  (0990  807060). 


BARGAINS 


There  are  bargains  to  be 
had  at  markets,  boot  sales, 
junk  shops  and  stalls  all 
over  the  country.  Let  hose 
on  them  with  £100.  what 
would  you  buy ? 

SET  in  a  Norfolk  village 
amid  the  flat  acres  of  agri¬ 
business  reclaimed  front 
the  Wash,  and  stacked  -with 
every  imaginable  item,  foe 
wartime  aircraft  hangar  in 
Terrington  •  has  had  a 
chequered  career.  - 
-  Dismantled  after  its  mili¬ 
tary  service  and  shifted  17* 
miles,  it  has  been  a  carrot¬ 
washing  plant,  lorry  depot, 
engineering  works  and  is 
now.  the  Terrington  Furni¬ 
ture  Warehouse,  run  by 
Midc-andJoy  Johnson. 

.  More  than  TJSQOsq  ft 
encompasses  the  siock  of  a 
score  of  different  dealers. 
You  will  find  an  example  of 
every  age  and  style  of 
furniture  that  has  emanat¬ 
ed  over  the  past  150  years. 

Hoping  to  brighten,  a 
student  bedroom,  I  bought 
•  A  Victorian  scrap  screen 
'  pasted  with  fading  book  ... 
ffluscrarions.  £22.  Two  pairs  ol 
glazed  cotton  curtains.  labeDed 
Osborne  and  Little,  £55  — 
grubby  bur  lined,  interlined 
and  iraduding  a  pelmet,  tie*  . 


Screen  and  two  pairs  of 
curtains  for  just  £77 

backs  and  enough  fabric  to 
spore  to  cover  a  chipboard 
bedside  table.  £6.  Pink  and 
gold  lustre-ware  saucer.  £130. 
Velvety  leaved  burgundy  . 
begonia.  70p.  White  wool  rug. 
QO.  Two  vintage  LPs  —  the 
Dream  of  Gemntius  with 
Malcolm  Sargent  and  Julie 
Birchell’s  Ambition  —  £2  each. 
Organic  apples,  SOp. 
TotaiOOO 

Sally  Smith 

•  Terrington  Furniture 
Warehouse .  Sutton  Road. 
Terrington  Sr  Clements.  King’s 
Lynn.  Norfolk  (01553 82974S). 
Open  daily.  iOam-5pm. 


A  compelling 
tale  of  sex,  work 
and  a 

pension. 


Our  guide  contains  more  surprises  than  a 
Whodunit. 

Did  you  know  that  half  the  country’s  women 
are  likely  to  suffer  financial  hardship  when  they 
retire i* 

To  make  the  most  of  your  retirement ,  order  our 
free  guide  today. 

It  could  be  the  most  important  thing  you  read 
this  year. 


758  700 


Pensions 
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RADIOS 


ACCORDING  to  the  BBC, 
the  earliest  that  Digital 
Audio  Broadcasting  tech¬ 
nology  (DAB)  will  he  upon 
us  is  next  year,  and  for  those 
who  still  wallow  in  the 
nostalgia  of  radio's  golden 
age,  its  arrival  can  wait  at 
least  until  the  21st  century*. 

While  high-tech  radios' 
crystal-dear  quality  is 


Tune  in  to  the  right  bands 


Softops 

The  Original 
No-Elastic  Sock 


Mens  in  cotton  blend, 
wool  Wena  and  thermal. 

Look  for  the  red 
KJdamandar 
Alders,  DebenftarTK. 
Greenwoods,  House  of 
Fraser  John  Lewis 
F&rtnerfop  and  afl  quality 
manswsar  stores. 


For  a  free  brochure  can 

01455  638833 

DepCT4. 

HJ  Hall  &  Son 
Coventry  Road.  Hfockfey. 
LefcesttftfweLEJOOJK 


LEFT:  Mini  FM  Radio  (no  bigger 
than  a  50p  coin)  looks  sporty  and 
comes  with  twin  earphones  but 
the  sound  Is  so-so;  £12£9 
(p&p  £3.50)  from  Presents 
For  Men  (01295  750100) 


undoubtedly  a  fine  thing,  foe 
fuzzy*  reception  of  an  old 
Bakelite  wireless  perfectly 
evokes  the  warmth  and 
innocence  of  a  different  era. 

Since  foe  earliest  crystal 
radios,  manufacturers  have 
adapted  sets’  shapes  and 
functions  to  suit  the  fashions 
and  politics  of  every  era.  In 
1933.  for  -example,  the 
"People's  Radio",  with  a  Third 
Reich  symbol  on  the  dial,  was 
released:  it  received  perfectly 
in  Germany  but  for  propa¬ 
ganda  reasons,  could  not  pick 
up  transmissions  from  abroad. 

In  the  Thirties,  many 
manufacturers  cashed  in  on 
the  vogue  for  Art  Deco, 
decorating  their  wooden  cases 
with  beautifully  carved 
patterns  and  cut-outs;  in  the 
Rfties,  models  were 
with  simple  plastic 
dials  and  dean-cui  speakers. 

Today,  there  are  radios  that 
are  a  few  millimetres  wide, 
that  are  waterproof,  shatter¬ 
proof.  can  be  worn  on  the  ear, 
on  a  belt  or  in  the  shower. 
Thanks  to  new  technology 
which  lets  manufacturers 
make  radios  ever  smaller 
and  more  powerful,  as 
well  as  adaptable  to  multiple 
power  sources,  it  is  possible  to 
tune  in  to  programmes 
whoever  you  are.  All  you  have 
to  do  is  pick  your  she.  your 
shape,  your  style  and  colour, 
and  enjoy  surfing  the  waves. 

Usa  Grainger 


ABOVE;  World  receiver  digital  radio  ICS 
SW100E,  £19959.  Sony  (0990  111999)/ offers 
crystalline  reception  and  sound  quality  ' .  •  i-  • 

CENTRE;  The  space-age  Apollo  cone  radio 
has  superbly  dear  sound,  and  comes  iri  : 
transluscont  green,  £27.50 from  BratsF  “ 

(01 71  -351  7674)  or  matt  aluminium,  £21.99, 
from  the  Science  Museum  (01379  649637;  ~ 
catalogue,  £3.50;  UK;  £7.50 
overseas,  including 
P&P) 


•ABOVE:  ‘Tuner-Fish*  radio  with 
suction  pads  or  built-in  hook  to 
attach  to  tiles  or  shower  hook, 
£19.99,  Baby  Basics  (01793  697300) 


ABOVE;  ivory 
designer  Coo  Coo 
dock-radio  by 
Philippe  Stark  for 
Aiessi  is  for 
those  who  put 
style  before 
sound  quality; 

£85,  Heals, 
(0171-636 
1666) 


ABOVE  The  FreepJay 
Bay  Gen  radio,  £59.99,  . 
from  Natural  Collection 
(01225  442288)  needs 
no  batteries;  just  wind  ft 
up  and  enjoy  the  dear  . 
sound.  Heavy,  but  ideal 
for  the  environmeritafly- 
aware  home  listener 


RIGHT:  Retro- 
style  Roberts 
Revival  550, 
in  blue,  claret 
or  green  leather- 
cloth  finish;  large 
high-quality  • 
speakers  provide 

excellent  sound.  ; 
£129,  Harrods 
(0171-730  1234); 
for  stockists. can 
.01709571722  . 


ABOVE*  The  Wet  Weather  Radio 
(ref.  30452)  is  an  entertaining 
bathroom  companion.  £1 1 .95,  from 
the  Maritime  Company  (01993 
770450) 
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centre  stage 


it  s  curtains  up  on  opulence.  Heath  Brown,  writes 


When  I  was  first  asked  what  to 
wear  to  the  opera,- 1  thought 
about  my  student  days  in 
the  late  Eighties  when 
useu  to  queue  for  last-minute  tickets  at 

ra  Ab^s  dressed  ^  Army 
*lnd  No  one  then.  it 

seemed,  thought  of  dressing  up  for  the 
event:  apart  from  the  odd  gala,  audi 
ences  seemed  distinctly  unglamorous 
Thankfully,  today  the  ride  is  changing 
and  dressing  down  is  decidedly  on  the 
way  out  whether  it  is  in  night 
clubs  or  opera  houses. 

For  the  guys,  dressing  up 
has  always  been  easy:  din 
ner  jackets  are  a  failsafe 
method  of  looking  smart, 
as  are  a  good  suit  and  tie 
or  velvet  jacket.  But  for 
women.  the  task 
requires  a  lot  more 
time  and  effort  io 
get  that  special  look. 

The  key  is  nor  to  go 
overboard,  but  to  go 
for  simple  but  glam 
orous  sophistication. 

Sleek,  ankle-length  skirts 
and  dresses  are  ideal, 
because  they  will  be  comfort 
able  sitting  in  the  stalls  or  eas 
ing  your  way  to  the  crush  bar. 

For  the  more  daring,  a  shoestring 
strap  crepe  dress  with  a  high  split 
will  be  cool  and  comfortable,  as 
will  a  silk  or  satin  slip  dress. 


If  you  prefer  separates,  there 
is  plenty  of  scope  for  mixing 
sumptuous  velvets,  slinky 
satins  and  multicoloured 
silks.  A  bias-cut  skirt  teamed  with 
an  iridescent  top  will  always  be 
useful,  providing  colour  and  com 
fort;  alternatively,  select  soft,  flow 
ing  wide-legged  trousers  in  shim 
t  mering  metallic  material.  Fabrics 
<%'  that  rustle  should  be  avoided 
?  not  only  will  they  irritate  fellow 
opera-goers,  but  they  can  also 
crease  and  scratch. 

There  is  plenty  of  opportunity  to 
dress  up  even  tfce  most  simple  gat 
ments  with  extravagant  access 
series.  The  perfect,  stole  should  be 
warm  and  should  cover  your 
shoulders  without  detracting  from 
the  rest  of  the  outfit  when  you 
arrive  at  the  opera  house. 

Accessories  should  reflect  the 
glamour  of  the  occasion:  the  opu 
lence  of  the  tlieatre.fqyer,  with  its 
glittering  chandeliers  and  gilt  mir¬ 
rors,  is  the  perfect  place  to  show 
off  those  little  shiny  satin  shoes, 
the  outrageously  decadent .  little 
beaded  handbag  holding  your 
essential  opera  glasses,  or  those 
diamante  earrings,  necklaces  and 
tiaras  that  look  plain  daft  any 
|  where  else. 

You  dont  go  to  the  opera  every 
day,  so  its  worth  making  an  effort. 
And  if  you  look  the  part.  It’ll  not 
■just  be  the  diy^s  whose  praises  are 
being  sung. 


ABOVE:  black  velvet  wrap  top,  £80,  long,  silk,  printed  skirt,  £125, 
and  scarf,  £50.  Fern  Wright  &  Mansion,  selected  stores  nationwide 
(0171-323  4821).  Brocade  shoes,  £89.99,  from  a  selection  at  Hobbs 
(0171r586  5550) 
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6  *  gardening 

Jane  Owen  finds  the  founder  editor  of  the  anarchic  comic  relaxing  in  his  greenhouse  with  a  flask  of  coffee 
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Viz  man 
tries  some 

fernery 

business 


ME  AND  MY  GARDEN  GRAHAM  DLRY 


PETER  fflVSt 


When  the  children  are  asleep 
and  the  household  chores 
are  done,  Graham  Duty, 
founder  editor  of  the  ex- 
rremely  rude  and  successful  adult  comic 
Viz,  slips  out  to  the  greenhouse  he  has 
resrored.  Inside,  he  sits  on  a  folding  chair 
wjrh  a  flask  of  coffee  listening  to  Radio  4 
and  watching  his  tree  ferns  grow.  At  a 
rate  of  about  an  inch  a  year. 

“It’s  sad,  really.  I  have  turned  into  a  .35- 
year-old  old  fart.  My  wife  is  very 
indulgent.  She  is  understanding  even 
when  I  buy  tree  ferns.  The  last  one  cost 
£400  buL  as  she  says,  I  don’t  drink  or 
smoke,  so . . . 

“Unlike  some  things,  size  does  matter 
with  tree  Ferns.  They  don’t  have  a  trunk 
until  they  are  about  ten  years  old  and  sp  a 
voting  tree  fern  looks  like  an  ordinary 
fern."  Dury  buys  ail  his  ferns  from 
Martin  Rickard. 

Ferneries  were  all  the  rage  in  Victorian 
times  and.  although  Duty's  respectable 
Edwardian  house  in  Whitley  Bay. 
Newcastle,  is  a  few  years  out.  it  sits  well 
with  a  restored  greenhouse  Full  of  tree 
ferns  and  a  walled  garden  with  two  eight- 
foot  Dicksonia  anrarctica  —  which  reach 
almost  double  that  when  their  fronds  are 
out  —  and  two  dead  ones. 


-They  died  of  neglect  They  cant  take 
severe  cold,  although  they  will  usually 
survive  outside,  evert  in  this  area.  They 
also  need  to  be  watered  regularly.  I’ve 
kept  them  as  a  reminder  not  to  neglect  the 
remaining  plants.” 

Duty’s  tree-fern  passion  began  when  he 
was  studying  A-level  botany.  He  is  colour 
blind  and  so  form  and  structure  give 
pleasure  where  colour  cannot.  The  pas¬ 
sion  has  survived  a  fling  with  carnivorous 
plan  is  and  saprophytic  plants. 

All  that  now  remains  of  the 
carnivores  is  a  Venus  fly-trap, 
but  Dury  has  managed  to  infect 
his  apple  tree  with  mistletoe  — 
the  trick  is  to  rub  the  seeds  into  the  host 
bark  when  they  are  ripe,  in  March.And 
Duty  has  successfully  infected  the  ram¬ 
pant  ivy  in  his  garden  with  Broom  Rape 
parasite.  Onwanche  hederae.  The 
creamy,  orchid-like  (lowers  and  their 
brown  darts  that  push  out  of  the  soil 
“stink  of  armpits,  feet,  haven ’t-had-a- 
wash"  says  Mr  Dury.  “The  smell  attracts 
flies  that  pollinate  the  plant” 

Mr  Duty,  who  studied  genetic  engi¬ 
neering  at  Leicester  University,  became  a 
regular  cartoonist  for  Viz  in  1982,  Today 
he  is  one  of  a  team  of  five  who  “do 


■  PROTECT  late  cauliflowers  from  bust 
by  bending  the  leaves  down  over  the  curds. 

■  Lift  main  crop  potatoes  and  remove  all 
damaged  or  rotten  tubers  before  storing. 

■  Lift  a  few  roots  of  mint  and  plant 
shallowly  in  an  8in  pot  of  gritty  compost  under 
glass  for  winter/ early  spring  picking. 

■  Rotate  pot  plants  on  window  sills,  so 
that  they  do  not  become  onesided  as  light 
levels  drop  in  the  winter  months. 

■  Clean  down  and  disinfect  greenhouses. 

■  Pick  late  apples.  Spray  peaches  troubled 
with  peach  leaf  curl  with  copper  fungicide. 


Viz  mainstay  Graham  Duty  potters  about  among  his  plants.  “I  have  turned  into  a  35-year-old  fart”  he  confesses 


everything”,  from  writing 
stories  and  drawing  cartoons 
to  putting  the  magazine 
together. 

Dury  used  to  keep  his 
carnivorous  plants  ar  his 
mother's  house  in  Notting¬ 
ham.  When  he  and  his  wife. 

Angela,  bought  their  house  in 
Newcastle  he  indulged  his  tree 
fern  passion  with  the  hardiest, 
and  most  delicate  looking, 

Dicksonia  antarctica.  Now  he 
has  his  eye  on  die  unusual  tree 
fern  Cyathea  medullaris, 
which  has  pitch-black  stems. 

In  the  greenhouse,  where  a 
paraffin  heater  staves  off  ex¬ 
tremes  of  cold,  there  is  a  6ft 
Dicksonia  squanosa,  one  of 
the  tallest  in  Duiy's  collection.  All  plants 
here  are  grown  in  large  flower  pots, 
including  five  Cyatheas:  australis, 
coaperi,  fibrosa,  and  deal  bat  a.  or  the 
silver  fern.  C.  dealbata  has  to  be  taken 
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into  the  house  for  winter,  where  it  lives  in 
the  attic  Like  most  tree  ferns,  which  are 
forest  floor  plants,  too  much  light  will  kill 
them. 

In  the  winter  months  the  Dicksonia 


antarctica  needs  a  little  straw 
around  its  front  —  nothing 
more,  because  tile  rest  of  the 
"tree”  is  dead.  It  is  possible  to 
cut  antarctica  at  the  base  of  its 
trunk  and  the  fern  part  will 
continue  growing,  provided  h 
is  regularly  sprayed  to  imitate 
the  humid  conditions  of  the 
Southern  Hemisphere. 

Dur/s  next  project  is  the 
restoration  of  a  second  green¬ 
house  to  house  bigger  speci¬ 
mens.  ft. will  have  to  wait  a 
year  or  so..-  He;  and  Angela 
expect  their  third  child  in 
Mandi.  to  join Tack,  three,  and 
18-montfeold  George.  “Ill  do 
the  greenhouse  when  the  new 
baby  is  walking,”  He  says. 

•  British  Pieridological  Society. &0  Depp 
of  Botany.  Natural  History  Museum. 

Cromwell  Road,  London  SW7SBD—  .  • 

«  Rickard  Nursery,  Kyre  Park. Tea  bur 
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answers 


STEPHEN  ANDERTON 

replies  to  readers'  letters 
nFn  My  flowering  cherry  is  20ft 

^  fei^i  and  has  a  huge  root 

commgfroro  At  trunk.  TberooNs 

islftaaoss.Sftloni.expteedonffie 

surface  of  At  It  ls 

unsightly  and  makes  mowmg^ 

oilL  Can  I  remove 
damaging  Ae  tree?  —  A.G.  Lilley, 
Colyton.  Devon. 

®Any  cherry  root  a  foot  across 
means  that  the  tree  must  be  50 
to  60  years  . old-  Because  this  root 
connects  to  the  base  of  die  trunk.  Tt  is 
obviously  one  of  tile  half-dozen  mam 
roots,  and  if  you  sever  ityou  wjy 
seriously  shock  the  tree.  The  cut  will 
also  make  a  huge  wound  at  ground 
level,  where  infections  can  set  m.  It 
would  be  the  beginning  of  the  end  lor  - 
the  tree,  so  live  with  it.  What  you  can 
do  is  to  strip  the  turf  off  around  me 
root  and  build  up  two  to  three  inches 
of  soil  beside  it  (but  not  against  the 
trunk),  so  you  can  rerun  smoothly 
over  the  root  and  make  mowing 
easier.  This  problem  stems  from 
poor  planting  in  the  first  place;  there 
must  have  been  a  main  horizontal 
root  high  in  the  rootball  at  planting 
time,  which  was  not  encouraged  to 
point  to  the  base  of  the  planting  hole 
but  left  to  wander  close  to  the 
surface.  Hie  roots  of  cherry  trees  are- 
inclined  to  throw  suckers  anyway 
when  damaged,  so  they  should 
.  always  be  encouraged  to  grow 
downwards  and  deeply  at  planting 
time. 

1  bavr  a  beautiful  while  brug- 

, _ _  wumria  which  is  being  eaten 

by  an  invisible  enemy.  All  the 
growing  paints  are  attacked,  and 
the  leaves  are  a  mass  of  holes. 
There  are  no  signs  of  caterpillars, 
and,  anyway.  I  thought  the  plant 
was  poisonous.  Someone  has  sug¬ 
gested  earwigs.  —  Mrs  Imogen 
Thomas,  Uplyme,  Dorset 

®  Earwigs  will  be  correct  They 
feed  at  night  so  a  torchiit  trip 
into  the  undergrowth  may  provide 
the  answer.  Mechanical  controls 
indude  setting  traps  (upside-down 
pots  stuffed  with  dry  grass  stuck  on  a 
garden  cane),  from  which  they  can 
be  led  and  slaughtered  during  the 
day.  If  you  need  to  spray,  use 
permethnn  or  pirimphos-methyl, 
applied  late  on  a  warm  everting. 
Earwigs  will  even  ear  clematis, 
which  are  potentially  fehal.  I  plant¬ 
ed  a  Clematis  montana  this  spring 
and  they  ate  every  new  shoot  it  tried 
to  make  for  weeks  on  end.  At  the 
moment  the  earwigs  are  all  asleep  in 
ray  sunflower  heads;  thousands  of 
them.  1  am  sure. 


HOMES  &  GARDENS 


The  Best  way  to  cut  and  collect 
grass  AND  those  fallen  leaves 


Britain’s  Best  Selling  Garden  Tractor  cots  long  or  short  grass 
immaculately  and  collects  in  any  weather,  ft  is  also  easily  the 
fastest  way  to  pick  up  those  fallen  leaves. 
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AN  ASHDOWN  CLEARANCE  OFFER  FOR  OCTOBER 


A  QUALITY  ROSE  ARCH 


Now  only 

£17.95 


+£4.95 

P&P 


You  won’t  find  a  mure  rewarding  or  more 
affordable  w  ay  to  transform  the  appearance  of  your 
garden  With  cascades  of  glorious  summer  colour. 

Imagine  the  possibilities.  Use  v  our  arch  to  form 
romantic  and  fragrant  entrances  from  one  part  of 
your  garden  to  another.  As  a  focal  point  over  a  path, 
framing  a  gateway  or  even  usa  charming  floral  porch 
over  a  door.  A  series  of  arches  draped  with  clematis 
nr  honeysuckle  creates  the  graceful  pergola  effects*? 
evocative  ot  the  English  country  garden. 

Our  special  offer  arch  is  based  on  a  traditional 
design  and  is  the  natural  and  improved  successor  to 
the  classic  structures  of  the  Victorian  era. 
Constructed  from  strong  steel  tube,  finished  with  a 
maintenance-free  black  nylon  coating  w  ith  moulded 
joints  and  horizontals.  Supplied  readv  for  easy  self- 
assembly  your  arch  will  provide  enduring  pleasure 
for  many  years  income.  But  we  do 
adv  ise  you  K>  place  your  order  now. 

The  offer  is  only  available  by 
mail  order  to  readers  of  this  adver¬ 
tisement  who  respond  be  lore  the 
offer  closes  on  October  3 1  si  1997. 
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Norma;  despatch  within  5  days  but  a  Bow  28  days  (or  delivery 

ASHDOWN  SPECIAL  OFFERS 

East Griitsfcsd, Sussex  RHI9 2IiG. 
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ORDER  NOW  -  OFFER  ENDS  OCTOBER  31ST 
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FINCH  CONSERVATORIES  LTD 

AMfTHcttignXCo 

ENJOY  ALL  YEAR  COMFORT  AND  SUN  IN 

AHNCH  CONSERVATORY. 
OESK3NBJ  TO  SUIT  YOUR  NOME  OR  POOL  AND 
BUDGET! 

Experienced  stuff  com  the  UK 
No  Obigebon  FREE  Survey 

Freephone  lor  brochure  and  Free  Advice 'NOW! 

0800  378168  or 

FINCH.  FREEPOST,  SHEFFIELD  S20  3GZ 
Meitn  d  Ac  Canevuey  tamieian 


HOMECARE  MOBILITY  CENTRES 
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‘NIPPY’- NEW  from  SHOPRIDER 


NEW. 

GDUFOCTABLE. 

EXCITING. 

PRACTICAL 
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FRESH  AIR! 
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Scale  watcher 

The  Simple  Solution 
to  Hard  Water 


Scafewatdier  descales  the  average  water  system  and 
starts  to  save  you  money  in  4  to  6  weeks  -  guaranteed! 

CLEARS  OLD 
SCALE 
PREVENTS 
NEW  SCALE  . 
EASYDIY  FIT 

sms 

GUARANTY 


5UAB£N1ME&  TO  WORK 
EFFECTIVELY  OR  YOUR 
FULL  MONEY  BACK 
GaB  the  Sadewakhor  hatSne  fSH  an 

0500  001109 
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1  Fast  System*  forL,  FRffi*OST, 

1  HwlffryfliOBM,  Oxon  SG9  Itt 
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WARWICK 

BUILDINGS 


*  STUDIOS 

*  SUMMERHOUSES 
•WORKROOMS 

• GARAGES 

*  STABLING 

(Rom  spacity  wMen  brochure) 
SHOW  SnE  -  SDUlhAM  B0AD, 
LONG  ITCHWGnW.  MR  BUfflY 
WARWICXSMRECV23SQL 
TEU  01926915757 
FAX  01988  019162 


LADDER  STABILISER 

,:rr- ■  - ,  ^  TblsAwrazing  (i^rfrron  . 

. ;  .  y.  ■  ,  ensure^’  yG1Jr  ladder  •  '  :  '  ■ 

.  CANNOT  SLIP 
CANNOT  TOPPLE  SIDEWAYS 


Also  eliminates  ladder  BOUNCE 

ANKALAD  takes  seconds  to 
put  into  position  and  provides  the 

SAFEST  WAY 

to  work  from  a  laddeg  ' 

Fits  all  ladders  ANKALAD 

Full  details 
free  brochure 
from 


20  New  Road 
Gravesend,  Kent 
DA11  0AA 

Phone  01474  537237. 
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SEWALL 


BEST)  TRADE  MARX.  ROSES  SUPPLIED  EXCLUSVEI.Y  BY  BRAWJT5 

TOUGH,  HARDY,  FAST  GROWING. 
IMPENETRABLE  FLOWERING  A 
FRUITING  HHiGING 
Potka  RoasmnierKfed  Security 


ONLY 


C9.65 


26  ftooarrsj  £15.75 
65^,^  £29. 50 
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Hop  irtfo  spring  with  original  topiary  from  ■ 


THEWADHAM 
TRADING  COMPANY 

Wedham  House,  Southron, 

Nr  LecWade,  Gtos  GL73PB 
Tel  &  Fax  01367-450499 
Ptease  TdeptKme.  fax  or  write  for  MV  brochure  of  twer  35 
topiary  francs  and  orfccrcsdtlog  decorative  items  for  ibe 
garfow«WBsetrefory  sod  borne. 


To  advertise  In  this  section 
please  cal!  Zoe  Hoskins  on 
0171  680  6122 


STOP  THIEF! 


AMI 
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SECURITY  SHUT/KS 


The  Ultimate  Deterrent 


Made  from  tough  maintenance  free,  insulated 


keep  burglars  out,  they  keep  beat  hr,  dramstkaBy  ] 

;  .  '  i/  • 

reUudog  heat  tea.  Simple  to  operato  frem  h&e 
your  home.  Security  Shutters  an  detignti  aadj, 
pmufashned  for your  windows,  an  nonu^tfiU^ 
in  one  day  end  ate  guaranteed  for  2  years. 


FOR  A  FREE  BROCHURE  R>N<$ 
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Plants  that  make  a  grand  exit 


Even  in  decline, 
some  species  keep 
their  looks,  says 

Barbara  Abbs 


Most  of  us  toy.  to  have 
our  gardens  looking 
good  ali  year,  parti  c- 
uiariy  if  they  are 
smaii.  Unfortunately,  unless  a 
garden  is  geared  to  one  magnificent 
wasonal  display  -  rhododen¬ 
drons,  roses  or  summer  bedding 
plants,  for  example  -  plante  insirt 
on  toll  owing  their  own  unsyn- 
dironised  life  cycles.  From  snow¬ 
drops  onwards,  even  as  one  plant 
comes  into  flower,  another  is  dying. 

In  winter,  this  does  not  matter. 
Pfeople  home  in  on  Iris  ungui- 
cularis.  witch  ha2el  or  winter 
jasmine.  Anything  colourful  is  a 
bonus  and  a  skeletal  neighbour  ora 
carpet  of  russet  leaves  merely 
emphasises  its  beauty.  In  summer, 
expectations  are  different  We  want 
the  garden  to  be  a  seamless  scene  of 
flower  and  leaf,  not  a  series  of 
plants  in  full  glory  surrounded  by 
the  browning  foliage  or  skeletons  of 
others  that-died  last  month. 

There  are  several  notorious 
offenders  which  do  not  go  grace 
fully.  There  are  those  that  collapse 
suddenly  and  unseasonably  early 
like  Cram  be  maritima  and  mesem- 
bryanthemums  or  Livingstone  dai¬ 
sies  [now  Dorothea nthus  bellidi- 
formis)  leaving  large  gaps,  those 
that  produce  autumnal  berries  in 
July,  like  Sorbus  mougeottii,  and 
buddleias  whose  flower  spikes  are 
dying  at  die  bottom  before  the  tip  is 
fully  out 

Worst  of  all,,  certainly  in  my 
garden,  is  the  Scotch  thistle  or 
Onopordon  acanthium.  At  its  best, 
this  is  a  wonderfully  dramatic 
thistle.  Sfr  high,  with  huge  grey 
leaves  and  purple  flower  heads.  At 
its  worst,  which  seems  to  come 
quickly  in  its  second  year,  it  is  a 
gaunt  eyesore,  with  all  its  lower 
leaves  resembling  limp,  dirty 
chamois  leathers,  its  heads  brown 
and  the  leaves  shredded  by  snails. 

Many  trees  and  shrubs  are  as 
beautiful  in  autumn  and  winter  as 
in  summer  silver  birches,  the 
corkscrew  hazel  CoryLus  contorts 
the  dogwoods  or  comus  cultivars 
and  Acer  griseum.  the  maple  with 
bark  like  polished  mahogany. 
There  are  the  plants  which  have  a 
wonderful  flush  of  creativity  as  they 
die  down  along  with  the  year, 
transformed  with  fruit,  berries. 
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Seasonal  goodwill:  the  ornamental  grape,  Vttis  coignetiae ,  is  flushed  with  colour  in  autumn,  although  it  is  dying  down 


seed  heads  and  autumn  colour.  The 
huge  leaves  of  Vitis  coignetiae  turn 
brown  and  apricot.  Pemettyas  have 
mauve,  pink  and  white  berries. 
Many  clematis  produce  elegant 
green  seedheads  as  soon  as  the 
flowers  are  over. 

Not  all  plants  are  so  obliging.  ■ 
however,  and  ir  is  easy  to  be 
seduced  by  dose-ups  of  flowers  in 
catalogues  and  eiid  up  with  a 
border  full  of  ugly  plants  whose 
flowers  are  as  fleeting  as  will-o'-the- 
wisps  and  which  begin  a  slow, 
lingering  death  in  middle  age. 

Luckily  there  are  many  plants  of 
which  this  is  not  true.  A  few  days 
after  the  flowers  have  died,  you 
forget  that  you  had  diem;  yet  their 
leaves  remain  a  rich  background  to 
later-flowering  plants.  Geraniums 
and  aqullegias  can  be  sheared  back 
as  soon  as  they  have  flowered  and 
they  will  grow  a  new  mound  of 
leaves.  Rock  roses  or  helian- 


expand  to  fill  any  gaps.  Lychnis 
coronoria  in  vivid  magenta  or 
white  or  the  L  oculata  group,  white 
with  a  pink  eye.  has  attractive 
flower  stems  at  all  angles.  When 
the  flowers  are  over,  the  stem  can 
be  cut  right  back  and  tufts  of  grey 
leaves  remain  all  year. 


Aplantwhidi  looks  good  all 
year  is  Sedum  spectabile, 
the  ice  plant  It  has  cool 
green  leaves  and  buds, 
filling  spaces  between  other  plants 
until  September.  These  turn  gradu¬ 
ally  to  a  good  deep  pink  and  attract 
butterflies,  and  then,  at  the  appro¬ 
priate  time,  change  to  a  rich  rust 
and  can  stand  all  winter.  Every 
garden  should  have  a  dump. 

Crocosmia  *Ludfer'  does  the 
decent  thing  as  do  most  of  the  other 
crocosmias,  dropping  individual 
flowers  while  they  are  still  a 
brilliant  scarlet  or  shade  of  orange 


The  Scotch  thistle  quickly  becomes  an  eyesore  once  it  has  flowered 


theraum  varieties  demand  a  dose 
cut;  they  make  tidy  cushions  of 
their  greenish  grey  leaves  and 
remain  compact  for  the  following 


year.  The  flowering  stems  of  Alch- 
emilla  mollis  need  individual  treat¬ 
ment  cutting  each  back  to  the  base. 
The  soft  scalloped  leaves  soon 


or  yellow,  on  to  the  plants  under 
neath  and  leaving  behind  an  arch¬ 
ing  wand  of  beadlike  seed  capsules. 
Most  salvias  go  gracefully,  leaving 
behind  delicately  coloured  bracts. 
5.  'East  Friesland'  and  5.  sdarea 

var.  mrkestanica  are  almost  as 
good  without  flowers  as  with  them. 
Knautia  mtuxdonica  —  a  wine-red 
scabious  —  loses  the  tiny  flowers 
from  its  pin-cushion  head,  leaving 
a  neat  green  round  behind. 

Pictures  of  the  satiny  purple- 
striped  mallow  flowers  of  Malva 
sylvestris  mauritiana  make  it  seem 
irresistible.  Unless  carefully 
placed,  however,  the  plant’s  coarse 
leaves,  like  the  related  hollyhock, 
are  indined  to  get  rust,  and  are 
very  attractive  to  snails.  A  better  bet 
if  you  long  for  mallow  flowers  is 
Lavatera  'Barnsley'  which,  in  spite 
of  problems  of  reversion  and  over¬ 
popularity,  still  looks  fresh  and 
new  to  the  last 

There  are  several  families,  cam¬ 
ellias.  hebes  and  roses,  for  example, 
where  cultivars  have  different  hab¬ 
its.  Some  roses  persist  in  hanging 
on  to  their  petals  long  after  they 
have  been  transformed  into  beige 
rags.  Dead-heading  needs  to  be 
done  daily  and  few  of  us  have  the 
time  for  it  these  days.  Although 
Vita  Sackvdlle-West  made  it  seem 
romantic,  it  is  much  scratchier  and 
less  pleasant,  particularly  when 
done  at  dusk.  Not  all  roses  need 
dead-heading.  Single  roses  and 
species  nearly  always  drop  their 
petals  and  then  develop  hips. 

Camellias,  too.  are  variable. 
Many  hang  on  to  their  dead 
flowers,  disfiguring  the  whole 
bush,  while  others,  like  C.  x 
wilHamsii  'Debbie',  drop  the  com¬ 
plete  flower  so  that  it  falls  to  the 
ground  like  a  brilliant  pink  ruffled 
skirt.  The  exquisite  pink-tipped 
white  petals  of  the  formal  semi¬ 
double  C.  Japonica  ‘Desire’  fall  off 
gracefully  too.  The  camellia  crosses 
bred  by  J.C. Williams  at  Caerhays, 
like  'Donation'  and  'Citation',  drop 
their  petals  and  the  shrubs  always 
look  soigne. 

The  earlier  many  hebes  flower, 
the  sooner  they  become  a  mass  of 
crispy  brown  flower  spikes  which 
are  reluctant  to  fall  from  the  plant. 
On  H.  recurva  and  H.  pinguifolia 
‘Paged’,  which  both  have  white 
flowers  and  grey  leaves,  these  show 
up  depres  singly.  DarkerJeaved 
types,  with  purple  flowers,  like  the 
long-flowering  H.  ‘Mrs  Winder’, 
are  much  less  noticeable  in  decay. 

All  plants,  even  majestic  oaks,  die 
eventually,  but  not  all  manage  their 
annual  decline  and  fall  with  equal 
grace.  Luddly.  many  popular  and 
widely  available  plants  do. 
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GARDENERS 

UPDATE 


JANE  OWEN 


BARGAIN  OF  MONTH 
THERE  is  still  time  to 
treat  fences  and  trellis  before 
winter  strikes. 

The  first  100  readers  to 
write  to  Cuprinol  Sprayer 
Offer,  Freepost  (BA10SS), 
Frame  Somerset.  BAH  1YA 
will  get  a  free  pressure 
sprayer  worth  £27.99  and  a 
£1  voucher  for  any 
Cuprinol  product. 


PLANT  OF  THE  MONTH 

THE  large  leaves  of  the 
unusual  tender  evergreen 
shrub  Clerodendrum 
fragranssyn.  Cphilippinum 
shows  off  dusters  of 
almost  rose-like,  scented 
pinky-white  flowers.  Look 
out  for  the  few  blooms  that 
may  still  be  left  For  a 
catalogue,  send  three  first- 
class  postage  stamps  to 
Brian  Hiley.  25  little 
Wood  cote,  Wallington. 
Surrey  SMS  4UV. 

FLOWER  POWER 

THE  London  Children’s 
Flower  Sodety  is  offering 
daffodils  to  inner-city 
school  pupils,  for  a  small 
charge,  which  will  be 
judged  when  they  have 
flowered.  Contact  the 
sodety  at  26  Chiselhurst 
Road.  Orpington  BR6 
ODG  (016S9  S212SS). 


Yom  can 


a  8H!y  Goat 


:  • '  ' 


Tired  of  raking  leaves  again  and  again  thte.Auturnn? 

You'll  dean  up.  in  no  time  with  a  Billy  Goat  -  in  Spring 
time  too. 

Billy  Goat  am  the  worlds  best  selling  wheeled  outdoor 
vacuum  for  one  simple  reason  -  they  am  the  world's.  jgr 
best  performing  outdoor  vacuums.  / 

With  16  models  to  choose  from  there's  one  to  | 
suit  you  Go  on  -  spoil  younseH!  - 

For  further  information  and  details 
fiill  of  your  local  stockist  give  us  a  call  on 

jfifST  01753  576655  flH 

Ptande  Power 


The  Button  That  Gould 

■"S^Saye  Ysor  Life. 


Ptamde  Power  Cqwlpiwiit  limited. 

23S  BerwidcAnnue.Sia^i'EvfloEEsatB.Shxcjh, 
Buteshire  5LI  4QT  Foe 01753  S75S57 


"Churchill's  are  the 
only  stairlift  company 
I  trust,  and  I  recommend 
them  to  \nu."  ■> 


i  ii 1  .■  t\ ; ;  i  «-*. 


“When  I  needed  to  get  about 
after  my  hip  operation, 
Churchill's  gave  me  the  fastest 
service  and  the  best  value.  If,  like 
me,  you  don’t  want  to  move 
home,  I  wholeheartedly 
recommend  diem  to  y  ou.  ” 


Wear  the  Aid-Call 
button  and,  if  you 
|  should  have  an 
I  accident,  press  it 
to  summon 
.  immediate  ' : 
assistance. 
ImA  ’  it  could  be 


Ai»:4eALt/ 


FREEPHONE 
0800  772266 


TAKE  THE  DIRECT  ROUTE  TO  QUALITY: 

CANNOCK  GATE 
AT  FACTORY  PRICES 


•  .  1  ‘77.  lr  -' 

«•  ;•  iU  •:/ 

W  Wrought  Iron  ^ 

K  Gc - - 


Quoting  Dept.  TT  4297 ,  for  vour  FREE 
Cannock  Gate*  pack.  Our  phone  linn 
are  open  24  hours  a  day. 
or  write  to:  Cannock  Cares  l.td- 
fDqx  IT  4297), 

Manindak.  Hawks  Green. 
Cannock.  Sulf^  WSU  2XT. 


Gales  Irom  only 
£20.00 


CALL  NOW  ON 

01543  462500 

hue  01 543  506237 


wwizk 


The  Gateway  to 
Great  Garden  Idea* 


CRAFTSMAN  BUILT:  DIRECT  FROM  THE  FACTORY 


AivrringSy  Ccinopivs  & 
Co  use  rv airy  ry  Bl in ds 


CALL  US  NOW 


You  can  have  all  the  benefits  of  a  leafier,  more  rural 
location,  by  simply  moving  to  another  room  when 
you  own  a  BAC  conservatory. 

light  and  airy,  the  scenery  is  provided  by  the  natural 
beauty  of  your  garden  and  gives  your  present  home  a 
whole  new  lease  of  life.  The  extra  space  it  creates  can  be 
used  in  so  many  ways.  One  minute  it's  the  perfect  place 
to  entertain,  the  next  a  wonderful  play  area  for  the 
children.  And  what  better  place  could  there  be  to  relax  in? 

BAC  provide  a  service  from  concept  to  completion. 
Specify  any  style  or  design  you  wish,  in  either  wood  grain 
or  white  PVC-U,  or  rich,  natural  Hardwood. 

Moving  to  the  countryside  isn't  as 

far  as  you  think  with  a  BAC 

conservatory.  Visit  our  new  £  ^  f/4  V 

Showcentre  in  Oxford  or  for  further  ‘0^ 

information.  Freephone  0800  666  444.  CONSERVATORIES 

FREEPHONE  0800  666  444  TODAY 

Opn  Sancby  -  24  h(nn 


BAC  limited.  Freepost.  Emnfonl  KM7  1BK.  1N0  map  napnredi.  Picaac  insure  "  J 
•hit  you  eon^tete  the  coupon  (uBy  to  help  of  pmoe*  your  .iKjuiiy  pnmplly 


*  t  i  *£'  ".-I.' 


WEEKEND  ■  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  11 1997 


8  •  property _  , _ _ _ wee^-^-^-- 

Moving  brick  by  brick:  Tom  Rowland  on  a  half-timbered  house  in  the  way  of  the  Channel  Tunnel  link  v 
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House  seeks 
a  new  home 


The  public  inquiry  Into 
buUding  a  new  sta¬ 
tion  at  Stratford  in 
east  Lundon  for  the 
Channel  Tunnel  rail  link 
started  this  week,  and  re¬ 
opened  the  messy  saga  of  the 
htsh-speed  link  right  in  the 
middle  of  the  Tory  Party 

ci  inference. 

The  rail  link  has  to  be 
among  the  worst  examples  of 
bad  public  administration  to 
be  seen  in  Britain  since  the  end 
of  the  Second  World  War.  But 
until  the  track  is  finally 
opened  in  2003.  the  latest  date, 
nothing  is  finally  settled. 

In  1993  it  was  announced 
chat  jusr  II  bouses  would  have 
to  be  demolished  to  make  way 
for  the  third  revision  of  the 
route  from  Folkstone  to 
London.  That  went  up  to  about 
60  demolitions  when  the  route 
was  further  revised  to  go 
through  Ashford  in  Kent. 

Among  them  there  is  one 
rather  special  building.  Talbot 
House  is  a  15th-century  Kent¬ 
ish  hall  house  with  the  sweet¬ 
est  caislide  roof  and  a 
charmingly  uneven  partem  of 
windows  on  the  front  facade.  It 
stands  in  the  village  of 
Sellindge  between  Folkestone 
and  Ashford. 

In  1993  British  Rail  ann¬ 
ounced  that  it  intended  to 
rebuild  the  house  on  a  site 
nearby.  Then  Union  Railways 
took  over  the  high-speed  link 
projecr.  Now.  four  years  on,  it 
is  certain  the  house  will  be 
rebuilt  but  the  question  is 
exactly  where.  The  removal 
and  "rebuilding  costs  have 
been  estimated  at  £200.000. 
bur  on  the  credit  side,  the 
house  will  be  worth  a  great 
deal  more  than  that  —  espe¬ 
cially  if  ir  is  moved  ro  a  more 
valuable  location  in  Kent. 
Sussex  or  Surrey. 

The  local  authority.  S hep- 
way  District  Council,  at  one 
stage  attempted  to  petition 
Parliament  to  ensure  that  the 
building  remained  inside  its 
area  but  it  allowed  the  action 
to  lapse.  The  council  did  have 
a  letter  from  Union  Railways 
in  May  1996  saying  the  corn- 


being  given  over  to  commun¬ 
ity  use.  he  says,  and  the  fear  is 
that  it  could  easily  leave  die 
area.  Negotiations  over  a  site 
in  the  village  are  bogged 
down,  and  the  local  authority 
says  no  planning  application 
to  re-erect  elsewhere  in  the 
village  has  been  received. 

With  work  on  the  link  due  ro 
start  nett  February,  time  is 
running  out.  and  if-no  suitable 
site  is  prepared  in  the  village. 
Union  Railways  will  have  to 
find  one  elsewhere.  It  has  a 
strong  financial  incentive  to  do 
just  that  Moving  tire  house  to 
Sussex  could  easily  add 
£200.000  to  its  final  safe  value. 


A  spokesman  for 
Union  Railways  said 
no  final  decision  had 
been  taken  on  a  new 
site,  but  a  number  of  plots 
were  being  considered.  He 
declined  to  name  them. 

The  house  has  seven  bed¬ 
rooms.  two  bathrooms  and  a 
magnificent  inglenook  fire¬ 
place  about  12ft  wide  in  the 
drawing  room.  Union  Rail¬ 
ways  lets  the  house  at  £4S5  a 
month  to  Geoff  Hughes,  a 
train  driver  who  lives  in  it  with 
his  wife  Angela  and  their  three 
children.  Early  next  year  die 
family  is  due  to  move  to 
another  house  owned  by  the 
railway  company. 

“ft  has  been  a  lovely  place  to 
live.  We  have  enjoyed  being 
here,  but  in  winter  it  is  a  bit 
like  sitting  in  a  freezer,”  says 
Mrs  Hughes.  Mr  Hughes 
says  his  only  real  complaint  is 
that  the  kitchen  is  rather  small 
for  such  a  large  house,  and 
because  it  was  once  converted 
into  three  cottages  there  is  no 
proper  passage  from  room  to 
room  upstairs. 

The  location  is  hardly  ideal: 
the  house  stands  a  few  yards 
from  the  M2D  an  one  side  and 
the  existing  railway  on  the 
other.  Outside,  the  traffic 
thunders  by.  but  inside  it  is 
peaceful.  The  house  is  below 
the  road  and  railway,  and  its 
thick  walls,  with  few  windows 
on  the  motorway  side,  keep  the 
noise  down. 


Geoff  and  Angela  Hughes 
tenants  of  Talbot  House 


The  hall  will  be 
worth  much 
more  if  it  is 
moved  to  a  new 
setting  in  Kent, 
Sussex  or  Surrey5 


pany  would  try  to  find  a 
suitable  local  site,  but  no  piece 
of  land  has  yet  been  bought. 

“British  Rail  was  prepared 
to  rebuild  it  in  the  village, 
partly  as  compensation  for  all 
the  disruption  the  line  Is  going 
to  cause  here,  but  Union 
Railways  has  a  different  atti¬ 
tude  and  wants  to  make 
money  out  of  it."  said  Tony 
Ors  bourne,  chairman  of 
Sellindge  Parish  Council  He 
has  fond  memories  of  Talbot 
House  because,  for  a  time,  he 
used  to  live  in  iL 

There  is  now  no  chance  of  it 
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Talbot  House  may  have  a  charming  air,  but  its  location,  hemmed  between  a  motorway  and  the  existing  railway  line,  is  less  than  ideal 


Tudor  House:  modernised  when  the  owners  moved  it 


MOVING  houses  from  place 
to  place  is  expensive,  but  not 
as  difficult  as  you  might 
imagine.  It  helps  if  the  build¬ 
ing  has  a  timber  frame,  as 
with  Talbot  House,  because 
the  securing  pegs  can  be 
removed  from  the  beams  and 
the  structure  taken  dawn 
without  damaging  it 

Bride  buildings  are  more 
troublesome,  as  Dennis  Pear¬ 
son.  from  Ipsden  near  Hen¬ 
ley-on-Thames,  discovered 
when  he  offered  his  house  for 
sale  at  an  asking  price  of 
£Z500.  the  only  catch  being 
that  die  buyer  would  have  to 
take  it  away. 

The  tiny,  three-bedroom, 
tum-of-the^century  farm 
worker’s  cottage  stands  dose- 


MOBILE  HOMES 


to  a  road,  and  Mr  Pearson 
and  his  family  dedded  to 
build  a  new  nouse  further 
back  on  their  land. 

A  condition  of  die  planning 
permission  was  that  die  old 
cottage  should  be  removed 
within  three  months  of  them 
moving  in.  which  they  did  on 
September  22. 

“WE  HAVE  Had  so  many 
time-wasters  in  the  past  rwo 
weeks  that  I  think  1  may  pull 
the  house  down  myself,”  he 
says!  “I'  am  fed  up  with 
people  trying  to  work  out 
how  best  to  tackle  the  job.” 

Tudor  House  now  stands 


in  the  Suffolk  village  of 
Rickinghall  at  the  top  of  a 
sweeping  gravel  driveway, 
but  it  began  life  in  an  urban 
setting  in  Stowmarket,  before 
being  moved  in  1958. 

like  Talbot  House,  it  was 
also  once  three  cottages. 
When  it  was  moved  the 
owners  were  able  to  rebuild 
to  modern  standards,  but 
there  is  enough  detailing" left 
for  it  to  look  the  Tudor  part.  It 
has  high  ceilings  —  unusual 
in  such  a  cottage  —  with 
carved  timbers,  an  oak  stair¬ 
case.  oak  floors  and  leaded- 
light  windows. 

ft  is  for  sale  at  a  guide 
price  of  £215,000  through 
Bedfords  in  Bury  St  Ed¬ 
munds:  01284  769  999. 
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London  and  Country  Estate  Agents 


Established  1872 
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SURREY -Kingston  Lease  to  2114  £475,000 
A  spacious  1st  floor  luxury  flat  with  spectacular  views  from  its  large  verandah  over 
v  acres  of  communal  gardens.  3  bedrooms.  2  bathrooms,  2  reception  rooms,  kitchen,  utility 
room,  storage,  underground  parking,  lift,  porter  and  security. 
WIMBLEDON  OFFICE:  0183  944  7172 
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BRAMERTON 
STREET,  SW3. 

Close  to  the  excellent 
local  amenities,  an 
extensive  house 
decorated  to  a  high 
standard,  with  an 
attractive  patio 
and  garden. 

5  bedrooms,  dressing 
room,  2  bathrooms, 
2  cloakrooms. 

2  reception  mams, 
kitchen,  study,  utility 
room  and  wine  cellar. 


Freehold 


£1*350,000 


CHELSEA  OFFICE: 
01733521484 


HAMPSHIRE  -  New  Forest  Price  Guide  £49^000 
Standing  in  private  mature  grounds,  an  imposing  country  house  with  a  guest  cottage,. 
4  bedrooms.  2  bathrooms.  2  reception  rooms,  kitchen,  study,  conservatory  and  garaging. 
About  0.6  ho  <15*  acres). 

LYMINCTON  OFFICE:  01590  677233 


FQXMORE  STREET,  SWT1.  Freehold  £700,000 
In  a  secluded  location,  a  beautifully  presented  house  with  excellent  entertaining  space 
and  dose  to  Battersea  Park.  5  bedrooms,  3  bathrooms,  dressing  area.  3  reception  rooms, 
kitchen,  study,  woric/pJayspace,  cloakroom,  utility  room  and  garden. 

.  BATTERSEA  OFFICE:  0171 228  0174 


LONDON  OFFICES 


COUNTRY  OFFICES 


BATTERSEA: 

BELGRAVIA: 

CHELSEA: 

FULHAM: 

KENSINGTON: 

MAYFAIR: 


0171-228  0174 
0171-730  9854 
0171-352  1484 
0171-7314223 
0171-727  0705 
0171-408  0055 


HEAD  OFFICE: 
CIRENCESTER: 


0171-493  4106 
01285  642244 


EAST  GRIN  STEAD:  01342  326326 


ST  JOHN'S  WOOD:  0171-722  5556 

WANDSWORTH:  0181-S71 3033 

WIMBLEDON:  0181-944  7172 


FARNHAM: 

LYMINCTON: 

NEWBURY: 

OXFORD: 

WINCHESTER: 


01252  737135 
01590  677233 
01635523225 
01865  311522 
01962  863131 


HONG  KONG:  00  852  2  872  5146 


26  CURZON  STREET,  LONDON  VV1Y  8LD 
0171-493  4106  FAX:  0171-629  6071 
email:  headofficeTjohndwood.co.uk 


LETTINGS  AND  MANAGEMENT 
To  lei  yotxr  house  or  flat  Central  London  0171-491 4311 
North  London  0171-722  3336  Wimbledon  &  Surrey  0181-946  9447 
South  of  the  M4  01256  398004  North  of  the  M4  01865  311522 


EBURY  STREET 
SW1. 


On  the  northern  side  of-. 
Ebury  Street,  a  period 
house  refurbished  to  a 
high  standard,  with  a 
1st  floor  drawing  .  . 
room  and  a  garden. 

3  bedrooms. 

2  bathrooms. 

2  reception  rooms, 
kitchen  and 
2  cloakrooms. 


Lease  to  2095 


£750,000 


BELGRAVIA  OFFICE: 
0171730  9854 
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HAMPSHIRE  -  St  Mary  Bourne  Price  Guide  £400,000 
A  wry  pretty  house,  set  in  delightful  grounds,  within  this  charming  and  quiet 
nllage  rn  the  Bourne  Valley.  4  bedrooms.  2  bathrooms,  3  reception  rooms,  kitchen, 
orchard  and  paddock.  About  523  ha  U  Jaerest. 
WINCHESTER  OFFICE:  01962  863131 


MULTON  ROAD,  SW18.  Freehold  £359,000 

To  the  west  of  Wandsworth  Common,  a  charming  period  fuusc  with  a  20.7m  (6791 
south-west  facing  garden.  4  bedrooms.  2  bathrooms,  2  reception  rooms,  kitchen, 
cloaknajni.  loft,  garage  and  off  street  parking. 

WANDSWORTH  OFFICE:  0181 871 3033 


OXTORpSHffiE-Hemptori  Price  Guides:  £325,000  to  £3751100 

A  h^h  quabn.- development  or  3  individual  Jam  style  piopX.S  S, 
OXFORD  OFFIO:  01865  311522  ' 
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Where  East  meets  West  Country 


PROPERTY  of  the  week 
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Author  Michael  Dobbs  with  a  few  of  his  faithful  friends 

Katherine  Bergen  senses  'good. 
karma  in  the  farmhouse  where 
Michael  Dobbs  invented  Urquhait 


s 


The  sitting  room  at  the  17th-century  farmhouse,  now  on  the  market  at  £550.000,  is  decorated  with  oriental  artefacts.  Local  craftsmen  made  the  specially  designed  furniture 


East  meets  West  Coun¬ 
try  in  the  Dorset 
home  of  Michael 
Dobbs,  die  best¬ 
selling  author,  which  is  for 
sale  for  ESSO, 000. 

In  the  vast  living  room 
statues  of  Buddha  stand  on 
pieces  of  furniture  made  by 
Dorset  craftsmen.  Sitar  music 
drifts  from  the  CD  player  in  • 
Mr  Dobbs's  study,  the  room 
where  he  conceived  Francis 
Urquhart,  the  Machiavellian 
protagonist  of  .  his  potitbal . 
novel  JHouse  of  Cards. 

The  17th-century  building  •; 
was  a  working  farmhouse 
until  15  years  ago  and  still  has 
a  traditional  thatched  roof  and 
the  two  huge  open  fireplaces, 
exposed  beams  and  flagstone, 
floors  —  though  -  now  with  ■ 
under-floor  heating  -  in  the  - 
sitting  room.  The  furniture,  by 
contrast,  is  modem  and  un¬ 
usual.  Designed  for  the  house 
and  crafted  by  students  of 
John  Makepeace,  it  too  is  for 
sale  if  due  buyer  is  interested. 

The  other  half  of  the  main  : 
reception  room  is  used  as  a 
dining  roam.  The  •  ten-seater  - 
dining  room  table  has  a  mor- 
bid  past.  "Bridport  [less  than 
two  miles  away]  was  the  centre 
of  the  rope-making  industry.” 
says  Mr  Dobbs.  "We  rescued 
the  wood  for  this  table  from 
the  old  Victorian  factory  where 
the  ropes,'  including  hang¬ 
mans  nooses,  were  made"  - 
The  thought  does  Pot  put 
him  off  his  food  —  “Capital 
punishment  is  .  not  for  me, 
although  there  are  plenty  of 
people  who  I  would  like  to  see 
strung  up,"  he  observes  drily. 

The  desk  where  he  writes 
his  political  novels  — '  the  latest 
is  nearly  completed  —  over¬ 
looks  a  scene  of  bucolic  splen¬ 
dour  which,  on  the  day  of  my 
visit,  was  enlivened  by  the 
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The  sprawling£ve-acre  grounds  contain  a  Japanese  garden,  vegetable  garden,  an  orchard  and  flower  meadow 


fragrant  activity  of  a  muck- 
spreading  tractor  creeping  up 
and  down  the  Adds. 

The  view  is  dominated  by 
the  cone  of  Colmers  HilL  a 
landmark  visible  for  miles 
around.  Mr  Dobbs  men  dons 
that  the  dozen  Scots  pines  at 
the  top  of  the  hill  grow  an  the 
site  Df  an  old  plague  pit- • 
‘This  is  said  to  be  one  of  the 
most  haunted  areas  of  the 
country  —  which  may  affect 
those  of  a  sensitive  disposition. 
As  you  know,  I  am  one  of  the 
least  sensitive  of  people.”  \  • 
The  house,  few.  may  be 
haunted.  A  previous  resident, 
who  was'  bom  in  the  house, 
told  Mr  Dobbs  that  the  ghost 
of  an  old  monk  used  to  come 
and  sit  on  her  bed.  He  has  not 
seen  the  monk  but  .Mrs 
Dobbs,  a  Buddhist  lama;  reck¬ 
ons  any  evil  spirits  would  be 
turned  back  by  the  Buddhas. 


HOMES 


with  great  carved  orbs  for  legs. 
‘When  my  wife  was  discussing 
the  design,  she  asked  for  a  bed 
with  balls  and  this  was  the 
result,"  explains  the  author. 


The  adjacent  bathroom 
has  the  kind  of  view 
which  makes  you 
want  to  stay  in  the 
Jacuzzi  all  day.  Mr  Dobbs 
likes  to  watch  fox-hunting 
from  his  tub,  and  he  points  out 
how  the  beauty  of  the  country¬ 
side  owes  much  to  hunting:  “I 
have  to  thank  the  fox-hunting 
fraternity  fen-  my  view— lots  of 
copses  and  trees  and  hedge¬ 
rows,  the  kind  of  countryside 
they  like  to  preserve.  I  always 
shout  for  the  fox.  so  that  the 
hounds  get  better  excerrise. 
The  hunts  around  here  are 
very  bad.  anyway  —  the  most 
they  catch  is  a  cold  unless 
they're  chasing  a  fox  with 


Frauds  Urquhart,  Tory  party  mascot,  guards  the  study 


BARONESS  James  of 
Holland  Park  OBE 
;  (P.D  James), '  author, 
.'fives  with  her  cat  in  a 
Georgian  .  Regency. 
house(left)  in  HoHand 
Park.  London.  The 
house,  with  a  base¬ 
ment  kitchen  dveriooik- 
ing  a  courtyard, 
houses  her  collection  of 
court  trials;  James  also 
has  a  house  in  Oxford- 


Mr  Dobbs  himself  keeps 
evil  spirits  at  bay  with  the 
large  cardboard  figure  of  Ur- 
quhart  which  dominates  his 
study.  .So  effective  is  it  that  it 
was  even  used  as  a  mascot  in  a 


PEW  English  counties  remain 
untouched  by  the  web  of 
motorways  that  is  spanning 
the- land,  but  Dorset  is  one  of 
them.  The  A303  from  London 
to  Exeter  is  the  nearest  dual 
carriageway. 

.  Expect  two  and  a  half  hours 
for  a  reasonable  rim  from 
London  to  Sherboume,  and 
add  another  hour  to  Lyme 
Regis  in  the  west  It  is  two 
hours  from  London  Waterloo 
on  die  “fast”  train  service  to 
Shaftesbury.  This  is  not. the 
stuff  of  a  commuters'  dreams, 
and  the  county  has  therefore 
tended  to  be  immune  to  the 
creeping  expansion  of  the 
London  daily  commuter  belt 
This  has  enabled  Dorset  to 
preserve  much  of  its  sleepy 
charm.  Itbas  also  preserved  a 
longstanding  price  differential 
in  the  property  market  but 
that  is  tending  to  narrow  with 
the  emergence  of  a  more 
flexible  breed  of  buyert 
“Seventy-five  per  cent  of  our 
mailing  list  now  is  to  people 
outside  the  area,  mainly 
,  London  and  .the  Home  Coun¬ 
ties,”  says  Julian  Bunkall  of 
Jackson-Stops  &  Staff's  Dor¬ 
chester  office.  Dorset's  market 
is  doing  very  nicely  from 
retired  people  and  second- 
home  owners'  but  mareasm£ly 
is  attracting  younger  ferailies  • 
and  middle-aged  people  look¬ 
ing  for  a  change  of  life.  Some 
wage-earners,  commute  week¬ 
ly  or  go  up  to  Londoo-for  a  few  - 
days*a  weefc  others  ruri-fhrir- 
business  from  home  with  a 


Conservative  Party  leadership 
campaign..  Close  inspection 
reveals  the  inscription  “J.M. 
for  PM". 

The  main  bedroom  has  an 
extraordinary  hand-made  bed 
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who  acts  for  Knight  Frank  in 
Sherboume,  cites  Buckshaw 
House  which  recently  went  on 
the  market  at  Elm,  attracted 
60  viewers  and  four  bidders, 
and  has  just  sold  for  substan¬ 
tially  more  than  the  asking 
price. 

THE  coast  itself  is  largely 
protected  and  it  is  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  property  on  it, 

except  in  centres  such  as  the 
touristy  and  charmless  Wey¬ 
mouth,  or  Lyme  Regis,  which 
does  boast  some  fine  period 
properties  and  considerable 
charm. 

'Most  buyers  settle  far 
inland  alternatives  within 
striking  distance  of  the  sea. 
Popular  areas  include  "the 
Bride  Vatiey  triangle  between 
Bridport,  Dorchester  and 


computer  and  a  fax.  The 
-strong  reputation  of  the  coun¬ 
ty’s  schools  is  a  bonus. 

North  and  east  Dorset  are 
more  accessible  for  those  who 
have  to  travel  regularly,  and 
property  there  commands  a 
5-10  per  cent  premium.  But 
Martin  Bowen-Ashwin  at 
Humberts  in  Bridport  sug¬ 
gests  this  has  been  eroded  to 
some  extent  by  the  improve¬ 
ments  to  the  A3CB.  and  by  the 
fact  that  “buyers  in  west 
Dorset  aren't  wanting  to  com¬ 
mute:  it's  a  different  kind  of 
market". 

Prices  have  risen  between  10 
and  20  per  cent  during  the 
past  year,  fooughroosr  excite¬ 
ment  has  Been  at  tile  top  end  of  - 
the  market,  fuelled  directly  by 
lucrative-  house  -  sales  in  - 
London.  Michael  de  Pel  el 


three  legs  or  a  bad  case  of 
mange." 

The  oriental  theme  in  die 
house  extends  to  the  gardens. 
The  five-acre  grounds  were  a 
wilderness  when  the  Dobbs 
and  their  two  children  moved 
in  five  years  ago. 

Now  there  are  distinct  ar¬ 
eas.  There  is  a  Japanese 
garden,  a  careful  arrangement 
of  gravel  and  rounded  stones 
with  a  simple  wooden  bridge 
and  seat  looking  over  a  pond. 

There  is  also  a  walled  vege¬ 
table  garden,  an  orchard  and 
a  wild  flower  meadow,  and 
Mr  Dobbs  has  just  planted 
300  native  broadleal  trees. 
Drought  should  never  prove  to 
be  a  problem  here:  a  water 
diviner  has  detected  running 
water  beneath  the  grounds. 

The  cottage  in  the  grounds 
includes  a  Buddhist  shrine 
roam  painted  in  vibrant  reds 
and  yellows,  three  double 
bedrooms  and  a  kitchen.  It 
could  be  a  self-sufficient 
guesthouse  or  a  useful  adjunct 
to  the  main  house,  which  has 
only  three  bedrooms  (al¬ 
though  there  is  planning  con¬ 
sent  for  the  construction  of  a 
two-storey  extension). 

In  addition  to  glorious  views 
and  a  ghostly  monk,  the 
house’s  buyer  will  also  inherit 
the  family  of  owls  in  the  bam. 
Generations  have  been  reared 
there  in  the  nesting  box,  and 
Mr  Dobbs  is  very  fond  of 
them.  He  once  even  disman¬ 
tled  the  small  wood-burning 
stove  in  the  television  area  on 
the  kitchen  to  rescue  an  owlet 
that  had  fallen  down  the 
chimney  during  a  storm. 

After  refreshing  the  con¬ 
fused  creature  in  the  rain,  he 
returned  it  to  the  bam  only  for 
the  family  labrador  to  bring  it 
back  indoors. 

•  Agent:  Humberts  01308  422215. 


Weymouth  (Abbots bury.  Bur¬ 
ton  Brad  stock);  the  area 
around  Egerton  Hill  (Bea- 
minster,  Powerstock),  Marsh- 
wood  Vale  west  of  Bridport 
(Whitchurch  Canoncorum. 
■worth  moving  to  for  the  name 
alone)  and  the  Lyme  Regis 
hinterland,  as  well  as  towns 
such  as  Sherboume,  Bland- 
ford  Forum,  Wareham  and 
Dorchester. 

Small  village  cottages  range 
between  £60.000  and  £90,000, 
and  are  eagerly  snapped  up  as 
second  homes.  Julian  Bunkall 
reports  “a  glut  of  interest  and 
at  least  half  a  dozen  bidders” 
for  a  little  two-bedroom  cot¬ 
tage  with  views  that  will  be 
auctioned  on  October  22.  He 
originally  quoted  £75,000  for  it 

but  now  expects  £100,000. 
Larger  detached  cottages  sell 
for  £150,000- £200,000. 

At  the  top  of  the  market, 
larger  farmhouses  and  small 
manor  houses  start  at 
£250,000,  though  many  of  the 
old  properties  have  had  their 
land  sold  off  over  the  years. 

“We’re  very  short  of  prop¬ 
erty  with  more  than  two  or 
three  acres,”  observes  Bowen- 
Ashwin.  “An  extra  acre  is 
likely  to  add  £10,000  to 
£15,000  to  the  house  price." 

De  Pelet  agrees:  “An  old 
rectory  with  a  few  acres  at  the 
edge  of  a  village  is  like  gold 
dust"  Expect  to  pay  £600,000 
plus  if  you  are  lucky  enough  to 
stumble  across  one* 

Faith  Glasgow 
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RISING  house  prices  could  push  up  the  cost  of  home  loans,  according  to 
experts  from  the  Nationwide  Building  Society,  who  published  a  report  on 
house  prices  this  week.  They  say  average  house  prices  in  the  UK  pined 
12.9  per  cent  in  the  past  12  months,  rising  1.7  per  cent  this  month,  and 
are  still  moving  up,  despite  increased  mortpp  Interest  rates. 

Demand  for  homes  remains  strong,  particularly  in  London  and  the 
Southeast,  where  prices  have  been  pushed  up  by  a  lack  of  supply. 
Despite  higher  prices,  the  shortage  of  properties  on  the  market  Is  still  a 
problem  for  buyers  in  most  areas  and  transactions  are  falling 

“It  is  disappointing  that  supply  has  so  farfailed  to  respond  to  higher 
prices.  Nevertheless,  this  is  likely  to  be  temporary  and  an  expected 
Increase  in  properties  coming  onto  the  market  will  see  an  eventual 
easing  in  price  pressures.  However,  recent  economic  indicators  might 
force  another  interest  rate  rise  this  autumn,"  said  Dr  Sanderson,  head  of 
research  at  the  Nationwide. 

The  Halifax  Is  more  cautious.  Its  House  Price  Index,  also  published  this 
week  said  average  house  prices  In  the  UK  are  6.9  per  cent  higher  than 
in  September  last  year.  Gary  Marsh  of  the  Halifax  said:  "The  market  is 
recovering  steadier,  but  the  number  of  transactions  remains  low.  Even  in 
London,  the  peak  has  passed.  We  expect  bank  base  rats  to  rise  to  7J5 
per  cent  within  the  next  six  months’. 


,  SBC  I 


A  two-bedroom  maisonette  on  the  pound  and  fust  floor  at  this  Victorian 
terraced  house  with  a  43ft  rear  garden,  in  Temperley  Road. 
Wandsworth,  London  SW12.  is  on  the  market  at  £160,000.  for  a  share 
of  the  freehold.  (Douglas  &  Gordon.  0181-673  0191). 


spend  a.  little  more  (£165,000;  in  North  Yorkshire,  and  you  could  buy 
Line  Tree  House,  a  detached  three-bedroom,  three-reception  room, 
stone-built  period  cottage,  with  a  walled  garden,  in  East  Whltton. 
near  Leyfturn,  Wertsleydale.  (GA  Town  &  Country  01969  623451). 


In  Scotland.  £165,000  wHt  buy  Hilton  farmhouse,  a  five-bedroom,  three 
reception  room,  traditional  farm  house  in  an  acre  of  garden,  on  the  Angus 
coast,  overlooking  Lunan  Bay  and  the  North  Sea.  It  includes  a  range  of . 
autbvtkflngs  and  paddocks.  (Savflls,  01356  6221S7L 

CHERYL  TAYLOR 
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TO  ADVERTISE  CALL- 

PROPERTY 

0171 4811986  fTRADE) 
0171 481 4000  (PRIVATE) 
F>WC:  0171 782  7799  0171782  7828 

LONDON  PROPERTY  I  NORTH  OF  THE 
THAMES 


CITY  &  WEST  END  FULHAM 


LONDON 

POSTMAN  MANSIONS, 
CHILTERN  ST.  WI 

Omnuine  fnlW  icfiat1  4* 

Obo,  04  liumlpma  pwwrt 

Hock.  3  bed.  2  tafc.  GCHLFF 
luuko  oD  McfWd  qvttam. 
f.,-^b-ni  lumm  tsrthnn.  Log 
Lew.  Stare  of  treetaAL  £»ftMQ 
IVMr  aie  MSI  9M  IMS  ft 
W73  321790 
NoMgmu. 


NORTHOFTHE 

THAMES 


KENSINGTON  & 
CHELSEA 


BEDFORDSHIRE  I  LONDON  PROPERTY 


CJUHDCN  TOMM  NW1 .  Aictalwccm 
•scant  G/T  1  M  Oat  ta  nan 
CrlnUy  HB.  block  In  qolot 


CHALK  MUM.  -radio  dal.  don 
to  cubo.  -kora  o*  cm  hoW 
ESBJ5Q0.  m  omi  203  l»M 
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CHISWICK 

BORDER 

Aitbarct's  ft  humor  Designer's 
jpaciats  ft  oniqm  Vktocuo  sAJ 
Hone,  wealth  orig  features. 

4  Cptaccs.  quiet  KUSld  sfter 
Coaservsioa  Aim.  Superb  tube  - 
Hofbnra  ft  Heathrow  20  umn. 
Qutwick  High  RU  5  am*.  3dHe 
beds.  2  tat  boths.  Uau  lecep, 
quality  fined  Mrfira  ft  nmtwi 
gdn  (m.  rouble  floorv  80  ft 
seemed  tfsmped  gardes.  »aM] 
of  baili  instance.  Moat  be  seen. 
049300.  Rill  set  deads  avail. 
Trt/Fax:  0181 SN  219012*  hr) 


TWO’S 

COMPANY... 

...when  you  find  the  girl 
of  your  dreams!  Check 
out  our  Rendezvous 
section  for  the  best  way 
to  meet  ihat  SPECIAL 
someone.  Now  with  free 
voice  messaging  system 
-  see  WEEKEND  for 
details. 

THE^nmMES 


LOFT 
REGENTS 
PK/MARYLEBONE 
Top  Dour  GeorgEO  House 
Open  plan  2  bed  mezzanines 
Fireplace*  +  original  timber  Soars 
Skylights 

580  spare  feet  ippnu  (bar  oca 
Steed  freehold  05*000 
01717063007 


LAUNCH  WEEKEND  4TH  AMO  5TH  OCTOBER 

6E  THE  FIRST  TO  RESERVF  YOUR  APARTMENT  THIS  WEEKEND. 
JOIN  US  AT  THE  MULBERRY  BUSH,  89  UPPER  GROUND, 
WATERLOO  SET  FROM  1PM  TO  5PM. 


£125,000  to  £225,000 


RAHAM  SW«.  Altncdra  eta 
Oat.  Ifl  bad.  Panama  Oma 
Tab-  5  abe  ok  lose.  £138^300. 
Itt  0171  781788908.  akl 

WIDOW  CM.  Edwaadlan  2  dbte 
bad  lac  flr  PB  On  99  TT  taaaa 
etatyso.  0171  73d  idoi  cm 


WIMBLEDON 


Tet  0171 373  2855(E.w<«e) 
01717349800(0} 


by  aasctloo  27th  Oct.  Andrew,  > 
bobaitaom  0171  703  2M2 


Lew*-.  An  of 
■bhciaeft 


Upper  l.n^^etyl 
LCEUi.pnha.lapl 


TffeMCIMSm  wW713S*m 
VniniMWI 


PIMUU  BTYUNB  WITH  A  HSTVC 

W  Burglar  alarm 

■  Photographic  telephone  entry  . 
system  with  PAC  digital  reader 

■'  Hl-tech  space  saving  electric 
ceiling.heat^ig.  *•  • 

■  Fitted  Idtdym  with  integrated 
appfiances  mdudiog;  oven,  hob, 
extractor  hood,  fridge/freezer,  > 
washer/dryer  and  dishwasher 


ttaSari  ceramic  fully  died  bathrooms  unth 
power  showers  . 

Some  with  ervsuite  bathrooms 
Sealed  imit  double  glazing 
Fitted  carpets 

999  year  lease -virtual  freehold 
Free  one  year  membership  to  The  Savoy 
Hotel  Health  Qub  -  The  Fitness  Gallery 


Contact  David  Hodgson  or 
Mark  Brown  on  0171  731  7111 


COUNTRY  PROPERTY 


The  Guild  of  Professional  Estate  Agents 


BARTON  ON  SEA,  HANTS  £169,950 

Can  temporary  golfing  lodge  in  a  prestigious  development 
adjacent  to  Barton  Cob'  Club.  Entrance  hall,  cloakroom, 
fitted  kitchen.  L-chapoi  untngfdlning  room,  tun  lounes.  2 
bedrooms  (maser  amice),  bathroom,  landscaped  gidm. 
Murray  &  Hawyarts  17-19  Old  Milton  Rd. 

Nr*'  Milton.  Hants  PI  425  6386% 


DESPORD,  LEICS  £34,950 
Delightful  quality  apartment  on  2  floors  in  listed  building 
near  to  church.  Magnificent  entrance  ami  stain,  1 T  x  !6‘ 
drawing  room.  16'  kitchen/dinur,  2  buds,  luxury  bath¬ 
room.  Garage.  Storage  to  celbt  [—■ — ] 

Cuccty  Residential,  Town  Hall  Sj 
Leicester  01 16  255  3673  I  ] 
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KH4NINGION  ROAD.  LONDON 

A  subuanrial  Georgian  burse  built  circa  1 7S7.  The  prop¬ 
erty  offers  a  pamcuhrlr  larse  lint  flew  drawing  ro«n. 
separate  timing  room,  study.  4  hedfi-ims,  2  bathrooms, 
kitchen  &  garden-  5  rainurcs  from  M/aierhm  Inti  tonuujL 
Pimq  Smith  Res.  1 91  Ken:.t«Tok  La.  t*&**?*j 

L^NDOK  0171  735  9510  L”g§-d 


v' 


WORCESTERSHIRE  POA 

A  "very  fine  half  timbered  luted  Grade  i  cvntry  how  set 
in  dell^irtul  owmrryndc  with  etccfleni  .tee?  to  M5/M42 
tnutunvjy  omneenum.  Fnrm.il  isuilcm,  Fake.  p&mrv  land 
,  approx  85  acre*. 

QUAN-TRILLS,  4-6  Hiuh  St.  Slttun  Gxattix? 

West  Mu-LArJi*  TfcL.  0121  354  9229 


RAMSGATE.  KENT  £150,000 

Detached  family  home,  sea  bom  location-  3 -bedrooms, 
lounge,  kitchcn/birakfasr  room,  duung  room,  dokboon, 
huhroom.  tandem  pirage,  gas  fired  central  bearing, 
wctxkkry  double  glaang,  garden  front  fit.  rear. 

Cooke  ;k  Co.  18  King  Street. 

Ramsgate  01343851322 


loom:  s  lo. 


CLOCK  TOWER  MEWS.  N1  £245,000 

Centrally  heated  3  bedroom  mews  house  with  is  own 
secluded  28'  south  facing  retraced  garden.  Kirchen/dmer; 
fitted  ha  throw  m.  clockrowra  &  second  WC,  wide  garage. 
Quiet  location. 

Evans  Baler.  6  Camden  Wk„  Camden 
Pas- AO e.  Islington  Cl 71  354  0066 


NR  STOCKTON  HEATH.  KNUTSFORD£299^CO 
A  detached  late  Vktnrun  house  of  wpeib  proportions. 
Accrm.sianun  over  3  fU».<n  mdudes  S  bedrooms,  large 
cellar  comes  room.  5  large  reception  rooms.  Cxnge  ami 
uutbuildmo  Views  over  canal  anJ  open  tana  Lmi 
Iamei-Slar,  311  Hiuh  St 
Em«,  EfSX  01992  560056 


i+i-rL*'  ■  y  -•-*  i*U .  '  v 


HOOK  HEATH  WOKING  £550J300 
Modem  btnilvIsTux:  serin  private cuJ-de-si^  5bedn.wnu, 
3  hadevnm  5  raxpooti  roona.  Itupnanr  Lmdc^cd  syounh. 
double  gwage.  Viewing  highly  recommended  ry  Sole 
Agerc. 

LjNiJH  6t  Company.  93  Hic.h  St 
Hofcni.  Wen®;;;  Tel  Ol+sj  731 GGC 


CLACTON-ON-SEA,  ESSEX  £179,995 

One  mile  ficra  mainline  railway  srarinn.  sparious  detached 
residence  ckae  to  scs^ora.  2  large  teceptioo  rooms,  corwer- 
vaoorv/sun  lounge,  fined  kitchen,  utility;  showet  dockroom. 
5  bedrooms  on  fim  floot  further  2  second  floor  room. 
John  V  Siwn  &  Ox  16  Statkm  Rt\ 

CLactcn-cn-S£a  01255  221121 


NR  CHICHESTER,  WEST  SUSSEX  OIRO  £500000 

Vkhtuo  Rectory  on  mam  road  converted  co  6  bedroom 
guesthouse  with  2  seif  contained  flats.  3  garages,  stables, 
large  barn.  2  acre  garden,  paddock  etc. 

SlMS-WlLUAMS,  SSCVJTHGAH 
Chichester  01243  787868 


ASHFORD  CARBONELL  otSO  £295,000 
5pteruLl  readence  set  m  own  grounds.  5  miles  from 
Ludlow.  4  bedrooms,  drawing  room,  sitting  toota,  utility 
&.  kircKen.  Large  double  garage,  mature  gardens  with 
stream  &  warerialL  paddock  of  approx  3.5  acres. 
M.:Captn7w..  16-17  Huh  St. 

U-TLca.  SwwrsrURf  01584  872153 


^TcCirtncTs  | 


LITTLE  WNGSHILL-  OFFERS  £275,000 
Family  house  beared  in  Chilrem  Hills.  5  bedrooms, 
bathroom,  lounge,  dining  room,  study,,  krtcben/btealdast 
room,  utility,  triple  garage,  ride  and  rear  gardens.  Gardenert 
WC 

Hitkiaiz  Estate,  2  Approach,  » hndnn-rfn 
Hclmer  Grbn,  Bucks.  01494  717889  riyucHaiK 


NEARHAWKSHEAD  ckehs  around  £325jOOO. 

A  fine  stone  built  Lakeland' home  with  plenty  of 
chaiactec  and  5/6  bedrooms.  Extensive  wooded  grounds 
of  approx  4  acres.  Close  to  Lake  Windermere. 


Matthews  Bbjjamin.  louomuob  Villa 
Kelso:  Road,  Amrjkee  01539432220 


•Vje'  ^ 


FLACKWELL  HEATH,  BUCKS  £259,950 
An  indmdual  detached  family  home,  attractively  styled 
occupying  a  popular  village  bcarion.  4  bedrooms, 
3  reception  and  plans  have  been  drawn  to  extend  the 
existing  accommodation  if  required.  (5TPF) 

Woocman  &  Partners,  12  Straight  Bit 
FUckwbi  Heath.  Bucks  01628  851300 


SPAIN  AND  SUSSEX,  APROX  £146,000 

Country  hones  hi  Menotca,  Mainland  Jivta  and  Ear  Simex. 
Fhcco  shows  Meraxcan  fermhouae  approx  half  acre.  3  beth. 


CHERITON  BISHOP  OHIO  £200,000 

A  weD-mainoined  detached  character  chudwd  0 
wish  4  hot i win.  Bam.  Ganders.  Otchwiling. 
Apprcw  2  acres.  Stream.  Dreg) job reiocarien. reahwic price 
sought  for  this  prepary 
Gorton  Vrx  &.  Raiomrs.  Bprxc  Hse 
Oblamptcm,  Denvx  01837  52371 


BECKENHAM,  KENT  OERO  £300,000  F/H 

An  impressive  period  home  with  extensive  accommoda- 
tfoa  over  three  flow.  7ff  walled  garden,  garage, 
conservatory,  ^  about  1/2  mile  fcern  Beckenham  High 
Street.  Must  be  viewed. 

Charts  Ecsw,  i  Kasr  Park  Rn. 

BfeOBMAM,  Kent  0181  663  1964 


SOMERSET  £250,000 

A  brand  new  xpemx  detached  heuse  fitcod  to  a  hj^i  sews- 
^8“  W  Joe  ^rden  wgh  views  over  upen  coumyside. 
Croc Gx\  ilntetor^-)  3  miles  Bnacvi  J  miles. 

TK.G.  LmoiCE  &  Son.  20  Princes  St  aajgflgB 
Yscmu  Srtsp-st  C1935  410777 


£250,000 

High  qualiry  bam  convenkm  fitted  to  a  high  scmdanL 
Luge  garden  with  ext  crave  country  views.  Between 
Castle  Cary  and  Bnjcon. 

TiLG.  Lawknce  &  Sew.  20  Prbccb  Sr 

YtavTL,  Somerset  01935  41Q777  ~MmKT 


5;  ••  •: 
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PINNER,  MIDDX  £359,950 

A  fine  5^b^oota.  2  bmhrocm  Edwardian  detached  house 
bmfcm  1903  with  a  brer  extension.'  The  property  has  a 
aiEt  garage  via  a  particularly  good  frontajp:  with  a  carriage 
driveway.  Good  shed  garden  m  npy 

Gek  GoIesie,  1  Chatcl  Lane,  . 

Mioox  0181  866 2777 


A;TRuv.:iiiNc;  400  Ow  r<  N.-\t'onal;.v  •  Nine  Coloi.  r  NhuA/i^  •  l.o>  al,  Racrw •■nai.,  Nai-w!  ;i  j;.x,T;'  ,v’..  ( 

Fv>r  a  tree  Ji rec u >r\*^ i )t  0 ut L^Memher>  who  provide  prohahiv  the  finot  hcivction.  of  properly  in  Enpiand  and  Wak> 
-ii  14^0  0 546^1  or  on  the  internet  at  http://vN'\v\v.pn'4'erty-piattMnn.L'OiTi 
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A  prestige  newiy  built  residential  landmark 
on  the  North  Bank  of  the  Thames  with 


direct  frontage  to  Limehouse  Reach 


finished  to  the  highest  standard  throughout,,  every  apartment  benefits  from: 


•  Secure  parking  with 

;  electronically  controlled  gates.. 

•  Porterage. 


•  8-passenger  lifts  to  ail  floors.  ;* 


•  Fully carpeted,  superior 

communal  areas. 

-  —  -  .  ‘ 

•  Video  entry  system. 


Riverside  Piazza. 

Westferry  DLR  station  is  a  short  walk 
away  -iOmins  journey  to  Bank. 


A  state-of-the-art  gymnasium. 


H|gh  quality  wood  strip  or  carpeted  floors. 
Fully  fitted  luxury  kitchens  with  a  range 
of  integrated  appliances.. 


Reservations  are  now  being  taken  from 

£ 1 30,000  to  £4 1 0,000 

.Penthouse  now  available-  price  on  application 


SALES  CENTRE  OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK  Tel:  0171-536  9380 


DTZ  Debenham 
Thorpe 

Rv.-’McnlM 


A  NEW  HOME 
IN  DEVON 


k*2MH(l 


OXFORDSHIRE 


N  Oxford  18 


zm  <01993}  8Z23 


Knight  frT 
1  rank 


Oxford  ibocc  9  mile, 

Aa  attnetfra  and  wtB 
phwwl  period  coach  Imtot 
Id  (fee  bead  at  thh  popular 
OlfuillUlt 

2  Reception  Roam.  Kbctea, 
Cknkroom.  3  Bedrooms. 
EWtnoni.  Sbonwr  Roodl 
Courtyard  OwVj 
Guide  Price  £225^)60 
Apply:  Oxford 
(01865)790077 


ARUNDEL 
RIVERSIDE 
West  Sunn 


%£2t 


PORTUGAL 


MBMVfellMMMtBAlHb 


LONDON  RENTALS 


LUROI 


BRAND 


Super  Cannes 


WALES 


LAGOS 


SHROPSHIRE 


WYLYE 

VALLEY, 


i  m  vci :  i  i  : 


A  maqne  ex  Craning  Kecpcn 
cottage  with  apecaealaropoa 
country  view  Original 
Victorian  f«mv  Loogc, 
large  new  tally  fitted 
room. 

eouservstoryfatlhiy.  2 
iwiiniMM  Victorian  iwiHi.'m 
large  renace.  large  gaulcfl. 
025^00  (FREEHOLD) 


i  u  :*  Iffil  :c:  iTCCi 


rtrr 


BUZZARDS 

CJRCUNGINAIR 


awellMnatldoAb 
hedaxned  &nnh«M  in  Smth 
qw^wiww.  7  *"fir  ibHml 


Td:  01547  530855 
Needs  to  be  semi 


for  appointment  to  rtew 


PROPERTY  WANTED 


Vi  aae  bnfldlqg  piots  with 
panonmir  eeean  vtewa  on 
preKfgfeaf  sew  dmefcamorf  a 
Ifae  pranjr  Lta.  Bay  Vilngc  no 
Lagoa 

Fbx  pdccaftom  £40000  or 


0181 873 1747 


SPAIN 


Titaftt J**30171 


bubs,  a  itro. 
L71  724  9919 


T7*-'2WZV-iVl 


COSTA  DEL  SOL 


large  icnside  flat 
1  anile  Soto  Cnodt  £  VaUcnana 
3  doable  bed.  new  kitchen 
Laigc  balcony.  raperb  sea  views 
ft  badnog.  tatty  ftmidied. 


Ttaxlg«2k3M2 
n  ar  mb,  fr  £350 
0171  488  14S8 


W1  Pamtsbad  Had  >  ml 
mnxUo  Oat.  eaaopw  «scL  Tat 
0171  430  5345 


OVERSEAS 

PROPERTY 


SOMERSET 


ran,  * 

h  97.  for 


6475000  Comxri  TwwUJ 
COomn  7  T,  «W>  Olfifao  21188ft 


?WT: 


DREWEATT  NEATE 


OTHAM,  KENT 


Major  portion  of  Country 
Home.  Spacious 
accommodation. 
Defiofttful  gardens 


PHcb  £240000 


Tel  &A  Town  &  Country 
01622  765241 


ILM1NSTER 


RETIREMENT  HOUSE 
3  DBLE  BED,  2  BATH 

Esdud  ve  English  Cmntyard  drv. 
VnyspKtethmririlhpiintB 
patio,  ffudm.  laipc  mijntnnrd 
gardens.  U  hour  manager  service 

Price  £189,950  ono 
TeL  0146057882 


mabbeula 

Private  Property . 

4  bed  4  bath  hut  viUa. 
swimming  pool,  dble  garage 
famastic  wine  ceOax/ioom. 
land  2JOOO  Sq  m  Villa 
400  Sq  m  Furnished, 
(mastic  vahe/barpmi. 


W1  Vina  |oa  nawfeaa  sob*  3  bd2 
-  lHh  IT  nr  Tnbr  £478  pm.  City 
lao  0171  488  1458 _ 


BATTERSEA, 

SW11 


%n  lining  fndimlik.  HcAnomAni 

jMriipww  -  cur  co-taMCa  Imxvy  Cfih 
Doer  nvexsido  ^anmeol. 

with  balcony. 


VACATION  ailB. 


khchoB  widi  qoafily 


U  '  I  A  S 


Pities  bom  tt0j00G-£4m 


Wcr-iLD  Class  Hovss 


SURREY 


LAND  FOR  SALE 


osyto  oovu  Ref  001 
FmMdFF  7^88,000 

Email  .  Ib#1m  oihnnd  ra  nk 
Fac  0171-734  fi234 
-0171- 


AnMk  Had  November. 

Offers  £2^Mpan 
0181 675  6565 


SPITAJLFIELDS 


S  minaKa  bun  Liverpool  5l 
SBnoo.  Stanaing.  ipfit  fevd  I  bed 

flat  in  Pferiod  Style  baddng.  PuBy 

AaMwd  widi  aadom  ft  apodal 
paint  fimahea.  Banja  with  TV. 
Tidto,  vnaDOOg  ^llint1^  machine  A. 
nkctowave.  £2Sww  cmIibwi. 
Mia  Idling  period  12  oxwbx. 

To  view  oA0171 377  97S7 


COUNTRY  RENTALS 


L402  3275 


FRANCE 


■TO—  POTT  14  ado  Data.  8  bod. 

T/F=  0171  930  OP3P _ 


COMMERCIAL 

PROPERTY 


NORFOLK 


CO«K  CITY  Cmm  1700aq  ft 


Nr  Sevanoafa,  Kant 
BUILDMG  PLOTTO  BE 
SOLD  VWTH  COfBWHJ 
SUED  CONTRACT 
for  hrm  VktoriM  tqft  dMMfod 
heal*  «£kh  Men  paridhad  Mtag 
Guide  prka  £655,000  FmtaW 

Tel:  01732  369935 


HOMES 


kSaofla+VfovftCb. 

•  (01923}  *54844. 


English  Courryard  have  a  limited  number  of  luxury 
retirement  houses  &  fiats  available  an- 


Upton-upon€ewrn,Worcs  -  Puddtetown,  Dorset 
Long  Metford,  Suffolk  -Torquay,  Devon 
Prices  from  £79JQD  to  C127JOO 
Freephone  0800  220858  quoting  ref  RQ4 


S  UoOori  Sl*  UMpH 


We  hove  just  one  remaining  5  bedroom  home  at  Avalon  Park, 
a  collection  of  just  15  exclusive  homes  in  the  heart  of 


Somerset 


The  'Sussex'  (Plot  T2)  features 
a  fully  fitted  lutchen/breaMast 
room,  -separate  dining,  family 
room,  doalcs,  utility,  3 
berths  aid  a  detached 
double  garage. 

Price  £205,000. 

•Full  Value  Part 

Exchange  or  5  year 

Fixed  Rate  Mortgage’  ovotBP 

Tel:  (01278)  723460 


>  1  ranKw  per  vela  wbiad  to  riohn,  term  & 
font.  Pfiotogoph  daws  a  lypsaJ  Sussex. 


THE  SUNDAY" TIMES 
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TIMES  CLASSIFIED  MEANS  SATISFIED 
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12  •  pets _ 

Carol  Price  on  the  beagles  saved 


from  grisly  animal  experiments 


WEEKEND  -  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  II 1997 


MEWS  TEAM 


Rescued 
from  a 
dog’s  life 

People  said  die  place  these  dogs  go  through  i 
reminded  them  of  a  laboratories  is  immense.  The 
concentration  camp,  are  injected  with,  or  force-fee 
Even  experienced  anything  from  pesticides  I 


-  T  people  said  die  place 
1  Jf  reminded  them  of  a 
I  '  concentration  camp. 

M.  Even  experienced 
animal  welfare  workers  were 
shocked  as  terrified  dogs  tried 
to  curl  themselves  up  as  small 
as  they  could  jn  the  back  of 
their  kennels  to  hide  from  us. 
Many  rescuers  were  in  tears." 

Andrew  Builer  of  the  charity 
Pgta  (People  for  the  Ethical 
Treatment  of  Animals)  is  re¬ 
calling  his  recent  mission. 
along  with  other  rescue  agen¬ 
cies,  to  remove  L2b  dogs  from 
Consort,  a  Hereford -based 
laboratory  beagle-breeding 
centre,  before  it  closed  down 
two  weeks  ago.  The  charities 
paid  £250  each  for  the  dogs  to 
save  them  from  being  sold  to 
the  research  industry.  "They 
wouldn't  give  them  away." 
says  Mr  Butler.  “We  got  them 
cheap  because  they'd  satur¬ 
ated  the  research  market." 

The  dogs  were  destined  for 
gruesome  chemical  toxicity 
tests  but  instead  they  are 
waiting  for  new  homes  in 
rescue  centres  nationwide.  Mr 
Butler  says:  ‘The  suffering 


The  career  paths  leading 
from  the  Royal  Veteri¬ 
nary  College  in  London 
on  graduation  day  are  dearly 
signposted:  they  connect  to  a 
lifetime  spent  ministering  to 
cats  and  dogs  and  hamsters,  to 
cows  and  pigs  and  horses. 

Gladys  Kalema  took  an 
unmarked  route  that  bypassed 
all  the  usual  applications  of  a 
vefs  skills,  into  a  high-octane 
job  which  few  graduates  will 
see  so  early  in  their  working 
lives.  Last  year,  at  the  age  of 
26.  she  became  the  Ugandan 
Wildlife  Service's  chief  (and 
only)  vet,  the  first  person  to  fill 
the  post  for  30  years  and  easily 
the  youngest. 

Her  job  specification  is 
daunting.  Uganda's  wildlife 


::  & 


these  dogs  go  through  in 
laboratories  is  immense.  They 
are  injected  with,  or  force-fed, 
anything  from  pesticides  to 
household  cleaning  sub¬ 
stances  for  up  to  4D  days. 
Their  fur  may  be  shaved  off 
and  their  skin  exposed  to  all 
manner  of  chemicals  and  sol¬ 
vents.  They  suffer  nausea, 
vomiting,  convulsions  and 
other  agonies  and  are  seldom 
given  any  pain  relief  before 
they  are  put  down." 

Sir  Paul  McCartney  and  his 
wife  Linda,  long-time  anti- 
vivisectionists.  gave  Peta 
£8,000  towards  buying  the 
Consort  dogs.  “They  thought  it 
a  privilege  to  save  them  from 
lives  of  misery  and  suffering, 
and  afford  them  the  chance  to 
be  viewed  as  something  more 
than  just  test  tubes  with  tails." 

Consort,  which  has  declined 
to  comment  on  any  aspect  of 
its  work,  is  the  third  beagle 
breeding  establishment  of  its 
kind  to  have  closed  down  in 
the  past  six  years.  Although 
breeding  beagles  can  be  lucra¬ 
tive.  with  dogs  commanding 
as  much  as  £700  each  within 
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Some  of  the  beagles  which  Paul  and  Linda  McCartney  saved  from  a  research  laboratory.  They  are  now  at  rescue  centres  waiting  for  good  homes 


the  research  industry,  ever¬ 
growing  public  protest  against 
animal  testing  continues  to 
hamper  the  operations  of 
breeders  and  research  staff. 

Earlier  this  year,  a  chilling 
Channel  4  documentary. 
Countryside  Undercover, 
helped  expose  the  appalling 
research  done  on  the  breed. 
Beagles  were  seen  being  bru¬ 
tally  treated  by  staff  at  a 
Huntingdon  laboratory,  and 
two  people  were  successfully 
prosecuted  for  cruelty. 

Around  7,944  experiments 
were  conducted  on  beagles  last 
year.  But  why  should  they  be 
so  targeted  for  research  as  a 
breed?  Lisa  Tooley  of  the 
National  Canine  Defence 
League  —  whose  centres  have 
taken  60  of  the  Consort  dogs  — 
says:  “It’s  because  they  are  a 
naturally  docile,  loyal  and 


submissive  breed.  They  have 
an  almost  gormless  willing¬ 
ness  which  makes  them  ripe 
for  exploitation  in  this  way." 


Ruth  and  Alan  Young, 
of  Beagle  Rescue,  in 
Warwickshire,  took 
eight  Consort  dogs 
for  rehoming  and  have  found 
their  new  charges  “incredibly 
nervous.  They  didn't  seem  to 
know  what  grass  was.  They 
had  never  eaten  from  a  bowl 
and  were  terrified  of  men.” 

Mrs  Young  says:  “Bit  by  bit 
we  have  won  their  trust  but 
we're  going  to  have  to  be  very 
careful  about  the  homes  they 
go  to.  It  will  have  to  be 
someone  who  is  at  home  all 
day.  has  plenty  of  patience  and 
understanding  and  no  small 
children."  Sarah  Kite,  who 
works  for  the  British  Union 


Linda:  gave  £8.000 

for  the  Abolition  of  Vivisection, 
has  taken  four  beagles  from 
research  breeding  centres,  in¬ 
cluding  a  15-month-old  dog. 
Harvey,  from  Consort.  She 


says:  "It's  a  myth  that  such 
dogs  cant  make  good  pets, 
despite  being  deprived  of  early 
socialisation  with  people.  With 
the  right  care  and  understand¬ 
ing  they  can  adapt  quickly, 
though  they  need  to  be  toilet- 
trained. 

.  Miss  Kite  says:  "The  early 
days  with  a  rescued  beagle  are 
heartbreaking,  r  inherit  a  dog 
with  no  name,  just  an  identity 
number  and  ear  tattoo,  watch 
it  take  its  first  run  to  freedom, 
and  then  realise  what  a  differ¬ 
ent  fate  it  could  have  had.” 

Andrew  Butler  took  on  two 
beagles  .from  Consort  —  an 
eight-month-old  bitch  called 
Misty  and  a  six-month-old  dog 
called  Boo.  He  says:  "Initially 
they  were  afraid  of  their  own 
shadows  but  are  now  growing 
in  confidence  every  day." 

Mr  Butler  maintains-  that 


many  people  still  cannot  grasp 
the  reality  of  a  laboratory 
dog’s  plight  until  they  meethis 
.  two.  “Ill  be  out  walking  Misty 
.  and  Boo  on  a  nearby  heath 
and  other  dog  owners  will 
come  and  admire  them.  When. 
1  tell  them  they  were  destined 
to  be  used  in  chemical  experi¬ 
ments,  they  are. 
.  astonished.  My  dogs  aren’t  a 
special,  unfeeling  spedes  de¬ 
signed  to. be' used, in  such  a 
way., They  are  pets  just  like 
theirs,”, 

•  Consort  Beagles  needing 
new  homes  can  be  found  at 
The  NCDL  (Evesharru  - 
Worcestershire):  01386  830613; 
Freshfidds  Animal  Rescue  . 
(Merseyside):  0151-93?  1604; 

Beagle  Rescue  (Warwickshire)-. :- 
01789  764888;  Dorset  Animal 
Rescue:  01963  362539;  Last 
Chance  Animal  Rescue  .(Kent): 
"01732  WBS30.  •  • 


0  fired,  my  seven-yeawrid 
boxer,  developed  a 
lamp  near  bis  lower  eye- 
tooth.  It  worried  me  (but  not 
Fred)  so  we  went  to  the  vet 
He  called  it  an  epulis  and 
didn't  seem  to  be  very  con¬ 
cerned.  although  he  did  say  it 
could  be  -removed.  I’m  not 
happy.  Can  you  tell  me  more? 

SAri  epulis  is  a  benign 
(norwnalignant)  •  over¬ 
growth  of  gum  tissues  .  Most 
of  those  I’ve  seen  have  been  on 
short-coated  dogs  such  as 
boxers  arid  bullterriers. Tfruy, 
my  stafiy.  has  a  smairepulis 
on  her  lower  jaw  around  her 
indsors.  It  doesn't  worry  her 
or  me.  Problems  arise  if  the 
epulis  grows,  and  interferes 
with  the  dog's  bite.  This  can 
happen  when  the  growth  is  on 
the  upper  jaw  and  so  drops 
down  between  the  teeth.  Then 
h  needs  to  be  removed  surgi¬ 
cally.  Often,  dogs  won't  sit  still 
for  dentistry  under  local 
anaesthesia,  so  a- general  an¬ 
aesthetic  is  necessary.  A  tiny 
risk,  but  little  more  than  that 
of  an  average  car  journey. 

[7*n  My  neutered  tom  cat 
Blackie  has  suddenly 
developed  a  haematoma  on 
his  ear.  It’s  an  enormous 
swelling,  the  size  of  a  very 
targe  grape.  The  vet’s  going 
to  operate  in  a  few  days  and 
assures  me  the  ear  will  get 
back  to  something  dose  to  its 
normal  shape.  What  is  a 
haematoma  and  what  causes 
it? 

A “l  A  haematoma  is  a  blood 

_ J  dot,  and  one  in  the  ear  is 

railed  a  thick  ear  —  yes.  just 
the  same  as  human  boxer’s. 
Bladrie’s  ear  has  suffered  vio¬ 
lence.  too.  Probably  because 
he's  been  shaking  his  head  or 
scratching'  his  ear  because 
there’s  some  trouble  in  his  ear 
canal.  The  operation  consists 
of  removing  die  blood  clot  and 
then  keeping  the  two  sides  of 
the  skin  of  the  ear  close 
together  —  -by  stitches  or 
compression  bandages  —  so 
there’s  no  space  left ,  for 
another  dot  to  form.  Ifs. 
important  to  find,  and  treat, 
the  cause’ of  the  irritation  so 
Blackie  stops  scratching.  He . 
may  be  .lot  with  a  slightly 
wrinkled  ear  but ;  if  a 
haematoma  is  left  to  resolve 
by  itself  the  ear  will  be 
severely  deformed. 

James  Aulcock 


Gladys  sticks  her  neck  out 


Saxoa-  loving  but  nervous 


service  has  a  staff  of  wardens, 
but  very  little  to  ward,  in  ten 
national  parks  and  ten  game 
reserves.  In  the  1970s  Idi 
Amin's  soldiers  began  butch¬ 
ering  the  teeming  wildlife,  a 
practice  that  continued 
throughout  a  decade  of  unrest. 

Rhinos  became  extinct  there 
in  the  1980s:  elephants  are 
down  to  3,000  from  60.000. 
and  there  are  just  100  giraffes 
left,  many  of  them  sick. 
Kalema's  task  is  to  restock 
these  "charismatic"  species 
and  protect  the  star  animals, 
notably  mountain  gorillas,  in 


ADOPT  ME 


SAXON  is  a  Tour-year  old 
neutered  black-and-white 
tom  who  needs  a  new  home 
following  the  death  of  his 
owner.  He  is  very  playful 
and  loving  with  other  cats 
but  is  nervous  of  strangers. 
Ideally,  he  needs  a  quiet 
home  with  an  attentive, 
patient  owner. 

If  you  are  interested  in 
adopting  Saxoa  contact 
the  Ealing  branch  of  the 
Cats  Protection  League 
(0181-752  0793). 


The  future  of  several  animal  species  in  Uganda  is  in 
the  hands  of  one  woman  -  a  recent  London  graduate 


a  department  so  under¬ 
resourced  that  at  first,  she  had 
to  borrow  her  mother’s  car  to 
get  around.  She  derides  which 
animals  to  move,  and  must  be 
on  hand  to  administer  tran¬ 
quillisers  and  to  monitor  their 
health  in  transit. 

Kalema  was  two  years  old 
when  Amin  killed  her  father,  a 
minister  in  the  previous  gov¬ 
ernment.  Her  mother,  who 
later  became  an  MP  in  the 
Ugandan  parliament,  sent  her 
to  school  in  Scotland  and  then 
to  veterinary  college.  Her  am¬ 
bition  was  always  to  work 
with  wild  animals. 

The  job  came  to  Kalema 
almost  by  default.  She  sent  the 
report  on  her  college  project  on 
parasites  in  gorilla  dung  to  the 
director  of  Uganda's  national 
parks.  "1  told  him  l  thought 
the)-  needed  a  vet  and  i  was  the 
right  person.  They  advertised 
but  I  was  die  only  one  with  the 
relevant  experience." 

If  Kalema  did  nothing  else, 
caring  for  half  the  world's 
surviving  population  of  650 
mountain  gorillas  would  alone 
justify  her  wages.  The  world's 


television  viewers  discovered 
this  massive  primate  when 
one  sat  delicately  on  Sir  David 
Attenborough  in  the  series  Life 
on  Earth  in  1973.  Since  then 
the  gorillas,  whose  territory 
overlaps  the  neighbouring 
Rwanda  and  the  Democratic 
Republic  of  the  Congo,  former¬ 
ly  Zaire,  have  suffered  griev¬ 
ously  from  war  and  poaching. 


Now.  for  $150  f£95) 
each,  tourists  can  be 
led  through  the  forest 
and  come  within  five  metres  of 
a  gorilla  —  no  closer,  for  fear 
of  transmitting  diseases  such 
as  measles  and  fiu.The  moun¬ 
tain  gorilla  is  perhaps  the  best 
example  in  the  world  of  a  rare 
wild  animal  ascribed  an  eco¬ 
nomic  value  in  its  natural 
habitat  and  given  foil  state 
protection.  Kaiema's  job  is  to 
keep  this  national  asset  alive. 

The  gorillas  make  a  small 
bur  viable  population.  Else¬ 
where  in  the  national  parks 
the  usual  animals  arc  either 
not  there  or  are  present  in 
trivial  numbers  which  are 
dangerously  out  of  balance 


with  the  creatures  around 
them.  If  Uganda  stays  calm, 
wildlife  may,  in  time,  return 
by  itself.  But  Kalema  believes 
the  country  cannot  wait  Ani¬ 
mals  must  be  brought  in  to 
boost  tourism  and  provide 
funds  to  expand  her  work. 

Kalema  has  begun  the  diffi¬ 
cult  and  expensive  business  of 
translocation.  It  has  not  been 
attempted  in  Luanda  since 
some  white  rhinos  were 
moved  in  1960.  She  took  a  six- 
week  crash  course  with  the 
Kenya  Wildlife  Service  and 
practised  firing  tranquiliising 
darts  in  her  back  garden  — 
each  dart  costs  L5  and  there  is 
only  one  chance  to  hit  the 
target 

One  park  had  only  seven 
giraffes,  six  males  and  a 
female.  “If  the  female  died  and 
the  others  fell  ill,  that  would 
have  been  the  end  of  the 
giraffes  in  the  entire  park,"  she 
says.  In  order  to  try  to  aug¬ 
ment  the  depleted  population, 
she  went  to  Kenya  and,  with 
the  aid  of  their  wildlife  ser¬ 
vices.  brought  back  three 
young  females.  To  her  enor¬ 


mous  pleasure,  the  imml- . 
grants  were  accepted  by  the 
resident  population. 

Later  this  year  she  plans  to 
move  .  crop-damaging  ele¬ 
phants  away  from  farmland 
arid  info  a  reserve. 

Kalema  predicts  it  will  take 
15  years  for  Ugandan  wildlife 
to  recover  in  the  parks,  if 
translocation  continues.  But 
her  budget  is  desperately 
small  for  the  immense  task  she 
faces.  It  can  take  two  days 
from  Kampala  by  poor  roads 
to  reach  the  most  distant 
reserve.  The  rangers  are  less 
well  equipped  than  the  poach¬ 
ers.  She  needs  money  for 
drugs  and  equipment  and  to 
train  more  vets. 

And  yet.  despite  these  diffi¬ 
culties,  she  Teels  more  useful 
and  fulfilled  than  she  would  be 
anywhere  else.  "At  this  mo¬ 
ment  my  friends  from  vet 
school  are  reading  the  best 
way  to  treat  a  cat  or  dog,  and 
here  am  I  planning  to  trans¬ 
locate  elephants.  In  my  small 
way  I  am  part  of  the  recon¬ 
struction  and  rehabilitation  of 
my  country." 

Gareth  Huw 
Davies 

•  Gladys,  the  African  V'et  is 
on  BBCIon  Wednesday  at  7pm 


•  /im. 


Gladys  Kalema  in  the  Ugandan  bush  with  tvw>  “patients” 


To  Advertise: 

TEL:  0171  680  6122 


ANIMALS  &  ACCESSORIES 


FAX:  0171  782  7799 


riding  holidays  animal  insurance 


DOGS 


Wtmm  -  Safe  m  our  hands 

This  poor  grey  pony  had  lost  the  sight  of  one 
eye.  He  was  found  on  an  isolated  river  bank  and. 
we  went  to  help  him  as  he  urgently  needed 
an  operation. 

Please  help  us  continue  to  help  horses  by  sending 

for  our  colour  leaflet  of  Christmas 

ca  rds  and  gifts  and  you  can  buy 

the  new  1 998  Calendar  with 

pictures  of  the  horses.  cm**  an  >m 


WE  COLLECT  USED  PHONE  CARDS,  GREEN  SHIELD.  CO-OP 
&  USED  POSTAGE  STAMPS 


i  Rossfey  Horn*  rt  Has  to  Hums.  (tapLTto).  Dnnsby.  Uneoht.  UH  ZPH. 
I  pieaw  sefld  delate  oJ  CJitjJWbs  CartWtUft?- 


Andaluz  |L  ( 
Adventure  Pyy 
Costa  de  la  Luc 
in  S  W  Spain. 

Holidm  with  npob  riding  a 
invaih  BOOMI7«idc  aod  aulnof 

empty  beache*.  Rf  hanw.  good 
ttHOae.  Isrjpc  pool.  nooLmSen 
welcome.  Open  oD  year. 

Par  Sprcnl  Omens  end  Nra 
Yesr  offas 

ami} utt  dajih  Jram 
Jennie  Henrcr-HnU 
01535  817567 


ACCESSORIES 


DOES  TOUR  DOC  (OR  KAN)  WIPE  HIS  FEET? 
Em  Am  HAODtAT  mmd  km  dmmmt  mead  *+ 

-GUARANTEED  FOR  2  TOWS 

"HEAVY  DUTY  HUKgR  BACKUS 

*100%  COTTON  ABSORBS  MUD,  WATER.  01  OK  COMTKT 

■flHJUKS  DUST  IAB.  M  T*  HOME  BY  UP  70  70% 

■MOW-SUP.  VIRTUALLY  WOESIRCTBLE 

■Mato  tor  as  unfer  i  8H  APPROVED 

ISO  9000  Qta*y  Syskrn  * 

•COMPLETELY  MACHINE  WASHABLE* 

Many  Usat  in  Ihn  HOME,  OARAGE,  SHED. 
KBWas.  CONSERVATORY,  CAR  BOAT. 
CARAVAN  OR  CAMPING  BRmSH  MADE  M  B  SSSS 
AND  fi  COLOURS 
Prteas  Tram  £11 .99 

Taiaphona  or  Mnd  SAE  tor  colour  samptas  and 
ftattwMbfTKdfon 

KMDHto  SRRfTS  (TTl  6  Naw  Road,  GraK 


Wafertna  Esso  3S3  QAH 
TE1EPHOKE/FAX01702217B34 


PET  INSURANCE 

Special  Readers  Offer 

First  28  Days  Cover  FREE 

PRIME  COVER  WITH  VETS 
FEES  COSTS  PER  MONTH 
DOG  £8.95  CAT  £4.95 

TEL:  0700  0800  800 

MonfoFri  8am  -  9pm  Sal  &  Sun  S  am  -  6pm 


ALL  ADS 
FOR 


KITTENS 

H  yon  wkfa  to  ptec*  each 
>  natfen  in  tha  paper  ysa 

cast  provide  amBtc- 
A  rataranen 

md 

a  Brouters  Ecaoc*  (H  you 
fan*  3  or  more  breeding 
tttfaet). 

Ansae  is  & 
Accessories 
(taficated  to  Pets 


Cat  Flap  Entry 
Inhibition 
Alarm  System 

Stop  yow  cat  bringing 
In  birds,  mica,  frogs, 
rabbitsetd 
Only  £99  tnd  P&P 
Fits  ai  flaps -caB 
01273587772 

tea  brochure. 


dchteuietevmuKinecWMoiiflrwnAlipwatnmitiaf  badang 
protects  ywritooe. 

Measuring  4Q0nvn  xSffimnv  PUPPY  MATS  are  areDabfenpads 
dsOff 

50  mats  £1L50+£250p&p  100  msb  £21+  OJSpSp 

SEM)  TODAY  FOR  YOUR  MEW  PUPPY  MATS 

and  say  900*5*  ra  messy  totet  mining 
OB  now  on 01405  838902 faoc  01405  83995B 
Al  mMernidekMurrtumJiuie. 


To  advertise  in 
this  section 
please  call 

Jonathon  Howell-Jones 
0171  680  6122 


Nervousness  ?  Anxiety? 
Excitablity ?  Stiffness? 

Poor  Appetite?  | 
Skin  Ailments? 

Coot  Problems? 

.  Bladder and 


Coughs  &  Minor  Infections? 

Just  a  few  of  the  problems  dm  we  have  been  solving 
o  ver  the  Urn  50  year. s,  with  our  safe  and  effective 

herbal  medicines  & 

SUPPLEMENTS  fa-dogs  and  can 
and  now  our ...  NEW 

HOMOEOPATHIC  RANGE 


JysS(j 


WEEKEND '  Saturday  October  u  1997 


home  life 


When  sleepless  and  shell-shocked  new  mothers  wonder  if  they  will  survive  the  battle,  it’s  time  to  wheel  out  the  secret  weapon 

-  Put  flip  cTiiTi  1  n  fli p  r  I  ii \ 7  dLy^sn^Sh^hTcSujd haw 

gssss  rut  me  gun  in  tne  1  iay  comer  sm®* 


i  ^tooming  lot.  : 

?L£fUnends-  Wdl  into  thdr 

!hp  SET rhat  1  ™yseIf  to.  by  a 

adofesOTU  m  a  white  coat  presiding  « 

Antenatal  amicTof  to 
ShS,  „HospiIai'  as  an  ‘elderly  th 

gravida  —  and  that  was  nearly  in 
^  tDok  considerable  bi 
umbrage  at  this  and  advised  him,  with’  qv 
aU  the  dignity  I  could  muster  when  lying  a\ 
like  an  upturned  beetle  on  a  length  J  2 
sludge-green  kitchen  roll,  with  my  petti-  ac 
coats  over  my  head  and  my  under-  oi 
pirayngs  around  my  ankles,  to  stow  h.)  be 
At  long  last  they  seem  to  be  getting  th 
around  to  it,  and  not  a  moment  too  soon!  in 
It  has  been  perfectiy  horrible.  I  can  teU 
you,  being  the  only  mama  among  a  th 
°*  ^PPy  singletons,  and  elegant,  th 
Childless  Mameds,  who  cant  under-  th' 
stand  why  one  has  reneged  so  pathetical-  is 

ly  on  all  that  bullish  pre^birth  talk  of  how  ini 

one  is  Not  Going  To  Let  ^Interfere  With  an 
One’s  Lifestyle.  But  whycantyou  come  to  ch 


dinner,  they  say  testily.  Juit  pop  him  into 
his  pyjamas  and  being  him  with  you. 

Once  or  twice,  growing  weary  of 
explaining  exactly  why  this  is  such  a 
rotten  idea,  I  have  done  just  that  —  only 
to  find  myself  being  given  thie  evil  eye  by 
the  entire  dinner  table  as  I  sit,  murmur-  ‘ 
ing  soothing  nursery  rhymes  under  my 
breath  and  scattering  forkfuls  of  boned 
quail  with  apriait  and  mid  rice  stuffing 
over  the  dropping  child  in  my  lap  who 
has;  as  1  could  have  told  my  hosts  in 
advance,  firmly  declined  to  settle  down 
quietly  for  ffie  night  in  an  unfamiliar 
bed.  within  earshot  of  the  jolly  shrieks  of 
the  grownnups  .  having  a  far  more 
interesting  time  downstairs. 

By  some  miracle  of  mismanagement, 
the  two  friends  who  did  get  pregnant  at 
the  same  time  as  me  both  derided  to  flee 
the  country  and  settle  in  France.  This,  it 
is  true,  provided  the  material  for  an 
interesting  comparative  study  of  English 
and  French  approaches  to  gestation  and 
childcare.  The  French,  for  example. 


cheerfully  sink  gal¬ 
lons  of  health-giving 
Burgundy  while  en-  1 
crinte  (so'  good  for  le 
morale ),  but  regard 
the  domestic  cat,  that 
harbinger  of  la  tooeo- 
piasmose,  as  though 
it  were  a  giant,  dead¬ 
ly  bacillus. 

The  Brits,  on  the 
other  hand,  banish 
their  husbands  to  the 
boxroom  in  order  to 
curl  up  with  Pusskin, 
whose  feelings  are  JANE  S 

Cg  to  be  so  badly 

by  the  arrival  of  the  Little  Stranger, 
while  remaining  convinced  that  the 
ingestion  of  even  one  glass  of  sweet 
sherry  during  pregnancy  will  result  in 
their  giving  birth  to  something  with  four 
sets  of  hind  legs  and  a  thick  coat  of  ginger 
for.  The  Frogs,  furthermore,  always  so 
Jceen  to  improve  on  narure  (just  look  at 


LIFE  AND  SOUL 


JANE  SHILLING 


their  gardens,  and 
the  way  French¬ 
women  are  always 
On  The  Case  of  their 
hairdos)  horrify  the 
tender-hearted  Brit¬ 
ish  (who  secretly, 
think  this  kind  of 
interventionism 
rather  common]  with 
their  briskly  gung-ho 
approach  to  circum¬ 
cision  .  StilL  interest¬ 
ing  as  it  has  been  to 
chart  aU  these  cultur- 
ILLING  al  differences,  it  is 
really  no  substitute 
for  having  someone  with  whom  to  share 
the  little  joys  and  sorrows  of  motherhood: 
the  rash  that  is  almost  certainly  meningi¬ 
tis;  the  alarming  impulse  ro  go  around 
and  harm  Penelope  Leach  that  grows  in 
intensity  each  time  you  refer  to  her 
insufferably  smug  childcare  bible;  the 
astonishing,  brutal  exhaustion  of  the 


Infanr  Years  (if  it  Was  the  British 
Government  doing  it  to  the  IRA.  there  ■ 
would  be  cases  in  die  European  Court  of 
Human  Rights.  As  it  is.  all  that  stands 
between  you  and  the  total  obliteration  of 
your  personality  is  your  linie  phial  of 
Touche  Eclat). 

But  now,  a r  last,  my  moment  has  come. 
Grey-skinned  and  punchy  From  lack  of 
sleep,  die  new  mummies  of  my  acquaint¬ 
ance  say  hollowly  that  they  don’t  know 
how  I  did  it-  Oh,  I  say.  you  k now,  you  just 
hade  on  and  hope  for  the  best.  What  I  am 
not  admitting  to  (since  even  having  sar 
next  to  a  girl  during  finals  is  no 
guarantee  that  she  won't  try  and  pinch 
your  nanny)  is  the  Linda  Factor. 

Linda,  despite  the  fact  that  she  is 
(just!)  young  enough  ro  be  my 
daughter,  could  give  Mary 
Poppins  lessons  in  how  to  impose  your 
will  upon  a  small  child.  A  friend  whose 
business  it  is  to  know  about  these  things 
once  remarked,  on  hearing  her  account 


of  Alexander's  movements  during  the 
day.  that  he  wished  he  could  have  her  as 
a  hostage  negotiator.  “Don’t  be  silly."  I 
said,  "she’s  a  teenager But  actually,  on 
reflection.  I  could  see  what  he  meant. 
There  you’d  be  on  Day  Three  of  your 
siege,  ideology  starring  to  wobble  a  bit, 
all  hot  and  sticky  in  your  scratchy  black 
balaclava,  wondering  whether  you  might 
shoot  the  silly  bat  in  the  Chanel  suit  who 
keeps  screaming  in  that  infuriating 
fashion,  and  then  suddenly,  from  out¬ 
side.  comes  the  calm  voice  of  Linda 
through  the  megaphone,  saying,  "That's 
enough  of  that  game  now.  Just  put  the 
Uzi  down  in  the  Tidy  Corner  and  then  we 
can  have  chicken  nuggets  for  tea.  And 
perhaps  a  Mr  Man  fairy'  cake  for  afters. 
Yes.  1  expect  ynu  can  have  Mr  Psychotic, 
if  that  is  the  one  you  want . . 

The  only  trouble  is.  she  makes  it  all 
seem  so  seductively  easy  ihai  I  forget 
what  hell  it  was  before  she  came.  When  I 
was  little,  I  always  planned  to  have  six 
children.  Now,  gazing  into  the  face  of  my 
friend’s  newborn  son,  with  his  undent, 
deep-blue  gaze,  his  lashless  eyes,  and  his 
gummy  overbiTe.  like  that  of  a  100-year- 
ofd  Galapagos  tortoise,  all  I  can  think  is 
that  1  had  better  get  a  move  on. 

_ EDWARD  WEBB 
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Zola  scores  Italy's  winning  goal  at  Wembley  in  February 

When  it’s  Italy  v  England,  and  she’s 
Italian,  football  comes  home  with  a 
vengeance,  Simon  Crompton  writes 


Seven  years  of  mar¬ 
riage.  and  not  (Hire 
had  England  faced  It¬ 
aly  in  anger  —  until 
this  year.  I  only  hope  crur 
marriage  can  withstand  its 
first  real  test  1 
During  -these  .  years,  my 
Italian  wife  MireDa'  and  her 
family  have  fpraund  out  of  me 
the  ingrained  England  sup¬ 
porter’s  prejudices  against 
Italian  football.  In  the  old 
days,  when  you  talked  to  your 
friends  about  cynical  Italian 
defending  '  or  complained 
about  Continental cry-babies, 
there  were  grunts  of  agree¬ 
ment  all  round. 

Now,  in  our  cross-cultural 
household,  such  comments 
are  greeted  with  the  same  look 
as  when  I  pronounced 
tagliatelle  with  a  “g". 

On  my  wedding  day,  I  was 
left  waiting  at  the  altar  of  the 
Italian  church  for  ten  sweaty 
minutes,  while  outside  my 
ivife-to-be  and  our  priest  re- 
iived  the  World  Cup  semi-final 
defeat  of  Italy  by  die  accursed 
Argentinians. 

In  retrospect  the  message  at 
ihe  pre-tnarital.  guidance  ses¬ 
sions  with  Father  -Roberto 
could  not  have  been  dearer. 
The  reverential  tones  in  which 
Franco  Barest ”s  name  was 
preferred,  the  verbal  replays 
of  Toto  SchUlad’S  unforgetta¬ 
ble  sequence  of  goals,  and  the 
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odes  to  his  beautiful  frog-eyes. 
And,  most  telling  of.  ail,  the 
knowing  looks  that  passed 
between  the  priest  and  my’ 
fiancee:  “Prior  Simon.-  He 
doesn’t  understand..  Hefc 
English."  . 

.  'But  I  understand  more. with 
each  passing  year.' and  with 
each.  .  Italy  game.  Father 
Roberto's  cross-football  cul¬ 
ture  counselling  has  made 
increasing  sense.  L  too.  have 
feh  the  seductive  touch  of  die 
liberating,  emotional,  painful, 
plorious,  frustrating.  Illogical, 
j  oy  ous  experience  of.  support¬ 
ing  the  Italian' football  team. 

I  used  to  watch  England 
play  on  television  in  London 
pubs  —  an  experience  fuelled 
by  testosterone,  abusive  chant¬ 
ing,  fist-dendiing  and  large 
quantities  of  Carling  Black 
Label.  But  England,  God  bless 
ton,  failed  to  qualify  for,  the 
1994  World  Cop,  and  when 
Mirella  dragged  me  to  Bar 
Italia  in  London's  Soho  to 
watch  Italy  play,  it  didn't  fed 
too  treacherous  to  temporarily 
transfer  my  allegiance. 

First,  I  had  to  leant  some  of 
the  rules  that  bind  the  boister- 
.  ous  community  of  Italian  sup¬ 
porters.  I  learnt  to  shake  my 
head  ruefully  at  die  mention  of 
the  1990  World  Cup  semi- 
fib  al.  arid  never  to  make  a 
defence  of  any  description  of 
former  coach  Arrigo  SacchL 
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Introduced  to  die  delights  of  Italian  culture  by  wife  Mirella,  Simon  Crompton  has  had  few  qualms  about  cheering  on  their  national  football  team.  That  all  changes  tonight 


‘Mirella  was  sympathetic  after 
England’s  defeat,  and  I  tried  not  to 
be  too  embittered.  But  I  am  not  sure 
things  will  be  so  civilised  this  time 
—  especially  if  Italy  fails  to  win’ 


Do  not  ever  mention  the 
words  Diego  Maradona:  not  if 
you  value  your  football  stamp 
collection.  And  never  suggest 
an  Italy  supporter  Fs  perhaps  a 
teensy  weensy  hit  inconsistent 
in  his  or  her  opinions. 

That  Inconsistency  is  one  of 
the  liberating  and  enduring 
glories  of  supporting  Italy.  No 
matter  that  last  week  you  said 
Cesare  Maldini  had  brought 
Italian  football  back  to  the 
Aerating  expressionism  that 
Azeglio  Vioni  had -given  h. 


This  week  he  betrayed  you  by 
not  letting  the  team  give  vent 
to  their  natural  talents:  die 
man  is  the  son  of  a  donkey. 

So  what  if  last  season 
Pierluigi  Casiraghi  was  a  stu¬ 
pid  peasant  who  hadn't  a  due 
what  to  do  with  the  ball  once 
he  had  it?  Now  that  he  faces 
.you  in  triumph  after  scoring, 
he  is  a  god.  And  no  Sardinian 
is  a  true  Italian.  With  the 
exception  of  Zola,  of  course. 

When  England  and  Italy 
were  drawn  in  separate 


groups  for  the  1996  European 
Championships,  1  breathed  a 
sigh  of  relief  and  agreed  to  go 
to  all  the  Italy  group  games 
with  Mirella  and  her  brother. 

I  sat  ar  the  first  march 
against  Russia  soaking  up  the 
Continental  atmosphere,  rub¬ 
bing  shoulders  with  some 
serious  Armani,  and  mentally 
sniffing  the  cappuccino  as  the 
fans  in  the  latest  Italian  team 
strip  rook  their  seats. 

Then  their  voices  filtered 
through:  a  thick  Blackburn 
accent  uttered  ‘I  can’t  believe 
he’s  got  Ravanelii  rat  the 
bench":  a  Scouser  moan  of 
“Just  our  luck  to  be  in  the 
frigging  group  of  death". 
There  were  thousands  of 
them:  adopted  Italians  just 
like  me. 

And  I  was  up  there  with 
them,'  screaming  at  the  ref, 
gesticulating  my  pain,  be¬ 
moaning  our  misses  with  my 
neighbours,  and  shouting  for 


all  I  was  worth  “ It-al-ia . 
It-al-ia”. 

And.  after  the  final  group 
game  against  Germany,  when 
Paolo  Maldini  applauded  the 
crowd  at  the  end  of  Italy’s 
brave  but  vain  attempt  to  stay 
in  the  competition,  I  think  I 
was  actually  crying.  I  didn't 
know  what  was  happening  to 
me,  but  I  knew  Father  Roberto 
would  be  proud. 


But  now . .  .well,  it  had 
to  happen.  England 
against  Italy  for  a 
place  in  the  World 
Cup  finals.  Cruel  fate  decreed 
that  the  first  leg  should  be  on 
Mirella's  birthday,  so  her 
present  was  tickets  to  the  game 
at  Wembley.  Unwisely,  I  de¬ 
rided  to  support  England  at 
her  side,  among  the  tiny  but 
fanatical  Italian  following. 

But  as  I  looked  at  the  sea  of 
red  and  white  around  me.  I 
knew  I  was  in  the  wrong  place. 
When  Italy  scored,  I  found 
myself  sitting  while  my  Italian 
friends  were  jumping,  and 
suddenly  they  all  seemed  stu¬ 
pid.  The  Italian  defenders 
were  dirty,  the  strikers  looked 
surly,  and  they  all  started 
behaving  like  cry-babies. 

Mirella  was  sympathetic 
after  England’s  defeat  and  I 
tried  not  to  be  too  embittered. 
But  I  am  not  sure  things  will 
be  so  civilised  this  time  — 
especially  if  Italy  fail  to  win. 

So  this  evening  I  will  not  be 
with  Mirella  and  her  family 
watching  on  television,  or  at 
Bar  Italia.  I  will  be  round  the 
comer  in  the  pub,  with  my 
pint  and  100  other  England 
supporters  watching  on  the 
big  screen  and  screaming 
abuse  at  .the  cheating 
Continentals. 

I  am,  of  course,  delighted 
rhal  marriage  loan  Italian  has 
re-educated  my  English  palate 
to  the  delights  of  gnocchi, 
polenta,  tiramisu  and  the  exu¬ 
berance  of  Italian  footbalL  Bui 

when  you  are  faced  with  the 
choice,  sometimes  you  just 
have  to  admit  you  are  a  meat 
and  two  veg  man. 
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A  game  of  two  halves:  F*gla>lH  go  dose  and  jnbflaxrt-fans  <m  the  terraces are  over  the  moon  while,  side  as  parrots,  the  Italians  hang  their  heads 


Who  won 
what  and  why? 
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WEEKEND  -  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  11 1997 


Wallowing  in 
a  sea  of  words 


OCTOBER  17-19 

Nckon's  early  battles  The 
early  romances  The  sympho¬ 
nies  of  Anton  Bruckner;  The 
masks  of  Apollo;  The  scien¬ 
tific  revolution:  At  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Cambridge.  Mad- 
ingley  Hall  (01954  210636). 
Price  per  course  El  17,  which 
includes  ruitiun  and  full-board 
accommodation. 

British  landscape  painting; 
Discovering  fungi:  Dancing 
for  fitness  and  fun:  Calligra¬ 
phy  for  greetings  cards:  Ai 
the  Eamley  Concourse.  Chich¬ 
ester.  Sussex  (01243  670392). 
Prices  from  £142  residential  or 
£92  non-res  idential. 

Cider  and  winetasting  week¬ 
end  on  the  Welsh  Borden 
With  Acorn  Activities  of  Here¬ 
ford  (01432  830083).  Price,  all- 
inclusive  of  accommodation 
and  tastings,  £195. 

Marine  and  coastal  land¬ 
scapes;  the  Jacobite  chal¬ 
lenge:  At  Bel  stead  House 
College,  Ipswich  (01473 
686321).  Prices  per  course  From 
E75-E95.  inclusive. 

Picture  framing;  Machine 
knitting:  At  Burton  Manor 
College,  South  Wirral,  Chesh¬ 


ire  (0151-336  5172).  Prices  from 
£98,  inclusive. 

Hedgelaying  weekend; 
Mosses:  land  and  freshwater 
molluscs;  Six  Suffolk  vil¬ 
lages:  At  the  Harford  Mill 
Field  Studies  Centre.  East 
Bergholt.  Colchester,  Essex 
(01206  29&2S3).  Prices  from 
E79-E107,  inclusive. 

Piano  workshop;  Painting 
miniatures  Walking  sticks: 

At  Htghham  Hall,  Bassen- 

thwaire  Lake,  Cockermouth, 
Cumbria  (OI76S7  76276).  Price 
per  course  £112,  inclusive. 
Intermediate  French;  Mixed 
media  painting:  Countryside 
walks  and  talks:  Italian  op¬ 
era:  At  the  Hill  Residential 
Centre,  Abergavenny.  South 
Wales  (01873  855221).  Prices 
from  £88- £98  inclusive. 
Garden  painting  at  a  classic 
English  house  King  Arthur: 
Hypnosis  and  relaxation:  At 
Knuston  Hall.  Irchester. 
Northamptonshire  (01933 
312104).  Price  per  course  from 
£98.  inclusive. 

Conservation  weekends: 
With  the  British  Trust  for 
Conservation  Volunteers, 
Wallingford,  Oxon  (01491 
839766).  A  unde  variety  of 
conservation  projects  need  die 


Get  to  know  the  stockmarket,  in  Sussex  on  October  24 


help  of  willing  hands.  Week¬ 
end  rates,  full  board  and 
accommodation  from  £20. 
Skills  taught  indude  dry-stone 
walling,  thatching  and  hedge 
laying. 

Pottery,  throwing  and  turn¬ 
ing  Watercolours  for  begin¬ 
ners;  Opera  and  recital 
masterclass;  Introduction  to 
wood  turning:  At  West  Dean 
College.  Chichester.  Sussex 
(01243  811301).  Prices  from 
£150  residential  and  £97  non- 
residential. 

Personalities  of  the  First 
World  War;  British  teddy 
bears;  What’s  that  bird?. 
Walking  the  Ridgeway  Patti: 
At  Missenden  Abbey,  Great 
Missenden.  Buckinghamshire 
(01494  890295).  Prices  from 
£159  full  board,  or  £69  non- 
residential. 

Seawords:  A  weekend  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  sea  in  literature 
at  the  National  Maritime  Mu¬ 
seum.  Greenwich,  south 
London,  with  writers  Alexan¬ 
der  Kent  and  Hammond  bi¬ 
nes.  yachtsmen  Robin  Knax- 
Johnson  and  Tony  Bullimore. 
There  is  also  a  book  fair. 
Entrance  to  sessions  from  £4- 
£8.  Full  details  from  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Maritime  Museum 
(0IS1-3J2  6678). 

Magical  musical  weekend:  At 
Brobury  House,  on  the  River 
Wye  near  Hereford  (01981 
500229).  A  special  concert  with 
guest  soloist  Kevin  Tillet  for¬ 
merly  of  D"Oyly  Carte.  Half¬ 
board  accommodation  for  two 
nights  and  evening  concert 
from  £170. 

Landscape  photography; 
Willow  basket  making  for 
beginners:  At  Alston  Hall 
Residential  College.  Preston. 
Lancashire  (01772  784661). 
Prices,  all  inclusive,  from  £75. 
Walking  in  the  Constable 
country;  Fungi  weekend; 
Painting  with  pastels;  Im¬ 
prove  your  sketching  and 
drawing:  At  the  Flatford  Mill 
Field  Studies  Centre.  East 
Bergholt.  Essex  (01206 
298283).  Prices  from  E 72-1102. 


Robin  Knox-Johnson  will  be  at  Seawords,  a  celebration  of  the  sea  in  literature,  at  the  National  Maritime  Museum,  Greenwich,  on  October  24 


inclusive  of  tuition  and  full- 
board  accommodation. 

Short  Story  Writing  Silk 
Painting  for  Beginners;  Ttoi 
Chi.  All  this  weekend  at 
Higham  Hall.  Cockermouth, 
Bassenthwaite  Lake.  Cumbria 
(0(7657  .76276).  From  £112. 
residential. 

Battlefields  of  the  Welsh 
Marches;  Trees  and  shrubs 
in  autumn;  Family  history, 
who  was  grandma’s  grand¬ 
ma?  At  the  Field  Studies 
Centre.  Preston  Montford, 
Shrewsbury  (01743  850380). 
Prices  from  E75-E99. 

Positive  ageing:  Recorder  en¬ 
sembles;  Painting  with  acryl¬ 
ics,  at  the  Bel  stead  House 
Centre.  Ipswich.  Suffolk 
(01473  6S6321).  From  E75-E95. 
inclusive. 


Painting  autumn  leaves  and 
berries;  Medieval  art  and 
architecture;  Touching  still¬ 
ness,  at  the  Hill  Residential 
College.  Abergavenny,  South 
Wales  (01495  333777).  From 
£88,  full  board  and  tuition 
included. 

Jane  Austen,  an  apprecia¬ 
tion;  Folk  Weekend;  Canal 
■  Boat  Art  Wood  carving.  Four 
courses  this  weekend  at 
Knuston  Hall,  Irchester, 
Northants:  01933  312104. 

Prices  from  £89  inclusive. 
Stockmarket  and  investment 
for  beginners:  Map  and 
Compass  work  for  Improv¬ 
ers;  Chinese  brush  painting: 
At  the  Old  Rectory. 
Fittleworth.  Sussex  (01798 
865306).  Prices  from  £114  resi¬ 
dential.  £90  non-residential. 


■  Family  history:  An  advanced 
course  for  those  with  some 
knowledge  of  genealogical  re¬ 
search.  At  Urchfbnt  Manor. 
Devizes.  Wiltshire  (01380 
840495).  Price,  full  board  and 
t  tuition  included,  from  E99. 
'Gliding  breaks:  Learn  to  glide 
on  a  weekend  break  in  the 
Cotswolds.-  From  Charm g- 
worth  Manor  Hotel,  Chipping 
Campden  (01836  593555). 

Weekend  rates  from  £200  per 
person  half-board,  based  on 
two  people  sharing.  Gliding 
lessons  from  £75  per  day.  or 
£32  for  a  trial flight 
Walking  or  Cycling  Week¬ 
ends  in  the  Cotswolds  with 
Compass  Holidays:  01242 


250642.  Price  includes  itiner¬ 
aries,  information  pack  and 
two  nights  bed  and  breakfast 
accommodation.  Cyde  hire 
available.  Cycling  breaks  £88. 
Walking  breaks  £95. 

Health  and  fitness  breaks  at 
the  Combe  Grove  Manor  Ho¬ 
tel  and  Country  Club:  01225  - 
834644.  Indoor  pool,  gym.golf  i 
practice  course,  hydro  and 
spa.  Price.' £390  based  on  two 
people  sharing,  half  board.  -  , 
Outdoor  activities  for  all  age  . 
groups:.  With  the  Youth  Hos¬ 
tels  Association,  at  either 
Edale  in  Derbyshire  ./or 
Llangollen.. in.'  North  Wales. 
Activities  include'  cycling, 
hang-gliding,  paragliding, 
caving,  .  climbing  and 
kayaking.  Firom  £93  per  per¬ 
son.  including  fall-board  ac¬ 


commodation  and  instruction. 
Full  details  available  on  01727 
£45047.  ■ 

Bat  and  birdwalching  week¬ 
ends:  At  Panmaenuchaf  Hall 
Hotel  Dolgellau,  Gwynedd 
(01341  422129).  Five  different 
varieties  of  bat  can  be  seen  in 
the  hotel  attic  including  the 
lesser  horseshoe  bat.  Weekend 
rates  from  £125,  including 
half-board  •  accommodation, 
access  to  attic  bat-flying  areas, 
and  a  bat  information  pack. 
Landscape  drawing  and 
painting  in  autumn.  At  the 
Leonard  Wills  Centre.  Nettle- 
combe  Court.  Taunton,  Som¬ 
erset  (01984  640320).  Prices, 
including  full-board  and  tu¬ 
ition,  from  £184. 
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'  *  *  /  fttryonr  FREE 

brochure. 

STAMFORD 

CLOTHIERS 

DrjttTE  30  fefc  Road,  Lceb  l®  8BH 


S  l 
v 


£  •Made  far  UK  slnea  1932  •  14  day  home  trial  = 

2  •  More  than  ZOO. 000  sold  In  30  countries  •  Avaifafef*  ifl  7  enfoure 

c  •  Adjustable.  light  portable,  tor  use  in  any  **«*  or  chair  J? 

o  •  No  sales  people  <*10  caB  •  Onaramaod  tor  12  months  < 

»  From  a  medical,  orBwpaetMc  and  ergonoente  point  a  view,  p  to  unrtrefled  a 


I  Posl RHP0ST Cotfjoo today- (xi itan^ needed -wplwQ™ 542273 Wtui 
K  !  drtabonUwBaddriondBdOurqBwprtdUCtittbdpbrtpilflpiftaws. 
s  |  lot  BttPwJgn  U4,  FREEPOST,  Scrtyort,  Maneyrids  PB8  IBl. 

£  I  HrawMndmjJmjEhcHnendBwalueaQddelaSsotmfWdaifboraelrilL 

e  1  n  iv» 

■a  | 

b  iName - 


1  Post  Coda 


BACKFRIEN 


\jM  j  jk' »v  jt  j al»I  •  bssssmffifreadm  •  ]u:^tframaoq»:iniiDi.UB|, 


THE  VELVET  NORFOLK  HAT 


The  veiy  best  vdvet  has  been  used  io  make  this  classic 
autumn  hat.  The  wide  brim  offers  protection  from 
die  weather  but  stiff  allows  die  hat  to  be  folded  flat 
for  ttaydling.^maiKiv9ondetfuDy  soft  Hand 

P washable.  £23.95  plus  £2  p&p.  Colours 
t  Chocolate  Brown,  Ruby  Red,  Bottle 
Green  and  Black.  Sizes:  S  54-55011, 
M56-57cm,L  58cm  and  XL  59cm. 


^  For 24hr Despatch 01 71  371  8998 

iiiJNorioIk  Hats,  Unit  7, TheTalina  Cenire, 
BagleysIaDe,IxodouSW62BW. 

&x  0171 371  7011 

Bore  vtah  t  yot  io  not  «ob  to  wore  denlk  rf  edae  oSm, 


COMPUTER  DESKS 

&  Isucw  Accqne  a-, It  catwra  to  hide  aaspuren  fot  ibe  bone  &  office  annowaea  in 
totd  Mahcpcy,  Tatac.  Y««,  Krrfxje  Maple  tod  d  other  oooeamds.  Made  by 
tsaneasSsaes  a  J  naps  to  an  all  Kafka  &  income  gropt 


-if 


BRITISH  ANTIQUE  REPLICAS 

r&  SOJOOL  CLOSE  QUEEN  HJZABETH  AVE,  BUKSSS  HJLL 
IBrmss  oxnrea  Sc  acatrns.  VtST  SUSSEX  RH1S  •HOC  Ab^Sm  9  am  -  iJv  pm 

_ _ _  brochure  Tel:  01444  245577 


i 

4 ftv* 


“You  can’t  buy 
better  than  a 
Stannah  Stairlift!’ 


RAYMOND  BAXTER 


Free  survey.  Fast  installation.  24-hour  call  out.  Full  warranty. 

cdi  or-*™  Q800  715  422  ext.  814 


Fasawie _  _ 

tj.  No — -  Stannah 

Sandi  xaoiito.  Op  SI  4.  rREtJOSTJA?M.  StOIlUftS 
.toijwr.R^SPIO  55k. 

The  toorld's  most  chosen  suurlijt 


Chronarretef.  VJalch  A  ‘lsjtic3l  Instrument  Marmlscturcr 
To  the  Rigtit  Horour2b;u  the  Lords  Commissioners  ol  Hie  Admiralty. 

Capture  the  Spirit 

of  our  Seafaring  Heritage 


•’v4/ 


1 


FROM  Ol  R  ADMHLXL  COLLI- CHON 

Hie  '(-nimintihrmr  Qrcirt/.  Clock  anti  the  *(  hatticlti'  Aneroid  Haronteter. 
hoth  eased  in  solid  marine  aratle  brass  and  with  ‘silver*  finish  dial. 

<>n  a  4  h-asc  stand  in  rich  niahotjanv. 


CRAFTSMANSHIP  INHERITfeP  FROM  A  GOLDEN  AGE 


CALL  TODAY 

0151  70S 
0099  a 

I.IMvSOPKN  2  1  HULKS 

»)!r  ■ 

M.ik-.i  ;o  llic.AcImir.ikv 

Lstd  lSOftad  — 


A*£:  - 


ORpC«T  NOW-  NO  STAMP  NEE 

(LV71B5)  Ra  80,1  *1.  ^rpooTb 

web  Sits,  http  J/www.sewills.co.uk.  - 

Name  (Mr/Mrs/Mbs/M^  _ _ *  .  •  .  . 

Address _ •  .  •  * 


Podcode 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL- 
CALL’  0171 680  6860  ^ 
FAX;  0171 481 9313 


WEEKEND  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  II 1997 

SHOPAROUND 


The  finest 


% 


The  Dnfflecoac 


Blue  Conifer  Gr^n, 
GunehChucodGrey; 
and  lid.  rdi«  «iyy 

10-24,  Mea32*  tod#1, 

-  ?<ky despatch.  Call  for 
Ml  colour  hnochurc. 

0171  610  9050 

Mule  in  England  gjg 

£149.95  ™ 

phu£4  p&p 
\  Unit  7,  The  Talma  Centre, 

76  2BW.  Fix  0171 371  7011 


Free  Health  Tips  Offer 

To  introduce  the  new  edition  of  their  Complete  Handbook  of 
Health  Tips,  Carnell  Ltd  is  offering  FREE — with  no  obligation 
now  or  ever — valuable  health  tips  on  the  following  conditions 
to  readers  of  this  publication: 


'□  BODY  ODOUR/SWEAT 
'■O  CELLULITIS 
’□  EATING  DISORDERS 
*□  SNORING 
»□  ANGINA 
d  EPILEPSY 
Cl  HERNIA 
■O  ALZHEIMER'S 
*□  ARTHRITIS 

FOOT  PROBLEMS  " 
"□  CANDIDA/THRUSH 
**□  FLATULENCE 


'*□  IMPOTENCE 
“□  SEXUALLY  TRANS¬ 
MITTED  DISEASES 
SINUS  PROBLEMS 
'*□  STUTTERING 
nD  DEPRESSION 
“O  INSOMNIA 
"□  SKIN  PROBLEMS 
"□  LOW  ENERGY 
*'□  CYSTITIS 
BAD  BREATH 
»□  ALCOHOLISM 


Please  note  that  this  offer  only  applies  to  readers  who  respond 
within  7  days  of  this  announcement  being  published  lb  claim 
your  FREE  Health  Tips,  tick  the  subject  of  your  choice  (one 
only )  and  return  the  whole  of  this  announcement  together  with 
your  name  and  address  to  Carnell  Ltd,  DeptTIMl,  Alresfoid, 
nr  Colchester,  Essex  C07  SAP. 
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18tfa  >  X9thCenrniy  fapHca  Pnmtacf  to  SoBd  Mihogany 

»nrf  nrhrr  exotic  nrxadt.  Hade  to  «.  ffamdattl  agwirpawd  Cfat* 
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BRITISH  AN  holt:  rkpi.icas 
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■  c: 
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^'Trv"e 


Parker  Knoll 
Minty»Ercol 
Cintique 


h  it  G»Plan 

.da-  . 


owners • 


tailored 

COVERS 

Th*Mr  are  NOT  itrvtoh 
ecmrv  but .  perfectly 

fitting  trtondcovws, 
cm  precisely  to  th* 
^z«  &  atiap*  ot  wdi 

model. 


!  Wo  ere  also  * - 

specialists  In  ^ I  /  ■ 

re-upholstery 

■  ottering  a  complete  restoration  service 
by  ore  hia^cWOed  craftsman. 

-  Whether  ^ur 
furniture  needs 
firikned  covers 
lor  m  fresh  • 

now  look  re 

Complete  i 

nHiphotsteiy  « 
and  renovation  1 
Lynpian  is.  the  ' 

only  name  you  neodlo  know. 


FREE 

!HFGR!,iATlOr. 

A  OfiOCHUFIC 

0181  " 
1.680  4750 

|I  hour.' 


iterated  in  Tutored  Cowers  G  Re-uph«W«r  □ 


nodal  no.  of  my  furniture. 


GENUINE 
BIRTHDAY  i 

NEWSPAPERS 

5SM 


Lv5? 


0181  688  6323 
for  call  FREE  0500  320  000’ 


A  SHIRT  b  y 
SEYMOURS 
is  individually 
made  to  measure 

EXACT  SLEBVB  LENGTH _ 

CORRECT  BODY  SIZE- _ _✓ 

CHOICE  OF  COLLAR  SHAPES — ✓ 

choice  of  mom  styles — / 

CHOICE  OF  CUFF  STYLES _ _/ 

CHOICE  OF  SHOULDER  FIT _ / 

CHOICE  OF  BODY  LENGTH - ✓ 

CHOICE  OF  400  FABRICS  - - ✓ 

TAILS  OR  SQUARE  BOTTOMS  _✓ 
FULL  STANDARD  or  SLIM  FTTSV 

AFTER  SALES  SERVICE. - ✓ 

IMPECCABLYHANDCUTASEWNV; 
And  of  comae 

THE  FINEST  QUALITY _ / 

ALSO  MADE  TO 


Pure  Silk 
Shirts 


Made  to  measure 
LADIES  SKIRTS 
&  TROUSERS 

any  shape 
any  size 
any  style 


XtadUonal  UrfHsnN^ 

qnaffly  H»n,»inj» 

e  1005  of  styles  in  over  j 
100doth$-SKfezp*  / 
fuOBnirtgs  j 
you  name  id! 

♦  Easy  self' measuring 

in  the  comfort  of  your 
own  home  or 
measurements  taken 
tom  yore  own  garment 

♦  Mail  order  service 


FREE  brochure 
|&  sample  cloths 

cal!  0113 
248  8131 


Tt 


Wtacbergs  EstaWshed  JSttl 
DeptTT,  Camart  House, 

15  Cowptr  Road,  Leeds  LS9  7HR. 


MEN 

DOES  YOUR  SIZE  <fi 
POTENCY  MATTER? 


Our  many  (artfcnonlalajpraw* 
oMoellant  ■nnlii  wMih  4  WEEKS 
ACTNCWtoncitoiyvrfKEnp** 
(icra  redcr  fibio  omS  arrfAtttad  rewj- 


The  secret  of  healthy  sleep 


jrests  with  Adjustamatic 

.If  you  suffer  from:-  Arthritic  &  Rheumatic  pain 
Stiff  neck  •  Stress/Tension  •  Poor 
circulation  •  Hiatus 
hernia  •  Swollen  legs 
***  ■  Water  retention  or 
Respiratory  problems  - 
An  Adjustamatic  bed  can 
_  transform  the  quality  of  your 

UGsSOIflAnU  sleeping  and  waking  life. 


WHWWW  CALL  Halm  NOW  FOR  YOUR  . 

FREE  SECRETS  OF  A  GOOD  NIGHTS  SLE3>-  \ 
BOOKLET  AND  COLOUR  BROCHURE 


7  DAY-24  HR  FREEPHONE 

0800  805000 


a;H4l 


THE  ONLY  PATENTED 
ANTI-DUST  MITE 
BEDDING  COVERS 
AVAILABLE  TODAY 

Allergy  Relief  Products  Ltd, 
Mansion  Road, 
Southampton,  S015  3BP. 
Tel/Fax  01703  332919. 


MOTORISED  TREADMILL 


All  Price  Barriers  shattered  on  this  AIL  NEW  "Professional  Gym  Model* 


COMPUTER 


^0^  actaer  Display  •Speed 
P^T  •ostenca  WTIma  ■Cahwies 
Bumi  Ofl  •Largs  loueft  buBon 
xrtrcl  aComptocs  wtti  snnple 
to  we  roaiy  apMd 
contnBar  PLUS 


o 


I 

i 


Enjoy  using  and  p1  |J  P  'W  TJ 

Improving  your  Me  JR.  Ju  1Y  XI 

-  with  j£*  “tie  OxfterTfCt 
The  French  bmgmage  MV&Btae  Jbr  UK  readert 
B&edainiog  articles  in  French:  canal  affairs,  tourism,  activities, 
phi  humous;  crossword,  etc. 

Used  ud  recommended  by  many  French  teachers,  this 
bi-monthly  M»jprlii>-  mmy  tnusMiott  add*  to  isdsl 

coo^Rhmsfamaodeqeymcts. 

Stdrxjibe  mam  and  koomc  oar  FRBB  puU-cu  STUDY  GUIDRS 
IMmR  sriwfrfpttac  OUR  (post  frm. 
t  Orders  (post  Dice)  ta:  A  <te  ftprBtsssfc 
V  fktLKJ§T,  MA  131 1(M),  Madstooe  ME15  9BR 


ANTIQUE  DESKS 

Large  Stocks  of  old  desks.  Oak.  Mahogany, 
Walnut,  Victorian,  Edwardian,  Rolltop,  .Cylinder, 
Partner's,  Dickens  and  Pedestal  Desks. 

Free  delivery  within  mainland  UK.  • 

DON  SPENCER  ANTIQUES 
WARWICK 

(01926)  499857  -  (01926)  407989 
Mobile  0836  525755 
"■'*,^f*t«ni>jSMh  re.ub 

OLD  DESKS  PURCHASED 
3SA  MuHcet  Flue,  Warwick.  (Bomth  Vintage  Autlqnc  Cent  re) 
wwwjollgiMialKCMk 


Stairlift  Rentals. 


Call  us  now  on  freefone 

0800  19  19  19 

For  a  free  no  obligation  quote.  Jj 

•"*  Next  day  installation  A  gH  < 

available-  nationwide.  ^  jn\  \  , 

m  Direct  horn  (he  1 

-  t  manufaqurec  1  | 

•  Rent  or  buy:  \JdBm 

m  New  or  ]|h  jUaB 

recandltloDcd. 


Ict.':.  :: 


WOn  OUT  PATCHY  UWH? 

mn  JUT  HUE  [T*  BE  HIE  in 

The  Lazy  Gardeners  Way  to  a  Perfect  Lawn 


RAPID  RESULT 


LAWN 


CBHTIIIG  A  BEAlUlfUl  UWH  HAS  NEVER  BEEH  EASIER. 

FtnxM  More  gnxmd  prepMiion  -  shipSy  «P**Ih  WONpfflQH^ 
RAW  RESULT  LAWN  SEEDowr  Bw  arm  »  bo  ptertsd  and  The 
•sur>»*nlcr  counposaixi  ot  msta  toedomrinas/n  ««i«T>ety  quiekfy. 
prododng  aagmashra  green  afioott  in  JUST  5  QWS. 


ISUHABLE  FOR  ALLSOH  TYPES 


-  ataoiv  DMdt  WONDBW3REBA  WONDEBGR^BI  B6PH)  RESULT  LAWN  S^33  thrives 
sSJ»S^«d>rid  warn  The  m  alsos  type.- he»y  day  M  DdW  end  sandy 

«mmety  <****».  RAffO  RESULT  LAWN  SSD  B  not 

aniabte  ki  gadtan  centres  or  DtY  retaB  stores,  only 
dredbyiradordae  Why  delay,  onlar  today  and  w» 
how  e«flf  k  it  to  giua  your  «em  out  lam  a  makawar 
not  lust  a  take  over 


ggasa 


that  wfi  be  fta  envy  of  neighbour!  and 


IPAOMOOg  COVERS 

250 SI.  m/ 


2  Pacts  ■  ikgeomssmt  £l3X±OXplp 


4F8Cfa-2h/COWf5 1000sqJEZ495  +  £Z95pSp 


ORDER  BY  PHONE  24  HOUR  SERVICE 

01789470055 


Plaasa  now  U  days  tor  dawere.  ?»&■ 
Money  back  H  not  daMSad. 

Post  anlare  to;  ComraMarfestlna  Ltd, 

Dept  17M ,  io  Lawn  Lane  todtaml  Estate, 
WdbrommiBjtore^JW**^ _ _ 


mplan  Lid.  P»pi.  .  43  Imperial  Why.  Croydwi  CfM _4LP 


mmsm 


l'iill„-''-lM  ^mFTTTjd. VEBIL'il11!  | 

■womEQEinul 

i—maaEaEatajI 


PE  T  ly'Q^fiHjp  R I C  E 


C 


PeTWOHTH  HOUSE  l3D(DeptTT41|  , 
POLESDEN  LANE.  RIPLEY.  Nr.  WOKING.  A 
SURREY  QU23  SLR  ( Callers  Welcome} 
9anl  ra  POWERFIT  .1000  (E04).  I  ancMM  CaeaSS 
CARRIAGE  FREE  fUK  Mainland  Only)  INCLUSIVE  OF  ONE  YEAR  j 
GUARANTEE  (PLUS  ESO  lor  TWO  YEARS  GUARANTEE  Q  dr  CBS  Bor 
THREE  YEARS  GUARANTEE  Q  nek  »  i«M«n  ChaqumPO  made  poyOBJta  to 
ftrtwwth  BwtiM  United  or  pBaasa  cTuuqs  n»  cnuaail 


*  TELEPHONE  OROERUNE 

S  01433  223 188  (24  hrs) 

Quota  you  mm  MU  adUnsre  dxfpoacoaktL  earn 
nuaber  a  atpay  data,  togetbenmprodMt  coda  B4 


PROBLEMS  NOW 

SOLVED 


3T 


mm 


M  t 


W-, 


■msm  .$$$ 

■ 


Wf.! 


Cert  No. 
93/2239 


D  ISO  9002 

CERT.  N0.FM  35035 


Tlie  Problem 

Tbs  root  sutlers  tram  trail  fatigue; 
slipping  tiles  fbat  let  the  rain,  snow  and 
dirt  blow  in.  No  tmderfeft  sMhsr,  so 
there's  beat  loss;  pipes  and  tanks  freeze. 
Poor  security  too. 

TheAaswer 

RenoflUfin.  It  locks  the  tiles  togelber  to 
prevent  rain,  snow  or  dust  ingress  and 
provide  effective  Insolation  -  no  more 
frozen  pipes. 


flenotherm  is  a  specially  formulated 
foam  that  combined  with  any  necessary 
exterior  repairs,  selves  all  your  roof 
problems  tor  a  traction  of  the  cost  of  a 
new  root. 


Inside  The  Roof 

First  we  carry  out  a  thorough  survey. 
Than  we  apply  the  Renotherm  inside 
your  roof,  maintaining  (he  original 
character. 

Inside  A  Day 

What’s  more  it  can  usually  ba  done 
inside  a  day,  and  it's  guaranteed  for  25 
years!  For  a  free  survey  and  quotation, 
simply  fill  in  fiie  coupon  (no  stamp 
required)  or  phone  our  24-hour,  7-day 
hotline  (01798)  343658. 

Flat  Roofs 

Also  available,  Atwitra  Evalon,  the 
ultimate  single  ply  PVC  membrane  tor 
flat  roofs  with  fully  insulated  decking. 


NATIONAL  COVERAGE  •  PERSONAL  SERVICE  Post  lo:  ISL  Renosystems  Limited 

Far  a  tree  survey  and  Quotation,  simply  fill  la  the  coupon  FREEPOST,  Petworifl,  West 

(no  stamp  raqBinit}  orphooe  mr2*-lmur,  7-day  boUlna.  Sussex,  GU28DBR 

YES!  Please  Sand  ma  the  BbuoBbiw  brochure  [  I  YES!  Please  arrange  tar  a  FREE  survey  am  wotatlpsl  I 

YES!  Ptem  rood  morn  hrfonaatktf  on  Flat  Roafe  ] 

NAME . 

ADDRESS  . 


POSTCODE 


TEL  (HOME)  . TEL  (WORK) 


^  (01798)  343658 


|___  ^  through^  ut  the  UK^FRANCE  and  IRELAND.  J 
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Look  Up 


to  God 


Ruth  Gledhill  goes  to 


*>■  |  synagogue  to  celebrate 
the  Jewish  New  Year 


THIS  was  the  longest  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  Jewish  prayer 
book  and  was  to  last  for 
more  than  four  hours.  Rab¬ 
bi  Shtomn  Levin  heads  a 

youthful  orthodox  congre¬ 
gation  which  is  so  success¬ 
ful  that  half  the  members 
had  to  meet  in  a  hotel 
nearby  because  the  syna¬ 
gogue  could  not  hold  them. 

The  occasion  was  Rosh 
Hashanah.  the  Jewish  New 
Year,  a  festival  lasting  two 
days,  which  with  Yom 
Kippur.  the  Day  of  Atone¬ 
ment.  ten  days  later,  is  one 
of  the  most  important  Jew¬ 
ish  festivals.  Jews  believe 
their  behaviour  on  this  day 
determines  whether  or  not 
God  will  inscribe  them  in 
the  Book  of  Life. 

The  Torah,  or  Scrolls  of 
the  Law.  from  the  first  five 
books  of  the  Bihle.  were 
taken  out  of  the  intricately 
decorated  ark.  processed 
around  the  floor  of  the  syna¬ 
gogue.  and  five  men  took  it 
in  turns  to  read  the  portion 
for  the  day  from  Genesis  22. 
This  dealt  with  Abraham's 
temptation  by  God  to  sacri¬ 
fice  his  son  Isaac. 

Rabbi  Levin  began  his 
sermon  with  a  question: 
“Do  we  still  need  religion?” 
He  conceded  that  such  a  full 
svnasogue  suggested  some 
people  might  still  need  it. 
He  noted  that  primitive 
societies  were  invariably  re¬ 
ligious.  even  if  this  was  in  a 
pantheistic  or  superstitious 
form.  "In  our  society,  as  we 
become  more  sophisticated 
and  mure  liberated,  we 
have  begun  tu  drop  many  of 
the  trappings  of  organised 
religion,”  he  said.  Most 
people  no  longer  considered 
themselves  religious,  he 
added,  evincing  puzzlement 
that  anyone  still  came  to 
shul  or  synagogue.  He  then 


AT  YOUR 

SERVICE 


★  A  five-star  guide  ★ 

RABBI:  ShJomo  Levin 
ARCHITECTURE:  Ugly 
outside,  beautiful  in  ★★★ 
SERMON:  Question  and 
answer  debate.  ★★★★★ 
MUSIC:  Haunting  and 
evocative  psalm 
singing.  ★★★★ 
LITURGY:  A  blessing,  then 
kingship,  remembrance  and 
redemption.  ★★★★★ 


invited  us  to  tell  him  why 
we  were  there.  The  women, 
seated  in  the  gallery  in 
accordance  with  Jewish  tra¬ 
dition.  were  included.  “Con¬ 
nection.”  said  one  member, 
to  explain  his  presence. 
“But  what  are  you  connect¬ 
ing  with?”  demanded  the 
rabbi.  “The  pasr.”  replied 
the  congregant.  The  ser¬ 
mon.”  said  another.  "Tradi¬ 
tion.”  said  one.  “Family." 
said  another.  "We  come 
here  searching  for  some¬ 
thing  and  in  the  hope  of 
finding  an  answer."  said 
one  man.  “It's  an  insurance 
policy."  said  another,  pro¬ 
voking  laughter.  To  ques¬ 
tion.”  a  woman  said. 

The  rabbi  was  concerned 
that  religion  was  becoming 
too  easy,  too  banal.  The 
human  being,  of  all  crea¬ 
tures.  stands  on  its  hind 
legs."  he  sa id .  “We  alone  are 
able  to  admire  the  magnifi¬ 
cence  of  our  universe."  He 
urged  us  not  to  become 
trapped  into  looking  down 
into  the  humdrum  existence 
of  our  secular  lives,  but  to 
take  time  to  look  up  to  God. 

•  South  Hampstead  District 
Synagogue. 22  Eton  Villas. 
London  Wj  (0171-722  ISOi). 

& 


Rabbi  Levin  blows  the  traditional  New  Year  S/to/flr 


New  battle 


for  the 


macho  man 


Frank  Collins,  a  former  SAS 
soldier  who  became  a  Church 
of  England  minister,  can 
relax  today  at  home  in  Here¬ 
ford  with, his  wife  and  four  children 
after  touring  the  country  to  promote 
his  first  book.  For  a  fortnight  he  has 
fielded  the  same  questions  from 
reporters.  Could  you  kill  someone 
now  that  you  are  a  Christian?  How 
did  you  feel  when  you  stormed  into 
the  Iranian  embassy  in  London  in 
1980?  What  is  the  SAS  really  like? 

A  representative  from  a  combat 
magazine  wanted  to  know  whether 
Collins  could  kill  a  man  with  a  single 
blow.  A  national  newspaper  reporter 
asked  if  he  was  surprised  by  the 
public's  insatiable  appetite  for  books 
by  former  SAS  men,  all  writing  in  the 
same  macho,  military  jargon  about 
the  same  missions  m  Northern 
Ireland,  the  Falklands  and  the  Gulf 
War.  with  a  few  other  adventures,  in 
the  jungles  of  Central  America  or  on 
the  plains  of  Africa,  thrown  in. 

We  are  sitting  in  his  home  in  Here¬ 
ford.  which  he  is  renovating  himself, 
using  the  DIY  skills  that  he  picked  up 


Why  does  a  former 
SAS  man  swap 


his  stun  grenades 
for  a  Bible? 


Simon  Freeman 


investigates 


Frank  Collins,  now  a  minister  at 
Hereford,  home  base  of  the  SAS 


from  his  father,  a  carpenter  and  a 
hard-drinking  Geordie  who  drifted 
into  alcoholism  and  who  never 
discussed  religion.  Collins  is  not  a 
musd e-bound  giant;  like  many  SAS 
men  he  is  quiet  and  small,  though  he 
has  the  tight  skin  of  a  man  who  eats 
well  and  exercises  regularly,  and 
looks  younger  than  his  40  years.  But 
his  eyes  pierce  you,  as  if  he  is 
calculating  whether  he  could  "slot” 
you  or,  perhaps,  whether  you  are 
really  interested  in  hearing  why  Jesus 
was  "a  radical  and  a  hard  man" 

It  is  not  easy  to  persuade  him  to 
discuss  his  faith  or  ms  career  route  as 
a  minister,  perhaps  because  he 
worries  that  he  will  be  too  blunt  and 
become  an  unemployable  celebrity 
cleric  with  a  strange  and  violent  past 
But.  once  he  realises  that  you  are 
genuinely  curious,  he  starts  talking. 

He  thinks  he  is  too  young,  energet¬ 
ic  and  impatient  to  become  a  tradi¬ 
tional  vicar,  nestling  down  comfort¬ 
ably  in  a  middle-class  parish.  That 
might  happen,  he  concedes,  when  he 
is  in  his  mid-fifties,  but  today  he  is 
drawn  to  angry  young  people  in  the 
inner  cities;  on  the  other  hand,  that 
would  mean  moving  from  Hereford, 
which  he  does  not  want  to  do. 

He  dreams  of  finding  a  job  where 
he  could  combine  his  SAS  skills  and 
his  new  ones  as  a  minister  and 
counsellor.  Perhaps,  he  thinks,  he 
could  become  the  spiritual  equivalent 
of  an  aid  worker,  travelling  to  wars, 
famines  and  disasters,  providing 


'  r-1- 
■  - ;  .-j 


Jen  wit 


Collins,  second  from  left  “Minutes  after  this  picture  was  taken,  we  were  biting  the  heads  off  snakes  for  food 


comfort  to  those  who  are  bringing 
relief  and  who  are  often  emotionally 
devastated  by  what  they  see,  and 
simply  bang  there  for  the  people  who 
are  suffering,  whatever  their  religion. 
This  would  involve  travel  to  exerting 
and  unpleasant  places,  which  is  what 
he  still  needs. 

Frank  Collins  is  much-changed 
from  the  young  SAS  trooper  who 
crashed  into  the  Iranian  embassy  in 
London  almost  20  years  ago,  but  he 
has  to  find  challenges  to  test  and 
sustain  his  frith.  He  says  he  was 
reluctant  to  leave  the  Army,  where  he 
had  just  started  “the  best  job  in  the 
world"  as  chaplain  to  5  Para,  but  he 
felt  his  presence  would  be  embarrass¬ 
ing,  because  the  Ministry  of  Defence 
is  trying  to  stem  the  flood  of  books 
about  die  special  forces.  His  own 
book  was  cleared  for  publication  and 
could  nor  have  damaged  his  beloved 
SAS.  He  is  a  romantic,  who  believes 
SAS  men  are  modem  knights.  fT  see 


them  as  crusaders,  .for  God  and 
valour,  fighting  for  what  is  right  1 
He  is  addicted  to  the  physical  and  the 
dangerous;  he  enjoys  showing  youn¬ 
ger  men  that  he  can  still  run  for  ten 
miles  with  a  401b  pack  strapped  on 
his  back,  he  climbs  mountains  and 
sky  dives,  and  misses  the  glorious 
discomfort  of  Arctic  warfare  training- 


After  studying  at  a  theology. college 
London  he 


(he  first  part  of  his  book  is  a 
dramatic  account  of  how.  as 
a  working-class  lad,  he  dis- 

_  covered  that  he  had  the 

physical  and  mental  strength  to 
qualify  for  membership  of  the  most 
famous  military  unit  in  the  world.' 
Then  he  describes  how  his  newfound 
faith  frightened  and  puzzled  him  and 
alienated  him  from  his  family  and 
friends. 

He  left:  the  SAS  in  1985  and  worked 
as  a  bodyguard  —  what  he  calls  his 
“wilderness  years"  —  before  accept¬ 
ing  his  calling:  to  become  a  minister. 


near  London  fie  returned  to  Hereford 
to  become  a  curate  and  then  rejoined 
the  Army  as  a  chaplain.  He  accepts 
that  his  status  as  a  former  SAS  man 
helped  in  the  Army  because  it  gave 
him  credibility.  But  it  does  not  make 
arty  difference  now.  He  works  with 
teenagers  in.  Birmingham  and  they 
■do  not  care  that  he  was  in  the  SAS. 
They  think  that  they  could  do  it  if 
they  wanted  to  and.  anyway,  the 
Army  is  -  part  of  another  world  to 
them,"  he  says. 

Collins  hopes  his  bode  will  sell 
well,  but  will  be  satisfied,  he  says,  if  it 
touches  just  one  young  man  (or 
woman)  by  showing  that  masculinity 
—  and  tiie  SAS  is  the  -ultimate 
expression  of  that —and  Christianity 
are  really  not  incompatible. 


•  Frank  CoUinsrs  book  SAS  Hero  to 
Spiritual  Warrior:  Baptism  of  Fire,  the 
astonishing  tree  story  of  a  man  of  God.  is 
published  by  Doubleday  at  £16.99. 


As  the  year  nears  its  end,  a 
mood  of  reflection  is  appropri¬ 
ate.  but  even  if  we  achieve 
such  a  mood,  it  is  difficult  to  maintain 
it  amid  the  daily  rush  and  noise  of 
our  lives.  Somehow,  we  need  to  keep 
a  region  of  ourselves  in  quiet  calm, 
tending  it  as  a  patch  in  which  wisdom 
may  take  pool 

In  his  notebook  of  1939,  Wittgen¬ 
stein  wrote:  “My  originality ...  is  an 
originality  belonging  to  the  soil, 
rather  than  to  the  seed."  Those 
seeking  the  spiritual  life  sometimes 
neglect  this  possibility.  They  are 
overactive  in  the  belief  that  activity 
may  produce  some  wonderful  effect 
Instead,  it  may  be  that  their  part  is  to 
listen,  not  to  speak;  to  receive,  not  id 
give;  to  be  the  soil,  not  the  seed. 

In  the  spiritual  domain,  as  in  the 
rest  of  life,  there  is  a  division  of 
labour,  it  is  a  mark  of  practical 
wisdom  to  know  that  this  is  so  and  to 
discern  one’s  own  proper  part  in  any 
co-operative  endeavour. 

These  thoughts  are  prompted  by 
recent  experiences  of  religious  com¬ 
munities.  Twice  this  year  I  have 


We  need  to  find  time  and 
space  for  reflection 


stayed  in  houses  of  Catholic 
orders.  In  early  summer,  I 
visited  St  Anselm’s  Benedic¬ 
tine  Abbey,  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire.  USA,  and  last  month  I 
stayed  in  the  Jesuit  residence 
in  Louvain  in  Belgium. 

A  continent  and  4300  miles 
apart,  and  representing  dif¬ 
ferent  forms  of  religious  life 
and  spiritual  traditions,  these 
communities  nonetheless  have  much 
more  in  common  with  one  another 
than  each  has  with  its  secular 
surroundings. 


JOHN 

HALDANE 


The  Benedictines  are  the  oldest  of 
tine  existing  groups  of  monks  and 
nuns,  daring  from  the  early  6th 
century,  during  which  the  former 
hermit  Benedict  built  tire  monastery 


of  Monte  Cassino  and  established  his 
precepts  for  the  spiritual  life,  the 
"rule  of  St  Benedict”. 

In  founding  the  Jesuits  1,000  years 
later,  St  Ignatius  of  Loyola  drew  upon 
aspects  of  Benedictine  spirituality 
and  community  order:  in  his  own 
work.  Spiritual  Exercises,  he  added 
methods  of  meditation  designed  to 


help  “rid  the  soul  of  all 
inordinate  attachments  and, 
after  their  removal,  to  seek 
and  find  God’s  wfll  concern¬ 
ing  the  disposition  of  one’s 
life".  ’  . 

Notice  that  Ignatius  writes 
of  a  two-stage  process:  first 
detachment;  then  discern¬ 
ment  This  is  partly  caution, 
against  rushing,  trying  to  do 


too  much,  too  quickly:  and  partly  a 
reminder  of  the  division  of  labour. 

The  initial  stage  or  detachment 
depends  for  its  success  on  our  own 
efforts;  but  in  .the  second,  while  we 
are  to  seek,  it  is  not  within  our  power 
to  find  the  treasure:  God  has  to  reveal 
his  will.  Yet  from  tile  words  of  the 
Gospel  we  may  be  confident  that  God 


will  not  deny  us:  "ask  and  it  will  be 
given  to  you;  seek  and  you  will  find  it: 
knock  and  it  wfll  be  opened  to  you" 
(Matthew  6:7). 

Sitting  in  the  warm,  dark  chapel  of 
the  Louvain  Jesuits,  one  begins  to  feel 
the  burden  ,  of  “inordinate  attach-  . 
moits”.  Likewise,  the  experience  of  — 
(he  talk-freercomniunal  meals  in  the 
.  similarly  unadorned  dining  hail  of  St  .'1 

Anselm’s  bring  heme  the  fact  that  ,kT 
speech  is  often  an  occasion  for  deceit, 
defamation  and  distraction. 

In  years  past  those  in  Later  life  who 
had  the  means,  the  opportunity  and 
tiie.  inclination  sometimes  left  the 
world  to  end  their  days  in  religious  i|j. 
communities.  Less  demandingly,  one 
might  take  an  annual  retreat  in  one  of 
the  many  religious  houses  that  open 
their  doors  to  laity.  Finally,  and  more 
practically,  one  might  set  aside  same 
time  and  space  for  silent  reflection 
and  begin  the  work  of  detachment  in 
preparation  for  discernment,  recall¬ 
ing  the  words  "Be  still  and  know  that 
l  am  God". 

•  The  writer  is  Professor  of  Philo¬ 
sophy  at  the  University  of  St  Andrews 
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EXCLUSIVE  TIMES  OFFER 


the  TIMES 


Hostas 


at  half 


normal 


price 


HOSTAS  are  one  of  today's  most  popular 
and  versatile  perennials.  Their  beauty 
.and  richness;  is  unequalled  in  any  other 
shade-loving  plant,  giving  bold,  colourful 
and  often  fragrant  flowers.  Ideal  plants  for 
cutting,  they  grow  well  in  shady  or  sunny 
positions.  We  have  four  different  varieties  on 
offer  to  Times  readers. 

Honcybells  with  mid-green  leaves  and  off- 
white  flower'-  in  August,  and  a  height/ 
spread  nf  Z4in. 

Sieboldiana  with  large  heart-shaped  blue- 
grev  leaves  and  lilac  flowers  which  appear  in 


early  summer,  2-3 ft  in  height,  with  a  2ft  spread. 

Aureomarginata  with  medium-sized 
green  leaves  edged  in  silver-white,  liiac-pur- 
ple  flowers  in  Julv-Augusi  and  a 
heigiu /spread  of  15-lSin. 

Albo  Picta  with  medium-sized,  pale  green 
broadly  variegated  leaves,  with  buff-yellow 
and  pale  violet  flowers  in  early  spring. 
Height  18-24in  and  an  ISin  spread. 

Each  pack  has  three  roots  and  costs  jusr 
£5.99.  Alternatively,  treat  yourself  to  one 
pack  of  each  variety  for  only  £11.98  —  giving 
you  four  packs  for  the  price  of  two. 
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Church  services  tomorrow 


Twentieth  Sunday  after  Trinity. 

BANGOR  CATHEDRAL  8  HG  9.45 
Cymun  Bendigaid:  II  Ch  Euch.  Sacerdotes 
Domini  (Byrd):  3.15  Ch  E;  5  Gosber. 
BELFAST  CATHEDRAL  10  HC;  II  S 
Euch.  Come  let's  rejoice  (Arrow);  3  JO  Ch 
E,  Thou  wilt  keep  him  (Wesley). 
BIRMINGHAM  CATHEDRAL  9  MP, 

9.15  HC  11  Judges  Service.  I  was  glad 
(Parry).  Rev  R  H  A  Eames;  4  Ch  Euch. 
Mass  for  four  voices  (Byrd);  5  EP. 
BLACKBURN  CATHEDRAL  8  HG  9.15 
Ch  M:  1030  Euch.  Jackson  in  G,  Canon 
Galilee;  4  Ch  E. 

CANTERBURY  CATHEDRAL  8  HG 
9  JO.  1 1 S  Euch,  Tanrum  ergo  (Durufl6):  3.15 
Festival  E.  Responses  (Walsh);  6 JO  Ser¬ 
mon  &  Campline. 

CARLISLE  CATHEDRAL  7.45  M;8  HG 
10 JO  S  Euch.  Ave  verum  corpus  (Elgar). 
Archdeacon  D  Turnbull;  3  EP. 
CHELMSFORD  CATHEDRAL  S  HG 
9 JO  Euch.  Canon  D  Knight;  11.15  Justice 
Service;  6  Ch  E.  Bairstow  in  D. 

CHESTER  CATHEDRAL  7.45  L  8  HG 

Ifl  Euch.  Canon  T  Dennis;  It  M.Te  Deum 
in  F  (Dysonu  3  JO  G  630  ES. 
CHICHESTER  CATHEDRAL  8  HG  K) 
M.  Ireland  in  F:  II  S  Euch.  Ave  verum 
iPhiEpsi.  Canon  W  Pratt;  3  JO  E. 

CHRIST  CHURCH  CATHEDRAL  Oh- 
fond:  8  HG  10  M:  11.15  S  Euch.  Canon 
Ward;  b  E.  Collegium  Regale  (Howells). 
CHRIST  CHURCH  CATHEDRAL 
Dublin:  II  S  Euch;  3  JO  Ch  E.  Canuque  de 
Jean  Racine  (Faurt). 

COVENTRY  CATHEDRAL  7.40  MP;  8 
G  10 JO  Euch.  Mr  J  Filochow&ki;  3 German 
Lutherans;  5  Ch  E.  Responses  (Rose). 
DERBY  CATHEDRAL  8  HC:  10.45  S 
Euch,  Darke  in  E.  Canon  G  Marshall;  6  Ch 
E.  Stanford  in  B  flat. 

DURHAM  CATHEDRAL  8  HG  10  M. 
Stanford  in  C-  11.15  HC.  Missa  Brevis 
(Leighton).  Canon  M  Perry:  3.30  E. 

ELY  CATHEDRAL  S.15  HG  10J0  S 
Euch,  Mass  for  five  voices  (Byrd);  3.45  E. 
Rubbra  in  A  flat 

EXETER  CATHEDRAL  8  HG  9.45  S 
Euch,  Missa  brevis  (Caesar),  Canon  P 
Price;  11.15  M.  Responses  (Rose):  3  E:  630 
ES;  7  Harvest  Thanksgiving. 
GLOUCESTER  CATHEDRAL  S  HG 

10.15  Euch.  Rev  J  Hubbard- Jones:  12.15 
HC:  ?  County  Harvest  Thanksgiving. 
Benedicite  in  B  flat  (Sumsion). 
HEREFORD  CATHEDRAL  S  HG  10 
Euch.  Collegium  Regale  (Howells):  HJ0 
M:  3  JO  E.  Rev  R  North. 

LEICESTER  CATHEDRAL  3  HG  10  M: 
10-30  Euch.  Leighton  in  D.  Rev  ARaar,  4 
Ch  E,  Stanford  In  B  flat. 


LICHFIELD  CATHEDRAL  8  HG  10 JO 
S  Euch.  Thou'visitest  the  earth  (Greene]; 
3  JOE. 

LLANDAFF  CATHEDRAL  7J0  M  &  L 
8.  9  Euch:  II  S  Euch.  Darke  in  A  minor; 
12.15  Euch;  330  Ch  E;  6J0  E.  The  Dean. 
NEWCASTLE  CATHEDRAL  7 JO  M;  8 
HC;  10  S  Euch.  Messe  Soknelle  fLangiais). 
The  Archdeacon  of  Northumberland;  3  JO 
E.  Dyson  in  D. 

NEWPORT  CATHEDRAL  1030  M.  Let 
all  the  world  (Vaughan  Williams):  630  E, 
Go  forth  into  the  world  in  peace  (Rutter). 
NORWICH  CATHEDRAL  8  HG  9. 15  G 
10J0  Norfolk  &  Norwich  Festival  Euch. 
Coronation  Mass  (Mozart);  3J0  E.  Canon 
M  Makower.  630  Healing  Service. 
PETERBOROUGH  CATHEDRAL  9  30 
M.  Stanford  in  B  fiat  10J0  Euch.  The 
Bishop  of  Brixworth;  330  E. 
PORTSMOUTH  CATHEDRAL  S  HG 
930  G  II  S  Euch,  Missa  Eliensfc  (Mils); 
630  E.  Murrill  in  E.  Ven  G  Knowles. 
R1PON  CATHEDRAL  S,  9 JO  Euch; 
II  JO  M.  Britten  in  G  1230  Euch:  530  E, 

Kelly  in  G  Rev  R  ■Quick. 

ROCHESTER  CATHEDRAL  S  HG  9.45 
M.  Lei  all  the  world  (Vaughan  Williams); 
1030  S  Euch,  Canon  D  Winter;  3.15  E. 
SALISBURY  CATHEDRAL  S  HG  1030 
Euch.  Missa  Sancti  Nicolai  (Haydn), 
Canon  J  Davies;  3  Festal  E,  Canon  J 
Osborne. 

SOUTHWARK  CATHEDRAL  9  Euch; 
II  Ch  Euch,  Messe  Basse  (Fame);  3  Ch  E, 
Purcell  in  G  minor,  Canon  H  Cunliffe. 
SOUTHWELL  MINSTER:  7JQ  M  &  L  S 
HG  930  G  II  S  Euch.  Collegium.  Regale 
(HowdLsL  Archdeacon  of  Newark:  3.15  E, 
Wesley  in  E. 

TRURO  CATHEDRAL  S  HC;  9  M:  10  S 
Euch.  Ubi  earn  as  «  amor  (Duruflg).  Canon 
M  Boxall:  6  E.  Purcell  in  G  minor. 
WAKEFIELD  CATHEDRAL  8  HG  9.15 
G  Jesu  the  very  thought  ILangk'Canon  R 
Gage  U  Solemn  Euch;  6.30  E. 

WELLS  CATHEDRAL-  8  HG  9.45  S 
Euch,  Missa  papae  Marceili  [Palestrina); 
1130  M,  Stanford  In  C  3  E.  Rev  E  M  Cross. 
WESTMINSTER  ABBEY;  10  M:  II  S 
Euch.  Rev  V  Hum;  11.15  Euch;  3  E;  5.45 
Organ  Recital:  630  ES,  Rev  J  GoodalL 
WESTMINSTER  CATHEDRAL  7. 8, 9, 
1030  Solemn  Mass,  Missa  Sancti  Nicolai 
(Hsytfafc  1 2  Mass;  2.45  Organ  Recital:  3J0 
Vespers  and  Benediction;  5.30. 7  Mass. 
WINCHESTER  CATHEDRAL  10  M. 
Prevent  us  O  Lord  (Bvxd),  Canon  C 
Stewart;  11.15  S  Euch:  3  JO'  E.  Wood  in  E. 
YORK  MINSTER:  8. 8.45  HC  10  S  Euch. 

Canterbury  Service  (Maorri;  H  30  M.Tum 
back  O  man  (Holst).  Rev  C  Campling;  4  E. 


ST  ALBANS  CATHEDRAL,  Hertford¬ 
shire:  8  HC:  930  Eurfu  II  Solemn  Euch: 
630  E,  Christ  be  with  you  (Rose). 

ST  ASAPH  CATHEDRAL,  Owyd:  8  HG 
11  Ch  M.  Blessed  city  (Bairstow),  Rev  K 
Goulstone;  330  EP. 

ST  DAVIDS  CATHEDRAL  8  HG  930. 
Euch;  11.15  Ch  M,  Stanford  in  G  Cancel 
Morgan:  6  Ch  E.  Sonata  in  G  (Elgar). 

ST  FIN  BARREL  CATHEDRAL  COric 
8  Euch;  11.15  S  Euch.  Canon  P  Rhys 
Thomas;  7  Ch  E.  Fourth  Service  (Batten). 
ST  MARY'S  CATHEDRAL  8  Euch;  1030 
S  Euch,  Darke  in  E  minor,  Canon  J 
Millard;  330  Ch  E,  Stanford  in  G 
ST  MACHAR’S  CATHEDRAL  Old 
Aberdeen:  II  MS:  Benedidte  (Sumsion);  6 
ES,  Rev  R  Frazer. 

ST  PATRICK’S  CATHEDRAL  Dublin: 
8.30  Euch;  11.15  M.  Hewson  in  Ei  Rev  H  C 
Mills;  3.15  Ch  E. 

ST  PAUL'S  CATHEDRAL  8  HG  8.45  M; 
II S  Euch,  Mass  (Stavinsky);  3.15  E.  Rubbra 
in  A  Dot.  Venerable  G  Cassidy; 630  Service 

for  Diocesan  Week  of  Prayer. 

RUSSIAN  ORTHODOX  CATHE¬ 
DRAL  SW7: 1030  Divine  liturgy,  Kievan 
and  traditional  polyphony.  Met  Anthonv. 
ALL  SAINTS.  Wl:  8  LM:  1030  MR  II 
HM,  Spaoenmesse  (Mozart);  5.15  LM:  6  E. 
ALL  SOULS.  Wfc  930,  1 1 JO  HG  Mr  D 
Turner:  630  ES,  Rev  R  Bewes.  • 

THE  ASSUMPTION.  WIs  II  HC.  Missa 
lltonL  passa  (Viadana). 

CHELSEA  OLD  CHURCH.  SWSrSHG 
10  Children's  Service;  IlM.RevDrPENy; 
1115  HG  6  E.  Rev  D  Bean. 

CROWN  COURT  CHURCH  OF  SCOT¬ 
LAND.  WCi  11.15.  Rev  S  Hood;  630  ES. 
FARM  STREET,  Wl;  8.  93QLM;1J  HM; 
1230. 4.15. 6.15  LM. 

HOLY  TRINITY  BROMPTON.  SW7: 9 
HC;  II  MS:  5. 7J0  Informal  Service.  Rev  N 
Lee. 

THE  ORATORY.  SW7: 7. 8. 9. 10. 11,  Ave 
Maria  (Victoria):  1230  Mass,  3  JO  v  &  B: 
43a  7  Mass. 

ARMENIAN  APOSTOUC  CHURCH 
W&  H  Holy  Mass,  Archbishop  Y  Gizirian. 
WESLEY’S  CHAPEL  Ed  9.45  HG  Rev 
Dr  L  Griffiths;  II  Harvest  festival. 
WESTMINSTER  CENTRAL  HALL 
(Methodist):  U  HC.  Rev  Dr  P  Graves;  630 
ES.  Mr  B  Scorer. 

ST  ANNE  AND  ST  AGNES  (Lutheran). 
Ed  11  Ch  Euch,  Rev  P  D  Schmiege;  630 
EP  ar  St  Paul's  Cathedral  for  ‘Bridges  of 
Prayer  Week.  .-  -  -  r 

ST  BARTHOLOMEW  THE  GREAT. 
ECI:  9  HG  11  M.  Canterbury  Te  Deum 
(HOwgDs):  630  Ch  Euch,.  Missa  brevis 
(Kodaly).  The  Rector. 


i 


ST  BRIDE'S,  EC4i  11  Ch  M  &  Euch. 
Purcell  in  G  Canon  J  Oates. 

ST  CLEMENT  DANES:  II  Ch  M.  O 
where  shall  wisdom  be  found  (Boyce).  Rev 
R  Pfentland;  1230  HC 
ST  ETHELDREDA'S.  Ely  Place:  11  S 
Mass.  Missa  Papae  Maredli  (Palestrina). 

ST  GEORGE'S.  Wl:  830  HC;  It  S  Euch. 
Missa  Sancti  Nicolai  (Haydn). 

ST  JAMES'S,  Piccadilly:  8.30  HG  II  S 
Euch,  Rev  S  Cathie;  5.45  EP.  • 

ST  JOHN'S,  E15:  H  Family  Service, 
Voluntary  an  Old  100th  (Purcell).  Rev  M 
OkeDo:  630  HG  Rev  D  Richards. 

ST  LUKE’S.  SW3: 8  HG  1030  MP  &  HG 
Salvator  mundi  (Blow),  Rev  D  Bean:  630 
E.  Rev  C  Kevill-Davies. 

OT  MARK'S,  NWl:  g  HG  9.45  G  J!  S 
Euch.  Missa  Brevis  in  B  fiat  (Mozart).  Rev  J 
■  Outer. 

ST  MAKTIN-I IV-THE-FI  ELDS.  WC2:  8 
HG  9.45  Euch:  1130  Visitors  to  London 
Service.  Rev  C  Herbert;.  2.45  Chinese 
Service;  5  Ch  E. 

ST  MARY  ABBOTS  CHURCH.  W&  8 
HC  930  EuchJtev  F  Gelii:  11.15  Ch  M.  Rev 
P  Stubbs:  1230  HG  630  E,  Mrs  P  Haines. 
ST  MARY’S.  SW1:  9.  10.  LM:  II  HM, 
Missa  brevis  (Berkeley).  FT  N  Mercer;  6 
Solemn  E  &  Benediction;  7  LM. 
pMARY-THE-YlRGIN,  Primrose  HiD: 

8  HG  1030  Euch,  Be  still  my  soul 
(Whitlock),  Rev  R  Mitchell;  6  EP. 

ST  MARYLEBOYE,  WJ:  8  HG  fl  Ch 
Euch.  Musa  Sancti  Nicolai  (Mussorgsky), 
Prof  J  Caldwell.  '  . 

SrJ>A£L?*  SW1:  3.  9  HG  II  Solemn 
Euch.  O  bone  Jesu  (RaddHfel,  Rev  N 
Dawson. 

STPETER'S.  SW1: 8.15  HG  IQ  Euch;  U  S 
Euch.  Os  Justi  (Bruckner).  Fr  D  B  TUlyer. 
OlAPEL  ROYAL  OF  ST  PETER  AD 
HM  Tower  of  London:  9J5 
HG  II M.  Responses  (Raddiffe),  Rev  P  R  C 
Abram. 

CHAPEL  ROYAL  St.  James*;  *Pa)ace:  $J0 
HG  11.15  MP,  I  was  glad  (Parry).  Canon  R' 
Gilbert.' 

Hampton  Court  Pal- 
J1  M’  me'O  Loiti 
(Byrd);  330  E,  Beads  vir  (Monteverde). .  •• 

85552  chapel  of  the  savoy. 
,ndand  “  F- CaDM  -M  Mum 

Hu 

JgpJpMPLE  CHURCH,  Fleet  Street: 
830  HG  IL15  MP,  Ireland  in  F. 

G^ARP,^  chAPEL  Wellington  Bar-' 
racks.  SWI:  11 M,  O  Had  iWiatsLiketoa 
Dove  (Milton).  Rev  L  H  Bryarul2  HC. 

COUJEGE  CHAPEL 
SEiO:  11 S  Euch.  Sumsion  in  F,  Chaplain. 
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Those  who  are  lucky  enough  to  have  holes  in  their  fields  can  demand  considerable  sums  from  rubbish  contractors  to  fill  them  up 


D«s  anyone,  other  than  the 

Sfw.  Of  eZJa 

holes?  h*He  value 

«ham.  In  fact,  if  the  aJu/pSjh 

and  ui  the  proper  fight  but  on  closer 
ouno  be  an  opS 

Have  no  doubt  that  holes,  these  days, 
arev^uable  commodities.  We  need  hoL 
desperately,  otherwise,  where  are  we  to 

fv^mcTeasing  quantities  of  un- 
reeyclabk:  urban  rubbish  -  if  we  cannot 

WOITyhig  ourselves  sick 
about  producing  greenhouse  gases9  The 
answer  is  that  we  have  to  put  it  down 
defP  holes.  It  is  certainly  no  total 
solution,  as  some  have  discovered  whoa 
housing  estates  have  been  built  on  what 
turn  out  to  be  explosive,  methane- 
saturated  foundations.  But  the  filling  of 


it’s  a  nice  little  earner 


holes  in  fields  with  non-polluting  rub¬ 
bish,  which  is  then  covered  with  a 
moderate  depth  of  topsoil  and  cultivated, 
seems  less  of  a  crime-  than,  some 
alternatives.  1  understand  from  those 
who  are  blessed  with  land  as  pitted  as  the 
surface  of  Mars  that  they  can  demand 
considerable  sums  of  money  from  rub¬ 
bish  contractors  and  have  their  land 
levelled  arid "  made  more  useful  for 
cultivation  at  the  same  time.  There  are 
planning  considerations,  of  course,  but 
on  the  whole  it  is  a  nice  little  earner. 

Making  money  out  of  holes  is  no  new 
phenomenon  in  the  part  of  coastal 
Suffolk  where  we  five,  which  is  not  far 
from  the  rivers  Aide  and  Deben.  Those 
who  have  read  Arthur  Ransome  will 
have  no  difficulty  visualising  these  tidal 
waters  with  their  wide,  muddy  fore¬ 
shores  and  swampy  reed  beds.  The 
bitienis,  osytereatchers  and  she! duck  are 
among  the  principal  residents;  and  on 


grey,  winter  days 
when  the  tourists 
and  weekenders 
have  long  since  fled 
the  cold  east  wind 
from  Siberia,  you 
might  as  well  be  on 
the  ed  ge  of  the  worid . 

And  between  these 
two  rivers  is  an  area 
of  land  where,  a  cen* . 
tury  ago,  holes 
equalled  prosperity. 

I  am  most  grateful  to' 
the  newsletter  of  the 
River  Aide  -and  Ore 
Association  which 
describes  the  “Suffolk  Gold  Rush'*  which 
ended  a  century  ago. 

The  gold  was  in  the  form  of  coprolite.  a 
fertiliser  rich  in  phosphates,  which 
occurred  only  in  this  confined  area  of 
England  thanks  to  peculiar  geological 


DOWN  TO  EARTH 


RAUL  HE1NEY 


circumstances.  The 
fertiliser  itself  con¬ 
sisted  of  marine  ex¬ 
creta  and  bones, 
together  with  shells 
and  some  sand 
which,  when  origi¬ 
nally  laid  down, 
were  on  the  seabed. 
Shifts  in  the  earth’s 
crust  turned  the  sea¬ 
bed  into  dry  land 
and  the  coprolite 
bed.  only  two  feet 
thick,  could  be  found 
not  far  below  the 
surface. 

All  you  had  to  do  was  dig  a  hole.  And 
they  did.  Digging  coprolite  could  double 
a  farm  worker’s  wages.  At  the  height  of 
the  boom,  it  could  be  sold  for  two 
shillings  a  ton  and  an  acre  could  produce 
300  ions.  As  John  Waddell,  the 


newsletter  editor,  points  out;  "It  is 
possible  to  picture  the  excitement  if 
caused;  imagine  digging  up  the  price  of 
your  collage  in  your  vegetable  patch." 

And  imagine,  too,  the  joy  felt  by 
farmers  on  discovering,  for  the 
first  time,  the  value  of  this  stuff. 
Not  only  did  it  earn  a  fortune  for  the 
lucky  few  who  had  it  hidden  beneath 
their  land,  but  its  fertilising  properties 
brought  prosperity  to  farming  custom¬ 
ers.  too.  The  distinguished  agricultural 
observer  Arthur  Young  travelled 
through  East  Anglia  in  1771  and  wrote: 
“It  undoubtedly  enriches  the  soil,  for  the 
farmers  here  lay  on  ten  to  12  cartloads  an 
acre  and  the  effect  is  amazingly  great. 
The  soil  is  ever  after  greatly  the  better  for 
it.  The  effects  are  so  great  that,  on 
breaking  the  poor  heaths  of  this  county, 
they  have  had  exceedingly  fine  crop 
from  such  parts  as  they  manured,  while 


other  pans  unmanured  have  scarcely 
yielded  the  seed  again." 

It  is  arguable,  of  course,  that  this  is 
where  the  agricultural  rot  set  in.  for  as 
soon  as  farmers  were  able  to  boost 
production  beyond  previously  imagin¬ 
able  levels,  it  was  inevitable  that  they 
would  develop  a  taste  for  it  and  demand 
even  greater  yields,  which  science  would 
eventually  deliver.  It  was  indeed  agricul¬ 
tural  science  which  did  for  the  Suffolk 
Gold  Rush  100  years  ago,  as  new 
methods  of  phosphate  production  were 
developed  in  the  United  States  and  the 
cheaper  stuff  was  brought  by  ship  to 
Ipswich  docks. 

It  is  sad  to  think  the  good  work  of  the 
fish,  molluscs  and  sea  creatures  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  years  cannot 
be  replicated.  The  residues  we  lay  down 
for  future  generations  to  extract  from  the 
earth  when  the  oil,  gas  and  coal  have  run 
out  seem  inadequate  by  comparison.  Just 
across  the  lane,  my  neighbour  was  lucky 
enough  to  have  a  big  hole  that  needed  fill¬ 
ing.  Over  the  years  1  have  seen  what  goes 
in  there.  I  doubt  there  is  much  fertilising 
potential  in  washing  machines. 


inatiters,  of  girkri^.  Ad  Paul  Honey,  Weekend,  The  Times.  1  Pennington  Street,  London  El  9XN.  They  are  published  on  the  first  Saturday  of  the  month. 


water  on  the  brain 
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Looking  irrigated:  Naish 
with  a  farm  pump 

Farmers  are 
building  their 
own  reservoirs 
to  survive  in 
parched 
Britain,  says 
Sally  Smith 

He  went  to  see  the 
pyramids  and  the 
Sphinx  —  but  it 
was  the  effect  of  a 
"dirty  brown  slick  of  water” 
that  impressed  Allan-  Steven¬ 
son  on  his  holiday.  “There  was 
this  mighty  irrigation  system 
making  the  desert  flower,  as  it 
has  done  for  thousands  of 
years."  he  says.  "Every  bit  as 
much  of  an  achievement  as  the 
pyramids." 

He  has  a  dose  affinity  with 
the  farmers  along  the  Nile.  At 
home  in  Essex  he  is  dealing 
with  the  distribution  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  gallons  of  water  to  his 
own  crops.  He  is  ooe  of  the 
drought-stricken  British  farm¬ 
ers  who  are  having  to  learn  the 
science  of  water  storage  and 
management  with  as  much 
concentration  as  any  Middle 
Eastern  grower. 

Drought  in  recent  years, 
along  with  the  need  to  provide 
water  in  precise  amounts,  has 
prompted  a  scramble  to  build 
farm  reservoirs.. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
fisted  3,770  farm  reservoirs  in 
1995,  and  since  then  construc¬ 
tion  has  accelerated,  dotting 
the  countryside  with  squares, 
rectangles  and  ovals  of  wa  ter. 
Robert  Orford,  of-  G.  Miles 
and  Sons  at  Bury  St  Edmunds, 
is .  building  a  dozen  farm 
reservoirs  this  year.  They  hold 
35-20  million  gallons  each  and 
cost  from  £30.000 .  to  more 
than  ESO.000. 

The  work  is  by  no  means 
am  fined  to  the  great  arable 
areas  of  the  eastern -counties. 
Mr  Orford  says  that  farmers 
across  the  Midlands  and  into 
Gloucestershire  and  the  Welsh 


Andrew  Naisb’s  farraty  farm  depends  on  accurate  use  of  reservoir  water  to  ensure  its  potato  crop  is  suitable  for  turning  into  crisps  and  chips 


border  counties,  where  rain¬ 
fall  is  much  higher,  are  also 
investing  in  water.  Taking  it 
from  rivers  and  streams  or 
boreholes  sunk  deep  into  aqui¬ 
fers  requires  a  licence  from  the 
Environment  Agency,  which 
is  responsible  for  water 
resources. 

Though  they  must  have  a 
licence  and  pay  for  it,  farmers 
have  no  right  to  unlimited 
water.  When  supplies  run 
short  they  face  restrictions  and 
can  be  ordered  to  stop  irrigat-  . 
ing.  Their  best  solution,  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  Agency,  is  to 
ensure  supplies  by  pumping 


water  into  reservoirs  during 
winter.  There  is  no  grant  aid 
for  building  reservoirs,  but 
winter  water  costs  a  tenth  of 
the  summer  price. 

Water  is  not  needed  just  to 
create  bumper  crops,  it  is 
essential  to  provide  quality 
produce.  Mr  Stevenson  and 
his  three  brothers,  who  farm 
1.300  acres  at  Hif*h  Rod  ing, 
near  Chelmsford,  aim  to  grow 
top<)uafity  spuds  for  baking. 
For  this  market,  smooth, 
blemish-free  skins  are  obtiga- 
ibry.  If  these  potatoes  do  not  ’ 
have  sufficient  water,  particu¬ 
larly  when  they  are  young. 


they  develop  a  skin  disease 
known  as  scab,  in  appearance 
as  unfortunate  as  it  sounds. 
Though  harmless,  scab  can 
slash  the  crop  price  from  £140 
a  tonne  to  as  little  as  £25. 

Even  in  September, 
when  the  potatoes 
are  ready  for  har¬ 
vesting,  those  deli¬ 
cate  skins  have  to  be  protected 
and  water  is  poured  on  to  dry 
soil  to  soften  it  before  digging. 

The  brothers  are  just  com¬ 
pleting  their  fourth  reservoir, 
which  will  bring  their  storage 
capacity  to  well  over  21  million 


gallons,  linked  by  three  miles 
of  underground  pipes  to  cen¬ 
tral  points  in  every  field. 

Beside  the  River  Meden  at 
Budby  in  Nottinghamshire, 
the  Naish  family  has  recently 
completed  a  second  reservoir, 
which  will  bring  their  storage 
capacity  to  70  million  gallons. 

David  Naish  is  president  of 
the  National  Fanners  Union, 
his  son  Andrew  runs  the  farm. 
Their  potatoes  go  to  be  made 
into  crisps  and  chips,  and 
correct  watering  is  crucial  to 
ensuring  they  do  not  grow  in 
fits  and  starts. 

"If  they  dry  out  and  then  get 


ON  THE  SPOT:  HOUGHTON  MILL 


Rural  recommendations 

The  place:  the  bridge  at  Houghton  Mill.  Huntingdon. 
Cambridgeshire. 

The  view:  boats  navigating  the  Great  Ouse,  acres  of  flat,  water 
meadowland  and  the  impressive  five-storey  watermill. 
Appeal:  an  accessible,  peaceful  spot 
Aficionados:  anglers,  walkers  and  boating  enthusiasts. 
Historical  Interest:  the  mill  was  valued  at  20  shillings  in  the 
10S6  Domesday  survey  and  in  the  12th  century  villagers  were 
encouraged  to  grind  their  com  there  or  face  heavy  fines.  In 
1822,  the  philanthropist  Potto  Brown  took  over.  Today,  much 
of  the  machinery  is  in  working  order, 
lime  to  visit:  tins  weekend,  2-5 .30pm,  or  after  Easter. 

How  to  get  there:  follow  signs  .from  the  All 23  southeast  of 
Huntingdon. 

OS  reference:  283/719  on  sheet  153. 

Also  nearby:  riverside  walks,  boat  hire  and  Houghton  village. 
Wood  Green  animal  shelter  is  five  miles  south. 

Deborah  King 
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a  deluge  of  rain  they  split,  and 
the  processors  do  not  want 
them."  Andrew  explains. 

Steady  growth  in  carrots  is 
yet  more  important:  “If  we  are 
going  to  get  the  best  prices,  we 
have  to  supply  the  regular  size 
and  shape  that  shoppers 
want,"  he  says.  "Skin  finish  is 
vital  and  depends  on  consis¬ 
tent  water.  Carrots  need  enor¬ 
mous  quantities." 

They  are  by  no  means  the 
only  vegetables  to  suffer. 
Beans  become  dry  and  woody 
and  lose  their  colour;  swedes 
and  parsnips  get  coarse. 

The  science  of  water  man¬ 
agement  is  as  important  as 
having  it  available,  and  there 
has  to  be  constant  monitoring. 
Too  much  can  be  as  bad  as  too 
little:  plants  need  it  to  take  up 
nutrients,  but  it  can  also  wash 
them  away. 

Mr  Stevenson  has  three 
systems  to  monitor  moisture 
in  the  earth.  Probes  read  the 
soil  at  different  levels.  This  is 
backed  up  by  complicated 
calculations  using  information 
from  the  Meteorological  Of¬ 
fice.  involving  wind,  humidity 
and  the  size  and  maturity  of 
the  crop. 

“Then,"  he  says,  “just  to 
make  sure,  1  go  out  with  the 
trowel."  One  of  the  four  broth¬ 
ers  will  be  out  checking  or 
moving  the  great  rigs  that 
supply  the  water  day  and 
night.  Essex  may  not  resemble 
the  Nile  Valley,  but  the  ancient 
farming  skills  are  the  same. 


PETER  BROWN 


High-flyers  take  their  winter  break 


Yidtiowharmnen  starting  to  flock 


IN  THE  low  autumn  sunshine  last 
weekend  I  visited  one  of  my  favourite 
stretches  of  hill  country  —  rolling 
chalk  hills  open  to  the  sky.  now 
mostly  farmlamd,  but  dotted  here 
and  there  with  small  woods  and 
‘  copses.  The  only  birds  singing  were 
robins  in  the  woods,  but  after  the 
quiet  days  of  August  and  September 
there  seemed  to  be  plenty  of  other 
birds  about  again. 

Rooks  were  all  over. -the  fields, 
cawing,  flying  ,  up- and  down,  far 
more  restless  than  the  little  parties  of 
yvood  pigeons  that  were  gobbling 
"away  steadily  at  the  edges  of  the 
fields.  This  is  the  easiest  time  of  the 
year,  incidentally,  to  distinguish 
rooks  from  crows  ai  a  glance,  since 
the  bare  white  patch  at  the  base  of  the 
rook’s  beak  is  large  and  conspicuous. 
.  i  soon  noticed  that  there  were 
sounds,  rather  like  the  trickling  of 
water,  coming  from  the  hawthorn 
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hedges  and  some  of  the  solitary  oaks. 
This  is  a  call  particularly  used  by 
yeUowhammers  when  they  are  start¬ 
ing  to  flock  in  the  autumn.  Sure 
enough,  a  moment  later  one  flew  out 
of  a  tree,  its  yellow  flanks  and  long 
tail  very  striking  as  it  looped  away 
from  me,  and  after  that  inital 
encounter  1  kept  on  seeing  them.  ' 

SKYLARKS  have  stopped  singing  for 
the  time  being,  but  every  so  often  one 
went  up  from  the  earth  with  a  liltirig 
call,  and  landed  again  further  off. 

When  skylarks  fly,  they  seem.to  be 
extraordinarily  lightweight  birds, 
drifting  gently  slightly  from  side  to 
side  as  if  they  were  being  blown 
about  by  the  wind.  But  when  they 
land  atm  run  through  the  barley 
shoots,  they  look  .  very  sturdy. 


almost  like  small,  crested  game  birds. 

A  few  meadow  pipits,  doubtless  on 
migration,  wenfup  with  thin,  piping 
calls  from  a  field,  and  then  I  hard  a 
loud  whooping  cry  from  a  distant 
hedge  of  oaks,  blackthorns  and  wild 
roses.  1  whipped  my  field  glasses  on 
to  the  hedge  and  was  rewarded  by 
the  sight  of  a  little  owl  sitting  on  a 
fence  post.  Its  eyes  were  big  and 
bright  but  its  face  seemed  to  be  fixed 
in  a  scowL.  Perhaps  it  saw  the 
sunlight  flash  on  the  lenses  of  ray 
binoculars  —  a  regular  hazard  for 
birdwatchers  —  and  it  rose  quickly 
on  its  soft,  rounded  wings  and  dived 
over  the  hedge. 

AH  the  other  birds  of  the  day  were 
finches.  linnets  went  over,  casually 
throwing  out  a  single  phrase  of  song, 
then  felling  back  into  a  lazy  twitter. 


Greenfinches  were  making  a  harsher 
rattle  in  the  tree  tops.  There  was  one 
sudden  outburst  of  liquid,  silvery 
twitters  overhead,  like  the  aural 
equivalent  of  a  shower  of  sunlight, 
and  I  looked  up  just  in  time  to  see  a 
flock  of  green  siskins  whirling  away 
towards  a  spruce  plantation. 

The  siskins  are  winter  visitors  to 
the  South  of  England  —  and  next 
time  I  go  I  expect  1  shall  find  the 
winter  thrushes,  the  redwings  and 
fieldfares,  back  from  Scandinavia. 

Derwent  May 

•  What's  about:  Birders  —  lookout  for 
storm-blown  grey  phalaropes.  kitliwakes 
and  skuas  on  inland  waters. 

Twiichers  —  look  out  for  a  black-throated 
thrush  in  Fetlar,  Shetland,  a  pallors 
warbler  at  Sumburgh  Head,  Shetland 
and  a  Baird's  sandpiper  at  Cantley. 
Norfolk,  Details  from  BirtUine.0891 
700222.  Calls  cost  50p  a  minute 


Malcolm  Smith  on  a  new  view  of 
Britain’s  most  successful  predator 

Despite  all 
our  efforts, 
Reynard  is 
here  to  stay 


Mention  foxes  and  fox 
hunting  and  emo¬ 
tions  run  high.  So  it 
is  refreshing  to  read  a  new  re¬ 
port,  Foxes  and  Forestry  by 
Andrew  Chadwick,  Simon 
Hodge  and  Philip  Ratcliffe  of 
the  Forestry  Commission, 
which  presents  an  objective  re¬ 
view  of  the  fox,  its  ecology,  re¬ 
production,  economic  impart 
and  methods  of  "controlling" 
ir.  The  role  of  commercial  for¬ 
estry  in  bolstering  fox  popul¬ 
ations  is  discussed  and  so.  too. 
is  the  impact  of  foxes  on  lambs 
and  poultry.  The  report  offers 
an  explanation  for  why  some 
farmers  suffer  high  lamb  kills. 
And  it  dismisses  any  notion 
that  fox  populations  can  ever 
be  significantly  reduced. 

The  red  fox  is  widespread  in 
Britain  except  on  many  of  the 
Scottish  islands.  In  urban 
areas  their  home  range  is  often 
no  more  than  four  hectares.  In 
upland  areas  where  food  can 
be  scarce,  a  fox  may  range 
over  a  few  thousand  hectares. 
On  lowland  farms.  200  or  300 
hectares  are  the  norm. 

Bounties  have  been  paid  for 
dead  faxes  since  the  16th 
century  in  England  and 
Wales,  since  1457  in  Scotland. 
But  “they  have  not  achieved 
any  long-term  reduction  in  fox 
numbers”,  concludes  the  re¬ 
view.  Foxes  are  increasing  in 
numbers  because  of  more 
pheasant  rearing,  higher  rab¬ 
bit  populations  and  the  foxes’ 
liking  for  urban  areas. 

If  hurting  and  snaring  do 
not  work,  what  does?  “They 
may  be  limited  by  food,  by 
suitable  den  sites  and  shelter, 
by  disease  and  human  kills,  by 
their  territorial  behaviour,  or 
by  a  combination  of  all  four." 


says  Hodge.  "In  the  uplands, 
food  supply  might  limit  num¬ 
bers.  in  the  lowlands  it  could 
be  food,  territorial  behaviour 
and  road  kills." 

"On  the  island  of  Mull, 
where  there  are  no  foxes,"  says 
the  report,  “production  of 
lambs  over  a  three-year  period 
was  no  better  than  on  similar 
ground  on  the  mainland 
{where  there  are  faxes).  This 
suggests  that  predation  by 
foxes  was  part  of,  rather  than 
in  addition  to.  the  normal 
scale  of  Iamb  losses." 

“Ewes  in  good  condition 
protect  their  lambs  from  foxes 
best,"  says  Dr  Raymond 
Hew  son,  an  expert  on  fox 
.  predation  and  livestock. 
"Ewes  kept  out  all  winter 
suffer  higher  lamb  mortality 
in  thespnng.  perhaps  because 
they  are  in  poorer  condition." 
This  explains  why  adjacent 
farmers  with  differing  man¬ 
agement  practices  are  tikely  to 
suffer  different  rates  of  loss. 

For  farmers  suffering 
heavy  lamb  losses,  the 
report  suggests  a  target¬ 
ed  control  to  kill  the  individual 
foxes  responsible.  Specific  fox¬ 
es  can  develop  a  predilection 
for  Iambs  or  poultry.  Killing 
the  offending  fox  at  the  breed¬ 
ing  den  is  the  most  successful 
way  because  lamb  killing  is 
often  associated  with  foxes 
feeding  their  cubs.  The  au¬ 
thors  review  all  'methods  of 
killing  and  conclude  that  us¬ 
ing  a  rifle  with  spotlights  at 
night  (to. mesmerise  the  ani¬ 
mals)  is  the  most  "selective, 
quick  and  humane”  method,  a 
view  endorsed  by  John  Bryant. 
Chief  Executive  of  the  League 
Against  Cruel. Sports. 

ARDEA 


Fox  numbers  are  growing,  thanks  to  good  food  supplies 
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Peter  Taylor 

encounters  many 
surprises  in  the 
new  South  Africa 
as  he  travels 
through  the  less 
well-known 
Eastern  Cape 

It  is  nor  every  day  that  you  are 
obliged  to  stand  up  for  a 
national  anthem  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  main  course,  but 
then  Graaff-Reinet,  nestling  in  the 
arid  wilderness  of  the  Great  Karoo. 
South  Africa’s  most  spectacular 
expanse  of  semi-desert,  does  have  a 
fC  reputation  for  eccentricity. 

\  The  meal  at  the  Drostdy  Hotel 
(where  guests  occupy  separate 
houses  which  once  belonged  to 
manumitted  slaves)  had  been  going 
splendidly.  We  were  on  the  Karoo 
lamb  when  the  impi  of  enormous 
waitresses,  dressed  in  black  smocks 
and  frilly  white  aprons,  decided  to 
sing.  Before  we  knew  it,  they  had 
launched  —  and  I  do  mean 
launched,  as  they  collectively  re¬ 
sembled  a  hovercraft  with  rhythm 
—  into  bfkosi  SikeletiAfrica  (God 
Bless  Africa).  We  shuffled  sheepish¬ 
ly  to  our  feet 

Our  group  of  four  had  decided  to 
sample  three  of  the  region's  attrao 
j.  lions  —  like  greedily  dipping  into  a 

i  '  smorgasbord  —  in  the  space  of  a 
>  week.  We  would  look  at  game  (in  a 
malaria-free  park),  drive  through 
the  Karoo  (literally  “Land  of 
ThirsH.  and  finally  unwind  an  the 
empty  shores  of  the  Wild  Coast 
The  new  South  Africa  is  even 
more  full  of  surprises  than  the  old. 
and  a  traveller  through  the  Eastern 
Cape  encounters  plenty.  The  West¬ 
ern  Cape,  especially  the  famous 
Garden  Route  from  Cape  Town  to 
Plettenberg  Bay,  is  better  known  by 
most  tourists,  but  the  Eastern  Cape 
—  from  the  forests  of  Tsitsikamma 
in  the  south,  through  Port  Eliza¬ 
beth  to  the  borders  of  KwaZu¬ 
lu/Natal  in  the  north  —provides  in 
the  eyes  of  many  visitors  a  more 
accurate  vignette  of  the  country. 

It  was  here,  after  all,  that  Boer, 
Xhosa  and  Briton  struggled  for 
ascendancy  in  the  19th  century,  and 
here,  in  the  20th.  that  apartheid 
.  carved  out  two  blade  “homelands-: 

.  v  Transkei  and  CiskeL  Not  surpris¬ 
ingly.  the  Eastern  Cape  became  a 
fool  point  for  black  resistance 
(until  1960  the  only  university  open 
to  blacks  was  at  Fort  Hare),  and 
among  the  region's  sons  was  one 
Rolihlahla  Mandela,  who,  on  arriv¬ 
ing  at  primary  school  near  Umtata. 
was  given  by  his  readier  the 
Christian  name  “Nelson". 

In  his  autobiography.  Long  Walk 
to  Freedom,  Mandela  describes  his 
home  region  as  “a  beautiful  coun¬ 
try  of  rolling  hills,  fertile  valleys, 
and  a  thousand  rivers  and 
streams".  Flying  into  Port  Eliza¬ 
beth  from  Johannesburg,  you  can 
see  what  he  means.  The  rounded, 
humpback  topography  looks  from 
the  air  like  an  army  of  giants 
praying  to  Mecca. 

Port  Elizabeth,  named  after  the 
wife  of  a  former  British  governor,  is 
the  springboard  for  the  region.  It  is 
an  agreeable,  unfussy  little  city 
with  a  well-kept  secret  in  Hackle- 
wood  House,  a  private  residence 
lovingly  converted  into  a  hotel.  The 
size  of  the  Victorian  bathrooms 
would  make  a  maharajah  blush. 

The  wide  open  spaces  that  most 
visitors  come  for,  however,  begin 
an  hour  up  the  road  at  Shamwari 
game  reserve.  Roughly  30  miles 
long  by  eight  wide,  Shamwari  has 
won  conservation  awards,  and 
boasts  a  wildlife  research  team  as 
well  as  an  anti-poaching  team  to 
deter  the  most  dangerous  predator 
of  all.  So  tar.  its  precious  rhino  have 
proved  safe  from  attack. 

We  arrived  at  the  lodge  just  in 
time  for  the  night  game  drive,  when 
4  a  bird  uncharitably  called  the 
Spotted  Dickhead  lived  up  to  its 
V'  name  by  hogging  the  headlights 
and  refusing  to  get  out  of  the  way. 

What  I  particularly  like  about 
these  drives  is  the  amount  of 
useless  but  riveting  information 
provided  by  the  rangers.  An  eie- 


:W,- 

;  .  . 


The  Shamwari  game  reserve,  winner  of  conservation  awards,  employs  a  private  anti-poaching  squad  which  has  managed  to  fau  lts. bfa  A anA^bfiti^ri^K) 


phant,  for  example,  eats  for  18 
hours  a  day,  consuming  up  to 
2S0kgs  of  vegetation  and  depositing 
lOOkgs  of  dung.  One  of  our  number 
who  kept  similar  eating  hours 
remarked,  as  we  bounced  along 
pitted  tracks,  that  he  regarded  the 
herds  of  deer  as  a  live  menu.  He 
had  a  point,  for  the  kudu  steak  at 
the  evening  barbecue  was  excellent 


EASTERN  CAPE  FACT  FILE 
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ozing  next  morning  in  a 
metal  four-poster  of 
Heath-Robinson  de- 


>  sign.  I  was  wakened 
before  dawn  by  an  avian  cacopho¬ 
ny.  One  bird,  which  croaked  “Psst! 
PSstT,  I  dubbed  the  Gossip  Bird. 
Another,  which  appeared  to  cry 
“Move  the  resolution"  became  the 
Trade  Union  Bird.  In  vain  I 
listened  for  the  Spotted  Dickhead, 
but  the  only  sound  resembling  it  — 
a  metronomic  squawk  —  turned 
out  to  be  someone’s  alarm  clock. 

Driving  through  the  Karoo  to¬ 
wards  Graaff-Reinet  the  road 
climbs  through  a  couple  of  thou¬ 
sand  feet  The  town  itself,  founded 
in  1786,  is  the  fourth  oldest  in  South 
Africa,  and  a  Victorian-era  notice  in 
the  Drostdy  Hotel  proclaims:  “In¬ 
valids  and  pleasure  seekers  will 
find  Graaff-Reinet  one  of  the  most 
healthy  and  pleasantly  situated 
towns  in  the  colony." 

More  than  200  of  its  buildings 
are  listed  as  national  monuments, 
most  having  whitewashed  walls 
and  exterior  woodwork  painted  in  a 
mandatory  shade  of  “Graaff-Reinet 
green".  The  determination  to  keep 
the  traditional  colour  scheme  is  a 
trifle  obsessional  (“Not  much  green 
here."  said  a  black  friend  laconical¬ 
ly,  gesturing  to  shanties  on  the  edge 
of  town),  but  this  is  a  place  that 
understands  rules. 

Anticipating  Hillary  Clinton  by 
more  than  100  years,  the  town 
banned  smoking  in  the  street  in  the 
19th  century  —  to  prevent  thatched 
roofs  from  catching  fire.  And  when 
the  first  woman  to  be  hanged  in 
South  Africa,  a  prostitute  who  had 
murdered  her  lover,  met  her  end 
there  in  1842,  officials  carefully  tied 


■  Pder  Taylor  travelled  with 
Eastern  Cape  Tourism  (01473225652, 
fax  01473  22619%  which  can 
provide  information  about 
Hacklewood  House.  Port 
Elizabeth.  Shamwari  Game  Reserve, 
the  Drostdy  Hold.  Graaff-Reinet 
and  Umngazi  River  Bungalows.  For 
example,  a  week  at  Shamwari  or 
Umngazi  River  Bungalows  (ora 
week  divided  between  the  two) 
costs  around  £800-£UX)0  per  person 
(including  return  air  fores  from 
London)  in  low  season,  April  to 
September,  and  around  El, 400- 
EL800  per  person  in  high  season. 
October  to  March.  Southern 
Africa  Travel  (0171-630  0100),  which 
specialises  in  the  Eastern  Cape. 

can  also  arrange  itineraries. 

■  Peter  Taylor  flew  with  Virgin 
Atlantic  (DI293  747747).  which  has 
daily  services  from  Heathrow  to  . 
Johannesburg  from  £448,  and 
connects  with  Sun  Air.  Concur, 
and  South  African  Airways  for  Port 
Elizabeth  and  East  London. 

■  Wings  Over  Africa  provides 
charter  light  aircraft  in  the  Eastern 
Cape;  based  in  Graaff-Reinet 

(00  27491 91 0027)  or  via 
Eastern  Cape  Tourism. 


her  petticoat  to  her  ankles  so  that 
her  underwear  was  not  revealed  as 
she  swung  from  the  gallows. 

One  likes  to  think  of  her  wearing 
Graaff-Reinet  green  knickers. 

Yet.  along  with  the  sense  of 
conformity  and  the  power  of  the 
kirk  (the  British  sent  out  Scottish 
ministers  to  try  to  Fresbyterianise 
the  Calvinists),  the  town  has  always 
known  how  to  lei  its  hair  down. 
Illegal  white  brandy  was  produced 
for  years,  with  people  burning  tyres  . 
in  their  back  gardens  to  put  police 
off  the  scenL 

In  the  space  of  24  hours  we  drove 
to  the  nearby  village  of  Nfeu- 
Bethesda  to  look  at  an  exhibition  of 
psychedelic  owl  sculptures  in  con¬ 
crete  and  glass:  attended  a  gossipy 
dinner  party,  whose  glamorous 
hostess  turned  out  to  be  the 
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Lions  and  their  cubs  can  be 
seen  at  Shamwari  game  pads. 


girlfriend  of  a  former  state  presi¬ 
dent:  and  watched  in  amazement  as 
a  late-night  drinker  at  the  Drostdy  - 
performed  his  party  trick  of  jump¬ 
ing  on  to  a  4ft  bar  from  a  standing 
position.  Then  he  did  it  backwards. 

Just  outside  the  town  is  the 
twin  spectacle  that  no  one 
who  visits  Graaff-Reinet  can 
miss:  the  perfectly  symmetri¬ 
cal  Spandau  Kop,  a  huge  outcrop 
towering  .above  the  plain  like  the 
nose  cone  of  a  ballistic  missile:  and. 
beside  it.  the  Valley  of  Desolation, 
crumbling  columns  of  weather- 
blasted  dolomite,  resembling  the 
Gothic  ruins  of  an  extinct  civilisa¬ 
tion. 

One  feels  an  intruder  in  land¬ 
scapes  such  as  these,  for  the  place 
belongs  to  those  creatures  who  lurk 


■  No  visas  are  required  for  ’ 

South  Africa  for  British  passport 
holders.  The  Eastern  Cape  is  a 
malaria-free  area.  In  most  hotels, 
lodges  and  resorts  the  dress  code 
is  casual  by  day  (shorts,  T-shkts)  and 
“smart  casual”  at  night  (trousers, 
open-neck  shirt).  In  winter.  March  to 
September,  take  something  warm 
for  evening  wear,  especially  for  game 
drive. 

Sensible  security  precautions 
should  betaken  with  regard  to 
persona]  belongings.  It  is 
inadvisable  to  drive  an  rural  roads 
after  dark  as  animals  often  (ravel 
ontfaem  by  night. 

'  W Reading  Nelson  Mandela’s 
autobiography.  Long  Walk  to 
Freedom  (Little.  Brown.  £20).  For 
foe  viewpoint  of  an  anguished  white  ■ 
liberal,  try  My  Traitor's  Heart  by  .. 
Rian  Malan  (Vintage.  7.99).  For 
people  who  take  tbor  bint- 
watching  seriously,  Newman's  Birds . 
of  Southern  Africa,  which  is  . 
published  in  South  Africa  by 
Southern  Book  Pub  Ushers,  is 
Indfepensible.  South  Africa,  Lesotho 
and  Swaziland  (Londy  Planet 
£11.95,  with  a  new  edition  out 
Dexr  month  at  £13.99). 


amid  the  boulders  and  to  the  black 
eagles,  which  swoop  and-  wheel 
exultantly  at  sunset.  Later,  I  discov¬ 
ered  from  Peter  MuHer-Brunke. 
cme  of  Souih  Africa’s  pioneer 
microlight  aviators,  that  tourists: 
too,  can  fiy  with  the  eagles  in  the 
Valley  of  Desolation. 

As  things  worked  out,  we  were  to 
have  thrills  in  the  sky  ourselves. 
Sending  the  baggage  on  a  seyei> 
hour  road  journey,  we  chartered  a 
six-sealer  for  &e  90-minute  flight  to 
Port  St  Johns  on  the  aptly  named 
Wild  Coast  Beneath  us,  saw-edged 
escarpments  gave  way  to  gender 
contours  and  hill  villages  of  the  sort 
Mandela  must  have  been  raised  iru 
then  beneath  our  bobbing  little  pod 
was  the  Indian  Ocean,  foaming  in  a 
white  frenzy  as  it  reached  die 
uncompromising  shores  of  Africa. 


The  landing  at  Port  St  Johns  is 
hairy  as  the  unmanned  airstrip 
.  perches  on  the  edge  of  sheer  dim: 
plunging  r,20Qft  to  the  river  bdow. 

’  Before  taking  off  again,  the  insoud- 

-  ant  pilot  asked  us  to  shoo  away  a 

-  COTtttiat  had  wandered  on  to  the 
Strip.  . 

’■W.  "W  ST'hen  a  couple  of  cars 
m  A  /  from  our  hotel  arri- 
'  -  ved  to  take  ' us  to 

■  W  W-  Umngazi  River.  Bun¬ 
galows  :L volunteered  to  drive,  and 
'  spemthe  hext-^minutes  ddicately 
rircnmnayigattng  potholes.  Our 
destination. however,  tucked  into 
the  sandy  estuary  of  the  tfrnngati 
-River,  was  worth  any  amount  of 
trouble.  Beside  the  terraces  of  die 
thatched  cottages  (each  with  a 
rather  erotic  open-air  shower),  the 
river  flowed  into  the  ocean,  the 
gigantiev  ever-pounding surf  as 
insistent  rasa  distant  motorway.  A  . 
sign  at  the'  entrance  to  Umngazi 
reads:  "Kick  your  shoes  oft  relax", 
and  indeed,  theplace  is  laid-hackto 
the  point  of  being  horizontal . 

At  sunset we  collected  some 
booze  and  cruised  up  die  hazy  river. 
A  lofty,  nonchalant  fish  eagle1 
observed  our  passage  as  kamikaze 
kingfishers  pjonuneted.  far  their 
prey  on  either  side.  YarcHong 
iguanas  nuzzled  each  other  an  a 
rock,  and  by  the  reedy  bank  a  local 


rain-  was-  landing  ^  huge  .  silver 
granta.' •'  We  ■  alluded;  and  he 
bowaL  During  a  thceerhour  walk 
'along  tfte  heaefi  die  following 
morning  wedidnT  encounter  more 
■  than  half  a  dozen  other  visitors, 
life  sevenjhour  haul  by  road 
back  to  Fort  Elizabeth  is  a  reminder 
of  South  Africa’s  vastness.  Being 
driven  through,  the  chaotic  town  of. 

.  Umtata,  with  pavement  vendors 
■  spiffing  into  the  main  road,  I 
wondered  whether  •  plans  for  a 
museum  at  the  nearby  village  of 
'  Qunu,  where  Mandela  spent  his 
‘  ^childhood  years,  would  ever  come 
to  fruition.  Probably  not,  hut.  me¬ 
morials  are  often  a  disappoint 
merit  The'  recently  unveiled  statue 
.  at  East  London  to  “bl ackconsciDus- 
nessr  leader  Starve  Biko  is'  a 
miserable  effort,  disliked  by  locals 
.  ’and  seemingly  ; erected",  for  the 
aggrandisement  -  of '  white  philan- 
‘  thropists. 

Pathetic,  I  thought  and.  yawned. 
What  win  Mandela^  monument 
be?  His  i^jacy,  I  suppose,  is  new  ■ 
Smith  Africa  itself.  As  villages, 

.  drifted  by,.  I  began  to^  wonder  - 
whether  any  outsider  could  ever 
'  really  know  this  beguiling,,  some-, 
times  worrying  country.  The  Afri¬ 
can  road  roiled  on,  the-  late 
afternoon  sun  beating  fiercely, 
through  the  windows.  Soon,  1  was 
fast  asleep. 
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Walking 
footprints  ol 


If  you  go  west  from  Delhi 
you  find  Rajasthan,  a 
state  full  of  picturesque 
forts  and  palace-hotels  . 
packaged  and  marketed  for 
the  comfort-seeking  Western 
tourist,  ff  you  go  east  you  find 
,  Bihar-  a  state  of  great  beauty 
and  history  rhat  attracts  more 
Koreans  and  Japanese  than 
Europeans.  .  .  , . 

Bihar  is  India's  ninth  big- 
uest  sure,  yet  its  second  most 
populous:  more  than  86  mil¬ 
lion  people  —  the  majority 
living  in  medieval  farming 
villages  —  are  crammed  into  a 
lush  landscape  that  stretches 
from  the  Himalayan  foothills 
dow  n  to  the  forests  of  Onssa. 

Despite  being  liberally  wat¬ 
ered  by  the  great  Ganges 
river.  Bihar  is  poor  and  lags 
decades  behind  India's  boom¬ 
ing  economy.  The  average 
income  is  about  E40  a  year. 
The  caste  system  is  fiercely 
rigid,  society  is  feudal.  P°hj" 
iual  awareness  is  high  and 
gang  warfare  is  rampant.  But 
iris  not  the  picturesque  feudal¬ 
ism  that  attracts  so  many 
tourists  from  east  Asia.  It  is 
Buddha.  They  have  long  paid 
highly  to  follow  the  Buddhist 
trail,  which  wins  serious 

streei-cred  back  home. 

I  had  come  to  Bihar  for 
Buddha,  too.  travelling  with 
Shantum  Seth,  a  lay  Buddhist 
monk  who  mixes  working  for 
the  United  Nations  in  Delhi 
with  leading  trips  to  places 
associated  until  Buddha's  life. 
We  were  off  on  a  mini- Bud¬ 
dhist  trail  -  Budhgaya.  Rajgir 
and  N'alanda.  Our  flight  to 
Patna.  Bihar's  capital,  was 
through  clear  November  skies 
with  views  of  the  snowcapped 
Himalayas,  where  Buddha 
was  burn  in  around  563  BC  at 
Lumbini,  now  in  Nepal.  Below 
flowed  the  bountiful  Ganges. 

Patna,  strung  out  along 
the  river's  banks,  was 
a  surprise.  The  hand¬ 
some  avenues  and 
grand  facades  built  as  New' 
Patna  for  British  bureaucrats 
in  the  1920s  reminded  me  of 
Lutyens's  New  Delhi  imperial¬ 
ism.  And  its  authority.  For 
neither  here  nor  in  the  bus¬ 
tling  old  city,  nor  down  by  the 
silent  quays  and  river  steps 
that  for  centuries  hummed 
with  trade,  were  there  any  of 
the  usual  wandering  cows. 
Apparently,  the  government 
had  decreed  that  all  cow  s  must 
be  kept  off  the  streets  that  day 
—  and.  unbelievably,  they 
were,  although  l  was  glad  to 
see  them  back  on  the  streets 
the  next  morning. 

More  importantly,  where 
were  the  hints  of  Patilaputra? 
This  was  the  great  city  that 
flourished  here  during  Bud¬ 
dha's  lifetime  and  which  the 
Greek  envoy.  Megasthenes, 
described  in  the  3rd  century 
BC  as  having  64  gates  in  its 


Louise  Nicholson  went  on  a 
pilgrimage  to  the  eastern  state  of  Bihar 
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bastioned  walls  and  palace 
pillars  “clasped  around  with 
vines  embossed  in  gold  and 
ornamented  with  designs  of 
birds  and  foliage  in  gold  and 
silver".  Only  a  chariot  wheel 
and  pillar  remained,  dis¬ 
played  in  the  museum  with 
quantities  of  sublime  stone 
sculptures,  material  proof  of 


Patna's  vanished  greatness. 
Clearly.  Buddha’s  footprints 
were  not  to  be  found  here.  Not 
a  sign  of  an  East  Asian  tourist 
either.  Doubtless,  they  were 
diligently  doing  the  full  trail, 
much  of  it  in  neighbouring 
Uttar  Pradesh  -  Sravasti 
(where  Buddha  spent  24  rainy 
seasons).  Lumbini  (his  birth- 


NEW  BOOKS  ON  INDIA 


TWO  travel  books  on  India 
have  been  published  this 
week.  Derry  Moore's 
moody,  reflective  black- 
and-white  photographs  In 
Evening  Ragas  (John  Mur¬ 
ray.  £20)  show  an  India  in 
decay,  marooned  between 
its  feudal  past  and  its 
dynamic  present  Moore 
captures  what  he  calls  the 
“cultural  osmosis"  between 
European  and  Indian  ar¬ 
chitecture  in  the  dark  days 
before  mass  tourism. 

The  mansions  and  interi¬ 
ors  of  Calcutta  in  his  im¬ 
ages  —  and  those  of 
Hyderabad,  Lucknow  and 
other  cities — have  changed 
little  since  his  first  visit  in 
1976;  those  1  have  seen 
recently  are  still  frozen  in 
time.  As  he  puts  it  "The 
Bengal  dimate,  the  enemy 
of  plasterwork.  paint  and 
bricks,  having  been 
allowed  to  perform  its  work 
of  destruction  relatively  un¬ 
molested.  now  seemed  to 
pause  and  leave  the  build¬ 
ings  supported  by  their 
own  decay." 

George  Michell  takes  a 
different  view  of  tourism  in 
the  first  edition  of  the  Blue 
Guide  to  Southern  India 


(A&C  Black,  £16.99).  An 
indefatigable  traveller  and 
optimist  he  had  poured 
years  of  devoted  study  of 
India's  architecture  into 
this  guide.  He  calls  die  400 
places  he  writes  about  "a 
banquet"  of  the  familiar 
and  unfamiliar,  yet  mod¬ 
estly  he  makes  “no  claim  to 
completeness". 

Michell  organises  his 
guide  as  a  series  of  bases 
from  which  to  explore.  One 
is  the  temple  town  of 
TIruchirapaili,  from  which 
he  suggests  six  mouth¬ 
watering  expeditions.  I've 
visited  Srinivasanallur’s 
Chola  temple,  but  die  carv¬ 
ings  on  Avudaiyaikoil’s 
temple  are  something  to 
look  forward  to. 
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place),  Kushinagar  (where  he 
died)  and  Samath  (the  site  of 
Buddha's  first  sermon  after 
enlightenment). 

We  set  off  for  Bodhgaya  in 
an  unreliable-looking  car  that 
was  the  best  Patna  could 
manage.  Trundling  down 
lanes  built  as  high  causeways 
between  glowing  paddy  Odds. 
Shantum  began  talking  about 
Buddhism  while !  listened  and 
gazed  out  .at  huge  isolated 
banyan,  trees  drooping  their 
lateral  roots,  at  villages  of  mud 
huts  decorated  with  rice-flour 
paintings,  and  at  a  saffiron- 
turbaned  man  driving  his 
veiled  daughter  to  her  wed¬ 
ding  on  his  bullock  cart. 

We  muddled  through  vari¬ 
ous  traffic  jams.  One  was 
caused  by  six  elephants  on 
their  way  to  be  sold  at  the 
Elephant  Fair  at  Sonepur. 
Another  was  for  a  festooned 
truck,  parading  a  local  Hindu 
goddess  accompanied  by  mu¬ 
sicians  belting  out  a  hip  Hindi 
beat  for  the  village  dancers. 
Another  was  a  roadblock 
because  a  village  girl  had  been 

run  oven  since  she  came  from 
the  Chief  Minister's  dan  there 

were  likely  to  be  reprisals.  .. 

As  darkness  fell,  the  town  of 
Gaya  was  a  crush  of  people, 
like  a  medieval  fair.  Steaming 
cauldrons  infused  the  air  with 
spiciness.  In  cupboard-like 
shops  lit  by  oil  lamps  sat 
moneylenders  and  tobacco 
sellers.  Only  the  jewellers  and 
sweetmeat  shops  dazzled  with 
electric  light. 


Bodhgaya  lay  just  be¬ 
yond,  silent  and 
dark.  We  shared  our 
lodgings  with  a 
coachload  of  Taiwanese  who 
ate  dinner  and  then  got  down 
to  some  chanting,  complete 
with  loudhailer. 

At  sunrise  the  next  morning, 
the  Mahabodhi  temple  com¬ 
plex  was  already  busy. 
Railings  were  decorated  with 
brightly  coloured  bunting  and 
flags,  the  Sri  Lankan  ones  like 
crochet  the  Nepalese  ones 
printed  with  Buddha's  words. 
The  atmosphere  was  cosmo¬ 
politan.  almost  celebratory 
and  yet  intensely  peaceful. 

Huddles  of  monks  swathed 
in  saffron-  yellow  and  deep 
burgundy  doth  sat  murmur¬ 
ing  and  meditating  beneath 
the  sacred  pipal  tree.  It  was 
here  that  Prince  Siddhartha 
meditated  all  night  long  and 
achieved  "bodhi",  enlighten¬ 
ment.  Henceforward  he  was 
Buddha,  the  Awakened  One. 
The  great  religion  would 
spread  throughout  India  and 
beyond  and  thrive  for  1.000 
years,  until  Hinduism  made  a 
new  bid  for  popularity  and 
even  adopted  Buddha  into  its 
vast  pantheon  of  gods. 

Today.  India’s  five  million 
Buddhists  —  a  handful  in  a 
population  of  a  billion 
include  Neo-Buddhists.  Often 
'  poor  farmers  from  Madhya 
Pradesh  in  central  India,  they 
are  inspired  by  the  Buddhist 
convert  Dr  B.R.  Ambedka. 
who  rose  from  untouchable 
status  to  sitting  on  the  commit¬ 
tee  which  devised  India's  con¬ 
stitution.  A  few  were  here, 
looking  defiant,  perhaps  un¬ 
happy  about  the  Hindu  temple 
built  here  some  centuries  ago 
over  one  of  their  most  sacred 


Pilgrims  approach  the  Japanese-style.  maitte  Buddha  in  Bodhgaya,  consecrated  by  the  Dalai  Lama  in  1989 


sites.  They  did  not  join  the 
Eastern  pilgrims  trotting 
round  Bodhgaya's  string  of 
newly  built  Chinese,  Vietnam¬ 
ese.  Tibetan  and  Thai  temples, 
funded  by  these  countries.  Nor 
did  they  visit  the  25-metre-tall. 
Japanese-style  marble  Bud; 
dha  consecrated  by  the  Dalai 
Lama  in  1939.  And  the  muse¬ 
um  oF  glorious  Buddhist  stone 
carvings  was  left  for  me  alone. 
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I  picked  up  a  few  mini- 
holograms  of  Buddha,  essen¬ 
tial  pilgrim  shopping,  and  we 
sped  on  to  Rajgir.  During  the 
rainy  seasons,  Buddha  would 
return  here  from  his  tours  as 
the  leading  spiritual  teacher  of 
the  day.  Later,  the  nearby 
University  of  Nalanda  rose  to 
be  the  finest  in  the  east.  Its 
remarkable  remains,  .  set 
around  a  great  beehive- 
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shaped  stupa,  were  much 
more  impressive  than  the  Bud¬ 
dha-associated  spots  in  Rajgir. 
This  time  the  museum  did 
have,  visitors,  but  its  rules 
forbade  weapons,  daggers, 
singing  and  megaphones. 

As  the  sun  lowered  we 
climbed  Raj girt  Gridhxakuta 
Hill  to  reach'VuItunrt  Seat,  a 
high  terrace  that  looked  west¬ 
wards  over  the  thickly  wooded 


hills.  Two  and  a  half  thousand 
years  ago  Buddha  would  come 
here;  today  we  were  alone. 
Shantum  gave  flowers  to  the 
fittie  shrine,  lit  a  candle  and 
we  sat  on  meditation  cushions 
made  Best’  Tailors  of 
Bodhgaya. :  High  abuve  the 
silent' and  empty  landscape,  I 
brestthed  '  in,  breathed  =•  -oat 
emptied  «my  mind  and  felt 
remarkably  refreshed.  •  L 
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In  Buddha's  footprints 

■  Louise  Nicholson  travelled 
to  India  with  Worldwide 
Journeys  &  Expeditions  (0171- 
381 8638),  which  can  tailor-make 
trips  throughout  India. 

For  example,  a  two-week  tour, 
November  10-24.  visiting  the 
Sonepur  Elephant  Fair  near 
Patna,  Varanasi  Khajurabo, 
Gwalior.  Agra  and  Delhi, 
costs  Brim  EL895  per  person 
based  on  two  sharing, 
including  flights,  internal 
transport,  a  private  guide  and 
driver,  and  room-only 
accommodation. 

■  To  join  one  of  Shantum 
Seth’s  buddbist  journeys,  contact 
Vivien  Bell  (01730  812362).  The 
next  “Pilgrimages  in  the 
Footsteps  of  the  Buddha  —  • 
through  India  and  Nepal"  are 
from  December  20  to  January 

3  (approx  cost  £2J20K  rad  ■ 
January  10-29  (approx  E2J510). 
POgrimages  begin  and  end  in 
Delhi  Theprice  indudes 
escort,  transport  food  and 
lodging  but  excludes 
.  international  air  fare  visa  and 
insurance. 

■  Louise  Nicholson’s  India 
Companion  is  published  try  . 
Headline  (E14.99J.  The  author 
leads  tours  Co  India  and  is  a 
consultant  for  private  visits  - 
(0171-3595250).  ’ 
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Adam  Hopkins  hired  a  car,  a 
driver  and  a  guide  to  show  him 
the  sights  most  visitors,  miss  . 
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“We  had  found  time  for  a  rickshaw  ride  through  the  otherwise  impenetrable  Chandni  Chowk,  passing  through  its  tiny  alleys  where  sacred  cows  wandered  among  market  stalls** 


Having  a  day  off  in 
Delhi,  a  city  1  al¬ 
ready  knew  quite 
well  I  decided  I 
would  do  the  town  in  style  and 
organised  a  car.  a  driver  and  a _ 
guide.  Just  for  myself.  • 

The  inspiration  was  not  so 
much  Tamburlaine  the  Great 
or  the  Mogul  emperor  Shah 
Jahan  —  of  Taj  Mahal  fame — 
both  of  whom  had  made  a  big 
impression  here,  bur  an  expat 
friend  who  gave  a  birthday 
party  and  hired  an  elephant  to 
stand  outside  his  door  in  place 
of  the  usual  balloons.  ■ 

Given  the  comparative 
wealth  of  India's  capital  city 
and  the  great,  wide  spaces  of 
New  Delhi  in  particular  — 
imperial  handiwork  of  British 
architects  Lutyens  and  Baker 
-7*  you  do  not  fed  so  oppressed  - 
Ijy  poverty  as  in  other  parts  of,  • 
the  subsDKitmeni. :  .  -  ■  ;  ’  ’ 

And  so  the  car.  -It  was/ 
booked  for  830am.  Already, 
from  my  perch  on  the  I5th 
floor  of  the  not-altogether-to- 
be-recommended  .Hotel  Ka- 
nishka.  full  of  Russians 
swaying  slightly  and  giving  off 
a  whiff  of  vodka,  I  Had 
watched  the  dawn  come  up 
over  a  swath  of  New  Delhi. 

Well  beneath  my  window, 
blade  kites  and  crows  were 
flying  over  the  enormous  flo¬ 
ral  roundabouts.  Early 'vehi¬ 
cles  headed  straight  for  the 
same  spot  as  one  another,' the 
first  arrival  cutting  directly 
across  the  other's  path  and  so 
provoking,  even  in  near-empty 


streets,  the  '  kind  of  water- 
boatman  darts  and  sallies  that 
characterise  local  trafiic.at  foe 
height  of  day. 

The  sun  began  to  shine 
through  the  quotidian  smog, 
casting  faint:  rays  on  the 
domes  of  Herbert  Baker’s 
huge  Secretariat  buildings. 

At  8.05.  when  I  was  m  the 
shower  —  this  being  India, 
where  sendee  to  tourists  is 
sometimes  super-punctilious .. 
—  the  driver  announced  his 
arrival.  By  830  I-  was  in  the 
lobby  with  Shivani  Seth,  sari- 
dad  city  guide.  We  started 
■with  a  planning -session.  Hie 
oldest  bits  of  Delhi  are  up  in 
the  north  and  down  in  the 
deepest  south  of  the  city,  while 
.New  Delhi  itself  i$  moiie  or 
less  smack  in  the  middle., 
-Whereto  start,  then,  foget  the 

best  Jnstoriealsequence?,  /  v 


•just  .abrot  every  eariy  rider 
simply-  started  up’  somewhere 
in' the  general  vkrinity.depend- 


ingon  scenery  or  soothsayers, 
producing  a  new  dty  of  his 
own.  There  are  seyen  or  eight 
early  versions  of  Delhi  in  the 
south,  some  so  far  out  as  to 
offer  a  glimpse  of  Indian  coun¬ 
tryside,  with  bullocks,  water 
buflaloes  and  women  washing 
clothes  in  water  tanks. 

These  outer  cities  indude  a 
number  of  evocative  heaps  of 
stone  and  (he  magnificent 
Qutab  Minar,  a  minaret 
crawling  with  Koranic  script 
and  ringed  with  elegant  balco¬ 
nies.  It  stands  next  to  the  first 
mosque  in  India,  built  in 
imperial  triumphalism  from 
the  looted  remnants  of  27 
Hindu  temples.  Definitely  on . 
the  priority  list 
-  '  However,  way  up  north 
stands  the  Mogul  version  — 
so-called  Old  Delhi  itself,  as 
compact  and  crowded  as  New 
:  'Delhi  is  open,  with  the  famous 
Red  Fort  built  by  Shah  Jahan. 
“Let’S  begin  with  (he  Red 
Fort"  says  Shivani.  “It  gets  so 
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■  Adam  Hopkins  made  his  own  travel  arrangements.  His 
car.driver  aiklguidewere^mmdedbyCoxand  Kings  (0171-873 
5000k  approx  cost  £35.  -'  -.  *  ' 


M  Further  information:  Indian  Government  Tourist  Office 
(0171-4373677).  . 

■  Reading  CityofDjrnns,  byWHHani  Dalrymple  (Flamingo. 
£7.99).  DeihUAgra  &  Jaipur,  by  Louisehiicholson 
(Odyssey.  £9.95}.  Delhi  and  Agra:  A  Traveller's  Companion, 
by  Michael  Alexander  (Constable.  £7-95)-  Delhk  City  Guide 
(Lonely  Planet,  £5.95). 


crowded  as  the  sun  gets 
higher."  . 

I  remembered  it  well 
enough  when' we  arrived,  the 
enormous  outer  walls  in  fierce 
red  sandstone,  the  barrack 
buildings  put  up  inside  by  foe 
British  after  foe  Indian  muti¬ 
ny.  the  17th-century  Hall  of 
Public  Audience,  with  its 
multi-lobed  arches  and  open 
spaces  forested  with  pillars. 
Looking  over  the  former 
course  of  foe  Yamuna  River, 
now  a  sandy  plain  with  a 
Sunday  morning  flea-market, 
is  foe  harem  and  foe  imperial 
residence,  long  since  stripped 
of  any  article  of  value. 

.  Without  Shivani.  however.  I 
would  never  have  spotted  the 
image  of  Orpheus  inlaid  in 
stone  on. a  decorative  wall  in 
the  Hall  6f  Public  Audience  — 
this  in  a  Muslim  building  — 
nor  learnt  the  frames  of  foe 
trees  in  foe  fort  enclosure, 
pipal  and  ashok  and  neem. 
nor  heard  about  the  many 
uses  of  the  neem  tree  in 
Ayurvedic  medicine. 

Nor,  indeed,  without  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  multitudinous 
snake  charmers,  would  I  have 
heard  how  the  government 
has  banned  a  drug  made  from 
foe  poison  of  cobras.  In  India 
there  is  always  a  vast  amount 
going  an  —  all  of  it  fascinating 
—  but  you  never  hear  a  tenth 
of  it  unless  you  travel  with  a 
friend  or  a  good  guide. 

So  began  a  hectic  but  en¬ 
thralling  tour  of  monuments, 
from  the  (Mogul)  Jami  Masjid 


mosque,  to  the  (Mogul)  tomb 
of  Humayun  —  with  turban- 
like  dome  and  energetic  pat¬ 
terning  in  red  and  white  — 
and  passing  among  foe  cere¬ 
monial  (British)  buildings  of 
New  Delhi  until  finally  we 
arrived,  as  light  was  dimming, 
at  the  Qutab  Minar.  Here  half 
the  populace,  mainly  in  family 
groups,  seemed  to  be  taking 
an  evening  strolL 
On  the  way  we  had  found 
time  for  a  cycle  rickshaw  ride 
through  otherwise  impenetra¬ 
ble.  Chandni  Chowk.  passing 
through  its  tiny  alleys  where 
sacred  cows  wandered  among 
market  vegetables,  munching 
foe  occasional  pile  of  reject 
mangetouts.  Shivani  said: 
"You  do  realise  that  most 
tourists  spend  only  one  day  in 


Delhi,  on  their  way  to  Agra  or 
the  forts  of  Rajasthan,  and 
usually  devote  half  of  that  to 
shopping?”  So  along  the  way 
we  stitched  in  shopping,  too. 


I  had  made  a  start  myself 
in  Janpath.  foe  great 
cheapo  emporium  of 
New  Delhi,  where  open- 
fronted  shops  display  foe 
handicrafts  of  all  India.  Here 
there  are  Kashmiri  carpets 
and  shawls  in  silk  and  wool, 
along  with  sweetly  painted 
papier-machf  boxes.  Gujarat 
and  Rajasthan  contribute 
quaint,  mirrored  fabrics  and 
stiff  little  cushion  covers,  with 
miniature  paintings  on  silk. 

There  is  brass:  there  are  tall 
hookahs  and  paper-thin  leath¬ 
er  sandals  with  thongs  for  the 


big  toe:  there  are  embroidered 
jerkins  made  specially  for  the 
younger  class  of  traveller,  with 
pavement  vendors  trying  to 
flog  wooden  chess  sets  or 
maybe  beedies.  tiny  Indian 
cigarettes.  There  is  even  a 
Tibetan  market 

But  Shivani  was  extremely 
disapproving  of  Janpath  gen¬ 
erally.  if  not  of  foe  Kashniir 
Emporium.  “Most  things  you 
buy  there  wont  even  last  a 
day.  First  time  you  take  foe 
wrapping  off  they  fall  to  bits." 

Instead  we  made  a  quick 
round  of  the  middle-level  craft 
markets  —  places  like  Sundar 
Nagar  or  Hauz  Khas.  both  in 
New  Delhi.  Most  are  closed  on 
Sundays  but  are  certainly 
worth  a  look-in  on  a  weekday. 

Her  coup  de  grace,  how¬ 


ever.  was  Saga,  a  craft  depart¬ 
ment  store  on  Mathura  Road 
in  New  Deliii  —  one  of  scores 
of  such  establishments  which 
have  sprung  up  over  foe  past 
five  years,  offering  a  regally 
calm  atmosphere  for  shopping 
and  a  genuine  prospect  that 
(he  goods  will  be  up  to 
standard:  jewellery  (a  golden 
choker  with  rubies  caught  my 
inexpert  •  eye),  see-through 
marble  lamps,  dusky  cotton 
dhurries,  stripy  Kashmir 
sweaters  and  carpets,  carpets 
aplenty,  carpets  everywhere. 

“Carpets  are  foe  big  favour¬ 
ite  with  British  visitors."  said 
Shivani.  “I  always  tell  my 
people,  don't  scatter  your 
money,  just  buy  the  one  thing 
you  really  want  and  you  can 
keep  for  ever." 


© 

© 

© 


© 

© 


New  for  1 998 


...  j 


•> 


. . 


9-day  Caribbean  Cruises  from  onlj£999*  - 
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Cruise  Holidays 
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ATOL  JOSS  \ 


I  ndi  a* 

without  compromise 


Specialists  in  the  Indian  Subcontinent,  Western  & 
Oriental  offer  the  opportunity  to  discover  this 
fascinating  region  in  unparalleled  style. 


You'll  enjoy  standards  of  service  which  are  without 
equal,  whether  you  travel  as  part  of  a  group  or  as  an 
individual.  Private-  air  charters,  heritage  hotels  and 
exclusive  use  of  private  palaces  are  just  some  of  the 
options  available. 


Our  unrivalled  first  hand  knowledge  of  the  Subcontinent 
enables  us  to  show  you  aspects  of  the  landscape  and 
culture  which  few  visitors  are  privileged 

to  experience. 


'For  the  finest  travel  arrangements 
to  the  Indian  Subcontinent, 
where  your  every  comfort 
and  need  has  been  anticipated, 
look  no  further  than  / 
our  latest  collection 
.of tours. 


Western  &  Oriental 


56  Ledbury  Road:  London  Wll  2AJ 

Telephone:  0171  221  8677 


■  Who  goes  there:  Backpackers:  package  tourists  on  the  North 
India  rircutt,  and,  from  tomorrow,  foe  Queen  and  Prince  Rul ip. 
who  will  spend  two  nights  at  Rashtrapati  Bhavan,  foe 
presidential  palace,  at  foe  start  of  their  state  visit  to  India. 

■  Getting  the  ball  rolling:  For  free  brochures,  call  01233  211999. 
If  you  have  specific  inquiries,  contact  foe  Indian  Government 
Tourist  Office  on  OI7M37  3677  or  write  to  them  at  7  Cbrk  Street, 
London  WlX  2LN. 

■  Perfect  tuning:  Delhi  is  beautiful  in  October:  foe  humidity 
and  monsoon  rains  are  over  and  temperatures  afe  bearable. 
Winter  nights  become  cool  and  daytime  temperatures  pleasant. 

■  Suitcase  strategy.  Take  out  a  respectable  outfit  for  social 
gatherings  or  obtaining  help  from  officialdom;  smog  mask  (road 
pollution  is  dreadful).  Bring  back:  Carpets,  batik-print  wall 
hangings,  marble  boxes,  jewellery,  silk,  brassware . . . 

■  The  pound  in  yotxr  pocket  £1  buys  about  55  rupees; 
unobtainable  in  Britain  but  you  will  get  a  fair  rale  at  foe  24-hour 
exchange  counter  in  the  airport  arrivals  hall.  Sterling  or  US 
dollar  traveller's  cheques  useful;  credit  cards  widely  accepted  in 
Delhi  but  less  useful  outside  the  city. 

■  Big  no-oos:  Avoid  the  touts  around  Connaught  Place,  in 
central  new  Delhi,  and  Paharganj.  near  New  Delhi  Railway 
Station,  who  act  for  “government-approved  travel  agents" 
offering  trips  to  Kashmir.  They  are  unofficial  outfits  and  it  is  not 
safe  to  go  there,  despite  their  protestations. 

■  Not  to  be  missed:  Chandni  Chowk,  foe  main  thoroughfare, 
with  more  than  1,000  tiny  shops;  tea  on  the  lawn  at  the  Imperial 
Hotel  on  Janpath:  and  for  Raj  atmosphere,  driving  around  the 
elegant  boulevards  of  New  Delhi  ai  dusk. 

■  Way  to  go:  British  Airways  (0345  222111)  has  daily  direct 
flights  to  Delhi.  Prices  from  £818.  including  tax.  Air  India  (0181- 
745  1000)  also  flies  daily  to  Delhi  —  return  fares  available 
through  Trailfinders  (0171-938  3366)  start  at  £451  until  October 
30.  Prices  then  rise  gradually  to  £771  in  foe  pre-Christmas  week. 

■  Any  good  packages?  Cox  and  Kings  (0171-873  5000}  trips 
include  a  nine-day  lour  of  the  Golden  Triangle,  including  Delhi, 
Agra  arid  Jaipur,  front  £695.  including  flights.  B&B.  escorts, 
transfers  and  sightseeing. .  Other  operators  featuring  Delhi: 
Dragoman  (01728  S61133),  Bales  Tours  (01306  885991)  and 
Abercrombie  &  Kent  (0171-730  9600). 

■.  Dull  but  essential:  British  passport  holders  must  buy  a  six- 
month  tourist  visa  (£26).  Details:  (0171-836  S4S4). 
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For  the  discerning  traveller 

Let  Omsk  Tour  lake  yon  to  openeure  &e  Keaay  and  nriptre  rf  das 

BOtk  tamnrc.  Oui  oqwswks  naira-  naif  tour,  arm  ibt  aunc 

tnbcacmenc.  Cd  us  tar  j  five  tnxboe.  We  re  THE  spenafar 

[pid  CMJJfunv  iiflrnnp  ]|  1»fa  nd  UlUtC — . 


Call  0171  487  9111 


f“% *  ■  .^L.dedeciibn  of.  outstanding  escorted 
; .  holiddysand  individual  tours  tolhdia, 
C  Pakistpy^Sti  Lcuika,  Nepal.  Tibet  and 
.  <  the  Maldives. 


Py&sfeoin  £695  lor  jibe 


,  9  day  Indian  Experience 


‘Latin  America’ 


A  series  of  group  and  individual  tours 
throughout  Central  and  South  America, 
including  the  reintroduction  of  Cuba  and 
Venezuela. 


Prices  from  £865  for  the 
10  day  Cuban  Experience 


‘Middle  East’ 


Piscover  ihe  ancient  lands  of 
'  Jordan,  Syria,  Lebanon,  Israel, 
Yemeri  cMdpman  1998  also  features 
an: extended  Egypt,  cruise  programme. 


■Sday  Long  Weekend 
hi  Petra 


For  yonr  brochure  or  information  on 
tailor-made  itineraries  call: 


0171  873  5025 


Or  write  quoting  ref:  EK111097  to: 

Cox  &  Kings  Travel  Ltd, 
Cordon  House,  10  Greeocoat  Place, 
London  SW1P  1PH 
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Moonlight  run 
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and  tumble  down 
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an  ice  wall 


■  A  FALL  of  1.000ft  be¬ 
gins  with  a  single  tum. 
Mine  came  from  acting  the 
prat  on  what  was  supposed  to 
be  a  romantic  final  run  of  the 
season,  a  midnight  descent  of 
the  fabled  Vallee  Blanche  in 
Chamonix. 

Anyone  who  has  ridden  up 
to  the  viewing  platform  on  the 
Aiguille  du  Midi  (at  3,842m) 
will  have  been  transfixed  by 
the  panorama  below.  On  a 
busy  weekend  hundreds  of 
anl4ike  skiers  can  be  seen, 
skis  on  shoulders,  inching 
their  way  down  the  steep 
spine  of  the  icy  a  rite  (ridge) 
which  leads  from  the  AiguQle 
du  Midi  ice  cave  down  to 
where  it  is  safe  and  flat 
enough  to  don  skis. 

Anyone  who  has  tackled  the 
a  rite  will  probably  swear  that 
it  is  Jess  than  3ft  wide.  When 
properly  prepared,  however, 
die  path  is  broad  enough  for 
four  to  walk  abreast  —  assum¬ 
ing  those  on  the  end  don't 
mind  the  straight  drop  into 
Chamonix  on  the  left  or  the 
equally  vertical  ice  wall  fall- 


Forget  the  cafe  and  croissants; 


France  is  most  favoured  for  skiing 


ing  off  to  the  right. 

It  was  this  waJL 
from  the  top  of  the 
ar&te,  which  1 
elected  to  skL  1 
knew  there  was  a 
large  crevasse,  a 
rimaye,  in  front  of 
die  glacier  floor  be¬ 
low,  having  seen 
the  video  in  which 
the  adventure  skier 
Glen  Flake 
bounces  over  the 
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and  ego.  I  counted 
my  lucky  stars  as  I 
skied  all  the  way 
down  into  the  de¬ 
serted  early-mo  ru¬ 
ing  streets  of  Cha¬ 
monix.  It  was  some 
22  km  in  the  cool 
floodlight  of  a  full 
moon;  sparks  flew 
as  the  steel  edges  of 
my  skis  scraped 
over  rocks  frozen 
in  ice,  and  halo- 


rimaye  after  falling  farther  up 
the  slope.  My  own  fall  was  a 
foregone  conclusion  from  the 
very  first  jump  turn,  which 
deposited  me  on  the  tails  of 
my  skis,  skittering  on  ice 
compacted  over  centuries,  and 
slid  me  down  the  aptly  named 
PoubeUe  (dustbin)  Couloir. 

Shaking  with  adrenaline, 
stirred  with  survival 
endorphins  and  nursing  no 
more  than  a  bruised  thumb 


gen-bright  beams  were  reflect¬ 
ed  from  quartz  crystals  deep 
within  the  tumbling  crevasses 
of  the  Mer  de  Glace. 

For  some  France  is  crois¬ 
sants  and  chaidonnay,  crisp 
flUtes  with  cafe  au  lait.  For 
me,  if  s  this  kind  of  skiing. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
recreational  skiers,  many  of 
early  intermediate  standard, 
have  skied  the  Vallfee  Blanche 
in  good  weather  and  with  a 


mountain  guide.  Hundreds 
have  died  here  too.  on  the 
Mont  Blanc  massif. 

■  France  claims  to  be  "the 
world's  biggest  ski  area".  Sta¬ 
tistics  boast  371  "ski  centres”. 
Since  this  term  is  undefined  it 
may  be  argued  that  Japan  has 
more,  but  the  French  also 
daim  the  world's  largest  num¬ 
ber  of  ski  teachers,  and  the 
most  lifts:  4,138. 

France  is  the  nation  most 
favoured  by  adept  British 
skiers,  and  by  upmarket  tour 
operators.  The  French  tourist 
office  counts  78  UK  tour 
operatore,  more  than  for  any 
other  skiing  nation.  France  is 
also  home  to  the  finest  selec¬ 
tion  of  luxury  chalets  in  the 
Alps,  and  more  ski-in,  ski-out 
accommodation  than  any¬ 
where  else  —  as  wed  as  some 
of  the  most  brutal  architecture 
(Les  Menuiies.  La  Piagne. 
Tignes),  the  stingiest  self-ca¬ 
tering  flats  (two-person  stu¬ 
dios  of  14  sq  m)  and  resort 
fonctionaaires  who  have  ele¬ 
vated  the  sniff  and  the  sneer  to 
an  art  form 


SUMMER ’98 


Cruise  the 
?  Greek  Isles  & 
Mediterranean 
with  Marco  Polo 


AND  SAVE  UP  TO  20^ 
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Orient;  Lines’  popular  cruise  programme  to 
die  Mediterranean  fie  Greek  Isles  now  offers  more 
choice  than  ever  before.  Departing 
from  Athens,  Istanbul,  Rome  or 
Barcelona  the  elegant  Marco  Polo 
sails  from  May  to  October,  1998,  to 
a  dazzling  selection  of  European  ports. 
You  cao  cruise  for  5, 7  or  12  days 
exploring  the  best  of  the  Greek  Isles 
and  Mediterranean. 
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SPECTACULAR  SAVINGS 
Until  October  31, 1997,  Orient  lines  is 
offering  up  to  20%  discount  on  selected  cruises 
in  a  limited  number  of  cabins.  As  soon  as  these 
cabins  are  sold,  the  standard  10%  early  booking 
discount  will  apply.  So  the  earlier  you  book  -  the 
more  you  save! 

See  your  navel  agent  or  call  Orient  Lines 
on  0171  409  2500  and  discover  the  best  value", 
quality  cruises  in  the  Mediterranean. 


OPERATORS 


NOWHERE  have  small 
specialist  firms  succeeded 
more  than  in  France, 
whether  it  is  for  unabashed 
luxu  ry.  as  with  Hie  Ski 
Company  (0171-730  9600);  for 
short  breaks  and  corporate 
skiing,  as  with  Ski  Weekend 
(01367  241636);  or  for  the 
most  tasteful  chalets 
concentrated  in  a  single 
resort,  as  with  Collineige 
(01276  24262)  in 
Chamonix.  Meriski 
(01451 844788)  in  Mferibel 
and  YSE  (0181-871 5117)  in  Val 
disere.  Doug  Sager  writes. 

But  it  is  the  six 
mainstream  holiday 
companies  which  put 
France  at  the  top  of  the 
popularity  league  with 
British  skiers,  around  a 
quarter  of  whom  choose 
the  resorts  of  France  over  any 
other  nation. 

Judging  from  the 
average  prices  of  holidays 
which  were  sold  last  year, 
France  cost  the  same  as.  or 
less  than,  Austria  and 
Italy  —  both  of  which  are 
better  known  for  their 
bargain  skiing. 

Among  the  mainstream 
companies.  Crystal 
(0181-399  5144)  offers  the 
largest  number  of  French 
resorts  (25).  followed  by 
Inghams  (0181-780  4444)  and 
First  Choice  (0990  557  755), 
which  both  have  20  resorts, 
giving  them  one  more 
than  Thomson  Ski  and 
Snowboarding 
(0990329329).  Nell  son 
(0990  994  444)  has  15  French 
resorts  this  year,  and 
Airtours  (01706  260  000) 
offers  12. 


,  4 


Heading  for  the  heights  in  La  Piagne,  one  of  many  French  resorts  to  have  become  popular  among  British  skiers 
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BIGGEST  AND  BEST: 
MONT  BLANC  MASSIF 
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Everyone  should  ski  on 
the  Mom  Blanc-massif 
at  least  once  —  and 
during  the  French  school  holi¬ 
days  it  seems  as  though  every¬ 
one  is.  The  skiing  centres  of 
the  Chamonix  valley  between 
Le  Tour  and  Les  Houches  are 
far-flung  and  still  mostly  un¬ 
connected,  despite  last  sea¬ 
son’s  cable  car  linking  the 
intermediate'  areas  of  Le 
Brtvant  and  La  Flfegere.  ' 

.  Yet  tins  "is  France's  biggest 
ski  pass  region,  with  425  tulles' 
of  pistes  ranging  through,  the . 
Mont  Blanc  tunnel  to  Cour-'* 
mayeurin  Italy  and  over  to  the-' 

|:  pass  also5 incl udK 'unHmi ted 
access  to  sightseeing  rides  up 
the  Aiguille  du  Midi  and  to 
Montenvers  via  cog  railway, 
where/:  the  giader  "hotel  is 
expfedaL  to  -  be  open  this 
winter.  - 

I  love  Chamonix  for  its  quiet 
corners.  die  tiny  English  Cem-  . 
eteiy,  the- echoing  nails  of  the 
Alpine  Museum  and  the 
stained-glass  windows  in  the 
town  diurdi  featuring -images 


of  red  devils  forking  skiers  into 
crevasses.  As  a  city,  Chamonix 
lacks  resort  charm  but  makes 
far  it  with  plenty  of 


up 


affordable  accommodation 
and  local  cate. 

Argenti  fere  is  a.  better  base 
for  quick  access  to  the  ad¬ 
vanced  terrain  erf  the  Grands 
Montets.  Around  its  old 
church.  Argentiere  has  a  tran¬ 
quil.  ageless  air,  but  the  main 
road  is  a  nightmare  of  traffic 
arid  tacky  shops. 

VCoUineige  (01276  24262)-  is 
the  premier  chalet  operator  in 
the  Chamonix  valley,  arid  is 
the  British  agent  for  Champ- 
nix's  Compagnie  des  Guides. 
Ski  Weekend  (01367  241636)  is 
the  Jeading  firm  for-  hotel-! 
based  short  breaks  and  off- 
piste  tours. 

CHALET  HAVEN:  THE 
TROIS  VALLEES 


Together,  Courchevel  and 
Mferibel  should  lead  any  afflu¬ 
ent  intermediate's  list  of  top 
resorts.  The  Trois  Vallfees, 
with  375  miles  of  pistes,  is  the 
worlds  largest  interconnected 
ski  area.  Courchevel,  which  is 
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No  to 
British 
guides 

■  THpUSANDS  of 
British  skiers  may 
have  to  make  their  own 
way  around  the  pistes  in 
France  this  winter  if  ski 
school  directors  are  suc¬ 
cessful  in  banning  for¬ 
eign  holiday  company 
ski  guides.  Their  qualifi¬ 
cations  are  deemed  unac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  French 
authorities.  Doug  Sager 
writes. 

Members  of  ESF.  the 
French  ski  school,  met 
this  week  to  prepare 
plans  to  have  British  ski 
guides  arrested  by  local 
gendarmes. 

“Meribd,.  Courchevel, 
Tignes  and  Val  disere 
are  where  we  anticipate 
problems,”  said 
Laurence  Hicks,  sales  di¬ 
rector  of  Inghams,  after 
the  Federation  of  Tour 
Operators  met  this  week. 
Last  year  Inghams  re¬ 
placed  British  ski  hosts 
with  French  ski  teachers 
in  Courchevel,  at  no  cost 
to  holidaymakers. 

■  Crystal's  brochure 
wants  that  its  escorting 
service  in  France  may  be 
cancelled  altogether. 

Meriski  director  Colin 
Matthews  believes  his 
customers  may  have  to 
pay  £10  a  day  for  an  ESF 
escort,  who  has  the  right 
to  cut  ahead  of  holiday¬ 
makers  in  lift  queues  in 
the  Trois  ValKes. 


MAftKJUNAK 


Meribel,  which  was  founded  fay  a  Briton  in  1938,  is  the  best  place  to  exploit  the  full  range  of  Trois  Valfees  skiing  and  is  more  affordable  than  Courchevel 
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Continued  from  facing  page 
arguably  the  costliest  resort  in 
the  world,  is  inundated  with 
the  international  nouveaux 
riches,  most  recently  Rus¬ 
sians.  but  also  boasts  the  best- 
groomed.  widest  pistes  in  the 
Alps. 

Skiers  returning  tD 
Courchevel  from  Mottaret 
should  find  queues  Jess  oner- 
pus.  now  that  the  Pas  du  Lac 
Idecabine  has  been  upgraded 
to  eight  persons  per  cabin: . 
Mfribel.  founded  by  a.  Briton 
in  J938,  is  the  bet  choice  for 
skids  looking  to  exploit  the 
full  range  of  Trois  VaUfies 
skiing  and  is  more  affordable 
than  Courchevel,  though  even 
more  overrun  by  the  English. 

:  The  other  main  Trois 
Vailees  resorts  are  Les 
Menuires  and  Val  Thorens. 
both  typified  by  massive  • 
apartment  complexes.  Les 
Menuires  has  frequently  been 
described  as  the  ugliest,  of 
Alpine  ■.  communities.  Val 
Thorens  has  the  advantage  of 
altitude;  at  2300m  it  can  claim 
to  be  the  highest  resort  village 
in  the  Alps. 

Val  Thorens.  with  the  high¬ 
est  skiing- and  most  reliable 
snow,  has  suffered  serious 
queues  in  the  past,  but  bigger 
table  cars  should  ease  conges¬ 
tion  tins  season... 

■  The  chalet  holiday  flour¬ 
ishes  like  nowhere  else  in-lhe 
Trois  Vallfcs.  In  MSribel, 


Meriski  (01451  844788)-has  a 
.  good  range  of  luxury  chalets 
and  a.  high  standards  of  in- 
resort  service.  In  Courchevel, 
FlexiSki  (0171-352  0044) 
bridges  its  chalet  ,  aqd  hotel 
"•  services  with  Le  Lodge,  surely 
the  finest  British-owned  “cha¬ 
let-style”  accommodation  in 
France.  Le  Ski  (0I4S4  548996) 
has  ten  well-positioned  and 
moderately  priced  chalets. 

SKIER’S  CHOICE: 
L'ESPACE  KILLY 

Val  d’lsde  sets  expert  skiers 
on  the  edge,  while  still  afford¬ 
ing  them  expectation  (rf  com¬ 
ing  home  alive.  .  The  -two  • 
Espace  Killy  areas  of  Tignes 
and  Val  d’lsere  have  half  the 
skjfng  (225  miles)  of  thc  Trois  . 
Valltes,  but  all  of  it  better.' I 
recommend  the  untracked  de¬ 
scent  down  ‘Midoeyls  Ears'  , 
the  only  exit .  involving  a 
rubber-boat  crossing  of  the 
lake  and  a  cfimb  up  a  water¬ 
fall  \  •  . 

Two  ecologically .  sensitive 
underground  funiculars  and 
other"  well-placed  lifts  mean  .. 
that  th&is one  of  the  few  areas 
in  the- Alps  where  lift  queues 
do  riot  inhibit  wide-ranging: 
•skiing..  ...  ;• 

■  Nothing  in  Val  dTs6rc  can 
beat  The  Ski  Company  (0171-  - 
559  8585)  when  it  comes  to  no- 
cost-spared  luxuryskb  lodges 
with  unobstructed  views  on 
the  edge  of  toe  snawfields. 


YSE  (0181-871  5117),  with  19 
chalets,  has  a;  wider  selection 
across  a  broader  price  range. 
Ski  Scott  Dunn  (0181-767  0202) 
has  a  small  selection  of  luxuri¬ 
ous  catered  accommodation. 

SKIING  WITH  A 
PURPOSE:  LA  PLAGNE 
AND  LES  ARCS 

These  Sixties  resorts  are  prod¬ 
ucts  of  the  uniquely  French 
idea  of  constructing  tower- 
block  accommodation  high  up 
the  mountain  instead  of  ex¬ 
panding  the  ancient  villages 
bn  the  valley  floor.  While  they 
-acre  the  logical  choice  for 
efficient  and  cheap  access  to 
the  slopes,  they  are  unpopular 
with  the  British  chalet  crowd. 

•  La  Plagne  is  a  constellation 
of  ten  accommodation  centres, 
six  at  snow-sure  altitudes,  and 
Les  Arts  is.  a  trio  of  towering 
apartment  villages  ununagm- 
arivdy  designated  by  altitude 
as  Arc  1600,  Arc  1800  and  Arc 
2000.  The  horror  of  hotel 
accommodation  in  la  Plagne 
—  broken  lifts,  unlit  walk¬ 
ways,  soulless  furnishings  — 
should  not  be  minimised.  The 
.Ka&aesque  corridors  and 

•slow,  steel  lifts  of  Arc  2000  are 
equally  dispiriting. 

But  the  siding  experience  in 
both  these  resorts  is  the  equal 
of  the  Trias  Valfees,  and  can 
be  Tad  for  half  the  price.  Les 
Arcs  and  La-  Plagne  have  ■ 
siding  up  to  3300m.  and  each 


cruise  this 


’ll 


we 


Wake  up  on  Christmas  morning  to 
find  someone’s  slipped  a  tropical  island  or 
two  into  your  stocking. 

On  Christmas  Eve  you  could  be 
anchored  off  Dominica.  Oh  Boxing  Day  you 
could  gaze  on  Barbados. 

•  ,  ’  In  between,  we  will  have  served  up  ■ . 
a  sumptuous  Christmas  dinner  with  all 
.  thetrinnnings- 

Even  New  ^fear’s  Eve  will  be  celebrated 
under  the  sun  after  leaving  St  Lucia. 

Our  superliner  Oriana  sets  sail  from 

SoucW^on  ’tot  pao^cruises 

December  and  returns 

on  6th  January.  Prices  start  ;at  £2^74*- 

including  our  Winter  Savers -discount. 

So  call  your  ABTA  Travel  Agent  and  1  • 
tell  them  you’ve  decided  to  spend  23  nights 
in  the  warmth  of  the  Caribbean,  instead  of 
the  heat  of  the  kitchen. 
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has  more  than  125  miles  of 
pistes.  La  Flagne  consistently 
rales,  among  the  top  ten  re¬ 
sorts.  and  has  been  France's 
most  popular"  mass-market 
destination  for  30  years. 

In  Les  Arts,  my  ski  teacher 
told  me  that  the  2,126  vertical 
metre  descent  we -made  from 
’  the  ■  Aiguille  Rouge  to 
Villaroger  is  the  longest  on- 
piste  run  in  the  Alps.  Certain¬ 
ly,  dropping  down  off  the 
rocks  and  into  the  * couloir  en 
S"  behind  Les  Arcs  a  few 
weeks  later  with  British 
mountain  guide  Nick  Parks 
was  the  most  heart-thumping, 
knee-rattling  skiing  I  experi¬ 
enced  last  winter. 

There  are  British  skiers  who 
go  to  resorts  To  ski,  as  opposed 
to  lunching  on  the  mountain 
and  lounging  around  the  bars. 
And  for  the  most  skiing,  right 
outside  the  door,  at  the  cheap¬ 
est  price.  La  Plagne  and  Les 
Arcs  serve  their  purpose. 

■  As  official  UK  agents  for 
both  resorts,  Ema  Low  (0171- 
584  2841)  has  the  most  detailed 
knowledge  of  where  to  find 
acceptable  accommodation. 
For  those  who  really  want  to 
ski  France  the  French  way, 
Club  Med  (0171-581  1161)  has 
centres  at  2£00m  in  both 
resorts. 

FAMILY  HIDEAWAY: 
VAUJANY  . 

In  Vaujany  there  are  no  lift 
queues  —  thanks  to  a  160- 
person  cable  car  running  out 
of  a  hamlet  with  barely  that 
number  of  permanent  resi¬ 
dents  —  and  so  there  are 
mercifully  few  cither  people. 

Since  it  is  the  only  operator 
in  Vaujany.  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  of  the  village  without 
mentioning  Ski  Peak,  a  fam¬ 
ily-oriented  company  with 
chalet,  self-catering  and  hotel 
accommodation.  Unlike  most 
such  moderately  priced  family 
operations.  Ski  Peak  (01252 


794941)  has  an  astonishingly 
high  standard  of  cuisine, 
whether  presided  over  in  the 
Hotel  Rissiou  by  bow-tied  “Big 
Nigel”  Gamer  or  sereed  up  in 
the  stone-walled  surroundings 
of  Chalet  Rostaing  by  die 
creative  and  conscientious 
New  Zealand  cuisinier  Mar¬ 
cus  Cull. 

Vaujany’s  cable  car  gives 
direct  access  to  Alpe  d’Huez. 
an  intermediate  resort  with  an 
excellent  snow  record  and  a 
claim  to  the  longest  black  runs 
in  Europe.  And  many  of  the 
connecting  slopes  present 
their  own  challenges.  Though 
rated  red  for  intermediates, 
these  mandatory  passages  are 
often  too  steep,  narrow  and 
crowded  for  comfort. 

By  contrast  the  long  —  and 
at  the  end  of  the  day,  empty  — 
run  back  home  to  Vaujany 
turned  every  atrophied  adoles¬ 
cent  in  our  group  into  a 
screaming  downhill  racer. 

NEWEST  ENTRY: 
SAINTE-POY 

At  the  top  of  the  lifts  we  strap 
skis  on  to  rucksacks  and  begin 
climbing.  Three-quarters  of  an 
hour  and  only  300  vertical 
metres  later,  we  dick  into 
bindings  and  one  after  the 
other  jump  two  metres  down 
into  the  soft  sheltered  north- 
face  powder  of  Fbgiiettaz.  and 
1,789  turns  —1  counted  them. 

The  next  day.  Top  Ski 
guides  drive  us  to  nearby  La 
Rosier e,  where  as  soon  as  we 
have  skied  across  the  Italian 
border  on  the  Petit  St  Bernard, 
a  helicopter  whisks  us  up  to 
the  Ruitor  glacier. 

There  we  dance  down  slick, 
spring  snow  runs  into  the 
trees,  fly  back  up.  and  plough 
down  the  other  side  100  turns 
at  a  time  in  snow  knee-deep 
and  sparkling  like  diamonds. 

This  is  the  kind  of  skiing, 
each  day  different  that  will 
make  Ste-Foy  a  household 


name,  even  though  this  is  the 
first  season  the  resort  has  ever 
made  a  lull  winter  appearance 
in  any  British  brochure.  Ste- 
Foy  is  ideally  placed  for  skiing 
Tignes.  La  Plagne.  and  Les 
Arcs  —  all  in  a  one-d3y  circuit 
Its  own  skiing,  on  piste,  is 
limited  and  tame  enough  for 
children.  And  much  of  its  off- 
piste  is  pitched  perfectly  for 
teaching  adults  how  to  ski 
ungroomed  snow. 

Local  officials  stress  that  no 
further  development  will  be 
permitted  in  Ste-Foy.  The  re¬ 


sort  itself  consists  of  a  score  of 
houses,  mostly  ancient  struc¬ 
tures  incorporating  the  area's 
unique  stone  columns.  The 
most  impressive  of  them  is  the 
Colonnes,  a  farmhouse  dating 
from  the  1700s  and  now  a 
character  restaurant  with  ex¬ 
ceptional  terrine. 

■  The  Ski  Company  (0171-559 
S585)  introduces  Ste-Foy  this 
year  and  Yellowstone  Chalet 
—  in  my  opinion  the  loveliest 
chalet  in  the  Alps  —  in  a 
programme  that  includes  two 
professional  guides  and  van. 
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WEBWORLD 


AS  THE  Microsoft  magnate 
Bill  Gates  didn't  hesitate  to  tell 
Jacques  Chirac  recently. 
France  is  way  behind  the  rest 
of  the  world  on  the  Internet. 

My  survey  of  the  top  15 
French  resorts  shows  only 
four  with  independent  Web 
sites,  way  behind  Switzerland 
and  Austria.  All  French  re¬ 
sorts,  however,  appear  on  the 
official  marketing  site.  Ski 
France  (hnp://www.sjdfrance 
,fr).  which  presents  piste 
maps,  accommodation  and 
the  opportunity  to  reserve 
rooms  and  hire  skis  —  in 
English.  Ski  France  also  posts 
snow  re  pons  and  links,  in 
French,  to  the  weather  service. 

All  independent  resort  sites 
are  works  in  progress,  bur  all 
offer  English  versions.  Cha¬ 
monix  (hftp://www.chamon 
ix.com)  has  the  cleanest  de¬ 
sign.  Courchevel  (hnp://www. 
courchevel.com)  lacks  a  piste 
map.  Val  d'lsere  (http:// 
www.val-disere.com)  has  the 
most  ambitious  pages,  but 
surfers  who  leave  out  the  dash 
when  typing  Val  d’lsere’s  URL 
will  be  in  for  a  shock.  Les 
Deux  AJpes  (hnp://www.]es2 
alpes.com)  has  a  good  photo 
gallery  and  online  hotel 
booking. 

How  better  to  make  use  of 
spare  time  and  the  office 
Internet  connection  than  by 
booking  your  ski  holiday?  The 
Holiday  Store  (http://www.fr- 
holidaystore.co.uk)  has  a 
wealth  of  information  on 
French  holidays  year  round, 
including  the  brochures  of  13 
ski  operators  and  basic  resort 
facts.  Among  the  few  specialist 
operators  to  France  with  their 
own  Web  sites,  Flexiski 
(http://www.flexiski.co.uk) 
and  Meriski  (http://www 
.meriski.co.uk)  are  the  best. 


NEW  ZEALAND 

£499 

from  mmm  m  return 

and  see  a  lot  more  for  less 
on  a  Mount  Cook  coach  tour 


If  the  mountain  range 

doesn't  take  your  breath  away 
our  chalet  range  will. 

North  American  Ski  Holidays 

from  only  £399* 

For  a  Froc  Airtours  Ski  brochure  Cal!  ClljC;  Sl44-^ 
cr  see  your  local  travel  agent 

Qusic  .  rf.  SMC’C 


SffCl 

The  Holiday  Makers 


you  can  see  so  much  of  New  Zealand  with  Austrave!  on  a 
Mount  Cook  Line  fully  escorted  coach  tour. 

Travel  in  comfort  on  one  of  our  luxury  coaches,  see  alpine  meadows 
one  minute,  golden  sandy  beaches  the  next  The  remarkable 
contrasts  of  this  spectacular  country  are  revealed  at  every  turn. 


NOVEMBER  2,  6,  1  3,  20,  30  | 

|  JANUARY  L8,  15,  25,  29 

DECEMBER  4,  1  1 ,  1  8,  28 

FEBRUARY  5,  1  2,  22,  26 

8  DAY  NORTH  ISLAND  WONDER  TOUR  FROM  £629 
PER  PERSON  INCLUDING  ACCOMMODATION 


your  Journey  starts  (n  Auckland  where, 
after  an  overnight  stay,  you'd  be 
refreshed  and  ready  to  make  your  way 
through  forest  and  farmland  to  the 
beautiful  Bay  of  Islands.  Here  you'll  have 

a  whole  day  to  enjoy  a  cruise  around  the 

seduded  beaches  and  famous 
Hole  in  the  Rock  and  explore  the  area's 
historical  sights. 

The  next  day  new  horizons  beckon 
and  you'll  travel  on  to  Whangarei  to  visit 
the  quirky  elephant's  Dock  Museum, 
before  continuing  south  along  the 
Hibiscus  Coast  back  to  Auckland. 

Rom  Auckland  it's  on  south  to  Rotorua 
where  your  sightseeing  toiff  takes  In  a 
sheep  farming  show,  trout  springs  and 
spectacular  geysers.  That  evening  you'll 


be  our  guest  at  a  traditional  Maori  feast 
The  foflowkig  day  is  a  full  Itinerary 
with  Huka  Falls  and  the  Art  Deco  town  of 
Napier,  with  its  award  winning  wineries. 
Including  The  Mission'  the  regions  oldest 
Next  day  heading  south  you'd  visit  the 
National  Wildlife  Centre  at  Mt  Bruce 
and  the  beautiful  Botanic  Gardens  of 
Wellington.  And  your  last  defy  win  be  Just 
as  memorable  as  you  board  the  ferry  to 
Piet  on.  From  there  yeti'll  take  the  scenic 
road  to  Nelson. 

It  will  be  hard  to  say  goodbye. 

This  is  just  one  of  many  Mount  Cook 
coach  tours  available  from  AustraveL 


MOUNT  COOK  UNE 

NC  IV  ZEALAND 


0171  734  7755 

50  Conduit  Street,  London  W1R  9FB 


LONDON  KNIGHTSBRlDGE 

0171  838  1011 

BOURNEMOUTH 

01202  311488 

LEEDS 

0113  244  8880 


LONDON  CITy  BIRMINGHAM 

0171  588  1516  0121  200  1116 

BRISTOL 

0117  927  7425  A. 

MANCHESTER 

0161  832  2445 

AUSTEAVEIM 


OMi-ri  subi-ct  avdi-cbihtv.  Air  f,;rc  excludes  Airport  irvj 
other  tOAOi.  AST  A  C  iSG4.  ATOL  4C22/Air!iok  Ltd  1653. 
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Reading  test  for  armchair 


...  0 


Nicole  Swengley  contacted  a  dozen 
travel  bookshops  to  see  what  they  offer 
the  traveller.  The  litmus  test  was 
whether  they  could  find  a  map  of 
Zanzibar  (right)  —  which  proved  to  be 
trickier  than  you  might  expect , . . 


L,  THE  ONE  place  where  armchair 

"  /**•  } ..  travellers,  package  holidaymakers 

bmifJZ* y  and  Amazon  explorers  are  most 

'ik;.  J  *'  liVpTvtnhumn  mtnearh  nfher  is  fh 


jjw  ■ .  and  Amazon  explorers  are  most 
'nv-  -  %.  likely  to  bump  into  eadi  other  is  the 

JL-JSBP!  travel  bookshop.  A  pre-Iw^d^ 

expedition  to  track  down  books  and 
i  giudes  can  be  almost  as  enjoyable 

dT’ffyg  « the  nip  hsdi 

VT  vs  ">  *£«  Our  survey  of  a  dozen  travel 

s.  bookshops  nationwide  found  that, 
while  die  specialists  are  better 
stocked  and  their  staff  more 
a  Bw"1  knowledgeable,  chain  stores  are 


equally  prepared  to  discuss 
customers’  needs  on  the  telephone, 
and  offer  a  postal  servjk*— often 
just  for  the  cost  of  postage,  and 
without  an  extra  packing  charge. 

I  carried  out  a  telephone  test, 
calling  incognita  with  a  list  of 
questions.  First,  1  asked  for  a  copy 
of  the  following  three  books:  Fred 
Burnaby’s  classic  Victorian 


Dictionary  Land,  byTini 
Mackintosh-Smith  (John  Murray. 


book  covering  Gre^  island- 

»g3il£££S5&r  ^ 

Planet’s  Greece  or  The  Blue  Guide 

—or  was  there  a  better  ebentf?  I 

was  hoping  they  wopM  suggest 

Thomas  Cook's  useful  volume 

Greek  Island  Hopping : 

Bdow  are  the  results  of  my 

quest  The  star  ratings -np  to  five 

— were  awarded  forstock  earned, 
the  friendliness  of  staff  and  helpful . 
advice  given. 


1997);  and  Alexander  Frateds  .  : 
Chasing  the  Monsoon  (reprinted  m 


Asia  Minor  (rajrintttl  in  1996  by 
OUPfc  Yemen:  Travels  in 


Penguin /Viking),  forwtuch.1  have 
been  searching  unsuccessfully  in 
highstreel  diains. 

,  Next.  I  asked  for  a  map  of 
Zanzibar,  which  is  notoriously  bard 
to  find.  Only  three  of  the  bookshops 

contacted  were  able  to  provide  one 
Lastly,  I  asked  for  advice  about  a 


DAUNT  BOOKS 


James  Daunt,  a  former  banker,  set  up  his  bookstore  in 
1990  when  he  spotted  a  gap  in  the  market  for  a  shop  that 


LONDON 


■  STANFORDS:  12-14  Long 
Acre,  WC2  (0171-836  1321). 
Concessions  at  British 
Airways  Shop,  156  Regent 
Street  Wl  (017 W34 4744). 
and  at  Campus  Travel,  52 
Grosvenor  Gardens,  SW1 
(0171-730 1314). 

Rating:  **** 

Open:  Mon  JOam-Opm.  Tues- 
Fri  9am -7pm,  Sat  IOam-7pm. 
Established  in  1852.  Stanfords 
claims  to  be  the  world's  largest 
map  shop,  with  more  than 
30,000  titles,  including  Ord¬ 
nance  Survey  and  Admiralty 
charts.  Strong  on  travel  guides 
and  books  on  mountaineer¬ 
ing.  walking,  sea  travel. 

Test:  All  three  books  in  stock. 
A  helpful  assistant  told  me  he 
wasn’t  aware  of  a  Zanzibar 
map  in  print,  and  recom¬ 
mended  Greek  Island  Hop¬ 
ping.  “It's  updated  annually 
and  is  written  by  someone 
who  lives  there."  he  said. 

Maul  orden  £250  p&p  for 
paperbacks;  £3.25  p&p  for 
hardbacks  in  UK. 


J  1990  when  he  spotted  a  gap  in  the  market  for  a  shop  that 

grouped  background  reading  —  novels,  history,  food  — ■ 
alongside  travel  guides  and  reference  books.  There’s  no 
logic  to  the  layout  in  many  bookshops,"  he  says.  "A 
biography  of  De  Gaulle  is  in  the  biography  section  and  a 
history  of  postwar  France  is  in  the  history  section.  At 
Daunts,  they’re  next  to  each  other." 

He  claims  that  Daunt  Books,  which  carries  25,000  new 
and  second-hand  titles,  is  Britain’s  only  purpose-built 
bookstore.  It  was  built  in  1910  originally  to  bouse  an 
antiquarian  bookshop.  A  glass  roof  admits  natural  light  to 
three  Doors  with  galleiystyle  display  areas. 

Books  are  grouped  by  continent,  then  country,  in  dearly 
laid-out  sections.  Each  section  contains  guides,  maps, 
travelogues,  novels,  biographies,  histories  and  books  on 
architecture,  cookery,  politics,  art.  anthropology  and 
gardening.  A  good  selection  of  out-of-print  books,  a  vast 
back-list  and  an  efficient  computerised  mailorder  service 
account  for  sales  of  about  100,000  books  annually. 

Book  launches  are  held  roughly  every  fortnight 
Readings  and  signings  take  place  occasionaDy.Celebrity 
customers  indude  Michael  Palin,  Ronnie  Wood,  Michael 
Caine  and  Bob  Hoskins. 

Shoppers  are  left  to  browse  in  peace.  Annotated  lists  are 
supplied  free  for  a  particular  country  on  request  “We  are 
very  opinionated  and  will  say  whether  we  think  a  book  is 
any  good  or  not"  Mr  Daunt  says.  In  fact,  the  service  goes 
way  beyond  this.  An  American  lady  rang  from  Cornwall 
saying  she’d  forgotten  which  B&B  she’d  booked.  "We  were 
able  to  locate  it" 


■  Daunt  Books.  83  Maryfefaone  High  Street;  London 
Wl  (0171-224  2295).  Smaller,  sister  shop  at  193  Haverstock 
H0L  NW3  (0171-794  4006). 

Rating:  ***** 

Open:  9am-7J0pm,  Mon-Sat 

Test:  A  helpful  assistant  was  familiar  with  the  bodes  1 
requested.  The  Yemen  book  was  out  of  stock  but  could  be 
with  them  in  “a  couple  of  days".  I  was  referred  to  Stanfords 
in  London  for  the  map.  The  Rough  Guide  and  Cadogan’s 
Guide  to  the  Greek  Islands  were  recommended. 

Mail  order:  Postage  by  weight;  no  packing  charge. 


■  DILLONS.  82  Gower 
Street.  Wl  (0171-636  1577). 
Rating:*  *** 

Open:  Mon-F ri  9am-7pm 
(Tues 930am),  Sat 930am- 
6pm,  Sun  noon-6pm. 
Five-storey  shop  with  travel- 
related  books  (language,  cul¬ 
ture.  food)  in  different 
sections.  Travel  books  are  in  a 
busy  basement  Good  selec¬ 
tion  of  travel  guides  and 


literature;  big  map  section. 
Test  Burnaby’s  book  out  of 
stock;  the  other  two  in  stock.  A 
polite  but  resigned  assistant 
referred  me  to  Stanfords  in 
London  for  the  map.  I  was  told 
that  the  Lonely  Planet  bode 
was  tiie  most  popular  for 
Greece  but  it  was  out  of  stock. 
The  Rough  Guide  to  Greece 
was  recommended  and  I  was 
also  offered  Greek  Island 


. .  tng. 

Mail  order.  No  standard 
charges.  P&p  on  weight 


m 


■  NOMAD  BOOKS.  781 
Fulham  Road.  SW6 
(0171-7364000). 
Rating:*** 

Open:  Mon-Fri  9am-8pm.  Sat 
]Oam-6pm.  Sun  llam-Spm. 
Guides  mixed  with  travel  writ¬ 
ing  and  other  books  relating  to 
the  country. 

Test:  Frateris  book  on  order  at 
time  of  calling;  other  two  were 
out  of  stock  but  orders  would 
arrive  "in  a  couple  of  days". 
No  Zanzibar  map.  A  friendly 
assistant  offered  to  order  the 
books  and  recommended 
Greek  Island  Hopping. 

Mail  order:  Postage  depends 
on  weight  No  packing  charge. 


OUTSIDE  LONDON 


■  BLACKWELLS,  50  Broad 
Street  Oxford  (01865792792). 
Rating:**** 

Open:  Mon-Sat  9am-6pm 
(Tues 930am), 

Sun  llamSpm. 

A  120-year-old  family  busi¬ 
ness.  Main  shop  slocks  travel 
writing.  Map  &  Travel  Shop  at 
53  Broad  Street  stocks  about 
15.000  titles,  half  guides,  half 
maps,  grouped  by  continent. 


CAPT.  FREDERICK  BURNABY 

HCR^EBACkv 

T!  »  40UG  :-i  t*:  :- 

A  Z  i  A-  S  ;  VO 22 
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Everything  To  Do 


There  can  be  no  more  idyllic  place  to  unwind 
completely  than  a  sunlit  powder  white  beach  in 
the  Cayman  Islands,  a  peaceful  British  Crown 
Colony  in  the  Caribbean. 

But  if  you  want  action  you  can  snorkel  with 
the  stingrays  at  Stingray  City.  Play  golf  on  a 
championship  links  course.  Visit  Caymanian 
villages  and  Botanic  Gardens  protected  by  the 
National  Trust.  Rise  to  the  challenge  of  awe¬ 
inspiring  dives. 

It's  the  holiday  with  everything  for  less  chan 
you  think  -  from  only  £599  for  one  week. 

Call  0171'491  7771  now  for  free  brochures. 


then  country.  Worldwide 
mapordering  service. 

Test:  Burnaby  and  Mackin¬ 
tosh-Smith  books  in  stock. 
Prater’s  would  have  to  be 
ordered  from  the  USA  —  “six 
to  eight  weeks”.  I  was  referred 
to  Stanfords  in  London  for  the 
map.  Recommended  Greek 
island  Hopping. 

Mall  orden  £1.75  p&p  for  one 
paperback;  £275  p&p  for  up  to 
three  paperbacks  by  first  dass 
post  in  UK.  £275  p&p  by 
Secoricor  in  the  UK. 


■  HEFFERS,  20  Trinity 
Street,  Cambridge  (01223 
568521);  19  Sidnqr  Street 
Cambridge  (01223  568467). 
Rating:  **** 

Open:  Mon-Sat  9am-S30pm, 
Sun  llam-Spm. 

Travel  writing  and  huge  num¬ 
ber  of  guides  stocked  arTrin- 
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Daunt  Books  in  Maxylebone  was  purpose-built  and  has  a  computerised  mailorder  service  for  sales  of  about  100,000  books  a  year 
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ity  Street  branch.  Maps  (tour¬ 
ist  foreign  and  whole  Ord¬ 
nance  Survey  range),  accom¬ 
modation  guides,  street 
atlases  and  some  other  books 
stocked  ar  Sidney  Street 
Test:  An  assistant  rook  my  list 
and  rang  back  30  minutes 
later  to  say  the  literature  was 
stocked  at  Trinity  Street  She 
had  no  Zanzibar  map  but  did 
recommend  Greek  Island 
Hopping.  A  second  call  ro 
Trinity  Street  established  that 
other  requests  were  in  stock. 
Mail  omen  £L55  p&p  per  kg 
to  UK  destinations. 


told  me  that  no  map  of 
Zanzibar  was  available  in  the 
UK.  She  recommended  Greek 
Island  Hopping,  which  was 
out  of  stock,  but  could  be 
ordered  "in  two  days'  time". 
MaB  order:  P&p  charge  de¬ 
pends  cm  weight 


■  AUSTICKS.  91  The 
Head  row,  Leeds 
(PU3  2439607). 
Rating:*** 

Open:  Mon-Sat  9am-530pm. 
About  a  third  of  this  general 
bookstore  is  devoted  to  travel. 
Good  selection  of  maps  and  a 
reasonable  choke  of  guides. 
Books  are  grouped  by  conti¬ 
nent  then  country,  and  in¬ 
clude  some  travelogues. 

Test:  The  Yemen  book  was  in 
stock.  Burnaby's  bods,  was 
not  but  could  be  ordered  “in 
three  days".  Prater'S  book 
would  take  "three  days  from  a 
wholesaler,  ten  days  from  the 
publisher".  A  helpful  assistant 


■  POWNEVS 
BOOKSHOP,  4 &5  St 
Alkmundls  Place. 
Shrewsbury  (01743  369165). 
Raring :* 

Open:  Mon-Sal  9am-530pm. 
General  bookstore  with  large 
travel  section  comprising  half 
maps,  half  guides.  Books  are 


grouped  by  country  with  fairly 
good  choioe  of  guides.  Some: 
travel  writing. 

Test  An  assistant  took  my 
requests  and  returned  three 
minutes  later  to  say  none  was 
in  stock  and  that  there  was  no 
Zanzibar  map.  For  Greek 
island-hopping,  she  recom¬ 
mended  an  Eye  Witness  guide 
"if  you  want  pictures,  al¬ 
though  its  too  large  to  carry 
around”,  or  a  Baedekers 
Greek  Islands  guide.  Neither 
Lonely  Planers  Greece  tux  the 
Blue  Guide  were  in  stock. 

Mail  order:  Small  packing 
charge,  plus  postage. 


■  STANFORDS.  29  Corn 
Street,  Bristol  (0117  9299966). 
Rating:***** 

Open:  Mon-Sat  830am-6pm 
(T ues  930am). 

Two-storey  bookstore,  not  as 
tig  as  London  branch  but  has 
similar  range  (if  not  quantity) 
of  stock.  Books  grouped  by 
continent,  then  country,  with 
affiliated  subjects  tike  such  as 
cooking  alongside  guides.  Sec¬ 
tions  for  travel  writing,  climb¬ 
ing.  cycling,  geology. 

Test:  All  the  tiavel  writing  was 
in  stock.  An  assistant  recom¬ 
mended  Cadogan’s  Greek  is¬ 
land-hopping  guide  and  rang 


me  back  quickly  to  say  no 
dedicated  Zanzibar  map  exist¬ 
ed  but  that  Nelles’  Tanzania 
map  included  a  good  Zanzibar 
insert.  She  even  told  me  the 
scale  of  the  insert.  ; 

Mail  order:  postage  depend^ 
on  weight;  no  packing  chargeL 


DILLONS.  2-4  St  Ann’s  * 
Square,  Manchester  • 

(0161-832  0424). 

Rating:  ■** 

Open:  Mon-Fri  9am-7pm 
(Thurs  8pm),  Sat  9am-6pm.  i 
A  flagship  store,  Dillons  ha? 


Continued  on  facing  page 
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A  PASSAGE  TO  AUSTRALIA 

departing  81h  November  1997  from  50  to  60  days  from  £2550.00 

visiting  Crete,  Port  Said,  Aqaba,  Sharm  el-Sheikh,  Mukalla,  Oman,  Bombay  Oja. 

Cochin,  Colombo,  Madras,  Rangoon,  Phuket,  Langkawi,  Penang,  Port  Kelang,  Sinfianorp 

Semerang,  Bali,  Darwin,  Cairns,  Brisbane  &  Sydney  ^  .Jakarta, 

vmrise  from  Genoa  via  the  ports  indicated  to 
Australia  on  board  the  first-class  Swiss-managed 
MS  Switzerland,  disembarking  at  either  Darwin, 


rWORLDCOVEFv 


Cairns.  Brisbane  or  Sydney  and  at  a  fraction  of  the 
normal  tariff.  This  has  been  nude  possible  by  the 
Two  for  the  Price  of  One'  offer  made  by  the  Swiss 
operators  and  has  resulted  in  prices  ranging  from 
as  little  as  £52  per  night. 

Each  port  of  call allows  sufficient  time  to  visit  each 
localityand  indeed  there  isafan  range  of  optional 
excursions  available  on  board 
So,  if  you  need  to  be  m  Australia  by  the  end  of  the 
year  and wish  tosee  the world  and  avoid  the  tedium 
of  flying  there,  this  is  an  ideal  opportunity  to  do  so 
at  a  tariff  tmlikeiy  to  be  repeated. 

THE  MS  SWITZERLAND 
TheMS  Switzerland  has21 8 air-conditioned  cabins 
with  fulf  facilities  including  WC,  hath,  shower, 
washbasm  and  W.  The  accommodation  is  spread 
ewer  seven  decks  and  the- public  facilities  indude 
one-sitting  (fining  in  a  delightfiil  restaurant,  a 


DESTINATIONS  &  PRICES 

P«r  penan  matwin  Run^l-tfcLshlpcata 
tarninxtmgu  Darwin  Cabas  _ 

lnMfcCabm  *  ,ar^",an4)  Urr-J*l6» 

S  s750  0900  croo 

£3300  £3500  jQggo  _QgO0 

Smgle  supplement  add4096rrf  the  above  nricesu 


to 


QttyraiMi.  navel  imunm^e.  viu 


on  file  MS  Switzerland 


0171-6161000 


i 


weekend -Saturday October  ii  1997' 


travel  *  25 


-witha 


for  facts  and  figures 


*-i*u  .  . 


t-PiP: 


’fo* 


~r~K  ‘.*\.~Vijr; 


-)'s£.cs 


On  the  road 
through 
the  ages 


'■^tTtitlecan 

.  '.pi. 


When  it  comes  to  travel 
guides  to  Britain,  we 
tend  to  think  of  such 

volumes  as  Bill  Bryson's  wise¬ 
cracking  British  tour.  Notes 
From  A  Small  Island,  or 
Lonely  Planet’s  latest  offering. 
Walking  in  Britain. 

But  books  from  an  earlier 
era  are  still  worth  taking  on 
journeys,  even  if  they  are  long 
out  of  dare.  In  particular, 
Daniel  Defoe.  Samuel  John¬ 
son  and  William  Cobbett  left  a 
remarkable  legacy. 

Their  separate  journeys  took 
place  at  50-year  intervals  — 
Defoe  in  the  1720s.  Johnson  in 
the  1770s  and  Cobbett  in  the 
1820s.  Each  journey  became 
an  opinionated,  best-selling 
travel  book.  Taken  together, 
they  form  an  offbeat  series 
that  can  show  modem  travel¬ 
lers  how  places  once  looked 
and  convey  how  they  once  felL 
The  idea  of  travelling  Brit¬ 
ain  for  pleasure  was  only  just 
catching  on  when  Defoe  wrote 
A  Tour  Through  the  Whole 
Island  of  Great  Britain,  a 
kind  of  Rough  Guide  for  the 
Georgian  Age.  Hie  ex-soldier, 
spy.  businessman  and  author 
of  Robinson  Crusoe  and  Moll 
Flanders  was  62  in  1722  when 
he  retraced  some  of  the  jour¬ 
neys  of  his  younger  days  — 
and  cribbed  material  from 
other  sources  —  to  begin  “a 
description  of  the  most  nour¬ 
ishing  and  opulent  country  in 
the  world". 

In  1773,  at  the  age  of  63.  Dr 
Johnson  set  out  with  his  friend 
James  Boswell  on  what  be¬ 
came  his  Journey  to  the  West¬ 
ern  Islands  of  Scotland,  with 
an  idea  of  "going  where  no¬ 
body  goes  and  seeing  what 
nobody  sees". 

In  Inverness.  Johnson  noted 
how  many  people  were  still 
barefoot.  For  him,  this  was  the 
last  place  with  regular  coach 
communication,  and  he  had  to 
hire  a  horse  to  head  west, 
travelling  light  as  a  man 
“content  to  leave  behind  him 
everything  but  himself". 

All  recent  travel  improve¬ 
ments  —  the  canals,  the  turn¬ 
pike  roads,  the  stagecoaches 
and  later  the  railways  —  were 
disliked  by  the  cantankerous, 
radical  former  Sergeant-Ma¬ 


jor  Cobbett.  who  saw  the 
growth  of  towns  and  cities 
destroying  rural  England. 

In  1822,  at  the  age  of  60,  he 
began  four  years  of  Rural 
Rides .  cherishing  the  country¬ 
side  and  championing  the 
poor.  While  we  might  value 
the  beauty  and  peace  of  Wind¬ 
sor  Great  Park,  for  Cobbett, 
enclosures,  country  houses 
and  gardens  in  the  area  “have 
beggared  20  agricultural  vil¬ 
lages  and  hamlets"  and  made 
Windsor  Forest  “as  bleak,  as 
barren  and  as  villanous  a 
heath  as  ever  man  set  his  eyes 
on". 

A  century  later,  younger 
men  were  writing  the  classics 
that  form  a  direct  link  to  our 
■  own  age.  J.B.  Priestley  was  39 
when  he  climbed  aboard  the 
new-fangled  mororcoaches  for 
his  shrewd  English  Journey  in 
1933. 

George  Orwell,  the  natural 
successor  to  Cobbett,  was  33 
when  he  worked  his  way 
through  the  industrial  heart¬ 
lands  in  1936  for  The  Road  to 
Wigan  Pier,  before  leaving  to 
fight  in  the  Spanish  Civil  War. 


Perhaps  the  best  travels 
work  as  a  land  of  fare¬ 
well  tour,  where  the 
completed  journey  also  com¬ 
pletes  something  in  the  travel¬ 
ler.  At  44.  Bryson  wrote  his 
railway  tour  of  Britain  before 
moving  to  his  native  America. 

He  now  lives  in  New  Eng¬ 
land  (well,  somebody  has  to). 
But  at  least  he  is  able  to  finish 
his  book  by  saying  with  some 
certainty;  “I  turned  from  the 
gate  and  got  in  the  car  and 
knew  without  doubt  that  I 
would  be  back.” 


•  Notes  From  A  Small  Island, 

Bill  Bryson  (Black  Swan.  E6.99J; 
Walking  in  Britain  (Lonely 
Planer.  E1I.99);  A  Tour  Through 
the  Whole  Island  of  Britain. 
Daniel  Defoe  (Penguin.  £9.99); 
Journey  to  the  Western 
Islands  of  Scotland.  Samuel 
Johnson  (Penguin.  E6.99): 

Rural  Rides.  William  Cubbetr 
(Penguin.  E750);  English 
Journey,  J.B.  Priestley  (Mandarin. 
£7.99);  The  Road  to  Wigan 
Pier,  George  Orwell  (Penguin. 
E6.99). 


David  Wilson 
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Sarah  Anderson,  owner  'of  The 
Travel  Bookshop,  tefls-a  story  of 
two  of  her  customers  staring  at  the 
Central  Asian  bookshelves.  then  turn¬ 
ing  to  each  other  and  saying  “Didn't  I 
meet  you  on  the  Silk  RouteT 
The  erununter  sums  up  the  aintosr 
phere  and  cUentele  m  this  browsers 
friendly  shop,  in  style  like  an  old- 
fashioned  country-house  library.  The 
cosy  interior  is  kitted  opt  with  kilims 
and  stencilled  walls  that  are  lined,  floor 
to  ceiling,  with  wooden  bookshelves. 
No  surprise,  then,  that  it  has  became 
something  of  a  travellers'  rendezvous.  - 
When  Ms  Anderson  opened  her 
bookshop  in  1979,  the  idea  of  stocking 
fiction,  history,  geology  and  culture 
alongside  guidebooks  and  maps  was 
new.  And  with  die  explosion  of  guides 
and  reprints,  she  says  it  is  impossible  to 
•^ock  everything. 

“It's  the  mix  that's  important  We  aim 
to  embrace  the  whole  subject  butwe're 


THE  TRAVEL  BOOKSHOP 


careful  in  cboosmg."Out-of-p  rin  t  and 
secondhand  books  —  "people  stiff  like 
hardbacks"  —  indude  travel  literature 
from  the  imd-19th  century  onwards, 
mduding  classic voyasjes'and  explora¬ 
tions.  original  Baedekefs and  Mur¬ 
ray’s  guides.  It  is  also  a  good  place  to 
look  for  collectors’  items  such  as 
-  Stanley’s  two-volume  first  edition  of  Jn 
■  Darter  Africa. 

Regular  events'  include  book 
launches. 'promotfons  and.  signings  by 
tire  likes  of  Michael  Palin,  Gavin 
Youn&  Eric  Newby,  and  Dervia 
Murphy. 

Shoppers  include  locals,  out-of-town 
travellers,  students,  hippies,  yuppies, 
film  location  folk,  armchair  explorers 
and  writers  induding  Colm  Thubron. 
‘  Geoffrey  Moorfaoose.  Miles  Kington, 
Charles  Glass  and  Dea  Birkett  As  for 


service:  “Someone  rang  from  Majorca 
and  said  he  hadn’t  got  the  coned 
maritime  charts,  so  we  faxed  informa¬ 
tion  on  harbour  depths  via  satellite  to 
his  boat,"  says  Ms  Anderson  ^ 

This  autumn  the  shop  gOes.on  the 
Internet  (orders  by  credit  card)  with  a 
.  short description  of  most  of  the  books 
stocked.  Check  if  put  at  www.thetravel 
bookshop.demon.co.uk.  . 


■  The  Travel  Bookshop.  13-15  Blen¬ 
heim  Crescent,  Wll  (0171-229  5260) 

Rating:  krkk^jrk 

Open:  J0am-6pni,  Mon-Sat 
Test  Had  Burnaby’s  book.  Other  two 
out  of  stock,  with  orders  taking  “a 
couple  of  days".  They  had  a  Zanzibar 
map.  A  friendly  assistant  told  me  to  buy 
Greek  Island  Hopping.  ~Tke  Blue 
Guide  is  like  Pevsner,"  she  warned. 
Mail  order  Postage  depends  on  weight 
no  packing  charge. 


i 


:  continued  from  page  24 
reading  areas  with  sofas.  A 
third  of  the  first  floor  is 
devoted  to  travel.  Guides  are 
grouped  by  country  with  sec-' 
turns  for  maps  and  travel 
writing. 

Test  I  was  asked  for  the 
books'  ISBN  numbers,  which 
I  didn't  have.  The  assistant 
made  a  meal  out  of  checking 
one  computer  programme  for 
the  numbers,  then  trying 
another  to  see  if  the  books 
■  were  in  slock.  1  was  put  on 
hold  for  several  minutes  while 
he  checked  the  shelves.  Only 
-  the  Fraler  book  was  in  stock.  I 
was  told  the  others  would  take 
ten  days  to  two  weeks.  No 
Zanzibar  map.  I  was  recom¬ 
mended  the  Rough  Guide  or 
Lonely  Planet's  Greece. 

Ma3  order:  Postage  depends 
on  weight;  no  padang  charge. 


JAMES' THTN,  53-59  South 
Bridge.  Edinburgh 
(0131-5566743). 

Rating: 'k'^ck 

Open :  Mon-FriVam-lOpm, 

Sat  9am-530pm,  and 


ahon  Sunday  from  JlamSpm. 
The  flagship  store  of  this 
family-owned  company, 
which  has  17  bookshops  in 
Scotland,  is  housed  in  a  four- 
•  storey  Victorian  building. The 
ground-floor  travel  area 
stocks  guides,  maps  and  travel 
writing.  Affiliated  subjects  are 
available  in  dedicated  sections 
elsewhere.  Travel  books  are 
also  stocked  at  its  other 
Edinburgh  branch  at  57 
George  Street 

Test:  I  gave  my  list  and  the 
assistant  rang  bade  ten 
minutes  later  to  say  that  only 
the  Yemen  book  was  in  stock. 
•The  others  would  take  two 
weeks  to  order.  No  Zanzibar 
map.  but  I  was  offered  Nelles’ 
Tanzania  map  (which  has  the 
Zanzibar  insert).  The  Rough 
Guide  was  recommended  for 
Greece  —  “no  pictures  but  lots 


Greek 

Island 


Hopping 


of  maps"  —  and  the  Eye 
Witness  guide  —  “lots  of 
pictures". 

Mall  order:  Two  or  more 
books:  first  class;  £325:  second 
class.  £2.75  in  UK. 
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New  "York  for 
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For  jusf  £545*  experience  QE^s  legendary 
style  to  ..or  from  New  York.  Cruise  from  New 
■fork  on  9  December  or  from  .Southampton  on 
15  December  1997.  Combine  the  QE2  cruise 
with  a  Virgin  Atlantic  flight  the  other  way  for 
___  only  £695* -and  you’ve  got  an  amazing  deal. 

Erra  h^^^n  OSOO  QOQ  500qootingTIM/Qfl  or  to  book,  see  yoor  ttayd  ayn t  °r  caD  eonanUm:  01703  634166 


Oi  ■  ( ■  \  h  :  7  m2 


WKS^:. 
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oin  our  mid-summer 
passage  from  Aberdeen  to 
_  Spitsbergen  aboard  the 
‘Professor  Molchanov’’  on  a 
voyage  which  will  take  us 
beyond  the  Arctic  Circle  to  the 
extraordinary  island  of  Jan 
Mayen  and  on  to  Spitsbergen, 
just  a  few  hundred  miles  short 
of  the  North  Rale. 

Along  the  way  we  will  call 
into  Britain's  remotest  inhabited 
island,  Fair  Isle  and  continue 
north  to  the  beautiful  Faroes. 

Our  next  landfall  sighting  will 
be  the  harsh  landscape  of  Bear 
Mountain  on  the  Norwegian  Island 
of  Jan  Mayen.  This  amazing  volcanic 
island  is  uninhabited  but  for  a  few 
scientists  and  sits  in  the  Arctic  Ocean 
hundreds  of  miles  from  its  nearest 
neighbour  Greenland  Stepping  onto 
Jan  Mayen  is  a  great  privilege  as  you 
cannot  help  but  appreciate  the  raw 
and  untouched  landscape  which  is 
totally  devoid  of  man’s  influence. 
Whale  bones,  anemones  growing 
amongst  the  lava  and  little  auks 
nesting  on  'the  steep  mossy  slopes 
create  the  atmosphere  of  a  peaceful 
and  totally  natural  world. 

Sailing  in  a  nonh-easreriy  direction 
we  will  reach  Spitsbergen  after  two 
days  at  sea  and  sail  into  IsQcrd  for  a 
day  of  exploration. 


A  10  Day  Expedition  Voyage 
Aboard  the  ‘ Professor  Molchanov ’ 
9th  to  19th  June  1998 


PROFESSOR  MOLCHANOV 
There  could  be  no  betrer  ship  for 
such  a  journey  than  the  ‘Molchanov’. 
Owned  by  the  mighty  Murmansk 
Shipping  Company  and  under 
permanent  charter  to  the  Dutch 
exploration  cruise  specialists, 
Oceanwide  Expeditions,  the 
Molchanov  divides  her  rime  between 
Antarctic  and  Arctic  cruising.  Buik 
in  Finland  in  1983  for  the  former 
Soviet  Union's  programme  of  polar 
and  oceanographic  research,  she 
was  refurbished  in  1994  and  fully 
fitted  in  1996  for  expeditionary 
travel  do  accommodate  upto  32 
passengers.  She  is  a  comfortable 
and  well  equipped  vessel  with  an 
krc-strengtheircti  hull,  making  her 
ideal  for  polar  waters. 


Public  areas  include  a  lounge/bac 
library,  clinic,  sauna  and  an  open 
bridge.  The  hearty  and  excellent 
meals  supervised  by  European  staff 
are  served  in  two  dining  rooms.  There 
are  large  open  decks  and  with  only  a 
maximum  of  just  over  50  passengers, 
the  vessel  even  when  foil  has  a 
peaceful  and  roomy  atmosphere. 

Looking  after  the  day  to  day 
programme  on  board  will  be  the 
expedition  leader  and  his  team.  There 
will  be  no  formal  entertainment,  but 
the  expedition  team  will  organise 
briefings  and  talks  and  the  library  will 
be  equipped  with  a  good  selection  of 
reading  and  board/card  games. 

For  our  forays  ashore  we  will  use 
the  vessel’s  Zodiac  craft  allowing  us 
great  flexibility’  and  enabling  us  to 
reach  otherwise  inaccessible  places 
with  great  east  This  is  a  voyage 
undertaken  in  the  spirit  of  discovery, 
with  a  view  to  making  your 
experience  an  extraordinary  one. 


The  Itinerary 
Day  1  Aberdeen.  Embark  in  the 
late  afternoon  and  sail. 

Day  2  Fair  Isle.  Tbc  most  isolated 
settlement  in  the  British  isles. 

Visit  the  bud  observatory,  famous 
for  is  work  in  tracking  the 
movement  of  migranr  birds  {there 
is  always  the  chance  of  a  fall  of 
migrants,  anything  from  a  red- 
spotred  bluethroat  to  a  red-foored 
falcon). 

Days  3  &  4  The  Faroes.  With  our 
two  days  of  exploration  we  will 
stan  on  the  most  southeriy  of  the  Faroes, 
the  island  of  Suduroy.  Here  there  are 
lovely  walks,  dramatic  cliffs  and  charming 
villages.  On  Myktnes,  sure))'  the  most 
beautiful  of  all  the  Faroes  you  can  walk 
out  to  Lundaland.  ‘land  of  the  puffins’  a 
staggeringly  beautiful  area  and  explore 
the  village  of  Myldnes,  a  quaint  collection 
of  bright,  rurf-roofed  houses. 

Days  5  &  6  Ar  sea. 

Day  7  Jan  Mayen.  Explore  Wilms  Bay 
and  the  surrounding  area  and  later  cruise 
along  the  cliffs  to  the  north  by  Zodiac. 
Here  large  populations  of  seabirds  nest  in 
bizzariy  shaped  dills  of  volcanic  ash 
layers  that  have  been  carved  and  eroded 
by  die  wind  and  the  waves  to  form 
fantastic  shapes  and  caves. 

Days  8  &  9  At  sea. 

Day  10  Spitsbergen.  Today  we  wiD  cruise 
.the  lsf(ord  sailing  pasi  the  Russian 
serde/nem  at  Barentsburg  and  exploring 
the  area.  In  the  evening  we  will  moor  m 
Longyearbyen  for  an  overnight  stay. 

Day*  1 1  Longyearbyen  to  London.  Early 
morning  departure  by  Scandinavian 
Airlines  to  London,  via  Tromso.  Arrive 
London  Heathrow  in  thealtemoon 


Prices  from  £1095 par  person 
sharing  a  3  berth  cabin  and  from 
£ 1295  in  a  twin. bedded  cabin. 
Single  cabins  from  £1750 


FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS 

Please  telephone  0171-409  0376 
<7  days  a  week  durai?  rike  touts). 


liOBLf  (MtDONlfl  LIMITED 


1 1  CHARLES  STREET.  MAYFAIR,  LONDON  W1X  BIE 
ttlBUONE  0171-409  037fl  FACSIMILE  0171-40?  0B3A 
24  HOUR  BROCHURE  ANSWERPHONE  0171-353  1424 
Ain  jigs  ait*  vnu 
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WEEKEND  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  11 1997 


TRAVEL 


ADVER 


CHECK-IN 


*  WEIBOWBSfflWlf**1- 
B  State  £69  FarEast  £399 

K  Portmal  79  Citato  179 

|5  Cyprus  129  SJUllei  3B9 

3  Gnace  99  USA  109 

§  Tatar  99  kata  299 

S  CuatH  99  Caribbean  189 

5  bras!  149  Aosinta  499 


inDIA  &  ASIA 


gpcrlAL  INTEREST 


NEXUS  TRAVEL 


CJSHli?'-  ■  c’’  =mKS  ."MST?.S5; 


A  D  V  E  N  I  t  R  E 


INDIA  ■  NEPAL*  TIBET  'AFRICA  •  STB  AMERICA 
CHINA  *  VIETNAM  *  AUSTRALIA  ■  ANTARCTICA 
Trekking  Cycling  Mountaineering 
Operators  of  Adventure  Holidays  to  suit 
ali  agas  &  fitness  levels  for  over  22  years 
Freephone  08000744135 

•DilocMmami*  AO.rhW1<MrBaaM 


WORLD  i;xi*i;i  )l l IONS 


INDIA 

ftotas  ofa  the  defioMie  toKtethrtaanr-BHdcnawi 


THEtMteTIMES 


TRAVEL 

FEATURES 


To  advertise  in  the 
next  travel  feature 
please  call  the 
Travel  team  on 
0171 481 1989 


101920  484007 


AIRPORT  PARKING  |  BALEARICS 
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^anx'd 

u.irmlcs 


Oi  the*  Far  East  and 
India  art.  an  enlightening 


jntrigu* 

with  the  tempto 
and  trtaal  tradtoow 
of  Orissa 


LttMtSFMMM&i 


Nowbyafamay 
Stay  in  the 
Wmatay»-w 
»  White  Christmas 


and  DeM- or  Si  ft* 
spicy  food  - 
AWWJleNqWftom 
our  besa^rifly  Hus* 

Hated  brochure 
^OUR  WORLDS  TRAVH. 


* 


T&tphem: 

01580  7635110 


or  t-Uafk 

mMmOttAxm 
- "nai 


Okavango  ■ 
fOURst  safaris 


holiday*® 
BOTSWANA 

ZAMBIA*  MALAWI 

mowmbk^je 

fDHiiMtaaMMBwt 

SOUTH  AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
TtfcOlrt  3C332S3 
.  Fta;  lilt  3433287 
SfleaarwcbBtci 

totfhnnutannauxB 

GsddHoac. 

London  KJZT3  Hg-tOS 


experience  on  a  Swan  Hellenic 
vVi  n  ter  C  r  u  i  s  e .  ( ,  a  i  1  0 1  7  i  300  2200 


Ctantesfrc.  Desert  Sahrf)  In 
A4«dhan_  Ayuvedc.  hoUfc 


&  South  IndbL.,  Hytfr)w_ 
Man  hams  stays—  And.  of 
count,  our  second  n  nans 
Tsfof  madtt'  aonfee. 
TaVFiBC  01268823385. 
IAxWrawjidirfuTKni*Lcani 
Esnsfc  naUtemoniaAcoin 


Overland 
dv/enciirc.s 


Africa,  Asia,  India. 

South  &  Cental  America 

m  2 to  37  weeks  with  Iff 
years  experience 

■  Unique  custom  built 
vdmtias 

■  Hotel  trips  &  camping 


Dragoman 

EEEHEJRBlL 


AFRICA 


TAILORMADE 

SAFARIS 

ZIMBABWE.  BOTSWANA, 
NAMIBIA.  ZAMBIA,  KENYA. 
TANZANIA 
S  AFRICA 


Luxurious  remote  lodges. 
Waking.  canoeing,  riding  and 
vetnefe  safari  unth  the  very  best 
guides.  Superb  urikUife  Adventure 
with  comfort.  Cob  us  id  create 
your  ideal  safari 

Tel:  (01604)28979  F*uc39879 
86  Panwracr  fm  wuHianjaaL  hntSB< 

a 

EXCLUSIVE  S 


'  SWAN  HELLENIC  C3 


P&O 


Sw. 


T&:  0181 -452  SM8 

HIGHUFE  HOLIDAYS 


TRAVEL 
CONTINUES 
ON  PAGE  28 
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CRUISE  &  SAIL 
ABROAD 


GREECE 


CORSICA 
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FAR  EAST 


eseeu 


ITALY 


CYPRUS 


CARIBBEAN 


wnurntr 


AUSTRALIA 
&  NEW  ZEALAND 


CARIBBEAN 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


NEWS  jpcst  nun  es  il-.  n-w-ucaat  woxrr  -.ho.-j's  ,  :.u<  ssrrnsti 


“Will  things  have  changed 
by  the  time  I  turn  the  page?” 

The  tfcuv  about  news  a.  tfs  new  nwlor  M2  Bat  UneOnti  (he  inukat* 
rtormaDoo  and  Whtb  swwee.  ah«>s  has  ■«  latest.  Sty  Nbk  iro*te  nwv 
soertartf  buwwss  stories  from  aound  the  wrtd  and  updates  Own  around 
the  dock  as  they  isapn  Whdi  means  Hat  jwu  aw  kart  rtirmed  at  wry  tan, 

Try  UnoOscMd  the  Interact  RHlCiffOSOO  til  210. 


It's  who!  vou  want  lo  knew 


WHY  SHOP 
AROUMD  FOR 
TRAVEL 
INSURANCE? 
IT’S  FREE  AT 
LUNN  POLY. 


Free  iosarance  oo  all  overseas  holidays  ever 
£329.  just  ask  at  aay  Loan  Poly  Holiday  Shop. 


Lunn  Poly 


1  batter  H  oy  la  ,ir iTini'ftv 


ITALIAN 

IMPRESSIONS 

HOLIDAYS 

MASSIVE  DISCOUNTS  ON 

rir;3it',.  AcCOinn»c<lnt;<".n. 

P.'i'-.k C.ir  H : r l?  ,H'd 
Irv.urane*’.  All  Itoli.in 
rfc'.t’tiaticn'..  Direct  T'lCkC  t'  ^ 

Y  KNOT  TRAVEL 
0171  436  0448 

ATOL  379s  1ATA 


Wort d  Oj^ers. 

f  j>r»ceS  |r  onr«'. 

BcStcA  rtn 

Brussels  rtr* 

/V\<Actr»c4  !  3H  rtn 

SwbtZerlun<4  'feSS  rtn 

Hotels  from  £31  per  perSors 


USA  &  CANADA 


)  RANCF  II  A  L  Y 


Exclusive  Caribbean  Barbados 

Sandy  I««v -the  cpAotne 

DESTINATIONS  STEEPED 

in  Luxury  . 

The  aeaec  Amgen 
Omu  the  company  who  ajparocoafim' 

.  f-  \ to  led  tbc  way  for  owr  n**£t,&5 


<5^  OnU  lie  compnny  wtw 
grf\  tea  led  dx  way  for  over 
’  ft*  2)  yean  to  eisjihin* 
^wtiwireyoiirhdiftiy 
mL'yj  ii  «n  yoa  want  il  to  be. 

From  ihe  widen 
riUYtfy  ofciclnthc  kmthi 
ngnb  fiiUycxewedyadnx 
and  boHRifd  riQai,  roi 
ImB  madard  of  penooal 

dm  eaten  fiw  yoar 
cwsypoaiWe  ami 
OR  CaD  your  Ffcaonal 


Sr  Vincent  & 

The  Grenmwes 

iW mOmk 
Bfua-ccrdielKXhtx 
.bMnyaadindUMC 
mtariddaattOB 
dBBMgnaHe. 

ft»£L230 


Holiday  Gonaoham  J/tMfiKA 

^  «»«.  HtfhbmO*, 

'■D«i  A^*dgM8»l}w1saR 

3  5  5  5  7  0  todAwarenewii 

■ycAorifanitnaii 
K  MWruad 


Tri  impHi 

01244  355 


x  -K-uv.  o  aratxr,  due  a  17  aanortr.  ra»og  t3» 
rr'WK"K^5"',>j-rT3ijf(ci1jm  E«S  nr  mm  at  oaraa" o>  BnQ  "gw 

r^zrn  Crt?  Wi"»jOT»iOe*B  jraeonuita  t3"aamwil»seon*tnod 

am  or,  t»  snmne-tf  afh*t  ,v  «3C0U1L  HPMni  ■>  no.  BootlnBi  «t» 
Mw  16  UmifamgUla  n  wn. 


as 

CARIBBEAN 

CONNECTION 


fto m‘£99S 


I  LhaA'j  Trmwit  ■«  air  S/iciilitji. 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


Fif  UdnSftAriS 
of  WorU  Offers 
c«U  hS  rvew  on: 


03^5222111 


Boole 

22 nA  October  ’S7 


Fares  are  return  from  London. 

AH  are  subtea  to  Gintoed  availability 
and  travel  periods.  Passenger  taxes 
excluded  Herd  rates  are 
per  person  per  n#K. 

For  details  see  TTV  Teletext  p380, 
your  navel  agent  or 
British  Airways  Travel  Shop. 


1 .4  r.y.  j 
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h/oRLO  firm* 

BRITISH  AIRWAYS 

.  The  workfs  Eavourite  airline 


MALTA  &  GOZO 


SPAIN 


FRANCE 


MOROCCO 


<nr~tlr,  1  ' 
ptin.ii  m 


r'’''vyrT 


PORTUGAL 


OTEN  RETURN 
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f><-  s(  c  l\  <  >i  cc .  |>c  s(  price. 

|>C.s(  MTViCC. 


PAJUS-Eumsor  arid  first  two  Rights  from 
£T19pp.  Extra  nights  from  £15pp. 


AMSTERDAM  -  Eurostar  and  first  two  n^ia 
from  £139pp.  Extra  nights  from  £20pp»  . 


BRUGES  r  Eurostar  and  first  two  nights*  from 
£129pp.  Extra  nlglits  from  £20pp. 


BARCELONA — Right  and  first  two  n(ghts 
from  £21 7  pp.  Extra  nights  from  £21  pp. 


For  city  breaks  worldwide  call  us  on 

0181 741 4443 

or  visit  your  travel  agent. 

2-  CITY  .  ■ 
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ABDVVSI« 


Z4  HOUR  BROCHURE  HOTLINE  0990  4  37  2JJ 


Lax  2  bad.  3  Mb  bM. 
F,  3  pools,  ane  visual 


FRANCE 


@Drocamp 
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feSave 


C’EST  ARRIVE! 


Just  Eke  the  wine  from  Beaujolais  ■RamSas  Nouveau’  is  awaited  by  Iwndreds,  naythousandi 
makers  each  year ...  and  now  It  has  anlwd,  the  1988  brocftii»of  real  hoMayfij  wdWr^{aaw 
Irelddng  and  exploring  sfi  over  the  world.  Our  nerwwnsd  escorted  smal  parte;  vstf  pistes  as  ar 
Atash^New  Zeetand,  South  Africa  and  CTftia.  but  mosdy  the  hEs  and  moutttans,  to  intareslkra  a 
Europe.  AS  hofidays  are  graded  to  HusimSe  thar  ease  or  chaBenga.  Forget  the  maps,  kxgat  Ins 
doods  which  dt  149  afferent  hoidays.  with  over  two  thousand  departures,  fts  your  rwMrements 
loBow  Hie  leadet  Thousands  do  so  way  year  and  many  comt  tack  fime  and  fimeagaliL 
Came  and  join  us  yoi/1  be  most  wetaevne.  (Min  age 

RAMBLERS  HOUDAYS  Bax  43.  Welwyn  Garden.  ALB  6PQ 
TW;  01707  331133  F»c  01 707  333276  E-mail:  romho!a@<flal1pip«.com 
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travel  -  27 


Brian  Pedley  boards  the  Royal  Mail  postbus  for  a  leisurely  tour  of  the  Staffordshire  moors 
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At  Onecote  in  Staffordshire 
die  villagers-  tell  how  a 
farmer,  returning  one : 
bright  from  market  ‘.at: 
nearby  t£pk,  was  plucked  fromtfie' 
BJOunu  by  a  headless,  horseman. 
Tne  horse  took  flight  over  drystone 
walls  and  fields.  Hours  later,  ihe 
hapless  rustic  was  dumped,  quiver- . 
ing  with  terror,  by  his  arm  ffife, 
.These  days,  the  same  SO-mikU 
circular  tour  of  the  Staffordshire 
moors  is  covered  less  stressfully  by  . 
die  Royal  Mail  post  bus.  The  twice*" 
daily  nde  is  also  a  good  deal  more 
entertaining.  Dave,  -John.  Paul, ' 
Ken  and  Debbie,  the  drivers,  take''* 
*  no  risks,  particularly  in  the  brutal, 
winters.  Then,  the  little  red  bus 
goes  equipped  with  blankets,  hot 
flasks  and  Kendal  Mint  Cake. 

Today,  as  usual,  the  ;  11-seaier  * 
vehicle  rattles  out  of  Leek  and  dawn-, 
a  switchback  of  .  country" -  lanes 
through  Staffordshire's  Best  Kept 
Village  of  Wars  low.  An  dderty 
gardener  waves  from  among  his 
magnificently  flowering  runner 
beans.  His  cottage  quickly  vanishes ' 
behind  the  brow  of.  the  hill  as . 
Postman  Dave  drops  a  gear  for  a 
tortuous  downhill  stretch.  Almost 
immediately  we  are  ,  climbing 

The  buses  Were 
meant  as  a  lifeline 
to  rural 

communities,  but 
^  now  backpacks  can 
outnumber  the 
shopping  baskets 


again.  Ahead  of  us,  almost 
bumping  their  heads  against  the 
clouds,  are  the  white  Iimestone-and 
dark  gritstone  crags  of  the  southern 
Peak  District,  the  National  Park 
which  contains  a  third  of  the 
Staffordshire,  moorland  as  it  rises 
and  falls  between  villages  and 
farmsteads. 

"Better  than  a  ride  at  Alton 
Towers."  says  Dave,"  nudging  the 
gear  stick  up  into  third. 

Adapted  as  a  public  transport 
service  30  years  ago.  Royal  Mail 
postbuses  now  carry  125.000  pas¬ 
sengers  a  year  on  228  routes  in 
Britain.  Originally  they  were  in¬ 
tended  as  a  lifeline  to  rural  commu¬ 
nities,  -but  nowadays  backpacks 
sometimes  outnumber  the  shop¬ 
ping  baskets.  With  mail  to  collect, 
the  routes  may  not  be  the  quickest, 
but  they  oertaxnfy  tend  towards  the 
scenic  —  and  thanks  to  Postman 
Pat  the  Pbstbuses  have  even  as¬ 
sumed  a  modest  glamour. 


High  days  on  the  post  trail 
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Something  to  write  home  about:  passengers  prepare  to  board  the  postbus  at  the  Royal  Oak  Inn  at  Wetton,  headquarters  of  the  World  Toe  Wrestling  Championships 


From  the  windows  of  Dave's  bus, 
his  passengers  can  enjoy  the  slew 
beat  of  Staffordshire  form  life. 
Shadows  race  across  the  medieval 
patchwork  of  -green  fields  and 
golden  stubble  as  thick  douds  whip 
across  the  August  sky.  The  threat  of 
thunder  adds  a  hint  of  urgency  to 
the  harvest,  where  squadrons  of 
crows  gorge  on  the  insects  fleeing 
the  combine  harvesters. 

We  pass  the  great  hump  of  Ecton 
Hill  where,  until 'the  last  century, 
more  than  300  miners  toiled  to 
meet  half  the  world*,  demand  for 
copper.  ' 

Margaret,  a  retired  schoolmis¬ 
tress,  was  enjoying  her  weekly  trip 


to  Leek.  “You  get  three  hours  there, 
which  is  quite  long  enough  for 
people  to  do  most  of  their  shop- 
vping,‘*  she  said,  passing  Dave  a 
-letter  for  posting.  “And  the  hikers 
can  be  fun . . .  With  any  luck  you 
get  to  sit  oh  a  some  strong  young 
man’s  knee." 

Leek,  with  its  ornate  buildings 
and  cobbled  marketplace,  is  justly 
nicknamed  “The  Queen  or  the 
Moorlands".  Go  there  on  a  Wed-: 
.  nesday,  market  day,  and  the  rows 
of  stalls  run  six  deejx .  selling 
everything  from  country  jackets  to 
Country  &  Western  CDs.  In  the 
covered  butter  market  next  door, 
one  trader  has  the  most  sumptuous 


stock  of  “nursery  food"  to  be  seen 
outside  a  House  of  Commons 
dining  room.  The  stall  creaked 
under  bubble  &  squeak,  spotted 
dick,  jam  roly-poly  and  Bakewell 
tart.  In  Leek  market,  and  along  the 
Cobbled  alleyways,  every  baker 
worthy  of  the  name  sells  freshly 
griddled  oatcakes.  One  shop, 
Aspiins,  does  ten  fillings.  Cooked 
thuvKke  crepes,  but  chewier,  they 
predate  pizzas  as  the  traditional 
fast  food  of  Staffordshire. 

Leek’s  architecture  reflects  its 
great  days  as  a  19th-century  silk 
capital  and  as  a  centre  of  the  Arts 
and  Crafts'  movement  led  by  the 
artist  designer,  poet  and  politician 


William  Morris.  The  baroque,  cop¬ 
per-domed  Nicholson  Institute, 
which  houses  the  public  library 
and  the  arts  and  science  college,  is 
one  of  many  prized  buildings  that 
survive  from  Leek's  golden  age. 


Even  the  street  furniture 
bears  the  stamp  of  Mor¬ 
ris.  Where  else  are  public 
seals  designed  to  look  like 
strutting  peacocks? 

If  Leek  is  Queen,  then 
Hartington.  just  across  the  border 
in  Derbyshire,  is  Princess.  When 
the  postbus  stops  here,  Margaret's 
hikers  tend  to  get  off  and  follow  the 
paths  south  to  Dovedale.  Others 
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will  cheerfully  pass  the  five  hours, 
until  the  next  postbus  passes 
through,  enjoying  an  archetypal 
English  village,  with  Edwardian 
parish  pump,  duck  pond,  stone 
cottages,  tea  rooms,  working 
farms,  a  pottery  and  a  church  on  a 
hill.  Some  will  dash  into  Ye  Olde 
Cheese  Shoppe  for  wedges  of  prize¬ 
winning  Stilton.  Cheese  enthus¬ 
iasts  buy  both  the  blue  and  the 
white. 

The  joy  of  riding  the  postbus  is  its 
flexibility.  A  few  stops  on,  at 
Grindon,  I  leave  Dave  and  his 
passengers  to  return  to  Leek  and 
strike  out  into  the  great  limestone 
gorge  of  the  Manifold  valley.  To 


FACT  FILE 


■  Brian  Pedley  travelled  with 
Staffordshire  Moorlands  Tourism 
Department  (D1538  483741).  For  a 
visitors’  guide,  write  lex  1  Market  Place. 
Leek.  Staffordshire  STL?  SHH.  The 
tourist  information  office  also  produces 
the  official  guide  to  Leek,  and  a 
seif^uided  William  Morris  Town 
TraiL 

■  The  Royal  Mail  Postbus  leaves 
Leek  bus  station  mice  daily  at  1020am 
and  2J53pm-The  round  trip  takes 
just  under  two  hours. 

■  Where  to  stay:  Lee  House  Farm. 
Leek  Road.  Waterhouses,  near  Leek. 
Staffs  ST10  3HW  (01538  308439).  An 
IStb-cenrury  house  in  the  Peak  District, 
near  the  Manifold  valley.  B&B 

from  £20  per  person. 

Bank  House.  Farley  Lane. 

Qakamoor.  Staffs  ST10  3BD  (01538 
702810),  run  by  Muriel  Orzne.  the 
AA's  Landlady  of  the  Year  in  1996. 

B&B  from  £26  per  person. 


follow  the  path  to  the  valley  floor  is 
to  be  swallowed  whole,  first  by 
meadows  dusted  pink  with 
napweed.  then  by  woods  that  grow 
darker  with  the  descent.  Through 
overhanging  beeches  comes  the 
first  glimpse  of  Thor's  Cave,  high 
on  the  peak  that  forms  one  side  of 
the  valley.  The  people  of  the  Dark 
Ages  named  it  after  the  Norse  god 
of  thunder  because  of  the  strong 
winds  that  boom  and  hcrwl  through 
its  vast  mouth .  Now  it  echoed  to  the 
excited  squeals  of  a  pack  of  Brown¬ 
ies  that  had  disappeared  inside. 

Wetton.  another  of  the  postbus 
stops,  is  just  a  short  stroll  from  the 
cave.  Its  Royal  Oak  Inn  is  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  World  Toe  Wres¬ 
tling  Championships,  held  each 
June.  Revived  in  1994  with  sponsor¬ 
ship  from  Scholl,  toe  wrestling  is 
arousing  interest  as  far  away  as 
Japan.  The  sport  is  similar  to  arm 
wrestling  and,  regulars  would  have 
us  believe,  exceedingly  ancient. 

“Cave  drawings  at  Ecton  Hill 
dearly  show  two  men  locking  toes 
for  the  favours  of  a  Neolithic  lady," 
insists  landlord  George  Burgess, 
drawing  a  pint.  1  had  a  suspicion 
that  I  was  being  taken  for  a  ride  — 
but  it  was  far  more  entertaining 
than  being  taken  for  a  ride  by  a 
headless  horseman. 
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Just  £2.65  including  p&p 


Taste  of  The  Times  is  a  FREE 
series  of  24:page  magazines  for 
anyone  who  loves  to  eat,  drink 
and  cook.  The  six-week  series  is 
packed  with  modem  recipes, 
exciting  restaurants  to  visit  and 
classic  and  new  world  wines  to 
choose  from.  Part  3  is  free  in  The 
Times  today. 

There  are  mouth-watering 
recipes  by  Frances  Bissell  from 
English  crab  cakes,  slow-cooked 
cured  lamb  shanks,  steamed 
quince  pudding,  Hindle  wakes  pie 
to  chilled  orange  and  white 
chocolate  rice  pudding.  She  also 
suggests  what  are  essentials  in 
today’s  kitchen  from  oil  to  saffron. 


Jane  Macquitty  searches  the 
world  for  the  finest  wines  at  the 
best  prices  and  has  come  up  with 
her  suggestions  for  the  best  buys. 

Chefs  and  restaurant  critics, 
produce  growers  and  food  buyers, 
movers  and  cocktail  shakers,  they 
all  have  something  interesting 
and  pertinent  to  pass  on  to 
discerning  consumers. 

Taste  of  The  Times  is  a  series 
you  will  want  to  refer  to  again 
and  again  and  to  ensure  you  keep 
all  six  parts  in  pristine  condition, 
a  high-quality  binder  is  available, 
costing  just  £2.65,  including  p&p 
(£3.15  Rol).  You  can  order  the 
binder  using  the  coupon  below. 


aaas&gaS 

Mr/Mns/ Ms/Miss _ _ _ 


Address _ _ 


_ Postcode _ _ _ ....... 

Please  send  me  —  (enter  quantity)  Taste  of  The 

Times  binders)  ©  £2.65  each  including  p&p  (£3.15 
Rol).  I  enclose  a  chequq/postal  orders)  payable  to 
The  Times  PT225. 

Value  E _ No - 


Or  debit  my  Visa/ Master  card  number: 


Print  Name . . . . Date  .... _ 

Signature  - . . Exp  dale . 

Poet  to:  Taste  of  The  Times  Binder  Offer,  PT225, 

PO  Box  333,  Leighton  Buzzard,  Beds  LU7  TZD. 

Allow  28  days  for  dettvwy  from  rscsupl  of  ondfir.  Offer 
available  In  the  UK  and  Irish  Republic  only,  subject  to 
availability.  Please  write  name  end  address  on  back  of  all 
cheques. 

Ptease  tick  box  if  you  do  not  wish  to  receive  further  | — t 
details  from  The  fifties  or  companies  approved  by  us.  I — 1 


CHANGING  TIMES 


Tt 


WINTER  SPORTS  SPECIAL  INTEREST 


WINTER  SPORTS  I  UJL  HOLIDAYS 


Loch  Less 


DISCOVER 

THE  DIFFERENCE 


Journey  to  the  heart  of  Thailand  or 
Indonesia  -  with  your  own  local 
gmde/companion  (couples  welcome) 

Nb  (nma  ■  No  anr  bon  -  jut  Ckadbte  itineraries  that  take  yon  at  ■ 
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The  Nile  Bike  Ride 

in  aid  of  Mencap 


Fly  to  Scotland  from  £59  return. 

Fare  available  from  London  Heathrow  find  London  Gatwkk  to  Aberdeen,  Inverness, 
Glasgow  and  Edinburgh.  Fare  also  available  on  other  selected  domestic  routes. 

To  book,  see  your  navel  agent.  British  Airways  Travel  Shop,  or  cal):  0345  2221 II 

■tnvcriHr  [bgftt  only  dvdiUbk'  (rum  London  Heathm*.  14  day  advance  tuduse  and  tumtajua 
Sanndjy  n0Oi  stay  rtSJUiWd  Fare  MjhiWJ  in  availability.  Paswnvcr  nxt&  excluded. 
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CALL  US  TODAY  OR  SEND  FOR  OUR  BROCHURE 
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44  WINDSOR  ROAD,  SLOUGH  SL1  2EJ 


I  $? 

s.  cAsBi 


C  O  P  P  R  R 
MO  L  NTAI  N 


.^559  •; 

0;;i  PsOiTUNDiiNC.r 
!V)‘iO  5  505 


Tour  Eiffel,  Champs-Elysees, 
Arc  de  Triomphe, 

Sacre  Coeur,  Montmartre, 

Le  Louvre,  Versailles, 

La  Seine,  Notre  Dame, 
Galeries  Lafayette,  L'Opera, 
Printemps,  Le  Moulin  Rouge, 
La  Defense,  Les  Invalides, 
Musee  d'Orsay, 

Le  Centre  Pompidou... 


Midweek  return. 


0345  303030 

or  see  an  appointed  travel  r 
agent  or  railway  station. 
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GRAND  HOTEL****  . £309 pp 


|  Extra  raghts  antistate.  Puces  Include  return  flights,  transfer? 

■  and  servKes.cf  a  Magic  representative. 

■X  X'l1**-  1  Call  reservations  now  on 

01817414442 

mtammi  onuni  '  or  see  your  travel  agent 


24  HOOK  HTrdiCBDTTE  HOTLINE  0990  ‘-I 


AUTUMN  &  CHRISTMAS  BREAKS 


SWAINSTON  MANOR 
HOTEL 

Cal  bourne,  Isle  of  Wight 
5  Crowns  Highly  Commended 
Began!  historic  country  house  offering 
fine  cuisine  and  spacious  bedrooms. 
Traditional  Cbrtstmas, 

4  ibos  from  £299 
Aotmnn  Breaks,  2  nights  DBB 
£90pp 

Licensed  for  Qiil  Marriages 
01983  521121 

THE  ISLAND'S  PREMIER  HOTEL 


:i_a  i  U*t;C  3 A  i  ri 

1 886  Grade  Q  Lined  Luxurious 
Vicnrrian  Hotel,  Recently 
ReforWsbed  to  iva  Original 
Splendour  with  Superb  Views 
over  the  Famous  City  of  Bath, 
One  m  Historic  Centre. 
SPECIAL  S  CT03SX  2HE.UL5 

FROM  ONLY  £4 93C  7VP.V 
DINNER,  BED  tc  EREA1CA5T 

—Tel:  01225  483888_ 


BOURNEMOUTH 
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8BHWVOUNO  HOTELS 
Fur’nofrlsfmiiKmS  inxlon 
Tet  01202  55441S 


M  ***  -  2  Restaurant  Rosettes  ■  RAC  *** 

CHRISTMAS  1997 

Relax  in  one  of  Oxfordshire's 
pramferhoteb  fhls  festive  season 

■4  nights  23rd  -  27th  December 
from  £445,00  per  person 
3  nights  24th  -  27th  December 
from  £359.00  per  person 
For  fuR  details  telephone 

01865  351203 


SHEEN  FALLS  LODGE 

Ken  mare  Co  Kerry  Ireland 


A  huenrimts  Rehis  and  Chueaax.  property 
oo  the  edge  of  the  cascading  «aoofjjb  of 
tbe  Sheen  River,  on  s  private  sale  jast 
ontside  Ibe  pkancKpe  wwn  of  Kemmre. 
The  bold  ius  its  ovyn  Bealdr  and  Beauty 
Sps,  Equestrian  Centre,  private  fishing  and 
£ML  Call  now  for  a  cc^jy  of  our  Winer  and 
Chnanui  fVpgnanrae. 

Tel:  00  353  6441600 
Faxr  00353  6441386 
E-maUabecnlallsQ  loUc. 


Frogmcgg  ideal  for  ad  the  fnraly. 
TdeptHM  Otfcj,  WM  Yoriediire. 
B1  M3  467818 


SALCOMBE 


THE  MOST  BEAlTIFll.  COVE 
IN  ENGLAND 

Limirj  hotel  fronting  it  y  own  beauliful 
uml>  bay  enttrclv  surroundn]  b} 
National  Trnsi  Cum. 

AWARD  WINNING  CUISINE 
Bestti  fill  grand  level  bedrooms  all 

openinpmnoganleos 
88 “WARM  INDOOR  POOL 
ChristBuu  &  New  Year  Borne  Party 
XAC  *««’  Bm«  far  Uii m 
Cwid  Huet  Mta.  Earn  SMay 
SOAR  MILL  COVE  HOTEL 
SALC0WBF.  DEVON  TQ?  JDS 

Tel:  01548  S6tS66 
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THE  CLOSE  HOTEL 
&  RESTAURANT 

Ion-.:  Strict,  Tcibitrv,  Gh:t  G IS  HAO 

Tel:  01666  502272 

Fax:  0)666  5CH4U1 


Romantic  14th  century 
thatched  smugglers  inn 

Overtaukinj!  the  pjcotrotjue  kuboir  & 
Ljutnouth  Eta)-,  on  rite  edge  of  Exmo* 


The  Perfect 
Christmas  Hideaway 


7  if. 


THE  SPORT  &  CRAFT  MANOR  -  01837  53053 
MANOR  HOUSE  $  ASHBURY  HOTELS,  V/.DEVON 


I"*'  —  '.!•  ... 

GOLF  pa  GOLF  p3  GOLF  p3 

1  FREE  GOLF  ON  2  X  1 3  HOLE  LONG  COURSES  +  PAR  3 1 

EXCEPT  10 NfliT SPORT  &  CRAFT  FAMILY  PROGRAMME 
SUPERB  INDOOR  BOWLS.  BAMINTON,  TENNIS.  SQUASH 


AUTUMN  AT  PARKH1LL 


EXMOOR 


TEE  BLAKENEY  HOTEL 

AA/RAC  «* 
Blakeoey,  Nr  Holt 
Norfolk  NS25  7NE 


Fw  farlhcr  dcoOr  *  tMUR 
Tdr  f  012  63)  740797 
Fan  (01263)  740795 


eg 


EXMOOR  NATIONAL 
PARK 

Portock  Barbour 

Q*itl  fuerl  H>  voter  lrdgcf 

nuB  pknaetQtt  barbumr  amJn 
Ssnuitn  •ecnert  and 

spectacular  eauaUae  near  the  Knrth 
Devon  Boarder.  Oidtmrpoth  rural 
Entthutd  ■  vijtfifr  er rtprhrrr.  eastern 
rdhtges  tmdmedtml  catties. 
Brc-umoenJed  br  leading  food  hjtrl 

SPECIAL  OFFERS 

1016431 862753 
THE  ANCHOR  HOTEL 


Christmas  in  Style  at  . . 
The  COMPLEAT  ANGLER 
MARLOW  ON  THAMES 


-  Join  u»  fore  3  day 

Traditional  ChriiPiMi  Home  Pany 
&wn  the  24tb  dd  the  27th  Deoember 
oa  the  baakr  of  the  River  Thamea. 

.  Log  fire,1  lire  fbetive  mmicand  of 
eourae  fine  «Ening  in  the  famous 
Rteziidg  Vatataan  Rcxamaoi.  - 

For  further  details  and 
reservations  call  01628  484444 


CRICKLADE  HOTEL 
COTSWOLD 
MANOR  HOUSE 

Bw4My  w  at  30  acres.  Ffaie 
nstanreat  A  aoxm.  tudoor  pool + 
HeaMi  aiiie,  Ttamb,  Scmkcr 
OWN  GOLF  COURSE 
NOVEMBER.  SPECIAL 
ISO  BW  fare  D8A&  &  me 
offeeildiea  (mubmimZ  nights) 
SORRY  NO  OOLMtEN  UNDER  14 

FOR  COLOUR  BROCHURE 
TEL:  01793  750751. 


Heart  of  Shropshire 

Can  FREE  on  0500  820816 


•  JUDGES  AT 
KIRKLEVINGTON  HALL 
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JoannaHunter  tracks  down  this  week’s  holiday 
deals;  and  Alex  McWhirter  finds  the  cheapest  flights 
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□  British  Airways  Holidays 
(0990  224224)  is  offering  sev¬ 
en  nights,  accommodation 
only,  at  the  Silver  Sands 
Resort  Hotel  on  the  sooth 
coast  of  Barbados,  from 
£499,  including  return  flights 
from  Gatwick.  taxes,  trans¬ 
fers.  and  transfer  flights  from 
UK  regional  airports.  Depar¬ 
tures  Wednesday  (October  IS) 
and  Thursday. 

O  Stretch  your  legs  on  Acorn 
Activities  (01432  830083)  Walk¬ 
ing  Week  in  the  Brecon  Bea¬ 
cons  from  October  18-25. 
Seven  nights'  foil-board  ao- 
'  commodation  at  Brecon's  Cas¬ 
tle  Hotel  plus  the  services  of  a 
guide  costs  £350. 

□  Follow  the  ancients 
through  foe  Aegean  with 
Seafarer  (0I7J-234  0500).  Its 
seven-night  Voyage  of  Dis¬ 
covery  leaves  Afoeos  on  Octo¬ 
ber  17  and  sails  to 
Alexandria,  Port  Said,  Ash- 
dod  and  KusadasL  finally 
docking  In  Istanbul.  Fares 
start  at  £449pp.  including 
Sights  from  Gatwick  or 
Manchester,  transfers,  taxes, 
full  board,  lectures  and 
entertainment 


London- 

BttMkma 


from  £96  Eaayjet 
(ex-Luton) 


from  £138 
(ex-Luton) 


London- ; 
Dublin  . 


from  £59  “Ryanair 
to-Starisfe40uton) 


from  £99  Ryanair 

(ex-Stansted/Luton) 


MandiBstor- 

OuMfn 


from  £59 

Ryanair  ‘ 


from  I3JD9  Ryanair 


London- 

Edinburgh 


from  £70  Easjijet 
(ex-Luton) 


£198  BA  . 

(ex-Heathrow/Gatwick) 


Londw 

Geneva 


£99mw/£lQ9m  8A 
[ax-Heathrov*/Gatwtck) 


£396  BA 

(ex+tesrthrow/G8Tw*ck) 


London- 
New  York 


£199mw/£229we  BA  ' 
(ex-HeaUirow/Gatwick ) 


£844  BA 

{ex-Heathrow/Gatwtahi 


London. 

Orlando 


£399mw/£329ws  BA 
(ex-Getvnck) 


£992  BA 
(rac-Gatwick) 


London- 

Pwto 


£59mw/£69we  BA 
(ex-Gs&vfck) . 


£238  BA  • 
(ex-He3thruM>/Gatw)cJ0 


London-'.  -  from  £138  Debonair  from  £178  Debonair 
Rome  .  (ex-Luton)  (ex-Luton  I 


Contact* 

British  Abways  (BA):  0345  222111 
Debonair  O500 146200 
Easyjet  0990  292929 
Ryanair  0541 569569 
Notes 


*  Pnces  sbown  in  the  left-hand  column  are  lhetowest  published 
excursion  fonts.  Prices  shown  in  the  rjgfrMnnd  column  are  the  lowest 
available  flexttde  tares  which  do  not  raqtfte  a  Saturday  night  stay  and 
which,  in  roost  cases,  aflow  changes  or  cancellation  without  penalty. 

In  all  cases  you  are  advised  to  dock  the  raslilctiors.  If  any,  when  booking. 
'  AvailabtfllT's  not  guarantoed. 

*  fares  shown  do jw  Include  any  applicable  taxes  or  security  fees. 


wi;u1T 


□  The  first  Pumpkin  Festival 
in  Pi  cardie,  France,  begins  on 
October  12.  Pi cardie  Pauses 
(0171-836  2232)  offers  two 
nights  accommodation  for  the 
price  of  one  and  Hoverspeed 
return  crossing  foam  Dover  to 
Calais:  from  E71  for  two. 

□  Popping  out  for  a  kebab 
could  acquire  a  whole  new 
all  tire.  Fourteen  nights’  self- 


catering  at  the  Esin  studio 
apartments  in  Marmaris  on 
Turkey's  Aegean  coast  with 
Sunset  Holidays  (01204 
701000,  departing  from 
Gatwick.  Manchester,  New¬ 
castle  or  Glasgow  on  Mon¬ 
day  (October  13),  costs  £252 
hi  chiding  flights,  taxes  and 
transfers. 

□  Fraught  parents  should 
take  their  charges  to  Efteling 


in  Holland,  which  is  the 
largest  theme  park  in  Europe, 
at  half-term.  It  is  open  until 
8pm  all  week  from  October  18. 
Amsterdam  Travel  Services 
(01242  260960)  is  offering  a 
family  of  four  one  night's  B&B 
accommodation  at  rhe  Efteling 
Hotel,  entrance  to  the  Efteling 
park  and  return  ferry  from 
Ramsgate  to  Ostend  for  £72 
per  person. 


Most  of  the  British  tourists  oa  board  the  Romantica,  above,  bought  their  trips  while  in  Cyprus  and  can  make  no  claim  for  compensation  in  the  UK 


TT  ritish  tour  operators 
I  J  are  legally  distancing 
themselves  from  pas- 
Jk—Jr  sengers  booked  on 
the  ill-fated  cruise  ship  that 
caught  fire  off  Cyprus  Jast 
weekend  The  103  Britons  who 
were  aboard  the  Romantica 
are  waiting  for  details  of. 
compensation  to  be  offered 
from  the  ship's  owners.  Med 
Duchess  lines. 

But  it  appears  that  none  of 
them  pre-booked  the  cruise 
through  an  operator  before 
leaving  the  UJC  And  few,  if 
any,  booked  through  a  UK 
operator  representative  in 
Limassol,  instead  preferring  to 
book  direct  at  the  quayside. 

People  are  attracted  to  such 
deals  by  prices  as  low  as  £50 
per  person,  squeezing  costs  to 
the  bone  and  cutting  out  the 
mark-up  of  foe  tour  operator. 

British  holiday  companies, 
including  marker  leader' 


Steve  Keenan  explains  why  tour  operators  are  giving  a 
wide  berth  to  passengers  caught  up  in  a  cruise  ship  fire 

Thomson  Holidays,  say  their  Drakou,  Libra'S  managing  di- '  huge  rise  in  popularity —an 
customers,  are  only  entitled  to  rector,  said:  M1  don’t  flunk  foe  the  risks  involved  f~  of  crut 
pursue  any  compensation  or  rules  cover  people  who  book  in. 


damages  daim  through  the 
UK  courts  if  they  booked  the 
cruise  with  them.  Thirteen  of 
foe  Brifans  on  foe  cruise  ship 
had  booked  their  holiday  to 
Cyprus  through  Thomson  but 
they  had  paid  for  the  cruise 
locally,  stud  a  spokeswoman 
for  foe  company.  -  • 

“We  _  are.  responsible  for 
something  we  actually  recom¬ 
mend.  But  .  if  someone  dioases 
to  book  off  their  own  bat,  that 
is  where  the  line  is  drawn-” 
Libra  Holidays  which  . 
was  to  feature  the  Romantica 
this  winter  for  the  first  time  — 
also  had  eight  clients  on  board 
who  booked  direct  Andreas; 


foeresort?  . 

Taznsin  Camaff,  legal  advis¬ 
er  at  the  Association  of  British 
Travel  Agents;  added:  “If  you 
book  through  a  tour  operator 
in  foe-  UK,  you  have  recourse 
to  English  law.  If  you  bode  in 
the  resort,  you  are  contracted 
with  a  local  company,” 

Many  of  those  rescued  will 
be  covered  for  loss  of  posses¬ 
sions  forough  their  own  insur¬ 
ance.  But  those  not  covered,  or 
dissatisfied  with  any  compen¬ 
sation  offered,  are  Kkely  to 
have  to  fight  their  case  in  a 
Greek  court  The  Romantica . 
was  Cypriot-flagged. 

■The  blare  highlighted  foe 


huge  rise  in  popularity  —  and 
the  risks  involved  f—  of  cruis¬ 
ing  in  Cyprus  in  recent  years. 

This  year,  more  than  50,000 
Britons  are  expected  to  take  a 
variety  of  short  cruises  from 
the  island,  the  biggest  market 
sector  for  cruise  companies 
ahead  of  the  last-emerging 
Russian  market 
'  The  most  popular  trips  are 
to  Haifa  in  Israel,  Port  Said  in 
Egypt  or  a  three-night  combi¬ 
nation  of  the  two,  which  the 
Romantica  was  doing. 

Industry  expert  Tony  Beis- 
ley  said:  “Cyprus  offers  a 
chance  to  see  another  country 
such  as  Egypt  at  din-cheap 
prices.  That  is  why  a  lot  of  the 
ships  are  fairly  basic.” 

Peter  Adamou,  HR  manag¬ 


er  for  another  Limassol-based 
cruise  company,  Louis  Cruise 
Lines,  said  his  company  ex¬ 
pected  to  cany  46,000  Britons 
this  year.  Although  featured 
by  UK  four  operators,  most 
passengers  booked  direct. 

He  denied  that  foe  market  is 
suffering  from  a  shoddy  im¬ 
age.  “It  is  not  connected  with 
foe  age  of  the  ships.  It  is  how 
much  work  is  carried  out  on 
them  and  how  much  is  spent" 


CAA  calls  for  passenger  levy 


THE  collapse  of  Turkish  specialist  SunTours 
this  week  has  rekindled  demands  for  a  levy  on 
package  holidays,  to  be  paid  by  passengers,  to 
protect  them  if  companies  collapse,  writes  Steve 
Keenan.  If  approved  by  Parliament  a  levy 
could  add  up  to  £10  a  head  to  holiday  costs. 

September  and  October  are  the  prime 
months  for  tour  operator  failures  as  cash  flow 
from  last-minute  bookings  dries  up  and  bills  for 
hoteliers,  airlines  and  other  suppliers  must  be 
met  Ten  of  last  year's  26  failures  were  in  those 


two  months.  The  CAA*s  Air  Travel  Trust  fond, 
the  pool  of  bond  money  held  to  refund  and 
repatriate,  was  £53  million  in  foe  red  at  foe  end 
of  the  year  to  March  31, 1997. 

The  CAA  is  looking  at  a  levy,  which  would 
need  parliamentary  approval.  Meanwhile,  it  is 
continuing  to  repatriate  foe  7.000  SunTours 
customers  stranded  when  it  went  our  of 
business.  The  process  of  refunding  15,000  other 
customers  will  then  begin. 

•  CAA:  0171-832-5600 


TRAVEL 


CORNWALL  &  DEVON 


DAKTMOUIH  in  , 
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DORSET,  HANTS. 
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SCOTLAND 


WALES 
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JILL  CRAWSHAW’S  CHRISTMAS  ABROAD 


Qvn,  M  rim,  aonul  foot- 
pmh.  ta  aotnv*  C/B,  «(na  A/7 
tac.  naan.  <he  mil  Mah  m- 
fcq.  e*5Qpw-  OlEtt  6*1010 


OCTOBER 

SPECIAL 

3  NIGHTS  FROM  09 
M.  Mta  &  EVoriog  Mid 
LvM  nM  boid.  aaomai. 


2^  Going  solo 
in  Sweden 


IF  you  are  single  and  aged  30 
to  69,  Solo'S  (0181-951  2800) 
has  more  than  40  Christmas 
holidays  ranging  from  golfing 
in  America  to  traditional  hotel 
breaks  in  Britain. 

For  foe  energetic,  a  Swedish 
adventure  indudes  a  day's 
,*gghtseeing  in  Stockholm,  a 
Wight  in  an  igloo  in  the  village 
of  Jukkasjarvi  near  Kiruna,  a 
visit  to  an  elk  farm  and  lots  of 
glogg  (spicy  mulled  wine)  at  a 
Lapp  hut.  On  Christmas  Eye, 
there  is  sledging,  tobogganing 
or  skiing,  as  well  as  a 
traditional  Christmas  buffet 

On  Christmas  Day  there  is 
a  snowmobile  safari  to  catch 
lunch  ice-fishing  and  then 
cook  it  over  an  open  fire.  Dog 
sledging,  cross-country  skiing 
and  dancing  round  off  Boxing 
Day.  Departing  on  December 
2a  foe  price  af  £1.475  covers 
flights,  a  week’s  half-board 
accommodation,  sightseeing 
and  Christmas  meals.  . 
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Sednded  Lnxmy  In 
a  SoMime  Setting 

Conwy  Bern  Hart  ahead  ■  arigae 
HdKropiBl  H&7  ewka  MWCpfag 
lo  printt  swdy  caw.  TtadUiBial 


EAST  ANGLIA 


CHRISTMAS  AND 
NEW  YEAR 


muMWOLD  Ln  «nww  on  I  ACTIVITY  Mumh  nd  Haw 


8hic*>«uo  Tot 


* fdvOai break.- (Mfh free  | 


DORSET,  HANTS., 
&  LO.W. 


VERB  LOOSE  HeaAHk.  Amna 
bra**  M  Aston  pslieao.  14 
cottagaa  Is  b—aUfol  8  acre 
flawoBa  CP*t>  walcrntX  Lop 
Urea.  Islam*  Cancm  wKh  40R 
soaMA  Indoor  goal  pan 
top  aamna,  aolsztsm.  taWct 
ftmUr  aama  flw  XsaaMn 
Yaar.  haoctaaaa  01838  8388*1. 


PEMBROKESHIRE  i 


A  superb  selection  of  quality 
character  courses  in  the 


character  cottages  in  the 
ftnibrokeshuv  Cchm  Natkwjl 
RirL  AH  properties  furnished 
to  the  hkjhesl  standards, 
rboaenow  foi  fmcolmr  tTOchnre 

01239-881397£^ 


MaWaaMlt  »  OwinH 
-8t  32625BM1 IBMW 


DTU1C  aaehadail  vaUsy  nr  Lyma 
I  Bagla  with  Mtc  eonagn.  Soano 
latn  «alL  Tah&12B7  44Z7J3. 


CHANNEL  ISLANDS 


Where’S  Rudolph?  Christinas  in  Sweden  offers  a  chance  to  find  him 


a  -Right  tracks 
ii  Tor  foe  Rockies 


m 

Si 


HAVE  amove- 
abfe  Christinas 
onboard  one  of 
the  world's 
great  trains. 
The  Canadian. 
Great.  Rail 
Journeys  (01904  67996?5  is 
organising  a  12-day  holiday 
departing  on  December  20. 
The  2300-mfle  journey  across 
Canada,  from  Toronto  takes 
three  days  in  your  own  sleeps 
er»  with  all  meals  melwdea. , 
The  jotjmey  finises  with  a 
stay  ini  Vancouver  a™  w.0 
davs  tn=  Victoria-  The  cost 
£1^90  for  flights,  three  nights', 
foil  board  on  the  train,  seven 
nights’  B&B  in  hotels  and 

sightseeing  tours. 


the  holistic  holidays  available 
from  Neal’s  Yard  .Agency. 
(07000-783  704).  The  company 
specialises  in  holidays  focus¬ 
ing  on  personal  development, 
meditation  and  yoga.  Groups 
are  limited  to  about  16  people 

.and  there  are nosingle  supple- 

ments.  A  ttwweek  break, 
departing  on  December  20,  to 
foe  Caribbean'  island  of  Toba¬ 
go,  offers  personal  develop¬ 
ment  courses  and  workshops 
on  life  choices  and  life 
changes.  It  costs  £755  foil- 
board,  excluding  flights. 

On  a  21-day  tour  of  southern 
India,  travelling  from  Madras 
to  Bombay  and  leaving  on 
December  21,  holistic  holiday- 

makers  can  escape  the  stresses 

of  Christinas  "by  visiting  tem¬ 
ples  and  -tranquil  ashrams 
with  a  meditation  teacher.  The 
price,  including  flights  and 
foil-board  hotel  accommoda¬ 
tion,  is  £2.600.  • 


with  three  to  seven  hours'  • 
trekkingeach  day. 
Accommodation  is  in  teats,.  ’ 
with  three  nights  in  a  hotel  in 
Marrakesh.  Christinas  Day 
is  spent  on  a  seven-hoof  walk 
down  a  river  valley,  later 
crossing  a  hot,  dusty  plain 
occupi  ed  only  by  nomads 
and  their  camels. 


Disney’s  party 


^Holistic  days 


DISCOS  and  drinking  sprees 
are  our  (though  local  wine  fa 
allowed),  and  the  Chnstmas 
fare  fa  mainly  vegetarian  btt 


■  NO  tinsel  and  no 
turkey,  promises 
Sberpa  Expeditions  (0181-577 
2717)  onits^May  Christinas 
escape  to  foe  “Valley  of  a 
Thousand  Kashahs’*  in 
Morocco's  Sahro  range.  A 
Berber  guide  leads  a  trek 
into  this  rocky  wMcrness, 


FUN  fa  promised  at  Disney¬ 
land  Fans  as  it  celebrates  foe 
finale  to  its  fifth' birthday  this 
-  Christmas,  with  parades 
themed  on  the  Nutcracker 
Suite  ballet  Leger  Holidays 
(01709  839839)  offers  a  five- 
day  break  .departing  on  De¬ 
cember  23.  which  includes 
return  coach  traveL  -  four 
nights'  B&B  in  the  Paris  area, 
a  two-day  pass  to  the  theme 
park  and  an  excursion  around 
Paris.  It  costs  039  far  adults. 
£169  for  teenagers  12-J6,  £149 
for  children  aged  three  to  ll. 
Under-threes  gp  free.. 


reed  on  Wildlife  Worldwide’s 
(0181-  667  9158)  12-day  voyage 
to  the  Antarctic  Peninsula, 
leaving  on  December  16. 

'  The  80-passenger  Marine 
Adventurer  sails  through  the 
Beagle  Channel  and  Drake 
passage  to  spend  Christmas 
Day  in  the  flooded  volcanic 
caldera  of  Deception  Island 
where  it  is  possible  to  swim  in 
foe  thermal  waters.  A  Christ¬ 
mas  dinner  and  a  visit  from 
Santa  are  also  promised.  The 
cost  fa  £3^95  for  flights,  voy¬ 
age,  food  and  activities,  plus. 
$495  (£315)  in  port  dues. 


Santa  sortie 


A  WHITE  Christmas  in  the 
company  of  orca  whales,  leop¬ 
ard  seals,  Adelie  penguins 
9nd  Dirvw-i"  betir1’1:  fa  ?’■ 


■  EXPERTS  in  art, 

music  and  archaeology 
accompany  tours  organised 
by  Prospect  (0181-995  2151). 
Christmas  is  one  of  foe  rare 
times  to  see  Venire  without 
all  (he  crowds;  Prospect’s 
seven-day  toar,  leaving  on 
December  22.  takes  in  foe 
rity^s  sights,  phis  an 
cGcnraoti  to  Padua  to  see 
Giotto's  Scrovegni  Chapel. 
The  price  of  £1,050  includes 
flights,  water-taxi  transfers, 
B&B  accommodation  pms  a 
Christmas  lunch- 
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COASTAL  SETTING  ■  PANORAMIC  SEA  VUEWS 
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3.30am  to  10.30pm  7  days/week 

Or  Write  to  FREEPOST  305  London  EC1 8  1SY 


Club  Sirius,  for  the  intelligent,  articulate 
arid  well  educated,  providing  persona! 

interviews,  and  of  course,  complete 
discretion  at  ail  times,  been  before  you 
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just  for  you. 
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THE  LISTENER  CROSSWORD 


.  No  3431:  Three  writers  by  Mr  Lemon 
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LISTENER  CROSSWORD  No  3431 


massoriafion  with  Waferstane’s 
NAME _ _ _ _ _ . . _ 


=Vv 

*7  ■**  ‘^1 
-.‘f  -  -  ■■  'Vs 


ADDRESS _ _ _ 


H:  =& 


Cut  out  and  send  the  completed  crossword  and  coupon  above  to  The 
Listener  Crossword  No  3431, 63  Green  Lane.  St  Albans.  Hertfordshire 
AL3  6HE,  by  Thursday.  October  23. 
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The  winner  will  receive 
a  Waterstone’s  book 
token  worth  £75.  Five 
runners-up  will  each 
receive  a  book  token 
worth  £10 
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Watmionrt  Sm  opened  a  bookshop  in  1982,  and  now  has  a  branch  in  virtually  every 
major  rawn  and  dry  in  the  UK  and  Ireland.  Each  of  its  lOCKxJd  brai7<±>esl»s  at  least 
51X000  rides  in  si  ode  and  can  order  any  book  currently  inprizn  in  the  UK-Oui-of-Print 
Bookseaich,  018925Z27D0.  Mailing  Service  and  Signed  firetEditions.  01254489%.  For 
your  nearest  branch  of  Wnerstonen,  call  0181-742  3800. 
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CHESS 


by  Raymond  Keene 


GARRY  KASPAROV,  the  world 
.  champion,  has  often  expressed  his 
-  -  admiration  for  that  great  genius  of 
T  ‘  •  attack.  Alexander  Alekhine.  At  his 
•  *  height,  in  the  tournaments  of  San 
Remo  1930  and  Bled  1931.  Alekhine 
bowled  over  his  opponents  with  re- 
markable  ease,  almost  irrespective 
;  •  of  whether  he  was.  playing  with 
i.  .  White  or  Black.  Chess  is  not  all 
logic  and  analysis,  there  is  a  tre¬ 
mendous  psychological  dement. 

- -  too,  one  often  underestimated  or  ig- 
...  nored  by  the  fashionable  chess  texts 
which  simply  give  reams  of  move, 
without  background  information. 

What  can  be  the  explanation  for 

-  the  sudden  collapse  of  a. strong' 
* '  player,  even  with  the  normally  ad- 

-  vantageous  white  pieces?  In  the 
case  of  Alekhine,  and  now  with 

t  Kasparov,  it  can  be  a  terrifying  pro- 
^  spat  sitting  across  the  chessboard, 
’j  facing  the  strongest  player  in  the 
world.  This  Tremendous  psydurfog- 
-^ical  strength,  evinced  by  both 
A ;  Alekhine  and  Kasparov  at  their 
■  best,  accounts  just  as  muchfbr  such 
'-'players’  superlative  perfonnances 
'>  as  their  technical  skill. 

V  ■  Interestingly.  Kasparov'S  failure 
C'  against  IBM'S  Deep  Blue  computer 
•/-might  also  be  traced  to  ltis  psycho- 
logical  power.  Flesh  and  blood 
^^jJaycrs  can  be  intimidated,  silicon 
~  ufilips  cannot  When  playing 
/  against  Deep  Blue,  Kasparov  sim- 
:  *  ply  has  to  rely  on  his  skill  at  the 
game  itself.  His  fiercely  energetic 
personality  would  have  held  no 
terrors  far  die  machine.  A  contrast¬ 
ing  case  was  this  week’s  game 
against  a  rising  star  in  the  Ameri- 
•  can  chess  firmament  White  was  so 
over-awed  by  Kasparov's  charisma 
that  he  put  up  no  fight  at  alL 

White:  Tal  Sbakcd;  Blade  .Garry 
Kasparov.  Tilburg,  September 
1997 

Grnufdd  Defence 

2  c4  g6 


-9  Rbl 

•  Preparing  a  manoeuvre  which 
simply  assists  Blade’s  sdiemes.  I 
wculd  prefer  9  RtL 
9  .  .  .  b6  :  40Bb5+  BdT  " 

11  Ba2  •• 

And  here  II  Bd3  seems  more 
naturaL . 

It  1 ./  Bc6  .  i2  Ba3  • 

The  unfortunate  consequence  of  his 
previous  move.  Of  course,.  White 
cannot  push  Black’s  queen's  bishop 
our  of  play  wrfii  12  35,  on  account  of 

12 . .  .  Bxc3  winning  White's  queen. 

12  ...  Md7  13  Ne2  Rd8 

.  14  ,f3.  ‘■••‘J.-,. 

-  An  unnecessary  precaution.  14  (H) 
at  once  is  stranger.  ’  ' 

14  ...  -CM)  ;.1B  h4 

White’s  list  of  misdemeanours,  in 
.the  opening  phase  trf  this  game  is 
legion.  With  White’s  development 
incomplete  and  die  centre  fluid, 
this  wing  strike  is  entirely  inappro¬ 
priate.  Blade  can  easily  block  the 
further' advance  of  White’s  pawn 
and.prbmptiy  does  sa 

15  i..-  .  I»5  16  Bg5  Rfe8  ' 

17  Rcl  -  Bb7  18  d5  ' 

White  now  dreams  of  following  up 
with  c4,  cementing  his  centre  and 
trading  queens.  However,  Kasp¬ 
arov  does  not  give  him  time  for  this 
luxuty. 

18  ...  Ne5  19  Bbl  Nc4 
20  Qf4 

A  colossal  blunder,  to  cap  his 
previous  inept  play.  White  had  to 
put  his  queen  on  a  safer  square 
tbougheven  20  Qc2  Na3  or  20  Qd3 
Ba6  are  highly  uncomfortable. 

20.. .B0S 


1  d4  N6 

3  Nc3  d5 

The  Grunfdd  Defence,  Kasparovs 
roam  alternative  to  the  King's  Ind¬ 
ian.  which  is  based  on  -  —  d6  rather 
Aten  the  challenging  ...  d5.  By 
paying  the  Grtmfeld,  Black  invites 
White  to  set  up  a  huge  pawn  centre. 

cxd5  NxdS  5  o4  Mxe3 

bXC3  Bg7  7  B«3  .  e5 

8  Qd2  QaS 

■‘Kasparov  wastes  Jib  time  in  ithple- 
menting  a  massive  strike  against 
'.White'S  pawn  front  . 


Whits  resigns 

White’s  queen  is  trapped  in  broad 
daylighL 


WINNING  MOVE 


"  By  Raymond  Keene 
C3iess  Correspondent 


Almond  Path,  Glenrothes.  Fife. 


White  ,  to  play.  This  positfon  is 
from  file  game  Koch  -  Neiman. 
ftance  1997. 

.  White’s  bishop  cm  h6  and  his  rook 
on  Q  severely  restrict  the  blade 
king.  How  did  White  finish  off? 
The  first  correct  answer  drawn  on 
Thursday  will  -win  a  year's 
subscription  to  the  Staunton . 

tJSoriety. 


Solution  to  last  week’5  com¬ 
petition:  1 ...  Bfi 


The  answer  will  be  published 
next  Saturday. 

‘  Last  week’s  winner  S.  E.  Crow, 

:  i 


ONE  or  more  letters  have  to  be  omitted  from 
the  answer  to  each  due  before  it  is  entered  in  the 
grid. 

Definitions  are  to  the  full  word,  subsidiary 
indications  to  the  aid  entry.  Numbers  in 
brackets  always  rraer  to  the  grid  entry. 

The  single  letter  omitted  from  each  of  32 
answers  in  due  raider  describe  the  approadi  of 
tbe^ THREE  WRITERS,  the  remaining  five 
dues  drop  a  hint  as  to  style.  Chambers  0993)  is 
recommended. 

Two  of  the  THREE  WRITERS  are 
undued,  solvers  should  find  and  highlight  tile 


32  Warning  sounds  as  golf  shot  goes  outside 
centre  of  belt  (6) 


33  Rapid  eye  movement  timer  worked  by  heart 

34  Councillor  has  pouch  for  a  fox  (5) 

35  Torpedo  goes  around  during  brief  constant 
measure  of  emission  (7) 


DOWN 


ACROSS 


7 

11 


1  Routine  d  erics  can  be  self-assertive  people 

fl) 

Separate  exercise  in  plain  (5) 

Sea-water’s  bad  for  birds  (8) 

12  Scotsman  returns  to  take  on  Richard  the 
•  Covenanter  (6) 

13  Song  about  king’s  skin  colour  (6) 

15  Raps  having  no  king  among  high  cards  (8) 

16  Cahle  revised  preview  with  report's  - 
introduction  for  Vatican  (7) 

17  SQver  matrix  absent  in  molten  rocks  (6) 

18  Plaster  of  Paris  ships  in  fashion  (4) 

21  Expects  kisses  (4) 

24  The  President  once— a  cutter  of  wood?  (6) 
26  Tension  doesn't  begin  to  relieve  worry  (7) 
30  Old  Tories  excited  harborer  (8) 

31'  Estaroinets  keep  a  bit  of  Riesling  inside 
flasks  (6) 


2  Aphrodite's  fluorescent  salt  (6) 

3  Listen  to  inside  of  male’s  chest  (5) 

4  Old  courtesy  one  finally  gets  to  see  in  France 

(5) 

5  Singer  drew  grebes  swimming  round  lake 
00 

6  Calls  for  woman’s  work  basket  (4} 

7  Scraper  is  brought  up  round  block  to  stop 
wheel  (6) 

8  Fort  with  exterior  of  round  building  stone  (4) 

9  Club  price  is  cut  at  last  (5) 

10  German  follows  one  big  awkward  giri  — a 
truly  monstrous  bird!  (5) 

14  They  keep  the  rain  off  school  piano  (4) 

19  Heartless  group  of  teachers  forged  paper  (4) 

20  Season  in  charge  of  the  moon  (6) 

22  Yes!  Forward’s  foot  slipped  back  (5) 

23  Leaders  of  profession  mostly  chosen  to 
lecture  (6) 

25  Terribly  drear  worshipper  (5) 

27  Went  for  a  swim  —  in  the  Tay— thereupon 
grandchild  died  (5) 

28  As  an  example  Prokofiev’s  sister  exercised  at 
first  tn  judo  costume  (5) 

29  Stifles  restraints  —  figuratively  speaking  (4) 

30  A  swelling  that  is  difficult  to  deal  with  (4) 
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Solution  and  notes  for 

No  3428:  Snags  by  Colmnba 
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Extra  and  ommitted  letters  gave  THE  LADY 
VANISHES,  VERTIGO,  FRENZY  and  THE 
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BIRDS.  These,  and  the  entries  PSYCHO,  MARNFE, 
SABOTEUR  and  ROPE,  were  films  directed  by 
Alfred  Hitchcock.  His  custom  of  making  brief 
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oblique  (ie.  slanting)  appearance  in  foe  grid  of  his 
surname,  indicated  as  a  snag  (HITCH)  with  one  of 
the  birds  (COCK). 

The  winner  is  Mrs  Janet  Ferris  of  Leeds.  Yorkshire. 
The  runners  up  are  Clive  Thompson  of  Sheffield. 
Yorkshire;  Brenda  J.  WIdgerof  Altrincham.  Chesh¬ 
ire:  Mike  Gates  of  Sydenham.  London:  Dr 
P.A.K.  Covey-Crump  of  Cheltenham,  Gloucester¬ 
shire;  D_A_T-  Millar  of  Beflast.  Northern  Ireland. 
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BRIDGE 


by  Robert  Sheehan 


FOLLOW  AN  expert’s  thinking  on 
this  hand: 


hoping  South  will  win  if  he  has  the 
ace.  But  the  king  of  hearts  holds. 
That  leaves  this  position: 


Contract  Five  Clubs  by  West. 
Lead:  the  eight  at  diamonds 


♦  - 

VQ65 

»A9 

*2 


This  was  the  bidding,  wiih  West 
the  dealer,  vulnerable  against  not 
at  rubber  bridge: 


w 

N 

E 

S 

1  c 

1  S 

1  NT 

3  S 

3NT 

Pass 

Pass 

4  D 

4H 

5  C 

4S 

AH  Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

What  is  your  plan?  You  have  six 
tricks  in  clubs,  two  in  diamonds, 
and  two  in  hearts.  An  eleventh  trick 
will  be  easy  enough  if  clubs  axe 
two-two — you  will  be  able  to  ruff  a 
diamond  in  dummy.  So  the  first 
move  after  winning  the  diamond 
king  is  to  draw  a  round  of  trumps. 
South  shows  out.  discarding  a 
diamond.  Now  tvhal? 

It  seems  the  most  likely  explana¬ 
tion  of  South's  Four  Diamond  bid  is 
that  he  has  six  or  more  diamonds. 
So  playing  for  a  diamond  ruff  won’t 
work  now  —  North  will  be  able  to 
ruff  high  in  front  of  dummy.  You 
draw  the  remainder  of  North's 
trumps,  and  play  an  extra  round 
for  the  lurkers.  South’s  four  dis¬ 
cards  are  the  seven  and  ten  of 
diamonds  and  two  spades,  and 
North  discards  a  spade.  How  do 
you  think  the  hearts  lie? 

if  North  has  four  you  can  pick  up 
the  suit  by  leading  the  king  and 
queen.  But  can  North  have  four 
hearts?  No  —  he  must  have  at  least 
five  spades,  and  has  shown  up  with 
four  clubs  and  one  diamond.  That 
means  the  only  player  who  can 
hold  four  hearts  is  South. 

You  lay  down  the  king  of  hearts. 


You  continue  with  a  low  heart  to 
the  jack,  on  which  North  discards  a 
spade.  South  has  to  take  the  jack 
with  the  ace,  or  else  you  can  lead 
back  towards  the  queen.  He  wins 
and  exits  with  the  queen  of 
diamonds. 

Do  you  see  what  is  happening? 
Everyone  is  down  to  four  cards  and 
South  has  to  keep  a  winning 
diamond  and  two  hearts.  You  play 
off  your  last  trump,  discarding  a 
spade  from  dummy. 

To  keep  those  three  key  red  cards 
South  has  to  discard  a  spade,  and 
so  you  exit  with  the  nine  of 
diamonds.  At  trick  twelve  South 
has  lo  lead  from  the  ten-eight  of 
hearts  10  give  you  the  last  two 
tricks.  You  have  brought  off  a 
“strip  squeeze".  The  full  deal: 


Notice  the  importance  of  playing 
tire  second  round  of  hearts  to  the 
jack.  If  West  plays  a  second  high 
heart  from  hand.  South  ducks  and 
now  no  squeeze  can  operate. 


WORDanswers  : , , 


Answers  from  page  32 
IMPALEMENT  ■ 

(c)  Transfixion,  being  pierced  by  a  stake  through  the  fundament. 
USUFRUCT 

(a)  The  right  of  using  or  benefiting  from  someone  else's  property 
without  damaging  or  diminishing  the  property  itself. 

GAMBRINOUS 

(b)  Full  of  beer.  An  eponym  of  Gambrinus,  a  mythical  Flemish  king. 
RE  N1  FORM 

(a)  Kidney-shaped. 


COMPUTER  GAMES  AND  PASTIMES 


by  Tim  Wapshott 


THE  race  is  on  to  improve  security 
on  the  Internet  and  software 
developers  who  come  up  with  the 
most  widely  adopted  security  sys¬ 
tems  will  make  a. killing.  ... 

Security  poses  two  questions  for 
home  users.  How  safe  is  personal 
information  in  e-mails?  And  how 
safe  are  credit  card  details  in 
(tyberspaoe?.  _ 

When  it  comes  to  confidentiality, 
few  things  beat  real  letters  sent  in 
sealed  envelopes.  But  on  foe 
Internet  e-mails  are  dispatched  to 
oblivion,  9.999  times  out  of  ten 
reaching  their  destination  — _  a 
cyberspace  pigeonhole  — '  with 
lightning  speed.  But  we  cannot  be 
sure  that  no  one  else  has  read  them. 
After  all,  this  is  the  age  of  foe 
sophisticated  hacker,  who  can  find 
Ms  or  her  way  into  most  places, 
including  corporate  bank  accounts 
and,  goverruhenl  departments  — 
the  security  of  credit  card  transac¬ 
tions  over  the  World  Wide  Web  is 
foe  latest  poser  for  foe  chattering 
computing  classes. 

Many  goods  and  services  can 
already  be  purchased  online,  usu¬ 
ally  by  entering  your  credit  card 
details.  Some  traders  have  staff 
standing  tty  to  take  such  details  on 
a  voice  number  if  you  are  worried. 
In  foe  past  six  months  I  have  made 


Check  your  credit  card  bills  to  thwart  highwaymen  hackers 


several  purchases  on  the  Internet 
in  the  hope  of  unearthing  some¬ 
thing  untoward,  but  all  transac¬ 
tions  were  honoured  correctly  and  I 
have  no  complaints.  Vigilance  is 
foe  best  weapon.  If  you  make 
purchases  on  foe  Internet  with  a 
credit  card,  check  every  statement 
carefully.  As  -well  as  potential 
thieves,  virtual  vandals  can  also 


threaten  to  invade  our  own  worlds 
if  we  link  to  foe  planet  electronical¬ 
ly.  After  foe  threat  of  virus  comes 
the  headache  of  yandai  pro¬ 
grammes.  .which  can  steal  or 
destroy  data  Files,  erase  or  damage 
hard  drives,  and  even  reroute 
modems  when  you  log  on  to  the 
Internet  or  other  computer  sys¬ 
tems.  You  need  a  sterile  environ¬ 


ment  set  aside  in  foe  computer  to 
place  “downloadables"  and  run 
them  without  fear  of  interfering 
with  any  other  programmes  on 
your  hard  disc  The  answer  is  eSafe 
Protect.  All  interactivity  with  the 
Internet  is  held  in  a  neutral  zone 
and  this  programme  monitors 
information  for  rogue  trickery.  It 
also  gets  excited  if  it  spots  data 
being  downloaded  or  extracted 
without  the  user’s  knowledge. 

The  software  serves  many  other 
purposes,  one  oF  which  can  be  a 
godsend  to  parents  of  computer- 
literate  youngsters:  Internet  access 
control  and  timed  Web  surfing. 
The  programme  takes  up  only 
5MB  of  memory,  is  Windows  95 
and  NT-compatible,  and  sells  for 
£69.  although  with  a  little  vigilance 
you  could  pick  it  up  for  E49.  You 
can  learn  more  about  eSafe  Protect 
at  http://www.esafe.co.uk. 

One  final  word  of  safety.  If  you 
have  a  Nintendo  64  or  SNES 
games  console,  scrutinise  the 
mains  plug  because  Hitachi  has 
just  retailed  a  faulty  barch.  Look 
underneath  foe  plug,  between  the 
two  lower  pins,  for  the  product 
mark  “Hitachi  HE-25”.  Should  you 
see  this,  call  Hitachi’s  helpine  on 
(BOO  030  030  for  a  free  replacement 
mains  lead. 


□  ABOUT  to  be  unplugged  is 
Cyberspace  Thirty  Six,  which 
closes  on  October  14.  You  could 
win  a  Kodak  DG25  digital  camera 
worth  £2DQ-_We  have  three  to  be 
won.  All  you  have  to  do  is  describe 
vividly  your  favourite  photograph 
in  exactly  100  words.  The  competi¬ 
tion  is  open  to  all  ages.  Send  your 
entry,  with  your  name,  age,  ad¬ 
dress  and  telephone  number,  to: 
Cyberspace  Thirty-Six,  Weekend. 
Vie  Times.  I  Pennington  Street, 
London  El  9XN.  You  may  also 
send  e-mail  entries  to 
cyber@dircon.co.uk.  Normal 
Times  competition  rules  apply. 


Internet  art.  Metro,  page  24 


TWO  BRAINS 

ANSWERS 


Solutions  to  the  puzzles, 
found  on  page  30 
Question  I: 

J25.  Successive  numbers  a re  ob¬ 
tained  tjy  adding  1.  3.  9.  27.  Thus 
(the  numbers  are  powers  of  3)  the 
next  number  is  81.  44  +  81  ■  125 


Questions: 

Aquinas.  The  others  are  scientists. 


I  LATEST  SOFTWARE  | 

DISNEY 

WHEN  Walt  Disney  shuffled  off 
this  mortal  cod,  he  became  one  of 
the  earliest  cryonics  guinea  pigs, 
being  frozen  in  space  and  time  until  ■ 
foe  day  of  his  big  freeze.  This 
prompted  Alexei  SaylCs  fine  film 
credit  joke:  “Walt  Disney  in  a 
fridge  presents .. 

Were  Walt  alive  today,  he  might 
feel  a  slight  chill  of  disappointment 
as  he  realised  that  sometimes  the 
Disney  magic  is  wearing  thin.  In 

x. 

mation,  Hercules,  bombed  at  the 

Hercules:  better  than  the  film 

box  office,  or  at  least  it  did  not 
make  the  squillions  expected. 

The  moody  animation  gives 
Greek  legend  a  heavy  American 
slant  and  is  a  mess  of  corny  jokes 
ami  dated  music.  It  also  proves  that 
Danny  DeVito  is  no  Robin  Wil¬ 
liams  when  it  comes  to  witty  one- 
linos.  But  the  obligatoiy  spin-off 
game  of  the  same  name  from 
Disney  Interactive  is  another  syn¬ 
opsis  altogether.  This  action  game 
ias  ten  levels  of  gameplay,  “from 
zero  to  hero”,  with  Hercules  run¬ 
ning  in  all  directions  seeking  out 
hidden  areas  and  handy  hot-spots. 

.  Available  for  PC  and  Play¬ 
Station,  the  game  is  easily  as  lively 
and  good-looking  as  Crash 
Bandkot.  The  graphics  are  perfec¬ 
tion 'and,  run  on  a  last  computer, 
the  entire  experience  boasts  many 
added  depths  and  qualities  » 
desperately  missing  in  foe  movie. 
■  Verdict:  8  out  of  10.  Dreadful 
Disney  film  makes  masterful  plat¬ 
form  game.  .£39.99.  . 


WHAT  type  of  game  would  you  call 
a  shaky  firsfcperson  perspective  job 
where  you  zap  the  odd  moving 
block  before  it  zaps  you?  A  business 
am.  of  course.  Forbes  Corporate 
Warrior,  released  here  by  Zablac 
Entertainment,  promises  a  .  busi¬ 


ness  strategy  game  to  rival  all 
others  but  delivers,  at  least  five 
years  late,  a  turkey. 

Links  with  a  concept  and  ulti¬ 
mate  reality  rarely  come  more 
tenuous  than  this.  An  impossible 
marriage  of  two  gaming  styles,  the 
idea  is  that  you  blast  away  at  the 
competition  —  moving  blocks  and 
buildings  In  a  rectangular  grid  — 
by  combining  fire  power  with 
number-crunching  and  a  price 
index.  It  is  as  feasible  as  frying  to 
write  a  letter  on  a  calculator. 

A  business  game  should  bring 
alive  the  Eighties  entrepreneur  in 
all  of  us^  giving  us  foe  smell  of 
money  and  success  or  suicide- 
leaping  losses.  This  merely  brings 
fury  when,  after  many  hours  of 
zapping,  and  price  or.  stock  tweak¬ 
ing  (to  effect  the  strength  of  your 
fire  power,  naturally),  you  realise 
foal  this  is  as. good  as  it  gets  and 
you  have  been  taken  to  the 
deaners. 

The  CD-Rom  runs  on  Windows 
95  and  you  can  play  over  the 
network  with  friends.  Whether  you 
will  find  opponents  willing  to  play 
you  a  Second  time  is  another 
matter. 

■  Verdict:  3  out  of  10.  Worthless, 
bust  business  game.  £29.99.' 


SOLUTION  TO  JUMBO  129 


The  winner  of  an  Alfred  Dunhill  AD2000,  worth  £105.  is  Stephen  Crampton  of  St  Albans  in  Hertfordshire 
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by  John  Morgan 


[7=Tr  I  read  that  the  “grandest  way 
|  NC|  (o  skin  a  pear  is  said  to  be 
with  a  teaspoon'*.  I  tried  this  at  a 
dinner  party  recently,  bat  it  did 
not  work  and  people  giggled  at 
my  attempts.  Where  did  you  come 
across  this  arcane  notion? 

—  Edith  Browniow.  London  WS 
rri  |  am  so  sorry  that  you  had 
!Aj  problems,  but  l  promise  you 
it  is  a  bona  fide  method.  The 
technique  is  as  follows:  choose  a 
large,  ripe  pear  (a  nice  far  Cornice  is 
besil  and  uw  as  small  a  spoon  as 
possible.  Cut  the  pear  in  half  cross¬ 
wise  I  not  lengthwise  avoeadofash- 
inn)  just  under  halfway  down. 
Starring  w  ith  the  lower,  larger  half, 
use  the  spoon  to  gently  prise  the 
flesh  from  the  skin  and  eat  it.  You 
will  be  left  with  two  empty  skins, 
the  core,  and  the  admiration  of  ail 
those  around  you. 

—  [  would  like  to  buy  an 
.  engagement  ring  for  my  girl¬ 
friend  but"  I  do  not  want  to  bay 
diamonds  for  personal  (and  polit¬ 
ical)  reasons.  What 
alternatives  are  there? 

I  am  worried  that 
other  precious  stones 
may  already  have  as¬ 
sociations  not  appro¬ 
priate  for  an  engage¬ 
ment  ring. 

—  John  Ilkley. 

London  XV 10 
i"Tl  There  are  three 
[rVi  alternative  pre¬ 
cious  stones.  Sapphires 
come  in  several  shades 
other  than  the  rradi- 
tionai  blue,  such  as 
yellow,  pink,  purple, 

green  and  a  pale  blue:  rubies, 
which  can  look  magnificent  (partic¬ 
ular  iy  the  Burmese  pigeon  blood 
variety):  and  emeralds  which,  for 
ail  their  mysterious  beauty,  are 
brirtle  and  chip  easily.  Semi-pre- 
rious  stones  such  as  aquamarines, 
amethysts  and  citrines  are  popular, 
but  are  not  as  suitable  as  precious 
stones.  As  for  inappropriate  stones, 
avoid  opals,  which  are  soft  and 
carry  unlucky  associations. 


|pl  J  have  to  attend  the  funeral 
l  Sc  I  of  a  dose  but  classy  relative, 
f  noticed  that  Cherie  Blair  did  not 
wear  a  hat  to  the  funeral  of  Diana, 
Princess  of  Wales.  Is  this  now  die 
fashion,  or  merely  bad  form? 

—  Clara  Hamilton,  Wiltshire 

HMrs  Blair  was  very  conspicu¬ 
ous  in  her  hat-less  state  and 
obviously  chose  to  ignore  three 
important  conventions.  First,  it  is 
traditional  at  such  occasions  to 
wear  a  hat  in  the  presence  of  the 
Sovereign:  second,  it  is  still  usual  to 
wear  hats  ro  “jmportanr  funerals; 
third,  general  mourners  should 
always  dress  in  a  way  that  is 
appropriate  to  the  bereaved  family. 
I  noticed  that  the  women  members 
of  the  Royal  Family  and  the 
Spencer  clan  all  sported  hats.  I 
suggest  you  follow  their  example. 

fOl  wou*<*  ^  interested  to 
I  Vi  know  your  thoughts  regard¬ 
ing  the  correct  placing  of  one’s 
kmfe  and  fork  after  finishing  the 
main  course.  My  parents  insisted 
that  the  fork  should  be  placed  on 


the  plate  with  the.  prongs  facing 
down,  the  knife  alongside.  Hie 
reason  for  this  (I  was  told)  is 
because  a  former  kmg  of  England 
once  thumped  hi?  fist  on  to  his 
plate,  impaling  himself  on  his 
own  upturned  forte  thereafter  he 
decreed  that  ail  folks  should  face 
downwards.  !  seem  to  be  very 
much  alone  in  this  as  the  rest  of 
the  world  seems  to-Ieave  the  fork 
with  the  prongs  facing  upwards. 
— AAV.  Tnistfaam,  Woodhafl  Spa. 
Lincolnshire 

HYou  are  unusual,  but  not 
entirely  alone.  The  habit  you 
describe  may  have  been  instigated 
by  Charles  II,  who  was  keen  on 
French  customs.  However,  by  the 
mid-JSth  century  the  convention 
had  been  reversed  to  the  prongs 
feeing  upwards.  This  served  two 
purposes:  to  show  off  increasingly 
elaborate  decoration  on  forks,  and 
to  prevent  the  prongs  from  scratch¬ 
ing  the  delicate  painted  china  of  the 
day.  Prongs  upwards  remains  the 
proper  procedure. 

FT3)]  How  can  you  po¬ 
lish  litdy  tefl  some¬ 
body  they  have  bad 
breath? 

—  A.  Pennington, 
London  El 

a  This  is  a  delicate 
issue.  Unless  the 
breath  is  too  foul  to 
bear,  it  remains  good 
manners  to  suffer  in 
silence.  If.  however,  it 
is  consistently  bad, 
then  you  could  say  to 
the  offender,  “I  would 
not  normally  mention 
this,  but  1  notice  that  your  breath 
has  been  less  than  healthy-smell¬ 
ing  recently.  (  read  in  a  magazine 
that  such  symptoms  can  suggest  a 
serious  underlying  condition.  Per¬ 
haps  you  should  see  a  doctor."  In 
this  way  you  appear  to  be  putting 
concerns  for  the  individual's  health 
before  your  own  sensory  comfort. 

[q]  Is  h  bad  manners  not  to 
Ij~<J  invite  one  child’s  In-laws  to 
another  child’s  wedding?  Oar  son' 
got  married  last  year,  and  the 
bride's  parents  gave  them  a  splen¬ 
didly  lavish  wedding.  Now  our 
daughter  is  to  be  married  early 
next  year,  bat  oar  finances  are 
limited,  and  the  guest  list  has  to  be 
much  tighter.  We  get  on  perfcdly 
well  with  our  son's  in-laws,  bat  as 
they  don't  live  anywhere  near  os, 
we  hardly  ever  see  them. 

—  Name  and  address  withheld 

H  Wedding  guest  lists  probably 
cause  more  hearradie  and 
soul-searching  than  anything  else. 
However,  to  be  invited  to  a  wed¬ 
ding  is  an  honour  rather  than  a 
right  If  you  are  fond  of  your 
daughter-in-law.  and  she  is  dose  to 
her  parents,  then  it  would  probably 
be  wise  to  invite  them  so  as  not  to 
cause  wounded  feelings.  If  this  is 
not  the  case,  then  you  are  under  no 
obligation  to  invite  anybody's  in- 
law-s. 

• John  Morgan  is  associate  editor 
of  GQ.  Send  your  queries  to  Morgan's 
Modem  Manners.  The  Times. 

Weekend.  I  Pennington  Street.  London 
EI9XN. 
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WORD-WATCHING 


IMPALEMENT 

a.  Blanching 

b.  Ostracism 
c  Transfixion 

USUFRUCT 

a.  Use 

b.  The  Kiwi  fruit 

c.  A  Carthaginian  magistrate 

GAMBRINOUS 

a.  Keen  to  marry 

b.  Beery 

c.  A  flexible  mind 

REN1FORM 

a.  Kidney-shaped 

b.  Held-over  class 

c.  To  tell  again 


TWO  BRAINS 


Answers  on  page  31 


MEMORISING  a  shuffled  pack  of 
cards  may  not  sound  easy  but  it  is 
possible,  and  it  is  a  good  way  of 
assessing  your  current  memory  skills. 
Try  with  half  a  pack  at  fust  and  then 
test  your  results: 

26  cards  in  30  minutes  —  above 
average 

52  cards  in  30  minutes  —  excellent 
52  cards  in  15  minutes  —  better  than  90 
per  cent  of  the  population 
52  cards  in  3  minutes  —  good  enough 
to  compete  in  world  championships 

Question  1: 

What  is  the  missing  number? 

4  5  8  17  44  ??? 

% 

Question  2: 

Who  is  the  odd  one  out? 

Einstein.  Rutherford,  Curie,  Aquinas. 
Newton 

Answers  on  page  31. 

Raymond  Keene 


CROSSWORDS 


by  Brian  Greer 


Since  last  week,  . another 
example  of  my  "pure  ignor¬ 
ance". has  come  to  light. 
My  apologies  to  all  toe  people  of 
the  reinstated  county  of  Rutland 
of  which  Oakham  is  no  longer 
the  former  county  town  (21  across 
in  21X597).  In  dealing  with  points 
raised  in  readers'  letters.  I  pro¬ 
pose  to  refer  to  correspondents 
by  name  when  appropriate,  so  if 
you  do  not  want  tins  to  happen, 
please  indicate  when  you  write.  I 
try  to  answer  all  letters  that  1 
consider  require  a  response,  but 
this  can  take  some  time.  (As  well 
as  doing  this  job.  I  work  part- 
time  as  a  university  teacher.) 

One  issue  that  has  been  promi¬ 
nent  in  the  postbag  has  been  re¬ 
solved:  as  you  can  see,  the  cross¬ 


words  on  these  two  pages  are  no 
longer  back-to-back.  As  for  my 
mail  in  general,  a  common  query 
is  whether  toe  crossword  is  get¬ 
ting  more  difficult  Subjectively, 
based  on  some  30  years  of  .solv¬ 
ing,  and  more  than  20  years  as  a 
contributor.  1  do  not  discenvany 
marked  trend.  It  may  be,  how¬ 
ever.  that  since  I  have  taken  over' 
the  editorship  I  have  reduced  toe 
number,  of  easy  dues  that  Ed¬ 
mund  Akenhead,  my  predeces¬ 
sor  but  one,  characterised  as 
“letting  toe  dog  see  the  rabbit". . 
One ’tradition  that  I  lave  main¬ 
tained  is' keeping  the  Monday 
crossword  easier,  out  of  consider¬ 
ation  for  toose  wearily  beginning 
another  wedcof  tofl.  - 
Another  common  inquiry  con- 


8*^1$  •’  1 


PICTURE  LINE 


The  winning  caption  for  last  week's  picture  competition  was  submitted 
by  Karen  Mayne,  of  Ryde  on  the  Isle  of  Wight  ■ 


READERS  toe  invited  to 
surest  what  the  Queen  might 
be  saying. 


This  picture,  recently 
printed  in  The  Times,  will 
appear  again  next  week 
with  an  entry  chosen  from 
those  submitted. 


Send  “speech  bubble" 
suggestions  oh  a  postcard  with 
your  name  and  address  to 
Pictureline,  Weekend  The 
Times,  l  Pennington  Street.  • 
E19XN. 


The  Editor’s  decision  is 
final  The  dosing  date  fqr 
entries  is  Wednesday. 
October  15.  ' 


cems  the  numbers  Df  entries  sent 
in  for  the  weekly  competition 
puzzles  and  the  Jumbos.  In  feet, 
nobody  at  The  Times  has  monjg . 
than  toe  roughest  of  estimate*^-,- 
(running  into  several  thousand 
breach  case)  since  toe  procedure 
is  only  to  check  enough  solutions 
to  find  prizewinners. 

’  My  mosr-pleasurable  experi- 
ence  is  opening  letters  that 
express  appreciation  of  our 
efforts  in  general,  or  of  particular 
puzzles  or  dues.  In  stone  future 
column  I  will  write  about  favour¬ 
ite  dues  (as  suggested  by  Hazel 
Goldman  of  Brize  Norton,  her¬ 
self  a  crossword  compiler).  Ifyou 
have  persona]  favourites,  please 
fet  me  know.'  “JRakc  over  the 
coals  (3A2y4T  isoneof  mine. 

Hazel  Goldman  also  raised  the, 
longstanding  problem  df  what  trJ 
call.,  a  person  who  creates* 
crosswords  —  setter,  composer, 
compiler,  crueiverbalist?  Any 
suggtotions?  Whatever  we  call 
toon,  would-be  ones  submit 
many  crosswords  to  me.  Next 
wedft  caftram  win  offer  such 
,  aspirants  some,  realistic  advice. 
•Brian  Greer isCrossmrd . 

Editor  qfTbeTanes 


■ .■«* nasLkn. : ■  .  -tx .-ts. 


JUMBO  CROSSWORD  131 


The  prize  for  the  first  correct  solution  to  be  opened  will  be  an 
Alfred  DunhiU  AD2000,  worth  £105,  the  world’s  first 
interchangeable,  capless  rofierball  ^ballpoint  pen.  Streamlined 
and  made  from  silver-plated  blade,  resin,  it  has  perfect  writing 
balance.  Entries  should  be  sent  to:  Jumbo  Crossword  L3L, 
The  Times,  J  Pennington  Street,  London  El  9XN  to  arrive  by 
Alfred  DUNHILL  Monday  October  20.  TTie  name  of  the  winner  will  be  published 

lo.-ydon  in  Weekend  on  Saturday,  October  27 


3  4  S 


|10  111  12  13  14 


|27  las 


NAME  . . . - . - . - 

ADDRESS . . . . . 


ACROSS 

1  Regular  exercise  is  manager's 
first  approach,  as  a  ruk  (17) 

10  Fixing  roof  at  church?  Object 
about  it  (9) 

15  InexusaWe  reason  for  bfiss  (9) 

16  Caught  near  start  of  play,  they 
grow  prickly  (5) 

17  Is  love  at  aD  possibly  a  stimulant? 
(3.8) 

18  Make  amends  for  one  sent  into 
exile  by  English  (7) 

19  Sweetheart  screen  idol  changed 
only  at  the  end  (9) 

20  Thee  I  chop  as  it  is  damaged  (9) 

21  Philosopher  appears  to  secure 
door  with  key  (5) 

22  A  doctor  In  charge  injected  into 
one’s  feet  (7) 

23  Slow^jassages,  having  left,  Greek 

24  The  old  soldiers  I  encountered 
from  a  Muslim  country  (6) 

26  Exploiting  a  fierce  person  to 
secure  victory  (7,2) 

27  How  one  woman  might  be 
toasted  in  wine ...  (5) 

29  ...and  here’s  wine  for  another  (6) 

30  His  monument.  if  required,  can 
be  viewed  with  circumspection  (4) 

32  Guy  wanted  to  receive  great 
applause  (5  3  .5,4) 

36  Neighbourhood  watch  with  a 
regular  programme  of  events? 


_ ..... . . POSTCODE 


37  Sack  directors— that’s  for  ■ 
revealing  information  in  public 

40  Failing  Go  show  appreciation,  as 
dogs  may  be  (7) 

41  Club's  female  supporter  about  to 
disappear  at  last  (!) 

42  The  ability  of  American 
academics  (7) 

44  Model  makes  little  money  with  a 
casual  garment  being  worn  (7) 

45  Maltreated  strumpet  taken  back 
inside  and  brought  home  (I  I) 

47  I'm  on  trial  initially,  with 
unknown  giving  evidence  (9) 

48  Arrangement  of  soldiers  with  flag 
infiltrating  forward  the  whole 

way  (4.43.6) 

51  RAF  hones,  holding  the  line,  took 
to  the  air  (4) 

52  For  instance,  saint  is  associated 
wiih  one  Italian  town  such  as  this 

W 

54  Fish  seen  around  river  is  ray  (5) 

56  Attractive  strip  in  publication  in 
London  area  (3-6) 

60  Was  angry  and  removed  man 
from  board  (6) 

61  Noteon  part  of  score  that 
provided  inspiration  for 
Mendelssohn  overture  (6) 

62  Refer  it  for  review  to  timber- 
supplier  (3*5) 

63  Bore  halfheartedly  did  additional 
work  (5) 

65  Does  it  go  with  a  card  table?  (4,5)l 

66  Has  experience  with  brwgrbtdsp) 

67  Get  old  of  that,  he  retorted  in 
addition  (7) 

forpiadS^osolf^08^ 

69  Right  from  the  beaming,  very 
inhibited  by  a  hostile  reaction 
P-3), 

70  Precision  needed  to  force  to  pay 
bill  (9) 


72  Haw  a  hair-raising  effect  may  be 
produced  (17) 

DOWN 

1  Worked  on  deal  perhaps,  and 
cheated^  , 

2  AD-roundert  name,  on  the  off 
chance.  I.put on  a  file  (3-10) 

3  King  consumed,  consumed  by 
obsession — that s  ominous  (I  I) 

4  Offering  care  without  hesitation 

P) 

5  Line  m  innovative  TV— toe 
women  of  toe  year  (1 1) 

6  Cost  cut— one  pound  off?  He 
extends  credit  beyond  the  normal 
(9) 

7  Beats  a  dollar?  (7) 

8  One  fool  and  I  join  forces,  for  a 
start  (9) 

9  Monsieur  is  behring  to  - 

awiwimnifafp  RnglRh  hnV* 
That's  a  fie!  (1 7) 

10  Call  on  help,  possibly,  needing 
outside  support  on  course  (9) 

11  Exrite  a  debauchee  about  possible 
partner  (6) 

12  Glyptic  puzzles  m  which  the 
solutions  are  partly  indicated  (8) 

13  Nearby  group  of  islanders 
volunteers  to  follow  dogs  (5,8) 

14  Papa,  a  long  time  ago,  made  it  toe 
basis  of  our  daily  schedule  (9.8) 

25  Located  in  Oxford  Street? 

Covering  a  wide  range  (5-5) 

28  Observing  defensive  construction 
in  great  arete  (7  J) 

31  Boastful  talk  in  evidence  when  the 
balloon  goes  up  (33)  . 

32  Lenient judgment  thaft  certainly 
never  pvenT7.23£)  ‘ 

33  Obsession  of  hunter  perhaps, 
following  falcon  (Ip) 

34  Plastered  beneath  the  nme  in  local 

church  (53,9) 

35  Gaoler routed  chap  up  inside 

36  Pronounce  characters  charming  - 

38  Dtog  runs  offend  of  cargo  boat  (6) 

39  Cockney’s  satisfied  to  pocket  a 
pound  for  salt  (5) 

43  Niggardly  about  fruit  toatls  good 
value  for  money  (4-9) 

46  Becoming  a  novice  in  order  to 
realise  an  ambition  (63,4) 

49  Lite  a  tree  rising  river  carried  in 
its  midst  (II) 

50  The  unit  lean  change— itfs  not 
accurate  (11) 

53  Ban  from  place  in  ground  — 
police  turned  up  on  time  R) 

54  Play  wito  celebrity,  displaying 
this  for  sponsor?  (5.4) 

55  Traveller's  old  stuff  turned  over 
before  toe  ^roe  (5.4) 

57  Split  about  point  with  violent 


rnsems  mmm 


58  Outride  broadcast  left  before  dose 
of  play  without  being  at  all  - 
interesting  (9) 

involved  with  start  of  CbmtLwily 
(S) 

62  Pa^r  for  king  to  get  deposed... 

64  kingdom,  a  bw 

inaugurating  independent 


No  1222 


ACROSS 

*  Mac  (8) 

5  Eg  top-otpond  film  (4) 

9  GoVt  press-censoring 
request  (1$)  ' 

10  — Keller:  —  oFTnoy  (5) 

11  —  Blyton  (4) 

12  EUfbo&addftiveidentifier 

(1.6) 

M  New  driver’s  sign  (1-5) 

16  Pait  of  oyster  season  (1.5) 

19  Batsman’s  turn  (7) 

ZI  June6. 1944(1-3) 

24  Both  (arch.);  Mark—, 
aatbor(5) 

25  Disease^) 

26  Red  gem  (4) 

27  In  adhesive  fashion  (8). 
SOLUTION  TO  N01221 


DOWN 

1  Insulting;  unpolished  (4) 

l  5300,4  after  U  PeterfI, 

3 

4  Sixth-former's  exam  (1,5) 

6  Son  of  Sycorax  (Tempest) 

7  State  with  king  (8) 

8  You  {arch)  (4) 

13  Monastic  walk  (8) 

15  §?ript  Venfris  dedphera 
(o.  I) 

17  Note  between  staves  (pia 
score)  (6.1) 

18  Informal  top  (1-5) 

20  Socially  naff  p-{) 

22  One  from  Baku  (5) 

23  O^W’s  guessing  game  (J 


fBcpwdl  ..Tip 

!9Car  20 Flummox  21  Riven  ^Ulo 

DOWN:  I  Lighter  2Chean  aPrBdH1“ 

6 Shebeen  7S?Gt  lOS^Siteref^^S.  4T“irard 
17  Hoaxer  18  Mafia  1 9  Coven  ,4Bw*Q«et  16  Arran* 
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